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FIRST REPORT. 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the present 
State of the Affairs of the East-India Company, and into the Trade 
between Great Britain, the East-Indies , and China ; and to report their 
Observations thereupon to the House; and who were empowered to 
report the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them from time to 
time, to the House 

HAVE made a Progress in the matters to them referred, and had 
examined several Witnesses; and directed the Minutes of the 
Evidence to be reported to the House up to the 4th day of 
this instant, March, inclusive. 


4tk March 1830. 


A 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


15 Feb. 1830. 

7. C. Melvill , Esq . 


Lunce, 15° die Fehruarii, 1830. 

' 'it* V ■ 


William Ward, Esq. in the Chair. 

THOMAS GORE LLOYD, Esq. Accountant-General of the East- 
India Company, and JAMES COSMO MELVILL, Esq. Au itor 
pf the East-India Company; called in and examined. 

1. (To Mr* Melvill .)—-You fill the office of Auditor to the East-India 
Company ?—I do. 

g. Are vou Auditor of the accounts of the revenue, commercial and po¬ 
litical, or of any other department ?—Of the whole ot the political accounts 

of India. 

S. What do you consider as the political accounts ?—The whole of the re¬ 
venues and charges applicable to the territorial government of India, 

4. Do you include in that the revenue of the old settled districts of the 
ceded and of the conquered or tributary states ?-—The whole. 

5. Are those accounts sent home annually to England ?—-They are. 

6 . To what period have the last complete set been received?—Up to the 
30th of April 1828 *, the account of 1827 - 1828 . 

7. Have you seen the printed papers submittt to this Committee, signed 
William Leach, dated the 4 th of January 1830 r—l saw them, for the first 
time, late on Saturday afternoon. 

8 . Do you know whether that account is made up to April 1827 , for the 
year 1826-7?—It professes to be. 

9 . The Committee are to understand that you have a whole year’s ac¬ 
counts at the India-House, received after those accounts were made up 
Undoubtedly; which, I believe, the Committee will find contained m a 
paper communicated from the India-House, included in tms collection, 

page 26 . 

10. Are the Committee to understand that the accounts in Table, No. 1 
( A) are a regular abstract of the revenues and charges under the iiengal 
presidency ?—I have not yet had an opportunity of examining them. 

11 . Will you state whether detailed accounts of the items from which 
those accounts are made up are also forwarded ?—Undoubtedly. 

12 . lor 
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12 . For instance, have you the details of the expense of the Mint?—-We 
have. 

13. Does the return show the coinage, the expenses of the establishment, 
and other matters connected with the department ?—It does. 

14. You have stated that you have charge of the political; will you have 
the goodness to state what other departments of accounts come home from 
India, and who has charge of them ?■—I am not aware that any other 
accounts come home, except the commercial accounts, which come into the 
Company’s home accounts, and of which Mr. Lloyd, the Accountant-ge¬ 
neral has charge. 

15. Are the Committee to understand that, with the details of the poli¬ 
tical accounts, and the details of the commercial accounts, they shall have 
the whole accounts the India Company possess ?—If by political is meant 
the expenses of the political government, including the civil and military 
charges. 

16 . Will you state to the Committee under how many different heads 
the revenues of Bengal are arranged ?—The General department, which 
comprehends the Mint, Post-office and Stamps ; the Judicial department, 
which merely comprehends a few fees and fines; the Land Revenue de¬ 
partment, which comprehends the land revenue; the Customs, which com¬ 
prehends land and sea customs; the Salt, which comprehends the gross 
receipts from the sales of salt; the Opium, which comprehends the gross 
receipts from the sale of opium. There is a new head of account, of the 
Territories ceded during the present charter on the Nerbuddah ; there is, 
finally, the head of Marine receipts, which comprehends river dues. 

17. In what departments are the revenues of Benares included?—They 
are included under the several heads I have mentioned to the Committee. 
The head of Revenue sin #3 how much was received from Benares, how 
much from the old province, how much from the new; and so of the 
Customs. 

18. Are the Committee'to understand that in the accounts you keep at 
the India-House, the profits, if any, of the Benares mint, the receipt, if 
any, of stamps in that district, would appear as part of the general receipt 
of the Mint and Stamps ?—Undoubtedly, stated separately under that ge¬ 
neral head. 

19. Do you understand what fills up the column here under the head of 
Benares, where, for instance, for the year 1809 - 10 , the revenue of Be¬ 
nares is stated at £570,486, and for the year 1826-7, it is stated *at 
£784,784 ; are the Committee to understand that that is the aggregate 
of the revenue of Benares, and that no portion of it is included in the pre¬ 
ceding existing columns ?—I should apprehend so; but not having had an 
opportunity of examining the account, I cannot answer precisely. 

A 2 
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15 Feb. 1830. 20. The Committee are to understand that there are portions of those 

- 7 columns placed precisely under the same Classification under which you have 

,7. C. Melvill, Esq. just stated the other revenues to be?—-Yes. 

21. At the India-House, Benares is kept separate and distinct ?—We have 
the materials for keeping it distinct; they are sent home distinct. 

22 . There is another column, “ Ceded Provinces in Oudedoes that 
column contain the aggregate of the whole receipts of revenue under every 
head ?—I apprehend the answers I have given as to Benares is applicable to 
that. 

23. And the same with respect to the Conquered Provinces ?—Yes. 

24. Can you furnish to the Committee details respecting those five 
departments, Benares, Ceded Provinces of Oude, Conquered .Provinces, 
Ceded Territory on the Nerbuddah, Ceded Provinces in Burraah, under 
their respective heads, in the same manner as the Committee have the re¬ 
venue for the old provinces of Bengal?—Undoubtedly. 

25. In the accounts of the salt revenue, have you the annual expense 
of the establishment, the gross and net produce, and prices of sale?— 
Certainly. 

26. With respect to opium, the same details can be furnished ?—Yes. 

27. Under what head are the sayer or inland duties included ?—They 
come under the head of the land revenue, a separate branch of the land re¬ 
venue, the sayer or transit duties, and the abkarrie or excise duties on 
spirits. 

28. Does the column marked “ Total Revenues” contain the entire gross 
amount of all those revenues which you have now stated ?—I presume it 
does, if the figures are correct. 

20. Is it the practice in India, in paying money out of the revenue, to 
l * r credit only the actual amount received, or do you bring the receipts for all 

such payments made into the gross amount ?—The gross amount is credited 
without any deduction whatever, the deductions being carried to the oppo¬ 
site side of the account. 

30. Will you state how many departments of audit there are in Calcutta, 
for examining those accounts before they are settled and sent to England ?—• 
They* are audited by the severalBoards and separate functionaries. 

31. How many Boards are there, and what are their duties ?—There are 
three Boards ; one of Revenue, consisting of three or four members, civil 
servants ; there is a Board of Salt and Opium, consisting of three members, 
civil servants; and there is a Marine Board, consisting of three civil 
servants and the Master-Attendant in Calcutta: each of these Boards has 
an accountant. 

32. Are those Boards entirely separate from each other, so that no members 
of one are members of another ?—The Marine Board is united in a great 

measure 
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measure with the Board of Salt and Opium, only that the Master-Attendant 
is a member of the Board for marine purposes. 

33. You mean to say that the Salt and Opium Board, joined by the Master- 
Attendant, sits as the Marine Board ?—Yes. The civil charges are not 
audited by either of those Boards, but by an officer expressly for that pur¬ 
pose, who is denominated the Civil Auditor, and who audits also the accounts 
of the Mint and of the Post-office. The military charges are audited by a 
separate auditor, under the denomination of the Military Auditor-general, 
who is a member of the Military Board. 

34. Will you state the constitution of the Military Board ?—It is not in 
my department. 

35. Will you state what period elapses after the close of the year before 
the land revenue is audited and settled ?—About ten months. The accounts 
are closed to the 30th of April in each year, and they should be despatched 
about the January or February following. That delay is created by the 
revenue accounts and military accounts not being intermediately audited. 

36. Will you state to what cause the delay that ‘takes place is to be 
assigned ?—The complexity of the accounts, the vast sums they embrace, 
and the necessity of referring to a great distance. 

37. Will you state the time that elapses in the final audit of the other 
Boards after the closing of the year ?—About the same time. 

38. Does the auditing at home in your office include any judgment upon 
the charges, or is it merely passing the accounts as they are passed in India ? 
—It is merely a revision of the accounts; the auditing of the accounts, 
properly so called, takes place in India. 

39. Your office in England is merely recording the transactions of the 
audit offices in India?—Clearly so; so far as respects the audit branch of 
business. The duty consists in revising the whole of the Indian books, 
and seeing that all the orders of the home authorities with respect to the 
mode of keeping those accounts have been strictly observed. 

40. Do you conceive that the system of audit of the accounts in India, 
and afterwards by re-examination at home, is as good a system as can be 
established, or that it might be improved ?—If I may be permitted to form 
a judgment, I should say that the system that now prevails in India is a good 
one; that the accounts are quickly audited, considering the vast sums and 
the description of the expenditure they embrace. 

41. You have stated that the office with which you are connected audits 
merely the political accounts ?—Meaning by that the whole of the territorial 
revenues and charges; what would be called the Government accounts. 

42. In what office are the commercial accounts audited?—By Mr. Lloyd, 
the Accountant-general, who is here. 


<SL 
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ll Feb. 1880 . 48. Do you mean the accounts in India connected with India, as well as 

- the accounts at home ?—I apprehend that the audit of commercial accounts 

,/. V . Melvin , Esq . takes places in India ; and that what takes place in this country by Mr. 

Lloyd is very similar to that which takes place in my office in regard to the 
political accounts. 

44. So that the commercial accounts in India are not included in your 
department ?—They are not. 

45. They are made up in India, and not in London ?—Not in London. 

46. Are the salt and opium accounts included in your department?—They 
are. 

47. You consider them purely revenue accounts, and not commercial ?— 
Clearly revenue accounts. 

48. Have the goodness to state how the salt comes into the possession of 
the East-India Company ?—The Committee will be pleased to understand 
mine is merely a department of account. 

49. In page 6 of the accounts before the Committee, it appears that in the 
year IS26-7 the profits of tlie Government Bank are brought in under the 
head of Mint; are the profits of the Bank generally brought in under the 
head of Mint, oris that the only year in which they have been so introduced ? 
—I believe that is the only year in which there are any profits from the 
Government Bank at Madras, and it is only at Madras that there is purely 
a Government Bank : those profits had accumulated for a long course of 
years, without being brought to account, and there was an adjustment in 
that year. I was not aware, until the honourable Member pointed it out, 
that this item was stated in the accounts signed “ William Leach,” under 
the head of Mint. 

50. Can you inform the Committee in what manner the salt and opium 
come into the possession of the Company’s authorities in India ?—I have not 
in my department the documents which would furnish the information. 

51. With regard to the salt and opium, can you inform the Committee 
whether, under the head of Revenue, as that including the gross amount, 
you take the repayment of advances of the year previous which is put 
together with the charges under the same head ?—It is a cash transaction ; 
and these accounts show in one year what has been received in that year, 
and what has been spent and advanced in that year. 

52. Under the head of Revenue you have separately that received as 
revenue for the salt and opium, and also that received in repayment of 
advances made in the preceding year ?—What is termed advances is money 
issued to the manufacturer for the purchase of the article, and not intended to 
be repaid; it is an advance to him on account of his contract. 

53. The Committee are not to understand, then, that if you deduct the 
smaller from the larger sum, that which remains is the exact profit of that 
year ?—No, not of that year. 


54. It 
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54 . It may be taken running from year to year, as showing the net 15 Feb. 1830. 

balance ?—Yes, ^ j q MehiU, Esa 

55. What is comprehended under the head of Marine Revenue?—There 
are river dues, moorings and pilotage, and lighthouse dues also. 

56 . Will you state in what manner the military stores, which strictly belong 
to the political department, which are purchased in England and sent out, 
are brought into the accounts ?—They are included among the territorial 
charges paid in England. 

57 . They do not enter into this account at all ?—Certainly not. 

58. Does the revenue of the Mint include seignorage, or from what does 
that arise ?—There is a duty upon coinage ; I presume a seignorage. 

59 . Are you aware whether any alteration has been made since the Report 
of the Committee in 1810, in which the statement of the Mfint regulations 
is contained ?—I am not aware of any alteration; the business connected 
with the Mint is in a separate department. 

60. Can the Committee obtain an account of the items from which this 
revenue arises ?—Undoubtedly. 

61 . In the money coined at the Mint on account of the Company, is that 
charge for seignorage included ?—I am not able to answer that question 
without referring to the detailed accounts. 

62 . Does that remain as stated in the Report of 1810 ?—-I believe it does; 
but I must take the liberty of referring the Committee to the department in 
which the business of the Mint is transacted. 

63. Can you state whether the sum credited in each year as profit to the 
Mint is net ^profit, or whether there is a charge to be set against it?—There 
is a large charge on the opposite side of the account. 

64 . Is the East-India Company, in its commercial capacity, charged with 
a seignorage for the money coined at the India mints ? -1 apprehend that 
the Company, in its commercial capacity, has no money coined at the India 
mints; in its territorial capacity it has. 

60 . Is there any seignorage charged in this account of receipts for money 
coined for the Company generally ?—J am not aware; but the honourable 
Committee may be furnished with the details of the account. 

66 . Are you aware that any portion of the revenues of Bengal are received 
in kind?—No, I apprehend not. 

WILLIAM LEACH, Esq. Accountant to the Board of Commissioners for 
the Affairs of India, called in, and examined. 

67 . Will you look at that paper that you have in your hand, page 4, under Wm, Leach E* h 
the head of Benares, and state whether you conceive the sums in that column 

of land revenue, stamps, and every other kind of income received in Benares, 
are included?—This account has been made up froni the accounts pie- 

sented 
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15Feb. 1830. sented to Parliament every year, and I suppose it to include all those items. 

- Mr. Melvill, being present, can of course speak to the fact. 

,/. ( . Mi ivtll, Esq. 68. ( To Mr . Melvill .) Do you, in the accounts that you make up for Par- 
liament, include Benares separately ?—Yes, I do; and that includes all the 
heads. 

Wm. Leach, Esq. 69. (To Mr. Leach.) Have the goodness to state at what exchange you 
have converted all the rupees into pounds in the Table you have laid before 
the Committee ? At the exchange used in the Parliamentary accounts ; 2 s . 
the current rupee. 

^ 70. Are all the accounts of Bengal kept in current rupees, or siccas?-—. 
I hey are kept in siccas. The difference between the current and sicca is 16 
per cent.; the sicca rupee is 16 per cent, better than the current; that is the 
rate at which the sterling value shewn in the accounts before Parliament is 
calculated. 

71 . In what rupee are the whole of those accounts of the revenue kept 
at Calcutta ?—In sicca rupees. 

72 . At what rate do you convert the sicca rupee into current ?—By taking 
the sicca at 16 per cent, better than the current rupee at 2s,, which makes 
2s. 3d. and -jS^ths for the sicca rupee. 

I he process you adopt is first to convert the sicca into current rupees, 
and then the current rupees into pounds sterling, at the exchange of 2 s . the 
current rupee ?—Exactly so. 

74. Is the exchange you have taken the commercial exchange?—No ; it 
is the exchange that has been in use in the accounts before Parliament for a 
very long series of years. 

J. C. Melvill, Esq. 75. (To Mr. Melvill.) How do you consider this rate of conversion to be, 
as compared with the intrinsic value of the sicca rupee ?—Do the Committee 
mean, that in computing the intrinsic value, I am to refer to the standard 
price of silver at the English Mint ? 

76 . Yes.—Taking the price of silver at the Mint standard in England, of 
5s. 2d. per ounce, the intrinsic value of the sicca rupee is about 2s.tikd. j and 
' by the process adopted in this account, as explained by Mr. Leach, the sicca 
rupee is made to be worth nearly 2s. 4d. 

77* Are you aware that the present rate of mercantile exchange is only 
1* U* per sicca rupee?—Yes, taking a bill of exchange in India upon 
London. 

. 78. Have the goodness to state the intrinsic value of the Madras and 
Bombay rupee ?-*- The Madras accounts, as rendered to Parliament, are stated 
in India in rupees ; those rupees are, in this country, converted into pagodas, 
at the rate ol three and a half rupees for one pagoda; and then the pagoda 
is converted into sterling, at 8s. the pagoda; and at that rate the Madras 
rupee is made to be worth 2s. 3d. and T VgV th parts. At the Mint price of 

silver 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 9 


silver in England the value of the Madras rupee would be only 1$. 11c?. and 
TT^th parts. The Bombay accounts are stated in India in rupees ; and the 
rupees in England are converted at the rate of 2s. 3d. each; the intrinsic 
value is Is. 11 d. and Y a%fi th parts. 

79. How are the revenue and other accounts kept at Madras ?—In Madras 
rupees, since the year 1819, when the currency was changed to rupees from 
pagodas, in which latter coin the accounts were previously kept. 

80. Is the rupee, since 1819, of the value you have stated, of 2s. 3d. and 
Tuoo 'th parts?—That is the value assumed only in our English view of the 
accounts; the real value is Is. 11c?. and f $$ Q t h parts. 

81. In what manner are the accounts kept at Bombay ?—In rupees. 

82. Those rupees are converted at what?—At 2s. 3d. 

83. What is the intrinsic value?—The same as in the former case, assuming 
the price of silver in England to be 5s. 2 d. an ounce. 

84. How are they kept at Benares ?—They are kept in Furruckabad ru¬ 
pees, and they are converted at the presidency into sicca rupees, at four and 
a half percent, worse than the sicca, which is about the intrinsic difference. 

85. In what coin are the accounts of the ceded province of Oude kept?—• 
In the Furruckabad rupees. I rather think that in the whole of the Bengal 
territories there are only two descriptions of coin used in the accounts, the 
Furruckabad and the sicca rupees. 

86. In what manner are the accounts of the conquered provinces kept?— 
In Furruckabad rupees. 

87 . In what manner are the accounts of Prince of Wales' Island kept ?— 
In sonaut rupees ; they were formerly kept in dollars, 

88. Are the Committee to understand that in using the term intrinsic 
value, you are obliged to make use of the rule of the English Mint for the 
relation between gold and silver ?—I took the liberty of asking whether I 
was to adopt that standard in giving my answers, and I have done so. 

89. Is not that rule arbitrary ?—I apprehend it is. 

90. What would be the average difference in the computation between the 
real and the supposed value?—About 12 percent, as far as respects Bengal; 
but if the Committee take the average of the differences applicable to all the 
presidencies, about 15 per cent. 

91. You have stated two sums as being included in the land revenue; are 
there any other sums included under the head of land revenue, or is the 
Committee to understand that the whole of the remainder is really land re¬ 
venue?—The land revenue merely comprehends two great heads of account, 
the land revenue, and the sayer and abkarrie ; the sayer is still preserved in 
the accounts. 

92. Under the head of Charges under the Bengal government, how many 
heads of account are there?—There are the same heads of account as there 

B are 
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i:> Feb. 1830. ar 6 0 n the receipt side, and there are some additional j there are the military 
,j c MMU Em char & es uhder a separate head. 

’ 93 . Does the head called Civil come under the general department ?— Yes, 

it does. 

94. In the charges are the articles of machinery for the Mint that have 
been sent out from England included ?—Yes, undoubtedly; I apprehend 
that they are not included under the column referred to, but would come 
under the head of Territorial Stores. 

95. In the column of Charges, where £47,426 appear as expended in the 
year 1826-7, does the machinery come in that account ?—No, certainly not 
under that Column. 

96. Will the freight and insurance, and all the expenses attending them, 
come under the head of Buildings and Fortifications ?—If the Committee refer 
to the expenses which have been incurred in building the new Mint, un¬ 
doubtedly under the head of Buildings ; but if they refer to the expense of 
machinery, that will come under the Territorial Charges paid in England, 
which wiii include the freight and all the expensev*. 

97. Are the Committee to understand that, under the head of Buildings 
and Fortifications, there is no distinction drawn between military building;. 1 ? 
and civil buildings ?—The accounts distinguish the military from the civil 
buildings. 

Q8, Under this head of Mint, £47,000, what is included ?— ' The whole 
expense of the establishment, salaries, and loss on refining and melting, and 
charges of that description. 

99. All the European and native servants employed in the Mint are there 
included ?—Yes. 

100. There appears to be a great increase in the charges of the Mint 
during the latter years of this account as compared with the former; can you 
give a reason for that increase ?—I apprehend there has been a great increase 
of business in the latter years in the Mint. 

101. The next item is the Post-office, where there is an increase of 
£50,000 ?—I would explain, with reference to that increase, that it princi¬ 
pally arose from a transfer from the charges of Political Residents to the head 
of “ Post-office,** of the expense of what is called the Political dawks. 

102. Do you know whether the Company is charged postage in its com¬ 
mercial department in this account ?—I am not aware. 

103. The third column is Civil Charges; will you have the goodness to 
explain them. They appear in 1809-10 to be £600,740, and in the year 
1826,7 they appear to be £1,321,824. Explain under what head the several 
sums included under this word “ civil” come ?—One of the principal items 
is the whole of the charge of the political residencies and embassies to native 
courts. Another principal item is the whole of the expense of public offices 
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ano establishments at the presidency, including the salaries of the G' srnor- 
General, and the Members of Council. Another principal head of expense 
is the Nizamut stipends, and other allowances, which we are bound by treaty ' 
to pay. There is another principal head, the Provincial Battalions. 

104. Is the police of Calcutta included ?—All the provincial and Calcutta 
battalions are included. 

105. Are the irregular cavalry included in that?—No. 

106 . Are the expenses attending the journies of the Commander-in-chief 
and the Governor-General included in this?—They are included in another 
head of charges, the Durbar charges, which is also comprehended in these 
civil charges, which likewise include subsidy to the king of Persia. 

107 . Does that include embassies sent from the other presidencies as well 
as from Calcutta ?—Yes, all the political residencies are comprised in the 
Bengal accounts, and all the embassies. 

108. No part of the charges connected with the collection of the revenue 
are here included?—The revenue charges are not included in the civil 
charges. 

109. Under what head does the expense of the College come ?—That 
comes also under the civil charges. The contributions to public institutions 
are all included. 

110. In reference to the column of Land Revenue, can you give the in¬ 
formation whether that is a revenue collected in money or collected in kind? 
—In money. There is no revenue paid in kind in Bengal. 

111 . The stamps appear to have been in 1809-10, £9,555; and in the 
year 1826 - 7 , £ 67 , 766 . What kind of stamps, or what items, are compre¬ 
hended under that ?—Salaries and establishment, and paper and all inciden¬ 
tal expenses. 

112. Does that include any thing for the machinery used in stamping ?— 
No, I apprehend not. 

113. Are you aware that the charge upon the stamps amounts to full 30 
per cent. ?—1 recollect some alteration in the mode of keeping the stamp 
accounts; and I believe that a portion of that charge is an allowance in 
commutation of fees formerly levied on the institution of suits. There was 
an account to that effect laid before Parliament some time ago, and that 
account may be continued. I believe the charge of collection of stamp duties 
to be about 15 per cent. 

114. Would it be practicable to furnish an account of the expense of the 
per-centage of collecting all the revenue in detail ?—Clearly so. 

115. Can you account for the very great increase of the revenue on stamps 
for the last three years of this account ?—There has been an extension of 
stamp duty to Calcutta. 
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Feb. 1830. 116. Can you account why in the year 1826-?' the receipt was £219,60?, 

_ and the estimated receipt for 1827-8 is £254,435, being a difference of about 
h <> , j.nq . £30,000? I suppose that to have been in consequence of the new system 
having been only in partial operation in the year 1826-7, and it being sup¬ 
posed it would come into complete operation in 182?-8. 

11?. Under what head are the charges for collecting the land revenue ?—• 
Under the head of Revenue. 

118. Is that exclusively the charge of land revenue, or does it include 
charges on any other revenue?—It includes other sums that would not be 
properly considered the expenses of collecting the revenue ; many stipends 
to rajahs and other persons. 

119. There is only one class of stipends included under civil ?—-Only the 
Nizamut. 

120. Can you give any reason to the Committee for the increase of 
charge upon the collection of the revenue, being from 1809-10 to 1826-7, 
in the proportion ot nearly one-third, and the increase of revenue collected 
being only about in the proportion of one-ninth ?—A good deal of the 
increase has been caused by new territory, which has lately come into the 
Company’s possession ; undoubtedly the charge of collecting revenue on 
new territory' is greater than on old territory ; but without examining the 
details I cannot state farther. 

121. You were understood to state, that under the head the Committee 
are now considering, the Benares and the Ceded and Conquered Provinces 
were not included, that they had all their separate heads in another ac¬ 
count?—I understood the Committee to refer only to charges of collecting 
on the old territory; respecting which it is impossible to explain the cause 
of the increase without looking into the particulars of the account. 

122. What items are contained within the column “ Supreme Court and 
Law,” £56,917 in the year 1809-10, and £54,239 in the year 1826-7 ?—The 
charge of the King’s Courts. 

123. Does it include all payments of every kind ; pensions, if there are any, 
connected with the Supreme Court ?—Yes, it does; excepting only such 
portions as are paid in England. 

124. And there is no charge on account of the Supreme Court in any 
other department ? No, there is not, with the before-mentioned excep¬ 
tions. 

125. Does it include payments made in England ?——No; they are brought 
into account at home, and charged in that shape to India. 

126. The next is the head ofSudder and Zillah Courts; does that include 
the expense within Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, or any other district ?—It in¬ 
cludes only Bengal, behar, and Orissa, as far as I can judge from reference 
to the account at the moment, 
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127- It is observable in the accounts as they stand, that on the Revenue 15 Feb. 1830. 
side and on the charge side the revenue and charge of the Ceded Provinces -—- 

and Conquered Provinces are given in gross; can accounts in detail be C. Melvill,Esq, 
given of both those ?—Yes, clearly. 

128. Can you account at all for the expense of the collection of the duties 
of customs having increased so prodigiously ; it appearing that in 1809-10 
it was £10 per cent., whereas in 1826-7 it was £20 per cent. ?—I have no 
doubt it is susceptible of explanation, but I have not the materials at present 
before me. 

129. Can you furnish the Committee with an account of the oustanding 
arrears and balances of the land revenue at the time of making up the ac¬ 
count ?—Yes, certainly. 

130. Can you inform the Committee whether the “ Customs” include the 
charges of customs on goods imported on account of the East-India Com¬ 
pany into Calcutta ?—Yes, undoubtedly. The Company, in its commercial 
character, pays the same duties upon imports and exports as are charged to 
individual merchants. 

131. Do their stores pay duty?—Not their political or military stores; all 
Company’s merchandize pays a duty. 

132. Are all the charges upon the entrance of articles of consumption into 
Calcutta included under the head of this charge of Customs ?—Yes, they are. 

133. Are the Company’s salt and other things, when imported into Cal¬ 
cutta, entered ?—Yes. 

134. The next head is “ Revenuewill you state what are the items 
that come under the charges of revenue ?—The charges of collecting the 
revenue, including the salaries of the members of the Boards of Revenue ; 
the charges of the Collectors in the various districts ; there are also charges 
denominated Pulbundy charges; there is the charge of Revenue surveys; I 
am not aware at this moment of any other except pensions. 

135. Are the expenses of those that are sent to assist the collectors in¬ 
cluded?—In the charges of the collectors are included the cost of their 
establishments, as well as their own allowances. 

136. With the Subrundy corps ?—No, they are not included in the revenue 
charges ; which, however, comprise pensions of a very considerable amount 
chargeable on the revenue, being stipends to natives. 

137- Are there any charges on account of education here?—No; the 
pensions are a very material item. 

138. Is there any expense attending the abkarrie or license system ?—- 
There is a charge for collecting. 

139- Under the next column of “ Charges of Ceded Provinces,” what is 
included ?—The charge for collecting the land revenue, and other receipts, 
from the new territory on the Nerbuddah. 
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140. Under the head of Military Charges there is the amount of three 
millions and a half in 1809, and five millions and a half in 1826 j are those 
confined entirely to the pay of the military, or what is included ?—All mili¬ 
tary expenses of every description; all war charges; the charge of stores 
bought in India, but not that of stores purchased in England. 

141. Do fortifications built come under that head ?—No 

142. Have you the means of distinguishing the ordinary from the extra¬ 
ordinary military expenses, and of separating the expenses which have been 
incurred in the wars which have taken place in the period of those accounts, 
from the ordinary expenses of the military establishment ?—In a consider¬ 
able degree j but I should fear not altogether. 

143. What comes under the head of “ Marine Charges?”—The whole of 
the Master Attendant’s establishment, and the whole of the Pilot’s establish¬ 
ment. 

144. Are all buildings connected with the marine included here ?—The 
buildings are altogether a separate head. 

145. The only other item is “ Interest on Debtsdoes that include all 
debts payable with interest?—All interest that is payable on the Indian 
debt, whether that interest be payable in India or in England. 

146. What change has there been in the rate of interest paid in India?— 
In 1809 it was eight per cent.; in 1814, six per cent.; and in 1828, it is five 
per cent.; that is the average rate. 

147- By whose authority would it be that the increase of debt upon the 
territorial revenues accrued would be transferred; for instance, supposing 
there was a defalcation on the general account to a considerable amount, in 
any given year, would it be by the authority solely of the Company them¬ 
selves that they would transfer that as a debt to the territorial revenue ?— 
The plan for the separation of the accounts has been framed in obedience to 
a Parliamentary enactment, and has been approved by the Board of Com¬ 
missioners for the Affairs of India, and has been laid before Parliament. I 
refer to the last Charter Act. By that Act the Home expenses were divided, 
and instructions were given to the several Presidencies, who framed the 
accounts on the same principle ; and those have been approved by the Com¬ 
missioners under that Act. 

148. In your opinion, does that separation, which is directed by Act of 
Parliament, give a fair means of really judging of the result of the Com¬ 
pany’s trading as merchants ?—With one important exception. The plan 
provides that the rates of exchange which have been to-day mentioned, with 
reference to the territorial accounts, shall be observed in that separation; 
and the effect of observing those rates is, that the Commerce pays very 
largely, and the Territory gains very largely. Perhaps I ought to explain 
to the Committee, that the operation is simply this: the Commerce disburses 
in England for the Territory, in military pay and allowances to King’s and 

Company’s 
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Company’s officers in England, in the purchase of political stores, and. in 
various territorial charges, amounting, on an average, to about three millions 
sterling annually. The Act of Parliament provides that the Territory shall 
issue in India, for the purposes of commerce, an equivalent to the sums so 
issued in England; ancl the plan of separation directs that the Commerce 
shall be repaid its issues made in England, at the rates which have been 
mentioned. 

149 . Has any estimate been made of the extent of the injury that the 
Company suffer in their commercial capacity under that arrangement ?—I 
believe it has ; Mr. Lloyd has, I believe, prepared such an estimate. 

150. (To Mr. Lloyd.) —Can you furnish the Committee with an estimate, 
which you consider to be correct, of what the Company suffer in their com¬ 
mercial capacity under that regulation with respect to the exchange ?—Yes, 
I can, up to the year 1829. 

151. Do you consider that with the exception of that circumstance which 
you have mentioned, the separation between the political and commercial 
character of the Company is fairly stated in the accounts?—With that 
exception, I am certainly of that opinion. 

152. And that if they were different interests, one acting as sovereigns, 
and the other acting as merchants, the accounts would show clearly what 
has been the result in the one capacity and the other ?—Exactly so. 

158. Would you be able to produce an account upon any particular in¬ 
vestment from India to England, and also from India to China, stating the 
amount at which that investment was laid in, and the actual receipts ob¬ 
tained upon that investment?—Yes, I have no doubt I could. 

154. Is there any capital belonging to the Company in their capacity as a 
commercial company, with which they trade ?—I apprehend that their 
commercial assets constitute their commercial capital. 

155. There is no disposable capital in the shape of money for the pur¬ 
chase of those investments ?—We have disposable money, cash being one of 
the assets. 

156 . Is it not the usual custom to draw on the territorial possessions of 
India for such investments ?—Certainly not. 

157. Do any charges of any kind connected with commerce for providing 
the investments appear at all?—Not in the territorial; they are stated in 
the commercial account. 

158. Are the Committee to understand, that on no occasion the invest¬ 
ments of the Company, as a commercial company, have been made through 
the medium of the territorial revenues in India?—Since the year 1814, 
when the accounts were directed by the Act passed in 1813 to be kept 
under the heads of Territorial and Commercial, there has been a running 
account between the Territory and Commerce; the Commerce has paid for 
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every thing they have received from India, and there is now a balance of 
upwards of 5,000,000 sterling due from the Territory to the Commerce. 

150. Can you give the Committee an account of the trade of the Com¬ 
pany to India, and the trade of the Company to China; the trade of the 
Company between India and China distinct, with the result of each de¬ 
scription of trade ?—We can. 

160. Up to what period can that be furnished?—As far as regards the 
home accounts, up to May 1829 : the foreign accounts, as far as the books 
have been received ; I think we have not received the books of 1827-8. 

161. If Commerce now stands creditor to Territory 5,000,000 and up¬ 
wards, will not the manner in which the repayment of those advances have 
been valued, as stated before, nearly double the amount ?—I have no doubt 
it will exceed the proportion that the Committee have stated. I think, from 
some papers I have been preparing, the additional claim upon the Territory, 
if I use the mercantile rate of exchange in England for bills upon India, 
would be 7,000,000 sterling in addition to the 5,000,000. 

162. When you talk of commerce, do you include the China trade?—The 
China trade is part of our commercial concern, certainly. 

168. (To Mr. Melvill.'] —Can you inform the Committee of the reason of 
the extraordinary increase in the department of the Marine; in 1809-10 it 
was £75,147, and in 1827-8 the estimate was to the amount of £239.273 ? 
—Much of the increase is attributable to the estimate having included 
charges connected with the Burmese war ; and there was also brought into 
the estimate the cost of a steam-vessel. 

164. Still the increase was much more than doubled in the year previous 
to the Burmese war?—Yes ; but I think that many of the accounts of that 
expenditure were unadjusted. 

165. (To Mr. Lloyd.) —Can you state as to the creditors of this large 
debt of the East-India Company, what proportion is held in Europe and 
what in India ?—I can furnish the Committee with a statement of a former 
Accountant-general in Bengal, in which he stated the proportion held by 
natives and the proportion held by European residents in India. 

166. Are there accounts at the India-House which will show an estimate 
of the reductions which it is understood are now going on in India?— 
(Mr. Melvill.) —Certain statements have been received from India, showing 
the progress of those reductions ; and the Court of Directors have ordered 
very extensive, reductions, which are now in progress the nature of those 
may be stated. 
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Jovis, 18“ die Februarii, 1830. 

CHARLES MARJORIBANKS, Esq. called in and examined. 

1 67 . You are a servant of the East-India Company in their China Fac- 18 Feb. 1880. 

toiy ? I am. C. Marjwibanks, 

168 . How many years have you been in the Company’s service ?—I have Esq. 

been seventeen years in the service of the East-India Company j the greater 

part of that time resident in China. 

169 . In that situation you had an opportunity of making yourself master 
of the mode in which the trade between China and England is conducted ? 

—-I have had opportunities of acquiring information upon this subject. 

170 . Is the foreign trade of China confined to one port alone ?—It is so 
at present. The Spaniards still enjoy the right of trade to the port of 
Amoy, in the province of Fokien ; but I believe it to be merely a nominal 
privilege, inasmuch as they seldom avail themselves of it The foreign 
trade was in former years open to other parts of the empire, to Chusan, 

Limpo, and the island of Formosa, from which ports foreigners were gradu¬ 
ally excluded by the enactments and oppressions of the Chinese govern¬ 
ment ; but foreign trade is now entirely confined to the port of Canton. 

171 - Is that trade carried on by many persons, or under what peculiar 
circumstances is the trade with China carried on ?—-The legal trade with 
China, as far as the Chinese is concerned, is carried on by a body of men 
called Hong merchants, at present seven in number. 

172 . Those ITongmerchants, therefore, maybe considered as enjoying 
a monopoly of the China trade?—They enjoy the monopoly of the legal 
trade as it is at present carried on, and are the only persons permitted by the 
Chinese laws and government to conduct trade with foreigners. 

173. Do you consider that the present system of carrying on the trade is 
advantageous to China ?—I conceive very great advantages result to China 
generally from foreign trade. The Chinese government has invariably, 
from the first periods of our intercouse with them down to the present 
period, professed to hold it in contempt \ but I believe they are well aware 
that very great advantages result to the empire generally from the foreign 
trade. I do not believe that any large sum is paid into the Imperial Exche¬ 
quer at Pekin in the shape of government revenue ; I have heard that sum 
differently estimated, but I have seldom heard it stated to exceed two' 
millions of dollars from the whole foreign trade 5 I have heard it so stated 
upon Chinese authority, which is always more or less a questionable autho¬ 
rity ; but I believe great advantages result to the country generally from the 
foreign trade, from the encouragent which it gives to native industry, from 
the numerous natives employed in different ways in the transactions of foreign 
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commerce, and from the very flourishing state of the southern provinces of 
the empire, among which I include the Tea provinces, which owe their 
prosperous condition very materially to the foreign trade. I believe the 
appointments of the government offices at Canton are considered, amongst 
the best in the empire; the Chinese themselves, in speaking of an appoint¬ 
ment at Canton, call it quaintly 'promoting to Canton, considering it a 
promotion from most of the other government situations in the empire. 
It affords to the government officers numerous opportunities of realizing 
fortunes, which they have not always the means of enjoying, from the inse¬ 
curity of property. 

174 . Has any change taken place in the trade within your recollection ?— 
Yes, very considerable changes have taken place in the foreign trade gene¬ 
rally. One of the greatest changes which has taken place, and which, in 
my own opinion, will sooner or later affect the security of our trade, is the 
enormous extent of the smuggling trade now carried on in China, amongst 
the islands in the mouth of the Canton river, to a very great extent indeed ; 
so much so, that if the Chinese government had the inclination, I ,d° not 
imagine they possess the means of putting it down, at least by any marine 
force which they have. That trade has originated very much in the opium 
trade, which used formerly to be carried on at the port of Macao, which 
was then principally in the hands of the Portuguese; but by their enact¬ 
ments, which prevented other foreigners from engaging in it except natu¬ 
ralized Portuguese subjects, which enactments were principally passedwith 
a view of excluding British merchants from any participation in its advan¬ 
tages, the opium trade was forced to Whampoa, which may be considered 
the port of Canton : there it was met by counteracting prohibitions and 
exactions of the Chinese government. It was then compelled to seek refuge 
amongst the islands in the mouth of the Canton river, where it is now car¬ 
ried on to a very great extent: indeed, not only in opium, but in articles of 
every description. Great apprehensions have arisen on the part of the 
persons connected with the Chinese government, of the deficiencies which 
are likely to arise in their legal duties, as well as in the profits of the situa¬ 
tions of the Government officers in Canton, if the trade is permitted to 
increase in the manner in which it shows a disposition to do at present. Such 
is the corrupt nature of the government, that the lower custom-house officers, 
who are appointed to put down smuggling, are frequently the persons by 
whose instrumentality it is carried on. There are other changes which have 
taken place in China during the period of my residence. I think the condi¬ 
tion of British subjects in China, with reference to fheir relations with the 
Chinese government, has very materially improved within my recollection, 
and the Company’s trade in tea has increased considerably. 

I 7 . 5 . Has the situation of British residents in China been improved or 
otherwise, or their commercial interest promoted by the last embassy to 
Pekin ?—I think our situation has very materially improved; inasmuch as a 
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very favourable impression was made upon the minds of the Chinese govern¬ 
ment, and indeed of the people generally, by the late embassy to Pekin, 
which arose vei’y much out of the principles upon which that embassy was 
conducted—principles which I have always considered as the most conducive 
to the Company’s interests in China—namely, great conciliation in all inter 
course with government, but at the same time perfect firmness and decision 
in all material points which involved either the national character there, or 
the interests of our commerce; and our national reputation and commercial 
interests have ever had a near and intimate connection. I have always seen 
in China, that what has proved injurious to our national reputation, has had 
an equally injurious effect upon our commercial interests : I believe it will 
continue to remain so. I conceive that our character has been raised in 
public estimation in China by the conduct of Lord Amherst’s embassy; and 
I believe the resistance which Lord Amherst made to the requisitions of the 
Chinese government, which involved on the part of the foreigners the most 
humiliating compliances, has raised, at least preserved unimpaired, the 
British character in China. It is in the very nature of an arbitrary govern¬ 
ment to trample on abject submission, and to have its appetite increased by 
the very means which are adopted for its gratification. By a subservient 
course of conduct we should only have incurred degradation, without the 
shadow of an equivalent. In former years I am not prepared to say it was 
the case, but since I have known China, the representatives of the Com¬ 
pany have endeavoured as much as possible to proceed in such a manner in 
their intercouse with the government and people of the country, as not to 
sacrifice national character for the acquirement of a temporary advantage. 

176 - Do you consider the Company’s representatives in China to possess 
a superior influence over other foreigners ?—Certainly I do. 

177. From what cause?—From the great magnitude of their trade, as 
well as from the superior importance which attaches to British residents in 
China, as in most parts of the world. A knowledge of the Company’s 
power and influence in India certainly contributes to the influence which 
their representatives possess with the government of China—an influence 
which perhaps increases the jealousy and apprehension of the government; 
while it does so, it increases their anxiety to remain on good terms with us. 
When I speak of British residents, I mean in any part of the world I have 
been in, I have generally seen British residents fully more respected than 
those of any other countries, and I think that enters into the causes which 
produce the estimation, in which we are held in China. 

178. What general effect, in your opinion, would be produced in China 
by the opening of the trade to China generally to British ships?—I consider 
that every increased number of British ships which resort to Canton more 
than is necessary for the trade, tend to endanger the security of the trade. 
I mean to say, that every increased resort of British subjects to Canton, by 
bringing them more into possible collision with the Chinese than they at 

C 2 present 


18 Feb. 1830. 

C. Marjoribanks, 
Esq. 



<20 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

18 Feb. 1830. present are under the existing system, would tend to endanger the security 

- of that trade. I think a number of individuals would resort from this 

C. Marjoribanks, country who would enter into very active competition with each other in the 
k.»q. markets of Canton, and that that individual competition would have a ten¬ 

dency to induce them to undersell each other in imports, and to give higher 
prices for the productions of China than are now given by the East-India 
Company. As the trade at present exists, the Company enter as an indi¬ 
vidual purchaser into the market, and have a very great control in consequence 
over the markets of China, which I do not think individuals would possess ; 
I think it would be'very difficult, in the restricted limits to which foreigners 
are generally confined in Canton, for British subjects generally to be 
admitted there; I think it would be found too small for their active com¬ 
petition, and that they would not submit to the required restrictions. 1 am qf 
opinion that one of the immediate effects of an open trade to China would 
he to raise the prices of team the Canton market, which have remained for 
many years fixed, by the power of the Company enabling them to resist any 
attempts which have been made to raise them. I think also that the 
opening of the trade would very much endanger its security, by the increase 
which would take place in the foreign smuggling trade; and I think its 
general effect would be to lower the English character in the estimation of 
the Chinese. 

179. Have you any means of knowing whether the Chinese authorities 
and the Hong merchants have formed any opinion of the advantage or other- 
wise to them, of an open trade ?—The government have at all times objected 
to innovation of any kind ; and they have been so long accustomed to the 
manner in which the trade has been conducted, and to the regular system 
which they have been enabled to establish, that I think they would very 
unwillingly exchange it for any other. I have been told by the Chinese 
with whom I have conversed, that the officers connected with the govern¬ 
ment, upon hearing that changes were in contemplation, expressed them¬ 
selves inimical to such changes. The Hong merchants themselves, at least 
the wealthier part of them, are decidedly against any change which would 
subvert the system on which the Company’s trade is conducted. Howqua, 
the senior Hong merchant, speaking in reference to the subject, said, he 
looked with dread and apprehension at an increased number of British ships; 
which implies an increased resort of British subjects arriving at Canton. I 
believe the Chinese to be perfectly satisfied with the extreme regularity with 
which the Company’s affairs are conducted, as well as with the good faith 
which is uniformly preserved by the Factory in their several transactions. 

180. Do you think that any increased consumption of British manufac¬ 
tured articles would take place if the trade was more open to China than it 
now is?—-I am not disposed to think so ; and my reasons for not thinking 
so are, that I have known the Chinese markets of late years frequently 
filled with English manufactures upon which prime cost could not be re¬ 
alized. I have known- several investments imported by Americans and 
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others, which have sold at a very considerable discount; and I know that 
the Company have for many years, and in former times, sustained very great 
losses indeed upon the import trade into China from England. 

181. Will you explain to the Committee the mode in which the super¬ 
cargoes buy and sell generally for the Company in China?—Our dealings 
take place directly with the Hong merchants, who come to the Factory. 
We partly hear from them the state of the markets generally, and we as¬ 
certain from other sources the state of those markets. All the transactions 
of the Company’s servants are confined to the Hong merchants. Indeed the 
Company is the only legal trader in relation to the Chinese laws at present 
in China. I mean that all other foreigners are more or less connected with 
the illicit trade. 

182. Are measures constantly taken for the increase of the consumption 
of British manufactures in China by the Company ?—Since I have been 
acquainted with China, and on reference to the records of the Companv, I 
have found that the subject more than any other which the Company’s au¬ 
thorities in this country have urged on their servants in China has been, 
that they should use every endeavour to extend the consumption of British 
manufactures in China. I believe that anxiety has not been found wanting 
on the part of the Company’s representatives in China, both from a wish to 
maintain credit in the estimation of their employers, as well as from a desire 
to promote the general interests of British manufacturers. If selfish inte¬ 
rests can be supposed to enter into the arrangement at all, of course our 
commissions would increase with increasing extent of sale. The greater the 
sale the greater our profits. But I believe the anxiety of the Factory to 
promote the consumption of British manufactures in China originates in 
superior motives to any arising out of mere selfish considerations. 

183. What do you consider the impediments to a great extension of 
trade ?—The limits Avhich the Chinese have set to the foreign trade ; their 
confining it to one remote corner of one of the southern provinces of the 
empire. The articles which we import into China are carried to the 
northern provinces through the interior of the countiy. The Chinese have 
every facility of internal intercourse by navigable l'ivers and canals ; but 
such a system is to a certain extent expensive. I conceive, also, the 
Chinese to have arrived at a very great perfection in their own manufac¬ 
tures, some of which are superior to our own, and existed, many hundred 
years before we manufactured at all: perhaps their manufactures have not 
advanced in excellence for many hundred years. 

184. What articles are imported into China in the shape of raw material’s 
in the ships of the Company generally, and by private persons, from India ? 
•—The great import of raw material into China in the ships of the Company 
from India is cotton from the presidencies of Bombay and Bengal, and a 
small portion from Madras; there are pepper and betel-nut, and rattans, 
and articles of that description, which the Company of later years have left 
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entirely to their officers, and is a part of the trade carried on by country 
ships. ‘ The country trade now in China forms, I conceive, a very impor¬ 
tant branch of the British trade, both from its extent, and from the profits 
which arise to the persons engaged in it. It is a trade which, I believe, the 
Company’s authorities in China have shown every disposition to give every 
assistance to. They never considered that commerce at variance with that 
of the Company. 

185. Generally speaking, have the Company’s representatives encouraged 
to the utmost the import of the raw material ?—Yes, they have done all in 
their power to promote it. 

186. Will you explain to the Committee the mode in which the teas are 
bought for the Company, and how they are examined as to their quality, 
and their prices arranged?—The most considerable portion of the Com¬ 
pany’s tea investment is contracted for by the Company with the Hong mer¬ 
chants, in the season previously to that in which the teas are delivered to 
them. The Hong merchants enter into engagements with the tea mer¬ 
chants, and make to them advances upon those contracts. The tea when 
it is brought to Canton is submitted to the inspection of the Company’s in¬ 
spectors there, and indeed is subjected to every scrutiny which is supposed 
to be desirable to ascertain its quality. The Company have, I believe I 
may say, every leaf of black tea at their option ; I mean every parcel of 
black tea of any value is first offered to the Company, and is submitted to 
their inspection previously to its reception. 

187- Have they an equal advantage in respect to green teas ?—We expe¬ 
rience competition with the Americans in respect to some of the classes of 
green teas, and they frequently give higher prices for those green teas than 
the Company’s standard prices. The tea brokers themselves, I mean the 
green tea merchants, who deliver their teas to the Hong merchants, are a 
body of men consisting very nearly of 400. They are men of very small 
capital indeed; the advances are very much made to them from merchants 
in Canton. Those persons always show a greater wish to deal with the 
Company than with individual merchants, from the obvious reason that they 
consider them a more secure and regular customer, a better customer and a 
better paymaster. 

188. The large amount, therefore, of the Company’s trade gives to their 
agents in China great influence with the Hong merchants ?—Unquestion¬ 
ably, and with all the government authorities in any way connected with the 
foreign trade.' 

189. Has not this influence been very beneficial to the whole foreign 
trade of the port ?—I conceive the Company’s trade to be very beneficial to 
the foreign trade generally. It has formed a soi't of breakwater to that 
trade; having prevented innovations of the Chinese government, which 
they are always sufficiently disposed to make upon such privileges as we 
possess •, and having prevented several attempts which have been made to 
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raise the prices of teas, and to levy exactions upon the trade. In some in¬ 
stances, though the trade in China, as far as regards the Chinese, is a mo¬ 
nopoly at present, yet the government has endeavoured to make it a still 
closer monopoly, what they call a Co-Hong, which v?a,s to consist of two 
or three merchants. The prices of imports and exports were to be fixed by 
the Chinese government, and that those Chinese merchants were merely to 
be the agents of the government. This, upon one occasion, was not only 
attempted by the local government at Canton, but it was confirmed by an 
Imperial edict from Pekin, directing it to take place. The Company saw 
the danger which would arise from so closely restricted a system, and that 
we should be in the hands of the despots of the country, very much in the 
same way as we are in those of the Siamese and the Cochin Chinese, when 
we attempt to trade with them at present, and they resisted that innovation. 
The Company’s power and influence in China, and their being able to 
make great pecuniary sacrifices in consequence of delays which took place, 
enabled them to become successful, and to prevent that attempt of the 
Canton government to make it a perfectly close and restricted government 
monopoly, though it was sanctioned by the Emperor’s commands from 
Pekin. I conceive that was one very important occasion on which the Com¬ 
pany have prevented, by their power and influence, an innovation upon 
trade, which must have proved destructive of profits, not only to themselves, 
but to the foreign trade generally. 

190. When did that take place?—1814- was the year in which the discus¬ 
sions commenced; and the previous year the measure had been taken by 
the government. 

191. You stated that the Company resisted; in what way was the resist¬ 
ance evinced ?—This attempt to establish a Co-Hong has been made on 
more than on one occasion ; but the occasion to which I particularly allude 
was during my own residence in the country, in 1814, when an attempt was 
made to break the junior Hong merchants, and sundry other attempts which 
I need not detail, because they are upon the Company’s records, to destroy 
the advantages we had in our eommei’ce with China. The Select Committee 
then came to the determination of stopping the trade, and intimated to the 
Chinese government that, under such circumstances, all amicable relations 
between the two countries must terminate. This gave rise to discussions, 
which continued for several months, involving great losses to individuals, 
and very considerable inconvenience and loss to the Company; but the 
result was eminently successful. The junior Hong merchants remained as 
they were, and the Imperial edict was not carried into effect. I conceive 
that the Company have been generally useful to foreigners, in gradually 
doing away a number of exactions. When our ships first went to China 
they were compelled to submit to numerous inconveniences. The guns were 
taken out of the ships, the rudders unhung, and they were placed entirely 
in subjection to the Chinese government; and it was in consequence of the 
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opposition to those exactions that the government were induced to do away 
with them. Upon all those occasions, I think, when the Company have 
fought their own battle, they have at the same time fought the battle of 
the trade in general. 

Have not the supercargoes occasion frequently to address the Viceroy 
or other authorities upon subjects connected with the British trade ?—Fre¬ 
quently ; though of late years, perhaps, they have been more infrequent, 
because their situation with reference to the government has been much im¬ 
proved. Of late years we have been left much more unmolested than I re¬ 
collect the trade to have been in 1813, and years immediately following. 

193. In what language are petitions allowed to be presented ?—It has been 
a regulation, as applicable to foreign trade, established by the Chinese go¬ 
vernment, that all addresses to them should be written in the European 
character. That regulation was made by the government, from a wish to 
place what construction they pleased upon the addresses which were made to 
them. In former years, that was the case, and at present it exists in every 
case, except in that of the Company. The Company’s representatives are 
the only persons in China who possess the right, a right acknowledged by 
the government, of addressing them in the language of China. 

194. Is there a knowledge of the Chinese language among the members 
of the Factory ?—Very many of the members of the Factory speak the 
language of China. Every encouragement has been given to them to acquire 
a knowledge of it by the Company, in holding forward prospects of certain 
pecuniary rewards, as well as of approbation of their conduct. In addition, 
some men possess anxiety for literary reputation ; but I conceive, a know¬ 
ledge of the peculiar language of China to have been more materially pro¬ 
moted by Dr. Morrison than by any other individual whom I have ever 
known in China. He has been interpreter in the Company’s employ now for 
upwards of twenty years; and the great knowledge he has acquired of the 
Chinese language has enabled him to be eminently successful, not only on 
the occasion of the last embassy to Pekin, but on numerous others, which 
are almost daily occurring with the Chinese. He speaks the language almost 
as fluently as he does English. I believe one of the largest sums which has 
ever been expended upon the publication of a work, has been by thl Com¬ 
pany, in the publication of Dr. Morrison’s Chinese Dictionary, which emi¬ 
nently facilitates the acquisition of the language. I think the expense of 
the Company in that work could not have been less than £12,000 sterling ; 
and that dictionary is at this moment employed by the Japanese as a medium 
of translation into their own language. The colloquial language of Japan 
is different from the Chinese, but they use the same character. 

195. Does Dr. Morrison still receive a salary from the Company ? —He is 
their interpreter. I mention Dr. Morrison’s name, because I think him 
eminently conspicuous as a Chinese scholar; and I think the advantages 
which have resulted from his services have been very great indeed. He went 
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out as a missionary upon his own account at first, with a view to the objects 18 Feb. 1830. 

of his mission, which 1 believe have not been very successful. - 

. , C. Marjorilmnks, 

19o. Are there any foreigners resident in China, as far as you know, who Esq. 
are masters of the language ?—There are none of the foreign residents in 
China who possess any knowledge of the language, if I except the Portu¬ 
guese padres at Macao. I am not acquainted with any foreigner at this mo¬ 
ment at Canton who possesses a knowledge of the language, except per¬ 
sons connected with the Factory. The resident merchants certainly have 
not; it is not their business ; they go there for commercial purposes; and it 
is a language which requires almost the devotion of a life to acquire any useful 
knowledge of it. 

197- Have you any means of knowing whether the American trade in 
China has increased or decreased of late years ?—Within the last two or 
three years the trade has very materially decreased. I have an abstract of 
the American imports and exports ; it is taken from American sources of 
information, and from this I find in 1825-6 the Americans had 42 ships in 
China, and that the amount of their imports was 7 , 700,000 dollars, and their 
exports 8,900,000 dollars; in 1826-7 the number of the ships was reduced to 26, 
the amount of their imports was 8,800,000 dollars, and their exports 4,800,000 
dollars; in 1827-8 the number of American ships in China was only 20, 
being less by half than what it had been in 1825-6 ; in that year the amount 
of their imports was 6,200,000 dollars, and the amount" of the exports 
6,000,000; and when I left China in December 1828-9, there had only 
arrivedin China 12 vessels. I have received no later account of the amount 
of the American trade, nor to my knowledge is there any in this country; 
but this exhibits within the last few years a very remarkable falling off'in the 
amount of the American trade to China. I may mention, as confirmatory of 
that fact, that Mr. Edward Thompson, of Philadelphia, who is the largest 
ship-owner I have known in the American trade connected with China, who 
had five or six vessels in China, in his deposition which Was laid before Con¬ 
gress, explanatory of the deficiency in his payment of duties, stated that he 
had engaged in the Chinese trade with five or six vessels, with a capital of 
800,000 dollars, as applicable to that trade, and that he had himselfj as an 
individual trader, paid a larger sum to the American government in the shape 
of duties than he believed any other individual; I think he stated 14,000,000 
of dollars, and at that moment he said he was a bankrupt. I mention him as 
being the largest American ship-owner I have known as connected with the 
China trade. The result of the information which I have derived from the 
American agents themselves resident in China certainly has been unfavour¬ 
able to the profits of their trade generally. Some of the American agents 
have realized money by dealing in opium and by other means, but I believe 
those that have engaged in commerce between China and the United States, 
and in later years between China and Foreign Europe, have not been at all 
successful; in some instances very much the reverse. This estimate exhibits a 
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statement of the American trade from 1804-5 till 1827-8 ; it was copied 
principally from the book of an American resident in Canton, but it was 
derived entirely from American sources, and therefore I imagine it to be 
correct, 

[The witness delivered in the statement, which was read, asjbllows.1 
ESTIMATE of the Total Amount and Value of the American Exports and Imports. 


Seasons. 

N° of Ships. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1804-1805. 

n -- c - 

34 

Dollars . 

3,555,818 

Dollars. 

3,842,000 

1805-1806. 

42 

5,326,358 

5,127,000 

1806-1807... 

37 

3,877,362 

4,294,000 

1807-1808.. 

33 

3,940,090 

3,476,000 

1808-1809. 

8 

479,850 

808,000 

1809-1810... 

37 

5,744,600 

5,715,000 

1810-1811...... 

16 

2,898,800 

2,973,000 

1811-1812.. 

25 

3,132,810 

2,771,000 

1812-1813. 

8 

1,453,000 

620,000 

1813-1814-1815. 

9 

451,500 

572,000 

1815-1816. 

30 

' 2,527,500 

4,220,000 

1816-1817.. 

38 

5,609,600 

5,703,000 

1817-1818..... 

39 

7,076,828 

6,777,000 

1818-1819.. 

47 

9,867,208 

9,057,107 

1819-1820. 

43 

8,185,800 

8,173,000 

1820-1821.... 

26 

4,035,000 

4,088,000 

1821-1822. 

45 

8,199,741 

7,058,741 

1822-1823. 

40 

8,339,389 

7,523,492 

1823-1824. 

34 

6,315,127 

5,677,149 

1824-1825. 

43 

8,962,045 

8,501,119 

1825-1826. 

42 

7,776,301 

8,949,562 

1826-1827. 

26 

3,843,717 

4,363,788 

1827-1828... 

20 

6,238,788 

6,559,925 

1828-1829. 

. _ _ __ _ 

12 vessels only in China on 1st December. 


198. Is it not understood that the senior Hong merchant, Howqua, has 
embarked in the American trade on his own account?—When I was first 
acquainted with the trade in 1813-14, Howqua was very considerably en¬ 
gaged with the Americans. At that period, and some years subsequently, 
I believe the American trade to have been very profitable, at the period 
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when they were acting as carriers to the world generally, when British ships 
were excluded very much from the ports of foreign Europe ; but latterly, for 
several years, he has entirely withdrawn from his connection with the Ameri¬ 
cans, solely upon the ground,. I believe, of his having found it very unpro¬ 
fitable. I have that information derived from himself, that he found Ins last 
speculations connected with the Americans not at all profitable. 

199 . Do you consider that the Americans purchase their teas on equally 
favourable terms with the Company ?—I think the Company have a decided 
advantage in the purchase of teas over any other competitor, inasmuch as all 
the classes of black teas are in the first instance submitted to them 5 and if 
they are disposed to give the same prices for green teas as the Americans, X 
believe the Chinese would infinitely rather deal with them than with the 
Americans or any other individuals. When the Americans give larger 
prices, of course the Chinese, proceeding upon common commercial piin- 
ciples, deliver their teas to them when their security of payment is good. 

200 . Has the price of teas generally to the Company been increased or 
decreased latterly?—One of the advantages which I conceive to have ansen 
from the Company’s system is, that it has kept the teas at a fixed price. An 
attempt was made in 1819 and 1820, by combinations of the green tea mer¬ 
chants, and afterwards of the’tdack tea merchants, to raise the prices of teas 
most materially. In the case of the green tea merchants, it was a very strict 
combination amongst the individuals connected with the trade; they met. 
together and expressed their determination to maintain their prices. I he 
Company were equally obstinate, and were not disposed to yield to their 
terms. A considerable delay took place in the sailing of the Company s 
ships from China, and of course loss to the Company upon demurrage •, but 
the Company’s possession of capital enabled them to sustain that loss, and 
the combination amongst the Chinese tea merchants was broken in conse¬ 
quence, while the Company had the power of punishment in their own hands. 
They refused to receive the teas, even though of a good quality, from the 
tea merchants who had been the principal persons connected with this com¬ 
bination, and bankruptcy and very serious losses were the consequence to 
those merchants of the rejection of the tea by the Company. I he Company 
eventually succeeded in maintaining prices at their former standard, f hat is 
one particular occasion which I remember where the Company have main¬ 
tained the prices of teas. An occasion occurred in 1825, where the Company 
reduced the prices of their contract teas considerably, one tale per pecul; 
they received the teas at reduced prices, by which a saving resulted to the 
Company of £ 20,000 sterling per annum. 

201 . How much is a tale and a pecul ?—-Six shillings and eightpence is 
the conventional value of a tale; and a pecul is 133£ lbs. The real value of 
the tale is not, however, more than 65 . j I mean if a tale weight or dollars 
silver were melted down, it would not yield more pure silver than that con¬ 
tained in 6s. 
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202 . Does the American Consul in China possess an efficient control over 
his countrymen there ?—I do not consider at all efficient for the good con¬ 
duct of the trade: indeed he possesses very little power beyond having the 
right of administering an oath; and upon some occasions where his power 
has been called in question, the Americans have made a very unhappy exhi¬ 
bition. Upon an important occasion, which was in 1821, when a seaman 
belonging to one of their ships was accused of homicide, and where, from 
every inquiry that was made, the man, I believe, was entirely innocent of the 
crime imputed to him, the Chinese, as usual, demanded that he should be 
given up. The Consul, who was a man of much good feeling, resisted that 
demand ; but his countrymen, and the persons connected with the trade, 
and the captains of the ships, formed themselves into a combination, as it 
were, against the Consul, and resisted his wishes. The seaman, who was a 
Sicilian by birth, was surrendered into the hands of the Chinese. I believe 
this association of the Americans so far sheltered themselves under the plea 
that he was not a citizen of the United States, and that they were not com¬ 
pelled to protect him. He was surrendered to the Chinese government, 
strongly against the private individual remonstrances of members of the 
British Factory. The select committee, as a public body, was not called 
upon to interfere in it. The unfortunate man, when delivered up to the 
Chinese, underwent a mere sham trial. He scarcely spoke English (he was 
a Sicilian by birth) ; nobody but Chinese interpreters were present; his hand 
was covered with ink, and he ignorantly placed the impression of it upon a 
paper, which was a confession of his guilt. It was expected, as in other 
cases of homicide, the sentence would be referred to the Emperor for his 
sanction : instead of that, the seaman, without any intimation, was carried to 
the place of public execution three days afterwards, and strangled. I believe 
that is a case which has tended very much to degrade the foreign character 
in China, and which may have a very prejudicial influence upon the foreign 
relations in China. I believe the American character, in the estimation even 
of the Chinese, was very considerably lowered by that act. By it was in 
some measure subverted the precedent which the British Factory had on 
several previous similar occasions succeeded in establishing, by strenuously 
opposing the execution of the merciless and indiscriminating laws of China. 
I have known one or two individuals, American merchants, in Canton, who 
were persons of great respectability; but their general mercantile character 
in China certainly stands very far from high—I mean in relation to their 
commercial transactions. I ought to state, that the American Consul, who 
had thus proved the inefficiency of his power, was so disgusted with the pro¬ 
ceedings of his countrymen, that he immediately resigned his situation. 

203. In the event of the trade being open to British subjects generally, do 
you apprehend that the appointment of a King’s Consul will ensure that 
respectability which is now given to the chief supercargo of the Company ?— 
I conceive that a person possessing the power of King’s Consul alone, unless 
that power was backed by some other influence, would not be successful in 
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controlling his countrymen there, or regulating our intercourse with the 
Chinese. My reason for thinking so is, that the Chinese have on all occa¬ 
sions refused to acknowledge any government authority whatever, or any 
King’s officers. Upon occasions where officers of his Majesty’s ships have 
been in China, when discussions have arisen out of their coming into collision 
with the Chinese, the Company have always requested the Chinese govern¬ 
ment to communicate with the officers of his Majesty’s ships, stating as their 
reason that they possess no authority over them. The answer of the Chinese 
has always been, “ we acknowledge no authority in China but the Company’s 
Factory, through whom alone we will communicate.” When an English 
admiral was in China, which took place in 1808-—when Admiral Drury was 
conducting his ill-concerted expedition, the same language was held by the 
government. In former years the Company’s Chief did possess the powers 
of King’s Consul. In 1698, indeed, at one time there were two King’s Con¬ 
suls in China, the representatives of rival East-India Companies. I believe 
considerable advantage would arise from the Company’s Chief in China being 
vested with the powers of King’s Consul; not that 1 think the Chinese 
would consider his situation changed, but that it would give him a more dis¬ 
tinct power, which the representatives of the East-India Company really do 
not possess, on occasions of homicide, or others, when they are placed in 
situations of very great difficulty indeed, and when they are left entirely to 
proceed upon the principles of common sense j but there are no laws made 
for their protection in China, and no sufficient instructions given for their 
guidance in very embarrassing situations with the Chinese. I allude to occa¬ 
sions of murder and homicide occurring. Even in cases where they believe 
there has been murder, they have not the power of examining evidence upon 
oath j and murder has often to be proved upon circumstantial evidence; 
they cannot, therefore, unless under the certainty of the crime having been 
committed, surrender an individual. They are equally required to do so in 
cases of homicide by the Chinese government, whose law is very indiscrimi- 
nating upon that subject; their situation, therefore, becomes very embarassing 
indeed. 1 he Company’s Factory have been told that the necessity of sub¬ 
mission to the laws of the country in which they resided might be pleaded as 
sufficient to justify them in pursuing a different course from what they have 
done ; but they have declined sheltering themselves under such an unworthy 
plea of justification. 

2 Qf. Will you be good enough to give the Committee any information 
you possess with reference to the growth of tea in the interior?—The 
black tea imported by the East-India Company is grown and manufactured 
in the province of Fokien, with the exception of about one-third of that 
sort called by us bohea, which third part is produced in the north-eastern 
corner of the province of Canton, in a district called Wo-Ping, which 
gives its name to the tea in question. The green tea is all grown in the 
province of Kiang-nan, Kiang-si, and Che-Kiang, but chiefly in the two 
former. I lie tea-plants of all these provinces are supposed to be of one 
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• . difference in the manufactured article arising from difference 

T» ^^"ULfHCture. Green tea has been 
Sets from whence the black tea comes, and men versa. Some ot the twas 
the «Lf in Fokien are picked in the early part oi the spring, beto.e 

*£? BB S r l£ E rS’f 

c ° ,®, F 0 „_ 8 Thp tea sent to Russia is said to be pekoe, slightly adul- 

fn the beginning of May the leaves 
teratec y _ . then thrown out, and picked about 

EEKl^X'SS a third crop about the 

first pickings are die^best, and riearijr^ual in quahty^^rhehthird^crop^ 

£‘"S 3rs§sS5?.stss-"- 

market where persons, whose business lies in that line, collect quantities o 

SSSfesi staesjs is 

Hon? Iltelea''^hase from the men 

rsSt a .be°‘hard!thc bestiaves, with more or less discrimination 

each dti cefand conformity of quality, where the tea merchant ac s honestly; 
i | those parcels of tea which, under certain Chinese names, have proved 
in series ol' years of excellent quality and similar characters, and which are 

the London sales, are not the produce of any par¬ 
ticular farm*, but owe their character to the skill and good faith with which 
the tea memliant or the Hong merchants’ agent have executed their com- 
missions in selecting only superior parcels of leaves in the market of V oo-y- 
Sr Green tea is brought from the three provinces above-mentioned. 
I ike the black tea, the different classes are formed by selecting the bettei 
fVnm the inferior leaves after they have been dried ; the light leaves, aepa- 
{StTwlSmachine teem the heavier, form hyson skins; much 
of the skins of twankay are sold as hyson skins. Copper is never used m 
making preen tea. The blooming appearauce of hyson, gunpowder, &c. 
is sahUo arise from the effects of carefully roasting the leaves in iron vases 
placed over a fire, and by rubbing them against the sides of the vessel, 
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this process with the green teas much skill is requisite; and there is a class 
of persons who are hired by some of the tea merchants to superintend 
their respective manufactories. The bohea tea is composed partly of the 
lower grades of the Vu-y-shan tea, which has been left unsold after the 
departure of the last ships of the season, and partly of the tea grown in the 
district of Canton called Wo-Ping. The green tea merchants who come 
annually to Canton are supposed to be very numerous, about 400, many with 
very small adventures; the black tea merchants are fewer in number, but it 
is believed that there is not one of either party sufficiently provided with 
funds to be able to trade on his own capital. The Hong merchants advance 
the tea merchants from 2,000 to 3,000 tales per chop of congo or twankay, 
by which means the article is procured ; formerly, that is until about 1814 or 
1815, the East-India Company had for a long period themselves advanced 
such sums as those above stated to the Hong merchants, by whom the money 
was transferred to the tea merchant. The plan was abandoned, because partly 
it was found in a great degree to compel an acceptance of the tea provided, 
whether good or bad, as the only means of recovering the loan; and partly 
from a desire to lessen as much as possible the extent of the East India Com¬ 
pany’s property at risk in China. The richer Hong merchants each send a 
purser or clerk to the black tea country to manufacture for them a few chops 
of tea, which usually prove the best of the investment; and they assert that 
these first class teas do not pay them profit in proportion to the inferior 
sorts, and that they continue the partial manufacture of the former only to 
satisfy the Company’s earnest demand for them, and in consideration of the 
larger share of business allotted to them. In an open trade these motives 
would not exist. 

205. Will you inform the Committee of the mode in which the woollens 
from this country are disposed of to the Hong merchants ?—The woollens 
are disposed of to the Hong merchants under very favourable circumstances 
as regards charges, inasmuch as what the Hong merchants call the Consoo 
charges, which are the charges arising out of the operations connected with 
the expenses of their own Hongs, are not levied upon our manufactured 
woollens at all. They are, in the first instance, delivered to the Hong mer¬ 
chants, who have upon all occasions, since I have been acquainted with them, 
declared that they sustained losses upon the Company’s woollens, and they 
only consented to receive them on consideration of the large pui'chases of tea 
made by the Company. Through the influence of the Hong merchants, the 
tea merchants are induced to receive a considerable portion of those woollens 
in payment of the teas received from them ; and by that means, I believe, 
the woollens find their way into the interior of the country with greater faci¬ 
lities than they could otherwise do. 

206 . Is there not that confidence in the Company’s mark, that a bale of 
goods so marked will go all over China ?-— I believe that has been proverbial 
for many years; and I believe not only upon the Company’s mark, but the 
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Company’s seal, whenever that is affixed, they consider it a pledge of safety 
and security. I may say the same of the word of the Company s ser vant passed 
on matters of business ; no written engagements are required. “ It is enoug 
if it is in the Company’s book,” has been the common answer of a Hong 
merchant, when large sums have been owing to him, sometimes to the amount 
of half a million sterling. , 

207. Do you apprehend that a bale of goods which had not the Company s 
mark would experience the same ready transit, and have the same security at¬ 
tached to it ?_It would not be received without examination and measurement. 

208 Do you believe that a supply of tea could be obtained by the con¬ 
sumer; in this country at a cheaper rate than it now is, if the rade were 

thrown open ?—I conceive, with refererme to what I lw^gei^as cKhe 

competition that would ensue among individuals of the Butish meryptife 
community in the markets of Canton, one of the immediate results of that 
would be to raise the prices of teas. It might be supposed that that might 
be met by an increased manufacture of teas. As far as green teas are con¬ 
cerned we know that cannot be, for we have never received green teas 
enough ; there has been an increasing demand for green teas, and not a pro- 
portiSrate increased supply.. With respect to the hetto classes ot Mack teas, 
for the reason which I gave in a former answer, that the Hong merchants 
derive little or no profit upon them, I think they would not be Foducedi 
probably their production would discontinue; but the inferior sorts of black 
teas might, I have no doubt, be increased m quantity if there was a decided y 
increased demand for them. I conceive that the increase of quantity could 
only be accompanied by a corresponding deterioration m quality. I iom 
every attention I have given to the subject, 1 believe that so flu as the Com¬ 
pany’s purchases of teas in China are concerned, and the charges upon them 
there, tea is supplied by them to the English consumer cheaper than it coula 
be under any other system. 

209. Were you a member of the select committee at Canton ?—1 was. 

210. Will you be good enough to state to the Committee if you know in 

what other articles, besides opium, the smuggling trade is carried on upon 
the coast of China ?—I conceive that at present it extends to ai tides, more 
or less, of every description ; not on the coast of China, but among the islands 
in the mouth of the Canton river. ..... 

211 Articles of British manufacture ?—I am not aware of any individual 
instance where smuggling of articles of British manufacture has existed; but 
I know nothing to preclude it. 

212 Can you state what were the articles of British manufacture imported 
by the Americans on which you stated that you supposed a loss had been 
sustained at Canton?—I understood from American agents at Canton, that 
losses had been sustained by their imports into Canton, both on woollens and 
on cotton piece-goods imported in American ships. 


213. Has 
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213. Has there been, during the period of your residence there, any sus¬ 
pension of the commercial intercourse between the Chinese and all British 
subjects trading to Canton ?—There has. 

214. Will you be good enough to state on what occasions that took 
place ?—The first serious one was in 1814. 

215. How did that originate ?—It arose immediately from the act of the 
Company’s representatives themselves, who suspended the trade in conse¬ 
quence of the conduct of the Chinese government towards them; in con¬ 
sequence, as I think I have stated, of an attempt to establish a Co-Hong 
system ; in consequence of our ships being fired at *, natives in our employ¬ 
ment being seized and punished; and in consequence of acts which showed 
an hostility on the part of the Chinese government to such an extent that 
our amicable relations could not be continued j and the Select Committee, 
under these difficulties, themselves intimated to the Chinese government the 
necessity of suspending the trade. 

216. When you speak of the Company, you mean the Factory?—I mean 
the Company’s representatives. 

217. How long did that suspension continue ?—It continued for a con¬ 
siderable time. I cannot say the precise period, but I believe about two 
months. 

218. Did it extend to all British ships at Canton?—In the first instance 
there was a disposition on the part of the country trade at Canton to consider 
their separate interests. The Select Committee’s reply to them was this, 
that in cases where the Company’s individual interests alone are concerned, 
we do not wish any other persons to be involved ; but in cases which concern 
the interests of the British trade generally, if a measure has been taken by 
us to produce an influence upon the mind of the Chinese government, we 
must make that measure as operative as possible; and under those circum¬ 
stances they suspended the British trade generally. It was a strong measure, 
and was very naturally objected to by individuals who were suffering incon¬ 
veniences from losses they sustained. Some were very clamorous; but the 
Select Committee, who were exercising what they considered a public duty, 
were not deterred from the performance of it, and the trade was suspended 
in consequence. An interruption took place for, I think, two months. 
Mandarins were deputed to negociate with the Company’s authorities at 
Canton ; and the result of that negociation was, that the principal points 
on which the Company insisted were conceded to them, and the trade 
restored to its former footing. I may mention this, which occurred in 1814, 
as, I believe, the only instance upon record, as far as I can speak, where the 
Chinese government consented to enter into what may be considered a treaty 
with any foreign representatives. 

219. Will you be good enough to state the next occasion on which a sus~ 
pension took place of all commercial intercourse between the Chinese and 
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the British ?-—I think no other occasion occurred till the year 1820, when I 
was absent from China, when a Chinese was accidentally shot by an officer 
belonging to one of the Company’s ships. 

220. Was the suspension an act of the Chinese government, or of the 
Company’s supercargo?—Of the Chinese government on that occasion; 
they demanded the life of the individual, and the Committee would not 
surrender him. 

221. Flow long was the trade suspended upon that occasion ?—For a very 
short period ; my recollection is, that it was only for a few days. 

222. How did it terminate ?—The result was of a very peculiar nature. 
The day that the Chinese was found killed, a butcher, belonging to one of 
the Cothpany ? s ships, had committed suicide; the Hong merchants heard 
of the circumstance, and said that it was a very extraordinary thing that this 
suicide should have immediately followed the murder of the Chinese, 
There was no anxiety upon the part of the Chinese government then to 
enter into collision with the English, and still less anxiety on the part of the 
English to enter into collision with them. The Hong merchants were anxious 
that no differences should arise ; they mentioned the above circumstance to 
the Chinese government, and it was eagerly seized by them. A deputation 
of Mandarins was sent to the Company’s ships: they examined the evidence 
of one or two sailors upon the subject, who I believe said that they thought 
it was very extraordinary that the butcher should have died the same day as 
the Chifiese, and the deputed Mandarins determined that the butcher was 
the murderer. 

223. You have adverted to the nature and extent of the country trade; 
can you state the probable amount of tonnage employed in the country trade 
from the different ports in India to Canton ?—It is in the public statements 
laid before Parliament. I have of late years seen about seventy country 
ships in China annually. 

224. Do you think the extent of tonnage employed in the country trade 
is more or less than that employed by the East-India Company in the port 
of Canton ?—Some years ago we used to consider the whole British trade as 
nearly divided; the Company’s trade used to be about 20,000 tons, and the 
country trade about 20,000 tons; of late years the Company’s trade has 
fluctuated. In 1827 the Company’s tonnage was about 37,700 tons, and in 
that year I consider it was beyond the country trade. I am not prepared 
to state what the amount of the country tonnage is, but it is very considerable, 
and I consider it a very important part of the British trade to China. 

225. Do you conceive the country trade has been increasing during the 
period of your stay in China ? —Ido. This has chiefly arisen from the 
enormous increase in the consumption of opium by the Chinese,... who now 
give some 10,000,000 or 12,000,000 of dollars, for what can only be con¬ 
sidered a poison. 

226. How 
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226 . How is the country trade carried on;; is it carried on through the 
interference of the Company’s servants at Canton?—The commercial 
transactions are carried on perfectly distinct from those of the Company. 
The persons connected with the country trade have often, when steps have 
been taken by the Committee which involved their interests, raised objections; 
but upon occasions where difficulties have arisen, where the persons con¬ 
nected with the country trade became involved with the Chinese, they 
generally have applied to the Company’s authorities. One occasion X 
remember, when I was last in China. A country captain in 1826 arrived 
from Whampoa, and mentioned that a Chinese had been killed on board his 
ship. The Select Committee immediately upon hearing this, instead of 
waiting till the report reached the ears of government, sent a deputation into 
the city, and stated that a Chinese had been killed on board a country ship, 
whose death they considered to have arisen entirely from accident. From 
the manner in which that statement was made, the Chinese expressed them¬ 
selves satisfied. I believe that * is one occasion in which, if the Company 
had not interfered, the country trade might have been involved in serious 
difficulties. I remember other instances in Which the Company’s interference 
has been called for to protect the interests of, the country trade. It is going 
too much into detail to mention those instances. I remember one occasion 
particularly, where an attempt was made by officers of the Chinese govern¬ 
ment to search the country ships lying at Whampoa, which it was considered 
would be a very serious matter were it ever submitted to. The persons 
Connected with the country ships applied to the Company, who immediately 
interposed their influence, and prevented a search taking place. 

227. Are the Committee to understand that the country trade is conducted 
at Canton by commercial agents, or commanders of the country traders, 
without the intervention of the East-India Company’s servants at all ?—The 
operations of buying and selling are ; but on occasions which involve pro* 
tection, or which involve rights, the members of the British mercantile 
community apply to the Select Committee, as the only authority that is likely 
to obtain them redress. They have not the means of addressing the Chinese 
government, except through the medium of the Hong merchants. 

228. Have the Select Committee the means of communicating with the 
Chinese government, except through the medium of the Hong merchants ? 
—The Select Committee are the only foreign residents who possess the right 
of addressing the government in the Chinese. language. When their 
addresses are sent in to government, they are seat by the Hong merchants ; 
but they are sealed with the Company’s seal, and; delivered in an unbrok’en 
state into the hands of the government. 

229. Are you aware of any instance in which a personal interview Has 
been given by the Chinese authorities at Canton to any of the Company’s 
servants ?—Several. 

230. Upon what occasion ?—There have been* occasions When the Viceroy 
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has accepted entertainments onboard the ships of the Company, which is 
the strongest case that could occur. When the Imperial Legate accompanied 
the embassy from Pekin, who is a still higher authority than the Viceroy, 
he came to the Company’s Factory and dined with us. 

231. Did he come down to meet the ambassador?—He came in attend¬ 
ance on him; but there are numerous instances where the Company’s 
records exhibit statements of personal conferences with the officers of the 
Chinese government. 

232. The question applies to the time of your own personal knowledge, 
during the time you were in China, whether during that period you are ac¬ 
quainted with any personal interview having been granted by the Chinese 
authorities to any of the Company’s servants on business?—-Upon occasion 
of announcing the embassy, a deputation of the Company’s servants waited 
on the Viceroy, and announced to him the embassy personally. We con¬ 
ceive it generally better, in consequence of the rigidity of the Chinese 
forms, to carry on our communication with the government as much as pos¬ 
sible by correspondence; but some of the Ohinese, high in rank, frequently 
come to the Company’s factory and accept of entertainments : they are re¬ 
ceived on friendly terms. On such occasions we avoid business; for the 
Chinese conceive there is great want of taste in speaking to them about 
points of business, if you ask them to your house. Much want of tact has 
been shown on some occasions by foreigners, who have marred the good¬ 
will and civil disposition of their guests by very ill-timed and unseasonable 
applications. 

233. Was the interview upon that occasion, with reference to the em¬ 
bassy, connected with any part of the commercial affairs of the Company ? 
—Of course it was not; he was the King’s authority sent to the country, 
and as such lie was announced. 

234. Were there any commercial matters touched upon at the interview ? 
—I believe it would have been considered highly indecorous if they had been 
alluded to. 

235. Have the Chinese authorities admitted any direct intercourse with 
the servants of the East-India Company on commercial matters; or are not 
all communications carried on through the Hong merchants or through the 
linguists ?—Unquestionably not. I think I have stated, that in 1814 a de¬ 
putation of Mandarins was sent to the Factory for the purpose of adjusting 
the differences with the Company. The Mandarin deputed was a person of 
very high rank, and he came to the Factory on several successive days, and 
discussed the various points till the necessary arrangements were made. 
There are numerous other instances where we have had intercourse with 
them. 

236. Was he a member of the Canton government; was he a Viceroy ? 
-—He was deputed by the Viceroy; he was a man of very high rank. 

237. Are 
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237. Are you aware,of any application having been made by the Select 
Committee for an interview on any commercial matters or business of any 
kind ?— I speak of that case in 1814 as being intimately connected with die 
commerce of the Company. On minor occasions, if there are differences, 
for example about landing cargoes from ships, the Company’s servants con¬ 
sider it much better to avoid requesting an interview upon such occasions, 
and send their addresses to the Hoppo, who is the head of the Customs. I 
believe men in high official situations in China, as elsewhere, would consider 
it a very great inconvenience if personal interviews were demanded on oc¬ 
casions of minor importance. 

238. Are you aware, at any period during your residence in China, of 
an application having been made by the Select Committee, or any of its 
members, for an interview with the Viceroy of Canton or any constituted 
Chinese authorities, on the commercial affairs of the East-India Company? 
—I think this in 1814 was a demand which comes under the description 
contemplated in the question; it was a demand for an interview, and an ad¬ 
justment of their commercial relations. There have been, however, several 
other occasions. 

239. How was that application answered ?—By the deputation of a Man¬ 
darin, a man of high rank. 

240. What took place with that Mandarin who came to the Factory ?— 
There were other Mandarins who came with him, and the affairs in discus¬ 
sion were satisfactorily adjusted. 

241. The Chinese answered that demand by sending a deputation of Man¬ 
darins to the Factory ?—Yes. 

242. Are you aware of any instance in which any of the sailors in the 
ships carrying on the Indian trade to China, or any of their^ supercargoes, 
or any one connected with them, conducted themselves at Canton in such 
a manner as to occasion any interruption to the commercial intercourse 
between the Chinese and the British flag at Canton?—The India ships are 
manned by native sailors almost entirely, who are very different indeed from 
our English sailors. 

234. Are you aware of any interruption having been occasioned between 
the Chinese and the British, by any of the crews of the ships carrying on 
the trade between British India and Canton?—Not during my residence. I 
have known instances which I have seen upon the Company’s records. Ihe 
Lascars are a very inoffensive people, who would submit to insults of dif¬ 
ferent kinds. They have none of the bold intrepidity, or careless and reck¬ 
less character of English sailors. I think the extraordinary matter is not 
that so many differences have occurred with the Chinese, but that so few 
have occurred, which I attribute very much to the excellent discipline of 
the Company’s ships,, and the character of the officers by whom those ships 
are commanded. • 

244. Are 
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241*. Are the sailors of the Company’s ships permitted to visit Canton 
now on liberty ?—No. 

245. Are the crews of the country traders, the Lascars, permitted to visit 
Canton on liberty ?—I have seen a great number in Canton very frequently 
drunk in the factories. 

246. But you are not aware of their having occasioned any disturbance 
' to call for the interference of the Select Committee, or to occasion any in¬ 
terruption to the commercial intercourse between the Chinese and British 
flags P—No. 

247- You have adverted to the period when Admiral Drury was in China ; 
were you there yourself at that time ?—No, I was not; it was in 1808. 

248- 9. You stated that the Chinese refused to hold any intercourse with 
Admiral Drury, because he was not a servant of the Company, being a 
King’s officer, whom they did not acknowledge,—do you state that as a 
fact?—I state that as a fact. It appears in all the Chinese proclamations 
I have seen relative to the expedition to take possession of Macao, that the 
Chinese, when applied to by Admiral Drury, said, we acknowledge no 
authority but that of the East India Company. The Select Committee said, 
the Admiral is a* distinct authority, over whom we have no control. The 
answer of the Chinese was in very violent words, saying, that the men-of- 
war came there, and took ships off their coast, and they did not wish to have 
their visits; and they had now come and taken possession of the island of 
Macao ; and that till Admiral Drury withdrew from Macao, and till the 
troops were re-embarked, they would hear nothing. 

250. Are you aware that, upon that occasion, Admiral Drury came up 
to Canton from the second bar, where his ship was lying, for the purpose 
of having an interview with the Viceroy, having been promised by the 
Hong merchants that the Viceroy would see him ?—As to the promise of 
the Hong merchants that the Viceroy would see him, that I cannot speak 
to. I should be disposed to question the fact; but I have a perfect recol¬ 
lection of these two instances, and I have very deeply lamented them; for 
I think the expedition of 1S08 is one of those unfortunate occasions in which 
the English character has been exhibited to very little advantage in China. 
Admiral Drury came up to Canton and insisted upon an interview with the 
Viceroy. The Viceroy refused him that interview, when he sent an intima¬ 
tion to the Viceroy that he would be in his palace in the city in the course 
of half an hour. The Viceroy declined a visit offered in such unusual terms, 
and said he should not come, but that he must go back to his ship. Ad¬ 
miral Drurv did not persevere in his expressed intention, but returned to 
his ship. He, on the second occasion alluded to in the question now put 
tome, ordered the boats of his own and the Company’s ships’to be manned 
and armed, and to proceed up the river and break through the line of 
Chinese vessels which were moored across from one bank to the other. Ad¬ 
miral 
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iniril Drury pulled up in his boat in front of the Chinese line, to address 
the'Chinesjadmiral, through the medium of a Portuguese padre, who acted 
as Us interpreter, and who at that moment was very much drstmthned to 
" h a duty After being fired at for some time, one of Admiral Drury s 
men was wounded, when he ordered the signal to be made for the boats to 
attack The signal was not observed, and was ordered not to be repeated. 
He then declared Ins intention not to force the Chinese line and returned 
with the boats under his command to the ships. I beheve Admiral Drmy 
was a man of courage undisputed, but that he was destitute of that cool and 
deliberate iudgment which was essential to the success o; such an under¬ 
taking as that entrusted to him. The Company’s chief in China at that 
time expressed his approbation of Admiral Drury’s conduct in not forcing 
the Chinese line i but I am disposed to think that that attempt ought never 
to have been made, or that the end in view should have been accomplished. 
There is nothing in our whole intercourse with China so necessary as to 
keep oiu ground when it is once assumed. 'The expedition ought, m my 
opinion, never to have been undertaken* 

< 25 1 . Are you aware that upon that occasion we gave up the whole of the 
ground we had taken possession of ?-~I think it is.one of those lamentable 
occasions in which the English character was exhibited to great disadvantage 
fo China. A pagoda wasliuilt by the Chinese upon the occasion, to com- 
memorate the victory they had obtained over the English admiral: they 
cannot afford to lose an Opportunity of that sort. 

252. How long was the trade interrupted at that period at Canton ?-T 
was not in Canton at the time. I can only speak from information 1 have 
derived from the Company’s records, but I should say six months. 

253. You have stated that the principal import of raw material from India 
to China is cotton; are you aware whether China does or dloes " ot P r °^ uce 
great quantity of cotton itself?—It does a very considerablie quantity o 
native cotton ; the cotton from which nankeen is manufactured is a cotton 
which I believe is peculiar to China. 

254. Can you state the probable quantity imported into China from 
British India ?—The estimates of trade which are annually laid before lai- 
liament shew much more accurately the quantity than I can speak to from 
recollection* 

255. Will you be so good as to state how the Dutch conduct then busine ss 
in China; is it a free trade, or is it a company’s trade?—It has existed as a 
company within ray recollection, but I believe at this moment it is a 1. ee 
trade.. ’There was lately a Netherlands Company established, but I do not 
know to what extent that company proceeded. I here are two resident 
supercargoes there, and a consul; and I think the Dutch, withm the last few 
years, have had about three or four ships in China annually* 

256. Are you aware that the Dutch trade with China is now entirely^an 
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18 Feb. 1830. open trade; as much so as the American or any other trade; and that the 
,, Netherlands Company is merely a commercial company having no peculiar 

' n E$q. m S> privileges in the China trade ?—I understood that upon the dissolution of 
the old Dutch East-lndia Company the trade was then thrown open. 

257. How is it conducted in Canton ?—By resident agents. 

258. Does that resident agent do the business of individuals ?—I believe 
the Dutch consul is permitted to engage in private business. 

259. Do not those who trade between the Netherlands and China carry 
on their trade with such agents, and in such manner as they think most for 
their interest; are they restricted to any particular agent in Canton ?—I do' 
not know what regulations may exist in Holland as to that point; but as far 
as I have seen their transactions in China, I am not aware that they are 
restricted. I do not speak from accurate knowledge of the fact, but I believe 
a Dutch ship may be consigned to a British resident agent in Canton. 

260 . Then, in fact, they may carry on their business in such manner as 
they please?—I believe they are not restricted by the government in Holland. 

261 . Do the French send any ships to China?—Of late years, I think, we 
have had one or two small ships annually. 

262 . Do the Swedes and Danes, or any other European nation, carry on 
any trade with China ?—The Swedes and Danes formerly had larger ships in 
the trade than the East-lndia Company; but now the trade has ceased 
almost entirely. 

263. Do the Russians trade with China?—The Russians are excluded 
from the trade at Canton. During the time I was there, one Russian ship 
came, which was fxcluded, upon the ground that the Russians possess a trade 
by land, and that it was not desirable to admit them to trade by sea. 

264. Do not some of the Mediterranean ports trade to China ?—I remem¬ 
ber what was called the Austrian Frigate, but :.he was a trading ship in 
China. 

265. Is there any Austrian factory ?—No, not now. 

266 . Is there any trade with the Brazils ?—Some trade does exist between 
Macao and the Brazils, but I believe latterly to very inconsiderable extent. 
The Portuguese at one time at Macao possessed a very lucrative trade. 

267 . Are not those several trades that have been mentioned all carried on 
without aipr particular company existing at Canton; are they not all free 
trades carried on at the will of the persons transacting them?—Of those that 
have been mentioned there are only two now existing deserving the name of 
trades, and these are inconsiderable; viz. the Dutch and Portuguese; the 
latter of whom have never traded to the port of Canton, but who carry on 
trade direct from Macao. Some Swedes are still resident in China, but they 
have little or no commercial intercourse. The Dutch have certainly a trade, 

and 
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and the number of their ships annually has been, I believe, about three or 
four, of 600 or 700 tons. 

268. Have the Dutch got into any difficulties with the authorities at 
Canton ?—Not of late years} but in former years, certainly. 

269. Within the period of your residence there ?—During the first period 
of my residence there the Dutch did not enter into the trade of Canton } the 
Dutch supercargoes remained in China, and their salaries were very regu¬ 
larly paid in Paris. Until the declaration of the independence of Holland 
they had no trade, and I think they did not send any ships to China till some 
years afterwards. 

270. You are aware that the Dutch China trade was formerly an exclusive 
monopoly like our own, but has been entirely thrown open since the last war? 
—I am aware of that fact; but I understood the dissolution of the Dutch 
East-India Company had arisen from their very embarrassed situation. 

271* Since the trade has become a free trade, has any particular difficulty 
arisen with the authorities at Canton in carrying it on, within your recollec¬ 
tion ?—No; it has been to a very limited extent. 

272. What does the British Factory consist of; how many persons?—We 
have twenty, consisting of a Select Committee, supercargoes, and writers; and 
besides that, there are an interpreter, two tea inspectors, two surgeons, and a 
chaplain. 

272 (a). Of how many does the Select Committee consist?—Sometimes of 
four, sometimes of three; at present it consists of four members. 

273. The business, it is presumed, is conducted by the Select Committee, and 
the remainder are clerks in the execution of the business ?—Very much so. 

274. Do not the gentlemen of the Factory and the Company’s servants 
reside only a small portion of the year at Canton itself?—Yes, six or seven 
months. 

275. Is it not the fact that the Chinese government do not permit them to 
remain there the remainder of the year?—There is an old Chinese law that 
foreigners should leave Canton at the expiration of what is considered the 
shipping season ; but it is a law that has fallen very much into disuse. The 
Company’s servants themselves very frequently go to Canton during the 
summer months, and they have had ships loading during the summer months; 
and some of the British merchants reside there the whole year. 

276. Do they ever permit you to come into the town ?—-They d9 not allow 
us to go within the walls of the town. 

277. But you are confined to a small suburb for the transaction of the 
business?—Yes. 

278. What other British residents are there besides the Company’s factors ? 
—There are some mercantile houses, some of the members of which are men 
of very great respectability. 

F 279. Is 


<SL 


18 Feb. 1830. 

C. Marjoribanks. 
Esq. 


mtsTfir 



13 Feb. 1830. 
C. Morjoribanks, 


42 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS 


279. Is that a new state of things, or have there always been independent 
houses there There have always, within my recollection, been houses esta- 
EE: There are more agents now than there used to be, but they 
are not all men of the same credit and character. 

280. Does the Factory consider itself as having any authority over the 
English merchants settled there ?—So far as appears by reference to Acts of 
Padiament, l think the Company’s authorities have a right to interfere with 
the residents there,, in case of their conducting themselves in a manner to 
injure the general interests of trade. That authority has been rarely exercised 
by the Committee. 

281 Do you consider yourself as having power to send persons away ?-— 
It is not, very clearly expressed ; but I think the Company’s authorities would 
exert it if they saw that British interests required it. As far as my views ot 
the Act go, I think they would be borne out by it. 

282. Can you refer to the Act of Parliament which you suppose to give 
you the authority you mention ?—I cannot immediately refer to it by its title. 

288 Do you suppose it to be derived from the charter of the India Com- 
pany granted by Parliament ?-It is an Act of Parliament; whether it is a 
separate Act, or a clause of the charter, I cannot say. The Act,, as far as I 
remember, gives the Company’s representatives control over British subjects 
trading to the Emperor ot China’s dominions. 

284 Will you be so good as to state who transacts in China the English 
private trade that goes from India; is it done by the independent houses you 
have mentioned, or is it in any proportion done by the Company s servants ? 
—At present not by the Company’s servants at all; in former years it was. 

285. Are the Company’s servants prohibited from engaging in it?—-They 
are now prohibited from being connected with private agency. 

286. So that the private agency is entirely in the hands of independent 
houses ?—Yes, and in the hands of supercargoes, many of them Parsees, and 
captains of ships. 

287. In fact, the private traders put their business into whose hands soever 
they please ?—Yes. 

288. You have stated that the houses that are established are very re¬ 
spectable, and quite capable of transacting business or that description ? ■ 
Unquestionably, they are houses of great respectability. There are men 
who are members of those houses who are men both of character and credit, 
sustaining the character of British merchants respectably and properly. 

289 You have stated that the smuggling trade in China has become very 

extensive • has not the increase of that smuggling trade a tendency very much 
to injure the fair trade ?—I think it has a tendency to do so, in as far as arti¬ 
cles smuggled into the country that evade duty can be sold at a profit, when 
articles which pay government duties cannot. ^ f 
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290. Is not the opium trade in China, which you state to exist to the extent 
of 13,000,000 or 14,000,000 of dollars a year, entirely an illicit trade?— 
Entirely prohibited by the Chinese government. 

291. Is it not, therefore, a trade in which the India Company, through its 
servants, can take no interest whatever?—The Company, I think, are inte¬ 
rested in the trade so far as regards the Indian revenue. They prohibit their 
servants in China from having any connexion with it. 

29^. Would you not consider it as derogatory to the character of the 
Company for its servants to be extensively interested in the smuggling 
trade of the country ?—The Company have always professed to be legal 
traders in China, and to conform to the established laws of trade in China. 

293. Does not a considerable portion of that high character which you 
state the Company to bear with the Chinese government, arise from their con¬ 
viction that the Company would not meddle with a trade of that description? 
•—I think it does. 

294. But if the tendency to the smuggling trade is suffered to increase to 
any great extent, would not the Company, in consequence of debarring itself 
from that species of trade, carry on a much smaller portion of the general 
trade of China than might be carried on by persons who have not the same 
scruples?—The two distinct trades are transacted with two distinct classes of 
people : one the legal merchants} the other, persons who are disclaimed by 
the government, and declared to be illicit traders. 

295. While the Company carry on the one trade, which you say is inde¬ 
pendent of the illicit trade, are not the subjects of this country in a great 
measure debarred from entering into that other trade which is open to the 
rest of the world ?—The subjects of this country are the persons who derive 
the principal profits from that trade, who are the British agents in India, and 
the persons immediately connected with the opium trade. I conceive the 
country trade to form a very important branch of the British trade; and I 
conceive that trade to exist under the protection of the Company’s trade, 
inasmuch as if there were no legal traders in China, which I have stated the 
Company to be, I think it would remain a question with the Chinese govern¬ 
ment, how far it would submit to be deprived of its revenue, and whether it 
would not be induced to take very strong and very precipitate measures, 
perhaps, for the exclusion of foreigners altogether from its ports. The 
Chinese attach a value to the foreign trade $ yet there is no country in the 
world so independent of it, from its successful agriculture and extensive 
inland commerce. 

296. Do you think it is possible that a country having enjoyed for so many 
years an immense foreign trade as China has done, by which it has exported 
to such an extent its domestic produce, could suspend, without a total destruc¬ 
tion of its internal economy, that trade with foreigners ?—The power of that 
suspension rests with the Imperial government of Pekin j and, as I have 
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stated, I believe the revenues coming direct into the Imperial treasury from 
the foreign trade are not large, they have therefore no distinct interest in the 
trade. How far the Imperial government at Pekin would be induced to 
consider the general interests of the country I am not prepared to say; for 
the Chinese government acts upon principles so diametrically opposite to 
those which regulate the governments of civilized Europe, that it would be 
difficult to hazard an opinion of what might be the result of such a state of 
things as that contemplated. 

297. Has not the Chinese government, in its conduct towards foreigners 
who have attempted to fix themselves in their harbours, shown itself a shrewd 
government, acutely understanding its own interests ?—-I think that the Chi¬ 
nese are a highly intelligent people, remarkable for their industry and perse¬ 
verance ; but I think they are oppressed with one of the most corrupt govern¬ 
ments that ever weighed down the energies of a people. 

298. You stated that the Company have been exporting woollens to China 
at a loss, and that it has been a losing trade ?—In the years from 1819-20 to 
1828-9, the average invoice of woollens imported into China from England 
has been £821,680 per annum; therefore, notwithstanding the very heavy 
losses previously sustained for the twenty-six preceding years of £64,000 per 
annum, the imports of the Company into China have not been lessened more 
than about £125,000 per annum. The Company’s average loss at present has, 
I think, been reduced to about £17,000 sterling per annum upon their general 
investment. 

299. Have you any doubt of the fact, that the woollen trade of the Com¬ 
pany is a losing trade ?—It is so at present, and has in former years been 
still more so. 

300. Does the statement you have made include the freight and all other 
expenses ?—As far as freight is concerned, the woollens have been exported 
to China under very great advantage; for I believe it will be found that a 
comparatively very small charge for freight has been made by the Company 
on British exported manufactures, with a view to facilitate the consumption 
in China. 

301. As the article of tea, which is brought from China, is a very bulky 
one, it is presumed that the freight of any manufactured goods sent out can¬ 
not be very important, as the China ship would otherwise go nearly empty ? 
—That would depend upon how it is charged ; but the Company have always 
gone upon the principle of making a very small charge of freight upon Eng¬ 
lish manufactured goods. 

302. Are you aware that the price of cloths sent out to China has in this 
market been reduced more than one-half ?—I have been told so ; I have no 
knowledge of the prices of cloths in England. 

303. Are you aware that for some years past foreigners have been carry¬ 
ing on a considerable trade in those very woollen goods from this country to 
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China ?—I have understood that some American ships have cleared out from 
Liverpool and from London to China. 

304. Are you aware that it appears in the Paper before Parliament for 
the last three years, that the Americans have taken out between 800,000 
and 900,000 dollars’ worth of woollen goods to China ?—I have seen the 
statements made: I have no means of acquiring knowledge as to their accu¬ 
racy. 

305. Do you suppose that they would have continued that trade so stea¬ 
dily as it appears to have been continued, without its having been a profitable 
one to them ?—I do not know whether those manufactured articles are 
the property of American merchants, or whether they are the property of 
British merchants. If they are the property of British merchants, who 
have no means of disposing of the manufactures except the hazard of a 
distant market, I think they might be disposed to embark in a specula¬ 
tion which even had not answered before, rather than keep their goods on 
hand. 

306. Would not the British merchant be prohibited by law from having any 
interest in a trade of that description?—1 do not know. 

307. If it should be shown that the American has been carrying it on for 
his own account, and that that trade has been steadily going on for some 
years past, is it not presumable that it has been a profitable one ?—I am not 
disposed to think so, from having received other information from American 
agents in China, who told me that their consignments from this country have 
generally been unprofitable. 

308. If it should be the case, that the American or foreign merchant has 
carried on a trade of this description with profit, when the Company have 
been carrying it on with loss, would not that prove that their trade has been, 
in this article at least, better conducted than that of the Company ?—It might 
not prove that it was better conducted, for it might, arise from the circum¬ 
stances I have stated, of some of those goods having been smuggled into 
China, having evaded the Chinese duties. 

309. If the tendency of the trade in China is to get into the smuggling 
line, will not the Company, acting upon different principles, and being from 
its circumstances unable to enter into that trade, be a disadvantage against 
persons who have no scruples of that description?—If the question put to 
me contemplates the subversion of the Company, I think we should be all 
smugglers in China together, and there would then be no legal trade in China. 
I do not know how far the Chinese would submit to that. The ultimate 
result would, in my opinion, be very prejudicial to British commercial 
interests, of which I consider the Company’s to be only a part. 

310. Will you have the goodness to explain what you mean by legal trade 
in China, when you say that if the Company cease to trade as a Company 
there would be no legal trade carried on there?-—I applied the term legal 
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trade to transactions in China, and I use the term in relation to the Chinese 
laws, from the circumstance that the English laws do not extend to China 
at all; and therefore the term legal trade, as applied to the trade in China, 
can only have reference to the laws of China. When 1 speak of legal trade, 
I speak of a trade conducted in conformity to the laws of the country, 
whether those laws have reference to residents or to their commercial transac¬ 
tions. 

311. Is there any reluctance on the part of the Hong merchants to trade 
with individuals ?—-Certain ly not, with individuals of respectability and credit. 

312. You have stated that the black teas are generally offered first to the 
Company, and that of the green teas the Americans have frequently the first 
option?—I stated that the Company have the pre-option of all black teas. 
With respect to green teas, they are submitted to the Company’s inspection 
also, and to their choice j but a competition enters on the part of the 
Americans with the Company in the article of green teas. On some occa¬ 
sions, the Americans being disposed to give higher prices than the Company, 
they get the teas ; but the tea brokers always express a wish rather to deal 
with the Company, upon the principle, that they consider the Company’s 
security better than the security of an individual. 

313. Upon what credit are the purchases made from the Chinese ?—-There 
are no regular periods of payment. The teas are generally paid for in the 
course of the season ; sometimes earlier, sometimes later. 

314. You are not in the habit of being in debt to any considerable extent 
to the merchants there?—The Company, for several years past, have insisted 
upon their servants keeping a clear account with the Hong merchants in all 
matters connected with the Company’s interest. Upon a late occasion which 
occurred of the bankruptcy of a Hong merchant, the Company were 
creditors to a very trifling amount. 

315. Does not the preference you have had in the black teas arise from the 
circumstance of your being much the largest customers for that description 
of tea ?—The best customers and the best paymasters. 

316. Do not the Americans carry on the trade in small vessels ?—Yes, they 
do. I think the average I have made, upon looking at the American tonnage, 
has been in vessels from 280 to 300 tons. 

317. Are not the expenses of the port very heavy ?—Yes, they are; and 
they fall much heavier upon small ships than they do upon large ships; and 
consequently it was found much better by the Swedish and Dutch to have 
large ships, as well as from their superior adaptation to a tea cargo. 

318. Can you give a detail of all the charges made upon a ship of 600 
tons, including fees and all disbursements ?—The duties upon a Company’s 
large ship are about 4,300 tales. The port duties on a smaller ship are, 
comparatively with its extent of tonnage, much heavier. 
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319, Is not that portion of the port charges called a present, the same 
on all vessels, great and small ?—It consists of 1,950 tales, and is the same 
upon large or small ships. 

820. Does not that give a very considerable advantage to the Company’s 
large ships over small private traders ?—It does. 

821. Would not the temptation to smuggling be irresistible if the trade 
was carried on in small vessels?—I imagine that individuals who do not 
much respect the laws of the country, will not consent to pay duties which 
they can evade by acting in opposition to those laws. 

822. Is the smuggling carried on among the Chinese by what are called 
outside merchants ?—This term is applied in common to all merchants not 
members of the Hong; some of them are smugglers, some mere shopmen. 

823. Is not the trade which is carried on by the American merchants, 
chiefly with the outside merchants ?—It is, I believe, to a certain extent. 
I should say that a large portion of their trade was carried on with the Hong 
merchants. 

824. Do not the Hong merchants give permission to the Americans to 
trade with the outside merchants ?—The outside merchants are prohibited 
from trading in teas or other staple articles ; but the Hong merchants 
frequently connive at the trading of the outside dealers, by permitting 
shipments to be made through their Hongs. That is done by the poorer 
class of Hong merchants. 

325. You stated that the American trade of later years has fallen off; are 
you not aware that the American trade is in part a carrying trade ?—-It was 
a very great carrying trade some years ago ; I believe that carrying trade 
has been very much limited of late years. 

326. Is not the carrying trade subject to great fluctuation, inasmuch as it 
depends upon the policy of other countries?—That is a question of a 
general description which I am not prepared to answer ; but a part of the 
American trade which appears to be declining is their direct trade between 
China and the United States. 

327. Would not the interference of the Dutch in the tea trade necessarily 
affect the carrying trade of the Americans, in so far as the supply of tea to 
Holland was concerned?—Certainly. 

828. It appears that the years 1826-1827 exhibit a considerable falling-off 
in the American trade; still are you not aware that there has been a con¬ 
siderable increase in the American trade, commencing in the year 1814, 
and terminating in the year 1827-8 ?—I am aware there has been in some 
years an increase. 

829. Are you aware of the averages which have been struck in the Papers 
presented to Parliament upon that subject ?—I am. I conceive that the 
Americans have been increasing in wealth and population, sufficiently to 
account for a general increase of trade. 
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330. Do not you think there may be some circumstances to account for 
the falling off of the trade in 1826 and 1827 of a temporary, and not of a 
permanent nature?—I believe the Americans have been very much over¬ 
trading, both to continental ports in Europe and to the United States, and 
that very considerable losses have been sustained upon those consignments. 

331. Are not the principal tea provinces in China maritime provinces ?— 
The province of Fokien is the black tea province, and the province of Kiang- 
nan is the principal green tea province, both maritimeprovinces. 

332. Is the tea generally brought from those provinces to Canton by sea 
or by land-carriage ?— Entirely through the interior of the country. It is 
prohibited by Imperial edict to bring it by sea. The Chinese have attempted 
to bring it by junks ; but the Imperial government of Pekin, being appre¬ 
hensive of being defrauded of the duties which arose from the transit of 
teas, have prohibited the trade by sea altogether. 

333. Are you aware that there is an exportation of tea from the tea pro¬ 
vinces to the islands of the Eastern Archipelago ?—I have understood that 
there is an export to a limited amount for the supply of Chinese settlers there. 

334. And that it is also brought to Sincapore ?—I cannot speak with any 
personal knowledge of what is brought to Sincapore. 

335. You have stated that the tea provinces were very much benefited by 
the export of their teas to Great Britain ?—-I stated, as an individual opinion, 
that I conceived that the native industry was very much encouraged in China 
by the extent of foreign trade; and of course the tea provinces were 
materially improved by the flow of capital into them. 

336. Are you aware of the amount of the population in the tea provinces ? 
—It varies in the different provinces; the whole population of China is 
computed now at 140,000,000. I believe the southern provinces of the 
empire the most populous. 

33 7. Have you heard any estimate at Canton of the number of persons 
connected with the tea trade?—'! have heard many estimates, but it is 
impossible to place reliance upon such information. 

338. If the Company’s establishment at Canton was to cease, and the 
trade of Canton was to be carried on by private merchants, and those mer¬ 
chants were to carry on indiscriminately a lawful and an illicit trade, do you 
think that the whole trade might be endangered ?—I do. 

339. You have stated that one of the articles which is smuggled into China 
is opium; is not that smuggled by individuals of every nation, who provide 
themselves with it in India ?—-It comes to China principally in British country 
ships, which are the traders between India and China. 

340. Is it not purchased exclusively from the India Company ?——It is pur¬ 
chased at the East-India Company’s sales; besides which, there is smuggled 
Malwaand Smyrna opium. 
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341. So that, although the East-India Company will not smuggle opium 
into China themselves, they sell it knowingly to parties that do smuggle it 
in ?—The persons connected with the Company’s interests have knowledge 
enough to know that it goes to China, but they conceive their connexion 
with it to terminate with the sale in India. 

Hj Q. In making a calculation of the profits and loss of the East-India 
Company’s imports into China, how is that calculation founded where barter 
takes place : you were understood to state that the woollens and other goods 
were bartered against tea?—I stated that the Hong merchants required the 
tea merchants to take them in return for their teas. The Company formerly 
used to barter with the Hong merchants: of late years they have required 
the Hong merchants to give money prices for every thing. 

343. Is it taken as a mercantile account upon the cost price in England, 
the freight and charges, &c. being added to it, and the result taken from 
that ?—The usual number of mercantile charges which are made in invoices 
enter into the account. 

344. Is any commission charged upon it as received by the Company’s 
agent there ?—I believe our commission is charged upon the exports from 
this country in the Company’s invoices. It is paid upon the sales in China 
and England at the rate of two per cent. 

345. Is that upon the gross sales ?—I believe so. 

346. Upon the goods out and upon the goods home?—Yes. 

347. Upon the purchases of tea is your commission of two per cent, 
charged also?—Upon the sales of tea we receive two per cent, commission; 
three per cent, commission pays not only our commission, but the whole 
expenses of the Company’s establishment in China. Ihere are some 
commercial charges which we call charges on merchandize, and expenses 
for the transit from the factory at Canton to Macao and the factory rent ; 
but two per cent, we receive in'dlie shape of commission as our own allow¬ 
ances. 

348. Is that two per cent, allowed upon the sale of teas in England, 
or upon the prime cost at Canton ?—Upon the sale in England. 

349. There appears to exist a considerable difference between the value 
of the imports into China and the value of the tea exported by the 
Company from China; how is that difference made up; is it not by the 
Company selling their bills in China?—The Company draw annually in 
China upon their Bengal treasury, to the amount generally of 2,000,000 of 
dollars and upwards, which affords a remittance for the proceeds of opium 
and cotton in China to British merchants, who generally very gladly av^il 
themselves of the Company’s paper to remit their proceeds to India. I he 
Company’s tea investment is therefore provided by the proceeds of the 
sale of English manufacture in part, and the productions of our Indian 
possessions. 
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350. You have stated that the supercargoes are paid a commission of two 
per cent.; are there not certain deductions from that, to the amount of at 
least one-quarter per cent. ?—The salaries of our tea inspectors, our surgeon, 
and our chaplain, and certain allowances to the senior officer commanding 
the Company’s ships, and payments to the retired servants of the Company, 
come under the two per cent., and what we call in China the European 
establishment, which is the expenses of European servants connected with 
the factory. 

351. When is it that you receive this two percent.; how many years is it 
after they are shipped from China ?—We do not receive our first payment 
from the Company till the expiration of two years after the work is done for 
which that payment is a remuneration; and the whole payment is not 
completed under four years, which makes our nominal greater than our real 
allowances. 

352. Is not the delay in that respect occasioned by the Company keeping 
the tea of one year for sale in a subsequent year ?—I do not know if that be 
the cause. 

353. If the Chinese government were to exclude both the Company and 
private traders from the trade in tea at Canton, are you of opinion that that 
trade could be carried on elsewhere to-a beneficial purpose through any 
other channel?—The question would contemplate the Chinese entering 
themselves into the trade with their own native vessels. It has been a prin¬ 
ciple of the Chinese government altogether to discourage the natives of the 
country from being in any way connected with foreign commerce. The 
question is one completely of speculation; but I should think very great 
difficulties would stand in the way of the trade being carried on to any great 
amount in Chinese vessels to the islands of the Eastern Archipelago. 

354'. Do not you think that the Hong merchants, having a large stock of 
teas in their hands, would be prompted by their own interests to send those 
teas to other parts, when they could not sell them at Canton ?—There would 
be great danger in sending them, inasmuch as the Chinese native vessels are 
of such a cumbrous description that they are very unseaworthy. 

355. Would you have the same security for the good quality of the teas ? 
—•Unquestionably not; there could be no security in such a trade. 

356. Is not the production of teas capable of being increased, according 
to the increased demand for it?—I think, to a certain extent, of black tea, 
though not of the best kind, but not of green. My reason for thinking the 
production of green tea cannot be increased is, that there has been a greater 
demand for it than the increasing supply of the Chinese has been able 
to keep up with. 

357. Are you aware of any reason peculiar to the country creating 
an impossibility on the part of the Chinese to proportion the supply of 
green tea to the demand ?—I imagine it requires a considerable outlay of 
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capital, which the Chinese have not at command} and it involves a specu¬ 
lation into which the Chinese merchants do not seem disposed to enter. 

358. Can yon say whether the demand for the English woollen manufac¬ 
tures in China is capable of being increased according to the increased 

supply?_I conceive that if our manufactures could be introduced into the 

northern provinces of the empire, the demand for them would decidedly 
increase} for they are the cold provinces, where woollen manufactures 
would be principally used. 

359. Are there any insuperable obstacles to the introduction of our 
woollens into the northern parts of China?—The ports of China being 
hermetically sealed against us for many years. 

360. Have you found the British manufactures have been in greater 
demand when the price has been low in China?—I suppose that low prices 
generally produce an increased demand } but I cannot answer that question 
distinctly, from any recollection of the circumstances. 

361. With respect to British manufactures in general, when the price is 
low in China do you find that they are in more general request than when 
they are high ?—I believe tjhat men will buy things more readily when they 
are cheap than when they are dear} but I cannot answer the question from 
recollecting the circumstance. 

362. Do you know whether the consumer, or the retail dealer, makes 
a larger demand upon the Hong merchant when the price is low than when 
the price is high ?—When prices were high, I have always heard the Hong 
merchants complain of having many unsold goods in their warehouses} and 
I have always heard them say they sustained losses on our woollens. 

363. How many English establishments may there be at Canton ?—We 
send home an accurate list of the English residents every year } but I cannot 
state the precise number at present. 

364. Have they increased of late years?—There have been more agents} 
I think the houses of respectability have not increased. 

365. How many consuls are there at Canton ?—There is an American 
consul, a Dutch consul, and a Dutchman who, I believe, has the diploma 
of French consul. 

366. Do you know what the private houses of agency in China charge 
for conducting a trade ?—Five per cent. 
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Lunce, 22° die Februarii , 1830. 

JOHN FRANCIS DAVIS, Esq. called in, and examined. 

367. What opportunities have you had, of a peculiarly favourable nature, to 
enable you to form an opinion respecting the Chinese, their trade, and with 
respect to the relations of this country with China ?—I have been seventeen 
years in the Company’s service ; and I think it probable that the attention I 
have paid to the language and institutions of the country may have assisted 
me in forming an approximation to a correct opinion regarding them: be¬ 
sides, I travelled for six months through the interior of the empire. 

368. Were you not also a member of the Select Committee?—Previous to 
my last leaving Canton I was. 

369. What circumstances, in your opinion, in the character of the Chinese, 
and in the nature of their institutions, are opposed to an extended inter¬ 
course with foreign nations ?—They are a decidedly anti-commercial people : 
they have a particular objection to increasing their intercourse, in any way, 
with Europeans, and I should think more particularly with the Enghsh, on 
account of our close approximation to their frontiers towards 1 artary anti 
in Ava. 

370. Has the condition of British merchants and of. the British trade im¬ 
proved in China since your recollection, and more particularly since the last 
British embassy to Pekin?—It certainly has. The Returns, which I believe 
are now lying on the table of the Committee, show that tor the last ten years 
there is an increase of 5,000 tons in the Company’s shipping, when compared 
with the nine years preceding ; that is to say, that for the last ten years the 
average has been 28,000 tons of shipping, and for the nine years previously 
the average was only 23,000. 

371 . Is the foreign trade considered of real importance to the Chinese, or 
is their government*independent of it ?—I should think their government is 
as independent of it as that of any country in the world : they have, besides, 
a decided objection to an increased intercourse with foreigners, and diminish 
as much as possible their intercourse, by laying heavy duties upon foreign 
manufactures. 

372 . From what circumstances does the influence which the British repre¬ 
sentatives appear to possess over the Chinese government and their commer¬ 
cial delegates arise r—I should think, in some measure, from their moral 
respectability, in having no concern whatever with smuggling ; and I should 
also think their influence arises, in a great measure, from the value and im¬ 
portance of their trade in amount. 

373. What advantage does the Company derive from the superior class of 
large ships employed in their China trade, and from the discipline maintained 
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in those ships ?—They derive several distinct advantages from the superior 
class of their shipping. In the first place, they pay less, in proportion to the 
tonnage, at Canton in the shape of port charges : in the second place, these 
ships are better adapted to the stowage of teas ; they stow more in proportion 
to their nominal size. There is another advantage derived from the superior 
class of their shipping, in regard to sea-risk. Since I have been in service, 
seventeen years (and I believe for many years previously), not a single 
homeward-bound ship of the Company has been lost. We may consider the 
number of homeward-bound ships in that time 400 ; so that that makes the 
risk as nothing to 400. I speak in reference to the teas, and therefore in 
reference to the homeward-bound. The observation is correct in reference 
to them, and would not be in regard to the others. This advantage is shown, 
in practice, by the small premium on the insurance of the Company’s ships. 
There is another decided advantage derived from the superior character of 
the Company’s shipping: it is independent almost of convoy in time of war, 
and it is well known that their fleets have beaten off French line-of-battle 
ships. 

374. Do you allude to the celebrated action in which Commodore Dance 
had a large fleet of Indiamen, and repulsed Admiral Linois ?—Yes. 

37 5. Do you know the amount of property that was then in jeopardy if the 
French had been successful?—No, but I believe it is a matter on record. If 
it were the whole fleet of the Company, it would amount to one year’s value 
of the Company’s trade. 

376. Were there not also under the charge of Commodore Dance a large 
number of private ships also of very great value ?—I believe there were, as far 
as the Straits of Sunda. With regard to the objections raised against the 
Company’s superior class of shipping on the score of its freight, I would say, 
that the charge on account of freight at present is only 4 d. per pound upon 
all the teas ; and taking it for granted that the private traders might purchase 
their freight at one-half of the Company’s, that brings the difference to 2d. 
per pound. Agaist this %d. per pound you must take all the advantages I have 
stated as an off-set; you must take the smaller port charges paid by the Com¬ 
pany ; you must take the very advantageous insurance account of the 
Company ; their independence of convoy ; and the superior stowage of their 
ships. 

377* Do you chance to know what freight the Company pay for the 
stowage employed in the trade to our North American colonies ?—They pay 
less than the Americans ; about £9 or £10 a ton, I believe. The American 
ton is one-fourth smaller than ours, and therefore in proportion to the 
nominal price they pay more. 

378. Are you able to state how much the £9 or £10 per ton is per pound 
weight of tea?—The £9 or £10 must not be charged upon the tea; not 
more than one-half of it should be charged on the tea, because the ships are 
taken up to export British manufactured goods to Canton; and therefore 
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the freight must be divided between the outward voyage and the return 
voyage. It is, accordingly, only £4. 10s. or £5 upon the tea. 

379. Are you able to state how much that would be per pound of tea from 
China to North America ?—It is something under a penny per pound on 
black tea; on green tea I have not calculated. 

380. Do the Company derive any advantage from the regularity of their 
demand for tea, and from the regular contracts made by them with the Hong 
merchants in conformity to this demand?—I should think that they do. 
A crop of tea is not like a crop of turnips or a crop of corn, which may be 
produced within the year, according to the demand ? The shrub requires a 
certain time to come to perfection, and the regularity of the demand cer¬ 
tainly tends to encourage its cultivation, to produce a supply in due propor¬ 
tion, and to save the growers from severe losses ; because if there were a 
sudden diminution of the demand for a year or two, after a rapid previous 
increase, they would probably, a great many of them, be ruined; since it is 
not so easy to convert the cultivation of tea into the cultivation of any thing 
else; I therefore hold, that a regular demand for tea insures a regular 
supply, at the same time that it keeps up the quality. A fluctuating demand, 
probably, would be more pernicious in the case of tea, than in the case of 
almost any other thing in the world. 

381. Practically, what effect has this regularity in the demand for tea 
produced upon the price of it?—It certainly keeps up the quality relatively 
to the price. 

382. Has the price of tea increased or diminished latterly ?—I would 
rather say it has been prevented from increasing ; an increase which would 
have been inevitable, from the very great advantages which, in the absence 
of the Company, the united body of Hong merchants, all living within a few 
doors of each other, would derive from their union against promiscuous 
traders. 

383. What impression, in your opinion, would be produced, upon the 
Chinese generally by throwing open the trade to British merchants gene¬ 
rally ?—The whole body of smugglers at Canton would rejoice. The 
government would, in the first instance, view it with jealousy, as they view 
every change ; and when they came to lose their revenue, they would view 
it with hostility. They have already, inconsequence of the extraordinary 
amount of smuggling (not only relatively to contraband articles, such as 
opium, but in the case of articles that pay duty), lost so much, that they have 
issued edict after edict directed against those individuals and those nations 
who principally partake in this smuggling trade ; and it is impossible to 
suppose that they would go on ad infinitum in their endurance, or consent to 
the conversion of the whole trade of Canton into a smuggling intercourse. 

384. Do the representatives of the Company possess any peculiar advan¬ 
tages in their intercourse with the Chinese, and in their means of access to 
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the local government of Canton ?—They possess one very essential advantage, 
in being the only foreigners who are allowed to have a direct communication 
in the native language with the government, which has been expressly denied 
to all others, and only conceded to the Company, on the part of the govern¬ 
ment, because they could not resists* it. They also derive great advantage 
from the attention which has been paid to the language and to the institutions 
of the Chinese; to the knowledge of their laws especially, as well as to the 
general character of the people ; an advantage which is not, as far as I know, 
possessed by any other traders at Canton. 

885. Do any other foreigners in China besides the English possess a com¬ 
petent knowledge of the Chinese language, or avail themselves of its use in 
their intercourse with the government of China ?—Certainly none of the 
traders in China. There are a few Catholic priests who study it for the 
purpose of propagating Christianity ; but it has not, to my knowledge, ever 
been used by any European traders, except the Company’s representatives, 
in their written intercourse with the government and with the people. 

386. Do the Chinese government recognize the Company’s Factory as a 
respectable and more official body of persons than any other persons irt 
China ?—They consider and treat them in a manner very different from the 
treatment which they show to other Europeans. They have done, in respect 
to the Company’s representatives, what they never did in respect to any other 
traders; they have admitted them to personal conferences on equal terms. 
In the year 1814, I was at all the conferences which were conducted by Sir 
George Staunton, to which the Mandarins came in full state, and met us as 
equals to all intents and purposes. I have myself been engaged in personal 
interchanges of visits with the Mandarins on friendly terms. They would 
not certainly adopt such a mode of conduct towards other Europeans at 
Canton, in my opinion. 

387. L)o you conceive that the throwing open the trade to China would 
extend the consumption of British goods there ?—My opinion is decidedly 
that it would diminish that consumption. The importation of European 
goods by the Americans, of which so much has been said in this country, 
appears, on examination, not to have exceeded one-fourth of the quantity 
imported by the Company and their officers: the average seems to have 
been about 800,000 dollars , while the latest average of the Company is about 
£800,000 sterling; and I should ascribe this actually small quantity on the 
part of the Americans (although that has been very much exaggerated in 
England) to two or three plain reasons. In regard to the Company’s officers, 
they pay no freight, and they also pay a very small insurance, in coil- 
sequence of the superior character of the ships; and they can accordingly 
afford to introduce European manufactures cheaper than the Americans. 
In regard to the Company, they have thought it necessary, on account 
of the clamour raised in this country, to submit to actual losses; and it is 
not likely that individuals would, from any patriotic motives, endure the 
same losses. 
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- of British goods throughout the empire of China ?—I would first state the 

IF.Davis,Esq. anti-commercial spirit of the Chinese,, which leads them to charge heavy 
duties on foreign importations. For instance, the duty on woollens is from 
about Is. to Is. 4d. a yard ; the duty on raw'cotton is about 6s. a hundred¬ 
weight ; and I would say, that the circumstance of British manufactures 
being generally calculated for a cold climate, while Canton is placed at the 
very southern extremity of China, 1,200 miles distant from the northern, 
would also be an obstacle to the consumption of British manufactures. 
Then, again, the Chinese have laws directed against the use of strange and 
foreign things, and on all occasions involving expense, particularly such 
as festivals, marriages, public and domestic occasions of rites and ceremo¬ 
nies, they are bound to use the things which in material and in fashion are 
consonant with established and ancient usages: and even in what they buy 
of us, they buy principally those things which admit of disguise ; for instance, 
the little demand they have for our white cottons is principally because they 
can dye them some other colour, and thereby hide the circumstance of their 
being foreign. 

389. Is there only one port in China into which foreigners are permitted 
to trade?—Only one. I have heard that the Spaniards have a nominal 
admission to another port, that of Amoy, which they have been obliged to 
abandon from the impossibility of coping with the exactions of the Man¬ 
darins. 

390. Have any efforts been made, to your knowledge, by British residents 
or other foreigners, to open a trade at other ports besides Canton ?—Not 
within my recollection. 

391. Is not the Company’s mark a passport for their goods from one end 
of China to the other ?—Yes ; and in travelling through the country with 
Lord Amherst, I saw written up in Chinese characters “ Company’s cloth.” 
I would observe, with regard to the title “ Company,” that it is the only 
respectable term which the Chinese apply to foreigners; they generally call 
them by names which are scarcely to be repeated : the original Chinese 
expression, Koong-sze, means a body of public functionaries. 

392. What is your opinion with relation to what would occur to goods 
not having the Company’s mark upon them, as far as the interior trade was 
concerned ?—They certainly would not have that passport. 

393. Are vou in possession of any information as to the manner in which 
the Americans purchase their long ells and other cloths which they procure 
from this country ?—1 am not so well acquainted with what occurs in Eng¬ 
land on that subject. 

394. What has been the success of the free trade of the Americans and 
others with China ; has it been a beneficial trade or otherwise ?—I under¬ 
stand it has produced bankruptcy to a very considerable extent in America, 
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which is a circumstance referred to in the President’s message to Congress. 
He said, that the principal defalcations in the American revenue had arisen 
in the department of the customs, from the bankruptcies which occurred 
among those engaged in the pastern trade; and that the best way to guard 
the government from such losses in future was to give it the first claim 
against the estates of its insolvent debtors. 

395. Has the American consul any control over his countrymen at Can¬ 
ton ?—He has not a great deal of control over his countrymen 3 he seems to 
be simply a commercial officer. 

396. Is any deference or respect paid to him by the Chinese authorities? 
—Very little indeed. The Chinese do not understand recognizing foreign 
dignities and authorities. 

397- When Admiral Drury was in China was he respected, and his autho¬ 
rity acknowledged by the Chinese authorities ?—No 3 they treated him, in 
fact, with the greatest contempt, which in some measure occasioned him to 
lose his temper, and to behave with what I should cHll imprudence. 

398. Are you aware of an order from the Admiralty to prohibit any Bri¬ 
tish man-of-war from going to the Chinese seas, unless under circumstances 
of the greatest necessity, such as want of water ?— Yes ; and I believe that 
order was made specifically in consequence of the mischief that had been 
produced by men-of-war going to China. 

399. Were you in China at the time of the occurrence referred to ? —I was 
not in China at the period of Admiral Drury’s stay there; but I was in 
China during very similar mischiefs, whid*>ccurred in the case of Captain 
Ollrien, in 1814. Captain Richardson’s case also occurred during the 
period of my service, though I was not actually on the spot at the time. 

400. Are the British seamen in the Company’s ships under better control 
than other seamen who come in other ships ?—Decidedly. There is a spe¬ 
cies of police established at Canton by the Company 5 a circumstance that 
has arisen out of the exigencies of the case, in consequence of the mischief 
that resulted from the sailors coming up without sufficient control to Canton, 
where they gave occasion to several homicides. A most efficient system of 
police has been established on the spot, with reference to British seamen, 
constituting the commodore, or senior officer of the Company’s ships (the 
Company s president is the chief), a sort of magistrate, with perfect control 
over the men, and the power of sending them down to the ships, or of punish¬ 
ing them when they deserve it. 

401. Do you consider that if the trade was thrown open to ships of all, 
descriptions, there could be a control over the seamen similar to that which 
is exercised over the Company’s own sailors ?—I should think that neither 
the officers nor the men could be under the same control as in the Company’s 
ships; because these constitute a sort of approximation to the footing of 
men-of-war, and therefore the discipline in their case is certainly less lax 
than on board private ships. 
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400. Is there not a great trade from the ports of India to China ?—Very 
large. 

403. What class of persons navigate those ships which are called country 

ships?—The men are chiefly Lascars. > 

404. Are they under pretty good control ?—They are under the Com¬ 
pany’s control entirely ; perhaps less so than their own ships, but still under 
the Company’s control. 

405. Can any ship go from India to China without a license from the 
Company ?—I fancy they are licensed by the local governments. 

406. Does not that give an authority to the local governments to place, in 
some measure, under the control of the Company’s authorities in China the 
sailors who navigate those ships ?—'The captains sign a penalty bond, 
obliging themselves to conform to the orders of the Select Committee. 

407. Have you been in any of the Company’s settlements in India?—I 
have not visited them. 

408. Will you explain to the Committee in what way the contracts are 
made of tea, and also the sales of woollen goods,- with the Hong merchants? 

_With regard to the woollen goods, the merchants have a decided objection 

to them$ and they certainly incur a heavy loss on some of them; they 
accordingly take them from the Company only because they are obliged. 
They take them in shares, proportioned to the quantity of contract teas which 
each of them supplies to the Company; and they take a considerable portion 
of them only because the Company obliges them. I have seen accounts 
which evidently proved that the merchants were severe losers by the bulk of 
the woollens, particularly the long-ells. With regard to the teas, the contracts 
are made annually about the month of February for the ensuing season; and 
they do not extend to the whole of the intended investment, but perhaps to 
about two-thirds of it, the remainder being left to be supplied from the offers 
which may be made after the contracts have been filled. 

409. Have the Company the first offer of all the black teas that are grown 
in China ?-r-r-I believe they have of all. 

410. How do they stand with relation to the green teas?—The bulk of the 
green teas are also offered to them in the first instance. There are one or 
two very peculiar descriptions of tea, small in quantity, which they do not 
import; the young hyson, I think, is one suited particularly to the Conti¬ 
nental and American trades. 

411. Is it your opinion that an increased supply of teas could be raised to 
supply any indefinite demand in China?-—-I should think that as the quantity 
increased, the quality would deteriorate. The quantity might be increased, 
probably, very considerably beyond what it is at present; but experience has 
shown that it is impossible to keep the quality up in proportion as the quantity 
of this produce or manufacture increases. We have found several of the best 
species of black tea almost vanish, as the whole demand of the Company lias 
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increased ; and the importations of the Company into England, so far from 
starving the market, have so much over-supplied it, that there has been con¬ 
siderably above a million annually rejected at their sales at the upset price. 

412. Do you know how many years it takes to bring the tea plant to 
maturity?—-I cannot speak very positively on that subject; but l should 
think, as it is a shrub, two or three years would be necessary, or more. 

413. Has there not been very pressing orders from the Directors to the 
supercargoes, when you were in China, to send an increased supply of twan- 
kay tea ?—Yes. 

414. Has there not been a difficulty in obtaining that article?—I believe 
there has. 

415. Was there any limitation of price fixed, or was it ordered to be bought 
if it could be bought at all ?—It was, I fancy, to be purchased at any rate. 
It was stated as being much in demand at home. 

416. With respect to the many foreigners who are at Canton, do you sup¬ 
pose that the acknowledged authority of the Company’s representatives is 
advantageous to them ?—-I should think in two respects, politically and com¬ 
mercially : politically, they have certainly preserved foreigners from the 
degradation to which they would have been reduced by the haughty dispo¬ 
sition and conduct of the Chinese government; they have stemmed that 
torrent : and, commercially, they have certainly kept down the prices of 
teas. 

417. What effect would, in your opinion, be produced, politically speaking, 
by the Company being divested of their exclusive privileges in the eyes of 
the Chinese ?—They would undoubtedly lose in the eyes of the Chinese. 
The Chinese would infer that they had abused the trust confided in them ; 
and, in fact, they must necessarily lose all the advantages which they at 
present possess, for they would entirely lose their present character. 

418. That is, the Company would lose ?—‘The Company would lose, and 
also British subjects, as the Company represent British subjects. 

41 : 9. Would private merchants, trading to China, receive the same protec¬ 
tion as they now do, under the wing of the Company’s representatives ? —I 
should say they would be reduced to the level of the subjects of Other nations 
who frequent China. 

420. What protection do you suppose that foreigners now receive from the 
acknowledged authority of the Company ?—I would say that they have 
derived a general advantage, from the character of Europeans in general 
having been kept up in the eyes of the Chinese; for the Chinese cannot draw 
those distinctions which we do : they consider all nations wearing hats and 
coats to belong to one general class, of which they certainly acknowledge the 
English to be the head. 

421. Have the Company’s representatives extended their protection over 
foreigners whenever they have had an opportunity ? Have they interfered, 
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as far as they could, to support the rights of other nations, European and 
American ?—No particular instance occurs to me, at present, of their having 
done so. 

422. In the case of the murder of a Chinese by an American, were you in 
China at that time ?—I was not in China. I have heard that there was some 
disposition to take the poor man’s part displayed by individual British sub- 
jects, but that the Chinese would not have any thing to say to them. 

423. Have you any means of knowing in what way any contemplated 
change of system is viewed by the Chinese, particularly by the Hong mer¬ 
chants, and by any of the constituted authorities ?-—The Hong merchants 
would have reason to rejoice in a change, if viewed in regard to their gain; 
for they would certainly be able to do with private traders what they cannot 
do with the Company • they would dictate prices to individuals; while at 
present, on the contrary, the Company dictate prices to them. But they 
would not, I fancy, willingly purchase this advantage at the heavy risk which 
they would incur, in the event of the trade being opened, arising from their 
responsible character. They are responsible for the acts of all Europeans ; 
they are security for the ships: and the risks of fine and imprisonment, and 
even of corporal punishment, arising to themselves, from the acts of private 
merchants and their sailors, would be so great, that they would not willingly 
purchase the advantage of trading with foreigners generally on superior 
grounds to those which they at present enjoy, at the price of the risks which 
they would incur both of the person and of the pocket. 

424. What is the Committee to understand by the Hong merchants being 
security for the acts of private merchants ?—'The Chinese government will 
not deal with any ship till some Hong merchant has consented to be answer- 
able for the conduct of every individual in that ship. In the case of private 
ships, much delay has arisen from no Hong merchant being willing to become 
security, while each of them in Ips turn readily becomes security for the 
Company’s ships as they arrive; with the exception, I would add, of the 
chief Hong merchant. His more numerous avocations, as representing the 
whole Hong, and as conducting the affairs of the whole Hong in their 
official intercourse with the local government, led him to petition the Com¬ 
pany to be exempted from this duty of being security for their ships. They 
call him in their language the general merchant; that is, the principal organ 
of official intercourse between the local government, and foreigners; and on 
account of the time and attention which this required from him, he petitioned 
to be exempted from the business of being security for the ships. He was 
exempted on that ground, when he had explained to their satisfaction the 
reasons of his application. 

425. Can you state in what year that exemption took place ?—I think it 
was in*the end of 1827, or the beginning of 1828. 

426 . Were you rightly understood to say that the Chinese object to foreign¬ 
ers, and particularly to the English, on account of their power being in the 

neighbourhood 


SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 61 

neighbourhood of the Chinese empire ?—I would not say object; I would say 
that they are more inclined to be jealous of the English, and of course on that 
account, on account of the English having got so much political influence in 
Nepaul, as well as in Ava. 

427. Were you rightly understood to say, that the Company are preferred 
because they do not smuggle, and on account of the greatness of their trade ? 
—Certainly ; those circumstances must raise them in the estimation of the 
Chinese. 

428. Is not the smuggling generally and chiefly carried on through the 
country-trade ships from India to China?—I should say through the country 
trade and the Americans: both the country traders and Americans smuggle 
opium. 

429. Do the country-trade ships receive licenses from the local govern¬ 
ments in India ?—To the best of my knowledge they do; but I cannot speak 
to that as coming within the immediate range of my own knowledge. 

480. Are the Chinese aware that those country ships come under the 
license of the East-India Company from India to China?—They regard 
them generally as British ships, and they do not trouble themseves further. 

431. Do they consider them as under the authority of the East-India 
Company ?—Not farther than as British subjects. They cannot consider 
them as so immediately under the authority of the Company as the Company’s 
own ships are. 

432. Do not the country-trade ships give bonds to the East-India Com¬ 
pany?—I believe they give bonds to the East-Indian governments at the 
Presidencies from which they sail, 

433. In the event of any misconduct on board of one of the country ships, 
to whom would the complaint of the Chinese authorities be addressed ?—It 
would be addressed to the British chief, if that occurrence happened within 
the river ; but we do not recognize the country ships that stay outside of the 
river, which do not enter the river at all, but lurk amongst the islands for the 
purpose of smuggling opium. 

434. You stated that the price of freight on tea from China to England is 
about 4 d. a pound ; and you stated that the price of freight from China to 
Canada was about Id. per pound : can you explain the reason of the difference 
between the rate of freight of tea from China to Canada, and the rate from 
China to England ?—In the first place, the high freight of the Company’s 
ships to China arises from their being a superior class of vessels ; and the high 
charge on the tea arises from more of the freight being laid on the teas, that 
is, upon the homeward cargo, than upon the cargo outward. 

435. Is not it true, that a different class of ships is employed in the trade 
between Canton and Canada than that which is employed between Canton 
and England ?-— I should say that the higher freight on the tea that comes 
home to England arises partly from the shipping being of a superior class ; 
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Davis, Esq. that go out. 

436. Did the calculations you made of \d. per pound for freight embrace 
the £9 or £10 per ton, which you calculate those ships to cost ?—I take 
one-half of the freight charged for the voyage, assuming the freight paid to 
be £9 or £10 per ton. 

437. During your residence in China, have you had occasion to know that 
the East-India Company has exported a considerable quantity of Sysee 
silver, that is pure silver, from Canton ?—No, I cannot call to mind any 
single instance of that within my service, nor before it. 

438. Are you aware of their having exported bullion in any other shape ? 
—I believe they did once within the seventeen years that I have been in 
their service. 

439. Was it in any considerable quantity ?—It is so long ago (I do not 
think it is within the last twelve or thirteen years), and I cannot speak to the 
quantity. 

440. Is not the export of bullion in any shape strictly prohibited by the 
laws of China ?—It is ; but the Company, of course, when they did export 
that quantity, applied for and obtained a regular license. 

441. The Committee are to understand that the Company did apply for 
and did obtain a license from the Chinese government for the exportation of 
that bullion ?—I was not in the Committee at the time ; but I should cer¬ 
tainly say that they did apply for and obtain that license. In fact, I can 
speak to their actually having applied for and received such a license, when 
they have exported bullion. 

442. Are you aware that, with respect to a considerable quantity of the 
opium which is smuggled into China, the chests in which the opium is con¬ 
tained bear the Company’s mark ?—I never saw a chest of opium in my life, 
and therefore I cannot speak to it. 

443. As a member of the Select Committee, have you not had occasion to 
know officially that a considerable quantity of that opium was sold by the 
East-India Company’s authority in India, and a license granted to British 
subjects to carry it to China ?—We cannot possibly be ignorant of that. 
The Company enjoys a monopoly of the growth of opium in India, and there¬ 
fore they must be the sellers of it; but I am confident the Chinese are 
perfectly ignorant of a circumstance which is foreign to their empire. 

444. Are the Committee to understand that the members of the Select 
Committee are cognizant of the fact that that contraband article is brought 
to China under the license of the East-India Company’s governments in 
India?—They cannot be ignorant of a fact so generally notorious to 
Englishmen. 

445. Can you state how many of the Company’s and China ships were 
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captured during the late war ?—That I cannot state. Whatever may have 
been the number, it all occurred long previous to my entering the service. 

446 . Do not you think that an increased demand for tea at Canton 
would naturally tend to produce an improvement in the quality of the 
article ?—I should say, from the experience of the past, that an increased 
demand for tea would produce a decided deterioration of quality. 

447 . On what grounds do you form that opinion ?—Entirely from the cir¬ 
cumstance of its being a very delicate produce, requiring peculiar soil and 
climate and situation ; and that in proportion as the quantity manufactured 
is increased, and particularly if the demand is rapid, the quantity that is 
hastily produced, in order to meet that rapid increase of demand, invariably 
produces a deterioration in the quality. 

448. Since when has it been deteriorated ?—Since the demand has been 
increased, I have before stated that the Company’s tonnage had in the last 
ten years increased on the average 5,000 tons per annum, when compared 
with the nine years preceding that period. 

449 . From the experience you have bad travelling in China, can you 
inform the Committee whether the profession of a merchant is not looked 
upon as of a very inferior nature ?—1 should say, that though by the institu¬ 
tions of the country it is generally considered as inferior to that of scholars 
and some others, yet still that in China, as in every other part of the world, 
wealth must carry with it a very considerable share of consideration ; and 
that the circumstance of wealth in the Hong merchants (who also possess 
some official character) gives them a certain degree of respectability and con¬ 
sideration, even among the officers of their own government: so much so, 
that I remember Sir George Staunton, after the discussions of 1814, which 
he conducted personally, and at which I was present, told me that he was 
subsequently invited to meet one of those Mandarins at dinner, at the house 
of a Hong merchant. So much influence has wealth, even in China, in 
conducing to respectability. 

450. Is the American consul himself personally engaged in trade?—I 
should think it is the only source from which he can derive a livelihood; for 
I believe he receives no salary whatever. 

451. Do you consider the Hong merchants generally to be wealthy men ? 
—Decidedly 5 I should say that those who have escaped ruin from the illicit 
trade must be wealthy men. I would hardly make any exception at present. 

452. How many are those who have escaped that ruin ?— There are at 
present seven, and I think there were ten. I would say that generally they 
are wealthy men, and one or two of them men of incalculable wealth $ 
nobody knows how rich Howqua is. 

453 . Are you able to state whether it is not a fact that it is contrary to 
court etiquette for a merchant to be admitted into the Imperial presence at 
all ?—X am not aware of any such regulation of the government. 

454. How 
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2*2 Feb. 1830. 454. How were the supercargoes designated in the edict issued by the 

-- Viceroy of Canton ?—The term genei’ally used is Koong-sze, as I mentioned 

J. F. Davis , Esq. before, “ a body of public functionaries.” 

455. Can you state the probable amount of the tonnage employed in the 
country trade carried on between India and China, with reference to the 
Company’s tonnage?—The report on the table speaks to that fact: it is 
nearly equal, at all events, to that of the Company. It arises, not from there 
being so large a quantity of tonnage actually employed, but from the quick¬ 
ness of the returns, and from the comparative smallness of distance enabling 
one ship to make two voyages in the year. 

456. Is that trade carried on without the intervention or assistance of 
the Company’s servants at Canton at all ?—A very large portion of it con¬ 
sists of smuggling trade, and therefore must be entirely out of the Company’s 
cognizance. 

457* The question refers to the country trade carried on at Canton, of 
which no portion is a smuggling trade ?—That consists principally of cotton. 

458. Is that trade carried on without the intervention or assistance of the 
Company’s servants at all ?—I should say not. inasmuch as that trade has 
derived very important advantage and assistance from the Company’s 
Factory in the course of time. 

459. In what respect has it received the protection of the Factory ?—> 
There was an attack made by the Chinese upon the privileges and trade 
of foreigners generally, in the year 1814. The Company then made a 
stand ; and I conceive that they gained advantages which necessarily ex¬ 
tended to the country trade, as well as to the Company’s, 

460. Is it not the fact, that all the sales of the cargoes imported from 
India to Canton, and the purchases of returns, are conducted by the super¬ 
cargoes on account of the country trade in direct communication with the 
Chinese merchants, without any interference or assistance from the Com¬ 
pany’s servants whatever?—Certainly, we do not interfere with their ar¬ 
rangements with the Hong merchants. 

4>6l, Do you know whether the American trade is not carried on in 
the same way, namely, that the American merchants have direct commu¬ 
nication with the Chinese authorities and the Chinese merchants, without the 
interference or assistance of the Company’s servants ?—With the Chinese 
authorities they have endeavoured to obtain an intercourse, but have been 
denied it, except through the medium of the Hong merchants. They are 
ordered by the Chinese government, if they have any thing to say, to send a 
petition in English to the Hong merchants, which petition the Hong mer¬ 
chants are to translate into Chinese. The disadvantage of such a medium 
of communication as the Hong merchants is this, that, in the first place, 
they have interests decidedly contrary to those of the petitioning foreigners; 
and secondly, that they dare not, in their communication with their own 

government, 


SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 65 

government, urge points or use expressions which foreigners would urge and 22 Feb. 1830. 

which foreigners would use, could they write their petition themselves. The - 

Americans have been engaged, in a great measure, in the illegal trade with J.F. Davis, Ksq 

what are called the outside shopmen, in express contravention of the laws of 

the Chinese empire ; and the government repeatedly interfered to put a stop 

to it, in consequence probably of the defalcations of revenue, and the ruin 

of the Hong merchants which ensued therefrom. They have interfered three 

or four times since I have been in the service. 

462. Was not that interference on the part of the Chinese government at 
the request of the Factory ?—Certainly not. 

468. Do you know the date of the last interference ?•—The last was shortly 
before I left the country. 

464. Were you in Canton in 1828 ?—Yes, I was. 

465. With respect to the country trade, are the Committee to understand 
that a trade, equal in amount of tonnage to the trade carried on by the East- 
India Company, is carried on under the British flag to China now, without 
any interference or intervention of the Select Committee as regards the 
commercial intercourse between the supercargoes of those ships and the 
Chinese merchants at Canton ?----Except as regards the occasional protec¬ 
tion which the Committee have found it necessary to extend to the British 
trade in general in cases of exigency. 

466. Can you state any of those cases?—1 speak particularly in relation 
to the year 1814, when a stand was made against the Chinese in favour of 
British subjects generally. 

467. Do you think that trade could be carried on with the same security, 
if it had not the protection of the Factory ?—I should say not. 

468. Are you aware of a proclamation issued by the Canton government 
in 1814, regulating the trade between the shopmen and the Americans, on a 
petition for that purpose ?—No; I recollect a proclamation denying what the 
Americans petitioned for. There was a proclamation about ceitain timing 
and worthless articles ; but this was so perfectly futile, that the Americans 
petitioned for a set of regulations, which should admit the shopmen to trade 
in staple articles of commerce. Those allowed were mere mats, shoes, &c. 
and articles of consumption, which are permitted to be sold to the sailors and 
foreigners generally for the supply of their occasional wants. 

469. Are not all cotton goods and silk goods included in the last pto- 
clamation ?—If I recollect right, they were all excluded. The ultimate 
result of the American petition was, to be refused those articles which they 
applied for. 

470 . You mentioned that there were very heavy duties on the importation 

of foreign goods *, are there any internal duties on transit ?—Very consider¬ 
able ones, which necessarily add to the sale price of the articles that are the 
subjects of that transit. ^ ^ 
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22Feb. 1880. 471. Are those fixed and known, or are they variable?— They - are so 

T V t7~ v entire] y connected with the internal administration of the empire, that it is 
‘ ' l *> q ’ not easy to obtain accurate information regarding them. 

47^. Is it easy to pass the goods, or are any obstacles thrown in the 
way ?-—There, are no further obstacles than those which arise from the bar 
tuat, (his transit duty forms to the consumption of the article, by increasing 
its price. 

, t 473. Is there any means of knowing what the rates of duties are ?— 
A es; they have been stated and calculated according to the information 
obtained by a former tea-inspector of the Company. The document is 
available. 

474. Has this system of transit duties been increasing of late years ? 
~ 1 have no means of ascertaining that point; but I believe they are very 
heavy. 

47 . 5 . Have they been of late years increased or diminished ?•—I have not 
heard of their being either increased or diminished. 

47th Do you know how the duties are collected ?—That also forms a por¬ 
tion of the internal administration of the empire, with which we have few 
means of becoming acquainted. 

477 . You have stated that the smuggling trade has increased, very much 

of late years; has that increased at the same time with the system of inter¬ 
nal duties ?—The increase of the smuggling trade has been chiefly with 
reference to opium, which can have no connexion with duties, being 'altoge¬ 
ther contraband. 3 

478. Is there not a very considerable smuggling trade in other articles 
imported into China from Europe?—I believe that a great deal has been 
smuggled into China. I know instances where the articles have been de¬ 
tected, and a heavy fine has been imposed upon the Hong merchant who 
secured the ship, while of course the importing European has suffered the 
loss of his goods. 

479. Have the Hong merchants themselves taken part in the smuggling 

trade ?—Far from it j they were sold, not to the Hong merchants, but to 
outside shopmen. .7 y:,;., 

480. You were understood to state that some of the Hong merchants 
have been ruined by their mixing with the smuggling trade ?—Not at all; 
they have been ruined by the smuggling trade. They pay heavy duties and 
exactions to the government, on account of the advantages which their 
situation affords them in the monopoly of the regular trade; and as the 
smuggling trade must necessarily be carried on by persons who do not pay 
those heavy exactions, and who in fact frequently evade the regular duties, 
they must necessarily be ruined by the extension of such a course of trans¬ 
actions. 

481. Do 
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481. Do all the English manufactures imported into China by the Com- 
pany pass through the fair trade?—Certainly. 

483. Have you any means of judging what proportion of the whole im¬ 
ports into China consist of the smuggling trade ?—It is impossible to say 
exactly how much, because the smuggling is secret, and therefore not so 
open to investigation ; but with regard to opium, we know that the amount 
of the annual importation into China is upwards of 10,000,000 of dollars. 

483. Taking what information you have, should you say that one-half, or 
two-thirds of the whole importation of foreigners into China is surreptitious? 
I should say that it is very likely that one-half may be surreptitious, taking 
the value, not the bulk, because it is the most valuable articles in proportion 
to their bulk which are the most likely to be smuggled. Bulky articles, such 
as raw cotton, can hardly be the subjects of smuggling. 

484. You have spoken of the Company’s Factory making what you call a 
stand upon certain occasions ; in what Way is that stand made ? is it by ab¬ 
staining from dealing and trading ?—The Company turned upon the Chinese 
their own favourite weapon. , The Chinese had a mode of resorting to the 
stoppage of all communication ; and in the year 1814, the Company with 
very great effect, tried the same measure upon the Chinese, and found it 
perfectly successful. 

485. That is to say, the Chinese were not able to withstand the abstain¬ 
ing from trading with them for any length of time?—They gave up the 
point at last. 

486. You threatened the stopping of the trade, and that threat brought 
them to their senses ?•—The measure of stopping the trade gained for the 
Company all the points for which they contended. 

487- Can you state how long the trade was stopped upon that occasion ? 

1 have not the dates in my recollection; but it was for a considerable 
period. 

488. Did that stand, which you represent to have been made, create any 
considerable distress in China?—No, it could not produce much distress 
among the people for the time ; but it produced considerable embarrassment 
to the government, from the delay of the duties. It gained for the Com¬ 
pany two or three most important immunities and rights. Among the im¬ 
munities may be stated, that of exemption from inquisitorial visitations from 
the Chinese Mandarins at the Factory. They had been lately subject to 
every kind of insult in that way, and they gained an exemption from it. 
W ith regard to the privileges which they gained, the most important one was, 
that of direct communication with the government in the written character 
of the country, under sealed cover, and without any interference on the part 
of the Hong merchants. 

489. Are the Committee to understand, that prior to the year 1814, the 
period at which the stand was made, the Company carried on their trade 
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without the privilege to which you attach so much importance, of commu¬ 
nicating directly in the Chinese character?—No, they did not altogether; 
but it had been frequently disputed; and it was in the year 1814 that the 
Chinese particularly endeavoured to deprive them of it. They contended 
for the retention of this privilege, and gained a final confirmation of it in 
writing. 

490. How many gentlemen are there in the Factory that can speak Chi¬ 
nese?—Perhaps half a dozen. 

491. Sufficiently to hold conversation with the natives?—I should think 
so; and some of them to write the character. 

492. Were you in any provinces where the tea is cultivated?—Lord 
Amherst’s embassy did not pass through the principal tea provinces, which 
are Fokien and Tche-Kiang. We passed, however, through some where it 
is partially cultivated. 

493. Are not the provinces, where the tea is cultivated, very populous 
districts?—Very populous. 

494. Is it not cultivated by a great number of small proprietors ?—I 
should think that nearly all the landed proprietors in China must be small, 
from the mode in which property descends. They have, I believe, some¬ 
thing like the law of descents in France, which generally divides the 
property pretty nearly among the children, and therefore the cultivators must 
come gradually to be persons of small property. 

495. Is not it cultivated rather by what we should call cottagers in gardens, 
than upon a great scale ?—I should think the immediate cultivators are 
persons of small property ; but the tea-men, as they are called, those who 
employ the cultivators in performance of the contracts made at Canton, are 
persons of generally large capital. 

496. Altogether, do you think there is any considerable population 
engaged in the cultivation of teas?—It must necessarily be so in the pro¬ 
duction of the commodity, because the manufacture of tea necessarily 
involves so large a quantity of human labour. 

497. Did you ever hear any estimate how many millions were supported 
by that trade ?—No ; all our statistical information with regard to China 
must be very vague indeed. 

498. Can you state what intermediate contractors there are between the 
cultivators of the tea-plant and the Hong merchant ?—The intermediate 
contractors are called the tea-men, who at the commencement of every 
year, about the month of February, make their arrangements with the Hong 
merchants, in reference to the supply of the succeeding season. 

499. You are understood to say, that the persons whom you call the tea¬ 
men go into the country and buy the tea of the small proprietors, but they 
are not the advancers of the capital which is required for the cultivation of 

this 
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this tea?_I must repeat, that all our knowledge of details in the interior of 22 Feb. 1830. 

China must be extremely vague; and what I have said as to the smallness _ —- 
of individual property, in reference to those cultivators, is in fact chiefly a J-D. Davis, q 
surmise of my own, deduced from the mode of descent in China. 

500. To what do you ascribe the circumstance, that the Factory know so 
lit^e of the interior of the country?—Because they are confined to a small 
corner of the empire, and their knowledge cannot be so great as if they had 
access to several points of it. 

501. Do you suppose that those with whom you deal purposely keep you 
in ignorance, or that they themselves are unable to acquaint you?—I 
believe the Chinese themselves are generally ignorant of statistical matters ; 
they either have not the curiosity, or they do not possess the means of 
informing themselves. 

502. How long has the trade in British manufactures been a losing trade 
on the part of the Company ?—I think the returns will show for a very 
considerable period. 

503. You know that fact from having seen the accounts ?—Yes. 

504. Have you any doubt of it?—I have no doubt that they have lost in 
the long-run very considerably. 

505. Does it continue to be a losing trade, or has it improved in that 
respect?—I fancy that the Company have got a more fair return for some 
of their articles of importation, in consequence of having diminished the 
quantity. The prices have experienced very great depression at Canton, in 
consequence of the importations of the Americans, 

506. Would not circumstance have continued the depression of your 
profits rather than have increased the prices ?—I would not say that the 
Company have gained more, but that they have lost less , in consequence of 
finding it necessary to diminish the supply. 

507 Have the Factory always considered it as a losing trade, which was 
carried on rather to satisfy the people of England than for any profit to be 
derived from it ?—Decidedly j and I would add, that the quantity imported 
by the Americans has not been more than about one-fourth of the quantity 
imported by the Company and their officers, for the reason I have already 
stated,—that the officers can afford to import British manufactures at a 
cheaper rate, and that the Company have submitted to losses which cannot 
be expected from private merchants, from any feeling of regard for the 
manufacturers of the goods. 

508. Of course, as this has been a losing trade, you have not felt your¬ 
selves bound to extend it ?—We have extended it, and in fact kept it up td 
a point which private merchants could not have kept it to, in consequence 
of our influence over the merchants, causing them to take the goods, though 
they lost by some of them. 

509. Of course, therefore, the merchants that are forced to take the goods, 

must 
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must put that loss upon some other part of their dealing with the Company ? 
—Possibly upon the teas. Such a trade as that cannot be considered as 
advantageous to the Company j but the Company have, I believe, continued 
it to a certain extent, in deference to public opinion, or rather in consequence 
of the public clamour. 

510. Do you suppose that the American who has carried on that trade has 
been induced to do it from any other circumstance than finding it profitable ? 
—I believe it will be shown that the American importations have fallen off 
lately; and, in fact, the great bulk of their importations has been in bullion ; 
and I conclude that, if they had found the trade in woollens profitable, it 
would have been much more extensive than it has been, viz. one-fourth of 
the Company’s. 

511. Have you not every reason to suppose that that portion which they 
do carry on, whatever it may be, must be profitable ?—I should argue that 
it was not profitable, from the fact that very large failures and ruin have 
attended the American trade. 

512. Have you any other facts to prove that, except the passage you 
referred to in the President’s speech ?—Merely that sort of knowledge which 
one gains in conversation and by reading. 

518. If it can be shown to you in evidence, that the American is making 
a profit of from 20 to 30 per cent, upon manufactures sent out, while the 
Company have, according to your own statement, been carrying on generally 
a losing trade in this article of manufacture, would it not be a satisfactory 
proof to you that the private trader has had some better means of disposing 
of his goods than the Company’s Factory ?—Certainly, in relation to that 
particular article: the thing speaks for itself. 

514. You state, that great advantage is derived in the China trade from 
large ships in preference to small ones. Supposing a private trade to exist 
to China, is it not to be presumed that the individuals who carried on that 
trade for their own benefit would select the sort of ships which carried on 
the trade to the best advantage ?—That is quite a speculative question, and 
I cannot speak to the result of the experiment. 

515. Are you aware whether the Americans have increased the size of their 
ships lately ?—I am not aware of that. 

516. Do not the Dutch and other European states also carry on some 
trade with China ?—-The Dutch have had three or four ships in China within 
the last three or four years. 

517- Ho they act through a factory, or in what manner do they transact 
their business ?—They have lately established a consulate. 

518. Do not those who trade between Holland and China carry on their 
business at the place, without any particular control from any company or 
factory ?—I am not exactly aware that they are under any particular control, 
beyond that exercised by their consul. 

519. Have 
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519. Have they, within your recollection, got into any difficulties with 
the Chinese authorities or government ?—It is only very lately that they 
have resumed their trade they were thrown out of by the war, and they have 
only resumed it lately; in fact, displaced the Americans in the supply of 
Holland. 

5 / 20 . Are you aware that the Dutch formerly carried on all their trade 
through the Dutch East-India Company?—I believe they did. 

52 1. Have you heard from the merchants, or from any persons carrying 
on that trade at present, any expression of opinion, that the trade was now 
carrying on to any disadvantage in consequence of its being open and free ? 
—I believe there is something like an association in Holland, at present, for 
carrying on the China trade, if I am rightly informed. 

522. Are you aware that, though it is an association, it is a free associa¬ 
tion, and it is open to any private persons to make a similar one ?—It is ; 
but. very little inference can be drawn from the Dutch China trade, it being 
so very recent. 

523. But you are not aware of any difficulty arising from its present 
freedom ?—No specific difficulty 5 they compete with other foreigners at 
Canton. 

524 . Do you know any thing about Cochin China?—Very little. 

525. Do you know whether any trade is earned on by individuals with 
Cochin China?—I think an attempt was made by some Americans, which 
proved an utter failure. I read something about it in the Edinburgh 
Review, or in the Quarterly, three or four years back. 

526. Has any attempt been made on the part of the Factory, to ascer¬ 
tain whether they could increase the commercial relations with Cochin 
China, or any of those countries to which we have little access?—An at¬ 
tempt was made by the British Factory, in the person of Mr. Roberts, many 
years ago, under the auspices of the Supreme Government, but it proved a 
failure. 

527- How many years ago was that?—I cannot state, butit was consider¬ 
ably previous to my entering the service. 

528. Was it a mere trading attempt, or was it an attempt to establish 
some relation between the governments ?—It was, I believe, an attempt to 
establish a trade. 

529. You stated that the Chinese felt a peculiar jealousy towards the 
English, from their neighbourhood in Nepaul and in Ava. Have any cir¬ 
cumstances occurred, within your knowledge, which led you to suppose' 
that, or is it merely a surmise of your own?—I think that an edict of the 
Emperor at about the commencement of the Burmese war, tended to prove 
that the Chinese were aware of such a contest having commenced, and that 
they had turned their attention towards their frontier in that quarter. 

530. Was there any thing in the proclamation, or in what occurred at the 
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period, which proved at all distinctly that the Chinese government connected 
the operations in Ava with the British at Canton ?—They cannot be ignorant 
that the British nation is concerned in both places. 

531. Then you imagine that they were aware that the same nation which 
was engaged in hostile operations near their western frontier, was connected 
with the Factory of merchants subsisting at Canton ?—I should certainly think 
that they could not be ignorant of that; and I know very well that they are 
fully aware of the existence of our influence in Nepaul; ror a Chinese gene¬ 
ral was either seen or heard of as being very near, by some of our public 
functionaries, about the time of the Nepaul war. 

532. Are you led to suppose that they connect the operations in Ava and 
Nepaul with the Factory at Canton ?—I think their pride would prevent their 
making such admissions to us; but I feel perfectly certain that they must be 
aware of our encroachment upon them on those two points. 

533. Are they aware that the persons who compose the British Factory at 
Canton belong to the same nation ?—They certainly have never told us in 
so many words. 

534. Has any thing ever occurred which leads you to conclude that they 
distinctly connect the British Factory with the proceedings in Nepaul and 
Ava?—Circumstances have occurred, as already stated, which make me feel 
quite certain of their knowing that those who encroached upon them towards 
Nepaul and in Ava were the British, and they must connect them with the 
British in Canton. 

535. You stated that the Chinese are incapable of distinguishing foreigners 
at Canton ; how comes it, then, that they distinguish so particularly, in the 
case of the British Factory, its connexion with those operations on their 
frontier in another quarter?—They cannot fail to know that there are such 
flags and such nations as Americans and English ; and they cannot, of course, 
fail to know who are the English authorities at Canton, and who are not the 
English authorities. 

536. Then, in point of fact, they do make a distinction between the dif¬ 
ferent nations of foreigners ?—If they did not make any distinction, they 
could not treat one better than another. They are not capable of making 
such nice distinctions as we make ; for we can tell an American by his mere 
accent. 

537. Then you mean that they cannot distinguish between individuals?— 
Certainly. 

538. You stated that the American trade has been a declining one ; for 
what length of time has it been declining ?—I cannot go very nicely into 
details, but they are before the Committee. 

539. It appears by the returns now before the Committee, that with the 
exception of the years 1826 and 1827, if has been an increasing trade ?—-In 
amount; but in tonnage it has diminished: and if the amount has remained 
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nearly the same, while the tonnage has diminished, I would ascribe it to this 
circumstance, that they have given up bringing manufactures , which occupy 
a large space, and brought bullions which occupies a small one ; that they 
have moreover diminished their purchases of tea, which occupies a large 
space, and bought silks, which occupy a smaller one in proportion to the 
value. I began, however, with stating that the documents will be a better 
authority than I am. 

540. Are you acquainted with the actual amount of American imports 
and exports for any one year ?—I only speak with reference to those docu¬ 
ments which I have examined. 

541. Are you aware of the way in which the duties are paid by Ame¬ 
rican merchants upon goods brought from the east of the Cape of-Good 
Hope ?—I have understood that the American government gave the traders 
a year’s credit for the duties they had to pay ; and that the trade existed to 
an unnatural extent, in consequence of the credits arising from this custom. 
That the American government has been obliged to resort to some remedy 
for its losses. 

542. Has the falling off' in the American trade been in that with China, or 
with India ?—I speak with reference to the documents which I have seen 
relating to China. 

543. Do you know the actual amount of trade in the years 1826 and 
1827?—I have an account, I think, of 1828-9, which exhibits six millions 
and a half of dollars. 

544. You state that in your travels in China you have perceived British 
manufactures in the interior of China ; can you state any particular^ place 
where you saw them; at Pekin, lor instance ?—No; it was only in the 
neighbourhood of Canton. We, in fact, became sensible of our approach to 
Canton by the recurrence of shops containing British manufactures. 

545. Was it solely in the province in which Canton was situated, that 
you saw British manufactures exposed for sale ?—I cannot speak to that; 
but it was only in the southern part of the empire. In fact, the recur¬ 
rence of such goods was more frequent in proportion as we approached 
Canton. 

546. You stated, that it had been the earnest endeavour of the Com¬ 
pany’s Factory at Canton to extend their trade, if possible, but that they 
had been unable to do it ?—They have certainly extended their trade very 
much in tea. 

547* Were you at Canton in September 1828 ?—I was. ( 

548. Did you hear that a ship called the Merope had returned to Canton 
after having been a voyage as high up as to Ningpo, having made a very 
profitable voyage, and converted the whole of her cargo to a very large ex¬ 
tent into specie ?—It must have been entirely surreptitious, if she did; and 
I judge that her cargo was opium. 

K 549. Do 
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549, Do: you conceive that such a thing would be possible P—I should say 
very improbable, until the fact spoke for itself. From surmise, I should say 
J. F. Davis, Esq. ^ was a thing that could not easily occur; but that by smuggling a ship 
might manage to introduce goods in that way. -i 

550,. You have stated, that the Chinese government have issued many 
edicts against smuggling; have those edicts been carried into force or not ? 
_They certainly have, to the utmost capability of the weak Chinese govern¬ 
ment. I would say that they have rather shown the hostility of the Chinese 
government to the system, than that they have been very effective in sup¬ 
pressing it. 

, 551. Do you consider that smuggling has been decreased by them, or the 

contrary?—I should say that the weak and ill-organized government of 
China cannot follow up its edicts by a corresponding effectiveness ; and they 
have probably, in a great measure, proved unavailing. 

552. You stated, that the Americans laboured under disadvantages in 
their intercourse with Chinese; what inconvenience can you state ever to 
have arisen from the intercourse between the Americans, carried on as it is, 
and the Hong merchants ?—-They have suffered very severe distress and mis¬ 
fortune, in the case of a homicide, from their want of union. 

553. In their commercial transactions, to what disadvantages are they 
subject ?—I should simply argue, from the ruin of American houses engaged 
in Chinese commerce, that the commerce has been a losing one. 

554. Then you have no reason to suppose that there is any difficulty 
whatever in the Americans carrying on their transactions with the Chinese 
in Canton, but only that the result of the trade is probably a losing One?— 
A great many inconveniences. They cannot make their grievances known 
to the government. 

555. Have you ever known any inconvenience arise to them from that ?— 
Yes; I have known individuals attempt to communicate their grievances in 
the written character, and the document which contained that character 
was returned to them unopened. 

556. Has their trade ever been interrupted in their transactions with the 
Hong merchants ?—Very much indeed, in the year 1821. 

557. Has there been any other case besides that ?—Yes; I believe that 
very considerable delay has arisen from the prices demanded for the teas not 
being suited to the Americans, and they have been obliged to hold back for 
long periods. 

558. In those cases have the Hong merchants yielded ?—It was not with 
the Hong merchants that they have generally dealt, but principally with 
unlicensed people, contrary to the regulations of the government. Of course 
they have dealt with the Hong merchants occasionally, as well as with the 
others. 

559. In 
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,559. In the cases to which you allude, in which, as you say, a sort of 
stand has been made, have the Americans generally obtained the tea at their 
own prices, or have they been obliged to come to the prices of the Chinese? 
—I should think they must have given in, in most cases; but I cannot 
speak with the same correctness to the transactions regarding the Americans 
and Chinese as I can with regard to our own transactions, 

500,, When the East-India Company ship a quantity of woollens to .China, 
do they send you an invoice of those goods ?—They do. 

561. Do you add to that the charges of freight, &c. as in a common mer¬ 
cantile transaction ?—It is all calculated in the invoice. 

562. And then you turn that over into the money of the country?—Yes, 
and endeavour to get the best price we can. 

563. Do you turn it over at the current exchange, or at the 6s. 8 cl ?—We 
turn it over at 6s. 8 d. a tale. 

564 . Is 6s. 8 d. the current exchange ?—It is the value which has been 
settled for many years. 

565. How far does that calculation of 6.5. 8 d. vary from the real rate of 
exchange within your knowledge ?—The rate of exchange at Canton, in the 
case of the dollar, has been very fluctuating since I have been in the country, 
and has fallen since the war. 

566. Supposing you turn over the invoice amount of goods into tales at 
the rate of 65 . 8 d., and the current exchange is either above or below that, 
must it not give you a false result?—The exchange of dollars is only with 
regard to the dealings of foreigners at Canton, and foreigners elsewhere. 
It has nothing to do with the value of silver among the Chinese. I he 
fluctations in the value of the dollar have had nothing to do with the value 
of silver on the spot among the Chinese themselves. 

56 7 . How do you sell the woollens; for so many tales or so many dollars ? 
—The woollens are generally sold in tales. 

568. Which are carried to the credit of the East-India Factory’s account, 
at the rate of 6s. 8 d .?—Yes. 

569 . Whatever be the real rate of tales at the time ?—The value of the 
goods in dollars is found by turning over their price in tales into dollars. 1 
still say that the fluctuations in the value of the dollar can have no reference 
to the value of money among the Chinese; they are simply in reference to 
the exchange with the countries to whom those foreigners wish to remit the 
dollars: it is an affair entirely between the European in China and the Euro¬ 
pean in Europe, or elsewhere; they have no reference whatever to the value 
of the money among the natives, 

570. How do you get at the profit and loss on these woollens, because 
the woollens are sold in tales; how do you turn those tales over into English 

K 2 money? 
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money ?—The tale is a nominal value ; there is no coin of that kind; it is 
a weight of silver, and not a coin. 

571 . Why do you say that the tale varies in value ?—The value of money 
must necessarily vary among the Chinese; but the fluctuations in the 
exchange of the dollar at Canton have no reference whatever to the fluctua¬ 
tions in the value of money among the Chinese. 

572 . Are not those woollens always sold for so much money ?—They are 
sold nominally in tales. 

573 . Without any reference to the return in tea ?—Certainly; it is not a 
barter transaction. 

574 . Are they generally sold to different people ?—They are sold to all 
the Hong merchants, in the same proportion in which those Hong merchants 
receive our woollens. The supply of tea, on the part of the Hong mer¬ 
chant, is proportioned to the quantity of our manufactures which he takes 
from us: and that is the inducement to him to take our manufactures ; 
because the more he takes of our goods the more we take of his tea. The 
tea is a gaining transaction to him. 

575 . So that, although not really a barter, it is in effect a barter ?—No ; 
because we take much more of tea than we sell of manufactures. 

576 . Do you buy tea of any parties to whom you do not sell woollens ? 

_No . we buy tea of all the Hong merchants, and we sell manufactures to 

all the Hong merchants. The quantity which they take of the manufactures 
bears a proportion to the quantity of their contract teas. 

577 . Are the prices of the contract teas higher or lower generally than 
that of the tea which is bought upon the spot ?—The quality is superior, 
and therefore the price is higher. 


Martis, 23° die Fehruarii, 1830. 

CHARLES MARJORIBANKS, Esq. again called in and examined. 

578 . Can you state the prime cost of the different sorts of tea per pound 
paid by the Company, in any given year, at Canton?—I cannot state from 
recollection; but the Company’s books from China will distinctly show it. 
The common price of contract Congo teas, which forms the bulk of the 
investment, is 25, 26, 27, 28, and 30 tales per pecul; that is, 183£lbs. 

579 . How is that price settled ; is that according to the market price at 
Canton, or according to a contract ?—There are three-fifths of the Com¬ 
pany’s congo teas which are contracted for with the Hong merchants in the 
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previous season to the season in which they are delivered ; and two-fifths of 
the congo teas consist of old teas, which are purchased at the conclusion of 
the season. These teas are contracted for by the Hong merchants with the 
tea merchants, the particular descriptions of' teas that the Company recpiire 
being described to them. Upon the arrival of those teas in Canton they are 
subjected to every possible scrutiny which is supposed to be desirable, to 
ascertain their quality, when the prices given for them are established. 

580. Upon what rule are the prices established ?—Upon the quality of the 
teas, founded on the reports of the tea inspectors. 

581. Is that with reference to the price in the market at Canton?'—Not 
in the case of the contract teas. 

582. For what length of time are the contracts generally entered into ?— 
The contracts are concluded with the Hong merchants in the month of 
March for teas to be delivered in the ensuing season. 

58 3. Is it then an annual contract ?—It is annually made. 

584. Are there considerable variations in the contract from year to year? 
—The amount quantity varies according to the varying demand ; the prices 
are not fixed until the teas are delivered. 

585. Then is it a matter of agreement between the tea inspectors and the 
Hong merchants what the price of the tea shall be in each year?—Not at 
all. It is a matter of agreement between the Company’s Select Committee 
and the Hong merchants. The reports of the tea inspectors are made to the 
Select Committee; the members of that Select Committee are present in the 
Tea Hall where those examinations take place ; they hear the reports of 
the tea inspectors, and are principally guided by their reports: but the 
tea inspector has nothing whatever to do with the settlement of the price of 
tea; that rests entirely with the Committee. 

586. The settlement of the price of tea is an annual settlement ?—It is 
an annual settlement, so far, that I think I stated that for the teas of a 
certain quality and certain description, certain prices were given. Those 
prices were not determined according to the character of the tea given by 
the Hong merchant, but according to the real character which it was found 
to deserve after inspection. 

587. Are those the contract teas?—The contract teas, and every tea that 
comes in the Company’s investment; the price of that is not established by 
any old standard, but by the real merits of the tea itself. 

588. Is that an annual settlement; and do the prices, in point of fact, 
vary much from year to year?—The prices do vary. 

589. Do they vary considerably from year to year?—They so far vary, 
that in some seasons we have a very good supply of teas, and in other 
seasons an inferior supply; and in those seasons, of course, the price paid 
for them is less. 

590. Can 
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590. Can you give an instance of the variation from year to year ?—No, 
I cannot charge my recollection ; I should be shrry to . speak to any thing 
which can be shown so much moj| accurately by printed statements.' 

591. Do you mean that there is an invariable price for best, an invariable 
price for moderate, an invariable price for the inferior sort of tea, and that 
the only variation in the price is according to the proportion which the best, 
the moderate, and the inferior bear to each other when they are brought in ? 
-—If I were to endeavour to give the characters of the teas employed in 
China, I believe they would not be intelligible to this Committee/ The 
terms employed are found useful in rating the qualities of the teas, and the 
teas that are found to deserve those characters are placed under them, and 
the prices given for them are according to the quality which it is found the 
tea really possesses. 

592. Do you mean to say that there is an invariable price paid year by 
year for the same quality of tea, or that the same quality may one year with 
another fluctuate in its price ?—That applies to some of the teas, but not 
to all. 

593. Will you state to what teas that does not apply?—The question is in 
some respects complex; as the teas which are purchased as winter teas are 
received by different standards from the teas which are purchased under 
contract. Those general questions do not apply to the tea investment gene¬ 
rally. 

594. Can you give the Committee the names of the teas, and the average 
amount of the teas which are subject to that contract, and which are excluded 
from it ?—Congo as well as twankay teas. The part of the investment con¬ 
sisting of contract congo is about 120,000 chests annually. 

595. What is the quality of the congo tea ?—It is a remarkably good black 
tea. But congo is a general term; there are several different classes of 
congo. 

596. What may be the average export of congo tea from Canton on the 
part of the Company ?—-Upwards of 200,000 chests. But this is not all con¬ 
tract congo; there is a good deal of that winter congo. 

597- What proportion would the winter congo bear to the contract congo ? 
—The winter purchases of the Company are, I think, from 90,000 to 100,bo0 
chests. 

598. With respect to bohea, what proportion does the contract tea of the 
sort called bohea bear to the winter bohea ?—There is no winter bohea. The 
bohea tea is a lower description of tea, which is used as a flooring for the 
Company’s ships; the proportion of that to the general investment is very 
small. I am unwilling to state the proportion, unless I could state it perfectly 
accurate ; but it is proportionally small. 

599. Is not the bohea tea commonly estimated at about 9d. a pound in the 
primecost ?—We buy it at from 14 to 17 tales a pecul. 


600. What 
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600., What is the price of congo tea paid by the Company ?—At present 23 Feb. 1830. 
the Company’s price is at 25, 26, 27 , 28, and 30 tales per pecul. ^ 

601. Do you speak of the tale at 6s. Sd. ?—I speak with reference to the Esq. 
conventional value of the tale at 6s. 8d. j but I do not consider the tale to 

have that value. I should say, in explanation of the value of a tale, that I 
believe if a tale weight of dollar silver wex'e melted down, and 65 . of English 
money were also melted down, that they would yield nearly equal parts of 
pure silver $ which, according to that estimate, would not give the tale at 
more than 6 s. as compared with English money. 

602. Can you state the proportion that the port charges at Canton would 
bear upon a pecul of bohea tea ?—No, I cannot from recollection. 

603. Can you state at what rate bohea tea is put up here?—I only know 
from the papers before Parliament; I have no personal experience of the 
India-House sales. With respect to the prices of congo tea, I may state that 
in the year 1825 the Company’s prices of congo teas were reduced one tale 
pei' pecul upon every class of teas j and the result of that was, a saving upon 
the Company’s investment of about £20,000 sterling per annum. 

601. Did the same reduction in price take place in other teas; bohea for 
instance ?—-Not at that period. 

605. Subsequently did a fall in price take place in bohea teas?—I he price 
has varied, but I do not remember the precise variation. 

606. Can you state the prime cost of souchong tea ?—30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 

40 tales per pecul. 

C 07 . Are there any copies kept of the accounts sent home by the Select 
Committee ?—All accounts with reference to the Company’s purchases are 
regularly sent home. 

608 . Can you state what the Canton charges consist of ?—The charges for 
the establishment of the Factory, the Factory rent, the wages of Chinese in 
the Company’s employ, and there are certain charges on merchandise which 
enter also to some amount into these charges, boat-hire to carry teas to the 
ships, linguist’s fees, marking Company’s chests, &c. 

609. Can you state the amount of them in any one year ?—I think the 
charges I speak of generally amount to about 100,000 dollars. 

610. Is not the tea taken from the Hong merchants, who receive English 
goods in return, upon certain shares of which the Hong merchants have a 
certain quantity ?—The Company’s business is divided into t wenty-one shares, 
which are apportioned differently amongst the different Hong merchants. 

The quantity of teas supplied by'them upon contract is in proportion to those 
shares. 

611. Are not the English manufactured goods, which they receive in 
return, also apportioned in certain shares ?—With the greater part of. the 
woollens that is the case. 

612. Is 
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“7~ of this trade delivers a certain quantity of tea, and receives a certain quantity 
C. Marjoribanks , 0 p g 00( j g ? — N 0 , I did not state it in those terms. 

618. Can you give the Committee an account of the share which any one 
individual has had in furnishing tea to the Company ?—I can state what the 
shares of the merchants are. The senior merchant has four of the twenty-one 
shares, the next four in succession have three, and the remaining two mer¬ 
chants have two and a half shares each. 

614-. What is the amount of a share?—It depends upon the extent of the 
investments. 

615. Is it equally divided according to the investment of the year ?—The 
Company’s business is divided into twenty-one shares, apportioned as I have 
stated. 

616. Do the Hong merchants that furnish this tea all of them receive a 
certain quantity of woollens or other articles imported by the Company into 
Canton?—No; all the imports are not regulated in the same way. They 
have received the greater proportion of Company’s woollens according to 
their shares for a distinct and decided reason, that the merchants have 
always complained that the woollens which they have received have been no 

„ gain to them, and on some occasions a loss : therefore it has been considered 

equitable that the merchants who have the largest portion of the teas received 
from them, should take in return the largest proportion of British manu¬ 
factured goods. 

617 . In point of fact, each individual having a share of the tea trade does 
receive a certain proportion of woollens from the Company ?—He receives 
his proportion according to the proportions I have stated. 

618. In the settlement of the account between the Company and those 
individuals so furnishing a portion of the tea and receiving a portion of 
woollens, how is it conducted ?—It is conducted upon the same principle as 
other mercantile transactions. The merchants who deliver more in value 
than they receive, have the balance paid to them. 

619. But the one, as "far as it goes, is set off against the other ?—-Not 
always: generally speaking it is so. There have been sometimes importations 
on the Company’s account at the period when no teas have been received. 
Of course, the merchants who have received the goods as imported would be 
required to pay the amount value of them into the Company’s treasury. 

620. In ali those cases in which there have been accounts on both sides 
between the Hong merchants and the supercargoes and woollens, a balance 
is struck between them, estimating the woollens at a given price, and the tea 
at a given price ?—I scarcely understand the question. The trade, in cases 
where goods are received and delivered, is conducted on similar principles 
to those applying to mercantile transactions all over the world—^the debtor 
and creditor account is settled between the parties, . 

621. In 
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621. In what way is the value of the woollens estimated by the super¬ 
cargoes?—They receive information as to prices of the woollens in the 
markets of China from the Hong merchants, as well as from other sources 
which are open to them. Though the Company’s servants are confined in 
their commercial transactions to the Hong merchants, their ears are open to 
information from every quarter which may be considered one of intelligence. 
They are aware of the state of the China market for woollens and any other 
description of goods. 

622. Is the value of woollens settled by the Select Committee upon such 
evidence as they obtain ?—It is adjusted between them and the Hong mer¬ 
chants. The Hong merchants have frequently been required to receive 
woollens, when they have made very serious objections to it. 

623. Are any of those woollens ever sold by the Company to any other 
parties than the Hong merchants?—I think not. A small experimental com 
signment of some goods may, upon some occasion, have been sold to some 
other person, but the commercial transactions of the Company in buying and 
selling are confined to the Hong merchants. 

624. Then it follows, that the price settled between the supercargoes and 
the Hong merchants must be a price which is obtained from information 
about the market, and not from actual dealings in the market on the part of 
the supercargoes ?—The supercargoes do not go into the retail market to 
sell the cloth, but they receive information from every source which is open 
to them, and according to their information they are guided in the adjust¬ 
ment of’ prices. I believe the supercargoes have equal means of obtaining 
general information in China with other persons. 

625. The fact being, that it is a sale by one party possessing a mono¬ 
poly to another party possessing a monopoly ?—That is a question which in¬ 
volves the word monopoly, to which different persons give different signi¬ 
fications. The Company’s is a monopoly in some respects, and not in 
others. 

626. In what respect is the Company’s trade with China not a monopoly ? 
—British ships from every port in Asia are permitted to arrive in China. 1 he 
Company have allowed British merchants to remain in China, with and 
without the diplomas of foreign consuls; they have given every encourage¬ 
ment to British commerce in China. There are verv numerous instances 
which can be stated, where the Company has not what is called a mono¬ 
poly in an invidious sense of the word. I conceive, under the protection of 
the Company, the British trade generally at Canton has originated and has 
been preserved 

627 . Then, so far as the free trade is concerned, is there not a mono¬ 
poly on the part of the East-India Company for the export of teas to all 
parts of the British possessions ?—There are powers vested in the Company 
by acts of the Legislature, to trade exclusively from the dominions of the 
Emperor of China in tea. The Company, however, give tea licenses to 
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country ships, which proceed to different ports in Asia, to carry teas there 
for the consumption of those ports: in these, New South Wales is included. 
I may state, with regard to the word “monopoly,” that since I have been 
acquainted with China, I have never known a Company’s servant there to 
show the least wish unnecessarily to restrict the limits of British commerce, 
or to interfere with the fair trader, as long as he conducted himself in a 
manner that could not endanger the general trade in Canton. 

628. By whom are the licenses to export tea from Canton to India given ? 
—By the Select Committee. 

629. Is not also the furnishing woollens to the Hong merchants a trade 
exclusively in the hands of the Company, in so far as that can be carried 
on by Britons?—No; they allow their captains and officers to import 
woollens into China, and I know no prohibition against their being imported 
into China in country ships. 

630. Is not there a prohibition of the export of woollens ?—I do not un¬ 
derstand the question. 

631. Is it not the fact that they were prohibited by the English law ?—I 
am not accurately acquainted with the provisions of the English law. I do 
not imagine that the Company ever exercise any power which is not vested 
in them by the Legislature. I do not remember that their representatives 
in China interfered in the importations of private ships. 

632. Can you state the amount of tonnage allowed to the officers of the 
East-India Company to export goods from England or India to Canton ?—I 

can 


CORRECTED STATEMENT of the BRITISH TRADE at the 


IMPORTS 
on account of 
The Honourable Company, 

Imports remaining over Season 
1826-7. 

Long ells. tales, 197,222 

Worleys. — 26,000 

Camlets. — 68,904 

Tales, 292,126 


Imported by Country Ships, 
1828-9: 

% bales . peculs . tales. 
Bengal’} 16 ’ 042 35)251 324)559 


Broad cloth .., ... bales 4,154 

Long ells. — 5,003 

Worleys. — 300 

Camlets . — 470 

Mohair camlets.* — 2 

British calicoes . — 612 

Blankets and scarfs.... — 2 

British iron. 

Lead ... 

Cottons, Bengal.39,336 

Do. Madras. — 12,029 

Do. Bombay ... • — 22,486 

Sandalwood. billets 32,654 


yards , 431,816 
'pieces , 100,060 
_ 6.000 

— 4,700 

— 15 

— 15,300 

71 

peculs, 30,261 

— 30,246 

— 86,312 

— 27,065 

— 62,829 

— 1,873 


Tales . 
553,650 
578,760 
39,000 
98,136 
486 
77,112 
204 
104,430 
124,472 
798,554 
240,917 
621,725 
16,203 


3,253,649 


Dollars . 


4,518,957 


Carried forward. 
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ran only speak from recollection of wbat can be much more accurately 23Feb.l830. 

shown by documents ; but I think the Comply C 

fifths of the ships’ tonnage upon their own account, from poit to port m 
India I do not remember the precise amount of tonnage granted to the 
commanders of direct ships; but the Company’s direct ships rarely go out 
S full cargoes; and no refusal is, I believe, given by the Company to 
Officers exporting any goods upon their own account, which they may be 

desirous of doing. . . 

633. Can you state the actual price at which cloth of. different descriptions 
was sold to the Hong merchants, in any given year, by the supercargoes 

j must plead defect of memory on those subjects; those statements aie a 1 

regularly sent home. 

634. Can you furnish that statement to the Committee ?—I can do so. 

635. Have the Company exported any cotton-yarn to China within the last 
few years ?—The exports of cotton-yarn to Canton the year I left China had 
been very limited. The Company exported cotton-yarn as an experimental 
consignment; but it was only within the last two years that it has been 
introduced into China. I may refer the Committee to a general statement 
of British trade at Canton. I have here a Statement of British trade at the 
port of Canton for the year ending the 30th of June 1828, which shows t ie 
precise amount of the trade on the Company’s and private account. 

{The witness delivered in the same.~\ 



Port of CANTON, for the Year ending 30th June 1828 


EXPORTS 
on account of 
The Honourable Company. 


Unloading charges - 
Factory expenses 
European establishment 
Expenses of schooner 


i tales. 
18,689 
75,954 
£,982 
1,205 


Tales , 96,830 


Bohea ....28,967 , 

Congo. “ 16 i l flof 

Hyson . • •• — ' 

Fly son-skin .• ••• — i > olA 4 __ 

North American investment, including supracargoes’ \ 309,808 

commission. 

Cape stores, teas and sundries 

St. Helena stores, and stores to Bengal and Bombay " 


ts. 437,552 
3,935,447 
60,229 
1,043,758 
236,333 
43,553 


Tales. 


Port charges on 28 ships (Boyne included) ... - 100,004 

Unloading charges, Canton Factory expenses, Canton \ 96 830 
European establishment, expenses of schooner, &c.) _ 


5,756,872 

346,213 

9 

205,834 


.6,310,919 


Carried forward. 
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Per H. C. Ships : 

Cotton, Bengal ...... 34,962 

Do. Madras. 387 

Do. Bombay .... 32,046 


Peculs, 67,395 


p* H. C. Ships... peculs , 14,252 

— 12,574 

— 21,566 

— 1,260 

~ 142 

665 

— 1,455 

— 1,158 

— 136 

— 8,552 

catties , 25 

peduls , 4,188 

—. 2,084 

— 3,019 

~ 70 

dollars , 18,000 

— 33,617 


8,400 


IMPORTS.... Brought forward 

ON PRIVATE ACCOUNT: 


Cotton, Bengal . 
Do. Madras . 
Do. Bombay 


pec, 


41,487* at 9 1. 6 m.p pec... ts . 398.275 
387, at 9/. 5 m. -r .. 3,676 

228,664, at 9 U 2 tn. ~ .. 2,103,709 


Opium, Malwah, chests, 3,080, at 1,185 drs. p ch. . dW.3,649,800 
Do. Patna & Benares — 7,191 — 1,056 — .. 7,593,696 


Tales. 


pec. 14,252, at 7 drs. p pec, 


14,614 

31,800 

1,334 

2,030 

522 

700 

5,150 

762 

1,200 

196 

3,552 


25,527 


Opium, p’ Portuguese Ships, 
1827-8: 

Dumaun . chests , 1,988 

Company’s Patna.. — 73 

Do. Malwah — 413 

Chests, 2,474 

Opium on hand, 1st July 1828: 

Patna. chests, 2,482 

Benares. — 421 

Malwah .... ... — 1,532 

Chests , 4,435 


Pepper... 

Rattans... 

Betel-nut .. 

Putchuck .. 

Sharks’ fins... 

Olibanurn. 

Blackwood .. 

Sandalwood. 

Ivory.. 

Saltpetre .... .. 

Cloves . 

Flints.... 

Amber, very inferior . catties , 25 

Iron..« pec . 4,189 

Lead . . .. .. .. —-* 2,084 

Tin .. — 3,019 

Speltre .. — 70 

Broad cloth. yds. 25,725 

Woollens, various kinds.;. 

Cotton goods, British long cloth, &c. 

# Cottonyarn. pec . 214 (invoice cost) 

Pearls; estimated value .... 

Cornelians do. .. . 

Clocks and machinery; do.. 

Rice, Manilla... pec. 3,000, at 2 drs. p pec 

RhinocerosTiorns, and cows’horns— 36 —60 

Fish maws... — 210 — 75 

Myrrh .*. — 48 —15 

Sundries; estimated value.. 


12 — 

18 - 

5 - 

6 - 
20 

80 ~ 

51 - 

60 - 

2 - 

12 drs. p cat, 
21 drs ♦ p y pec 

20 — 

10 - 

1 & 2 drs. p 


yd 


2,505,660 

dollars. 
11,243,496 
99,764 
73,070 
71,550 
16,008 
36,540 
2,610 
4,200 
103,000 
60,960 
6,600 
11,760 
7,104 
300 
10,470 
12,504 
60,380 
700 
34,467 
25,775 
66,487 
14,000 
48,400 
51,500 
84,000 
6,000 
2,160 
15,750 
720 
195,285 


Dollars. 

4,518,957 


3,480,083 


12,365,560 



Dollars 20,864,600 


* This cotton yarn was returned to Bombay 
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p' H. C. SJiips to England .. 

p* Country Ships 
p* H. C* Ships .. peculs, l}/06 

pieces, 227,800 


EXPORTS. ... Brought forward 

ON PRIVATE ACCOUNT: 

Congo ............ pec, 5,666, at 21 t* p* pec, .. Is. 118,860 

' 3,110 — 32 — .. 99,520 

464 — 38 — ... 17,632 

602 —26 — .. 15,652 

. 2,628—46 — .. 120,888 

945 — 26 — .. 24,570 

60—.50 — .. 3,000 

860 — 30 — .. 25,800 

. 1,735 — 42 — .. 72,870 


Campoi Souchong ) 
Pouchong ) 

Pekoe . 

Twankay .. 

Hyson... 

Hyson-skin ...... 

Gunpowder .. ... 
Black tea ........ 

Green tea .... 


Raw silk, Nankin ,. 
Do. Canton, of sorts 


1,834 — 450 drs* 
1,736 .. .. 


drs . 825,300 
319,920 


Nankeen cloth, 1 • 396,400, at 98 drs. p 100 pieces 388,472 

large brown J t 

325,400 — 75 — .. 244,050 

.48 — .. 17,376 



D ollars. 
8,765/165 


Nankeen cloth, \ 
2d sort l 

Nankeen cloth, 




3d sort, small j 
Sugar candy ... 

SrvfY fiiipfir 

- - 

. . pec. 9,420, at 12 drs . p pec , 
. .. — 34,139 — 6 — 



lip*nea ... 

.— 3,648 — 20 — 


56 

Tortoiseshell ... 

.... _ 56 — 1,000 — 


275 

dollars , 31,500 
241,000 


table, 1,660,. floor, 660 
peculs , 119 
— 262 


pieces, 5,000 


catties , 36 


dollars , 2,270 

Remittances through the Com¬ 
pany's Treasury, 1827-8 and 
1828-9: * dollars 

Bills on the Hon. Court, 78,201 
Certificates .. .« 447,143 

Billon the Bengal gov 1 2,417,560 


Dollars, 2,942,904 


dollars . 

Command on cotton I 671,068 
bonds .. „. .. j_. 


Mother-of-pearl .. — — -- . y 

Wrought silk, silk piece-goods, crapes, scarfs, &c.; estimated value 

Coarse china-ware 


Bamboos and Whangee canes 
Musk. 

Glass beads, &c. .. 

Table and floor mats 
Vermillion 
Rhubarb 
Cochineal 
Damasks 


241,000 — 15 drs.p 100 . 
catties, 90 — 80 — p catty 
peculs, 800 — 20 — p ’ pec. .. 

sets , 2,320 — — — 

boxes, 460 — 44 — p box 
peculs , 262 — 65 — p pec . 

_ 147 — 500 — 

waraasss . • • • f ieces S.OOO — 16 —• p piece . . 

Writing paper, toys, kittysols, fireworks, lacquered ware, <xc.; ( 
estimated value .. • • »• •• •*, •• 1 

Seed coral .. . • catties, 36, at 80 drs. y catty .. 

Brass foil .. •• peculs, 265 — 58— p pec. .. 

Alum, aniseed, China root, galengal, gamboge, &c. .. 

Gold .. tales weight, 300 at 25 drs.p tale 

Camphor .. - - peculs, 885 — 30 p. pec. 

Sundries; estimated value 
Dollars, Sycee and Peruvian silver 


dollars. 

1,145,220 


649,898 

113,040 

204,834 

72,960 

56,000 

4,125 

200,925 

49,100 

3,615 

7,200 

16,000 

3,584 

20,240 

17,030 

73,500 

80,000 

38,086 

1,080 

15,370 

15,702 

7,500 

26,550 

47,795 

6,094,646 


Disbursements on nineteen regular ships, at drs. 9,000 each; eigliA 
chartered and thirty-nine country ships, at drs. 7,000 each, measure¬ 
ment of country ships included .. 






692,767 


8,964,000 

500,000 


18,921,932 

Balance . • .. .. 1,442,668 

Dollars -20,364,600 
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636. Does that show the quantity of cotton-yarn imported ?—-There is 
cotton-yarn imported on private account in this year to the amount oi 
14,000 dollars. 

637. Does the private trade include the trade of the Company’s officers? 
—It does. 

638. Can you state the amount of cotton-yarn imported in the subsequent 
year ?—I can furnish the Committee with it, but I have it not with me. 

639. Do you know what the numbers were of the cotton-yarn that were 
exported?—I do not remember the precise numbers, but the Chinese ob¬ 
jected to very fine descriptions of cotton-yarn, inasmuch as they could not 
work it up in their cloths. 

640. Can you give the Committee any account of the cotton piece-goods 
imported ?—In the year 1828, it is given to the amount of 66,487 dollars. 

641. You. stated that the Hong merchants take a certain proportion of 
the Company’s woollens in proportion to the quantity of tea furnished: is 
the contract for taking the woollens made at the same time with the con¬ 
tract for furnishing the tea ?—The price of the woollens is settled at the 
period at which the woollens are delivered to the merchants ; the contract 
for the teas is made the year previously, and the prices adjusted when the 
teas are delivered. 

642. The contract for the price of teas is not made at the same time with 
the contract for the price of woollens?—The prices of teas and the prices 
of woollens have no reference to each other; they are established sepa¬ 
rately. 

643. Does raw or manufactured produce find the best market at Canton ? 
—Haw produce generally speaking. 

644. Is that because the Chinese government wishes to protect its own 
manufactures ?—I conceive the Chinese government have a disposition to 
protect their native industry and their own manufactures. I should be led 
to draw' that conclusion from the very high duty which is placed upon the 
article of camlets, the sale price of which in China is generally about 40 
dollars, and the duty upon it is 18 dollars, being nearly 50 per cent, upon 
the sale value. The camlet is the nearest approximation to their silk manu¬ 
factures. We do not possess the same power over the Chinese as-we do over 
our Indian empire. We have excluded the manufactures of India from 
England by high prohibitory duties, and given every encouragement to the 
introduction of our own manufactures into India. By a selfish (I use the 
word not invidiously) policy, we have beat down the native manufacturers 
of Dacca and other places, and have inundated their country with our own 
goods. We do not possess the same power over China ; we may exclude 
their manufactures by high duties, but we cannot compel the Chinese to 

receive 
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receive ours on our own terms. I should think they have sagacity enough 23 Feb. 1830. 
to protect themselves. 

645 . Do the Chinese object to the English calicoes as not equally durable 
with their own ?—Yes, they consider them more flimsy and less durable. 

646 . Are those camlets frequently smuggled into the country?—Very fre¬ 
quently, from the very high duty and consequent temptation. 

647 . Are you acquainted with the manufactured calicoes of India?—I 
have seen them. 

648 . Are they not superior in point of strength to those which are ex¬ 
ported from this country ?—I cannot speak to that point. 

641 ). You have stated, that the assumed value of the tale by the East- 
India Company is 6 s. 8 d. 5 can you state what is the assumed value of the 
tale by the Americans ?—All the American purchases and sales are con¬ 
ducted in dollars and cents, without any reference to the tale. 

650 . Besides camlets, what other articles of British manufacture are 
subject to duty in China ?—All articles. I speak of camlets as being subject 
to an extraordinary high duty; and I account for that by its being a nearer 
approximation to their silk manufactures than any other article of British 
manufacture which is imported into China. 

651 . Is the duty upon calico what you would call a high duty, with re¬ 
ference to the duty upon camlets, for instance ?—No; the duty on camlets 
is higher in point of relative value. 

6.52. How is New South Wales supplied with tea ?—By licenses, which 
are granted by the Select Committee in China to private ships which carry 
tea to New South Wales. 

653 . Is it a direct trade. Have you a list of Chinese duties ?—It is ge¬ 
nerally a direct trade, though sometimes the ships stop at Batavia. I have 
here a list of Chinese duties said to be charged by the Hong merchants on 
goods imported into Canton. I believe this list of duties to be compiled 
from as accurate sources as possible. I have heard private British mer¬ 
chants resident in Canton declare the very great difficulty they had in as¬ 
certaining the accuracy of the Chinese duties. I beg to state that that 
list of duties was acquired entirely for my own private information, with no 
view to laying it before a Committee of the House of Commons. 

(The witness delivered in the same , which was read as follows:) 
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Estimated LIST of DUTIES charged by the Hong Merchants on Goods imported into Canton, 


m. I 

3 at 


Cotton.,.. 

Sandal wood .. ..... 

Black wood or ebony,. 

Japan wood .. 

Camphor, 1st sort.... . 

2d. 

01 i banum . . 

Patchuck . ...... 

Myrrh.. 

Cutch. 

Tortoise-shell.,... 

Elephants' teeth. 

Rhinoceros' horns ... 

Buffalo do. .... ,. 

Mother-of-pearl shells. 

Birds’ nests, 1st sort.... ... 

2d.., 

Bicho do Mar. 

Shark fins . 

Fish maws.. 

Rattans „. 

Pepper.. 

Betel-nut .. 

Cloves..... 

Nutmegs.. 

Tin. 

Iron.. 

Copper .... 

Lead.... 

Steel ... 

Quicksilver.. 

Amber, large .... 

small... 

Coral beads ... ., 

Branch, 1st sort. 

2d . 

3d .. 

4th,or fragments 
Cotton handkerchiefs, large ,. 

small .. 

Long cloths, 1st sort. 

2d. 

Broad cloth , ... 

Kerseymere ... 

Camlet, English... 

Dutch .. 

Long ells... 

Scarlet cuttings.. .. 

Bees’-wax ... 

Land otter skins. 

Sea otter skins . 

Rabbit skins .. 

Beaver skins . 

Ginseng... 

Cudbear. 

Cochineal . 


t. m* 

1 5 

2 1 
0 4 
0 6 

109 2 

1 9 
1 2 

2 1 
2 2 
0 8 
7 0 
5 8 

24 0 
12 0 
0 4 


24 

4 

0 

1 

1 


0 4 
0 9 
0 3 


8 

4 

6 

2 

2 


0 6 
0 7 


1 

13 

6 

132 

132 

79 

13 

6 


0 0 
0 0 
0 6 
0 2 
0 6 
0 4 
0 8 
1 4 
0 2 
6 0 
1 7 
1 8 
1 3 
0 4 
6 I 
48 9 


c. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 


0 0 
0 0 


0 0 


6 

2 

8 

3 

3 


0 0 

1 8 


0 9 
8 9 
8 0 


0 

6 

2 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 


8 3 
3 0 


1 
7 
9 
7 
0 
4 
7 
7 

7 

9 0 
1 2 

1 5 
6 2 

2 0 
0 0 

8 0 
2 9 


p’ pecul 


each 

ditto 

piece 

ditto 

p' 10 covids 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

p*pecul 

ditto 

p’ 100 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

p’ pecul 

ditto 

ditto 


£ 

. S. 

d . 

lbs* A voir d * 

0 

8 

8 

at 10/ p’ 1334d 

0 

14 

0 

ditto 

0 

3 

3-20 

ditto 

0 

4 

2-40 

ditto 

36 

8 

2*56 

ditto 

0 

13 

.1*60 

ditto 

0 

8 

0 

ditto 

0 

14 

0 

ditto 

0 

14 

10*72 

ditto 

0 

5 

7*60 

ditto 

2 

6 

8 

ditto 

1 

19 

0*88 

ditto 

8 

0 

1*68 

ditto 

4 

6 

0*96 

ditto 

0 

2 

10*68 

ditto 

8 

0 

10*56 

ditto 

1 

10 

0 

ditto 

0 

4 

9*44 

ditto 

0 

7 

3*28 

ditto 

0 

8 

9*60 

ditto 

0 

2 

10*88 

ditto 

0 

6 

6*64 

ditto 

0 

2 

7*68 

ditto 

1 

18 

8*80 

ditto 

I 

9 

4*72 

ditto 

0 

11 

3*12 

ditto 

0 

1 

10*40 

ditto, 

0 

8 

7-20 

ditto 

0 

4 

6 *88 

ditto 

0 

4 

8 * 16 

ditto 

0 

9 

7*52 

ditto 

.4 

9 

5*04 

ditto 

2 

5 

2*64 

ditto 

44 

5 

0*24 

ditto 

44 

3 

5 04 

ditto 

26 

11 

5*04 

ditto 

4 

9 

5*04 

ditto 

2 

6 

2*64 

ditto 

0 

0 

2*40 

each 

0 

0 

1*20 

ditto 

0 

4 

5*60 

p’ piece 

0 

l 

11*20 

ditto 

0 

4 

6*24 

p 10 ft. 5 in. 

0 

2 

8*48 

ditto 

0 

5 

7*20 

ditto 

0 

9 10-08 

ditto 

0 

1 

9-60 

ditto 

2 

0 

5-60 

p\133* lbs. 

0 11 11*20 

ditto 

0 12 

0*96 

p’ hundred 

0 

8 

9*20 

ditto 

0 

3 

096 

ditto 

9 

0 

9*60 

ditto 

16 

6 

0 

p’ 133* lbs. 

0 

1 10-40 

ditto 

0 12 10 32 

ditto 


N. B .—The China rates are reduced into sterling at 6/8 per tale. The covid is equal to 12^ inches; 

and the pecul to 133^ pounds avoirdupois. 
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654. Could you, from an inspection of this document, state to the Com¬ 
mittee the amount per cent, of the duties upon the value of any of these 
articles ?—I can have it rated, but I could not immediately state it. 

655. Are those fixed duties, or do they vary in different years?—We 
have been told sometimes that the duties are charged differently. Every 
foreign trader has been desirous of paying his own duties, but that has 
always been prohibited. It was among the requisitions made by Lord 
Macartney of the Viceroy of Canton, but was then, and has been subse¬ 
quently, refused. 

656. Has the duty upon camlets varied materially in your recollection ?—I 
think that has remained steadily at the rate of about eighteen dollars per piece. 

657. Notwithstanding this high duty, is there much demand for them in 
China ?-—There is a considerable demand. I believe it is an article in. which 
smuggling has taken place to a great extent, from the temptation which a 
high duty always gives. 

658. Can you give the Committee any idea of the quantity of camlets 
that has been imported by the East-India Company into China ?—-It is 
stated in the Returns. 

659. Are the Committee to understand, that the whole of the duties 
that are paid, are paid by the Hong merchants upon the vessels for which 
they go security ?-—The Hong merchants are responsible for all duties upon 
foreign trade. With regard to the persons who deal outside of the Hong, 
their duties can only be paid through the Hong merchants. 

660. Have you any reason to suppose that, in any instance, the duties 
paid by one merchant are higher or lower than the duties paid by another? 
or is there any opening for any bargain with respect to the amount of 
duties ?—Not to my knowledge ; I should be sorry to say that it were other¬ 
wise, from the corrupt nature of the Chinese government. 

661. To what, then, do you ascribe the anxiety you state to have 
been evinced by individual merchants to pay the amount of their own 
duties ?—It was from a wish to ascertain precisely the amount, and how far 
they could rely upon that amount with a view to future importations. 

662. Does not the secrecy which is observed with respect to the amount 
of duties make it always open to the government officers to demand more or 
less from one merchant than another ?—I do not know that this has ever 
taken place. The struggle between the Chinese and foreigners has always 
been, that the Chinese have endeavoured to keep the control of the trade in 
tiieir own hands; and but for the intervention of the Company, I conceive 
that the restriction would have been infinitely stricter than it is now. 

663. It appears that the importation of camlets has decreased considerably 
m each year; can you state any reason for that ?—* A good many Dutch 
camlets have been imported by Dutch ships; and camlets have also been 
imported on private account. 

M 664. Has 
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664. Has not the smuggling trade in camlets increased?-—The smuggling 
trade in every article has increased within my knowledge to a very great 

> extent. 

665. Has it increased chiefly in those articles on which the duties are 
highest?—It has increased chiefly in opium, of which there is a prohibition. 

666. Of the rated articles, must not the tendency of the smuggling trade 
be to increase most in those articles upon which the duty is highest?— 
Certainly. 

667 . Is not the duty upon camlets high?—Yes; I have stated it to be 
nearly fifty per cent, on the sale price. 

668. Therefore may it not be presumed that the smuggling trade in 
camlets has increased ?—I cannot speak from any certain knowledge of its 
increase. 

669. How many Hong merchants are there ?—Seven. 

67 0. That is a lower number than formerly existed* is it not?—Within 
my recollection I think there have been seven, eight, nine, ten, and eleven. 

67 1. What causes have led to the diminution of the number of Hong 
merchants ?—Bankruptcies among them. 

672 . How do the seven existing Hong merchants stand now with respect 
to property ?--Howqua, the senior merchant, is a man of very large 
property. The second in the Hong, Mowqua, has been a man of large 
property, but he is of more questionable property now; I consider him 
still to be a very sufficient merchant. Puankhequa and Cbunqua are both 
men of opulence. I should say the same of Goqua. Kioqua and Fatqua, 
the two juniors, I believe to be poor men, and indifferent merchants. 

• 673 . Have you known any connexion existing between the outside mer¬ 

chants and the Hong merchants, by which the capital obtained of the out¬ 
side merchants is brought to support the lower class of Hong merchants ?—I 
believe that exists. 

674. Is not Dr. Morrison the interpreter of the Company ?«—He is. 

67 5. Is he not also the editor of the Canton Register ?—No, I believe not. 

676 . Is he a proprietor ?—Not to my knowledge. 

677 . Are you acquainted with the statements of commerce which are con¬ 
tained in the Canton Register ?—I have seen them. 

678 . As far as they have come within your information, do they contain 
accounts upon which reliance can be placed ?—Sometimes the information 
in them is correct, and sometimes incorrect. The Canton Register is like 
other newspapers in this respect. 

679. Do the Hong merchants make any objection to entering into security 
for the American ships ?—The Hong merchants have invariably declared 
their preference to being security for the Company’s ships ; they wish to 
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refrain from being security for other ships. I have understood that the 
Americans, upon occasions, could only get Hong merchants to become 
security for the ships by agreeing to carry on their commercial transactions 

with them. 

680. In point of fact, do not the Hong merchants become security for a 
very considerable number of American ships, exceeding thirty in a year ?• 
Every ship that arrives at Canton some Hong merchant must be security 
for. The American ships of late years have been below thirty in number; 
only twenty in 1827-8, and below that number, I believe, in the subsequent 

year. 

681. Is there any additional charge made by the Ilong merchant upon 
the American ship, not made upon the British ship, which can measure 
the indisposition of the Hong merchant to become security for the one as 
compared with the other?—What I have stated, I think, in some measure 
answers the question, that I have known instances where the Hong mer¬ 
chants have declined being security for the American ships, unless the agents 
of those ships agreed to trade with them. I conceive that afforded me 
Hong merchants an opportunity of imposing an indirect tax upon the Ame¬ 
rican ships. 

682. Where a Hong merchant becomes security for the Company’s ship, 

does not the trade of that ship necessarily turn to the Hong merchant r’— 
Not at all. . , , 

683. In the case in which the trade of a British ship does not go throng i 
the Hong merchant, is it not an arrangement, with the assent and permis¬ 
sion of the Hong merchant, that the trade is carried on with an outside 
merchant ?— If the goods are shipped from Canton, they can only be shipped 
from the warehouse of a Hong merchant, therefore it must be with his sanc¬ 
tion. The junior merchants, the poorer merchants, have been those most 
disposed to permit such shipments; they have often formed connexions with 
the outside men, which have been very injurious to themselves, and injurious 
to the trade generally. 

684. Are the instances numerous, in which you have, in your experience, 
known the Hong merchants to refuse becoming security for American ships t 
—The Hong merchants did not refuse to become security; but they showed 
an indisposition to become security, which indisposition did not extend o 
the ships of the Company. 

685. How did they evince that indisposition ?—By in some instances in¬ 
quiring, I have been told, an indemnity bond of the captain or supercargo ot 
the vessel; by the Hong merchant requiring, in some instances, that ne 
should be dealt with in preference to any other merchant. 

686. How could a Hong merchant become security for a ship without that 
ship dealing with him ?—It is constantly the case with the Company s ships ; 
they become security for the ship, with no reference to their future com- 
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28 Feb. 1830. mercial dealings at all. The merchants become security successively for the 
- Company’s ships as they arrive. 

C. Marjoribanks, iggy. What is the inducement to the Hong merchant to become security 
F' S( l- for a ship, when he has none of the dealings with that ship put into his 
hands ?•—He has no particular inducement to become security for an indi¬ 
vidual Company’s ship, except from the advantages which he derives from 
the trade generally. 

688. Did you ever know a Company’s ship to be secured by a Hong mer¬ 
chant who had not a share in the Company’s business ?—The Hong mer¬ 
chants have all shares in the Company’s business. 

689- Are not some of the junior Hong merchants in such a state of em¬ 
barrassment as to induce the Select Committee not to trust them with the 
management of the shares assigned to them, but that those shares are 
managed by other more responsible Hong merchants on their behalf?—Not 
now. In former years, when the juniors have been in difficulties, such has 
been the case. 

690. Do the Hong merchants ever become security for private ships which 
do not deal with them ?—I cannot say that they have not done so. 

691. Is there any indisposition on the part of the Hong merchants to 
give security for country ships ?—I may say, to a certain extent, it has 
been; for they have required indemnity bonds, upon some occasions, to 
be given by persons connected with the country trade, to protect them 
against any exactions from the government, in event of deviations from 
the Chinese regulations on the part of the persons connected with that trade. 

692. Did you ever know that course adopted with respect to American 
ships ?—I have been told that it has been ; I have been told that indemnity 
bonds have been required from American agents. 

693. With respect to ships of other foreign countries, Dutch ships for 
instance, are you aware of any indisposition on the part of the Hong mer¬ 
chants to become security for them ?—The Dutch trade has been very limited 
of late years; but I am not aware of any such indisposition. 

694. Will you describe the process that takes place upon the arrival of 
a ship, for the purpose of finding a merchant to become security ?—As 
far as the Company are concerned, it has been arranged that the Hong 
merchants shall successively become security for the ships as they arrive. 

695. Within the last two or three years has not one of those Hong mer¬ 
chants become insolvent ?—Yes. 

696 . Which of them is that ?—Manhop. 

697 . Has he still a share of the Company’s business ?—No. 

698. Would Manhop be asked or permitted to secure one of the Company’s 
ships ?— He. is no longer a merchant; I believe he is at this moment at.Elee, 
in the centre of the wilds of Chinese Tartary. 

699. Is 
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€>99. Is not his hong still at Canton, and in the list of the security mer¬ 
chants?—No ; he is a bankrupt, and his hong is dissolved. 

700 . Did he not remain at Canton some time after he became a bankrupt 
and compromised with his European creditors ?—I believe he was kept in 
very close confinement, by order of the Chinese government, for a number of 
weeks. He was very much addicted to opium smoking, and, I believe, that 
was his only consolation. 

701 . If one Hong merchant failed with money belonging to an European 
in his hands, are not the Co-hong responsible for that debt by the law of 
China?—By the law of China to a limited amount only, to the amount 
of 100,000 tales: that is the Imperial law, but that has never been acted 
upon. 

702. You stated that there have been other ports besides Canton where 
other Europeans have had access, as Amoy; can you state whether the same 
mode of carrying on business through Hong merchants exists at those 
establishments as at Canton ?—I stated that the Spaniards still possessed the 
privilege, which I believe to be a merely nominal one, inasmuch as they 
have taken no advantage of it of late years; therefore no mercantile 
establishment exists with a view of carrying on trade, because there is no 
trade. 

703. Do you know whether there was an establishment of Hong mer¬ 
chants for the purpose of carrying on trade there ?—There is no foreign 
trade there now whatever, and therefore no merchants. I believe there was 
in former years. 

704. Do you know what was the establishment when foreign trade was 
carried on ?—Upon reference to the records of the Company, 1 have seen a 
description of persons spoken of during the early periods of our trade, desig- 

v nated government merchants ; those persons have been persons who were 
put forward by the Chinese government to deal with foreigners, and respon¬ 
sible to the government, much in the same way that the Hong merchants 
are now. The early period of our trade with China shows the commeice 
very ill conducted, and displays the English character to very little advan¬ 
tage. The Portuguese and Spaniards, the Dutch and English, first appeared 
On the coasts of China as a race of men eagerly desirous of weal th, but care¬ 
less of the means by which it was obtained. The Chinese were at all times 
their masters in the arts of fraud and deception ; but it cannot excite surprise 
that a people wisely estimating the advantages of peace as the first of bless¬ 
ings which can be bestowed upon a nation, should have regarded the con¬ 
stant contentions of these early adventurers with the contempt and indiffer¬ 
ence which they deserved. 

705 . You have given in a table, showing that the barter trade in the year 
ending the 30th of June 1828, in the port of Canton, amounted to 20,364,000 
dollars; can you state what proportion that bears of the whole foreign trade 
at Canton?—I could give a statement of the amount of American trade, if 

it 


<3L 


23 Feb. 1830. 

C. Marjoribonks, 
Esq. 


MINISr^ 




94- 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS ; 


a3 Feb. 1830. it were not already before the Committee ; arid a comparison of the two 
—1- statements, with that; of the Dutch included, would give the result. I 

C. Mayor thanks, should say the British trade at Canton is very considerably beyond all the 


others. 


706 . By this statement it appears that the trade on the part of the Com¬ 
pany imports 4,518,000 dollars, and that on private accounts including 
11,243,000 dollars. The amount by the private individuals is 12,365,000 
dollars. Will you state in what manner this account is made up, to enable 
them to show the amount of imports of opium, when it is a prohibited article ? 
—I have already stated, that though the Committee in China are confined in 
their commercial dealings to the Hong merchants, yet, like every other 
description of persons in their situation, they receive information from every 
source which they consider good; and when they are desired by their 
employers to furnish them with accounts of the opium trade or others, they 
consider it their duty to make such inquiries as may elicit the best informa¬ 
tion upon those subjects. Not dealing in opium themselves, they cannot 
Speak to the practical part, but they receive information from British agents 
and others who do deal in it. The friendly intercourse which has always 
existed between the respectable class of British merchants in China and the 
representatives of the Company, induces the British merchants to commu¬ 
nicate readily information upon those subjects; at least I have always found 
it so. 

707 . It is stated here, that 3,080 chests of Malwa opium is valued at 1,185 
dollars per chest; in what manner is that valuation obtained?—From the 
sale. Those prices are not put down by the Company’s servants; they are 
obtained from the British merchants who deal in opium. 

708 . Are the Committee to understand, that although the trade of opium 
is prohibited under very severe penalties, yet that the quantity imported, 
and the prices at which it is sold, is as regularly known as any other article 
which is authorized and regularly imported ?—It is made no secret of; it is 
generally known by the parties who deal in it, and they communicate it to 
others. The prices of opium are always given in the Canton Register, a 
public newspaper. 

709 . Is it not an instruction from the Court of Directors, that no English¬ 
man in China shall in any way be concerned in the importation of opium? 
—No ; there is no such order from the Court of Directors; the Company 
prohibit any of their own servants from dealing in opium, 

710 . Are you aware whether any of the Company’s marks are put on the 
chests of opium imported from Malwa and Bengal?—I cannot speak accu¬ 
rately as to the fact. The only time when I have seen opium was when it 
was taken out of the chest. I do not know that it is so, and I do not know 
that it is not. 

711 . Is opium landed in chests in China ?—I have understood that on 
board the country ships they break up the chests and put the opium into 


bags, 
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713. Is this trade carried on within the view of the officers of government 
and the nien-of-war boats of the Chinese ?—Frequently within the view of 
the men-of-war boats. 

714. Are there boats stationed on the part of the Chinese authorities 
within reach and view of this trade?—Not regularly stationed: they 
frequently go and come there. They are constantly manoeuvring about, and 
often report to the Canton authorities that they have swept the seas of all 
smuggling ships. The ships remain there just the same. 

715. Have you ever known any case in which they have interposed to 
prevent the carrying on of this opium trade ?—The Chinese have frequently 
interposed by the strongest proclamations. I have known some instances in 
which the opium boats have been seized, and the crew have had their heads 
cut off. 

716. Has that happened when they have been detected up the river, or 
at the place among* die islands where the trade is carried on ?—They have 
been detected in different parts of the river. They are tried and convicted 
in a very summary manner. The custom-house officers, by whom the opium 
is seized, frequently on such occasions light a fire on the top of a hill in a 
conspicuous situation. The opium is declared to be burnt, but I believe 
none of it is put into the fire. 

717- Then, in point of fact, the interposition, although it may be con¬ 
nected with the loss of life, does not lead to the cessation of the trade ?— 
No, it does not. The Chinese government, with respect to opium, consider 
it as a traffic that ought not to exist. An Imperial edict is supposed to be 
indisputable, and anything contained in it not to be contravened. They . 
never acknowledge it as a trade. 

718. Therefore the existence of established laws against foreign trade 
and against foreigners by no means admits of presumption that the practice 
is according to the law ?—-No. Practice and profession are much at variance 
in China. 


bags, in which state it is delivered to the Chinese. The chest is a cumbrous 
article, and they wish to get rid of it The chest does not find its way into 
the Chinese boat; it is, I believe, left in the ship, 

712 . Can you inform the Committee how the trade of opium is carried 
on ? The question refers to the transfer of opium from the country 
ships to the opium boats ?—When I first went to China, the opium trade 
was at Macao, from which it went to Whampoa, and is now confined to the 
islands at the mouth of the river. The opium smuggling boats go alongside 
the ships in the open face of day, and the opium is delivered to them upon 
their presenting what is called an opium order from the agent in Canton. 


719. Then 
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719. Then, in point of fact, it may be said that the smuggling trade in 
opium is carried on with the connivance of the Chinese authorities ?—With 
the connivance of the lower Government authorities; I am not prepared to 
say of the higher authorities. 

720. Is that the case in the smuggling of other articles ?—Yes, it is. 

721. Have you known of seizures being made of opium in the interior of 
China ?—I have heard of them. I believe the opium finds its way to all 
parts of the empire, and within the walls of the Imperial palace at Pekin, 
though it is disclaimed and denounced as a poison. 

722. Is it carried on without interruption ?—No; it is liable to frequent 
interruptions. The persons who carry it from Canton are obliged to 
conceal it about their baggage, to evade the search of the Chinese officers; 

723. How can a trade of such an extent be a secret trade ?—It is an illicit 
trade. 

724. You have stated that the smuggling trade in opium is confined to the 
islands at the mouth of the Canton river ?—It is there that it is principally 
conducted; the foreign ships anchor there, and the opium boats go along¬ 
side of the ships there. 

725. Is it carried on at any other parts of the coast ?—I have known opium 
ships go along the coast with a view to disposing of opium, but I believe 
unsuccessfully. 

726. Is the smuggling trade in other articles carried on in any other 
parts of the empire ?—Not to my knowledge; it is all at Canton. 

727. Was there not a ship called the Merope freighted with opium ?—I 
remember a ship of the name of Merope, in China. 

728. Did not that ship sail to the northward, and dispose of her cargo 
somewhere about the ports of Amoy and Ning-po ?—I heard that she went 
along the coast, but the extent of her cargo I am not aware of. 

729. Have you ever known the Hong merchants deal in opium ?—-Never, 
to my knowledge. 

730. Do you understand the consumption of opium in China to be rapidly 
increasing ?—Very rapidly. I think I stated that the year I left China the 
importation of opium was supposed to be between 13,000 and 14,000 chests, 
which was a very considerable increase. I have a statement of the 
consumption and value of the Indian opium in China, from 1818-19 to 
1827 - 8 . 

[ The witness delivered in the same.~\ 
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STATEMENT of Consumption and Value of Indian Opium in China, 

from 1818-19 to 1827-28. 



PATNA and BENARES. 

MALWAH. 

TOTAL. 


Chests. 

Value. 

Chests. 

Value, 

\ 

Chests. 

Value. 

1818- 1819. 

1819- 1820 . 

1820- 1821 . 

1821-1822. 

1822- 1823. 

1823- 1824. 

1824- 1825.. 

1825- 1826. 

1826- 1827.. 

1827-1828 . 

3,050 

2,970 

3,050 

2,910 

1,822 

2,910 

2,655 

3,442 

3,661 

5,114 

Dollars, 

3,050,000 

3,667,950 

5,795,000 

6,038,250 

2,828,930 

4,656,000 

3,119,625 

3,141,755 

3,668,565 

5,105,073 

1,530 

1.630 

1,720 

1,718 

4,000 

4,172 

6,000 

6,179 

6,308 

4,361 

Dollars, 

1.109.250 

1.915.250 
2,605,800 
2,276,350 
5,160,000 
3,859,100 
4,500,000 
4,466,450 
5,941,520 
5,251,760 

4,580 

4,600 

4,770 

4,628 

5,822 

7,082 

8,655 

9,621 

9,969 

9,475 

Dollars, 

4,159,250 

5,583,200 

8,400,800 

8,314,600 

7,988,930 

8,515,100 

7,619,625 

7,608,205 

9,610,085. 

10,356,833 


Canton, 

10th November 1828. 


731. Is that statement confined to opium which has passed the Company's 
sales in India, or does it include the opium which is smuggled from India to 
China?—I believe it includes the Mahva opium, which comes from the 
Portuguese port of Demaun. 

732. Is there any Turkey opium imported into China ?—There is. 

733. To any considerable extent?—In some years, I believe, it has been 
to the extent of 500 or 600 peculs. The amount of a chest of opium is 
considered exactly one pecul. 

734.1s the Turkey opium better or worse than the Indian opium ?•—Very 
inferior; it is used by the Chinese to mix with the other opium. 

735. Does it go from the Mediterranean ?—It is brought from the Levant; 
chiefly from Smyrna, I believe. 

736. By what class of traders ?—-I have known it come from Sincapore; 
and I have known it brought by American ships. 

737. Have you known it brought by European ships?—I do not re¬ 
member any being brought by European ships. 

738. Are you aware whether the Company’s ships are allowed to take out 
any Turkey opium from England?—They are not; they are prohibited by 
a regulation of the Company. 

739. Are the Bengal ships allowed to take out any opium ?—I do not 
know. 
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74 0. Are you not aware that many officers in the India service have, taken 
opium from Europe to China, and have been obliged to send it circuitously 
instead of taking it in the Company’s ships?—4 have been told that the 
Company’s officers have speculated in opium on their own account by 
having it sent on from India to China. 

741. Do you know upon what principle the Chinese government prohibit 
opium?—Upon a moral principle. 

742. In the statement you have delivered in, there is an account of 2,920 
tales value of woollen remaining of the season of 18.26-7* whilst the inipoits 
from Europe in that year of woollens amount to 1 , 279,000 tales; can you 
state whether that is about the usual quantity of stock remaining in the 
Company’s stores at Canton ?—'The Company have very rarely any goods 
remaining on hand. It has occurred once or twice, when the importation 
has been larger than the market would take off; but they generally get rid 
of all goods as they are imported. 

743 . Have they any portion of their cotton, or iron, or lead which they 
export remaining in store ?—No. When I say no, I speak generally ; goods 
occasionally remaining over to a trifling extent. 

744. Generally speaking then, the Company are able to dispose of their 
importations into China in the course of the season ?—Certainly. 

745 . Are the Committee to understand that the amount on private account 
in this return of goods imported into China includes the country trade, the 
qmount imported by officers of Company’s ships, and all other British sub¬ 
jects ?—I believe it does. 

746 . In the statement of the exports, it appears that the value of goods 
exported on account of the Company, with their charges, amounted to 
8 , 765,000 dollars, consisting entirely of teas; will you inform the Com¬ 
mittee whether the Company trade in any other article, as an expoit, except 

teas?_Not now; their investment is confined entirely to teas. They used 

to deal in raw*silk and nankeens, but they have not lately. 

747* Are you aware why the trade in raw-silk and nankeens was discon¬ 
tinued ?—The Company left those trades very much to their commanders and 
officers. 

748. Were there any other articles, since you have been at Canton, 
besides silk and nankeens, in which the Company dealt ?—None to my 
recollection, except tea. 

749 . Are you aware to what place the silk and nankeens are now prin¬ 
cipally exported from Canton ?—I believe the manufactured silks exported 
from Canton go principally to America ; and the raw-silk comes a great deal 
of it to this country, and very little of it to America. 

750. Are you aware that of late years a large quantity of raw-siik has 

been sent to Sincapore ?—-I know consignments have been made of raw-silk 
to Sincapore ; I cannot state to what extent. ^ ^ 
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751. Is any tea consigned to Sincapore?—No tea can leave China except 
under license of the East-India Company, which I have stated is frequently 
given to country ships to export to ports in Asia, for consumption in those 
places. 

752. Has any license been granted to Sincapore ?—Sincapore must have 
been included among other places. The license is, of course, to a limited 
amount, according to what appears to be the consumption in those places. 

753. Is there any means of ascertaining the extent to which such licences 
have been granted by the factory at Canton to those several places ?—-A list 
of licenses which have been granted has been kept. 

754. It appears that the imports on account of the Company were 
4,500,000, and that the exports were 7»S00,000 dollars ; how is the differ¬ 
ence in value made up ?—The Committee in China draw upon the Bengal 
treasury for the amount of the balance of the trade. 

755. How does the operation take place, and how is the exchange made ? 
—The Company regulate that exchange generally according to the value of 
Sycee silver, which is Chinese bullion, and of dollars in the Chinese market, 
in order to ascertain at what rate they can secure the money being paid into 
their treasury for bills. The standard of Sycee silver and of dollars differs 
considerably. The value of Sycee silver is parts of pure silver ; the 
standard value of dollars is computed at 891; and notwithstanding that 
difference, the premium which the Chinese Sycee silver beats over the 
dollar is not generally above three per cent.; so that, generally speaking, 
the Chinese give five per cent, premium for coined over uncoined bullion, 
the preference being given to coined bullion from a knowledge of the accu¬ 
racy of its standard. With reference to the rate at which the Sycee silver 
is in the Chinese market compared with dollars, the Company regulate 
their exchange upon Bengal. The treasury at Canton is generally opened 
under very favourable circumstances, inasmuch as oflate years the Company 
have granted bills at 202, 203, and 204 sicca rupees for 100 dollars; those 
bills are drawn upon the Bengal government, in most seasons, to the amount 
of about 3,000,000 of dollars. 

756. What is it that makes the remittance so favourable to Bengal on the 
part of the Company ?—The Canton treasury forms, to a certain extent, a 
remittance for the proceeds of the sales of Indian productions of opium and 
of cotton. 

757. Are the Committee to understand that a larger portion of the invest- * 
tnent of teas for England is provided by bills drawn by the factory at 
Canton on the Bengal presidency ?—A portion of it is. I may say that the 
Company's home investment is entirely provided by the sale in China of 
English manufactures and productions of our Indian possessions. It is the 
proceeds of those possessions seeking a return to India that enables us to 
get money upon favourable terms. 
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758. But those proceeds are supplied by private trade, not by any treble 
which the Company lias between India and China ?—They result from private 
trade between India and China, as well as imports from India on the Com¬ 
pany’s account. 

759- Will you state if you can at what intrinsic value the Spanish dollar 
received in Canton for bills on Bengal may be valued in English money ?-~ 
It varies; dollars are more or less valuable in the market, according to the 
quantity of them ; I have known the exchange above 65. and below 4s. 

760. In the statement that you have delivered in, it is stated that the 
Factory received for bills on the Honourable Court of Directors 78,200 
dollars; do you know what was the exchange in that year ?—I do not re¬ 
member at what rate that specific sum was drawn ; I should think it must 
have been ,4& 3d. in that year; but of late years the treasury at Canton has 
not been open for bills on the Court of Directors. 

761. There is an item described as certificates 447,143 dollars received 
into the treasury at Canton; will you state what certificates are ?—Bills 
which are granted by the Committee in Canton to commanders and officers 
in their service, to alford them the means of remittance for the profits upon 
their investments ; they differ so far from bills, that the rate at which they 
are drawn remains to be adjusted by the Court in England. 

762. There appears in the exports from Canton Sycee silver and Peruvian 
silver 6,094,000 tales; is that exported by private merchants or by the Com¬ 
pany ?—-The Company have occasionally sent dollars to Bengal; they do not 
export Sycee silver. 

768. Under what privilege is that silver exported ?—The Chinese laws 
prohibit the exportation of any metals. Dollars are allowed to be exported 
from China, but not bullion; but it has always been exported to a large 
amount. 

764. Is any certificate obtained from the custom-house to permit the ex¬ 
portation of bullion from Canton?—Of dollars, not of Sycee silver. 

76.5. Then all Sycee silver exported must be contraband ?—Its exporta¬ 
tion is prohibited by law. 

766. Has the Company ever exported any dollars or Sycee silver since 
you were at Canton ?—Dollars they have. 

767. To what places have they exported them ?—To Bengal. 

768. Are you able to state what quantity they have exported?—I re¬ 
member one season to the amount of half a million sterling. 

769. Was that export of silver a surplus of money after providing for their 
investment, or was it silver obtained for bills granted in Bengal ?—-It arose 
in that season from the imports having sold at a much better profit than was 
expected, and the treasury containing more money than was required for the 
provision of the home investment, it being contemplated by the Select 
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MINISfy, 



SELECT COMMITTEE op the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 101 

Committee that the supply would be very seasonable to the Bengal govern¬ 
ment at the time the dollars were sent. 

770. In what year was that ?—It must have been in 1817, I think. 

771. You stated on a former day, that the competition on the part of the 
English merchants, if the trade was opened, would raise the price of teas. Is 
not tea almost the only article which has been kept at a fixed or nearly fixed 
rate in China since you have been at Canton ?—I have mentioned variations 
which have taken place in the price of tea during my recollection. 

772 Are you aware that cassia, silk, camphor, and generally the exports 
of China have been reduced in price, whilst tea has remained nearly 
stationary ?—No; I do not know the fact that all exports of China have been 
reduced in price. 

773. Did not the competition of the Americans raise the price of some 
peculiar sorts of tea ?—With respect to the green teas, it has always had that 
tendency. 

774. Are they much higher now than they were ?—They are higher than 
they were, and we find greater difficulty in obtaining them. 

775. Do you know the proportion in which they have risen ?—I cannot 
state that from recollection. 

776. Is it not in the power of the Americans, or any other country, if they 
give a higher price than the Company, to obtain tea ?—1 should think it was. 

777. Can you state whether green tea is used by the natives in China, or 
whether it is not principally an article of export ?—I have been told that it 
was principally for the foreign market, but I believe it is also used in the 
country. 

778. Have you any reason to doubt the capability of its increase to any 
amount to which the demand might arise ?—I have already stated, that of 
late years there has been more demand for it than the supply would meet, 
from which I should be led to doubt the capability of its increase. 

779. Has not that arisen from the great demand which America has had 
for green tea, they being the principal customers ?—That has entered into 
the causes of it. 

780. Are you aware what increase has taken place in the exports of green 
tea, including the supply to America as well as to the Company during the 
seventeen years you have been at Canton ?—I cannot state it from recol¬ 
lection. 

781. Are you not aware that it has been considerably increased ?—I 
believe the export of all teas has considerably increased, and the export of 
green has increased in common with the others: the Company’s exports of 
teas from China have within rny recollection increased considerably. 

782. Are you able to state whether the Americans purchase the greater 
part of their teas from the outside merchants or from the Hong merchants ?— 

I believe 
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1 believe the best part of the American business, that is, the most respectable 
part, is conducted with the Hong merchants. 

783. Is it not notorious that the outside merchants supply a very large 
proportion of the American trade ?—I do not know what proportion. I have 
stated that the outside dealers frequently make shipments through the hongs 
of the junior merchants to very considerable extent; I have no means of 
ascertaining what that extent is. 

784. You were understood to state that by the firmness and conduct of the 
Select Committee, they have been able to resist impositions on the part of 
the Hong merchants?—Innovations on our privileges by the government, 
and attempts to raise the prices of teas by the merchants. We cannot afford 
any innovation on our privileges, for they are limited enough j but those 
attempts that have been made to raise the prices of teas by combinations 
among the merchants, have been put down by the Company. 

785. If the Company had no longer a factory there, but the British inte¬ 
rests were represented by a consul, what, in your opinion, would be the effect 
of an union of all the European consuls at Canton, in case of any attempt at 
imposition on the part of the Hong merchants?—I conceive that the interests 
of different European merchants resident in China would be so likely to be at 
variance, that it would be very difficult to reckon upon the possibility of such 
an union. But supposing such an improbable result to take place, I conceive 
the Company’s authority would derive very little acquisition of power or 
influence from such an association. 

786. You have stated that the influence of the Company depends upon 
their being the largest dealers at Canton ?—I have stated that as one cause 
of the power and influence of the East-India Company. 

787. Are you not aware that the influence of any nation, or of any indivi¬ 
dual in a series of years in a commercial port, must depend upon the extent 
to which they carry on their trade; and if, under the protection of a British 
consul, the British trade was increased by being thrown open, is it not 
probable that the influence of that consul and of that nation would continue 
as great as that of the Company ?—No; 1 do not believe that the Chinese 
government would consent to receive a King’s consul: I mean, to acknow¬ 
ledge him as the representative of the sovereign of this country, or to receive 
him in the character which we attach to him. Even on occasion of an 
embassy, the name given by the Chinese to an ambassador is that of a tribute 
bearer, a man who brings presents from an inferior Prince to lay them at the 
feet of their Celestial Emperor. I believe if the Company’s chief were vested 
with the power of a consul to-morrow, that his condition in the estimation of 
the Chinese would not be altered. In cases where our men-of-war have been 
in China, or any King’s officers, the Chinese have shown every indisposition 
to acknowledge them. 1 do not believe that the Chinese would be brought 
to acknowledge a King’s representative under the impression which we have 
of such a representative. 

788. Was 
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788. Was not Lord Amherst the representative of the King, and not of 
the Company ?—He was the King’s ambassador. 

789. Was not he received as such ?—I repeat, that the Chinese have no 
name for an ambassador ; they consider him as a mere bearer of presents— 
tribute as they call it. A person personating his Sovereign, in the capacity 
of a negociator, is one that their law's do not consent to recognize. In an 
interview of an ambassador with Chinese authorities, they ask him how old 
his king is, and how old he himself is, or how many children he has. If 
important business is alluded to, they start as if a hidden snare was laid 
open, and are silent. They are ever ready to bring in aid of their views 
the most unfounded falsehoods ; and with these the more venial equivoca¬ 
tions of European policy are but little able to contend. 

790. Was not Lord Macartney received, and had he not an audience of 
the Emperor, as the representative of the King of England ?—He was 
received, but not in the character which we attach to a King’s repre¬ 
sentative. 

791. Hoes not that arise from their not conceiving that any foreign power 
is on an equality with the Emperor ?—In some measure, from presumption 
of that kind. They consider China the centre of civilization, and their 
.Emperor the sovereign of the universe. 

792. Are you able to state whether they consider their government more 
on an equality with the King’s representative than the Company’s repre¬ 
sentative 'They know the King’s representative to be a man of high rank. 
I stated, with reference to a King’s consul at Canton, that I do not believe 
the Chinese would recognize such a person, attaching to him the same 
character that we do. 

793. Do you conceive they ever would have received a deputation from 
the Company as they received a deputation from the King of England at 
Pekin ?•—No, 1 do not, although we have little to boast of the reception 
given to either of our embassies. In reply to this question T may state, 
that the members of the Select Committee were requested to proceed to 
Pekin, I think in the year 1789, to be present at the celebration of the 
Emperor’s birth-day. They declined proceeding there, it being understood 
that they would be required to submit to very humiliating compliances. 
Had they gone, I believe they would have been treated very much as other 
deputed persons have been. 

794. Then why should not the representative of the King of England, as 
a consul at Canton, if he has a superintendence and control of the same 
extent of trade, be equally respected with any representative of the Com¬ 
pany?-—I think the conduct of the trade gives the Company’s representative 
an advantage, as well as that the Chinese have been accustomed to noother. 
There is at this moment a King’s consul in China, having a diploma from 
the King of Hanover. I believe his existence,, as a public functionary,, is 
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as little known among the Chinese as in this country. When a British 
admiral was* in China the Chinese would not receive him. The Committee 
said, here is the King’s authority, appeal to him ; they said, we know no 
such authority ; we recognize none other but that of the Company to which 
we have been accustomed, and all transactions with them must be through 
their representative. 

795. The Committee understood from you that the Chinese government 
are very unwilling to trade with any country; that they are, in a great 
measure, independent of foreign trade ?—I stated that I believed that China, 
more perhaps than any country in the world, was independent of foreign 
commerce, inasmuch as it possessed nearly every variety of climate, and 
had the necessaries and luxuries of life supplied by successful agriculture 
and extensive inland commerce. I did not say that the Chinese were averse 
to trade; I believe any aversion to foreigners to have its basis in political 
jealousy. 

796. Will you have the goodness to state in what manner the Company 
were able, in 1814, when they stopped the trade with China, to succeed 
in carrying their point, and in resisting the demands made upon them at 
that time ?—By perseverance, I believe. 

797* That is to say, by stopping the trade ?•—By stopping the trade, in 
the first instance, and by firmness and decision until their objects were 
obtained. 

798. Did they not stop the whole British trade ?—Yes, they did. 

799* Were they able to stop the trade of any other Europeans ?—Any 
other Europeans were not involved in the question, and the Company never 
thought of attempting it. 

800. What, in your estimation, was the inducement to that concession 
on the part of the Chinese?—I should say, a knowledge as well of the 
power and influence of the East-India Company, as well as a great reluc¬ 
tance on the part of the Chinese generally, that they should be deprived of 
the advantages of their trade. I am not aware that I stated that the 
Chinese were independent of foreign trade; I stated that they attached a 
very considerable value to it. 

801. Are you able, from any documents you have ever seen, to ascertain 
the amount of the duties which the foreign trade of Canton produces to the 
government ?—I have already stated that I had heard it estimated that the 
Imperial duties sent to Pekin were 2,000,000 of dollars. I have also heard 
it called 2,000,000 of tales. 

802. Who were the parties at variance in that dispute between the Ifong 
merchants and the officers of the Company ?—The dissension was between 
the Chinesegov ernment and the representatives of the Company. 

808. Was not the local government at Canton backed by the Imperial 
government at Pekin ?—It was. 

804. Then 
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804. Then are the Committee to understand, that the stand made on the 
part of the Company, by the stoppage of the trade, was sufficient to induce 
the Imperial government to give up the resistance they had made to the 
demands of the Company ?—The resistance made by the Company at that 
time produced the result which I have stated; but no demands were made 
by the Company from the Imperial government of Pekin. 

805. Do not you imagine that the stoppage of the trade caused great 
inconvenience to the merchants, and that it was their influence which in¬ 
duced the government to yield ?—I believe it produced great inconvenience 
to all classes Connected with foreign trade; great personal inconvenience 
to the merchants themselves, and, of course, to all natives in any way con¬ 
nected with the trade. 

806. You stated, that there hacl been an edict issued by the Imperial 
governmebt, which the Company’s officers resisted; was there any edict of 
revocation ?-—I cannot state whether there was an edict of revocation, or 
whether it became a dead letter. 

807. How long did the suspension of the trade continue?—About two 
months. 

808. Was there any other reason assigned for withdrawing the order of 
prohibition than the inconvenience arising from the Stoppage of the trade ? 
—I dare say there were many reasons assigned for it.j T only know what 
reasons I assigned myself. 

809. Are you aware whether the Viceroy of Canton has any interest or 
participation in the profits arising from the commerce at Canton ?—I should 
think he had. 

810. If the prices of woollens and of the different articles of import into 
Canton were reduced, would not the trade of* Canton be thereby consider¬ 
ably increased ?—That is too general a question for me to answer, 

811. In those years when woollens have been cheaper than ordinary, have 
you sold more of them or not ?—The Company’s supply of woollens has 
been regulated with reference to the supposed demand; taking one year with 
another. 

812. Have you known the price of woollens considerably lowered by the 
imports of Americans or other foreigners?—I have known the importation 
of Dutch camlets to interfere with the sale of British, 

813. Have the prices in China been lowered in proportion to the lowering 
of the prices in this country ?—The sale prices of the Company’s woollens 
in China have very materially decreased within my recollection. 

814. In fixing the price there, do you fix any per-centage of profit upon 
the English prices?'—We are regulated by the demand of the Chinese 
market without much reference to the cost value. 

O 815. Are 
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815. Are you aware that the quantity of w oollens imported by the Com¬ 
pany decreased from the years 1809 and 1810, when they were 262,000 
pieces, to 123,000 in 1827 and 1828?—I believe the statements laid by the 
Company before Parliament on this subject to be correct. 

816. Have you any means of knowing whether the imports by the Ame¬ 
ricans and other nations in the same time have increased much more than 
this decrease ?•—I am not prepared to draw a comparison. 

817- Is it within your knowledge that the Company have admitted indi¬ 
vidual merchants in London to fill up any vacant tonnage in their ships upon 
their application for the export of woollens to China ?—I have been told that 
they have done so. 

818. Can you state at what rate per ton ?—I cannot. * 

819. Were the goods so exported confined to the Company’s Factory at 
China, or were they at the full disposal of the merchants that sent them 
there ?—My recollection is, that they were not confined to the Factory. 

820. Were they a free consignment to any house established at Canton ?— 
I believe so. 

821. What could they receive in return for those goods ?—-I do not know. 

822. Are you certain that the Company have permitted persons to send 
out manufactures from England, leaving them the disposal of the consign¬ 
ment at China, j and not confining them to the Company’s Factory ?—That 
is my impress on j but I am not certain of the fact. I believe goods 
belonging to private merchants have also been sent opt in the privilege ton¬ 
nage of officers. 

823. Are you aware whether the Company’s servants have ever made any 
representation to the Hong merchants on the subject of the American deal¬ 
ings with them; that is, on the increase of dealings with the outside 
merchants?—There were some discussions which took place in the year 
before last, in which the Company were engaged, which had reference to the 
question. 

824. What was the nature of that correspondence on the part of the 
Company with the Hong merchants ?—The greater part of the proceedings 
on that occasion has been published ; it was not a correspondence which was 
confined to the Hong merchants, but extended to the government. Though 
a member of the Select Committee, I was absent, from China at the Indian 
presidencies when the discussion took place, and I differed in opinion with 
the Select Committee as to the expediency of several of the measures 
adopted. 

825. Have you seen the documents ?—I have. 

826. Can you state the nature of it?—The discussions with which the 
Committee were connected originated in the bankruptcy of the Hong mer¬ 
chant Manhop. At the period of his bankruptcy it appeared that his insol¬ 
vency 
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vency was very much owing to his connexion with the outside dealers ; and 
the Hong merchants generally, as a body, were very anxious that the extent 
of that dealing should be limited, inasmuch as they had sustained very serious 
losses from being held responsible for the bankruptcy of junior merchants, 
The Americans being connected with some of the outside dealers in question, 
were desirous to support them, and anxious that the Hong merchants should 
nowise interfere with them. The American merchants had, by the temptation 
of higher prices, succeeded in some previous seasons in diverting from the 
Company’s investment a portion of the teas which were contracted for by the 
Hong merchants; and it was with the view to prevent the recurrence of that, 
that the Committee gave every encouragement in their power to the Hong 
merchants, to prevent as much as possible the connexion of the outside dealers 
with the juniors of the Hong. 

827. Are the Committee to understand that the Hong merchants of their 
own accord were willing to deal with the Americans, and had dealt with the 
Americans; but that the Company’s servants interfered to prevent it?—No ; 

I did not state that. 

828.. Did not the Company’s servants interfere to prevent the Hong mer- 
chants dealing with the Americans ?—No, not the Hong merchants. 

829. You have stated that the Select Committee were vested by law with 
power to exercise a control over all British subjects at Canton. Do you 
apprehend that there would be any danger to the British interests at Canton 
if English free traders were permitted to export teas from hence to the Con¬ 
tinent of Europe, supposing that the ships’ crews and supercargoes were, 
whilst in China, subject to the control of the Select Committee, in the same 
way as all British subjects resorting to Canton now are?—I have stated gene¬ 
rally, that I conceive any great extension of the private trade in Canton would 
have a tendency to endanger its security, inasmuch as there would be a greater 
resort of British subjects there, and they would be more likely to come into 
collision with the Chinese. 

830. Do you apprehend there wouid be any danger to the British interests 
at Canton if English subjects were permitted to trade between the United 
Kingdom and China in every thing but tea, supposing the tea monopoly to 
continue as it now is, in the hands of the East-India Company ?•—I think 
I have already answered this question. I conceive also there would be a 
considerable temptation to smuggle tea into this country. 

831. Supposing that, in addition to the powers now vested in the Select 
Committee at Canton by law, they were accredited from the Crown, and 
acted solely as a consulate, without having any concern in trade either for 
themselves or others, but exercising a full control overall British ships and 
subjects resorting to Canton, would there be any danger, under such circum¬ 
stances, in throwing the trade entirely open ?—I do not think they could 
possess, under such circumstances, the power they do at present, inasmuch 
as the control of the commerce adds materially to their influence. 

0 2 * 832. Do 
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832. Do you think that the Americans, upon tbewhole, purchase their tea 
less cheaply or more cheaply than the Company ?—The Company, I think, 
purchase their tea on more advantageous terms. I conceive that impression 
to exist upon the minds of the Americans themselves, inasmuch as I have 
frequently seen the word s< Company” printed, which is not the habit with 
the Company’s investments, upon tea-chests consigned on board American 
vessels, I was informed that the name “ Company” attached a quality to 
those teas among the Americans, which would not belong to them if that 
mark was not upon the chest. This left an impression upon my mind, that 
even in America the belief was that the Company got better teas than any 
Other purchasers. 

833. Are you aware of a proclamation issued on July the 2d, 1828, per¬ 
mitting an intercourse between the Americans and the outside merchants in 
certain articles, although excluding them in others ?—The outside merchants 
were always permitted to deal in certain articles, china-ware and all retail 
goods. They used to trade at the same time in manufactured silks; but that 
was by a connivance of the law. Within the last two years they have received 
permission to deal ip manufactured silks as well as in other articles. 

834,. Do you recollect the issuing of the proclamation referred to?—I have 
read the proclamation. 

835. Was that subsequent to the discussion that took place between the 
supercargoes and the Hong merchants ?—-It was subsequent to the discussions 
to which I have alluded. 

836. Was it about that period ?—It was in consequence of the discussions 
that had taken place. 

837. Can you state whether teas may not be frequently procured at Manilla 
and many of the eastern islands as cheap as in China, and with the same 
facility ?—I have never understood so to any amount, 

838. It appears in the Report of the Committee which sat in the year 1813, 
that Mr. James Drummond, now Lord Strathallan, who was the chief of the 
Company’s Factory, gave bis opinion that they certainly could be, procured 
as cheap, and frequently cheaper; do you concur in that opinion ?• I believe 
it could not be procured at those places in any quantity and of good quality. 
As far as Manilla is concerned, the Spaniards have shown little disposition to 
encourage the resort of British subjects to that place. 

8SQ. If the English trade were to become a free trade, and no longer in 
the hands of the Company, would not that, in your opinion, break up the 
Hong and cause a different constitution of the Chinese trade ?—l conceive it 
would lead to results upon which no person could speculate, from the very 
peculiar character of the Chinese. I should be sorry to say that the English 
power could not compel the Chinese to-come to any terms they chose to 
dictate, but the result of that, I think, would be an interruption of the ami¬ 
cable relations that now subsist. Admitting that such an open trade could 
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hft nniPtlv conducted, the Hong merchants might possess an almost mihmited 
were they to form a close combination against individual 
traders,°and received, at the same time, the support of their government. 

As those relations are merely relations of trade, are you not. or 
opinion that the trade would find its own relations, after “ f ^ n * 

fusion that might perhaps result from the change?— I conceive it is veiy 
difficult to apply general principles to the Chinese, or the conduct o . e 

government. * , 

o 4 i Sudd os in o' the trade to continue a monopoly trade for the consump¬ 
tion of teas m England, and that English ships and English merchants were 
permitted to carry on an indirect China trade, that is to say, a trade between 
E and other part, of the world, would that, in 

in anv wav the authority of the Company’s Factory inChma?—! have stated. 

increase of the resort of British subjects to Ctuna would 

more or less affect the security of the trade- 

842. Is not the resort of British subjects to China always necessarily con- 
fined to a very small spot ?—-it is. 

843. Are you of opinion that, even if the commercial intercourse was 
increased, that could affect the peace of the country out of tl »e ™ch °^ 0 § 

small district to which it is confined ?—I do not thl ® k f tl ^ i ^ ne u L C ts 
increase the limits in proportion to the increased resort of Batish subjects. 

844. As the amount of trade would probably not be augmented, but. the 
only difference would be that British subjects would carry on a potion of 
that trade which is now carried on by the Amencans and others, could that 
lithVr requhe a larger extent of ground upon which to carry it on or could 
S in anfway involve the Company’s Factory in any increased risk or 
danger " J —It would be in proportion to the increased extent of such a trade, 
the probable involvement in difficulties with the Chinese would be regulated 

by that , 

S45. Suppose twenty British ships should be substituted 
trade which twenty American ships now do with the continent of Europe, 
and that the Company should remain as they 
of the English market, would any danger arise from 
—I believe that twenty American ships are not now employed .... 

846. Suppose that substitution to take place, whatever the 

be?_[t. depends very materially upon the number; 1 think t o 

would be in proportion to the increase. 

84.7. Supposing a like number of British ships to 
which have carried on the carrying trade of Europe, would there boy 
danger in that case?-I think there is a difference on this account, that the 
crews of English ships come more readily into collision with the Chinese 
than the crews of the American ships ; there is a more prudent ant*wary 
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character belonging to the American, when compared with the careless and 
reckless spirit of English sailors ; in that case, I think danger might result if 
those men were in ships which were not under any well-regulated discipline 
and control. The superiority of the ships of the Company in point of disci¬ 
pline and arrangement is generally manifest; in proof of their superior 
efficiency I may mention, that since I have been acquainted with China, 
indeed for the last twenty-four years, there has not been one single instance 
of a homeward-bound China ship being either lost or captured. During this 
period between 400 and 500 of these fine merchantmen, the most perfect ever 
known in the commercial history of the world, must have navigated between 
China and Great Britain, a part of the distance of 14,000 or 15,000 miles, 
being through seas of difficult and dangerous navigation. This may, I think, 
be received as a proof of the efficiency of the China ships of the Company, 
as well as of the skill of the officers by whom they are commanded; many 
other advantages might be stated which they possess. 

848. Has any inconvenience resulted from the increased number of 
country ships trading to China?—There has been no proportionately in¬ 
creased resort of Europeans to what would take place in the event of an 
open trade, inasmuch as the crews of the country ships are composed of 
Lascars; but I have known some violent acts take place in China from 
persons connected with country ships. 1 may mention one which occurred 
three years ago amongst the ships at Lintin. The captains of some of those 
ships, which were American and country ships, saw a Chinese boat captured 
by one of the custom-house boats, which were there upon duty. They 
imagined that the Chinese boat contained one of their own people, and they 
immediately went to his rescue. Upon going alongside the Chinese war 
vessel they were warned off; and upon insisting upon going on board, stones 
were thrown at them by the crew of the Chinese vessel. The Lascars in 
the boat were ordered to fire upon the Chinese boat, and upon that occasion 
one Chinese was killed and ten wounded, one of whom afterwards died. 
The Chinese government considered that it was the act of pirates, and indeed 
it very much deserved that character. A stoppage of the trade might have 
taken place, but the Chinese were at that moment in no temper to enter into 
discussions. It was discovered afterwards that no person belonging to these 
ships had been seized by the Chinese war vessel. I conceive this was con¬ 
duct which the Company’s representatives in China, if appealed to by the 
Chinese, must have considered indefensible. 

849. In what year was this ?—In 1827. 

850. Have you ever known any such act committed by British subjects in 
China ?—This act w as committed by British subjects. I lihve known affrays 
of sailors with the Chinese. 

851. Can you recollect any instance of any boat’s crew of an Indiaman 
trader acting* in the way in which you have stated the crew of that vessel 
did ?—No, I do not remember any instance that I can compare with it. 

352. Are 
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852. Are not there sometimes British sailors on board the.country ships? 23 Feb. 1830. 

—Very few. —— 

853. Were you at Canton at the time when Sir Murray Maxwell forced 
his way up the river ?—I was. 

854. Did not he fire into the fort ?—He did, and the walls of the fort 
were in part blown down. 

855. What was the result of that?—Sir Murray Maxwell, upon arriving 
in the Canton river, was molested by the Chinese war vessels. He appealed 
to the Viceroy of Canton. No attention was paid to his appeal, and he 
determined upon moving up the river. Upon his being fired at by the forts, 
he laid his ship to, and fired several broadsides into them, when he proceeded 
up the river and anchored in the harbour of Canton. A Chinese deputation 
came the next day from the Viceroy to congratulate the Committee upon 
the manner in which Captain Maxwell had conducted himself. We were 
hardly prepared for such a result, but upon asking an explanation, they 
stated that though he had been fired upon by the fort, he had not fired a 
single gun in return, and that in consequence he might be permitted to 
come up the river. In point of fact, it was more than the Viceroy’s situation 
or perhaps life was worth, to admit the possibility of an English frigate 
forcing the port. 

856. Did not they allow a vessel commanded by Captain Hall to come 
up immediately afterwards ?~—Captain Hall was in company with Captain 
M axwell, and came up either at the same time or soon afterwards. 

857- Was not it the fact that the Lyra, in which Captain Hall was, was 
not stopped as the Alceste had been ?—To the best of my recollection she 
was not molested, at least to no great extent. 

858. Do not some of the Americans keep some fast-sailing vessels for the 
purpose of forcing a contraband trade on the coast of China?—Not that I 
was aware of. During the period of the American war the American 
vessels that came to China were very sharp built, partly acting as privateers, 
and partly to enable them to escape from our men-of-war. I should say that 
the Americans have lately altered the construction of their vessels, they now 
build squarer ships. 

859. Are you aware of any fast vessels being kept there for the purpose 
of smuggling upon the coast ?— I have never known that they were built for 
that purpose. I have known American schooners engaged in the trade, and 
these were fast wjss^s. 

860. Aie not the smugglers of China a very powerful body; do not they 
move in considerable fleets upon the shore ?—Not in fleets; their boats are 
very well manned and armed. 

861. Do not they set the government at defiance ?—Entirely, I should say, 
where they have sea room. 


862. Do 
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862. Do you suppose that the government .is capable of keeping them 
under ?—'They possess no marine force capable, in my opinion, of suppressing 
them. 

863. Is the force of the smugglers upon the increase or upon the decrease ? 
—The smuggling trade of China is materially upon the increase. 

864. In what way do the Portuguese at Macao buy and sell with the 
Chinese?—The Portuguese trade at Macao is very limited. Following 
gradually the decline of the power and resources of the mother country, 
they have dwindled into insignificance. The Portuguese have frequently 
applied for the privileges of trade at Canton, which have always been refused 
them. They are obliged to have their teas brought from Canton, but they 
are not allowed to reside there ; they are confined to Macao, which at one 
time was a very important settlement, but now exhibits only the ruins of 
former prosperity. 

865. During the time when the commerce of Portugal to M acao was con¬ 
siderable, did the Chinese go down to Macao to buy their articles and sell 
others, or how was the trade carried on?—It was variously carried on. At 
one time by a coalition between Chinese and Portuguese merchants, which 
lasted but a very short period, as the Chinese were found to be very much 
their superiors in industry, as well as in the arts of deception. I hey were 
afterwards compelled to purchase from the Hong merchants, and in trifling 
articles from the outside merchants. 

866. Has any trade arisen with the Brazils?—Not to any extent, that I 
am aware of. 

867. Is there any considerable coasting trade carried on by the Chinese 
themselves ?—-There is, I believe, I do not know to what extent. 

868. Do you know whether any vessels sail from their ports to the islands 
of the Eastern Archipelago?—Yes, they do; few' proceed from Canton, 
from the circumstance, I conclude, that the produce of the islands of the 
Archipelago is brought there in foreign ships. I he principal trade of these 
junks is from the province of Fokien, the province where the black tea is 
grown. 

869. Of what size are the vessels?—I have heard the largest estimated 
at 600 tons. They are by no means sea-worthy. 

870. Are you aware that they import tea into Sincapore P- 1 I nave seen 
statements of it, but I have no personal acquaintance with it. 

871. Have you ever heard of the American vessels smuggling it directly 
from the tea provinces?—Never. 

872. Are you aware that the Chinese Vessels now go to Bengal'. 2 —No, 1 
am not aware of that. 

873. Do those vessels that leave China for the purposes of foreign 
trade require any license, or is the trade contraband ?—-The principle of 
the Chinese government has always been to prevent the emigration of its 

subjects 
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subjects, and to discourage their engaging in foreign commerce. No insur¬ 
mountable impediments are placed in the way of the Chinese foreign trade, 
though it has been disclaimed by the government, as being an improper 
trade for its subjects to engage in. 

874. Are the Chinese permitted to leave China by law ?--.They are not 
by law. 

875. Is not a considerable portion of the population of Sincapore, 
Chinese?—It is; nearly all the islands of the Eastern Archipelago are inha¬ 
bited by Chinese, who form the most industrious portion of the population. 

876. Have you ever been in the interior of the country ?—I have not, 
to any great distance. 

877. When the Chinese go to reside in foreign countries, are they 
allowed to export their wives?—No. The Chinese who go to foreign 
countries seem never to go there with a view to fixed residence. They are 
remarkable for their nationality, and as soon as they collect a competence 
they return. They are prohibited from emigrating from China, and that 
prohibition of course extends to their wives, which is an additional assignable 
reason for their not becoming fixed colonists. 

878. Are not woollens worn by the natives at Canton during the winter 
months ?—They are. 

879. Are not the cold months at Canton February and March?—-The 
cold season is from November to April. 

880. Is not the climate at that period much colder at Canton than it is at 
Calcutta?—It is; the two climates are distinctly different, though nearly on 
the same parallel of latitude. 

881. Is there much intercourse between the Chinese and Japan?— 
There is some intercourse between the Chinese and Japan, but to a 
limited extent; the Chinese are looked upon at Japan with the same 
distrust as other foreigners, perhaps more so, from the proximity of their 
empire to Japan. 

882. What difficulties exist with respect to any trade with Cochin China 
and Siam ?—The extreme jealousy of the governments, and the kings of 
these countries- putting themselves forward as the first merchants in their 
dominions, requiring the right of pre-emption of all commodities, and 
attaching their own prices to them. We have endeavoured to propitiate 
their favour by unsuccessful missions, which have tended to injure our trade 
rather than promote its interests. That description of wretched truckling 
to the despots of these ultra-gangetic nations and persons, in the capacity of 
British representatives, walking about without shoes among white elephants 
and monkies, has only tended to degrade our national character without ob¬ 
taining for us any commercial advantages. 

883. Supposing the European trade were excluded from China, would it 
not resort to the islands in the Eastern Archipelago ?—I think that great 
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ftb 1830 difficulties would arise in the way of its resort there, from the cumbrous and 
unwieldy nature of the Chinese vessels, and the insecurity which is supposed 
C. Marjoribanks, to attach to property embarked in them ; from the difficulties whie i 

Esq. be placed in the way by the Chinese government of the export of tea to any 

great quantity from China. They have prevented the export ot tea m native 

vessels by sea to Canton. 

884. Are the transactions of the smuggling trade carried on with as muc i 
fidelity and regularity on the part of the Chinese as the transactions of the 
regular trade?—With wonderful regularity, considering the nature of the 
trade ; certainly not with the same regularity as those of the lega trad e. 

885. Are you acquainted with the transactions in Sycee ? /es, I am. 

886. Are those carried on with regularity ?—With extreme regularity. 

887. Is not that a trade in which, if there was not regularity, there would 
be exposure to fraud?—It is from its nature very open to fraud; at the same 
time, the employment of the persons that deal m Sycee depends entirely 
upon their preserving their character* 

888. And the result is, that those transactions are very regular ?—Won¬ 
derfully so. 

889. Supposing the same establishment that the Company now have at 
Canton were to be continued as deputies or representatives of the .,iown, 
and to have the same control, or a greater control over every British subject 
resorting to China than they now have, could not, in that cast, a fiee 
trade be carried on without any risk or danger ?-Not with the same secu¬ 
rity that exists at present. 

890. Supposing they had the same power, why should they not act on 
behalf of the King as they now act on behalf of the Company? Their 
possessing the power of King’s consul would give them a greater control 
over British subjects, but would effect little change in their charactei in the 
estimation of the Chinese. 

891. Suppose they were vested with the power of imprisoning and sending 
away, and controlling in any way the crews of the vessels resorting to the 
portfof Canton, can you see any difficulty there would be in cany mg on 
a free trade?—I think the answers I have previously given go to show 
difficulties as likely to exist. The Select Committee P 0SS ® 3S J h ®' p ° wer ° 
deportation, as it is called, already, by a clause in the chartei of 1813. 

892. Do you think that the great trade which the Company carry on 
there gives them an authority which would not be possessed by persons 
not carrying on trade ?—Unquestionably it gives them both powei and in¬ 
893 Would not a greater degree of trade carried on by Englishmen, 

under their^uthority, give them a greater influence?-! do not know that it 

would. 89 4 is 
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894. Is the danger you apprehend from the unlimited resort of British 
merchants ?*—It is, in some measure. 
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895. You are the head of an extensive commercial establishment at 
Liverpool trading with the United States of America, and carrying on 
business upon commission for other persons engaged in that business?— 
I am. 

896. Are you very extensively engaged in it ?—Tolerably so. 

897. As extensively as any other house in Liverpool r—J presume we are. 

898. Have you been employed, either on your own account or on account 
of other persons, citizens of the United States, to ship goods, being British 
manufactures, to China from this country ?—We have. 

899. To what extent ?—Probably that question will be most correctly an¬ 
swered by a memorandum from my books. This is an exact account of the 
amount which we have from time to time shipped, the total amount is 
£744,£57. 8s. 6d. ; in November 1821, £66,751.19$. 4 d. ; in March 1822, 
£64,256. 18$. 3d. ; in March 1825, £50,834. 12$, 8d. ; in August 1824, 
£53,277. 2$. 5d .; in February 1825, £52,422. 10$. 7 d .; in September 1825, 
£76,016. 14$. 2 d .; in July 1825, £54,217. 2$. Id. ; in December, £47,505. 
19$. 3d.; in September 1826, £48,471. 7$. 11 d.-, in June 1827, £59,808. 
2$. 9d. ; in October, £65,966. 19$. 4d.; in May 1829, £55,909.4$. 3d ; in 
August, £48,818. 15$. 6d. The sums I have stated were the amount of 
invoices with charges after deducting drawbacks. Some of the ships took 
some specie, the amount of which cannot be ascertained with accuracy, but 
in the whole it cannot have exceeded £10,000; the rest was British dry 
goods, and some other small matters. 

900. Were those goods shipped for Canton, or were they shipped for 
any other place ?—They were shipped for Canton, but we generally cleared 
out for Batavia. 

901. Had you any particular reason for preferring to clear out for 
Java instead of clearing out direct for Canton ?—So long as my friends cpn- , 
sidered the business worth following, they were willing that it should be as 
little known as possible to others. 

902. Was it from a dread of exciting competition that you conceive they 
wished to clear out for Batavia instead of Canton ?—I presume it was. 

903. What proportion do you conceive that the manufactured goods, 
which you shipped upon agency for China, bears to the whole export of 
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manufactured goods iti neutral bottoms from this country to Canton ?—To 
that on American account, I should suppose might he one-half or one-third ; 
but I cannot speak with any degree of accuracy as to that point. 

904. But you know that other houses have shipped goods on American 
account from this country to Canton ?— I know they have. 

905. Have you any means of knowing whether those speculations have 
turned out profitable or otherwise to the parties ?—-Latterly they have been 
very unprofitable ; the last three or four years. 

906. Can you explain the circumstances that have led to their being so 
unprofitable ?—I think there are various causes why they have been unprofit¬ 
able. One probability is the circumstance of the East-India Company haying 
supplied Canada direct with teas, which prevented teas being smuggled into 
the Canadas from the United States ; another cause probably is, that the 
markets of Europe have been more shut against the Americans by prohibitory 
duties, and in consequence of more direct trade between those countries 
and Canton in their own bottoms. 

907. You mean the return trade from China in tea ?—Yes. Another cause, 
which I should think has probably still more bearing upon the American 
trade with India and China is, that the credit given for duties in the 
United States is long. The credit given on ships coming from China is six, 
twelve, and eighteen months, except on teas; there is upon them a credit of 
twelvemonths on the duties after they are taken out of. bond; and those 
facilities, I conceive, have furnished capital, which has produced over-trading, 
and made the trade eventually not so profitable. 

908. What was the largest import of tea from Canton to the United States 
prior to this over-trading ?—I am not able to answer that question. 

909. But you know, generally, that there was an excess of supply of tea, 
as compared with the demand in America ?—Yes, I am quite aware of that. 

910. Do you recollect in what year this excess of supply which has made 
the trade so unprofitable, first became manifest in America ?—I think it began 
to be felt four years ago. 

911. Do you mean to state to the Committee, that the losses sustained in 
this trade were upon the returns from China, rather than from the exports 
from this country?—I confine myself altogether to the returns from China. 

912; You stated that the continental duties upon tea imported from the 
United States were raised; at what period was that alteration ?—l cannot 
state exactly the period; I merely know the fact of there having been 
obstacles in the way of trade that have caused some impediment to that free 
shipment they before enjoyed. 

91S. Do you apprehend that before the East-India Company undertook to 
send teas direct from Canton to the British provinces in North America, that 
those provinces were principally supplied from the United States ?—I have 

no 
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no doubt that they were supplied to a considerable extent from the United 
States; the precise extent I cannot state. 

914. Do you believe that any supply now comes from the United States 
to the British provinces ?—I think, if any thing, it is the reverse. 

91,5. You think it is more probable that teas are introduced from Canada 
into the United States?-—I think it is very probable they are, under existing 
circumstances. 

916. What is the rate of duty upon tea in the United States ?—~It varies, 
depending upon the description of tea; but that I am not altogether able to 
answer. I am aware that it is a high duty, but I cannot state exactly what 
it is. 

917. You stated that a credit is given for the duties for as long a period 
as eighteen months in some cases, and that this credit has been the means 
of given facility to over-trading, by creating a capital in the hands of parties 
who were embarked in those speculations ?—That is my opinion. 

918. Of course, the amount of the capital so created in their hands must 
depend upon the amount of duty ?—Certainly. 

919. From the statement you read, there appears to have been a consider¬ 
able shipment of goods in the last year ?—There has been. 

920. Is the trade reviving on the part of the United States ?—I cannot 
say that it is; but it has been so long bad, that the parties embarking’ in 
those speculations have a reasonable hope and expectation that it will revive 
for their imports to the United States by the time the vessels return. 

921. What are the returns from China to the United States?—Principally 
teas and silks. I should say that the prices of teas are a little better in the 
United States, but nothing of any moment. 

932. Of course you have opportunities of communicating with captains 
and owners of vessels which you freighted, and with supercargoes that have 
traded to China; did they ever state to you any difficulties that occurred 
with respect to the sale of their goods, or the purchase of the teas, or other 
commodities in China, by the interposition of the Chinese authorities in 
Canton ?—I make it my business frequently to inquire of captains of those 
vessels the nature of the Chinese trade, and I never was aware that any 
difficulty whatever arose on the part of the constituted authorities there, but 
the reverse ; I have understood that they were very much disposed to culti¬ 
vate the trade, and to afford every reasonable facility. 

928. Do you know whether the United States have any establishment at 
Canton to protect or to facilitate their trade ?—At one time they had a consul 
there ; but I am not certain whether they have at this moment or not. 

924. Do you know whether the purchases made by the supercargoes oi 
the ships in which you are interested were made through the Hong mer¬ 
chants, or partly from the Hong merchants and partly from other merchants, 
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traders in tea?—The course of trade, I apprehend, on the arrival of a ship 
in China, is, in the first instance, to apply to the Hong, the supercargo, or 
resident, who makes the contract with the Hong, makes the best bargain he 
can with' him, and generally gives him the preference in purchasing some 
of his cargo from him ; but in every instance I have ever known ot, he has 
been at liberty to purchase from the other Hongs, or from the outside trade, 
but, generally giving the preference to the Hong to which his ship is con¬ 
signed, if his teas are as cheap as others. 

02.5. Do those supercargoes go generally to the outside dealers ?—-In the 
first instance they must apply to one of the Hong merchants to secure the 
vessel- and it is matter of arrangement or contract with him what quantity 
of teas they shall take from him. He generally shows them his samples, 
and it is arranged to the satisfaction of the parties; but I believe a large 
proportion is bought from the other Hong merchants, or from the outside 
m erch (i tits, 

926. Then there is no obligation to trade with the Hong merchant beyond 
the agreement made in the contract for securing the vessel ?—None. 

Q27 Do you know whether the price of teas purchased by the super¬ 
cargoes varied considerably at different periods ?—I have always understood 
China to be a fluctuating market. 

928. Did the supercargoes ever complain that they could not procure teas 
of the best qualities for the American trade ?—Never. 

929. Does that answer apply to every description of teas, the black as 
well as the green ?—It does. 

980. In point of fact, is not green tea the great consumption of the United 
States ?—It is. I should probably say, that inasmuch as the East-India 
Company are the largest purchasers, particularly of black teas, 1 should 
think they might have some slight advantages in the purchase of that descrip¬ 
tion of teas ; but inasmuch as the Americans are large purchasers of green 
teas, I should think the East-India Company will have no advantage there: 
but any advantage that may arise to one party or another I look upon as 
arising solely from their being either larger or more limited customers. 

931. What is the size of the America ships in which this trade has been 
carried on, so far as you have been concerned in it ?—In ships from three 
hundred to nearly five hundred tons. 

932. Have the ships a supercargo to make their purchases and dispose of 
their freight, or is that duty sometimes left to the captain ? Sometimes, 
when be is a very clever man ; but in the ships in which I have been par¬ 
ticularly interested there is a resident agent upon the spot m China. 

Q33 Do you know what the freight is from Liverpool to China, and back 
to the'United States?—The freights have fallen very much of late. I hey 
were at one time as high as £9 or £10 a ton for the measurement tonnage 



nSELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 119 

of forty cubic feet, but I apprehend they are not more than two-thirds of 
that now, probably not so much : but I beg to be understood as not stating 
exactly what they are now; I know they are very considerably less. 

934 ). You have stated, that as far as you have had means of information 
from parties engaged in this trade, there appears a very favourable disposi¬ 
tion on the part of the Chinese to cultivate a commercial intercourse with 
the United States; have you any particular reason for stating that such a 
disposition exists ?—Some' years ago there was a serious fire at Canton, when 
our friends had a good many goods burnt, and the Chinese government 
made good the loss to the citizens of the United States; I therefore infer 
that there was a good feeling towards cultivating commerce generally. 

935. Can you state to what amount the loss sustained was made good by 
the government of China ?—-I cannot; I believe it was very considerable; 
it applied to all other nations as well as the United States; the loss was made 
good to all. 

936. Has the trade ever been interrupted ?—It was partially for a short 
time, an Italian sailor in an American ship having killed a woman; but I 
know very little of the transaction. 

937* Uo you know whether the Chinese government enforce the payment 
of debts to Europeans on the part of Chinese subjects ?—So far as the Hong 
are concerned, I believe the Hong are responsible for each other; but I do 
not know how it is with the private trade, whether there is any obligation 
on the part of the government to pay debts contracted by the outside dealers 
or not. 

938. Have you any reason to doubt that the merchants from the United 
States are treated at Canton with as much favour as any other nation ?—I 
believe they are quite as much so. 

930. Do you know upon what principle it is that the government indem¬ 
nifies foreign traders from losses by such a casualty as fire ?-—I do not; I was 
rather surprised at the fact. 

940. Can you state the amount of tea annually consumed in the United 
States?—I cannot with any accuracy; but I believe it to be about six 
millions of pounds. 

941. Is there any export of tea now from the United States to any parts 
of Europe ?—There is ; but by no means so extensive as it was. 

942. Can you state when the trade of carrying tea from Canton to Canada 
on the part of the Company commenced ?—I do not know the period. 

943. Are you aware that the duties paid upon tea imported into Canada 
are very much lower than the duties upon tea imported into the United 
States ?—I am. 

944. Do you know the proportion ?— I do not know the proportion, but 
I am aware they are considerably lower. 

945. Are 
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945. Are you aware that there is a rule on the part of the Hong 
merchants, that if they deliver a chest of tea that shall, upon examination, 
be found to be damaged, they shall then return two for one ?—I am aware 
of the fact. 

946. That applies to all traders?—It does. 

947. Do the outside merchants also return two for one in a similar case ? 
—I cannot state that positively ; I believe they do. 

948. You have stated, that latterly the American return trade with Canton 
lias not been profitable; do you conceive that, supposing that trade was 
confined within proper limits, there is a probability that it would still be a 
profitable trade to America?—-I think there is every reason to suppose that 
it would. 

949. Are you aware whether the Americans have sustained losses upon 
other branches of their trade, from the circumstance of that trade having 
been carried rather too far in the same period ?—They have. 

950. In the supply of cotton, for instance ?—They have on many occa¬ 
sions. 

951. Do you ascribe the losses in other trades to the same cause, in part, 
to which you ascribe the losses in this trade of tea, namely, the long credit 
given upon the duties, and the facility thereby afforded to speculation ?— 
Probably that would be so ; there is a very great spirit of enterprize in the 
United States, and it is pushed frequently too far. 

952. Have you heard that in the port of Canton there is considerable 
facility afforded to captains of ships in completing their cargoes?—Very 
great. 

953. As great as in other ports with which you are acquainted ?•—I should 
think more than in most other ports. 

954. You have stated that the loss which you say has followed this trade 
lately is confined to the home cargo ; has the outward trade been a good, 
trade ?—I have understood that it has been a fair remunerating trade. 

955. Has it been so throughout the peiiod that it has been carried on 
So far as I know, it has. 

956. Do not the Ameiican ships also go with teas directly to the Conti¬ 
nent from Canton?—They do. 

957. Can you state whether that has also been a losing trade ?—I have 
had no particular knowledge of that trade, further than knowing that they 
do go from Canton to the Continent. 

958. Must not any trade, in so bulky an article as tea, which is first 
carried to America, and from America to Europe, be charged with too much 
expense to make it a profitable trade in the long-run ?—It certainly must 
operate very much against it, where there is an opportunity of carrying tea 
on a direct voyage. 

959. Have 
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959. Have you any means of saying whether the direct trade of the 
Americans from Canton to Europe has been profitable or not ?—I think not 
lately. 

96 0. Is the business of the adventurers performed by supercargoes sent 
out with each ship, or is it performed by resident merchants there?—If the 
question refers to the direct trade from America to Canton, I think it is 
generally carried on by supercargoes ; but if it refers to the trade that has 
Been carried on from England to Canton, so far as I have been interested, 
there has been a resident upon the spot to whom the vessels have been 
consigned. 

961. When a supercargo is sent, or a resident is employed, what is the 
charge of agency for that trade?—I have understood, and I believe it to 
be pretty nearly what is allowed to supercargoes, three per cent, or two 
and a half per cent. It is matter of contract altogether; but I should say 
it would average about three per cent. 

962. Is the charge about the same, .whether it is done by a supercargo 
sent out with each ship or by resident merchants on the spot?—I do not 
know what the charge of a resident merchant generally is; except that I 
know, with respect to the gentleman that represents my friends there, there 
is a guarantee that he shall have a certain sum, that their commission shall 
produce to him within the year a certain amount: it is a matter of bargain. 
They sometimes take out two supercargoes, a principal and an assistant 
supercargo. 

963. Is it not the fact, that the Boston ships have generally no super¬ 
cargoes, but go to resident merchants, but that the New York, Baltimore, 
and Philadelphia ships are generally sent with floating supercargoes?—My 
connections lying principally in New York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, I 
speak more of them than I do of Boston. 

964. Can you say whether the adventurers from those three places, New 
York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, generally go to resident merchants, or 
have they supercargoes with each ship ?—During my residence in Baltimore 
they had almost always supercaigoes, latterly they have gone more to resi¬ 
dent merchants. 

965. Do you consider that a resident merchant or a resident factor on the 
spot, must have greater advantages in dealing in a country over a person 
who comes there as a stranger to carry on a single isolated transaction ?— 
I am quite aware that the Chinese are a very suspicious, cautious people, 
and that to do business to advantage with, them it is necessary for them to 
have some previous transactions with you, that they may have confidence 
in you ; if you once establish confidence, the business is probably conducted 
on better terms than it would be with a passing stranger. 

960. Has not a resident on the spot, beyond the advantage which he has 
of being acquainted with persons and with the country, the additional 
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advantage of being able to select his own time for purchase and sale, 
whereas a man who goes out with a ship is obliged to perform his business 
at once, without waiting, and then to come back ?—No doubt he has. 

967 . Is not it the case in that trade, as in trades generally, that when 
supercargoes are sent out, they make the best baigaio they can with 
some merchant at the port, giving him as little commission as they can 
agree for, and pocketing the remainder?—No, I think not in China. I 
think that they make a contract with the Hong merchants, to whom 
they consign themselves, in the best terms they can but 1 appiehend theie 
is no division of the supercargo’s commission with the Hong: it is well 
understood what he will have to pay to the Hong before he leaves the 
United States, and that is apart from his own commission altogether. 

968 . You have stated what is the custom of the Chinese in case any 
damaged tea is found in the cargo they ship ; do you think the American 
trade is more subject to tricks and deceptions of that description than the 
English trade ?—I am not able to answer that. 

969. Can you state whether there is generally any material difference 
between the quality of the tea imported into America and the tea imported 
by the East-lndia Company into this country ?—I can only speak from 
general rumour. The feeling on the part of the Americans is, that the 
tea imported into the United States is better than that we drink in England; 
but they do not drink so much black tea in America as they do in England. 

970 . Has that opinion been stated as a positive opinion ?—I have fre¬ 
quently heard the Americans say that they thought their tea better than 
ours, 

97 1. Have you been in America yourself?—Yes, I resided there many 
years. 

972 . What should you say from your own experience ?—I am not a suffi¬ 
cient judge to answer from my own experience: it was many years ago, and 
I have very little recollection of the kind of tea I used to drink at that time. 

978. Do you know the rate of insurance from Canton to America ?—It 
has varied: it has been as high as six j I believe now about four and a half 
to five per cent. 

974. Where are those insurances effected ?■—In the United States. 

975. Did you mean to say that the green tea in America is better than the 
o-reen tea in this country, and that the black tea in America is better than 
the black tea in this country?—It is a very difficult question to answer 
satisfactorily. I have merely heard persons who have been in the United 
States say generally, that the tea was better than our English tea. Par¬ 
ticulars were not gone into} it was not said whether it was black teaorgicen 
tea. 

976 . Do you consider the woollens that you send out from this country of 

an inferior quality to what the East-lndia Company ship ?—I have no reason 
1 to 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 123 

to believe that they are of an inferior quality ; but I am not a judge of the 
article myself. 

977. Where are they manufactured ?—The woollens are manufactured at 
Leeds, and the stuffs at Norwich. 

978. When you buy them from the manufacturers there, do you make 
that bargain upon the understanding that they are of an inferior quality to 
what the Company ship, or do you consider yourself as paying a price for 
a fair quality ?—The agent who has always made those purchases in this 
country is a partner in the house, and I have always understood from him 
that they were quite as good as the Company’s, and bought upon equally 
favourable, or more favourable terms. 

979. Are the goods ordered to be made by the agent, or are they bought 
by the agent ready made ?—I believe both ways : they are sometimes bought 
ready made, and occasionally ordered to be made but the detail of the 
transactions by the agent I am not so conversant with. 

980. Have you ever understood from the agent who bought those goods 
that he made a point of obtaining cheap and inferior goods, rather than goods 
of the best quality?—I have always understood that he obtained goods of 
the very best quality, and that he was extremely particular about them ; for 
the .Chinese have a peculiar taste, and he endeavoured as far as possible to 
meet that taste. 

981. You have stated that you have understood that the trade in dry goods 
to China, independent of the homeward cargo, has been profitable ; have you 
had occasion to see any accounts of sales from which you have formed that 
opinion ?—Our friend here transacting that business had made such repre¬ 
sentations to me, and I have every reason to give credit to them, that the 
outward cargoes were reasonably profitable. 

982. Then you have not seen any account sales ?—I cannot say that I 
have I have only seen them in his hands in passing. 

983. Do you believe an American supercargo would decline introducing 
into consumption among the Chinese prohibited goods, or goods bearing 
high duties, whenever profitable to them ?—i should think some of them 
would, others would not. 

984. Do you think Englishmen and private traders would decline doing 
that under those circumstances ?—I think some of them would, and others 
would not. 

985. You have stated that there is a commission charged upon goods at 
Canton either by the supercargo or by merchants there; is it upon the 
invoice amount of the goods shipped, or upon the amount of the sale there ? 
—When specie is shipped from the United States the commission is charged 
on the amount of the investment; when goods are shipped, and the cargo 
bought, there is a double commission upon the gross amount of sales and 

upon the gross amount of purchases. 
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986. Taking the gross amount of the accounts of sale of the goods sold 
there, and the amount of goods purchased for shipment ?—Yes. 

j 987. Have you known any transaction with a resident agent at Canton, 
where there has been no agreement to guarantee a certain commission ?— 
No. 

988. Then you do not know what they charge where there is no agree¬ 
ment ?—-No ; I have never seen any account of sales or purchases, and I do 
not know what the charge is. 

989* What rate of commission do you, or any other agent, receive on 
goods shipped for China on behalf of the Americans?—Upon the transac- 
* tions that have come through my own hands I have the usual commission 
for shipping the goods, which is half-a-crown per package, and a commission, 
as banker, of one per cent, for paying for those goods. The partner of the 
house bought the goods that were shipped through us, and of course I had 
nothing to do with that, but to receive and pay for them. An agent in 
Manchester would buy them for bne per cent. I apprehend that two and a 
half per cent, would fully cover all commission charges. 

990. You have given an account of goods shipped since 1821; was there 
any exportation of British manufactures from Liverpool previous to that year 
in American bottom ?—I think not to any extent; it must have been very 
limited if there was. 

991. Have you known any exportation of British manufactures in any 
other neutral bottom except American ?—No, I have not. 

992. Have you ever known any metals shipped from Liverpool for China ? 
—Yes, there has been a little tin shipped, and some other things, not the 
produce of England, quicksilver and ginseng. 

993. With reference to the transit trade from China by America to 
Europe, are you aware whether many of the ships which go to America 
merely land part of their cargo, and carry the rest on to Europe, without 
moving it?—I believe it sometimes happens, but I should think not gene¬ 
rally. 

994. What is the nature of the goods generally exported from America to 
Canton?—Scarcely anything but specie from the United States} I have 
known a little cotton go when it was very cheap. 

995. Have you ever known any earthenware sent from Liverpool to the 
East, to Sincapore or China?—There has been a little sent out for the use of 
the Factory; but nothing that I know of in the way of merchandize. 

996. Do you know whether the woollens imported to this country by 
Americans are ever smuggled into Canton ?—I believe not, as far as I 
know. 

997- Has any glass been exported?—A little in the same way for the use 
of the Factory, but not for trade. 
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nog Are vou aware whether there has been any considerable change in 
thorny md 'sorts of articles sent out for the Chinese market from this 
country?—! think not much ; they have been very stationary. 

non in your experience of the American trade, is it not frequently the 

practice for^merchants to send out their ships to some ports in the East, with 
orders in the event of their being disappointed in one adventure, ultimately 
to < r o to China?—I should think it did not often happen : it may have hap¬ 
pened 5 I have no doubt it has happened. 

1000 Do not you consider it a considerable advantage to free-traders to 
have that power of choice of markets in the event of their being disappointed 
in one ?—Certainly. 

1001. Do not you consider that the merchants of any nation having that 
free option, have a great advantage over others who are excluded from certain 

ports ?—Certainly. . . 

1002. Can you state whether, in the course of your communication with 
any Americans who have dealt at Canton, they have expressed any^opinion 
that their trade there is subject either to any particular 

vantage, from the circumstance'of there being a great ^HgUsh I aetory there 
dealing with the Hong merchants ?-I never understood from them that 
they had any advantage or disadvantage; I always understood tiat ley 
were on a perfect footing of reciprocity with all other nations that tiaded 

til GEG 

1008. But you did not consider those traders trading there as deriving any 
particular protection or advantage from the existence of the Company s I ac- 
tory ?—None whatever. . . 

100 *. Have the supercargoes of the American ships any communication 
with the Company's Factory ?-With the Hong merchants they have: the 
Hong are security for their good conduct and for the proper management ot 

their affairs. 

1005. Do you know how the losses were made good to the Americans at 
the period of' the fire at Canton ?— I do not; I merely know the fact that 

they were made good. 

1006 . Then you are not aware that such losses were made good by a tax 
upon foreign trade ?—-1 was not aware of that; it may have been so. 

1007 . Do you know whether there have been any experiments made lately 
in sending out new articles of manufacture which were supposed hkely to 
suit the taste of the Chinese ?—Yes; I have understood that there have been 
lately some attempts made to introduce cotton-yarns to that country with 
some prospect of success. 

1008. Are they the only articles ?-They are the only articles I have had 
my attention particularly called to. 

s 1009. Can you state what was the result of this?—I do not know.^ ^ 
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1010 . You stated that the woollens sent out by individuals were as food 
or better than those sent out by the Company; have you the means of 
knowing the quality of the goods sent out by the Company ?—The gentle- 
man who bought them in this country, I believe, has had an opportunity of 
seeing those purchased, and in preparation for the Company, and he stated 
to me that he conceived them as good, or in some cases better ; but I only 
know that from the information of the gentleman who bought them. 

1011 . Do linens ever form any part in the investment at Canton?—Yes ; 
in the first instance there were some shipments of linens, but not latterly. 

1012 . Did you find that it did not answer ?—I believe not so well. 

1013. Were they coarse or fine linens ?—That I cannot state. 

1014. Do you conceive, in reference to your own personal situation, that 
t.ie opening of the China trade with this country, by doing away the Com¬ 
pany’s monopoly, would be to your interest or otherwise?—1 think it would 
be against my interest. 

1015. How would it affect your interest?—My interest would be affected, 
inasmuch as those gentlemen I represent in this country might not find it 
worth their while to come in competition with the English free trade. 

1016 . Your apprehension would be, that the British free trade would 
throw the Americans out of the trade between China and this country ?—I 
have no doubt it would in the first instance ; for to every market we go we 
send such quantities of goods. 

1017 . It is in that way your interest would suffer ?—Yes. 

1018. To what extent have you known damages or deficiencies in the 

cargoes from Canton to have been made good to American agents?_Not 

very extensively : probably half a dozen instances I have heard of: probably 
not so many. 

1019. Do you know of any one instance ?—Yes, Mr. Milne has told me he 
has had'to send back, and got two for one. 

1020 . Do you recollect in what ship ?—No. 

1021 . Do you know to what extent?—Not to a great extent; a chest or 
two; but I have heard of it in more cases than one. 

Mr. RICHARD MILNE called in, and examined. 

1022 . Did you reside in Philadelphia for any number of years, and have 
you carried on trade with China?—I have resided there a considerable 
period; tny leading business vending English goods; but I have very often 
made adventures to India and China in vessels on freight. 

102 o. For how many years were you engaged in the trade with India and 
China?—I commenced in the year 1799, and continued, I think, till 1811, 
and occasionally since ; the last time 1 820. 


1024. Have 
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1024*. Have you consigned more than one ship direct'to China in the 25 l’eb. 1830 

course of those periods ?— At the period alluded to, the vessels went chiefly Milli ¬ 
on freight. I was a shipper, and have shipped in different vessels in the same ■ ’* ■ ■ ' 

year at moderate amounts, being my own underwriter, running the risk 
myself. 

1025. What were the articles you shipped to China in particular ?—Almost 
always Spanish dollars. 

1026 . From Philadelphia?—Yes. 

1027 . What were the returns ? —Teas, nankeens, and silks, were the lead- 
ing articles from China; occasionally other articles to fill up the tonnage. 

1028. How long is it since you left the United States ?—In the year 1828. 

I am a native of Manchester. 

1029 . Are you acquainted with the trade between the U nited States and 
China since you ceased to take a part in it yourself, namely, in 1820 ?—After 
I left off making adventures on my own account, I loaned money to others on 
what is termed respondentia, that gave me the means of general information. 

1030. During the time you were engaged in this trade with China, or 
since that period, are you aware of any obstacles having been thrown in the 
way of trade by the Chinese authorities?—I never heard of any obstacles. 

1031. When you carried on the trade to China, had you supercargoes in 
the ships, or a resident merchant to transact the business at Canton ?—from 
Philadelphia, at the period alluded to, supercargoes almost always accompa¬ 
nied the ships. 

1032. Had they a regular salary or a commission?—They had a com¬ 
mission. 

1033. What rate of commission ?—Three per cent, upon the amount of 
purchases at Canton, 

1034. Did that include the security to the Hong ?—The security to the 
Hong, I believe, was estimated on the rate of freight which we paid ; taking 
that consideration as one of the charges attaching to the ship, they asked a 
corresponding freight. 

1035. You have stated, that when you carried on this trade the ships were 
always accompanied by a supercargo ?—I think without exception. 

1036 . This supercargo generally was an entire stranger to Canton, and to 
all persons there probably ?—Sometimes those supercargoes were men of busi¬ 
ness and very intelligent, at other times young persons brought forward. 
through interest for the sake of the commissions. I have often shipped with 
those less experienced persons, the vessel being what was termed a good risk. 

1037. When the persons were so inexperienced, did you ever get into any 
difficulty with the Chinese authorities or the Hong merchants at Canton?—I 
never heard of any. 
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' ir > Feb. 1830. 1038. No difficulties occurred in consequence ?—No difficulties whatever 

„ occurred to the vessels in which I was interested. 

Mr. R. Milne. 

1039. When it was an inexperienced supercargo, the advantage of the 
merchant was not perhaps so much consulted as when it was a man of more 
experience and judgment?—We, of course, preferred gentlemen of experi¬ 
ence ; but if it was a very good vessel, and no other presented itself, we 
availed ourselves of it. 

1040. Did those adventures in which you were engaged receive any assist¬ 
ance or meet with any obstacles from the establishment of the British East. 
India Company ?—My opinion is, that they had little communication with 
each other. I have often heard them say so. 

1041. You are not aware that they derived any advantage or benefit from 
the Company’s servants ?—I do not apprehend that they derived any advan¬ 
tage whatever from the Company’s servants; but I have often heard them 
speak in terms of the highest respect of the Company’s servants. 

1042. You have no reason to believe they were ever thwarted or impeded 
in any of their engagements by the Company’s servants?-—I do not believe 
they were. 

104S. As you have been a considerable importer of teas into the United 
States, will you state to the Committee what are the general description of 
teas used in the United States?—Till of late years, green teas, in the part 
of the country where I resided, were almost the only teas brought there. 
Of late, black tea has increased, being recommended by the faculty. 

1044. Can you state what the proportion of green and black is at present ? 
—I think the quantity of black tea is small; it is increasing. 

1045. What is the consumption of tea in the United States altogether?—I 
forget. There is an annual report from the Treasury,; but there must be 
from the United States more than twenty ships annually, perhaps thirty : the 
number varies according to the demand and the state of the trade. 

1046. Have there been great profits in that trade, or has it been liable to 
heavy losses ?—At the period alluded to my business -was vending English 
goods. Not having a great deal in the world, I was desirous of increasing it, 
and I shipped to China as an auxiliary. Not owning the vessel, of course I 
laboured under some disadvantages from 1800 to 1811. I never experienced 
any loss in those years. I think, speaking within bounds, that the profits 
might be from fifteen to twenty per cent, per annum ; perhaps occasionally 
more, but I think I may safely say from fifteen to twenty. 

1047* Was a part of the tea imported into the United States re-exported ? 
—Yes. 

1048. To what ports?—Hamburg, Bremen, the Continent; some little to 
Fiance, but principally to Hamburg and Bremen. 


1049. Did 
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10 F1). Did any part of it find its way into the British provinces in North 

America?_I have heard much of that. I believe the trade existed formerly, 

but not now ; to what extent I. cannot say. 

1050. Can you state what was the proportion of teas exported to other 
countries, including what might find its way to Canada, to the whole quantity 
imported into the United States?—That would depend entirely on the home 
demand ; the quantity exported comparatively small. When fresh teas arrived 
and the old ones lay on hand they were neglected, consequently persons were 
induced to export them to save th.e drawback or the duty paid on import. 

1051. Are the Committee to understand from that answer that the new 
teas are greatly preferred to those that have been a certain time on hand ?— 
Decidedly so: it is difficult to sell the old teas after the new ones come, save 
when the quality of the old ones has originally been very superior. 

1052. What do you call old teas in the United States; tea which has been 
a twelvemonth ?—Yes. The Government only allow drawbacks within one 
year from the date of import; the goods having been in the country more 
than one year from the date of import, forfeit the benefit of drawback. 

1053. Are they then exported in preference to the new teas, both as 
inferior in quality and as coming nearer to the period at which the duty would 
be to be paid?—Having on hand and in the warehouse both old and new 
teas, I certainly should export the old ones, keeping the new ones a longer 
period, for the benefit of home sale. 

1054. Has the quantity imported of late years been so much greater than 
the consumption as to make this a bad trade?—It certainly has, 1 believe, 
been overdone. 

1055. Have there been great losses sustained in consequence by the parties 
who have been engaged in this trade ?—I believe there have been very large 
losses. 

1056 . To what do you attribute this over-trading ?—In part to the love of 
gain of persons who have got embarked in the thing, conceiving that if they 
got a larger quantity of goods probably they might recover themselves. I he 
consumption of the country, I should think, has rather increased the facility 
given by Government in the duties, which is, one year from the arrival of the 
vessel the goods are entered, put in bond, and from the date they are taken 
out there is a credit given of one year, on the bond of two merchants. 

1057. You state that the parties who have sustained losses might carry on 
this trade to excess, from the facility in the mode of giving credit on the 
duty due from those parties, they sustaining their affairs by carrying it on . 
witli a capital belonging, in fact, to the Government ?—That has been the 
case ; I believe the Government is sensible of its having suffered. 

1058. Do you attribute the over trading, in part, to the deranged situation 
'of some of the traders having a facility of meeting their engagements by the 
twelve months’credit they have obtained on* the duties?—I think I may 
safely say that would be my conclusion. 

1059. Can you state to the Committee what has been the average rate of 

R duty 
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2^(41 1330 duty on the different teas that have been imported into America, at present, 
_ upon the sale value ?—It is very high. 

Mr.R. Milne. jo 60. Is it equal to the same value, is it 100 per cent.?—I should think, 
perhaps, 7 5 to 100 per cent, upon the cost price in China. I have a number 
of prices current which show the precise duty on the tea. 

1061. You consider the duty on all sorts, taking it as an average, to be 
about 7 5 to 100 per cent, on the cost prices in China?—I think it. is that; m 
some instances it will be more than that. I can explain the duties paid on 
each kind of tea : bohea tea pays 12 cents per pound duty; congou, 25; 
souchong, 25; hyson-skin, 28; young hyson, 40; hyson, 40; gunpowder, 50; 
imperial, 50 cents per pound. 

1062. Have you got the prices at which those several sorts of tea sell ? ■ 
I have made out a memorandum of the prices which teas have sold for at 
New York from the year 1820 to 1829, less the duty. 

[The same was delivered in, and read as follows :—] 


PRICES of TEA at New York, in each year from 1820 to 1829, reduced to sterling, at the exchange of 8 per cent, pr emium. 


— 

1820. 

1821. 

1822. 

1823. 

1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

1829. 

Imperial •• per lb. 


2/7 

2/11 

a' 

3/1 i 

a 

3/1 i 

a* 

3/4 

a’ 

2/11 

a’ 

2/8 i 

a 

2/6 

a’ 

2/5 i 
a’ 


a 

3/4 

3/4 

3/4 

3/4 

3/6 i 

4/2 

Wi 

3/ll| 

3/6 i 

3/9 

Gunpowder .. — 

3/4 

a > 

2/3 i 

3/H 

a 

3/1 i 
a’ 

3/1 i 

a 

3/4 i 

a 

2/11 

a’ 

2/8 i 
a’ 

2/6 

a’ 

2/5 1 
a’ 


3/6 h 

3/7 i 

3/9 

3/9 

3/6 i 

4/2 

3/6 i 

s/m 

3/6 i 

3/9 

Hyson .. —- 

2/1 

a’ 

2/9 

2/0 i 

23 \d. 

fl 

2/1 

a* 

m 

a 

2/8 

a’ 

2/1 

a’ 

2/3 i 
a 

2/1 

a’ 

i/io i 

a’ 


2/8 i 

2/11 

2/9 

3/1 

3/4 

2/11 

3/6 i 

3/6 i 

3/1 J 

Young Hyson ., — 

17 id. 
a <~ 

19 d. 

20 d. 

jj’ 

2/3 i 
a 

2/3 

a’ 

2(1 i 

a 

1/8 

SL 

17 id. 
a’ 

15 d. 
a’ 

17 Jd. 
a’ 


mi 

23 d. 

231 d. 

2/9 

3/ 

3/1 i 

2/10 

3/6 i 

3/6 i 

3/0 

Hyson-skin . * — 

13 ¥ . 

12 id. 

12 d. 

9L 

16 d. 

a’ 

23 id. 
a’ 

18 id. 
a’ 

11 d. 
a’ 

lid. 

a' 

Si. 

a’ 

8 Jd. 
a’ 


. 164. 

16 d. 

16 d. 

21 d. 

2/4 i 

2/7 

2/2 

2/2 

23 id. 

23 Jd. 

Souchong .. —* 

mj4. 

12 id. 
f 

13 £5 

14 M 
a’ 

12 id. 
a’ 

12 id. 

10 d. 

EL 

13 d. 
a’ 

lid. 

a’ 

12 Jd. 
a’ 


14 jd. 

13 Id. 

15 id. 

17 id. 

2/1 

2/1 

2/1 

2/71 

2/71 

2/1 

Congo .. ~~ 

7 id. 

7 jd. 

7 id. 

7 id. 

8 id. 

8 id. 

a’ 

Vnone. 










12 id. 

J 




Bohea 

11 4. 
a’ 

llid. 

11 d. 
a’ 

llid. 

10 id. 
a’ 

11 d. 

6 id. 
a’ 

8 d. 

10 d. 
a’ 

10 id. 

8 id. 
a’ 

9 d. 

7 jd. 
a* 

Sjd. 

8 d. 
a’ 

9 d. 

8 d. 
a’ 

9 d. 

9 d. 
a’ 

10 d. 


Bohea 








































SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. *31 

1063. When you say less the duty, you wean the duty off, or what is com¬ 
monly called short price ?—-Yes. 

1064. From what have you compiled that?—-From the prices-current 
published at New York. I believe also they were extreme prices : in going 
into the New York market I could buy teas cheaper than those for money. 
I have no hesitation in saying that I believe it is tolerably correct; but 
wherever there were fractions, I added them to the price, so as to enable me 
to speak with confidence when I came here. 

1065. Do those prices-current from which you have compiled this table 
state the highest prices?—I believe they do fully so, with a view to support¬ 
ing the market. 

1066. Are those the cash prices, oris there a discount?—They are the 
prices at a credit of from four to six months. 

10 67 . How much lower would they be for cash ?—I think I may say four 
or five per cent, lower. 

1068. Does the account you have delivered in show the specific duty ?—It 
does not: these papers do, and I have just stated the duty to the Committee. 

1069. You are understood to state as the result of your investigation, that, 
as near as may be, you think the average specific duty on the China cost is 75 
to 100?—Yes ; there are instances in the case of hyson-skin tea in which it is 
more; it is full that in the instance of hyson-skin ; it is a good deal above 100. 

1070. Is it 75 per cent, in the cost price at Canton, or on the sale price 
at New York ?— It exceeds 7 5 per cent, in the cost price in China. 

1071 . What do you suppose it may be on the sale price at New York ?— 
If hyson-skin tea sells for 63 cents and the duty is 28, that is about 45, I 
think, without calculating it. It is a specific duty per pound : the papers are 
here, and the calculation is simple ; I prefer stating the simple duty per pound. 

1072. Is the present rate of duties the same as it was in the year 1820, or 
has the tariff increased those duties?—I think, according to my recollection, 
that duty was not increased by the last tariff, but I am not certain. 

1073 . The mode of transacting this business in America is something of 
this sort, that the importer obtains from the government a credit of twelve 
months for theduty when he takes his tea out of bond and sells it?—Exactlyso. 

1074 . He sells it, you say, on a credit of six months generally ?—Yes. 

1075 . That credit of six months is a bill of exchange probably ?—A pro¬ 
missory note. 

1076. That is immediately convertible into cash on a discount by the 
banks in America?—The banks discount paper at four months; seldom so 
long as six, unless they have an over-abundance of money. 

1077 . The importing merchant selling his teas with the duty, at what is 
called the long price, has a capital equal to the duty to carry on a future 
operation, and to speculate again on a fresh import ?—The prevailing opinion 
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25 Feb. 1830. in America is, that this duty puts him in full possession to purchase another 
-—-- full cargo. When I speak of the duty being 75 to 100 per cent, on the cost 
Mr, R. Mike* in China, I conceive I am speaking within bounds. It is generally conceived 
that the long credit given by the government enables the importer to send 
his vessel again direct to China, and import another cargo. 

1078. Do you attribute any part of the over-trading to the facilities of 
those credits, and to the protection it gave to a person in bad circumstances, 
as not compelling him to meet his engagements ?—It is the prevailing opinion 
that the advantages derived from the credit contributed generally to the over¬ 
trading. 

1079. Does the same system prevail in any other branch of American trade; 
the import of manufactured goods from this country for instance ?—We have 
eighteen and twelve months on European manufactures ; English are the bulk. 

1080. The duty being very high on English manufactures, does it not 
create a credit, advanced by the government, which gives great facilities to 
over-trading ?—That is the prevailing opinion, and remonstrances have been 
repeatedly made to government to lessen the credit, with a view of putting 
it out of the power of enterprizing or speculative persons to deal on the scale 
which they do. 

1081. Does it not give great facilities to parties whose circumstances are 
deranged, to carry on trade for a long time after they ought to settle with 
their creditors; and is not the result, that the government secure the whole 
of their assets when they are driven to the necessity of closing their concerns ? 
—Government have suffered of late. 

1082. But their individual creditors suffer to a greater degree, do they not ? 
—The individual creditors have suffered to a great extent, of'late years. The 
greater part of the English goods vended in America have been done by 
commission houses, who made advances to manufacturers in this country, 
by coining under acceptance for 60 or 70 per cent.; it applies to other things. 

1083. Have there been losses of a like nature with those in the China 
trade sustained in any other branches of the trade of America from this 
facility of credit ?—I think not to the same extent; nothing so great. 

] 084. Is there any circumstance in the trade in tea which has made the 
loss heavier on that branch than on otherVrticles of trade ?—The facility of 
the credit in the duty. 

1085. Is the credit greater on tea than on other articles ?—The credits on 
China goods are six, twelve, and eighteen months j the average is longeron 
China goods than on European. 

1086. Are there any other causes that have interfered with the tea trade 
of the United States ?—I do not know of any materially. 

1087. Have not duties been laid in Europe on the import of teas through 
America?—I believe there has been something of that kind of late ; but 
I cannot speak to it. 

1088. The 
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1088. The trade to Canada, you are aware, is no longer carried on ?-~I 
believe not. 

1089 . Has the result been a diminished import into the United States ?— 
I believe since 18 * 27-8 the import has fallen off. 

1090 . Do you consider the trade now in a thriving or a depressed state?— 
In a depressed state. 

10 91 . Is it as much so as it was in 1827-8?—I understand it is depressed. 

1092. As you have imported a considerable quantity ol tea, and have 
been a dealer for many years, what is your opinion of the relative qualities 
of tea imported into the United States and that imported into this country ? 
—I believe the tea imported into the United States to be good. 

1093 . Is it as good as the tea consumed in this country ?—I should think 
it is equal in quality; the green teas particularly. 

1091. Do you speak from your own knowledge ?—I speak from my own 
knowledge, and having heard English ladies say it was quite as good tea as 
any that they had ever drank in England. 

1095 . You think, from your experience, that tea is deteriorated by keep- 
r ?—I think it is. 

1096 . Have the prices at Canton been uniform and steady, 01 have they 
varied?—They fluctuate* 

1097 . Do they fluctuate almost every year?—That is governed by the 
demand. 

1098 . You never found any difficulty in procuring whatever quantity you 
required?—Sometimes in the article of young hyson, it. was difficult to pro¬ 
cure sufficient of the best quality ; of the other teas generally abundant, or 
often abundant: the young hyson of fine quality was often scarce. 

1099. In the market at Canton, is there any difference in the price of tea 
of the like description, in consideration of its being older or fresher. Old 
teas are always sold cheaper in China. 

1100. Does the same difference in price prevail in the United States i 
They are always more difficult of sale. If the market was abundantly sup¬ 
plied it would be difficult to sell old teas, unless the quality of them was 
very fine. 

1 101. With whom were the transactions carried on at Canton for the pur¬ 
chase of the teas generally?—A part was always bought of the security- 
merchant ; the residue from other gentlemen in the Hong, and a part tiom 

the outside merchants or shopmen, as they are Called. 

1102 . In what proportions ?—I cannot speak to that ; I should think that 
would vary. 

1103. Is the quality of tea purchased from the outside merchant equal to 
that procured from the Hong?—I should think it is, some o *. iem ein » 
highly respectable; in short, quite favourites, one or two of them.^ ^ ^ 
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llOft. So that you think teas of equally good quality are to be procured 
from the outside merchants with those obtained from the Hong merchants 
or the security merchants ?—I think they are, but probably not in the same 
quantities. 

1105. You have stated the commission to a supercargo to be three per 
cent. ?—I think it was uniformly so. 

1106. Have you ever, instead of employing a supercargo, employed any 
resident agent at Canton ?—I have not myself but some of the merchants 
of Philadelphia did. 

1107 - What was the commission they paid to the resident agent ?—-It 
would not vary much from three per cent.; if it varied it would be a mere 
fraction, it would not be more. 

1108. You would prefer employing a resident agent to a supercargo 
perhaps ?—There are often two supercargoes on board the vessel, and it is a 
protection to the cargo. 

1109. Do you allow any commission on the outward investment?—Not 
any. The outward investment is dollars; the commission is solely on the 
purchase at Canton, or on the amount of dollars paid there. 

1110. A supercargo going to Canton has no commission on the investment 
at Philadelphia ?—He has no commission save on the amount invested for 
the return vogage. 

1111. Is no commission given to the native or Hong merchants?—None 
that I know of. 

1112. When you talk of old teas, what is the age of a tea you consider 
as old ?—I should suppose the teas of the previous year are considered old; 
but they might have been on hand longer’. 

1113. Can you state from recollection the comparison between teas of the 
like description of the preceding year or the current years ?—In two or three 
instances, I ordered old skin teas if they were to be had cheap; and the old 
teas cost 17 or 18 tales, when the new teas would be worth 22 to 24. 

1114. Do you mean to say that there is a difference of at least SO per cent, 
in the value of teas of the like description, from the circumstance of the one 
being a year older than another ?—I do not think that the difference in value 
will be generally so great, but I mean to speak from what I have experienced 
in solitary instances. 

1115. Does that difference apply equally to the finer teas?-—I think not in 
so great a degree as to the common teas. 

1116. Do you know what is the duty now paid on tea in the British pro¬ 
vinces of America ?—I have understood it to be very small. I do not know 
whether it is morethan two to four-pence per pound. 

1117 . Have you the sale prices of tea at Quebec or Halifax?-—I have 
not any. 


1118. Has 
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1118. Has the consumption of young liyson greatly increased in the 25Feb. 1830. 
United States compared to other teas?-—It is the favourite tea, and there is -—~ 
ahvays a great demand for it; so much has been brought of it of in- -*“*• 

ferior quality that the price has been reduced; the Chinese finding the 
demand for it, increased the quantity. 

1119. Has it happened in the importations that you have had to open any 
chests of bad quality?—I recollect receiving a chest of tea filled with sand 
or something of that kind; I sent it back, and if my recollection be correct, 

I received two for it. I know it is the custom in China to return two for 
one in case of fraud or deception. 

1120. Do you conceive the outside traders, the parties of whom you pur¬ 
chased tea, as men of fair character and honourable in their dealings ?—I 
believe the Hong and many of the outside to be fair dealers, and quite men 
of business. 

1121. As much as are generally met with in the trade of other countries? 

—Their character is sometimes lightly spoken of, but I have heard Ame¬ 
rican gentlemen say that it is unjustly so, that they find them fair. 

1122. Do they ever give any credit in China ?—I think in the year 1819- 
20 1 experienced misfortunes in England, and I received a credit of a few 
thousand poundsfrom Mr. Howqua; he knew nothing of me but from inquiries. 

1123. Do you consider the Chinese merchants, and the authorities in 
China generally, as disposed to give every facility and encouragement to 
fair trade with the United States ?—I think so ; it is generally understood, 
what is called a rich ship in America is very acceptable in Canton. 

1124'. Do you know any other instance of credit having been given?— 

I believe the Chinese have suffered greatly from giving credits. 

1125. Giving credit to Americans?—I will not confine myself to Ame¬ 
ricans; there certainly have been instances of their suffering. 

1126. What is the difference between purchasing on credit and purchasing 
for ready money in the price of tea ?—In the instance to which I allude, 
and I do not mean to speak beyond that, I paid Mr. Howqua one per cent, 
per month until the money was returned; I accomplished that in ten 
months. It was impossible to calculate the interest, not knowing when the 
vessel would arrive, and I think I still owe him £50 ; but he sent me the 
bond, giving it up, saying I had been prompt, and he did not wish for any 
more. 

1127. As far as your experience goes, have you every reason to think 
that, in transacting business generally at Canton, there is the same disposi¬ 
tion and facility to encourage fair dealing as in other countries ?—I have no 
reason whatever to doubt that. 

1128. Have you ever, in any of your dealings with England or any other 
country, found the merchants give up £50 which you consider them entitled 
to?—I never owed interest-money to any one ; this was accidental. 

1129. In 
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1129. In fact, you do not consider the Chinese as disposed to thwart or 
throw obstacles in the wav of commerce carried on in a fair manner with 
foreign merchants ?—I should conclude them rather friendly to commercial 
intercourse. Vessels going there with Spanish dollars, I think, have great 
advantages, and are very well received. 

1130. Have you any experience of vessels going there with assorted 
cargoes of manufactured goods ?—I never shipped goods myself, only I ob¬ 
served what my neighbours were doing. 

1131. Were you connected with the China trade at the time of the great 
fire at Canton ?—No. 

1132. Do you know whether the losses sustained by the merchants of the 
United States were made good by the government ?■—Only by report., 

1133. Have you arty reason to doubt that the trade of the United States 
with Canton, when the effects of this over-trading are done away, will be a 
remunerating trade like others ?—I should think it would, if conducted on 
correct principles. 

113 k What has been generally the freight per ton from Philadelphia to 
Canton arid back ?—In the periods in which I was first interested vessels 
were in request rather. We pay ten per cent, on the amount shipped; paid 
the money in China, and were entitled to two tons and one-eighth measure¬ 
ment for every 1000 dollars shipped. 

« 1135. Do you know the present rate ?—I believe it is lower, blit I cannot 
speak to that. 

1136. Is there any protection by any public authority on the part of the 
United States-to the trade of their citizens at Canton?—There has been a 
consul there. 

1137. Is there one now?—I am not certain; the gentleman who resided 
there has returned to America, but whether there has been a successor ap- 
pointed I am not certain. 

1138. How was the consul paid?—I do not think he received any thing, 
but I am not certain. I heard it said that he acted giatuitously, but I 
cannot speak to that. 

1139. Since the period you first embarked in this trade, the quantity of 
tea required for America has probably increased ?—Very greatly. 

1140. Supposing it to increase in the same proportion in the next thirty 
years as it has done in the last, do you think there would be any difficulty in 
supplying the increased demand ?—I cannot well answer that question. I 
have 'always understood the Chinese could supply any quantity of tea; but 
I am not able to answer that question. 

114-1. Was there any difficulty experienced from the increased demand ? 
_It enhanced the price a little, but not materially, on that account I think. 
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1142 . Has there been any difficulty in procuring the black teas in 
China, now that the demand for that article lias increased ?—'The importation 
of black teas from China into the United States has been very limited till 
lately. I have never heard of any difficulty, but I cannot speak to it; 

I never remember any. 

114-3. You have stated that the quantity now imported, and the demand 
for it, are increasing ?—Yes. 

1144. But you never heard of any complaint of difficulty in procuring it? 
—No. ’ 

1145. With respect to green tea, do you contemplate any difficulty, sup¬ 
posing the quantity of that required to be increased?—I cannot speak to 
that, but 1 never heard any apprehensions on that head expressed by 
any one. 

1146. Do you know whether the Americans, in their supply of black tea, 
are limited to qualities which do not suit the British market, and are not 
taken by the East-India Company ?—The black tea imported into America 
is chiefly souchong, or what is called souchong ; very good tea; X make use 
of it myself; I never heard any difficulty expressed. 

1147 . Do you find it of as good a quality as that you find in England?— 
It was very good tea. It would be wrong in me to speak on that head, it 
being rather a new thing, or new to me; the fine black teas in England are 
of excellent quality. 

1148. Are the port charges required by the government of China very 
considerable on American vessels ?—The ships going from the United 
States generally will average about 350 to 400 tons; the port charges are 
supposed to be 7,000 dollars; they used to be reckoned at 8,000. 

1149. Supposing the shjp to be double that size, will the port charges be 
the same or greater ?—I understand the same, but I cannot speak to that. 

1150. You are not acquainted with the trade at Sincapore, or any other 
port?—No, I am not. 

1151. The first thing a ship does on arriving at Canton, is to make an ar¬ 
rangement with the security merchant ?—The supercargoes land, I undei- 
stand, like men of business, and go first to one Hong and then to another, 
and inquire the prices of goods, and secure the ship with a person to whom 
it may appear to them of most advantage. 

1152. With the member of the Hong who will do it on terms the most 
favourable to the ship ?—Yes. 

1153. The parties then go from one Hong merchant to anothei, till 

they have ascertained who will do it on the most favourable terms ? 00 

I understand. 

1154. They are at liberty to employ whichever they please? I have un¬ 
derstood they were on shore several days before they fixed. __ . 

J S l 155 * Making 


25 Feb. 1830. 
Mr. If, Milne. 



138 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 


25 Feb. 1830. 
Mr. 1L Milne. 


1155 . Making their bargain?—Yes, so I understand. 

1156 . And the government does not interfere to prevent that ?—I believe 
not at all; I have always understood the business to be simple and easy. 

1157. Does it amount to any thing more than an agreement with the 
Hong merchant to take a certain quantity of goods from him for his being the 
security ?—I believe they uniformly purchase a part at the price agreed on. 

1158. Not higher than the market price?—No. 

1159. When you state that it is a simple operation, he agrees with the 
Hong merchant, who will supply him with a certain quantity of goods on 
reasonable terms ?—Yes ; but if I go with a rich ship, I can make good 
terms. I pay money, of course, which gives me advantages. 

1160 . They are glad to supply you at the market price ?—’Yes, very glad. 

1161. Is not the difficulty greater when you carry out goods than when 
you carry out specie ?—I never shipped goods; I should conclude it was cer¬ 
tainly greater. 

llM* You have stated that you have carried on this trade from the year 
. 1799 to 1811 ?—Yes; and occasionally the last time in 1820. 

1163 , Is there any circumstance in the trade, according to your opinion, 
which induced you to leave it off?—I did not find it profitable. 

1164. You have stated that new tea was greatly superior in price to old 
tea; do you mean new tea bought in China, or tea which has been long kept 
in the United States of America ?—I intended the remark to apply in both 

ways. 

I I 65 . What period do you consider long in tea, after its arrival, being kept 
in the United States before it was sold ?—At New York, in the case of some 
of the persons who have been unfortunate, the old teas were sold at ruinous 
prices. 

1166 . How long had they been kept on hand?—They had forfeited the 
drawbacks, of course: they had been more than one year in the country ; 
probably two; I cannot speak to the time. They were sold very low in the 
case of Mr. Smith. 

1107. Without any other circumstance in the market, the quality of the 
teas was held to be ofless value in consequence of the time they had been 
on hand ?—Yes. 

1168 . Yoti have stated that the trade became less profitable ; can you state 
what the profit was by your last investment from China ?—I did not make 
much, or rather I did not make any thing. I believe it has occasionally 
been better since. 

1169. Did you ever hear of any disputes arising between the American 
subjects and the Chinese government ?—l have mentioned that in those cases 
wherein I was interested nothing unpleasant ever occurred. I only know 

from 
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from the public prints relative to the sailor, a case which has been mentioned,; 
the vessels in which I was interested never experienced any difficulty. 

1170 . You have had no information from other persons as to those dis¬ 
putes ?—No, I have not. 

1171. You have stated the proportion of price in China between the fresh 

teas and the old teas; have the goodness to state what upon the average, 
in the towns of America, is the difference between teas of a year old and the 
fresh teas; is it five, ten, fifteen per cent., or what proportion ?—Taking care 
what Isay, I should say it exceeded five per cent.; but I dp not mean to 
pledge myself. It is extremely difficult to sell them, unless the old teas have 
been originally of a very good quality. ... _ 

1172 Is it not an universal opinion that the quality originally of some or 
the fresh teas is better than of the stale tea ?—There is uniformly a decided 
preference ; it is extremely difficult to sell the old when the new arrives. 

1173. Are you aware that the East-India Company in this countiy ate 
obliged by law to keep their teas a year before they sell them ?—I have heard 
that the teas were kept a long time *, I was not sensible of it; I have heard 
the subject mentioned; I have no knowledge of the law. 

1174. Supposing that to be the case, and that the East-India Company, 
either by compulsion of the law, or other circumstances, were in the habit ot 
keeping their teas always a year before they sold them, do not you think t ia 
any other trader offering in the market fresh teas, would find a gieat piefu-. 
ence over the Company?—Decidedly so. 

1175 . That the taste of this country, like that of America, would pio- 
nounce itself in favour of the fresh tea over the stale ?—Decidedly so. 

1176. You have stated the duties in America to be levied on the different 

teas, mentioning the teas by name, so much on souchong, so much on twan- 
kay, and so on?—Yes. ' . 

1177. Is it not common for one quality to be packed up in China with a 
different name; hyson for hyson-skin, or young hyson, and so on, for th£p#j 
pose of affecting the rate of duty to be collected in America .--That would 
be considered a great fraud, and, of course, persons ot respectability never 
do such things; I have no knowledge of it myself; I have heard ot a peison 
in New York practising some deceptions, but of course he lost credit, ami tut 
thing was discontinued, I imagine; I have no knowledge of such frauds, and 
cannot speak to them ; I should consider the instances veiy few. 

1178. Do you suppose that if, for instance, young hyson was packed or 
hyson-skin, a custom-house officer could distinguish the qualities on i'- u 
arrival ?—I think he could. 

1179 . And that any fraud attempted of that description would be 
detected ?—If such frauds exist the instances are very few. ^ 

1180. You have stated up to what time your trade was profitable and when 
it ceased to be so, and when you were ^induced to retire from it, 
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period that the China trade ceased to be profitable, has not almost all foreign 
trade of every description been losing ?—All foreign commerce from the 
United States has, generally speaking, been very unprofitable. 

1181. Do you think that this China trade to which you allude has merely 
fallen into the same position with almost all the shipping trade of the 
country ?-—When I left the China trade I turned my attention to cotton, 
which my friends and connexions in Lancashire were quite at home in, but 
I did not better myself much. 

1182. The commerce generally has been a losing occupation for many 
years past ?—I believe a good deal so. 

11 83. Were you ever concerned in a whole cargo to China ?—Merely as 
shipper on freight. 

1184. To what extent ?—As my capital increased my business increased, 
commencing moderately. 

1185. That is the practice in the American trade ?—Yes. 

1186. When you speqjc of the foreign trade of the United States being a 
losing one, do you mean to apply that remark to the import of raw materials 
into this country, or the whole course of trade, including the import and 
export trade?—I believe that a person who imported English drygoods 
judiciously, what I would term a practical man, even yet, under all the diffi¬ 
culties, makes a little money *, at least if he did not grow very rich, he would 
get a living, I think, with economy. 

1187 . The profit made is chiefly on the export of manufactures from this 
country to America?—The commerce of the United States is very exten¬ 
sive ; and various persons who export colonial and domestic produce often 
lose money. Persons who import English goods on a moderate scale, and 
have judicious agents in this country, I believe, are rather benefited, but 
riot materially, of late. 

1188. The benefit of the trade, upon the whole, consists more in the 
profit on the manufactured article than in the exportation of the raw mate¬ 
rial ?—^Yes, I think so. Importers of French goods do well sometimes ; but 
to these points I cannot speak explicitly. 

1189 . Have you ever imported any China silk goods?—I have done so. 

1190 . Have you ever imported any raw silk ?—-Never, 

1191. Has the profit on China silk goods been equal to that on tea ?-— I 
think, on the whole, better. 

1192 . Have you ever imported any nankeens ?—Yes. 

1198. W hat proportion of profits do nankeens bear to other articles im¬ 
ported ?-— The nankeens were often a bare article; sometimes they lay on 
hand. 3 J 

1194. Should 
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1194. Should you say that the demand in America for tea is increasing?— 
The population increases greatly, and the demand for tea increases with it. 
The usual breakfast is coffee j they drink tea in the afternoon. 

1195. Do the labouring classes in the United States drink tea as they do 
in this country ?—I believe they do. 

1196. Was there any export of tea from the United States to any of the 
southern ports of America?—A little, I think, but limited. I cannot speak 
to that; I have heard of it. 

1197. Do you know that any teas are smuggled into the Canadas?—I have 
heard much of that. I have been in Canada, and heard of it there, and I 
suppose it did exist: I have spoken to that in the former part of my evidence. 

1198. When you mentioned the quality of tea in America to be as good as 
that in England, did you refer to the fresh tea in America or the old tea ?— 
I believe the whole of the green teas, the hyson, the imperial, and gunpowder, 
to be as good tea as can be produced, in my opinion. 

1199. As good tea as there is here ?—Yes, I think so j they have been 
bought for Spanish dollars, 

1200. Do you refer to the fresh teas of those descriptions, or the year-old 
teas of those descriptions?—I refer to the teas generally, when they are 
imported, being of as good quality as can be procured. 


Lunce, 1° die Martii y 1830. 

JOHN FRANCIS DAVIS, Esq. again called in, and examined. 

1201. The Committee understand that trade, on the part of the East- India 
Company, is given in shares to the Hong merchants ; will you state thepro- 
portion of those shares?-—The shares are in number twenty-one ; of which 
the chief Hong merchant has four, the four next three, and the two last two 
and a half each. 

1202. Are there not some of the Hong merchants insolvent ?—Certainly 
not; they are all in full trade. 

1203. Do each of them really receive those shares of the trade?—Some of 
them receive more, according to the teas which may be at their disposal 
beyond the actual contracts, Those proportions apply only to what are called 
the contract teas, about three-fifths of the Company’s investment. The 
remaining two-fifths are left to be filledup by casual tenders on the part of 
those who may have the best teas to offer. 

1204. Are the casual tenders always from the Hong merchants, and never 
from any other party ?—From the Hong merchants. 

1205. Are 
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March 1830. 120 5. Are those shares considered of value ?—As regards the teas, but 

—- otherwise as regards the imports; for the Hong merchants sustain a loss upon 
/'. Davis, Esq. a great number of imports. 

1206. Upon the whole you consider them valuable ?—They must be so. 

1207 . Have you ever heard them estimated at any certain amount ?—I 
have heard such conjectural estimates; but they must be mere guesses, as 
we cannot have access to their books. 

1208. Have you ever known them to be sold?—Certainly not} it is quite 
out of my knowledge. 

1209. Did you ever bear that each share was reckoned worth 40,000 
dollars ?—It must be a guess on the part of the person that reckoned it. 

1210. With respect to contract teas, is the contract made each year?—It 
is made in the preceding season for the subsequent one. 

1211. And the price then settled?—Always, in reference to each denomi¬ 
nation of tea. There is a descending scale of prices ; and in reference to the 
tea which may be produced under each class, the price is settled. 

1212. Is that series of price settlec! every year, or does it go on from year 
to year ?—The series of prices, in reference to qualities, is settled, and has 
been for some time. One difference I recollect that lately took place } it 
was a general reduction in the prices of teas, one tale under every character. 
It took place in the year 1825, and was in favour of the Company to the 
amount of about £20,000, 

1213. Then, with the exception of that diminution, the prices for each 
class of tea have been settled for some time ?—They have. 

1214. Do you remember how long?—I cannot state exactly. 

1215. But from 1825 to the present moment the same price has been given? 
—Yes, generally. 

1216. Are the teas that are not contract teas purchased also according to 
a scale of prices, or according to the market price ?-—They are purchased in 
reference to their quality, and according to the scale. 

1217. That is, in fact, upon the same rule with respect to price as the 
contract teas ?—-No} they are necessarily lower in price, being lower in 
quality. 

1218. What do you call the teas which are not contract teas?-—There is a 
certain portion called “winter teas}” the remainder must be described by 
the negative term, “ not contract teas.” 

1219 . According to their quality, would the teas that are not contract teas 
be purchased by the Company at the same rate as the contract teas?—-No; 
they are always understood to be lower. 

1220. In 
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1220. In what proportion are they lower?—The proportion must be 
gathered from the total; it is impossible for me to state it. 

1221. Upon what ground is it that they are lower?—On the ground of their 
being inferior, or perhaps old teas. 

1222. Are they always old teas?—Not always; but upon the ground of 
their being generally inferior. 

1223. Is there not a portion of the winter teas which is of a superior 
quality of tea?—The winter teas are always purchased in the current season 
for shipment in the subsequent season. They are what were rejected as “con¬ 
tracts they were below contract quality, and are taken at a very reduced 
price. 

1224. Are they invariably below?—They must be below, having been 
offered as contracts, and not accepted. 

1225. Then are the Committee to understand, that all the tea which is not 
contract tea, has been rejected in the antecedent year as contract tea? In 
the current year—not all; only the winter tea. 

1226. But the other portions, which are not winter teas, have not been 
rejected ?—Those which are not winter teas have not been rejected. 

1227» What proportion do those which have not been rejected beai to those 
which have been rejected ?—It is very difficult for me to state, because t.he 
quantity of the winter teas varies in different seasons. 

1228. Can you furnish the Committee with an account, tor two oi three 
years, of the proportions of the teas?—The total investment of. the Company s 
black teas is about 270,000 chests, of which the contracts are three-fifths. 
Of winter teas there are, I think, about 20,000 chests; but this varies. 

1229. The winter teas being the rejected teas of the antecedent year?— 
Of the season antecedent to their shipment. Ihey are purdiased in Februaiy, 
and shipped in the subsequent October or November. They aie rejectee, 
not as being positively bad, but as being comparatively inferior to the fug \ 
class called contract. 

1230. Then the prices paid by the Company are settled according to the 
scale, and without reference to the market price of the day ?—i es; but they 
are lower than the contracts. They are settled according to the scale, su - 
ject to change and alteration. The Company has always regulates the marke 
price of teas. 

1231. When did any change take place?—The last considerable change 
took place in 1825, but I will not say that some denominations have not been 
lowered since. 

1232. How is the price fixed upon this scale ?—The price is fixed according 
to a certain classification under each denomination. There are not less than 
ten classes under each denomination ; for instance, under the denomination 

of congo, there are, in fact, more than ten classes. 

& ’ 1233. Between 
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1238. Between what parties is it that this price is fixed ?—Between the 
buyers and the sellers: between the Hong and the Company. 

1284. Do you know whether the teas that are sent to Canada are purchased 
by the Company according to the same scale of price as those sent to this 
country ?—They are not contract teas; they are of a lower description. 

1235. Do they form any proportion of the shares which the Hong mer¬ 
chants supply by contract ?—No $ the whole consignment is to the amount 
of not more than £100,000. 

1236. Those are not purchased then according to this scale of price?— 
They are purchased according to the price which the Company choose to affix 
to each quality. 

1237- Are they higher or lower?—They are lower than the contracts, and 
of a lower quality. 

1238. In proportion to the quality, are they lower than the contract teas ? 
—I believe the price is proportioned, as well as can be, to the real value of 
the commodity in both cases. 

1239. Can you speak positively to that?—I should say decidedly. 

1240. How a,re the prices of woollens, which the Hong merchants take, 
affixed ?—According to the demand. 

1241. The same way as the teas?—Yes; except that the relative situation 
of the parties dealing becomes changed. The one become sellers, and the 
other buyers. 

1242. But still it is a mutual agreement between the parties ?—Certainly. 
I would add, that the last consignment of woollens to China, it is estimated, 
will yield a profit upon the whole, if the prices remain the same as they were 
by the last accounts. 

1243. Supposing then, in so far as the value of woollens goes, that there 
were an arbitrary price put upon the woollens and upon the tea, it does not 
follow that we should ascertain the exact value of the teas purchased by the 
Company ?—They must both be regulated according to the best conception 
that the two parties have of the supply and the demand. 

1244. But they are not regulated according to the price of the day in 
either instance ?—They must be; the market price of the day must be as 
much as the sellers can get, and as little as the buyers can manage to give. 

1245. When the Americans entered into the trade of supplying Canton 
with manufactured goods, did the'price of the manufactured article fall in 
the Canton market?—Certainly it did. 

1246. Did the price of the woollens that the Company furnished to the 
Hong at the same time sustain a corresponding failure?—They certainly 
fell; the Company had to complain of a fall. 

1247. To what extent ?—I cannot tell exactly. 


1248. Are 
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1248. Are there any minutes kept of the agreements between the Hong 
and the supercargoes ?—They are all on the Company’s records 

1249. Do you remember when the last arrangement ynz3 made between the 
Hong and the supercargoes, with respect to the price of woollens ?—The 
arrangement takes places every year, with reference to the supply and the 
demand. 


1250. Do the prices vary every year?—Certainly. 

1251. But not of the teas ?—-Yes, I have said before that they did. There 
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was a variation in the whole investment in the year 1825, since which time 
I cannot exactly speak to particulars. 

1252. Are you aware that if tea was purchased in the market of Canton, 
for ready money for instance, it might be bought at much lower rates than 
those paid by the Company ?—I think the evidence I heard in this room 
went to prove that. That what the Americans call a rich ship, that is, a ship 
freighted with dollars, will always be more welcome to the Chinese than a 
ship freighted with manufactures. 

1253. Do you know the proportion in which teas so purchased for ready 
money would vary from the contract prices paid for the teas, supposing the 
quality to be the same ?—Except that it would be lower for cash, I cannot 
speak exactly. 

1254. Do you conceive that there would be a difference, upon boheafor 
instance, of from 9 d. paid by the Company to 5d. and a fraction paid by the 
Americans ?—The denominations of teas can be no guide whatever with 
reference to the value of the teas. There is as much difference between the 
quality of teas of the same denomination, as there is between wine sold at a 
tavern and that drunk at a gentleman’s table, although they are both called 
Sherry or Madeira. 

1255. Are there no means of comparison at all between the prices paid in 
the market of Canton, and the contract prices of the Company’s teas ?— 
They are both in proportion to the real value of the commodity; and the 
contract teas are of a very high quality. I am not aware that they are bought 
by any but the Company in general. 

1256. In the year 1825, when a different arrangement took place about 
price, was there a meeting between the Hong merchants generally and the 
supercargoes with respect to that alteration in price ?—That would be the 
way in which such a measure must be operated. 

1257. Do you remember whether it did actually take place ?—No doubt 
it did. 

1258. Are there any minutes of it ?—There are the fullest minutes of 
every transaction that takes place regularly sent home, in what are called 
* Public Consultations,’ to the India-House, 

T 1259. Can 
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1459 . Can you inform the Committee of the particulars of an arrange¬ 
ment entered into between the Select Committee and the supercargoes and 
the Hong merchants in the year 1828, not long after the failure of the 
security-merchant Manhop?—There are complete minutes upon the subject 
at the India-House; and they are of better authority than I am, for I hap¬ 
pened from necessity to be absent from the spot at that period. 

1260. Do you recollect what the substance of the agreement was; whether 
it was not agreed by the Hong merchants, under a penalty of 20,000 dollars 
or some such sum, to be paid by any Hong merchant who should, after a 
certain date, grant a license for the sale of any foreign imports to any other 
person than a Hong merchant, or to ship oft’ any goods purchased from an 
outside merchant ?—This arrangement among the Hong merchants took 
place entirely without the instigation of the committee, or their interference. 
It was in consequence of this edict from the Hoppo :— 

« From his Excellency the Hoppo, Wan Ta-Jin, to the Linguists Achow 

and others: 

“ It has been found out that some persons who formerly opened shops for Euro¬ 
pean wares, have entered the ^merchants’ hongs and clandestinely do business with 
foreigners; but foreign ships coining to Canton are restricted, in all their imports 
and exports, to deal with the Hong merchants. If native shopmen carry on a 
clandestine commerce, the law accounts it a treasonable intercourse. The severity 
of the law is to prevent frauds on the revenue. But the shopmen evade the law by 
forming connections with the Hong merchants, gradually entering and assuming a 
false pretence of superintending the Hong concerns, carry on their illegal shops 
with the foreigners, and bring up and send down cargoes in the name of the Hong. 
The merchants connive at it, and the linguists receive bribes to report the duties. 
But it is forgotten that large debts for duties are accumulated, and foreign claims 
increased, and the Hong merchants are eventually injured. The best way to pre¬ 
vent future evils is to be careful beforehand. Besides ordering Howqua and the 
other merchants to examine whether there be any shopmen in the Hongs or not, 
and forthwith to expel them instead of retaining them to carry On an illicit com¬ 
merce with foreigners, and declaring that if any dare to disobey this order, on the 
facts being discovered, the goods will be confiscated, and the shopmen delivered 
over to the local government to be punished. Besides doing these things, an order 
is hereby issued to the linguists, requiring them to act according to the tenour of 
this; and hereafter should any shopmen clandestinely enter the hongs and deal with 
the foreigners, the linguists are disallowed to report their goods at the custom¬ 
house, and are required to give information to government that the goods may be 
confiscated. Should the linguists openly assent to and secretly oppose this order, 
and as before report goods at the custom-house, the moment it is discovered they 
Will be severely punished.—Dec. 17th,' 1827.” 

1261. Are there not frequent proclamations or edicts by the Viceroy and 
by the Hoppo against smuggling of every kind ?—-This was a more particular 
one, in consequence of the successive failure of three of the Hong merchants. 

1262. Are not frequent proclamations of that kind issued against 
smuggling and illegal transactions ?—Not so frequently against what is 
called the “ outside trade” as against the opium trade. 

1263. Are 
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1263. Are not those considered matters of course, and does not smuggling l Maic .i J 8.3). 
go on increasing notwithstanding ?—1 would confine the observation to ^ ^ ziavis, Esq. 
opium, because that is a contraband article which cannot pay duties. ■ 

edict quoted is quite of a different description. I have not known more 
than three or four since my residence in the country, I remember one in 
1817, when the Company interfered in favour of the shopmen, and requested 
the goverment to allow them to trade to a certain extent with the ships 
without being subject to the interference of the Hong merchants. I hat 
application failed; and it appears that there were two hundred shops soon 
after shut up by order of the government. This last was without any 
complaint on the part of the Hong; it was a spontaneous act on the part of 
the government. 

1264. Are the Committee to understand that the Company entered into 
no arrangement with the Hong merchants in consequence of that?—The 
Company had that year suffered very much by the abstraction from their 
contracts of teas of which they had always been accustomed to have the 
first choice ; and the Committee then thought, that as they had suffered in 
that year’s investment, it was for the interest of the Company to endeavour 
to maintain their accustomed advantage. The Court did not enter into 
these views to their full extent, and the resolution of the Committee has 
been altered ; but they did at the moment think that it was for the interest 
of the Company to tell those Hong merchants, whom they suspected ot 
conniving at the system, that if any individual of their body contributed 
again to the injury of the Company’s investment, for the sake of a higher 
price, the Company would diminish their dealings with him. 

1265. Did they not state to the Hong merchants that they reserved to 
themselves the right of depriving such Hong merchant of any share of the 
Company’s trade, if they should again grant parcels or permit facilities to 
the outside merchants to deal with the Americans arid other traders ? It 
did not extend to the general trade in articles which had always been allowed 
to the shopmen. It was with reference to teas more especially; with 
reference to matters which affected the Company’s investment and the 
Company’s interests. 

1266. As regarded tea alone, did they make their intention known to the 
Hong merchants ?—-»Yes; they told them that if they found^ their investment 
suffered, they should consider it their duty to show their disapprobation, by 
dealing less with the merchants who connived at it. 

1267. Are the Committee to understand that* Chinese were themselves 
anxious to deal with Americans and others, and thereby abstracted a portion? 
of the Company’s trade, but that the Company’s servants interfered to 
prevent it ?—The Company’s servants at that time thought it was their auty 
to preserve the first choice, which they had always enjoyed, of those supe¬ 
rior teas; and they thought they could do this in no other way, than by 
telling the merchants that they would deal less with any individual of their 
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1 March 1830. body who injured the Company’s interests by 
system. 

1268 . In fact, they were anxious to keep up that preference which they 
had in the choice of teas, notwithstanding the outside merchants wished to 
deal with others ?—They did; but the idea has been since given up, in con¬ 
sequence of the receipt of a reply from the Court, saying they thought it 
was better to let things take their natural course. 

1269. Then, in fact, did matters revert to their old channel, notwith¬ 
standing the edict you have now read ?—Certainly not, with regard to all 
com modities. It is still held by the Canton government to be traitorous for 
an outside dealer to deal in certain staple articles. 

1270 . Can you state any instance in which the government ljas acted on 
the spirit of that edict, and punished any outside merchant for dealing with 
Americans or any other foreigners ?—I have not yet heard of any instance 
since that edict. 

1271. What is the Chinese punishment for treason; what penalty would 
attach to that class of treason which is designated by this trade?—Treason, 
strictly speaking, is the highest crime that can happen under a despotism ; 
and in China entails the highest punishment. What sort of treason dealing 
with foreigners is, I am not aware; but it might probably be punished by 
banishment for life to Tartary. 

1272 . Have you ever known that punishment inflicted for that offence ?— 
Soon after the Company’s interference in 1817 , two hundred shopmen were 
taken up and punished : the least punishment, I believe, was the confisca¬ 
tion of their goods. 

1273. At what time was that ?—In the year 1817- 

1274. Have you ever known such a proceeding taken at any other 
period ?—Constantly ; it has happened every two or three years since I have 
been in the service, that outside men have been apprehended. It is for the 
purpose of extorting money from them. 

1275. Has it, in point of fact, interrupted the proceedings of the 
outside merchants ?—It never can entirely. I consider the outside trade at 
Canton to be perfectly secure in regard to certain permitted commodities, 
but not in regard to the others. 

1276 . Have you ever heard that outside merchants have given sums of 
money, 5,000 or 10,000 dollars, to the Hong merchants, for their pass to 
cover certain exports, which legally they could not send without the Hong- 
merchants’ authority ?—They have, I believe, bribed them. 

1277. Has not that been of very frequent occurrence?—I believe that no 
outside dealer, where his business is illegal, can manage well to carry on 
such transactions without bribing the Hong merchants. It is a sort of tax 
on the outside trade. 
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1278. The Committee understand from you that the Hong merchants 1 March lh»o. 
have legally a monopoly of the trade from the port of Canton ? In staples, j F jj av j S} 

1279. I)o you mean in the trade with Europe and India?—The Chinese 
do not discriminate between the places from which foreigners come. 

1280. Do you recollect any articles which are excepted from that mono¬ 
poly ?_There is one which, I believe, is now excepted, namely, silk piece- 

goods ; it is a trade which the Hong merchants cannot carry on, being a 
business of detail, fit only for the outside dealers. 

1281. Did not that take place in 1828 by proclamation ?—The pro¬ 
clamations were against free trade ; but silk has been allowed to the outside 
dealers. 

1282. Then except silk piece-goods all other articles are considered 
illegal, if they do not go through the Hong merchants ?—Besides silk piece- 
goods, there are a variety of trifling things. The daily wants of a foreigner 
at Canton must be supplied from the shops; for instance, a man could not 
go and buy a pair of shoes from Hovvqua. There are, besides, sugar-candy, 
and mats, and things of that kind. 

1283. Are you aware of sums of money being paid by the outside 
merchants to the Hoppofor the privilege of exporting?—I am not aware of 
that; I should say, they were paid to the Hong merchants. The Hoppo 
is in a situation too high to admit of bargains between him and the outside 
dealers. I should think the bribes were paid, in part, to the underlings ol 
the Hoppo. 

1284. Will you state what the office of the Hoppo is, and what his duties 
are, and the importance of them ?—He is the third civil officer in rank at 
Canton; he ranks after the governor of the province ; and he is chief com¬ 
missioner of the customs. His duty is to superintend the foreign trade in 
general. 

1285. Are you aware whether he is paid by salary or by commission ?—I 
believe that, under that corrupt government, he receives very little positive 
salary, and is allowed principally to pay himself. Most of the situations 
connected with foreign trade are sold to the best bidder, who remunerates 
himself as he can. 

1286. Have you not heard that that is principally done by conniving at 
evasions of the revenue ?—I believe that it is to a considerable extent, and 
by sums that he wrings from the Hong merchants; in every way, in fact, 
that he can obtain money. 

1287* Are the Committee to understand that there is a disposition, on the 
part of the Chinese outside merchants, to deal with foreigners, but that the 
Hong, by the privileges which they possess, restrain them ?-—I should say, 
that there is necessarily a disposition, on the part of the outside dealers, to 
participate in the lucrative trade with foreigners, but that both the govern¬ 
ment and the Hong merchants are, from interest, opposed to it; the govern¬ 
ment 
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ment, because they are more secure of their revenues if they come regu¬ 
larly ; and the Hong merchants, naturally, with that self-love which leads 
every man to do the best for himself and the body to which he belongs. 

1288. But you say that the government have relaxed in some of the 
regulations in favour of the outside merchants ?—I believe that in one 
article they have, either by positive connivance or by positive enactment, 
allowed the silk trade to the outside dealers. 

1289* Was there any written contract, on the occasion that has been 
mentioned, between the supercargoes and the Hong merchants ?—I believe 
that it was, just in so many words, addressed to those Hong merchants 
whom they suspected of having assisted in depriving them of their accus¬ 
tomed choice of teas, that they would show their displeasure towards any 
Hong merchants who contributed to it, by dealing less with them than with 
the others. 

1290. Have you any knowledge of a letter addressed by the American 
agent to the chief of the Select Committee, remonstrating against such part 
of the arrangement in question as involved his interest as an American ?— 
Some of the Americans (for all of them would not sign these petitions to 
the government) had endeavoured to bring the British into odium with the 
Chinese. I think on the Company’s records there is copy of an address of 
theirs, saying that the British had set themselves up in opposition to the 
Emperor—a charge of the most injurious cast in such a country as China; 
and we at that moment felt that we owed so little to the Americans, and 
particularly to this individual, that we returned a very short answer. He 
wanted us to assist him on some occasion, and we returned him a very 
laconic answer, from the feeling that we owed him very little. 

1291. Is that letter and that answer on record?—I think they both are on 
record. This petition had not been signed by all the Americans. 

1292. Are you aware whether the American merchants at Canton, on 
finding that their trade with the outside merchants was put an end to by 
the arrangement made between the supercargoes and the Hong, held a 
meeting and resolved to petition the Viceroy against such proceeding ?—I 
believe that those individuals of the Americans who had signed this previous 
petition, did repeat their application through the medium of the Hong mer¬ 
chants. 

1293. Have you ever seen a copy or translation of that joetition sent in by 
the Americans ?—I saw some five or six of them j but with regard to that 
particular one, I cannot say. 

1294'. Did not one of t hese petitions to the Viceroy charge the agents of 
the East-India Company directly with having originated the arrangement 
which the Americans considered so prejudical to their interest ?—If they did 
make that assertion, the records will show that it was incorrect, 

1295. According 
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1295. According to your recollection, was that the allegation in their peti¬ 
tion ?—.It might have been their allegation ; but if it was so, I must deny the 

truth of it. , . . 

1296 Are you aware whether any answer was sent to that petition from 
the Chinese authorities ?—Yes; but the tenour of it I cannot speak to. There 
was so much correspondence that I cannot speak positively to any individual 

document. 

1®97 Have you ever seen the answer of the government to the American 
application ?—I dare say 1 did, but its exact tenour I cannot charge my 

memory with. . 

1^98 Do you recollect whether that proclamation for the first tune legal- 
ized the transactions of foreigners with outside merchants?—I should say 
that there is no material difference at this moment with regard to the real 
state of the trade, except in the article of silk piece-goods. 1 have heard, 
though I cannot speak positively from my own recollection, as it did not con¬ 
cern us, that manufactured silk has been added to the other things that were 
before allowed to the outside dealers. 

1299. Did it not, to the best of your recollection, as regarded the export 
of manufactured silks, and the import of all cotton manufactures, legalize 
the trade with the outside dealers?—Yes, I think it did ; it admitted those 
things to the list which before existed of the trade permitted to the outside 

dealers. . _ 

1300. Will you have the goodness to read, from the Canton Register 01 
the 2d of August 1828, a statement therein contained of a proclamation 
concerning the trade carried on by shopmen, dated July 14th, 1828. 

[The witness read the same, as follows :] 

“ Proclamation concerning the Trade carried on by Shopmen; dated 

July 14th 1828, 

“ Le, governor of Canton, &c. &c. with Yen, commissioner of customs at the 
port of Canton, hereby make known regulations agreed upon tor carrying on com¬ 
merce between native shopmen and foreign merchants of all nations, and requne 

obedience to the same. , . , , ._, 

“ The treasurer and judge of Canton having received orders to meet and deh- 
berate ou the subject, reported to me, the governor, as follows: ., 

“ ‘ We being commanded to meet and deliberate on regulations tor the trade 
between native shopmen and foreign merchants, ordered the Kwongchowtoo to 
unite with the Nanhae and Pwangu magistrates and examine the old records on the 
subject, then consult and state their opinion. They did so, and laid the result >c o t 
us, when we came to the following resolutions: 

« ‘ Foreign merchants of all nations coming to Canton were formerly restricted,. 
in their dealings with shopmen, to leather shoes, china-ware, &c. eight articles. 
Exclusive of these, all imports and exports were confined to the Hong mercliants, 
who were made responsible for the duties, to prevent smuggling and such ne at 10 s 
proceedings. The linguists were appointed solely for interpreting, and were not 
responsible for trade. It is proper to keep them on the old footing, in conloi retry 
with existing laws. ((t 
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1 Mat ch 1830. “ c But theHong merchants have now represented, that the Americans are desirous 

_ to be allowed to trade either with shopmen or Hong merchants as they please, 

J. F. Davis Esc/. whether for great or small commodities. And of late, foreign ships in greater 
numbers have come to Canton, in which are a great many trading skippers, tor 
whom the eight articles to which they were restricted are insufficient. The cir¬ 
cumstances of present and former times are different. That on deliberation, they 
would make out a list of the larger articles of import and export cargo to be con¬ 
fined to the Hong merchants, and earnestly soliciting a change of the law, which 
would be showing compassion to the remote foreigners, and be beneficial at home. 
This was their motive. 

“ 4 We (the treasurer and judge) commanded the officers before named to examine 
into the subject and report, which they did. It is proper for us now to state the 
result; which is, that a list be made out of exports, tea , raw silk , &c. 24 articles ; 
and of imports, woollens , camlets , &c. 53 articles; all of which large commodities 
the shopmen shall be prohibited from dealing in. 

“ 4 All other goods not inserted in the list, whether exports or imports, coarse 
or heavy commodities, miscellaneous articles and eatables, shall be left free to the 
foreign merchants to deal with shopmen, and shall be shipped off by Hong mer¬ 
chants, who are to be responsible for the duties . As to worked silks, since they are 
not brought from Soochow or Hongchow, but woven from time to time by natives of 
Canton when applied for by the foreign merchants, and since the Hong merchants 
say that this practice is expedient, both for foreigners and natives, it is right togrant 
their request [to leave silks free]. 

u 4 All coarse and miscellaneous articles not inserted in the list are free to the 
foreign merchant who now chooses to deal with shopmen. But hereafter, if the 
shopmen incur debts, the Mandarin ?nerchants shall not be implicated. The foreign 
merchant must, in all such cases, be left to himself to clear his account. 

u 4 With respect to shopmen dealing with foreigners* it is inexpedient to leave 
them without some one to inspect their conduct. We (the treasurer and judge) 
request that it may be made the duty of the Hong merchants and linguists to 
examine from time to time, and should there be any smuggling, the Hong mer¬ 
chants shall be responsible, and the linguists brought up and punished. This change 
seems required by the times ; and since the foreigners will he compassionated, the 
merchants accommodated, and the responsibility fixed, there will be no loss to the 
revenue , nor any obstacle from the laws. 

44 4 Having received orders to examine and consult, we now submit whether these 
suggestions be right or not, and wait for instructions to promulgate them. We 
moreover request that a communication may be made to the Hoppo to examine and 
conform'. 

46 These statements have come before me, the governor; and as the deliberations 
are completed, I direct, in accordance with the above suggestions, a list to be made 
out of exports—tea, raw silk, &e. 24 articles. [Here he quotes, verbatim , the pre¬ 
ceding paragraphs, and desires the Hoppo to issue a proclamation in their united 
names to the Hong merchants, to communicate the orders of government to the 
foreigners of all nations, and to the native shopmen, that one and all of them may 
yield obedience to the same.] 

“ Thus the affair comes before me, the Hoppo; and I hereby issue, in the name 
of the governor and Hoppo, the following orders. [Here he repeats, verbatim , 
the preceding, and then adds]-— 

44 Let merchants, foreigners, linguists and shopmen, all be hereby fully informed, 
that hereafter they are required implicitly to obey the preceding regulations, to 
examine and conform their dealings to the list of exports and imports hereto 
annexed. Hong merchants alone are allowed to trade in the articles therein men¬ 
tioned. Shopmen are not permitted to have any secret intercourse with foreigners. 
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u Of the wrought silks, each shop is to be limited to 8,000 catties. The said 
shopmen are permitted to deal with foreigners only in miscellaneous articles, not in 
the great articles of commerce. 

“ The foreign merchant, in dealing with shopmen, has been required to give in 
a list, through the linguist, whose ears and eyes were near and can easily investigate. 
Hereafter, in reporting goods to be shipped off, he must distinguish clearly which 
belong to Hong merchants and which to shopmen. It is made the duty of the 
linguist to discriminate according to law, ere a permit be given. He is not allowed 
to confuse these things ; if he do, he will be severely punished. 

“ The linguists are besides, ordered to make out a list of all the foreign-goods 
shops, and whether the owners be substantial good people, and cause them'forth- 
with to present to government associated names for security, to be preserved on 
record. 

“ As to any debts that may hereafter be contracted by the shopmen, the foreigners 
themselves must mauage the affair. 

“ It is incumbent on the Hong merchants and linguists to examine and report 
on what is going on. If they presume to conceal what they know, and any clan¬ 
destine proceeding be educed, they will be severely prosecuted. Positively the 
governor’s and Hoppo’s words once gone forth, the law will follow. Positively no 
indulgence will be shown. Let every one implicitly obey. Oppose not this special 
edict. 

“List of the 24 Articles of Export, (confined to the Hongs.) 

“ 1. All sorts of teas. 2. Raw silk from Oakwong. 3. Silk prepared for weaving. 
4. Canton raw silk. 5. All sorts of cloth. 6. Native cassia. 7- Cassia buds. 8. 
Sugar-candy. 9. Sugar. 10. Tutenague. 11. Alum. 12. Cloves. 13. Nutmeg 
(or mace). 14. Quicksilver. 15. China camphor. 16. Rhubarb. 17. Galangal. 
i8. China root. 19. Vermilion. 20. Gamboge. 21. Damar. 22. Star anniseed. 
23. Pearl shells. 24. Cochineal. 

“ List of the 53 Articles of Import. 

“1. Worleys. 2. Dutch cam lists. 3. Camlets. 4. Long-ells 5. Eroad-cloths. 
6. Cuttings of cloth. 7- Sorts of camlets. 8. Florentines. 9. Ginseng. 10. San- 
dal-wood7 11. Birds’-nests. 12. Cloves. 13. Nutmegs. 14. Putchuck. 15. Gli- 
banum. 16. Malay camphor. 17- Elephants’ teeth. 18. Pepper. 19. Foreign 
tin. 20. Ditto lead. 21. Dittocopper. 22. Ditto steel. 23. Cotton. 24. Rattans. 
25. Betel-nut. 26. Smalts. 27. Prussian blue. 28. Biclio do Mar. 29. Fish 
maws. 30. Sharks’fins. 31. Materials for glass. 32. Ebony. 33. Sapan-wood. 
34. Cochineal, 35. Gum kine. 36. Myrrh. 37. Physic. 38. Assafostida. 39. 
Physic oil. 40. Quicksilver. 41. Foreign iron. 42. Wax. 43. Cutch. 44. Pearl 
shells. 45. Sago. 46. Undressed nests. 47. 48. Flints. 49. Borax. 

50. Amber. 51. Gold and silver thread. 52. All sorts of skins. 53. Mace.” 

1301. Does it appear by that proclamation through what authority the 
American petition was presented ?—It could only be presented through the 
medium, and in the words, of the Hong merchants. The question re¬ 
solves itself into the respective privileges which Americans and English pos¬ 
sess at Canton ; and in order to show that the Company have not been 
hostile to the Americans, 1 may state that I myself interfered, with the 
sanction of our Committee, in favour of an American named Ammidon, in 
1823, and availed myself of the knowledge I had of the Chinese language 
to write a petition for him to the authorities, complaining of the conduct of 
the Hong merchants. That petition was sent back unopened to the 
American, with a message to say, that no American could communicate 
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directly in the native language with the government. The individual’s 
grievance remains to this day unredressed. 

1302. Do not the Chinese government in that proclamation state that 
circumstances are changed, and that it is necessary for them to make 
alteration in their commercial regulations as regarded the outside mer¬ 
chants ?—It says that the eight articles are insufficient, and that therefore it 
is necessary to enlarge it by the addition of the articles stated, principally 
of silk manufactures. 

1303. Is it stated there that the Hong merchants shall have the pri¬ 
vilege of dealing only in a certain number of staple articles ?—-It does 
not prohibit them from dealing in other articles: it says, that they shall 
have the exclusive right of dealing in staple articles. 

1304. Are you aware that there is a list of “ enumerated articles,” which 
none but British ships can import into England?—There is, I belieVe, 
a regulation of that kind. 

1305. With reference to the estimation in which the English are held at 
Canton, have you ever seen or heard of placards in the Chinese language 
being posted up on the European factories, accusing the English of being 
the means of interrupting trade between foreigners and the outside mer¬ 
chants?—I believe there are placards put up by the Chinese occasionally 
against all foreigners, containing charges of a much more serious description 
than that; but 1 have not heard of those particular placards to which the 
question refers. Lampooning is very common in that country. They even 
placard the officers of their own government. 

1306. Have you known of any placards complaining of the interference 
of the East-India Company ?—.No; placards containing abuse of all 
foreigners 1 have heard of ‘frequently, but not of the particular placard 
alluded to. 

1307. Are you aware whether that proclamation has been , acted upon 
in regard to permitting the outside merchants to deal with foreigners? 

_I believe that the outside trade is now very much in the same state 

that it has always been at Canton. It was legalized, with regard to certain 
articles, befoire, and to that list some commodities have been since added. 

1308. In your former evidence you stated that the Chinese are decidedly 
an anti-commercial people; will you state any individual instance in which 
the Chinese have refused intercourse with foreigners?—They have excluded 
us from several ports to which we formerly had access. They have excluded 
the Russians from Canton. 

1309. Do you recollect the date when we were excluded?—Not exactly; 
but it was about the end of the seventeenth century, in consequence of 
the conquest of the Tartars. The Tartars became masters of China, and 
were, I suppose, more jealous than the former government, and accordingly 
excluded us from Amoy. 

1310. Have 
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1310. Have you ever heard that the Europeans excluded themselves from 
those ports to avoid the exactions made by the Chinese authorities ?—No: 1 
believe they were positively excluded by an act of the government} l 
believe they would not be admitted there now. I have seen edicts from 
the government, saying that foreign trade must be confined to Canton. 

1311. Have you any idea of what the extent of the tea trade to England 
was at that time ?—It was very inconsiderable, compared with our present 
trade. r 

1312. Are the Committee then to understand that the tea trade to Eng¬ 
land, now so large, has grown up since Europeans were excluded from 
Amoy ?—Certainly. 

1313. Is not that new trade beneficial to the people of China ?—It would 
be more beneficial (because I conceive it would be larger) if it were nearer 
to the centre of the empire. That very great accession to the prices of tea, 
which arises from the long land-carriage, would be avoided, if the trade were 
nearer to the tea provinces. 

1314. Must not so large a trade be beneficial to the country ?—-It cannot 
but be beneficial, as far as it goes. 

1315. If the trade is beneficial, on what grounds do you suppose the 
government to be decidedly hostile to increase that trade ?-—Because it is 
decidedly hostile to foreign intercourse. The institutions of the country 
are built on the maxims of their great philosopher, Confucius ; and it was a 
leading precept of his to avoid intercourse with foreigners—“ to despise 
foreign commodities}” those are his words. The sacred books of the 
Chinese are different from the sacred boobs of most other countries $ they 
are not so much religious books, as treatises on ethics and on government ; 
and as long as the Chinese venerate those books, so long will the institutions 
built upon those books remain more or less unchanged. 

1316. Does the veneration of the Chinese, whatever may be its appear¬ 
ance practically, prevent them from carrying on a foreign trade?—Principles 
of government that are absolutely preposterous in themselves, and contrary 
to the dispositions of human nature, must in fact render themselves futile 
to a certain extent; and to that extent the foreign trade prevails in China. 

1317. Are you aware that the port charges on vessels going to Amoy are 
much higher than those on vessels trading to Canton, even taking the 
Chinese junks?—I should think there is no difference between native 
vessels ; all the extortion and the tyranny is chiefly in regard to foreigners. 

1318. If it should be the fact that the port charges at Amoy for Chinese 
junks are higher than the port charges at Canton, might not that in some 
measure account for the cessation of trade to that port ?—I really cannot 
speak to the difference of charges on native vessels. 

1319. Can you speak as to the difference of charge which may exist at 
Amoy and at Canton with respect to foreign vessels?—I can only speak 
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Mandarins. 

1320. When you talk of the exorbitancy of the charges, do you mean 
any excess of charge at Amoy as compared with Canton ?—I should judge, 
from the result, that they were higher at Amoy. 

1321. Were not the Spaniards the only nation that had the privilege of 
trading to Amoy ?—All foreigners possessed that right formerly. 

1322. Did not the Spaniards continue to have that right later than any 
other nation ?—They had the nominal privilege ; but that was rendered 
nugatory by the obstacles they experienced. 

1323. How lately have they abandoned it ?—Within the last twenty years 
one attempt was made, which proved unsuccessful. I should say, that all the 
ports of China are virtually as completely shut to Europeans as the ports of 
Japan, with the exception of the Dutch. 

1324. Do you conceive the port of Amoy to be shut to all British vessels? 
-—Certainly. 

1325. As the trading intercourse in China of European subjects has in¬ 
creased, does it not show that the anti-commercial spirit is somewhat dimi¬ 
nished ?—I should say, that it was the operation of the interests of individuals 
against a preposterous policy. 

1326 . Does not that interest answer the same end ?—It must be checked, 
to a certain extent, by the spirit and conduct of the government. The 
trade would be infinitely greater, if we had access to several ports of the 
empire. 

1327. You have stated that the Chinese government are aware of the 
advantage of the great trade with Canton?—I cannot say that they ever 
expressed themselves so, but very much the reverse : it may be inferred that 
they value it, to the extent of the revenue which they derive from it, and 
which is very inconsiderable in proportion to the revenues of the empire. 
They would value it less, as they lost this revenue by the growth of smuggling. 

1328. What is the amount of revenue remitted annually by the Hong ?—I 
have heard it stated at 2 , 000,000 of tales ; but that is a trifling sum. 

1329 . Is not that about £650,000 a year ?—It is. 

1330. Does that amount include the port charges of the port of Canton ? 

_j should think it does; that on whatever grounds it is calculated, it includes 

every source of profit to the government. 

1331 Are there any local charges upon the trade at Canton, independently 
of the o'overnment duties?—I should think that the heaviest charge on the 
foreign trade at Canton was in the shape of extortion; much heavier than 
what finds its way to the coffers of the Emperor. 


1332. Inde- 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 157 

1382. Independently of extortion, is there any portion of the charges 
upon the trade which is locally appropriated at Canton I here is a charge 
called the consoo charge, for the benefit of the corporation of Hong mer¬ 
chants. 

1333. Have you ever seen in the Canton Register, that the Hoppo, or 
treasurer of the place, is stated to have remitted annually to Pekin between 
1 , 900,000 and 2 , 000,000 of tales?—I may have seen it., but I should not 
found art opinion on any thing that I saw in the Canton Register : it is not a 
work of sufficient authority. 

1334. Are you aware whether the revenue remitted is merely the revenue 
on imports, or does it comprise the transit duties also ?—-It must, include the 
revenue of exports also; for the Chinese charge a tax of 3d. a pound on the 
shipment of teas at Canton. 

1335. Are you aware whether the Chinese levy at Canton any duties in 
kind?—I am not aware of any such duties at present, ihere are a few 
clocks and watches, and such things, which are annually sent up to the 
Emperor. 

1336 . Are you not aware that the port charges go to the Hoppo, as his 
private perquisite ?—No; there is a proportion of about one-half which goes 
to the Hoppo : the other ought to find its way to the Emperor. 

1337* In your former evidence you stated that the government of China 
is as independent of foreign trade as that of any country in the world : how 
do you reconcile that with the statement afterwards given, that in 1814, 
when the English supercargoes suspended the foreign trade for six months, 
the government were so much affected, that they yielded to the terms dic¬ 
tated by the East-India Company?—I do not think that goes to contradict 
my former assertion, “ that it is as independent as any government in the 
world,” though it was thought proper in that case, by the local authorities of 
Canton, to continue this trade with foreigners. The English were (at that 
moment of war) the only traders at Canton ; and if they had been excluded, 
all trade must have ceased. 

1338. Have you ever heard what proportion of the population are main¬ 
tained in growing teas ?—I cannot speak to that. VI e do not know what 
their whole population is, nor, accordingly, any fractional part of it 5 our 
sources of information are so unsatisfactory. Even their own books seem 
most contradictory, and to be founded on no grounds that can be relied on. 

1339. Do you mean to say that the Chinese government so long established, 
have no statistical tables or estimates, accessible to foreigners, of the popula¬ 
tion of the different districts?—I have seen one of those accounts, in which 
the population is made to be about 250,000,000; but I do not attach a great 
deal of faith to the correctness of it. 

1340. Are you to be understood to state, that the provinces of lokien and 
Kiangnan are principally employed in rearing tea?—Fokien, Kiangnan, 
Tchekiang, and Kiangsee. 

1341. Irom 
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-—- lower classes to live? Is not there a great competition for labour?—-I do 

J. 1. Davisi Lsq. not think there is much more abject, miserable poverty there, than in many 
other countries of the world : I am sorry to say, than in our own : I mean in 
proportion to the population. 

134)2. Are not wages low in China generally ?—Wages are low, but the 
wants of the people are rendered comparatively few by the superiority of their 
climate : they are more independent of clothing, and lodging, and fire, than 
the inhabitants of colder countries. 

1343. Has it not come to your knowledge, that there have been frequent 
rebellions and disturbances in different provinces in China ?—From famines. 

1844. What would be the effect, in your opinion, on a dense population 
like that of China, if the foreign trade, admitted by the statements to be so 
large, was suspended. Would it not add very much to the distress existing 
there ?—It might to the local distress of Canton, but I do not think it 
would be felt out of the province of Canton ; except, perhaps, iu the tea 
districts. 

1845. Are not those tea districts extensive, and their population numerous ? 
-—They must be large, judging from the quantity of tea which we export, 
and which is known. 

1346. Do you not consider that very serious evils affecting the govern¬ 
ment would arise if their foreign trade was put an end to?-~I am not 
aware that any evils arose in those ports from which we have been already 
excluded. 

1347- Do not you conceive that there was a proportionate increase of 
export from Canton, when the exclusion of foreign trade took place in other 
ports?—-Yes; but I spoke with reference to the local evils: not the general 
effect upon the empire, but the local evils suffered at those points from which 
the foreign trade was abstracted. 

1348. If the produce of those ports found its way to Canton, would not 
the local inconvenience be limited to the inconvenience which might be 
sustained at the other ports ?—The local inconvenience would be local to 
those places from which it was taken. 

1349. Are you not aware that the tea province of Kiangnan is by far the 
largest and most populous province in China?—It was so long before the 
foreign trade ever reached China; it is a matter of ancient history that it 
always has been so. 

1350. Has not the old tea trade, as an export, grown up since the time 
when it was excluded from the other ports, and must not circumstances be 
very much changed since that time ?—That is a matter upon which I cannot 
speak from positive knowledge. The export of tea has grown up since that 
time; but in what proportion it has added to the population of those pro¬ 
vinces, I cannot state. 


1351. You 
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1351, You are aware that the trade of 50,000,000 or 60,000,000 of people 
in Bengal is confined to the port of Calcutta. Would not the closing of the 
trade of Calcutta affect the general prosperity of the country ?—I should think 
that, as we are masters of the country, our imports into India spread more 
uniformly over those dominions than they do in China, where they are re¬ 
stricted to Canton. It has been estimated that barely one-ninth of our imports 
is consumed in the north of China, on account of the distance. 

1352. The question refers to exports from China ?—I am persuaded that 
the inconvenience would be chiefly local. The influence of foreign trade 
does not extend very far inland from Canton. I have had reason to form that 
opinion from what we saw in the embassy. 

135.3. What is the population of Canton by the nearest estimate you have 
heard ?—There are no sources from which I can give correct information. 

1354. Have you never heard that the population living actually in boats 
on the Canton river amount to nearly 1,000,000 of people ?—I can only say 
I do not believe one word of that assertion; it is an outrageous estimate. 
Forming an opinion from what one sees, I should compare it with the river at 
London, and should say it was not any thing like so much. 

1355. What do you suppose the population to be of the city of Canton 
and the suburbs?—-I should think it cannot be a fourth or a fifth of that of 
London, 

1356. Do you mean that, according to the best estimate you can form, the 
number of persons living by occupations on the river at Canton is not greater 
than it is upon the river Thames?—That it is not so great as the number 
upon the river Thames at London ; I mean the floating population in boats, 
and ships, and barges. 

1357- Do not the rivers and canals of China afford great facilities in 
carrying on the trade to and from Canton; and are not the individuals so 
employed as industrious and enterprizing as men can be?—With all that has 
been done, the facilities are in a very inferior state to what they might be, 
The river which brings the teas to Canton from the frontier of the province, 
where it has to cross a high mountain, is a mere trout-stream for a great pro¬ 
portion of the way ; and foreigners of all descriptions have been obliged to 
wait at Canton for months on account of there not being enough water in 
that river to float the vessels that bring the teas. 

1358. Would you consider those individuals who carry on that communi¬ 
cation more commercial than the population of Bengal?—The Chinese, if 
left by their rulers to themselves, would perhaps be the most industrious and 
commercial people in the world. 

1359. Are they not, so far as you know, the most commercial people in the 
whole of the East?—Except the Arabs, perhaps; they do not navigate so far 
as the Arabs do. 

1360. Will 
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1360. Will you have the goodness to explain how you reconcile what you 
have iust stated with the answer you gave in your first examination, that the 
character of the Chinese was that of a decidedly anti-commercial people ?— 
I am speaking now with reference to their internal commerce, the very cir¬ 
cumstance which makes them so independent of external or foreign commerce. 
In my former answer, I was speaking of foreign commerce. 

1361. Can you form any estimate of the quantity of tea retained for home 
consumption in China, as‘compared with the quantity exported r—Nof A 
must bear a certain proportion to the population ; but the quantity of tea 
consumed by the Chinese generally is very small. They economize the use 
of it wonderfully. An ordinary Chinese puts his tea-leaves into the teapot 
in the morning, and they last him through the day. 1 he drink is kept warm 
by a contrivance which forms a stratum of non-conducting air between the 
two vessels that contain it. 

1362. Is there no means of forming an idea of what is the proportion which 
is exported as compared with that which is retained ?—The proportion could 
only be ascertained by positive information as to the whole quantity produced; 
but that information has never been obtained. 

1363. Have you no information, however general or however rough?— 
None whatever, hs to the quantity that is produced: assertion is very easy, 
but proof is not equally so. 

1364. Are you aware that the English and Americans have exported 
exceeding 40,000,000 of pounds of tea?—The Company have exported about 
30,000,000, and the Americans about 8,000,000 by the last account, 

1365 Taking the rest of Europe, is it not altogether within 40,000,000 ? 
—The consumption of Russia is stated at about 5,000,000, the consumption 
of the continent of Europe is not quite 5,000,000, and the consumption of 
the whole civilized world, besides England, is about 22,000,000, while the 
consumption of England is about 30,000,000. 

1366. Have you ever heard any estimate of what quantity is used for 
internal consumption in China?—I have never heard any information on the 
subject that I can rely upon. 

1367 . Is the tea exported to Russia raised in the southern provinces from 
which we obtain our tea?—It is, I believe, raised in the northern part of the 
empire. 

1368. Do you know where ?—I am not very certain as to the locality. It 
is a different species of tea from what we use, and that is the best pi oof of 
the difference of the locality. 

1369. Is there any quantity grown in the, western provinces ?—Not in the 
western. It is grown on the line of sea-coast on the eastern side. 

1370 Are you aware that when tea has been exported and turns out bad, 
if the chest is returned two are given for one ?—That may have happened in 
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individual cases, and in the instance of the merchant Howqua, who is known 
for his liberality and his wealth ; but I doubt it altogether as a general fact. 

1371. Is it not a general thing on the part of the Company?—It is a 
different operation in the case of the Company; the Company debit the 
merchants in their books. As an insulated act of voluntary and spontaneous 
generosity, it may be intelligible on the part of a rich Hong merchant like 
Howqua ; but the Company could hardly venture to do such a thing on their 
own part as to exact double the amount of all losses. 

1372. Have you heard of the Hong merchants doing that to the Americans 
and private traders ?—I have heard of cases in which Hong merchants have 
refused to make any remuneration : it has always been an act of spontaneous 
good feeling on the part of the Hong merchant that did it. 

1373. Are you not aware of instances where that has been done ?—I am 
aware of a great number of instances where it has been declined, 

1374. Can you state any instance ?—l know an instance in which a Hong 
merchant made it part of his stipulation that he should not be obliged to make 
good the loss of the tea that was returned. 

1375. From such stipulation would you not infer that the contrary practice 
had been the general rule ?—All my information goes to prove, that it has 
not been the general rule ; that most of the individuals that have been applied 
to have refused, and that the generality of the rule has been in the other 
direction. 

1376. On what ground, then, do you suppose that previous stipulation 
could have been made ?—It was a mode which that individual adopted to 
save himself from unpleasant applications, which he was determined to refuse. 

1377* You have stated you consider the heavy duties on foreign manu¬ 
factures as a proof that the people are anti-commercial, and wish to check the 
trade with foreigners ?—It is partly a proof of that, and partly a proof of the 
greediness of the Chinese government. 

IS 78 . Can you state the highest rate of duty laid on any manufacture ?—» 
I cannot call the highest rate to mind at this moment. 

1379. That is one of the reasons why you consider the Chinese government 
averse to foreign trade ?—It is one of the reasons. 

1380. If you were shown that England lays twice as much duty on foreign 
manufactures, would you conclude that England is an anti-commercial 
country ?—The fact would go generally, and in the abstract, to sanction the 
inference. 

1381. You have stated that the Company derive great advantage from 
their superior class of shipping ; are you aware of the disadvantage the Com¬ 
pany have in regard to the rate of freight ?—That is the price which they 
pay for the advantages. 
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1382. Are you aware that the Company are paying from £26 to £27 per 
ton, whilst tea can be imported for £9 or £10 per ton in other ships ?—I be¬ 
lieve that the average payment for tonnage, on the part of the Company, is 
not so high as that stated in the question. 

1383. Are you aware what the average height at present is in the Com¬ 
pany’s regular ships ?—I know it has fallen 50 per cent, since the war; but 
I cannot speak to the present amount. 

1384. Are you aware what the difference of freight to the Company would 
be on the 28,000 tons, beyond what any other individuals could bring the tea 
to England for ?—I cannot answer that exactly. If it was deemed advisable, 
I consider an act of the Legislature might oblige the Company to go into the 
market for their tonnage like other merchants. 

1385. You have stated as another advantage of the Company’s large ships, 
that they are better adapted for the stowage of teas ; can you state, of your 
own knowledge, whether a 500 ton ship, carrying tea to Canada, or bringing 
tea to England, has brought the tea in a worse condition than that which is 
brought in the larger ships ?—The standard of teas that we send to the North 
American colonies is inferior to the standard imported into Great Britain. 
I can speak to the fact of one ship, the Barkworth, having delivered her cargo 
in a most deplorable condition, and entailing most serious loss. 

1386. Can you state the circumstances of that case?—It arose from her 
general condition as a ship. I believe that in most cases the cargoes are 
turned out in a worse condition from ships of that description than from the 
Company’s regular ships. 

1387. You know that a small ship does not carry so much in proportion as 
a large ship ?—I am aware of that from personal knowledge. 

1388. Since you have been at Canton, have not the country traders had 
some very large ships, of 1000 or 1200 tons ?—-Not of that last capacity. I 
have heard of their having a few large ships lately : but the American ton is 
less than ours. 

1389. Are you aware that practically, as their old ships wear out in India, 
they are gradually introducing a smaller class of ships, more approaching 
the American ships, for the whole of the country trade ?—I am not aware of 
that. 

1390. Are you aware that the ships that now visit China from India are 
smaller than they used to be ?—I am not aware of that. 

1391 . Besides the tea which comes from the two provinces which chiefly 
supply Canton, is there not also tea grown in many other parts of the empire ? 
—I believe it is a product which is dependent very much on soil and climate, 
and t hat for that reason it is principally confined to the provinces which have 
been mentioned. 

1392. When 
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1392. When you tasted the tea at Pekin, did that appear to you to be of 1 M arch 1 830. 
the same kind as the tea brought to Canton? It was generally rather j ^ j^ alnSi Esq 
different. 

1393. Do you apprehend that it came from the same provinces ?—I have 
understood that tea is grown in one of the north-western provinces, towards 
the great wall. 

1394. But in no other part of the empire to any great extent ?—Not to 
any great extent. 

1395. Not even for home consumption ?—To a certain extent; there is a 
coarse tea grown for the use of the population throughout the empire. 

1396. Have you ever had specimens of those teas brought down to Can¬ 
ton <*6—Yes; I have seen specimens, which I was informed were of that 
coarse description, and which were of a very inferior character; 

1397. You stated that you thought that the tea you tasted at Pekin was 
different from what you got at Canton ; did it appear to you to be of a higher 
and finer flavour, or otherwise ?—It did not suit our taste : we thought it 
generally inferior. 

1398 . Did you understand what district that came from ?—It is thirteen 
years ago; and if I inquired I have forgotten it. 

1399. What do you apprehend to be about the annual consumption of a 
Chinese family of six persons in tea ?—It is an extremely small quantity, on 
account of the economizing way in which they use it; not nearly so much as 
is consumed by a middling family in England, because we use it in a more 
prodigal manner. 

1400. Do you apprehend that the population of every part of the empire 
use tea ?—I believe almost universally. 

1401. Do you apprehend that the produce of the two provinces which you 
have mentioned is circulated to every part of the empire ?—I should think 
not, on account of the high duties on transit. 

1402. Then a very large part of the population are supplied through the 
growth of their own neighbourhood ?—Of the lower population, of those who 
cannot afford to pay such a price as arises from distant carriage. 

1408. Are the finer teas circulated from the provinces where they aie 
grown to the distant parts of the empire ?—I have no doubt that any poition 
of the population that can afford to pay for the best tea, will pay for the best, 
wherever it comes from. 

1404. Could you learn whether there was any considerable internal trade ^ 
in tea carried on ?—The mere trade in the transportation of tea, that we give 
rise to, is very considerable ; but I cannot speak very certainly with regard to 
internal matters connected with China. 

1405. You state that you think the tea consumed by the Chinese is pro- 
portionably small, from their using the leaves over and over again; do they 
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not use it at all times of the day ?—They use it very generally as a drink; 
they never drink plain water, I believe,, if they can help it. 

1406 . Is it not their habit to be continually drinking it ?—They drink a 
good deal of wine at their convivial peelings, and the tea is only introduced 
as it is among us, at the end. 

1407. Is it not the habit of those who have leisure to be sipping tea at 
almost all hours of the day ?—It is the general beverage of the country ; in 
fact, water slightly tinged with tea, I should call it. I speak of the common 
people. It is used at all hours of the day: there is a vessel which stands 
in the principal apartment of the house, and which is available to all the 
inmates. 

1408. Do you not apprehend from that, that the consumption of a family 
must be very considerable, however weak it is, if it is carried on at all times 
of the day by all the members of it ?—I know that the quantity they use is 
extremely small. Their figurative expression for * poverty’ is ‘ weak tea and 
insipid rice/ which means, that they have nothing to add to their rice, and 
that they cannot afford to drink their tea strong. 

1409. Do you know what the success of the tea-plant of the Brazils has 
been ?—An utter failure, I have understood. 

1410. In the passage of the embassy from Pekin to Canton, do you con¬ 
sider that it passed through all the principal tea countries?—We did not pass 
through Fokien or Tchekiang. 

1411. In those provinces was the culture of tea very universal ?—It was 
extremely partial where we passed ; so much so, that it was rather an event 
in the embassy to come across a tea plantation. The provinces through which 
we passed are less devoted to the growth of tea than those provinces, Fokien 
and Tchekiang, through which we did not pass. 

1412. Could any trader in the country, in your opinion, obtain tea upon 
better terms than, the Company ?—Certainly not; it arises from the pre-elec¬ 
tion or first choice which the large capital and regular trade of the Company 
has always hitherto secured them. 

1418. You have spoken of the anti-commercial spirit which exists in China ; 
is that the spirit of the government, or of the people ?—It is the spirit of the 
government, founded upon those books which are the basis of their political 
institutions. 

1414. It has been stated to the Committee, that the losses sustained by fire 
by American merchants at Canton have been made up to the persons suffer¬ 
ing ; do you know in what manner they were made good, or out of what 
fund ?—If they were made good at all, it was in a very few partial and indi¬ 
vidual instances, of which I never heard, and at the expense of the Consoo. 
I believe that the whole benevolence of the Chinese government on the occa¬ 
sion evaporated in a few pompous sentences; and I know of many persons 
who sustained severe loss without any relief. 

1415. Could 
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1415. Could any European nation, in ■your opinion, export tea from Can¬ 
ton to Europe at a lower rate of freight than is paid by the East-India Com¬ 
pany, or on lower terms generally ?—I believe the evidence has gone to show 
that. I am not aware of the freight paid by the Dutch ; but I believe the 
superior class of shipping employed by the Company entails on them a higher 
rate of freight. 

1416. Are you of opinion that the East-India Company could obtain teas 
at a cheaper rate, if they paid for them in dollars instead of woollens and 
other British manufactures, and be thereby enabled to afford a supply of 
teas in England at a cheaper rate?—Certainly; the Chinese would sell tea 
cheaper for dollars to us, for the same reason that they do to Americans. 

1417. Have the East-India Company imported any furs into China?— 
Yes, they have. 

1418. To what extent ?—To a considerable extent, in some seasons. 

1419. Have the Americans imported furs ?—They have also imported furs. 

1430. To a large extent ?—To a considerable extent, which will appear in 
the Report on the table of the Committee. 

1431. Is it generally supposed at Canton that tea deteriorates very much 
in keeping ?—I have heard some Chinese say that it is better for keeping, if 
properly stopped up. 

1432. Is there any difference in price between fresh and old teas ?—The 
Company pay less for the old teas that they purchase than for the new. I 
cannot speak so certainly as to Americans. The Company pay less, for this 
reason, that they are the teas which were rejected as not of contract quality, 
and therefore, being taken as inferior teas, of course a less price is paid for 
them. 

1423. Is there any considerable quantity of ginseng imported by the Com¬ 
pany to Canton ?—It is exclusively the produce of some districts in North 
America, and introduced by the Americans, but held by the Chinese at a 
very low estimation, compared with what they themselves procure in Tartary, 
and which is a monopoly of the Emperor. 

1424. Is there any ginseng grown in any of the territories belonging to the 
Company ?—I am not aware of it; it is a wild plant. 

1425. You stated it as an advantage belonging to the large ships employed 
by the Company, that none of them have been lost; and you stated that the 
risk of insurance*was as nothing to 400 ; are you aware whether any of the 
large ships have been lost by shipwreck and fire during the last ten years?—I < 
confine my assertion to homeward-bound ships. 

1426. Do you know any instance where an American ship homeward- 
bound was lost during that time ?—Not to my knowledge. 

1427. You have stated that the Company’s ships are independent almost 
of convoy in time of war; did you ever know a fleet leave Canton without 

a con- 
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March 1830. a convoy in time of war?—My assertion was given comparatively ; that if 

- they hacl been a different class of shipping, they would have required a larger 

F. Davis , Esq. convoy. 

1428. Are you aware whether it was known at the time Commodore 
Dance left Canton that war had been declared, or not—I have heard 
there was a small frigate with them; but it occurred before I entered the 

service. 

1429. Are you aware that there was an officer of the navy on board 
Commodore Dance’s ship at the time that action took place, and that 
he was supposed to have contributed so much to the defence that the 
India Company made him a present of £500 and a sword?—He could 
not have contributed to it by supplying the guns and the men with 
which the ships were provided; lie might have contributed merely by 
his advice, in directing those capabilities which the ships already possessed $ 
but I am not aware as to the fact referred to. 

1430. Are you aware what number of hands navigate a Company’s 
ship for every 100 tons, and what number navigate, in ordinary circum¬ 
stances, a ship of 400 or 500 tons r—I believe it is in some general propor¬ 
tion of ten men to every 100 tons j and I have heard that assumed generally 
as the proportion in all shipping. 

1431. Are you aware that four men to 100 tons is the average complement 
for the American ships and the ships in the private trade r—I am not 
aware of that. 

1432. You stated in your former evidence that the tea-plant took two 
or three years to produce, and that in the mean time tea would be very 
scarce?—I stated that the circumstance of the tea-plant requiring a certain 
time to come to maturity, was a circumstance which made it highly desirable 
that the annual demand for teas should be generally pretty uniform. 

1433. Can you inform the Committee whether the practice of taking off 
buds and leaves from the plant brings on a premature destruction of the 
plant?—lam not aware of that. It is done probably at times and seasons 
which are calculated to obviate such an effect. 

1434. You were understood to state, that in consequence of the tea-plant 
taking a certain number of years to produce, it required a peculiar sort of 
demand, and that the supply would not be produced unless the regular 
demand were continued?—-I meant to state to this effect, that tea is a product 
which could not be grown in exact accordance to a fluctuating annual 
demand, because it cannot be produced like a crop of wheat, for instance ; 
and that, therefore, in order to keep up the average quality of the produce, 
it was desirable that the demand should be as little fluctuating from year to 
year as possible. 

1435. Are you aware that coffee and pepper, which take three or four 
years to produce, have come down in price under the varying demand 

which 
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which has taken place?—I know nothing about the produce of these 

articles. „ • , , 

1436. You have stated that the last consignment of woollens is expected 
to yield a profit ; is that the consignment of the year 1327*8, or 1828-9 ?— 
It is the consignment of the year 1828-9. 

1437. To what circumstance do you consider it owing that this consign¬ 
ment will yield a profit, whereas for the last few years you have represented 
the woollen trade as a losing concern?—It will arise from the very great 
fall in the invoice cost. 

1438. Has there been any rise of price or any increased demand in China 
for woollens ?—None to my knowledge ; rather the reverse. 

1439. At what period do you consider that the woollen trade began to be 
a losing concern to the Company?—It was in some measure since the 

American competition. . 

1440. It appears by the papers laid before the House, that ini lo09, and 
up to 1813 and 1814, the export of woollens amounted to 260,000 pieces ; 
that in the year 1815 they had fallen to 161,000 pieces ; and that in 1827 
they amounted only to 123,000 pieces ; will you explain what you consider 

o have been the cause of that decline ?-The Company before endured 
a greater loss, and a loss which they did notfeeljustifiedm continuing to endure. 

1441. Do you imagine that when the Americans entered into the woollen 
trade, and Jyou saf, drove the Company from the trade by their competi¬ 
tion, that they sustained a loss ?—I understand that they made use ot the 
woollens merely as a remittance from Liverpool; that direct from Amenca 
they preferred taking dollars. I have understood, that from the cn cam- 
stance of the American ports being to the leeward of tne trade wind a s up 
is as long going direct from America as by touching first at Liverpool, arid 
accordingly they found it convenient, being at Liverpool, to take woollens 
(though they might lose by them to a certain extent) as a remittance. 

1442. Do you conceive that the Americans did lose by the export of 

woollens to China ?—I have heard that they have lost on P articu,ar a '^ 
of woollens. I believe the American importation of woollens |ntoJ-^ntqn 
has never reached one-fourth of the Company’s importation. I was asked 
in my last evidence whether, if it could be proved that the Anjericans made 
twenty or thirty per cent, on some articles of importation on which t e 
Company lost, ft diet not go to show that they had some superior mode cd 
introducing the goods : now, 1 believe, that they have no genei a y < 
any such profits; and I should say, that it is contradicted by the fact of 
their not having increased their importations. If they had ma< e J > 
thirty per cent., they would have increased their importations ; and J iniei, 
from their not having increased them, that those arge profits were made 
only in a very few individual instances, and that where they were mac e, 
was by evading the port charges. ^ 
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March 1830. 1443. Did you never hear that the losses on the American trade 

—7 were confined almost entirely to the return voyages to America ?-—Yes; 

F. Davis, Esq.] b ecailse the proportion of specie which the Americans have introduced at 
Canton has been overwhelming when compared with the amount of their 
woollen importations; in the proportion of five or six to one. 

1444. The question refers to the trade carried on by Americans from 
Liverpool to Canton, and back to America; did you never hear that the 
losses incurred upon those voyages fell almost entirely upon the return 
cargo?—I cannot speak to that. 

1445. Can you state the amount of the Company’s investment in 
woollens, which you say is now profitable?—The returns show it to be 
about £800,000. 

1446 . Do you consider that, at the present prices of woollens in England, 
the importation of woollens into China is likely to be profitable ?—I under¬ 
stand that the last importation of the Company will yield a profit upon the 
whole, in consequence of the invoice price being lower in England. 

1447. Are you aware whether there has been, recently, any increased 
demand in China for cotton-yarns ?—I am not aware of it. My experience 
goes to prove the importation of cotton-yarn to have been unsuccessful; 
but I have not been in China since the latter end of 1828. 

1448. Have you seen an article in the Canton Register of the Sd. 
December 1828, stating that there has been a great rise in the demand for 
cotton-yarns, and particularly from a new quarter, from the northern pro¬ 
vinces of China ?—I do not remember having seen that. 

1449- Should you consider that the Canton Register is authority upon 
these commercial subjects ?—To a certain extent it is. 

1450 . Is it as good an authority as price-currents generally are?—Possibly 
it may be. 

1451. You stated that one of the great objections to the consumption of* 
woollen goods in China was, the distance and the expense of transit ?— 
Their being suited to the consumption of the northern provinces to which 
we have no access. 

1452. Can you state the mode in which the woollens of Saxony are 
introduced into China ?—1 have heard of some small quantity of British 
woollens being imported through Russia, but I am not sure of it. 

1453. Have you heard that a large quantity of Saxony woollens are im¬ 
ported through Russia ?—No, I am not aware of that 

1454. If that should prove to be the fact, is not the transit by that 
mode infinitely more expensive, and longer in point of duration, than any 
internal transporting which can interfere, on the ground of expense, with 
the consumption of British woollens imported into Canton ?—The demand 
must be greater in the cold provinces for such commodities. 

1455. Taking 
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1455. Taking the place of consumption to be the northern and the 
colder provinces of the empire, is not the transport from Russia over¬ 
land infinitely more expensive and more distant than the mode of communi- ' 
cation which we have by Canton?—No; I am not aware of there being 
those heavy transit duties levied in that direction that are levied through 
the provinces of China. 

1456 . Do you conceive that the transit duty from Canton to the northern 
provinces would be sufficient to counterbalance the whole waste of time, and 
the expense of land-carriage across the continent of Asia ?—I think it pos¬ 
sible ; but the whole question is speculative, and cannot easily be brought to 
a calculation. 

1457. There is a letter of the supercargoes, referred to in the Report of 
the Committee in 1821, in which they state that the American trade in 
woollens was interfering very much with the Company’s trade: has it of late 
years interfered much ?—I believe that they have interfered more or less; 
but the American trade in woollens has not increased lately. 

1458. Do you believe it has made the trade of the Company more losing? 

-—It entailed a fall in the price of our woollens, and its depressing effect must 
have continued. 

1459. You state that the quantity of woollens imported by Americans has 
not increased ; have you any knowledge on that subject ?—My knowledge is 
partly derived from the printed report, and from the latest return of the trade 
at Canton, which makes the whole exports and the whole imports, each of 
them, only about 6,500,000 dollars. 

1460. You took your information, then, from the papers which have been 
laid before Parliament?—And from papers which I obtained from the India- 
House—-the latest return from Canton. 

1461. Do you know the quantity of hardware imported into Canton by the 
Company ?—They made an attempt, some years ago, to introduce cutlery 
and hardware; but the articles were unsuited to Chinese use: they did not 
know what to do with them. 

1462. With respect to iron, cast and wrought, is there much importation 
of that into China?—We send about 1,800 tons of iron per annum. 

1468. Is that a profitable investment ?—-Yes; it generally yields a small 
profit: there is a duty charged by the Chinese of about 5s. 10 d. a cwt. on 
iron. 

1464. Is there any demand for quicksilver?—A very limited demand. I 
believe it is partly introduced by the officers of the Company’s ships. 

1465. Did not the Austrians endeavour to establish a trade with China ?— 

I have not seen an Austrian ship there, I believe, since my residence in the 
country. 

1466. In your former examination you stated that the country trade had 
derived very important advantage and assistance from the Company’s Factory, 

Y inasmuch 
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inasmuch as when there was an attack made by the Chinese upon the privi- 
leges and trade of foreigners generally, in the year 1814, the Company then 
made a stand, by which they gained advantages which necessarily extended 
to the country trade ; are not you aware that the merchants of India, on 
that occasion, remonstrated with the East-India Company, and claimed in- 
demnity for the heavy losses which they had sustained by the interference ot 
the Select Committee with their trade upon that occasion?—The Company 
lost too; but they considered that the objects which they were contending 
for were more than a counterbalance for the temporary inconvenience. I am 
aware that the country ships suffered by the detention ; and I am aware, also, 
that the Bombay merchants applied to the Government in England for re¬ 
dress, and that their application was rejected. 

14*67. Do the Americans who trade to Canton carry on a large share of 
their business with the outside merchants ?—They do, a considerable portion. 

1468. Do they do more than the private merchants trading from the 
continent of India?—I believe they do ; for this reason, that their trade is 
directed to articles of commerce which are better suited to the outside 
dealers, such as silk piece-goods, which are very much a trade ot detail, as to 
patterns, &c. 

1469. Are there among the outside dealers men of capital, character, and 
credit ?-—-They are so little to be trusted, that I know numbers of individuals 
who have suffered most severely by their transactions with them. 

1470. Supposing an outside merchant is indebted either to an American, 
or an English merchant, could he get redress by any judicial proceeding 
against any outside merchant who has thus become his debtor. he Chinese 
government warn all foreigners to beware of dealing with those men, because 
it will not guarantee their losses. This appears from the proclamation a leac y 

1471. Would they acknowledge a suit or an application made to the Chinese 
government to enforce payment against an outside merchant?---!hey would 
expressly disavow it, and deny all remedy, stating, at the same time, that the 
foreigner must bear the consequences of his own dealings. 

1472. Would not the Chinese government consider the Hong merchants 
who secured the ship as responsible for the loss ?—I do not know what they 
might do at present; but during the whole of my residence in the country 
it has been very much the other way. The government certainly would not 
o-ive security to any transactions with the outside people. 1 lie Ilong mer¬ 
chants are security for the duties, but not for the debts of the outside dealers. 

WILLIAM CARTWRIGHT, Esq. called in, and examined. 

1473. Have you resided at Buenos Ayres as a merchant? T. have, fbi 
nearly eleven years. 

1474 . Are you acquainted generally with the trade of the southern states 

of America ?—I am. ^ ^ j s 
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1475. Is there any trade carried on from those states direct to China ?— 
Yes. 

1476 . In what does the trade consist?—It consists in taking out specie 
from those states, and bringing back the produce of China, consisting of a 
variety of articles, tea, nankeens, silk, satins, furniture of various sorts, fans, 
and a variety of fancy articles. 

1477. In what bottoms is this trade carried on ?—Almost universally in 
American bottoms. 

1478 . Has it been a profitable trade ?—I have understood so. 

1479. When did the trade commence ?—It has only been carried on occa¬ 
sionally as opportunities have offered: perhaps not during the whole of the 
time that I resided there; but I know it was carried on from Buenos Ayres 
in the years 1822, 1823, and I believe 1824. 

1480. Is it generally a circuitous trade ; that is, a trade beginning in the 
United States with a cargo to some of the ports in South America, and ftom 
those ports to China?—No 5 the trade has usually commenced at Buenos 
Ayres by American vessels being chartered in Buenos Ayres, from thence 
they proceeded to the west coast (generally Valparaiso and Lima), wheie 
they had to take in dollars (dollars being there more abundant than they aie 
in Buenos Ayres), and from thence across the Pacific to Canton, and return¬ 
ing by the Cape of Good Hope to Buenos Ayres. There is likewise, 1 
believe, a trade between the west coast direct to Canton carried on under the 
American flag. 

1481. Is there are any trade carried on from the north-west coast, under 
the American flag?—I have understood there was in skins and furs. 

1482. Is there any considerable consumption of tea in those new states?— 
The consumption of tea has materially increased of late years in those coun¬ 
tries, in consequence of the tea winch has been usually consumed there by 
the natives of those countries being from Paraguay, and there not being able 
to procure it now in sufficient quantity. Some political disputes having 
arisen between the government of Paraguay and the other states of South 
America, they have not been able to receive their usual supply of that article, 
in consequence of which the consumption of China tea there lias increased, 
and is likely to increase still further, in my opinion. 

1483. Is the Committee to understand that the supply of tea for the con¬ 
sumption of those states was derived from the province of Paraguay before 
the interruption of the intercourse?—Yes; the natives of those countries 
have usually consumed the tea of Paraguay. 

1484. Is that the same plant as the tea of China?—No, quite a different 
plant. 

1485. Is the tea of China preferred to the tea of Paraguay, or is it of 
necessity that they have recourse to this substitute?—I should think more 
from necessity than choice; but having acquired of late years a habit of 
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drinking the China tea, I think the people have become latterly more fond 
of it than they were before ; and from that circumstance I infer, that even 
if the prohibition were taken off the Paraguay tea, there would still be a con¬ 
siderable consumption of China tea, from their having acquired a habit of 
drinking it now for some years. 

14-86. Is the consumption of silk goods from China considerable?—It is. 

1487. Is the Paraguay tea known in Chili and Peru as well as in Buenos 
Ayres?—It is. 

1488. Is the tea of China now' equally substituted there ?—I imagine it is; 
I have not been in those countries, but we have had commercial establish¬ 
ments there, and I have understood that the consumption of China tea 
throughout all those countries is increasing. 

1489. From your commercial experience and knowledge, do you think 
that, as those states become settled and prosperous, there will be a consider¬ 
able trade between them and China?—I think there will. 

1490. What is the voyage from Valparaiso to Canton?—I should suppose 
the voyage may be considered from two to three months across the Pacific: 
two months perhaps. I know that vessels have gone that voyage from 
Buenos Ayres round to Chili and Lima, and to Canton, and return to 
Buenos Ayres within the twelve months, making the voyage round the world. 

1491. Then the trade, in your opinion, to whatever extent it may be 
carried on, will be principally an export trade from China, and in all the 
articles that those countries may want in that part of the world ?—Yes. I 
should wish to observe, that at the present time the great consumption of 
goods from China does not consist in tea, but in silks, satins, and a variety 
of articles manufactured in that country ; but that tea is an article of con¬ 
sumption that is likely to increase. 

1492. Were you interested in any of the adventures to which you have 
referred?'—I was, in one instance. 

1493. Were these adventures profitable ?—I have understood they were, 
and that they would have been more so, but very high freights were paid. 

1494. In what years were the freights so high ?—'The year that I allude 
to was that of 1822. 

149-3. What circumstances occasioned the freight being so high ?—A very 
few of the American vessels that come out to that country have instructions 
from their owners to take charters for China, and of course the number of 
vessels that offer for that trade is very few. 

1496. Do you recollect what the rate of freight was?—dt was as high, I 
believe, as from £20 to £22 a ton register for the voyage out and home, 
going round by Valparaiso and Lima. 

1497- Is copper an article of export from the southern states of America 
to China ?—It is exported from Chili; and I believe it finds its way to China, 

1498, Cannot 
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1498. Cannot those states be supplied with all articles that they may 
require of China produce or manufacture cheaper from China than from any 
other part of the world, on account of their local situation ?—I think they 
may; those articles costing less in China than they do in other parts of the 
world. 

1499. Would they not come cheaper in a direct voyage from China to 
those states than by any other course ?—Decidedly. 

1500. Do you suppose that British ships would have been employed in 
this trade if it had been lawful for them to engage in it ?—I have no doubt 
of it; inasmuch as the trade has been chiefly carried on on British account 
and with British capital. 

1501. Do you apprehend there is a risk of this trade getting into Ame¬ 
rican channels, so far as the shipping is concerned, in consequence ot the 
impossibility of British bottoms being employed in it ?—Certainly ; that has 
hitherto been, and I have no doubt will continue so, as long as British ships 
are prohibited. Those persons who carry on the trade will, in such case, 
have recourse to American or foreign vessels. 

1502. Have you ever known any furs collected on the south-west of 
America by British merchants, which have been brought to this country, 
to be sent from this country to China?—No such trade has ever come 
under my experience, though I think it a very likely one to have been 
carried on. 

1508. Is there any tea brought from Paraguay to the states you have men¬ 
tioned?—It is not altogether interrupted : occasionally licenses are obtained 
from the director of that country. They bring this article down the river to 
Buenos Ayres; but it happens rarely, and the price is very high.. 

1504. Do you consider that the increase which has taken place in the 
consumption of tea is entirely in the China tea ?—At present it is. 

1505. How many adventures had you to China ?—I had only one. 

1506. In what year?—In the year 1822, to the best of my recollection. 

1507. Then you did not think it desirable to embark in any other adven¬ 
ture of that kind ?•—I left the country a few years afterwards, and no other 
eligible opportunity had occurred to embark in a similar adventure, or in all 
probability I should. 

1508. But you have been eleven years there, and that was the only ad¬ 
venture you did embark in ?—The only one. 

1509. Was it profitable ?—It was not a very profitable one, in conse-. 
quence of the very high freight that was paid ; still it left a very fair profit. 

1510. What do you call a fair profit ?—I think, if I recollect right, the 
profit was from 10 to 15 per cent, upon the capital invested. 

1511. What was the extent of the adventure?—It was a joint adventure 
amongst a great number of British merchants there; and I think the amount 
invested was from 100,000 to 150,000 dollars. 
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1512. You have stated that there was very little tea in the return cargo ? 
—Yes. 

1513. Were the other articles chie fly furniture and satins?—If necessary 
I can state the exact amount, or nearly so, of the different articles that 
came back in the vessel that I allude to. 

1514. When did you leave Buenos Ayres ?—In the year 1826. 

1515. Then you did not embark in any adventure after that?—I did not. 

1516. Nor before?—Nor before. 

15,17. Did you know of any other adventure to China?—Yes, there, were 
three or four in that very year and the subsequent one. 

1518. Have there been any since that time at all?—I think there have 
been others, but I am not certain. 

1519;, Can you. state any ?—No; I know that several vessels sailed after 
the one in which I was concerned in 1822. 

1520. Can you tell how lately any vessels sailed ?—I cannot. 

1521. Have there been any for these last four years?—I cannot tell, 
indeed; but I can say, that subsequently to the time at which I was en¬ 
gaged in it, other vessels were sent on the same voyage, but which I did 
not embark in. 

1522. In 1826 you left Buenos Ayres, and you know nothing of the trade 
since that time?—Except from constant intercourse, having a commercial 
house there still. 

1523. Can you inform the Committee how many ships sailed from Buenos 
Ayres to China during the eleven years you were resident there ?—1 cannot. 
In the year 1822, and I believe the subsequent year, I know of four vessels 
having gone. 

1524. Did you know of any vessels going before 1822?—Certainly ; but 
I was not interested in any of them, and did not take any particular account 
of them. 

1525. Do you know how many went from Valparaiso or from Dima?—No. 

1526. Then your evidence only relates to the trade between Buenos 
Ayres and China?—It only relates to the trade between Buenos Ayres.and 
China; except that, from my intercourse with the other countries (having 
commercial houses both in Valparaiso and Lima), I am so far acquainted 
with the trade of those places, and I know that there is an increasing con¬ 
sumption of China produce in the whole of those countries. 

1527. Have you any objections to state why, if you found those adven¬ 
tures profitable, you engaged in no others?—It was not at all in our way 
of business to enter into adventures of that kind ; our commercial pursuits 
are of a different nature. 

1528. Are you engaged in trade now ?—Yes. 

1529. Where 
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1,529. Where do you reside P--In Liverpool. 

1530. Would not the produce of Buenos Ayres, for instance hides and 
tallow, become a profitable investment to China ?—I am not aware that it 
has ever been tried. 

1531. Can you state at what rate of freight you could get a British ship 
to go from Buenos Ayres to China and back again, if it were a legal 
voyage ?—I can only state, that the produce of that country was shipping in 
British vessels on the voyage to England at the rate of about £4 to £5 a ton, 
and the outward freight might be estimated at perhaps £2.105. to £3 a ton; 
and the outward and homeward voyage together would take about nine or 
ten months. 

1532. And-the voyage you have mentioned was done within the twelve 
months, for which £20 to £22 per ton was paid ?—That was, 1 believe, the 
general rate of freight; but I cannot recollect at what rate the vessel was 
chartered in which 1 was interested. 

1533. Do you recollect the size of the ship that was chartered ?—1 think 
she was a vessel from 350 to 400 tons. 

1534. Have you exported any Paraguay tea to Buenos Ayres ?•—-Never. 

1535. Do you know the price at which it was sold per pound at Buenos 
Ayres ?—-When the article was plentiful in Buenos Ayres, it generally sold 
(to reduce it to sterling) from 7 d. to 9d. a pound. 

1536. Was it drunk by the merchants at all, or only by the lower classes? 
—-Not much by the Europeans, hut generally by all classes of the natives 
of the country, as well as by the Spaniards who have long resided there. 

1537. How is that price as compared with the price of China tea ?—-I 
cannot state the exact price, but I think the black tea was usually sold in 
Buenos Ayres from 2 s. to 25 . 6d. per pound, and the green tea from 35. to 
35. (id. or 45. 

1538. What is the duty ?—The duty was then twenty per cent, ad 
valorem. 

1539. Did any of those ships trade with the eastern Archipelago ?—None 
that I am aware of. 

1540. Can you state whether that has been a profitable trade since 1822 
or not ?—I have no means of answering that question. 

1541. Have you no means of stating up to the time you left the country 
in 1826 ?—-The only means I have of judging is from persons having pursued 
the trade after the period 1 have mentioned. I should suppose, if it had not 
been profitable, it would have been abandoned. 

1542. You stated that the rate of freight was from £20 to £22 a ton, did 
the freighter pay the port charges at Canton, or the owner of the ship ?—« 
The owner of the ship. 

1543. Do 
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1543. Do you consider the tea imported to Buenos Ayres from China to 
be as good as the tea consumed in this country ?—Quite as good. 

1544. Do the vessels which go to Valparaiso and Canton stop at the Phil-* 
lipine Islands ?—I think not. I have heard of their calling on their way at 
the Sandwich Islands. 

1545. What do you suppose could have been the freight from Buenos 
Ayres to Canton and back, supposing the freighter to have paid the port 
charges at Canton ?—I cannot precisely state what a British vessel might 
have been procured at for that voyage ; and 1 am not acquainted exactly 
with the amount of port charges at Canton. 

1546. What do you suppose would be the rate of freight for a British 
ship, according to the present geuerai rate of freight, for a voyage from 
Buenos Ayres to Canton and back, supposing the freighter paid the port 
charges ?—I should think that a vessel for that voyage might, at the present 
time, be chartered at the rate of from £8 to £10 per ton register for the 
round, and perhaps less. 

1547. You are a considerable ship-owner ?—I am interested in several. 

1548. Is there much difference between the rate of freight now and what 
it was in 1822 ? —Judging from the freights we obtain from South America, 
there is little difference. 

1549. Do you think the £8 a ton would remunerate the ship-owner ?—I 
am not prepared to say that; I think that vessels might be engaged at about 
that rate. 

1550. Do you consider that £8 to £10 would be a fair rate at the present 
time ?—Yes, according to the current rates to other parts. 

1551. Do you know whether any other country, except the Americans, 
are engaged in the trade from the Pacific to China ?—Several of the natives 
of Buenos Ayres are engaged in that trade. 

1552. Do you know whether any other bottoms are engaged in.it; the 
Dutch, for instance?—I do not know ; I dare say there may be Dutch ves¬ 
sels engaged in that trade. 


Martis , 2° die Martii, 1830. 

Captain ABEL COFFIN called in, and examined. 

1553. You are a citizen of the United States ?—I am. 

1554. In what part of the United States ?—Newbury Port, a town of 
Massachusetts. 

1555. Have 
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1555. Have you commanded a ship in the China trade ? I have, three 
voyages. 

1556. From what port did you sail ? -Boston. 

1557. In what years did you perform those voyages P—1822, 1823, and 

1824. . 

1558. What cargoes did you take to China ?—Specie, and some trifling 
cargoes of casks of furs, but nothing on account of the owners except 

specie. 

1559. What quantity of bullion did you take out ?—In 1822 I had J7J000 
Snanish dollars; in the year 1823, I had 200,000; and in 1824, 165,000 
doE At the time 1 had the 200,000 dollars it was not to be a 1 ..nested 
in my ship; between 30,000 and40,000 was to pay a debt that the owner 
had contracted on a previous voyage. 

1560. What cargoes did you bring from Canton ?-Teas, or manufactured 
jroods, silk goods, cassia, and nankeen. 

* 1561. Were the teas black and green?-An assorted cargo; about two- 
thirds were black. 

1562. Do the Americans experience any difficulty in carrying on the Chi¬ 
nese trade ?—None, that I have known. 

1563. Did you ever experience any yourself ?—Not any. 

1.564. Had you any supercargo ?—The first voyage I had one; the two 
last I had neither supercargo nor clerk. 

1565. What was the name of the ship ?—The Liverpool I acket. 

1566. And what was its burthen P-397 tons, American tonnage. 

Id 67. Is that different from the British ?-There is s0 “ e ‘ nfl,n S 
but very little ; 1 think it would differ about five or six tons f.om English 

tonnage, in a ship of that size. . . „ . 

1568. Is it larger or smaller than the British ?-I think it is smaller than 

the British. . ,. 

1569 Will you have the goodness to give the Committee an accomit o 

the way in which you proceeded in conducting your Seds’to 

—On the arrival of the ship at Whampoa the factor general^ 

Canton, there he calls upon the Hong merchants, or frequently the Hong 
merchants send their pursers to wait upon him on his arrival. 

1570. Do they send down to the ship ?-Not down to the ship, but to 1m 
place of business. He will then make an arrangement with one of the Hong 
merchants to secure his ship ; and generally we agree to trade wit!i tffirt Hong 
merchant, admitting that he will trade with us on as good terms as we can 
trade with any other merchants in general; but we buy one- a -• 

of our cargo of him, and sometimes the whole. 

2 1571. But 


2 March 1880. 
Captain A. Coffin. 
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2 Mavcli 1830. 1571. But you do not give more for teas you purchase of him than you 

- give to others?—Not in any way ; we give him no further advantage than 

Captain A. Coffin. a preference of trade, if we can trade equally well with him. 

1572 . Do you give him any fee or douceur to become security for the 
ship ?—Not any. 

I.573. Are there considerable facilities in the port of Canton for trans¬ 
acting business ?—There are more so than in any port I have ever been in 
India. 

1 574 . Can you give the Committee any instance to prove that facility at 
the time you arrived there ?—I arrived at Whampoa, on one voyage, when I 
was both master and supercargo of the ship ; and I laid at Whampoa then 
fifteen days, and loaded there and sailed in that time. 

1575. Did you trade from China to America, and from America to 
Europe?—From America to China, from China to America, and from Ame¬ 
rica to Amsterdam. 

1576. Can you give the Committee an account of any voyage you have 
performed ?—I have here an extract of an American newspaper, giving an 
account of one of my voyages : it is headed “ Dispatch.—The ship Liver¬ 
pool Packet, Captain Coffin, sailed from Boston on the 21st of July 1824, 
for Canton, arrived there, changed her cargo, and returned to Boston in 
eight months and twenty-nine days ; afterwards sailed for Amsterdam, and 
performed the voyage there and back to Boston in seventy days, changing 
cargo: thus having completed two long and important voyages in eleven 
months and sixteen days.” 

1577. Is that an accurate account of the voyage you performed ?— It is 
one day longer than the voyage was. I was eight months and twenty-eight 
days, instead of twenty-nine days ; that is, the whole time from the time I 
left Boston to the time I returned to Boston again. 

1578. Did you unload entirely at Boston, or only in part ?—I merely dis¬ 
charged my silk goods and some teas that answered for the Boston market, 
and brought on the remainder to Amsterdam. 

1579. Did you load at Amsterdam ?—I returned in ballast. 

1580. Have you had any dealings with the outside merchants ?—I have. 
I have generally bought the greater part of my silk goods, and frequently 
considerable quantities of tea to complete my cargo, of the outside mer¬ 
chants. Generally an outside merchant has some Hong merchant as his 
friend; goods are obliged to be shipped through one of the Hong merchants. 
ThCy are bought of the outside merchant, and the probability is, that the 
outside merchant pays the Hong merchant some trifling compensation for 
shipping his goods. 

1581. Do you find any difficulty in dealing with the outside merchants? 
—I never have myself; but I have heard others say there is not that security 

in 
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in trading with them. You are more liable to be imposed upon, which is 
not the case with the Hong merchants, 

1582. What security have you of there being no imposition on the part of 
the Hong merchants ?—Only their own. 

1583. Can you mention any instances ?—On one voyage I had five chests 
of tea which proved to be filled up with sawdust and brickdust. It was 
the time of the great fire at Canton, and it was.some of the old remains of 
the fire; they weighed about equal weight with a chest of tea. When I 
went back I took it back, and took it to the Hong merchant, Puankhequa ; 
and after sending his purser to see that it was his mark, he immediately, 
without saying any thing further, sent me ten chests. He gave me to under¬ 
stand, that it was not intentional on his part. 1 have no doubt that it was 
done on board the chop-boats. The people I purchased my goods of are 
accountable for the goods till they get alongside the ship. We buy the 
goods deliverable on board. 

1584. What is the amount of a chop of tea?—Of black tea, generally 
about 400 to 600 chests. It is a quantity of tea grown on one piece of 
ground by one man ; and of black teas it generally consists, sometimes it 
exceeds, 600 chests, and the green about 400 chests. 

1585. Was the tea returned to you by Puankhequa of as good a quality 
as that which he had engaged to deliver before ?—It was. 

1586. Do you generally find that you can trust as much to the Hong mer¬ 
chants in their dealings with you as you can to merchants residing in other 
parts of the world ?—I should think we might, full as much. 

1587 . Can you mention the prices that you paid for tea in any given year ? 
—In 1822, the first voyage that I was there, from 22 to 23 tales per pekul 
were paid for the souchong. It amounts to the same thing as cents per 
pound; cents are y^y of Spanish dollars : 22 tales would be about 22^ 
cents. 

1588. What did you pay for the other descriptions of tea ?—Bohea was, 
to the best of my recollection, 12 cents per pound ; about 12 tales per 
pekul; congo was about 21 to 22; young hyson was 36 ; hyson was the same 
price; hyson-skin was 25. 

1589. What do you mean by young hyson?—Young hyson tea, I believe, 
is the young leaf off the old hyson. 

1590. Were those all fresh teas ?—All fresh teas 

1591. What did you pay for gunpowder tea and for imperial tea?-:- 1 Gun¬ 
powder, 50 to 55, and for imperial about the same price. 

1592 . Was the price of green tea higher in the year 1823 than it had 
been before ?—It was. 

1593. Had you any difficulty in that year in completing your cargo of 
green tea?—In 1823 I had, in obtaining as much young hyson.as I wished. 

Z 2 1594. Could 
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1594. Could you, in the year 1824, obtain the young hyson that you 
required ?—Not all; but it was more plentiful than it had been. I was late 
in the year 1824, being one of the late ships that went against the monsoon. 

1595. What difference in the price did the scarcity of young hyson, in 
the year 1823, make in the article?—It made a difference of between 36 
and 42 tales per pekul. 

1596. What was the price of the young hyson in the year 1824?—In the 
year 1824 I paid from 45 to 48 for young hyson. 

1597. Have you ever seen a printed price-current at Canton ?-—I have $ 
but I believe they have been sent out printed from Europe or America in 
blank ; they were filled up at Canton. 

1598. Is that a common practice ?—That is the common practice. 

1599. Is there, in your judgment, any difference between the quality of 
the teas purchased by the East-India Company and those purchased by the 
Americans ?—I should think there was a difference, from 5 to 10 per cent, 
in favour of the teas purchased by the East-India Company. 

1600. Does that apply both to black and green ?—To the green teas I 
think it does not apply. Our green teas are equally as good as those imported 
by the Company. Souchong and Congo I have myself bought there after it 
has been marked to go on board Company’s ships, and paid a little higher 
for it. 

1601. How did you contrive to get those chests ?—The Hong put other 
printed papers over them. 

1602. Were they intended for the Company’s ships ?—I believe they were; 
but the merchants wanting ready money, sold them. 

1603. Do you remember what you have paid for the tea so purchased?-- 
I think it was 24 tales; that was in the year that I was paying 21 for the 
teas that we usually take to America. 

1604. Do you imagine that was part of the tea for which the Company 
had contracted?—I have no doubt that it was tea that was to go on board 
the Company’s ships. I believe that the Hong merchant intended it; but 
wanting some ready money, he got it in this manner. 

1605. Was it your general practice to pay ready money for the teas you 
purchased ?—Generally. I have had credit in China when I have not had 
funds enough to load the ship. 

1606. On which voyage was that?—The first and last voyage. 

1607. From whom did you have it?—From Chumqua, one of the Hong 
merchants. 

1608. What security did you give him ?— I gave him my bill, payable at 
twelve months or on my return. 

1609. Did you refer to the American consul there ?—No other security 
than my own. 

J 1610. Were 
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1610 . Were you a perfect stranger to him ?—So far a stranger, that I had * M. uili li-30. 
only been acquainted with him on my first voyage there ; but he considered, Captain A 
from my being in command of the vessel and having the management of the 

business, being concerned with the supercargo, that I must be a respectable 
person, and of course he required no other security. The merchant I sailed 

for had frequently had large credits. 

1 611 . Then it is not an uncommon practice in Canton to give credit where 
the money for the payment of the goods is not immediately forthcoming ? 

—No : between thirty and forty thousand dollars which I took out on one 
voyage, was to pay for a previous credit which the owner had had. 

1612. Have you found equal facility in other parts of India ?—I never 
have. 

1613 . What interest did you pay ?—Eight per cent, per annum. 

1614 . At what time do the tea merchants usually arrive at Canton ? From 
November to December. 

1615 . Did you ever purchase teas of an old season ? I did. 

1616 . What is the difference in the price at Canton between the old and 
the new teas ?—About four or five tales. 

1617 . Is that the case in all descriptions of teas?—In green teas I do not 
think it is so much : we consider that the black teas injure by keeping. 

1618. What difference is there in the American market between the old 
and new teas ?—Perhaps two to three cents pei pound. 

1619. When you say four tales, do you mean in the bohea tea or m the 
congo lea?—In the congo tea; not so much in the bohea tea. Ineverbought 
any old bohea. 

1620 . How were the three cargoes of tea which you bought disposed . 0 : . 

_Part of it was disposed of in America, but the greater part went to 

Holland. 

1621. Can you tell what the teas sold for in Holland ?•—I think at 21 stivers. 

The last voyage, not having any thing to do with the business mysel i 
Holland, being consigned there, having some shares in the S® 1 ’ 

I was furnished with account sales; but, to the best of my recollection, 

about 21 stivers for the Dutch pound. 

1622 . For what description of teas?— For the congo. 

1623 . Of the tea you purchased, was part of it from the Hong and part 
of it from the outside merchants ?—It was. 

1624 . Are you able to state how the teas purchased from tb 
ties turned out?—I think that the tea was fully as good that I 

of the outside merchants as that of the Hong. The outside . 

I purchased it from had been established for many years, though within two 

years he has died $ his name was Yoqua. 1625. What 
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2 March 1880. 1623. What is the difference between the Dutch pound and the English 

, “ pound ?—*-1121 English, I think, makes 110 pounds Dutch 

upturn A. Coffin. 

1626. Can you state the price in Holland of any other description of tea 
besides congo ?—I cannot. 

1627> Is there any difference in the duties on American and on national 
ships in importing teas into Holland ?—There is considerable. 

1628 . Can you state what it is ?—I do not know the difference exactly; 
but I was told by the merchants that the circumstance of mine being an 
American ship made a difference of something like 28,000 guilders on the 
whole cargo; that is, about £2,200. 

1629 . Do the American ships perform their voyages cheaper than Dutch 
ships ?—I think they do; they are more expeditious, and they also sail with 
fewer men. In the ship that I commanded I had twelve seamen, making 
altogether seventeen, and sometimes having a boy, making eighteen people, 
myself included. 

1630. What would a Dutch ship of that size have? — Probably twenty-five. 

1631. What was the size of the ship ?—About 400 tons. 

1632. Can you state what was the whole cargo of the ship on which that 
additional expense was incurred ?—The investment in China was about 
170,000 dollars. 

1633. Would an American ship, nominally of 400 tons, carry more or less 
cargo than a Dutch ship of 400 tons ?—The Dutch ships are rated by the 
last; but when I compare them with the American ships, I speak of a ship 
that would bring the same quantity. 

1634. Is not there a different mode of measuring the tonnage in American 
ships from the British ?—I believe there is; we take half the breadth of beam 
for the depth of hold, the length of keel multiplied by the depth, divided 
by 95. 

1635. Do you know the English way P—I do not know exactly the 
English way of measuring, 

1636. Is not the American ton reckoned forty cubic feet ?—-It is. 

1637. Do you know whether the English is reckoned the same ?—I do 
not know. 

1638. Is not a last about two tons ?—I believe it is. 

1639. You stated that the value of your investment in China was about 
170,000 dollars; do you know what its value in Holland was?—I cannot 
tell exactly. 

1640. Did the charges depend on the value of the cargo in the ship, or on 
the ship itself Principally on the cargo. 

1641. You have stated that on board your ships you have had twelve sea¬ 
men, and altogether a crew of about eighteen persons including yourself; is 

that 
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that to be considered the average number of the trade of Boston at the same 2 March 1880. 

time ?—Yes, l think the average number of all American ships, the Phila- - 

delphia ships excepted : they generally have a few more, owing to having a Captain A. Coffin. 
number of apprentices. 

1642 . Is any additional risk considered to be run by having so small a 
number, or what is the rate of insurance upon the American ships in the 
Chinese trade ?—About four per cent, upon the whole voyage out and home, 
insured in America. 

1643 . Are you generally acquainted with the trade of Boston and Salem ? 

—Yes. 

1644 . Was that the insurance when you went there, or is it the same 
now?—That was the insurance when I went, and it is about that now j it 
does not exceed 4i. 

1645 . You mean upon a voyage to Canton, out and home again ?—Yes, 
not including the risk to Holland. 

1646 . Can you state the average number of vessels that have been em¬ 
ployed in the East-India trade for the last seven years from Boston and 
Salem?—In 1823 there were forty-two American ships during that year in 
Canton. Altogether the trade has fallen off considerably now: I think, for 
the last two or three years there have not been so many; there have not 
been more than half that number. 

1647 . Can you state, for the last fourteen or fifteen years, what have been 
the number of Boston ships lost in the China trade, either in the outward or 
homewai'd-bound voyage ?—I do not remember but one Boston ship being 
lost: that is between fourteen and fifteen years. Rapid is the name of the 
ship; she was commanded by Captain Dawe: she was cast away on New 
Holland, going an eastern passage. 

1648 . Have there been any homeward-bound ships lost?—There was a 
Philadelphia ship in March 1824, called the Colutnbia, lost at the east end 
of Banca, 

1649 . Have you not made several voyages to India as well as to China?— 

I have, twelve within the last thirteen years 

1650 . Can you state what has been the average length of these voyages? 

—About ten months out and home. The longest passage I ever had to Java, 
which we take the passage from either to Europe or America, was ninety-six 
days j and two yeai*s ago I came from Arzgier, which is the starting-point in 
Java, in eighty-one days, with a sugar-loaded ship. 

1651 . Have those voyages that you speak of all been earned on with the 
same number of men that you have already mentioned, in proportion to the 
tonnage ?—The same number. 

1652 . Are the American ships, as compared with the British-built ships, 
built more for the purpose of speed and use than for that of carrying bulk ? 

—Our modern-built vessels, 1 think, are all about the same; they carry 

equally 
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equally as well as the British vessels: but the ship that 1 commanded to 
China was a ship built some yearsshe would not carry quite so well, but 
sailed much faster. 

1653 . What has been the alteration that has taken place in your modern- 
built ships?—-They have made them longer, deeper, and not so wide. 

1654 . In what mode do you take the measurement of the tonnage of your 
ships ?—From the length halt the breadth of beam is'taken ; by the depth of 
the whole multiplied by the length, and divided by 95. 

1655 . With what object is it that that mode of taking the measurement 
has been determined upon ?—I cannot say. 

1656 . Is the nominal tonnage of a ship built in one of those modes 
greater in proportion to its real capacity than that of one built in the other; 
and will you explain the mode in which the difference is produced ?—It is 
different, owing to the ships being much narrower, having more length and 
greater depth in the hold; a vessel of that description, a vessel of 28 feet 
beam, and 100 feet long, would not carry nearly so much as a vessel of 2 6 
feet beam, and adding greatly to the length and depth, which does not in¬ 
crease the tonnage in the same ratio. 

1657 . What reason have the Americans for employing smaller ships rather 
than those larger ships which are generally employed by the East-India 
Company ?—1 believe they think them more expeditious generally in per¬ 
forming the voyage; and the cargo frequently in America is owned by a 
merchant, and he prefers having his goods go in his own ship, in preference 
to having a very large ship and getting some other persons to fill her up. 

1658 . Is there any tonnage duty paid in America on the registers ?—There 
is : it is small, but 1 cannot tell the exact amount. 

1659 . Do not American vessels sail with fewer men than the English 
vessels do ?—I think we do. 

1660 . What is the proportion between the crew of an American vessel 
and that of a British vessel?—I should think a British vessel of 400 tons 
would have five to seven more than an American vessel of 400 tons. 

1661 . Then, of course, having fewer men, you have more room for cargo 
than the English or Dutch ships have ?—Yes. 

1662 . Do you accommodate your crew as well as the English vessels do ? 
—I think we do better. 

1663 . Do you allow them the same space ?—I think we do. Perhaps the 
Company’s ships have better, because they have the accommodations of 
men-of war; but I believe ours are fully as comfortable as the free traders, 
and I am sure that we feed them much better. 

1664. Have not the Company’s ships much better accommodation and 
more room ?—They have. 


1665. What 
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1665. What was your freight out and home ?■—-I had no freight on my 
own ship ; the cargo belonged solely to the owner of the cargo and myself. 

1666. What would the freight be P—The last year I was there, I shipped 
teas at SO dollars per ton to America from China, in an American ship, 
allowing ten quarter-boxes to a ton, which measures about forty-one feet; 
but it is customary to take ten quarter-boxes. 

1667. Are you of opinion that you can still import teas into Holland, 
notwithstanding the higher duties now paid in the ports in Hollaud ?—I 
think we can compete with the Dutch yet. 

1668. Do the Americans now carry on the trade of tea to Holland as 
much as formerly ?—Not so much. 

1669. Can you state any reason why they do not?—It is owing to the 
Company of Dutch merchants, the Dutch Trading Company, sending a 
number of ships to China. 

1670. Have their transactions been attended with loss or gain ?—I believe 
they have been attended with considerable loss. 

1671. Do you consider the tea that you get in this country equal to what 
you get in America ?-—I do not think it is so strong, the tea that I have been 
able to get here for my own use. 

1672. Does that apply to the green or to the black teas ?-—To the black 
teas. 

I678. To what do you ascribe this difference?—I .should think the tea 
I generally purchase here, retail, is old tea that has lost a great part of its 
flavour and strength. 

1674<. What price have you paid here for good souchong tea, retail ?— 
Five shillings and sixpence. 

1675. What would you pay for similar tea in America ?—Two shillings, 
or 50 cents. 

1676. Can you tell how much of that 2s. is duty ?—On the black tea, 
souchong, it is 25 cents, which is about 1 2^d .: it is, in fact, Is. 0 \d. out 
of 2s. 

1677* Can you state the proportion the duties bear to the price of tea in 
other descriptions of tea ?—The duty on gunpowder and imperial is 50 cents; 
on young hyson, 40 cents ; 40 parts of the Spanish dollar out of 100 parts ; 
on hyson-skin it is 28 ; on Congo and all black teas, bohea excepted, it is 25; 
on bohea it is 12. 

1678. Can you give the per-centage of the duties in America upon the 
teas generally ?—It is not put upon a per-centage, it is so much per pound. 

1679. With reference to the average prices, how much would it be ?—The 
duties are about equal to the cost at Canton. 

1680. Is not it 45 per cent, in America upon the average?—The price of 
tea in America varies, but the duty is permanent. 

2 A 1681. Do 
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1681. Do you know how many American houses of business there are 
residing at Canton ?—There are seven or eight. 

1682. Have they several partners, generally speaking?—There are in 
some of the houses three or four partners, in others only one person. 

1688 . Have there been any failures among those houses in your recollec¬ 
tion ?—There is the house of Thompson, who was the son of Mr. Thompson 
(I cannot say the house of Thompson in Canton failed) that failed in the 
United States, owing, I believe, to some smuggling transactions. 

1684. Is there any other failure that has occurred within your knowledge ? 
—I know of no American that has failed in Canton. 

1685. Are the Boston merchants trading with China generally considered 
very wealthy persons ?—They are. 

1686. Are you acquainted with Colonel Perkins?—I am. 

1 687 . Is not he one of the principal merchants in Boston?—He is the 
principal. Theodore Lyman has been one of the greatest traders. 

1688. In general, among the wealthy merchants in Boston, are not the 
wealthiest among those connected with the trade to China?—Ihey are. 

1689. Do they continue to have the same reputation for wealth that they 
used to have ?—-The Boston merchants do : there have been several of the 
New York merchants connected with the China trade who have failed. 

I. 690 . When at Canton, did you understand that the Americans received 
any protection from the East-India Company’s Factory ?—I never understood 
that they received any protection. 

1691. Supposing that Factory were withdrawn, do you think that the 
situation of the Americans would be worse or better than it is at present ?— 
I think it would be quite as well: I cannot say that it would be worse or 
better - , but it would make ho difference. 

1692. Is the American trade popular with the Chinese ?—I believe it is. 

1693. Is it as much so as that of the East-India Company?—I believe 
that the reason why the Chinese favour the American trade is on account of 
the great quantity of specie that is brought there: the Company have im¬ 
ported large quantities of goods. I suppose the only preference would be, 
which trade they found most beneficial to themselves. 

1694. Do you know any thing respecting the British manufactures taken 
from this country by the Americans?—Nothing; I have frequently seen the 
goods there, but had nothing to do with them. 

1695 . Do you know whether those goods generally pay duties, or whether 
they are smuggled into China?—I believe they generally pay duty ; except, 
in some cases, officers going might smuggle a small investment: but the 
respectable merchants, 1 think, would not have any thing to do with smug¬ 
gling. 

1696. The 
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1696. The respectable merchants, either British or American ?~-Either. 

1697- Were you ever engaged in the fur trade ?—Never, otherwise than 
carrying a few casks on freight. 

1698. Do you know whether the animals from which the furs are got have 
considerably diminished in quantity ?—The sea otter has, considerably; the 
land furs perhaps not much. 

1699. Do you know of the arrival of any ships in China bringing furs from 
the north-west coast of America ?—The person that owned my ship had a 
ship which arrived in Canton while I was there with furs. 

1700. At the present moment, is a smaller quantity of furs than heretofore 
brought into the market of Canton ?-—A smaller quantity of the sea otter; 
perhaps of the other furs there are as many. 

1701. Do you know whether furs, and warm clothing of that description, 
is in much request in China ?—It is. All the Chinese that can afford it, 
generally wear woollens or camlets lined with furs, in the neighbourhood of 
Canton. 

1702. During the whole year, or a part of the year?—During a part of 
the year; during the cold season, from March to April. 

1703. Is there a good deal of cold at that period ?—There is j I have seen 
it freeze in the Canton river at night. 

1704. What is the latitude ?—Between 22 and 2S degrees. 

1705. Are you aware whether the American ships coming to Canton are 
occasionally in the habit of running across to the Philippines and bringing 
back rice to China ?—It is frequently the case. 

1706. Do they derive any advantage from it?—They save what is called 
in China the cumshaw measurement, which is the ship duty. 

1707. What does that mean ?—It is a present; it is levied on the ship ; it 
is a tonnage duty. 

1708. What is the amount of it ?—On my vessel it is averaged from 45 to 
4,800 dollars. 

1709. In fact, do the Chinese favour the admission of raw produce from 
other countries?—Of rice in particular. 

1710. Is not that part of the port charges which is called the cumshaw the 
same for every ship ?—I believe it is. 

1711. Do you recollect the amount of it: is it 1,900 tales?—It is some¬ 
where not far from that. 

1712. Is not that part of the duty calculated according to the distance 
between the foremost part of the mizenmast and the aftermost part of the 
foremast ?—Between the centre of the mizenmast and the centre of the fore¬ 
mast in length, and the breadth from the middle of the mainmast to the side 
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2 March 1830. of the ship, half the breadth : a vessel with two masts is measured from the 
-end of the tiller to the foremast. 

Captaw A. Coffin.. jyjg. What is the rate of freight between Boston and Canton ?—The 
usual rate, where a vessel has been taken up, has been heretofore about 40 
dollars a ton measurement for the voyage out and home. A ship-owner will 
carry out specie and take home the goods at 40 dollars a ton measurement; 
or on nankeens 9 per cent, on the ship ; on silk goods, 6|- per cent. 

1714. Does that cover all the charges?—That covers all the charges; 
because we buy the goods free of expense, deliverable on board. 

1715. Does that cover the port charges in Canton ?—They are paid by 
the shipper out of that, except some small charge for Factory hire. 

1716. Is the insurance included in that?—The insurance is not included. 

1717* What is the rate of commission paid on the purchase of teas?—Two 
to per cent, upon the invoice price. 

1718. To whom is it paid?—To the supercargoes or merchants there. 
Some do the business at 2, and some at 2 h per cent. 

1719. Do you know what the rate paid by the British there is?—I do not. 
I have understood that the British merchants residing there did the country 
business at 5 per cent. 

1720. Supposing a ship brings a cargo into Canton, and loads with tea in 
return, would there be a commission both ways ?—There would on the sales 
and the purchases. 

1721. What would be the amount of that commission?—A person 
having the consignment of goods out and home would probably do it at 
four per cent.; but five per cent., that is, per cent, each way, is the 
highest commission. 

1722. Is the commission included in the 40 dollars paid for the freight? 
—1 am not sure whether it is or not, because I never took any freight in my 
own ship either out or home; but I believe the 40 dollars covers it. 

1723. Have you any English seamen in your ship’s Company at Canton ? 
—I generally have one or two or three amongst the company. 

1724. Have you found that they conducted themselves as well as the 
Americans ?—I cannot say that I have ever seen any difference. 

1725. How soon did you arrive at Canton after the execution of an Italian 
sailor on board an American ship ?—From five to eight months. 

1726. Do you know any thing of the nature of the transaction ?—I fre¬ 
quently heard it stated, and had it from the supercargo of that ship, meeting 
him on that voyage down at Angier. 

1727. What was the name of the ship ?—The Emily, of Baltimore. 

1728. Can you state any thing of the circumstance of that transaction ?— 
I understood that the woman that was killed or drowned was in a boat under 
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the ship’s bows, and something passing between the sailor and the woman, 
he took an earthen jar and threw it at her, and struck the woman on the 
side of the head, consequently she fell overboard, and when she was taken 
up she was dead. At the time it might have been settled for a trifling amount 
of 100 or 200 dollars, but after getting to the ears of the Mandarins they 
demanded life for life. It was thought by the Americans there that the sailor 
did not intend to kill the woman : whether it was done in sport or in anger 
they could not tell, but they agreed that the man should not be given up ; 
consequently, for some time the American trade was stopped, and the Man¬ 
darins persisted in demanding the man. 

1729. How long was it stopped ?—I cannot tell the exact period, but for 
some number of days. 

1730. Was it ever proved that the man struck the woman ?—I believe that 
it is not doubted. I had it from the supercargo of the ship, that the jug that 
he threw at her struck the woman ; but the matter was never properly in¬ 
vestigated. 

1731. Supposing a woman to have been killed by an American seaman in 
the port of London, would not that American seaman have been tried accord¬ 
ing to the laws of this country ?—No doubt of it. 

1732. And it is presumed the same would happen in America, and every 
part of the civilized world ?—No doubt. 

1733. Do you know whether the man was tortured or not ?—I believe he 
was not: he was very shortly put to death after arriving. They got him by 
stratagem out of the ship. 

1734. It has been stated that the American consul resigned his appoint¬ 
ment in consequence of this affair. Do you know whether that was the case 
or not ?—I never heard that that was the case. Mr. Wilcox was consul at 
the time, and he was consul after I arrived there ; but being a man of con¬ 
siderable business there, the consulship was rather a plague to him, as he 
never took any fees for depositing ship papers, and certifying the landing 
certificates and invoices shipped from there : but I never heard that he gave 
up on account of this transaction. 

1735. When did he resign his office ?—I should think it was full a year 
afterwards. 

1736. Does he reside there now as consul ?—He does not; he is now in 
Philadelphia. 

1737. Is there any American consul there now ?—I am not sure whether 
we have one or not. 

1738. What are the duties of the American consul ?—We are obliged by 
the American law to deposit our ship papers with him, within forty-eight 
hours of our arrival. When goods are carried out that we get a debenture 
on, he signs the landing certificate; it is sworn to before him by the master 
of the ship, and by that means we recover the debenture in America: and 
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2 March 1830. also when piece-goods are shipped from Canton which pay an ad valorem 
~r— duty, the invoice is sworn to before him that it is a fair invoice; on manu- 
Captain A. Coffin. f^ cture( j goods, the duty is paid by a per-centage on the cost. 

1739* And that is sworn before the consul at the port of export ?-- It is. 

1740. Does he exercise any control over the American seamen ?—Not 
any. 

1741. If any complaint was made against any of the American seamen by 
the Chinese authorities, would they apply to the consul ?—They would not; 
they would apply to the security merchant. 

174S. Is the consul recognized by the Chinese authorities at all ?—I never 
heard that he was. 

1743. Are any of the other consuls recognized?—I believe none of them 
are recognized by the Chinese authorities. 

1744. Does the Chinese government recognize the existence of the Com¬ 
pany’s Factory?—I believe not; it is like the other trade. 

1745. Do you understand that the number of American ships trading to 

anton has latterly decreased ?—It has. 

1746. What is the reason of that ?—Owing to the Dutch putting a num¬ 
ber of ships in the trade ; there have been some of the German ships of late 
put in under the Austrian flag, from Hamburgh and Bremen: and also owing 
to the English importing teas into Canada; heretofore, I believe, Canada was 
principally supplied with teas from America. 

1747. Do you apprehend that the ill success of voyages to Canton has 
been the cause of any part of that decrease ?—I do not think the trade for 
the last three or four years has been so lucrative as it was heretofore: 

1748. Are you not of opinion that, supposing that trade were conducted 
upon proper principles, and confined within reasonable limits, the trade 
would be conducted profitably now as it was heretofore?—I do not know 
why it should not. Since the general peace, commercial trade throughout the 
world has been less lucrative of late years. 

1749. Have other branches of trade from the United States decreased in 
the same proportion as the trade between the United States and China ?— 
The East-India trade has decreased to other places fully as much as it has to 
China and Brazil. 

1750. From the United States to Europe and other parts of the world, is 
the trade less now than it was some years ago ?—1 think not to Europe : the 
European and West-India trade is carried on as much as ever it was. 

1751. And to as much advantage?—I think not. 

1752 Taking the trade generally in the United States, is not the profit 
now realized by the merchants less than it was some years ago ?—I should 
think considerably less. T 
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1753. Is there considerable competition in carrying on the foreign trade $ March 1830. 

in America ?—There is. -- 

1754. Can you state the quantity of tea that used to be furnished by the C(1 P tam '"'#»• 
Americans to Canada ?—I cannot state precisely j I should think it was about 

three or four ships’ cargoes of 4*00 tons. 

1755. Was not a great quantity carried in by the smuggling trade ?—It 
was not allowed in any other way. 

17*56. Therefore it is difficult to estimate the amount of it ?—It is. 

1757. What port charges did you pay in China?—Including Factory ex- 
penses and the ship’s expenses, between 7,000 and 8,000 dollars usually on 
my ship ; that is, including the ciunshaw, and the piloting, and the victual¬ 
ling of the ship. 

1758. You have stated that you were enabled to load and unload and de¬ 
part from Canton river in fifteen days j what was the longest time you have 
ever employed in doing that ?—Three months and a half one voyage; I 
arrived there just before the great fire took place. 

1759. If that fire had not taken place, how long should you have been ? 

—Probably five or six weeks. The average is about five or six weeks with 
the Boston ships and the New York ships; but the Philadelphia ships usually 
stay longer ; they generally wait till their silk goods are manufactured : they 
have a great many shippers, and frequently will send two or three supercar¬ 
goes. A person putting in 100,000 dollars sends a person to manage the 
business, and another person sends another: there are a great number of 
shareholders, and their trade is different, so that there is generally some 
delay caused by it. 

1760. Do the Philadelphia ships export more silk manufactured goods 
from Canton than the Boston ships ?—I think they do. 

1761. You stated that the American, China, and India trade has been a 
losing trade for some years; will not the loss of the Canadian trade and the 
Dutch trade account for that ?—I should think it would in a great measure. 

1762. Those two branches having been a great outlet for the American 
trade ?—I think so. 

1763. Have you traded with Calcutta ?—I have. 

1764. Can you state what the port charges there would amount to, in¬ 
cluding all the items you take into your calculation in the port charges at 
Canton ?—It would depend upon the length of time that the vessel laid in 
Calcutta: I lay off about three months in Calcutta. The port charges alto¬ 
gether, with a vessel of about the same size, would be between 5,000 and 
6,000 dollars, including factory rent and expenses. 

1765. Do you conceive that there is any advantage in carrying on 
the China trade with large ships of 1,200 tons burden ?—I could not say. The 
Americans began to build some large ships, as large as 900 tons, but they 

are 
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- There was one called the Washington, of 900 tons, which made tw© 

Captain A. Coffin, voyages to China, and then she was put out of the trade. 

1766. From what port did she sail ?—From New York. 

1767. Did she engage in any other trade ?—She did. The last that I 
heard of her was in the Liverpool trade, carrying cotton. 

1768. What do you consider to be the average size ?—From 400 to 600 
tons. 

1769. From your experience in that trade, should you say that a ship 
from 400 to 600 tons burden was the best size ?—I should think they were 
as good as any size. 

1770. Is the revenue derived by the United States from the duties on tea 
large ?—It is considerable ; I think about two millions of dollars. 

1771 • Do you know whether it is one of the largest items of duty ?■—I 
believe it is the largest of all our trade. 

1772. Is there a drawback upon re-exportation ?—There is. 

1778. Do you include the amount of the drawback ?—-No, that is what 
is actually paid, the net duty. 

1774. Is the revenue derived to the United States from tea increasing or 
not ?—I should think it had fallen off since the Canada trade; because the 
duty on the tea that went into Canada was paid in the United States. 

1775. Do you think there is at present any smuggling of tea into Canada 
from the United States?—I should think there was not much. 

1776. Should you say that the revenue derived by the United States from 
tea is likely to continue increasing or to fall off?—If the same tariff' con¬ 
tinues, I should think it would increase, as the use of tea increases as the 
number of inhabitants increases. 

1777. Do you understand whether there is any difficulty in the collection 
of the tea revenue in the United States?—I never heard of any difficulty. 

1778. Have you ever heard of any smuggling of tea ?—I have; one case 
particularly, by a person of the name of Thompson. 

1779. Is the smuggling of tea carried on extensively in the United 
States ?—I believe not. 

1780. Are you aware that the duty on Congo tea has been much larger 
in proportion than the duty on any other tea imported?—It has been 
larger, taking into consideration the cost of the article. 

1781. Has not its consumption in the United States decreased much 
in consequence of the increased duty ?—I cannot say that the consumption 
has decreased on that account. I think that the consumption of different 
kinds of hyson tea has increased j it perhaps may be from the fancy of the 
people drinking it. 

1782, Can 
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1782. Can you state to what ports of the United States the importation 
of tea is now open ?—To every port where there is a custom-house. 

1783. Can you state any circumstances connected with an American 

ship freighted by British merchants from Buenos Ayres to Canton ?_I re¬ 

collect one ship, a ship called the Parnther, Captain Bowers, which was 
taken up at Buenos Ayres, went to Canton for a voyage; she made two 
voyages; one year in particular, I lay next to her, and was very intimate 
with the captain of her. That ship went out from the United States with a 
cargo of flour and some specie on board, to land her flour at Buenos Ayres 
and to proceed on to Canton. There was, I believe, an English merchant 
and some Spanish house there that wanted to take up a ship to go to 
Canton, and they found they could not send an English ship there, and 
consequently they took up this American ship, and paid her a very large 
charter. 

1784. Do you know what?—I think it was 28,000 dollars for the voyage, 
and the owners of the ship paid the factory expenses in Canton. 

1785. What was the size of the ship ?—-Something less than 400 tons. 

1786. Were not the freights paid upon that ship particularly high ?—They 
were considered very high. 

1787. Do the American ships go to Whampoa ?—'They do. 

1788. Do they invariably go there ?—Not invariably; some of the ships 
stop at Linten and put their specie on board of another ship that is going 
up, and go over to Manilla for rice or some other cargo, and return 
while the cargo is getting ready. 

1789. Ts not the course of trade, in such cases where there are cargoes 
on board, to make arrangements with the Hong merchants for the purchase 
of them ?—I never heard of it. I believe that the goods have to go up to 
Whampoa before they can sell them; except the article of opium, which is 
not allowed. 

1790. Is not the practice of the American ships to discharge part of their 
cargoes before they go to Whampoa ?—No. 

1791. Do they break bulk ?—Generally not. 

1792. Are there exceptions ?—There are some exceptions. 

1793. How does the cargo so discharged find its way into China?-—-By 
the agency of the American merchants there. 

1794 Not of the Hong merchants?—I think not. 

1795. Are not you aware that there is a considerable amount of contra¬ 
band trade carried on through the meaqs stated in the previous question ?— 
In the trade of opium there is considerable. 

1796. The question refers to other articles besides opium.—I know that 
there is some, but I cannot tell the amount. 

1797* You are aware that a considerable number of ships proceed from 
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ports in Great Britain to China laden with British goods; how are they dis¬ 
posed of?—They are generally sold to the Hong merchants and other mer¬ 
chants. . 

1798. Are they discharged in the river below Whampoa ?—I believe they 
are generally discharged at Wharnpoa. I cannot say that it is universally the 

case. 

1799 Is it not within your knowledge that all private resident agents 
are connected with the illicit trade in China?—I think they are not. 1 
think Mr. Cushion is not, and some other merchants. I never myself had 
any thing to the amount of £100 smuggling on board of my ship, ox any 
illicit trade. 

1800. Do you not believe that the smuggling trade is carried on 
to a great extent from ships bearing the American flag going to China? 
—Excepting in opium, I do not think it is to much extent. 

1801. If you agreed to receive goods on fi'eight in your vessel of 39/ 
tons, for how many tons could you obtain payment ?—About 600 tons. ^ 

1802. What would be the result in a Dutch vessel of 397 tons ?—1 hey 
carry about as much as our ships. 

1803. In an English ship what would it be ?—I should think the English 
ships generally carry better. 

1804. In what proportion ?—Perhaps something like ten per cent. 

1805. You are speaking of English merchant vessels, and not of the 
Company’s vessels ?—Not the Company s vessels. 

1806. Do you consider your property as secure in your vessel, navigated 
by eighteen men, as in a Dutch vessel navigated by twenty-seven men ?— 
Much more so. 

1807. From whence does that arise?—I think we have smarter seamen. 

1808. And should you say the same in reference to an English vessel 
navigated by twenty-two men ?—I think we are equally safe. 1 think the 
price of the premiums would answer that question better than any thing 
else. There are no ships that sail that are insured so cheap as the Ame¬ 
rican, particularly to the East-Indies and China. 

1809. What reason have you for believing that a vessel would be as 
secure navigated by eighteen Americans as by twenty-two English ?—If an 
American ship-master is known to get intoxicated they will not insure his 
vessel; consequently, he must be a respectable man, and he frequently has 
the management of the business; but I believe in most other ships you-find 
there is not so much attention paid to the capability of the master and 

officers. . 

1810 Do you know the rate of insurance in London as well as in Ame¬ 
rica ?—I do not. Ian. You 
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1811. You have stated the prices of the several denominations of teas in 
China; are you not aware that there are many gradations of character in all 
the denominations of teas, such as congo and bohea, and other sorts?— 
There is quite a difference. 

1812. To what quality do the prices you have given apply; to the best or 
the lowest quality ?—To about the middling quality; not to the meanest or 
the best. 

1813. You have stated, that in your purchases of teas you have seen the 
Company’s mark covered over, and that you have bought those teas ? - 
Those teas have been shipped in American vessels which had been termed 
by the Hong merchants Company’s teas. 

1814. Are you aware that the Company’s teas undergo a very strict inspec¬ 
tion?—I believe they do : I am not particularly acquainted with the manner 
of that inspection. 

1815. What must you then have inferred from the Company’s mark being 
on the teas; should you not infer that they were rejected teas ?—I do not 
think they were: I think it was that the Hong merchant, wanting some 
ready money, found the easiest way to realize it was to sell the teas to the 

Americans. 

1816. Are you able to state whether the Company pay ready money or 
not ?—1 believe they generally pay a part in merchandize. 

1817. Are chests that have the Company’s mark upon them preferred by 
you to those that have no such mark ?—Not except the tea is actually better. 
The Company’s tea, I believe, is generally considered better, or it bears 
rather a higher price than the other teas. 

1818. Are you a judge of the article of tea yourself? I cannot say that .1 
am a judge of it; but so much so, that I have been trusted with the buying 
of two cargoes. 

1819. When you say the Company’s teas are supposed to be better, do you 
apply that to all kinds of teas?— Not to the green teas ; I had reference to 
the black teas, the souchongs and congos. 

1820. What was the result of your adventure, that you gave an account 
of, to Amsterdam?—The two first voyages, in 1822 and 1823, were pro¬ 
fitable : the other merely gave the ship a freight; there was no loss on it. 

1821. Can you state how much was the per-centage of profit upon the two 
voyages?—I cannot tell; perhaps something like 20 per cent, upon the whole 
investment. 

1822. Has there been any continuance of that trade ?—I have not been in 
that trade since. 

1823. Why did you not continue in that trade?—It was found not so 

profitable, and we entered into a trade with other parts of India. 

1 2B2 1824. Can 
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2 iWarch 1830. 1824. Can you state whether any other ships sailed, about the time you 

-- speak of?—There were several, but I cannot give the result of the voyages. 

1825. Who was the owner of your ship?—Theodore Lyman, of Boston. 

1826. What was your last voyage ?—To Siam. 

1827. Is the tea you purchased for the Dutch market, in general equal or 
superior to what you purchased for the American ?—We generally endeavour 
to get better tea for the Dutch market than for the American market: tea 
that is selected for the Dutch market. 

1828. Is it better or worse than that usually selected by the Company for 
the English market ?—I should think it is nearly the same quality. 

1829. What was the proportion of tea to the other articles in the return 
cargo ?—About three-quarters of the amount of the whole invoice has 
generally been teas. 

1830. And how much in bulk ?—Nine-tenths of the bulk. 

1831. Had you not some other articles besides tea ?—Yes, manufactured 
silks, nankeens, cassia. 

1832. If a ship were laden with tea entirely, would not a large ship of 
1200 tons be preferable to stow tea-chests only?—Generally a ship, as 
she increases in size, will stow more according to her tonnage than a small 
vessel. 

1833. How many pounds of tea do you calculate a ton to carry?_I 

should think between 700 and 800; but the chests are all about an equal 
size, and we count ten chests to measure a ton. It does not vary much from 
forty cubic feet. 

1834. Are not the duties at Canton much larger in proportion upon small 
vessels than upon large ?—They are ; and, I believe, they are the same on 
all: they are classed in three different classes, the first, second, and third 
class. 

1835. Are you or not of opinion that a ship of 500 or 600 tons burthen, 
with reference to the bars and shoals in the river of Canton, and approaching 
the river, is much better adapted to the trade than a ship of 1200 ton£ 
which draws so much more water ?—-There is little or no risk till she gets to 
the bars in the river: then there are two bars, which the Company’s ships 
generally go below before they load entirely; they take in part of their cargo 
at Whampoa, and then proceed down the river to the second bar to load. 

1836. Are not ships of 600 tons able to go up to Whampoa and take in 
the whole of their cargo there ?—A ship of 600 or 800 tons might do it. 

1837. Were you at Canton in the year 1821 ?—I was not. 

1838. Did you go in 1822 ?-—I did. 

1839. Did you hear whether, in consequence of the event you have men¬ 
tioned of a woman being killed by an Italian sailor, the Americans were not 

treated 
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treated exactly the same as they had been before ?—I have not heard that it 
has injured the character of the Americans. 

1840. Is the American flag hoisted at the consul’s house at Canton ?—I 
believe not since the fire in 1822, when the flag-staff was burnt down. There 
is a flag-staff that stands out in front of the Factory, where it is hoisted, 
but I believe it is not universally flying: if there is a consul there, it is 
optional with him whether he will hoist it or not. 

1841. Does he hoist it?—I have seen it hoisted, and there have been times 
when it has not been hoisted ; but it is left at his own option. 

1842. Have you heard of any mutinies on board the American ships in 
the Canton river ?—I have, among the sailors. 

1843. Did you ever hear of any authority interfering for the purpose of 
settling any thing of that kind?—I never knew any authority interfere; it 
is generally managed-among the other Americans. 

1844. Had they any communication with the authorities?—They had no 
communication with the authorities. I never heard that the Chinese would 
interfere in case of any difficulty on board a foreign ship. 

1845. Have you never heard that the Company’s Factory there have com¬ 
munications with the government ?—I cannot say whether they have or not. 

1846. You know that the Americans have not ?—I believe they have not. 

1847. Do you know whether there was a trial of the Italian sailor?—I 
believe there was no trial. The Americans refused to give him up, and con¬ 
sequently the trade was stopped. The Hong merchants wishing that the 
trade should go qn, had told the captain and supercargo of the ship that if 
they would give the man up to go to Canton to be examined he should be 
returned again, and the Hong merchants said that the Mandarins had pro¬ 
mised that that should be the case; consequently the captain and supercargo 
allowed the man to go down, and in a few moments after he landed at 
Canton he was strangled, and they sent word that they could take him away 
and bury him. 

1848. Had the captain and the supercargo no reason to suspect that he 
would not have a fair trial ?—They had no reason. The Hong merchants 
said that they were deceived by the Mandarins. A few days after that the 
American trade went on as usual. 

1849. Do you suppose that they were not before aware of the nature of 
Chinese justice ; that they did not know that they were not perfectly just, 
like other nations, in their trial of prisoners ?—I believe the captain and 
the supercargo of the ship had no doubt but that the man would be returned 
to the ship again after he was examined. 

1850. Is that fact now pretty well known among the American ship¬ 
owners ?—Yes. 

1851. It 
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18.51. It is presumed that they do not continue in their former ignorance 
with regard to the the Chinese modes of justice ?-—No, I suspect not. 

1852. Do you know of the agreements made with respect to the purchase 
of teas by Americans being regulated by the price given by the Company ? 
—I have no knowledge of any such transactions. 

1853. Do you think that a trade with an assorted cargo could be carried 
on with any thing like the advantage of a trade in which the outward cargo 
consists of dollars ?—I believe the Chinese like dollars better than they do 
almost any thing else. 

1854. Have not the Americans carried on that trade almost entirely since ? 
Mostly : some of our ships have taken British manufactures. 

1855. Have they found themselves the better for it?—I cannot say, 
having myself nothing to do with those transactions. Merchants generally 
keep those things pretty much to themselves, particularly if they are making 
a profit; and if they are losing, they say little about it. 

1856. Do you know that that trade has been a losing trade ?—I do not 
know whether it has been a losing or a profitable trade. 1 have frequently 
heard it discussed. 

1857. Can you say, when it was discussed, whether it was said to be a 
losing or a gaining trade ?—There is a house which is remaining out there 
which has received a good many British goods from Liverpool. Mr. Dunn 
is the agent there; and I think they must have made it profitable, because 
they still continue to carry it on. 

1858. In the discussions at which you have been present, have not you 
heard that it was a losing trade ?—Latterly they have said that there has been 
little or nothing gained by it. 

1859. Has there not been something lost ?—I cannot say that There has 
been much lost in the trade. 

1860. Do you not believe that it has been a losing trade ?—I do not think 
it has, generally speaking. 

1861. Do you know why it has decreased so much?—In the article of 
British manufauctures I do not think the trade has been decreased: to the 
best of my knowledge, there have been as many British manufactures sent 
out in American ships the last three or four years, as the three or four 
years previous. 

1862. Have they been sold ?—I cannot say, not having been there the last 
three or four years, 

1863. Have you never heard it discussed whether those goods did find a 
market at Canton ?—I know that a considerable quantity has found a market; 
whether all that has been carried out, I cannot say, 

1864. Did you not hear that it was at very low prices ?—I cannot say 

whether 
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whether the person was making a profit or loss: at the time I was there it 2 March 1830. 
was considered profitable. 

1865. When were you there last?—In 1824. 

1866. Since that time have you heard the matter discussed ?—No. 

IS67. Then you cannot say whether it has been a losing trade since that 

time ?—I can say nothing upon that. 

1868. Is there any article of manufacture in the United States which is 
calculated for the India or the China market ?—There is the article of white 
cotton goods. 

1869. Has that been sent out in large quantities ?—There have been con¬ 
siderable shipments made to China. 

1870. Did it appear to you that the Chinese government was anxious to 
increase its foreign trade ?—I believe they are aware of the advantages of a 
foreign trade. 

1871. Do you think they would be as desirous as America, or England, 
or Holland would be, to increase their foreign trade?—I should think very 
likely they would. They seem to be aware of the advantages of a foreign 
trade as well as other people. 

1872. Have they any shipping carrying merchandize to foreign ports of 
Europe or America ?—'Their shipping carry merchandize, but not to Europe 
or America. 

1873. Do you believe that if the demand for fine teas increased, the 
supply could be readily brought up to reach such demand?—I cannot, 
answer that question, having so little knowledge of the way in which the 
teas are manufactured. 

1874. Do you believe that an additional number of ships trading to 
Canton would lower the profits so much as to render the trade a bad one to 
carry on ?—I should think a considerable increase of trade there would lower 
the profits. 

1875. Are the American traders to China alarmed lest the British trade 
with China should be thrown open to the public ?—I think not. 

1876. Have you been at Sincapore and Siam ?—I have. 

1877- Have you found any quantity of Chinese junks there?—At Siam a 
large quantity. 

1878. What quantity have you ever seen there at one time?—I should 
think eighty. 

1879. Of what size ?—Some of them would carry 700 or 800 tons, and 
some others perhaps 200 or 300. 

1880. Do those junks carry on an extensive trade with different parts ot 
China besides Canton ?—They are principally from other parts; very few 
from Canton. 

1881. Do 
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1881. Do they import teas in any considerable quantities into Siam ?— 
They do. 

1882. What amount of teas do you think at any one time you have known 
to be in Siam, imported by those junks ?—That would be a difficult question. 

1883. Did you find any Chinese tea there ?—A large quantity. I should 
have no difficulty at any time in loading one, two, or three ships of the size 
that I had there. 

1884. What quality of tea ?—Principally black teas : souchong and Congo 
of very good quality. 

1885. Have you ever bought any tea there ?—-Only for my ship’s use. 

1886. What did you find to be the price of the same quality of tea, as 
compared with that which you purchased at Canton ?—The price was very 
little increased above what I could get the same tea for at Canton. 

1 887 . Do you conceive that tea might be imported into England from 
Siam, or any of the eastern islands, at a cheaper rate than that at which it 
is now imported from Canton ?—I should think not. I should think it 
would be imported cheaper direct from China, unless there was more 
carried to those places than was wanted for the supply. 

1888. Do you think that the communication from Siam to the other ports 
of China besides Canton, by means of junks, affords any prospect of a 
market for British or American goods in China ?— I believe by the junks 
there is considerable trade carried on to all the ports. 

1889. Do not some of those junks sail from the provinces of Kiangnan 
' and Fokien ?-— 1 They do. 

1890. Are not those provinces where tea is grown?-—! cannot say 
precisely. 

18Q1. Have you ever been on board of a junk?—Many. 

1892. Are you aware that every junk contains a great variety of indivi¬ 
dual merchants, who carry their investment down, and after disposing of 
it return to the port from whence they came?—They do: a junk is cut up 
into small apartments and let out to individual merchants. 

1893. From what ports eastward of Canton on the Chinese coast do those 
junks principally come ?—I do not know the names of many of the ports. 
Chicho is a place of considerable trade ; the names of the other places I do 
not know. 

1894. Have you on board of those junks bought or sold any article?-— 
No, I have not. 

1895. Then you are not aware how far those individuals are shrewd and 
keen merchants?—I have traded with the junk people on shore, and they 
are very keen and shrewd in their trade. 

1896. What cargoes do those junks usually take back from Siam and 
Sincapore ?—They take sugar, horns, hides, ivory, and spices; and from 

Sincapore 
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Sincapore they take rattans and pepper: whether they take British piece- a M arch 1 830, 
goods I cannot state. Captain A, Coffin, 

1897. Do you know whether they take any quantity of hides ?-—A con¬ 
siderable quantity of hides. 

1898. You have stated that the Company’s large ships are obliged from 
their size to go below the second bar in the Canton river before they 
complete their cargo * are you aware whether that incurs a very considerable 
increased expense in loading the cargo?—I believe it does not increase the 
expense of loading. 

1899. You have stated that, you believe opium is the principal thing 
smuggled by the American ships ; when you have been there, have you not 
seen a number of English opium-traders lying outside the river ?—I have 
seen one or two, not a number; I think at one time I saw three English 
opium vessels lying there. 

1900. From what you saw when you were there, do you consider there 
is more opium smuggled by the Americans than by the English ?—I think 
there is more by the English : we have generally only one vessel, and the 
British have two or three. 

1901. You have mentioned an unfortunate occurrence which happened 
with reference to an Italian at Canton: since you knew any thing about 
Canton, have you ever heard of any similar occurrence with any American 
ship ?—I never have. 

1902. Has any other occurrence ever taken place to stop the trade at 
Canton ?—Not with the Americans; I believe with the English an occur¬ 
rence did take place of some man-of-war, some frigate, killing some men: 
they wanted the other men sent out $ some two or three men that were killed 
by the British frigate. 

■ 1903. Did that stop the American trade?—It did not stop the American 

trade, but the Company’s servants left Canton, I believe, on account of it. 

1904. Is it not the fact'that they would not deliver them up, and that 
they succeeded in their opposition to that demand ?—They did. 

1905. What is the name of the port in Siam to which you have referred as 
being resorted to by the Chinese ?-—Bankok. 

1906. What goods do the Chinese junks generally take there from China ? 

—They take teas and earthenware and preserves. 

1 907 . Much tea ?—Considerable quantity of goods. 

1908. Were those junks Chinese junks, or Cochin-Chinese junks ?—Mostly 
Chinese. Last year there were no Cochin-Chinese, in consequence of diffi¬ 
culties between the Siamese and the Cochin-Chinese. 

1909. Has the number of Chinese increased of late years at Bankok and 
Sincapore ?—I cannot say whether thev have or not. 

. % C 1910. As 
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1910. As you had no supercargo on your second voyage, did you find any 
difficulty in making your selections of teas ?—Not any. 

1911. In what way did you proceed to make those selections ?—l opened 
a number of chests of each chop, and by having a parcel of cups, weighed 
a certain portion, and drew the tea by putting boiling water on it. One me¬ 
thod of trying the quality of tea is by rubbing it in the hand. 

1912. You do not think any difficulty would be found by any person con¬ 
versant with the trade in making those selections ?—Not more than other 
articles of trade. 

1913. When you spoke of tea being brought cheaper direct from Canton 
to England than if it came through the circuitous channel of Sincapore, did 
you at that time contemplate the prices at which it is sold by the East-India 
Company, or the prices at which it would be brought by other traders ?—I 
looked at the prices now paid by the East-India Company. 

1914-. Have you never heard that the Americans applied to the Company’s 
Factory to aid them in their intercourse with the Chinese authorities ?—Not 
to my knowledge. They may have done so, but I never heard of it. 

1915. Have you made any computation of the amount per pound of the 
freight of tea in your vessels ?—I have not. I should think about four or five 
cents would be a fair freight per pound ; that is about %\d. 

1916. You said that your cargoes to America were principally black 
tea; have you found the importation of black tea the most profitable ?— 
Not for the American market; but the black teas were selected for the 
Dutch market. 

1917. When you spoke of the rate of insurance being lower on American 
vessels than on British, did you mean the insurance in America?—I meant 
in America only. I presume it would not be less in England. 

1918. You were understood to say, that that insurance would depend upon 
a knowledge of the character of the person that should have the command 
of the vessel ?—Considerably. 

1919. And, of course, that knowledge could be better obtained as 
respecting an American, than as respecting any foreigner in America ?— 
Certainly. 


Jovis, 4° die Martii, 1830. 

Mr. JOHN AKEN called in, and examined. 

1920. You reside at Wapping?—Ido. 

19*2*1. You were formerly master of the Investigator, a discovery ship ?— 
I was, 
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1922. After that did you command a ship trading between India and 
China ?—I did. 

1923. What was the name of that ship ?—The Exmouth. 

1924. How many voyages did you perform in the Exmouth between India 
and China ? —Two. 

1925. In what years?—In 1817, 1818, and 1819. 

1926. What did your cargo consist of to China?—Principally cotton; 
there were also opium, and putchick, a species of dye, I think, for the nan¬ 
keen. 

1927. Is it a vegetable or a mineral dye ?—Vegetable. 

1928. Do you know whether that dye is used any where but in China?— 
I cannot say. The other articles were steel, nutmegs, cloves, rattans, and 
saltpetre. 

1929. What was the sort of steel that you took ?—It is generally the cast 
steel; it is sometimes blistered steel: we took both kinds of steel. 

1930. Was it in the manufactured articles ?—No, in small bars. 

1931. Was that steel the produce of India ?—No, imported into Calcutta 
from England. 

1932. Through whom did you generally transact your business at Canton ? 
—The Hong merchants. 

1933. Did you ever find any difficulty in trading with the outside mer¬ 
chants ?—Not the least. 

1934. You have often traded with them ?—With both. 

1935. In what way do you select the Hong merchant with whom you shall 
trade ?—-We generally, on our arrival, agree with those that will give us the 
most for our cargo, and the person that takes the cargo is the person that 
becomes security to the government. 

1936. Did you give him any advantage in your dealing to induce him to 
become the security merchant ?—Nothing. 

1937- Do you pay him any fee ?—None. 

1938. Do you find that some of the merchants are always willing to become 
security for the ships arriving there upon those terms ?—Always. 

1939. What was the size of the Exmouth ?—695 Calcutta tons ; in Eng¬ 
lish measurement she was 725. ' 

1940. What is the reason for the difference between the Calcutta and the 
English measurement ?—I cannot say that: it is some little difference in 
taking the length of the keel. 

1941. In what way do the Chinese measure the vessels ?—The Chinese 
measure the vessels from the centre of the mizenmast to the centre of the 
foremast, and they take the extreme breadth close behind the mainmast, 
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and multiply them together, and divide the product by ten to give the 

measurement. 

194Q. Are all the charges excepting the cumshaw paid upon a ship in 
the port of Canton, proportioned to the size of the ship ?—I think they are ; 
there may be some little difference, but it must be merely casual expenses. 

1943. Will you state what the cumshaw is ?—The cumshaw is a present. 

1944. What does it amount to ?—1,950 dollars. 

1945. Is that the same upon all ships?—It is. 

1946. Do you know when that cumshaw originated ?—In 1704. 

1947. Do you know at whose instigation it originated ?—I have often 
heard it said, both in China and in India, that the supercargoes gave this to 
the superior mandarins, to induce them to show them favour, which they sup- 
posed they had some profit by : it has continued, and now it has become 
the law there; they demand it from all ships. 

1948. Do you know whether that present is paid to the government 01 
paid to the individual Mandarins?—I think it is principally amongst the 
Mandarins: but there is a part of it goes to government, and then it is 
divided amongst the different. Mandarins. All the officers in China aie caller 
Mandarins. 

1949. Are there not other duties paid there for the compradore ?—'The 

compradore has his fees ; his fees are generally 300 or 400 dollars ; but tlieie 
is a sum paid to the compradore, for different duties, winch 1 am not 
acquainted with. The compradore’s altogether generally amounts to nearly 
2,000 dollars. - 

1950. Does that sum of 2,000 dollars form a part of the port, charges at. 
Canton ?—It does. 

1951. What was the whole amount of the expenses of the Exmouth at 
Canton on each voyage ?—About 9,000 dollars. 

1952. In what year Was that ?—That was in 1818 and 1819* 

1953. To whom were the goods that you took out to Canton sold ? I sold 
them to the Hong merchants. 

1954. Was any charge made for commission by the Hong merchants?— 
Not any. 

1955. Do the outside merchants charge any commission upon sales and 
purchases ?—None at all, 

1956. Have you ever consigned any part of your cargo to resident English 
or other foreign merchants?—Yes ; to the American consul. 

1957. Can you state the amount of his charges on that consignment?- 
Three and a half per cent, on the sale price at Canton. 

1958. What was tile charge of the American consul for negociating bills ? 

-One per cent. ' 195 g. what 
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1959. What was his charge upon goods purchased ?—Two and a half per 
cent, upon the invoice price. 

1960. Do you consider the charges on shipping at Canton to be high or 
otherwise ?—I think they are very moderate, considering that there is no 
more paid for a rich cargo than for a vessel arriving in ballast. It is no 
matter what cargo you take there, the same duties are paid; if you take 
a very rich cargo, the duties come to very little indeed. 

1961. The port charges, then, do not vary in proportion to the value of 
the cargo, but only to the admeasurement of the ship ?—That is all. 

1962. Is there or not a facility in transacting business in the port ot 
Canton ?—Great facility. 

1963. Do you conceive there is as great facility in transacting business in 
the port of Canton as in any other port with which you are acquainted ?— 
I think more. 

1964. As much as there is in India?—A great deal more. 

196.5. Is there as much facility in transacting business in Canton as 
in ports in England?—\es, and a great deal more. 

1966. Why is it that you should say there is more facility ?—You have 
nothing to do but with one man, and when you once get your bargain made 
you have no trouble whatever. 

1967. Are the cargoes of ships easily discharged .-'—Very easily. We do 
not lie very near to Canton; we are about eight miles from Canton, at a place 
called Whampoa. 

1968. Then they are discharged by means of lighters ?—They are. 

1969. And loaded in the same way ?—Yes. 

1970. Do you conceive that the Hong merchants are liberal in their 
dealings or otherwise ?—Very liberal. 

1971. Should you place confidence in their honesty and honour? I have 
every reason to believe they are honest in every respect. 

1972. Do you find them cautious in making their bargains?—Very cau¬ 
tious. 

1973. Did they adhere to those contracts which they entered into?—Yes; 
I scarcely ever knew of any person ever sutfering by them at all. 

1974. What should you say, in that respect, with regard to the outside 
merchants ?—The outside merchants are people that you can scarcely ever 
tell what character they are of, unless you have dealt with them once 
or twice; if you deal with a stranger you may be minus, and it o.ten 
requires caution. 

1975. It is presumed that the outside merchants, like other met chants, 
contain an admixture of good and bad ?—No doubt. 

1976. And some of them are very respectable ?—They are. n 

1977* Would 
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1977. Would you as soon deal with an outside merchant as you would 
with a Hong merchant ?—No, I would not. 

1978. Supposing you had had dealings with an outside merchant, and 
found him to be a man of respectability, you would then have no diffi¬ 
culty in dealing with him ?—Not the least; there are many of them that 
I have dealt with, that I would as soon deal with as any persons. 

1979. Do you consider the navigation to Canton easy ?—Very easy. 

1980. Have you ever had any unpleasant occurrence with your crew 
when at Canton ?—Not any. 

1981. What was the description of your crew?—Lascars, and some Eu¬ 
ropeans. 

1982. Of what nation?—A mixture of almost all nations; some Portu¬ 
guese and some Spaniards, and some Englishmen. We generally took six 
Europeans in the country ships just for steering the ship, what they call sea- 
cunnies. I had six young men with me that I took from here as apprentices, 
w’ho acted as mates or midshipmen. 

1983. Were those young men Englishmen?—They were Englishmen. 

1984. Are the sea-cunnies Europeans?—They are some of them Portu¬ 
guese Indians. 

1985. Are they not all Indian Portuguese ?—Some of them are European 
Portuguese. 

1986. Should you not think a mixed crew of that kind quite as difficult 
to manage as a crew consisting of English sailors ?—No, I do not think they 
are ; English sailors would be worse to manage, I think. 

1987. Should you imagine that, with proper care and attention, whatever 
might be the crew of the ship arriving at Canton, there would be any 
reason to apprehend any impediment to the trade <Mi account of the conduct 
of that crew ?—Not the least. 

1988. Have any difficulties been encountered on account of the present 
freedom of trade between India and China in the port of Canton ?— 
Not any. 

1989. Do you conceive there would be any reason to apprehend diffi. 
culties, provided the trade between England and China was as free as the 
trade between India and China ?—Not the least. The Company’s ships are 
all navigated by Englishmen, and the Americans are all navigated by their 
own people, and I have never seen much difference between the American 
and the Company’s seamen. 

1990. Do you imagine that the English seamen are inferior in point of 
character and conduct to the American seamen ?—I do not see much differ¬ 
ence. 

1991. Have you carried opium to China ?—Yes. 

1992. Can 
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199®. Can you state any quantity that you have ever carried ?—I have 
carried about 100 chests. 

1993. Is that opium smuggled into China ?—It is. 

1994. Who takes the risk of the smuggling?—The person to whom we 
sell it. 

1995. To whom is it commonly sold ?—It is generally sold to outside men. 

1996. Do the Hong ever purchase opium ?—I believe not. 

1997. Do you know how the outside merchant introduces it into China ? 
—I am not acquainted with that. 

1998. Is not it a fact, that they bring the boats alongside, and then it is 
thrown out of the ship into the boats ?—Yes. When I sold my opium I 
gave an order upon the chief officer to deliver it, but the person to whom I 
sold it takes the risk entirely in taking it from the ship ; he pays me for it 
before he gets the order. 

1999. What does he generally pay you with ?—In dollars or Sycee. 

2000. Do you happen to know the method by which the opium is 
smuggled into the country ?—They take it from alongside in smuggling 
boats that are well manned and aimed, and there are a great many 
rivers, branches, and islands and different places, and they put ofl di- 
rectly with it, and they set all the government boats at defiance. I have 
seen that myself. I have seen four mandarin boats surrounding my ship 
when I had thirty chests of opium to smuggle, and I was prevented from 
going to sea on account of the opium, and I sold it to tin? people. I went 
down myself and saw the way that they smuggled it. They stripped the 
chest entirely away, and took nothing but the opium, and put it into bags, 
and we open the lower-deck port, and in one moment they put the opium 
into the boat, and all hands are off in a moment. We did that in a very 
heavy shower of rain. There was a cry out about three minutes afterwards, 
but the boat was gone like a shot. 

2901. Were the mandarins’ boats lying near?—'One was lying a-head 
touching the ship, another was lying at the stern, and another was lying 
upon the opposite side. 

2002. They were there to prevent smuggling ?—Yes. 

2008. Do you obtain greater or less price for your opium in proportion to 
the degree of vigilance of the mandarin boats?—No, I never knew any 
difference made on that account. 

2004. If the mandarin boats had not been there, should you have 
obtained a larger price ?—I do not think we should have got more. 
They always make certain of it; and it always struck me, that there was 
an understanding between the smugglers and the mandarin boats : there 
is an apparent vigilance kept up which has no existence in my opinion, I 

have been told so by a number of people. 
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2005. Might not other commodities, of small bulk, be introduced into 
China by the same means?—I should think they could, very easily. 

2006. Do you happen to know whether it is a practice with regard to any 
other commodities except opium?—Saltpetre, which is a bulky article, is 
smuggled. I used to smuggle it myself at least, I carried it there, 
and it was smuggled by the people to whom I sold it. 

2007. Is saltpetre a prohibited article in China ?—No, you can sell it to 
the government if you please ; but we cannot sell it so well to the govern¬ 
ment. We can generally get about two dollars a pecul by smuggling it. 

2008. Is that on account of the duty paid to government ?—I think it is. 

2009. Have you known of any other article being smuggled?—I think 
sometimes broadcloth is smuggled. 

2010. By the Americans or the English?—By the English. I once 
carried two bales of cloth, and it was smuggled, I know; but wherefore I 
cannot say, because it did not belong to me. 

2011. Do you happen to know whether the cargoes of goods which go 
from England on board of the American ships are introduced into China 
legally, or are smuggled ?—I cannot say; but I really believe that they are 
introduced legally, because I have been acquainted with so many American 
supercargoes, that I think I must have heard of it if it had been otherwise. 

2012. With respect to the opium that you carried out to China, was 
that purchased at the Company’s public sales ?—Yes, at Calcutta. 

2013. Can you state with respect to the value of the opium, whether the 

Malwa opium is better than that grown in Bengal ?—-'The Patna opium is 
the best. , 

2014. What is the next in point of quality ?—I believe the Malwa they 
like the best in China. The Turkish opium has come there within these 
last ten years, and is likely to supersede the Bengal opium. The Chinese 
did not like it in the first instance, but I believe, now they are more recon¬ 
ciled to it, they like it equally well, and it is much cheaper. That has 
done a great deal of harm to the sale of the Bengal opium. 

2015. Is any Turkish opium introduced through any of the Company’s 
ships into China?—Not unless it is smuggled. 

2016. Should you reckon the Malwa opium the least good of those you 
have mentioned ?—I know nothing but of the Patna opium; that was the 
only opium that I had any thing to do with. We generally used to buy it 
Bengal from 1,900 to 2,000 rupees a chest; and we generally used to get 
1,200 to 1,400 dollars for it in China, sometimes 1,500 dollars. 

2017- Is the opium sold at Bombay lower in price than that sold at Cal¬ 
cutta ?—I believe it is. 

2018. Are you not aware that all the opium which comes from Bombay 
is Malwa opium ?—It may be, and I dare say it is ; but I am not acquainted 
at all with Bombay. I have been very little on that side. 
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2010. Where did you effect your purchases of opium in India for the 
China trade ?—'They were generally made at the Company’s sales. 

2020. Are those purchases made avowedly and openly for the China 
trade ?-r-I believe so. We clear out with the opium in the ship. It is well 
known by the Company that we take it to China. 

2021. Do the opium chests bear the Company’s mark ?—Yes. 

2022. Before they are sold in China, is the opium changed from those 
chests into any other packages ?—'No; they are sold in the original packages. 

2023. Are they sold in China in any mode of packing bearing the Com¬ 
pany’s mark?—Yes; they are sold with the Company’s mark on them in 
China. 

2024. Is the Company’s mark upon the chests of opium, or upon the 
packet of opium ?—Upon the chests. They strip the chest away entirely 
when they take it away, and throw it overboard ; and it is then put into 
bags. 

2025. Then nothing bearing the Company’s mark goes ashore in China ? 
—Nothing at all: we strip it and throw the chests overboard, and destroy 
them as soon as we can. 

2026. Then the purchaser looks at the mark, and it gives confidence to 
him ?—His confidence is generally placed in the seller. 

2027. Is not the opium sold at the Company’s sales made up in bales of 
the most convenient size and shape for smuggling into China ?—Yes it is. 

2028. Have you ever purchased any tea at Canton ?—I have, both black 
and green. 

2029. From whom have you purchased it ?—Both from the Hong and 
the outside merchants. 

2030. Have you ever found any difficulty in getting the tea you wanted 
to purchase ?—Not the least. 

2031. Is not there a certificate given in the opium chest, containing the 
name of the Company’s opium agent and a statement of the weight ?— 1 There 
is; that is in the inside of the chests. 

2032. Is that certificate communicated to the Chinese merchants who 
deal in the opium ?—No, the person that purchases it never looks at it at 
all; but I remember seeing them broken open, and I remember seeing a 
paper of that description in the inside of the chest. 

2033. Is the tea purchased as you have described, packed and sent on 
board by the merchant of whom it is purchased ?—It is. 

2034. And that merchant is responsible for the quality of the tea so sent ? 
—When I have been purchasing from an outside merchant, I have generally 
wished to have the chest opened here and there, and he has been always 
very willing to do so, to examine it. 

2D 2035. Did 
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2035. Did you ever find any chest of tea inferior in quality to the sample 
which you have purchased ?—I never did. 

2036. Do you know whether any custom prevails in China of returning 
two chests for one where an adulterated chest of tea is given to the pur¬ 
chaser ?—I have not heard of that j 1 have heard that there have been some 
tricks occasionally, but I believe in a very trifling degree. 

2037. Do you conceive the tea that you purchased at Canton was as 
good, in proportion to the description of the tea, as that which you purchase 
in England ?—Equally so. 

2038. What have you paid for the gunpowder tea at Canton ?—From 60 
to 65 Spanish dollars for the best, per pecul; gunpowder tea can be got 
for less. 

2039. And what for the best black tea ?—The best black tea, from 40 
to 45. 

2040. How do you generally pay for that tea ?—We sometimes pay for it 
in barter, but generally in dollars. 

2041. Do you buy it cheaper when you pay for it in dollars than when 
you pay for it in barter ?—-That is a matter I can hardly say, because when 
you pay for it in barter, you can hardly put the dollars in competition 
with it. 

2042. You do not find it difficult to take tea in exchange for goods from 
the merchants?-—No, very easy. 

2043. In the year 1819, could your ship have'been chartered from Canton 
to some port on the continent of Europe if you had been permitted to do so ? 
—Yes. 

2044.. Would that have been a profitable voyage to the ship?—Very 
profitable. 

2045. Who would have taken up the ship at that time ?—A Prussian 
merchant at Canton. 

2046. What would he have paid per ton for it ?—£25. 

2047. Did you request permission to undertake that voyage ?—Yes, I 
applied to the supercargoes. 

2048. Did you obtain that permission ?—No. 

2049. To what port of Europe was it proposed to charter the vessel ?— 
To Hamburgh, I think. 

2050. Is the country trade carried on almost entirely by the free traders 
from India and China ?—Yes. 

2051. Do the Company take any part in that trade ?—I do not think the 
Company themselves take much part in the trade. The captains of the 
Company’s ships generally bring a great many things from Bengal, Madras, 
and Bombay, or Penangj they all take in pepper, cotton, and any thing^ 01 
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that kind that they could get, and, I believe, it is generally taken on the 
captain’s account. 

2052. Can that trade between India and China be carried on by houses 
resident in England ?—No. 

2053. What is the reason why it cannot ?—I do not know the Company’s 
reasons; but it is by the regulation of the Company that we can only go to 
China by license of the Company. 

2054. You have stated that the captains in the East-India Company’s 
service carry on some portion of trade on their own account, do you allude 
to the goods which they take in the privileged tonnage ?—I believe that the 
Company do not send cargoes themselves from those ports, from either 
Madras, Bombay, or Calcutta, and therefore the captain generally takes in 
as much as he pleases, without any hindrance whatever. The privilege 
which the captain and the officers have is at their loading port at Canton 
from India to England. 

2055. Do you know how the officers of the Company dispose of the goods 
which they import into China under their privilege ?—They generally sell 
them to the Hong merchants. 

2056. Have you known any cases in which they have dealt with the 
outside merchants ?—Yes, they deal with both. 

2057* Have you known any instance in which the country ships have 
traded with ports in China to the north of Canton, Amoy, and Lingpo ? -No, 
I never heard of any. 

2058. Do you consider that there is much sea risk attending a voyage 
from England to Canton, if undertaken at the proper season ?—No, there 
is very little risk. 

2059. Is there greater or less risk than there is in a voyage from England 
to Calcutta ?—I think there is a great deal less, but that is owing to the 
navigation in the Hoogly river. 

2060. Supposing the freights to be the same, would you rather undertake 
a voyage from England to Calcutta, or a voyage from England to Canton s 
—•To Canton. 

2061. Have you not lived at the Cape of Good Hope ?—I have, for seven 
years. 

2062. Did you purchase tea while you were there ?—I used to purchase 
tea for my family use. 

2063. At what time did you live there ?—From 1821 to 1828. 

2064. What did you give for the best black tea per pound at that time ? 
About three dollars and a half, which is nearly 5s. 

2065. What is the duty paid upon the importation of tea into the Cape ? 

—I,t is an ad valorem duty of ten per cent. 

g 2066. Was 
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2066. Was it imagined at the Cape that a considerable profit was derived 
by the Company from the sale of tea at that price ?—I think it is generally 
believed to be about 100 per cent, after paying all charges. 

2067. Do any other parties, except the Company, bring tea from China 
to the Cape of Good Hope ?—No other. About twelve months before I left 
the Cape there were a few chests brought from England, which the Com¬ 
pany could not prevent being landed there, brought in a private ship. 

2068. Could tea brought in a private ship from any other place except 
England be landed at the Cape of Good Hope ?•—No. 

2069. Did you ever apply for a license to export tea from Canton ?—Yes, 
we always applied for our license previously to sailing from Calcutta. 

2070. Did you ever apply for a license to export 800 chests of tea to a 
port within the Company’s limits ?■—-Yes. 

2071. Was that granted ?—No, only for 400. 

2072. To whom did you apply?—-To the government in Calcutta. 

2073. If that license had been granted to you to export tea from Canton 
to the amount of 800 chests, could you have made a profitable voyage, that 
being part of your cargo ?—Not with 800 chests; but it would have been so 
if I had been allowed to take any quantity I pleased. In so large a ship as 
mine 800 chests of tea would not have been an object, but in a small vessel 
it might have been a very great one. 

2074. Where would you have taken that tea to ?—To the Isle of France 
and the Cape of Good Hope. 

2075. But the small quantity you were allowed to take was not a sufficient 
inducement to you ?—No. 

2076. Could you carry tea at all to the Cape of Good Hope ?—-Not at all 
to the Cape of Good Hope. 

2077. Would you have been allowed to take 400 chests of tea to any port 
within the Company’s limits, except the Cape ?—Yes. 

2078. Is the Mauritius also excepted ?—I cannot say. Our license ran 
thus: “ You can take 400 chests of tea in at Canton, to dispose of it at any 
intermediate ports between this and Calcutta.” Now it is a query whether 
you could make the Isle of France an intermediate port; perhaps it would 
be out of the way : but that question was brought before the court at the 
Cape of Good Hope. There was a ship that brought tea there, and she was 
seized; they gave bond, and afterwards the question came before the King 
in council, and the ship was afterwards liberated. 

2079. What was the date of that ?—I think it must have been about 1823 ; 
a ship called the Lady Flora. 

2080. Where did that ship bring the tea from ?—From Canton. 

2081. Was the tea allowed to be sold at the Cape Yes, I believe it was 
sold there. The ship was seized, and the cargo too. She had very little 
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tea in, but she had a great many things that she brought direct from China. 
The (juestion came before the court, and I was one of the evidences before 
the court. The fiscal brought a chart, and he asked me if I could make it 
out that the Cape of Good Hope was an intermediate port: and I asked 
at what time of the year the ship left Canton, and it appeared that it was 
the contrary monsoon to come down the China seas, and I said yes; that 
Captain Balsam, of the Lady Flora, perhaps had come round Cape Horn, 
and therefore the Cape of Good Hope was an intermediate port. 

2082. What was the decision?—They decided against the ship. The 
ship was seized and her cargo also; but they gave bond, and it was about 
three years afterwards decided by the King in council, and the ship was 
liberated again. 

2083. Was the cargo allowed to be sold at the Cape of Good Hope ?— 
It was. 

2084. Have you ever purchased gunpowder tea at Canton to be sold at Pe- 
nang?—»Yes. 

2985. What did you sell that tea for at Penang ?—About 76 Spanish dol¬ 
lars per pecul. 

2086. Was a profit realized by you upon that sale of tea ?—I generally 
used to make about 15 per cent. 

2087. Can you state the price of tea of similar quality at the Cape of Good 
Hope ?—The price of gunpowder tea at the Cape of Good Hope was about 
six dollars, or nine shillings per pound. Besides the government duty of 10 
per cent, the Company pay about five or six per cent, for the auction duties 
at the Cape. They oblige them to sell all by auction, therefore they collect 
the duties upon the auction sales. 

2088. Then the whole duties paid upon the sale of tea would be 16 per 
cent. That is paid by the Company. 

2089. Can you tell what the duties are paid at Penang ?-—Upon tea I can¬ 
not say. I think the people who purchased from me always paid the duty 
themselves. I believe it is very trifling. 

2090. It is not so much at Penang as at the Cape of Good Hope, is it ?— 
Perhaps not so much. 10 per cent, is but very small upon tea. 

2091. Is not tea a very common beverage in China?—Yes, the black tea 
is a very common beverage. Every Chinese house you go Into, there is 
the tea always on a sideboard, as a beverage, in the teapot, and you may 
help yourself to a glass of tea at any time you please ; it is always in the 
room. 

2092. Do they drink it without any admixture ?—-They sometimes have a 
little sugar, and sometimes not; there are a great many drink it without any 
sugar. 

2093. Do the Chinese drink green tea ?— I think not. 
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2094. Do the neighbouring nations ?—I think not. I think they generally 
drink black tea. 

2095. Supposing the trade between England and China were more com¬ 
pletely free, do you imagine that the Company would, under the present state 
of things, be able to carry on their trade ?—'They might carry it on, but I 
believe with a loss. I mean so far as regards their present establishments. 
If their establishments were to be as great as they are at present, there must 
be a loss. 

2096. Could they continue to pay the present amount of freight that they 
pay between England and China?—No, I do not think they could. 

2097. "What is the amount of freight?—I cannot say exactly what the 
freights are, but I know they are much greater than any free-traders can 
possibly get. 

2098. What is the present amount of freight between England and Cal¬ 
cutta'?—About £4 to £4. 10s. a ton, oift and home, with what we call dead 
weight; heavy goods and light goods. The average of £4 out and £4 home, 
is the general rate of freight. 

2099. Do you happen to know the rate of freight paid by the Company 
in a voyage from England to Canton ?—I do not know. 

2100. What would be the rate of insurance upon a ship from England to 
Calcutta ?—I think about three to three and a half per cent. 

2101. You have stated that you live at Wapping, what kind of life are you 
now in ?—A sail-maker, ship-chandler, and provisioner. 

2102. Have you ever shipped any goods to India lately ?—No. 

2103. From what source is your knowledge of this freight derived ?—I 
am every day upon the Royal Exchange. 

2104. You have stated that you were at the Cape from 1821 to 1828, had 


you a partner there ?—Yes. 

2105. What was his name ?—Monteith. 

2106. What did you deal in principally there ?—In India goods princi¬ 
pally ; we had two brigs that traded between Calcutta and the Cape with 
India goods. 

2107. You have given the Committee information as to the China trade 
between the years 1817 and 1819; have you had any knowledge of the 
China trade personally subsequently to the year 1819?—No; I knew very 
little about it, except from having seen persons coming past that I have 
asked questions of, but I had no personal knowledge since 1819- 

2108. Do you know Mr. John Bagshaw, formerly of Calcutta? Yes. 

2109. Was he a consigner of goods to your house ?—No, he was not. 

2110. You had no goods in the hands of yourself and your partner belong¬ 
ing to Mr. Bagshaw at any time, had you ?—No. 
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2111. Had you any dealings with Mr. Bagshaw ?—No. 

2112. With respect to the tea which you saw at the Cape coming from 
England, what year was that in?—I think it was in 1826, but I am not 
certain as to that point. 

2113. By what ship did it arrive ?—I cannot say, but it was consigned to 
Messrs. Borradaile, Thompson, and Pillans, at the Cape. 

2114. Do you know the quantity of tea?—I cannot say the quantity, but 
I should say twenty chests, or something of that kind, it was but a small 
quantity. 

2115. Had you any means of seeing the quality?—No I had not. 

2116. And you have no knowledge what it sold for?—-No, I had not the 
least. 

2117. Was not the importation from England of the tea to which you 
have referred, because of its being of a superior quality to that which 
usually came from China ?—I did not know the cause: they expected they 
could import it from England, and sell it at the Cape cheaper than what the 
Company did. 

2118. The quality being the same ?—‘The quality being the same. 

2119. Do not you know that the usual mode of navigating the country 
ships is without any Europeans on board, except the captain and the officers ? 
—Both my voyages to China we had two Europeans among the sea-cunnies. 

2120. Were they Europeans or half-caste ?—They gave themselves out as 
Europeans, and I believe they were. 

2121. Were not the crew all Lascars ?—All Lascars. 

2122. What sized vessel do you consider most convenient for carrying on 
the Canton trade ?—At that time I think vessels of 600 or 700 tons were 
the best for that. 

2123. You say at that time j has your opinion varied since that time ?— 
No, I have not any opinion different from what I had at that time. I have 
been told that they do navigate now with smaller ships than they used to 
do• but my reason for having a larger ship was, that the duties being nearly 
the same in some things, we reckoned that the expenses were lessened by 
having them in large ships. 

2124. Is there any other duty but the cumshaw which is the same ?—I 
believe nothing but the cumshaw. 

2125. To whom did that vessel belong ?—The agents were Alexander and 
Co.; she belonged to me and a house at Liverpool. 

2126. In Canton did you do your own business, or was it done by a 
country agent there?—The first voyage I consigned my ship to the Ame¬ 
rican consul, a Mr. Wilcox j but I found the business so very easily done, 
that I transacted my own business afterwards, 

2127. Do 
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2127- Do you consider that you could do your business there to the 
same advantage as it was done by the resident agent?—Equally so. 

2128. Did that arise from your own knowledge of the place, or do you 
suppose that any captain coming there for the first time would do his 
business there as easily ?—I think equally so. 

2129. How came you to select an American house ; had you any reason 
for not taking any of the English houses of agency ?—There was no English 
house there. There were Englishmen, but they were under the foreign 
flag: no Englishman is allowed to remain at Canton. 

21SO. Do you mean to say there were no English houses of agency esta¬ 
blished at Canton ?—None ; they are not permitted by the Company. 

2131. Were there not English houses acting under foreign flags ?—Yes. 

2152. Houses of respectability ?—Houses of respectability. 

2138. And doing considerable business ?—Doing a great deal of business. 

2134. Was Mr. Davison there at that time, and doing a great deal of 
business ?—Yes, I knew both the Davisons. 

2135. Do you consider that you bought your teas as advantageously as 
the Company’s Factory bought them ?—I should think not. I think the 
Company could purchase their teas cheaper than we could, because they 
had greater facilities. The Select Committee is there the whole year, and 
they certainly can purchase their tea cheaper, because they take such large 
quantities. 

2136. So that you think the Company, in consequence of their being 
such large dealers, can command the article at better prices than indivi¬ 
duals ?—I think they can. 

2137. Does not sometimes the fact of your wanting large quantities tend 
to enhance the price to the buyer ?—No; I cannot say that it does ; there 
generally is a price put upon it after it comes into the Hong, which they 
do not deviate from. But the Company, I believe, barter a good deal ; I 
have been informed so by the supercargoes. 

2138. Do you think the teas are bought upon better terms by being con¬ 
tracted for the year before ?—I should think so. 

2139- You think that the contracting is a better system with the Chinese 
than buying upon the spot ?-—I should think it is. 

2140. Do you think the Company gets a better quality of tea than the 
free-traders ?—I think not. I have had my information upon that point 
from the American supercargoes; and Mr. Wilcox, who was a very well- 
informed man, told me that he could buy teas of as good quality as any of 
the Company ; he has been frequently there in the Company’s stores, when 
they have been tasting the teas, and he declared to me that he could buy as 
good teas, and that he had sent to America teas equally as good as the 
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Corapanys’: but what terms the Company have purchased their tea upon, 
I am not informed. 

2141. Is that speaking of tea generally, or black tea or green tea?—Of 
tea generally. But the free traders would have a great advantage over 
the Company, which would more than compensate, I think, by coming 
cheaper, not having such a large establishment, and having their ships at a 
less freight. The Company’s establishment there is immense, and is a very 
heavy expense, which the free trader would not have; and I think the free 
trader could come into the market and dispose of all his teas in Europe at a 
cheaper rate than the Company could. 

2142. Do you consider that, as far as concerns the mere dealing with the 
Chinese, the Company can do it better than individual merchants can do it ? 
-—I think they can, under the present system. 

2143. Do the Factory, upon the whole, rather impede the private trade, 
or do they protect and encourage it?—They do neither the one nor the 
other. They take care that you do not take any more tea from China than 
your license allows you. You are obliged to report to the chief supercargo 
the cargo that you bring to China, and also what you take away ; and if 
we do any thing at all derogatory to their directions, or the instructions we 
receive, they will foreclose the bonds which we are under at Calcutta, 
which I think is two lacks; a lack for the captain and a lack for the 
merchant. 

2144. Are they at all vexatious in their interference with you ?—Not the 
least; they are very liberal; they behave exceedingly well to all the country 
captains. 

2145. You do not consider them as going out of their way to molest you ? 
—Not at all. 

2146. From your experience of the trade of those seas, do you think that 
if the China trade were entirely thrown open, branches of trade would not 
spring up which are now kept under by the monopoly ?—There is not the 
least doubt of it. In all the coast of Cochin China I have turned down with 
the Exmouth with a foul wind, and I have turned into several fine harbours 
all the way along the coast; we turned into six or seven different harbours 
along the coast, and I am sure there might be a great trade carried on if 
those ports were open: and not only that, but with the great islands of 
Japan, which we have no communication with whatever. I have often 
thought that if an embassy was sent to Japan, and a favourable result 
ensued, there would be no doubt an immense trade; for those people are 
now emerging to civilization, and I have often thought that a very great 
trade might be carried on there. If an English whaler, by accident, be cast 
away there, they use them very ill, and murder them generally; but the 
Dutch carry on a great trade there from Batavia. 

2147. When you speak of the monopoly being an impediment, do you 
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mean the restrictions which now exist by law to the free trade in those seas? 
—That is what I mean. 

2148. Do not you think there might be considerable trade with the Philip¬ 
pine Islands ?—-A great trade might be carried on with the Philippine Islands 
and the coast of Borneo. 

2149- Do not you think that the ingenuity arising from a free exertion of 
private interest frequently starts means of trade to merchants which were 
unknown before ?—Yes, which had no existence before : no doubt of it; a 
great deal might be done if the trade were open. 

2150. Is there any trade at present between Mexico and Canton.—Not 
from Mexico, that I know of; but there is a great trade carried on by the 
Americans from the north-west coast of America to Canton. 

2151. Do you know any thing of that trade?—Yes; both the voyages 
that I was in China several small vessels came there, from 250 to 350 tons, 
and they had generally furs and some fine oil, which they sold at Canton, 
and purchased cargoes and went home to America. 

2152. Do you know from what part of America they came ?—From 
Nootka Sound and Cook’s Inlet. 

2153. Is that trade at present entirely confined to the Americans ?.— 
Entirely, because an English vessel cannot go to Canton at all ; that 
was one of the greatest grievances that I saw. 

2154. Do not you think that English shipping would, if that trade 
were open, have the same advantage with the Atnericaps in carrying on the 
north-west trade with China?—Yes; no doubt about it. 

2155. Did you understand that to be a very profitable trade to the Ame¬ 
ricans?—Yes, very profitable. Several gentlemen that were embarked in 
the business said it was a very profitable one. 

2156. Do you know any thing of a trade between South America and 
Canton, from Valparaiso and Buenos Ayres ?—No, I do not. There is a 
trade from Manilla to Canton; but they seldom go to Canton, they 
generally stop at Macao. 

2157. Was the Company’s factory any protection to yon in carrying 

on the trade with the Chinese?—Not the least. If the Hong merchants 
hqd been guilty of any fraud, or any thing of that kind, I believe the 
supercargoes would take it up and assist me in that particular, and perhaps 
interfere with the Viceroy. ' . > • : 

2158. Do you know of any instance in which * the private trade derived 
any benefit from that sort of intervention ?—No, I do not know of any. 

2159. Did you ever hear that the Americans or Europeans trading to 
China derived any protection from the Company’s factory ?—Not the least. 

2160. Did you ever know of any case occurring, such as you have 
alluded to, with regard to a Hong merchant, which required such an inter¬ 
ference ? 
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ference?-—I believe there lias been such a thing, but not in my time; per¬ 
haps one case may happen in twenty-four years, but I believe it is of very 
rare occurrence. 

2161. You have stated that when you were at Canton, there were several 
Englishmen carrying on trade there as agents under foreign flags j will you 
state what was the Ann of the house in which Mr. Davison was ? — 
Davison & Co. 

2162. Under what flag did they do business ?—I cannot say whether it 
was Danish or Prussian. 

2163. What other English houses were there there?—There was Mag- 
mac's house ; I think they were under the Danish flag. I think those were 
the only two English houses. 

2164 Do those English houses do a great deal of business?—A great 
deal. 

2165. Was any of it with Europe, or was it principally confined to the 
country trade?—There was both. 

2166. Do you know whether any of the partners of those houses are now 
in Ein^land?—I do not know. 

2167. Suppose you had an opportunity of forming your own design 
for an adventure to China, and being supplied with means, selected such a 
cargo as you thought suitable for export, and obtained in return a cargo 
of tea, do you think you could obtain a more favourable result than the 
Company now does?—I think I could have a more favourable result, 
because I can sail my ship cheaper, and I have no incumbrance in 
China, therefore I could sell my cargo equally as well as they could. I 
could purchase my teas, perhaps, not quite so well, but I could sell it in 
England cheaper a great deal than what they could. 

2168. Would the difference be great in degree between your result and 
the result the Company now obtains?—I should imagine I could make ten 
per cent, more than the Company now does. 

2169. Do you know now what the profit is which the Company makes?— 
The Company make, I believe, a hundred per cent. 

2170. Then do you think that you could make upon an adventure more 
than a hundred per cent, profit ?—No ; because if the free trade was open, 
we should have tea cheaper, and the prices would be much less. 

2171. Did you not, in the answer you have given, mean to compare 
your adventure with an adventure by the Company, in case the trade was 
open ?—Yes, in case the trade was open ; not at present; but if the trade 
was open, I am certain that I could bring that commodity here, and sell it 
cheaper than the Company could. 

2172. Supposing you obtained permission to send a ship in the present 
state of things from this country to China, what profit do you imagine, with 
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the present prices of tea in the market here, you would realize upon that 
voyage ?—That would be a thing that I could'not estimate. 

2173. How do you calculate that the Company gain a hundred per cent, 
profit ?—krom what I have seen of teas sold at the Cape of Good Hope * 
and 1 know very nearly, though not exactly, what they give for them in 
China, according to what I gave for them myself: they may get them 
a shade lower, but it is a trifle. 

2174. Comparing the prices at the India sales with the prime cost 

at Canton, should you say that they get one hundred per cent, clear profit 
after deducting the charges ?—I have no doubt of it. ’ 

2175. What, in your opinion, would be the difference in the expense of 

freight between a Company’s ship and such a one as you should think suited 
to the China trade?—The difference would at least be forty per cent. ■ I 
could fit my ship out at least forty per cent, cheaper than the Company 
do at present. r * 

2l7d. I hen, if the sailing of a ship in the Company’s service cost £14 
per ton, it would cost you but £10 ?—Yes. 

2177. Is not your assertion, that you could sell cheaper than the Com- 
pany, founded upon your belief that they make a hundred per cent, ?— 
Yes, it is. 

2178. In the sort of adventure that has been spoken of, that is of going 
out to China for a cargo of teas, is there any branch of that adventure in 
winch you think you would have an advantage over the Company, excepting 
in the article of freight ?—No, only in the article of freight, I should think * 
but I am not acquainted exactly with what the Company take from this 
country to China; they take lead, broadcloths, and different sorts of 
woollens; but it is quite a secret in Canton, we know very little about it. 

2179. You have already stated, that you think the Company could deal 
with the Chinese upon better terms than you could, you think they would 

not also provide their money there upon better terms than you would ?_ 

No, 1 do not think they would, because you can draw bills upon any res- 
pectable merchant living in London ; the Chinese would take them with 
the greatest ease. In fact the house of Baring & Co. in London was drawn 

upon by the Americans on as good terms; at least the supercargoes told 
me so* 

2180. Do not you think the private trader would discover many articles 
that would suit the market there, if he was left at perfect liberty, which the 
Company never dream of ?—Certainly, a great many things which the Com- 
pany never think of. 

2181. Do not you think the opening the trade would have the effect of 

extending the list of commodities in which the trade is carried on ?_Yes. 

2182. Do you know any reason why the supercargoes at Canton could 
not find out those articles ?—I cannot say why they did not do it. 

2183. Have 
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2188. Have not they, residing there, and having persons in their employ¬ 
ment, the very best means of finding out the articles adapted to the Chinese 
market ?—Certainly. 

2184-. Although the Company’s supercargoes are constantly residing 
there, do you think it probable that the servants of the Company would 
be as anxious to push their trade as individuals who are trading for their 
own account?—No, I do not believe it; I think individuals upon their 
own account would push the trade much more than it is at present. 

2185. Are not you aware that the Company’s captains and' officers 
are permitted to trade as merchants to China?—Yes. 

2186. Why do you suppose individual merchants would be more active 
than those captains and officers who are merchants ?—We can only draw an 
inference from what has happened from opening the trade with Calcutta; 
there is an immense trade now carried on with Calcutta, compared with 
what there was before the trade was opened. 

2187. Is it in the power of any Englishman to go into China without 
leave of the Chinese authorities?—Canton is the only port that is open to 
trade at all to any person. 

2188. Do you consider it possible for Great Britain to permit English¬ 
men to go into the interior of China ?—I have taken Europeans, I have 
taken a French bishop and his suite, who went into the interior of China; 
I landed them at Macao, and they were to go into the interior as missionaries. 

2189. Are not the Company’s servants, who deal in China on their own 
account, obliged to confine themselves to the precise voyage which is pointed 
out by their masters; that is to say, that they can only go where their 
masters send the vessels to ?—Yes. 

2190. Have not the private trade, on the other hand, the power of select¬ 
ing all the different markets, both of the East, and of Europe, and of Ame¬ 
rica ?—Yes. 

2191. Must not that unlimited range give them a great advantage over the 
Company’s servants, whose trade is so restricted?—Certainly. 

2192. Did not your answer I’elate to the trade in China alone ?—In China 
alone. 

2193. You speak of there being six or seven ports in Cochin China which are 
not now frequented; how does the Company’s monopoly prevent those ports 
and places being traded with ?—I do not know. The Company has nothing 
to do with that, it is an arrangement by the Chinese; they do not suffer any 
other port to be opened but Canton. 

2194. Did you mean to say, that those ports to which you alluded are not 
traded with in consequence of the monopoly of the Company ? —No, the 
Chinese prevent it themselves, and the Cochin Chinese. The whole range 
of the coast, as far as Siam, is under the Chinese government, but only 
nominally so. 

2195. Upon 
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210.5. Upon the occasion when you sailed along those harbours in Cochin 
China, do you think the native authorities would have permitted you to 
enter if the Company had given you leave?—That I do not know; I did 
not like to try that. 

2196. Are there not various products of the Eastern Archipelago which 
are fitted alone for the China market ?—There are : there is trepan, which 
the French call beche-le-mer, and birds’-riests. 

2197* Are you aware whether the trade carried on with the Eastern Archi¬ 
pelago in the articles you have alluded to is a considerable trade or hot ?— 
It would be very considerable, to small vessels particularly. They could 
take in those articles I have mentioned* also sandel-wood, which is taken to 
the Chinese market, and is a very profitable thing. 

2198. Are not the country ships of India allowed to trade with Cochin 
China from Calcutta, so far as the English government are concerned ?—At 
that time they were not: our license allowed us only to go to Canton, and 
we cannot trade with any other ports, except what our license allowed- 

2199- Do not you know that a license could be obtained in Calcutta to 
trade to Cochin China?—I do not know. ‘ 

2200. Is a license ever drawn out for a voyage without specifying a parti¬ 
cular port ?—No. 

2201. Do you think you could not have obtained a license empowering 
you to enter any port upon the Cochin Chinese coast ?—I have always been 
given to understand so. 

2202. Did you ever get a license to touch and trade at various ports ?— 
No, the license runs thus : to go to Canton, and to touch and trade at any 
intermediate port between there and Calcutta, outward and homeward; but 
that is only to the country vessels. 

2203. Would that license include the ports on the coast of Cochin China? 
—Yes; but I have always understood that we could not trade with any port 
of Cochin China. 

2204. That is, that the Chinese government will not suffer it?—Yes. 

2205. Are not you aware that the country ships might clear out for any 
part of Cochin China, if the local government would permit it?—1 am not 
aware of that. 

2206. Do not you think there would be much more probability of over¬ 
coming the prejudices of the Chinese in regard to intercourse with Europeans 
at other ports than Canton, if the monopoly of the East-India Company 
were done away with?—No. If the monopoly of the East-India Company 
were done away with, it would make no difference whatever, I believe, or 
alter the Chinese policy at all. 

2207. Do not you think that the enterprize of private traders would induce 
them to go to other ports, and that the Chinese would see the advantage of 

taking 
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taking their goods and trading with them ?—They might in, the course of 1 March 1830. 

time, but at present I should think not. An embassy sent into, China fo? 3 the _ - t 

purpose might, perhaps, ido away that prejudice, but not,any thing elsp d<jne Mr: J ohn Ahm - 
by individuals. r - 

2208. Po not you think the Chinese would see the interest they had in 

selling their goods doubt they do see it, they know it very well; but 

the government is so very arbitrary that they cannot do it. The best informed 
Chinese that I ever met with, said, that if all the ports in China were t.hrow*n 
open, it would be a great advantage to the Chinese. 

2209. Have you heard that opinion generally expressed by the intelligent 
Chinese ?—I have. 

2210. As the government seems to possess so little power to put down 
smuggling, is it not to be supposed that they would not be able greatly to 
control what is done at those ports ?—I believe that is the reason for allowing 
Canton to be the only port that is open. 

2211. What do you think would become of any vessel that went into any 
port but Canton?—They would imprison the crew, and take the ship away 
from them. 

2212. Although it is a great advantage to the Chinese to trade, you think 
they would lay hold of the crew of any vessel that went to seek trade there ? 

—I have no doubt of it, because it is prohibited. 

2213. Has any instance come to your knowledge of any European vessel 
having gone to any other port than Canton ?■—None, except Macao. 

2214. Have you been much in the way of hearing of instances of the sort, 
if they had occurred ?—I have been in that part of the world upwards of 
thirtylyears ago, but I never knew an instance of a ship trading to any other 
port over which the Chinese had any control whatever. 

2215. Might not such a thing have taken place without your knowing any 
thing about it?—I think I must have known it. 

2216. Have you met with a number of Chinese junks in the course of 
your voyages there?—Yes. 

2217. Have you ever had any dealings with any of the people in the 
junks ?—No, I never have; but those junks now have found their way to 
Sincapore. There are great quantities of them come there directly from 
Canton ; and they come, as I am told, from some of the ports of Cochin 
China to Sincapore. 

2218. You stated that the port charges at Canton, excepting the cumshaw, 
were in proportion to the measurement of the vessel: do you then consider 
that, except in respect of the cumshaw, there would be no difference in the 
advantage between navigating a small and a large ship, as far as the payment 
of the port charges are concerned ?—There may be some charges, as far as 
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regards the linguist or the compradore’s fees j but, generally speaking, I 
believe there is no difference except in the, cumshaw. 

2219. You said, that saltpetre was smuggled into China, because it was 
sold to greater advantage than if sold to the government: do you mean by 
that, that the Chinese law forbids the sale of saltpetre openly to any person 
except to the government ?—Yes; they do not allow it to be sold except to 
the government. 

2220. Do you conceive that if the Chinese trade were entirely free, it 
would be a beneficial measure to the natives of British India ?—I do not 
know that it would be more beneficial to them than it is at present, but I 
think it would be a great benefit to the United Kingdom. 
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SECOND REPORT. 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the present 
State of the Affairs of the East-India Company, and into the Trade 
between Great Britain, the Bast-Indies, and China / and to report their 
Observations thereupon to the House; and who were empowered to 
report the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them from time to 
time, to the House;— 

HAVE made a further Progress in the matters to them referred, 
and had examined several Witnesses ; and directed the Minutes 
of the Evidence to be reported to the House up to the 18th 
day of this instant March, inclusive. 


mh March 1830. 
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MINlSr^. 




MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


Lunce, 8° die Mar tit, 1830. 


William Ward, Esq. intlie Chair. 


Captain RICHARD ALSAGER, called in, and examined. 


8 March 1830. 2221. What is your profession ?— I have been nine voyages in the Com¬ 


pany’s service as an officer, and five as a commander. The last ship I com- 


( apL It. Alsager. man( jed wa8 t h e Waterloo, and previous to that the Grenville. 


2222. What was the tonnage of the ship you formerly commanded in the 
service of the East-India Company?—The tonnage of the Waterloo is 1300 
tons and a few over. 

2223. Is there any advantage in having ships of that class for the China 
trade ?—Very great indeed. 

2224. Do they pay the same port duties in China in proportion to their 
tonnage as smaller ships ?—I think the average of the port dues on a large 
ship came to about 20s. a ton ; I think upon ships of 500 tons they would 
come to about £2 a ton. 

2225. Are the ships in the Company’s service made available for carrying 
troops and other territorial purposes ?-—They are very convenient and 
healthy; and standing high out of the water, there is always room and plenty 
of air. 

2226. Have the governments of India employed them in war ?—Several 
times. I have been fitted out under Captain Birch : we have mounted 44 
guns; we considered ourselves then equal to any frigate. 

2227. How did they answer as ships of war when so employed?—Re-, 
markably well: they have several times distinguished themselves. When 
Captain Bulteel went out in the Belliqueux to India, he fell in with three 
French frigates on the Brazil coast. One he attacked ; he sent two India- 
xnen after the Medea, which struck to the Exeter; the Bombay Castle 
coming up, the third was attacked by the Warley, and escaped by throwing 
her guns overboard and cutting some of her beams through. That was in 


1800. 


2228. If the same quantity of tea was brought home in smaller ships 
during the time of war as the Company have been in the habit of importing, 
could they have been protected by the convoys which the government ap¬ 
propriated for the protection of the Company’s ships ?——If they were in a 


smaller 
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smaller class of ships, say 500 tons, for example, it would take four ships to 8 March 1830. 

bring home one cargo such as is brought in one 1300 ton ship: consequently, - 

if twenty ships is the regular number of our season, it would take eighty to W®* & Alsager. 

bring home the same quantity of tea. I should think small ships scatter wide 

and far from the convoy, and the ships of the Company are able to protect 

themselves in some measure, and they are more obedient to the orders of the 

convoy, exclusively of their being able to protect themselves individually 

without any other protection. 

2229. Is the discipline good in the Company’s ships ?—I think they are in 
the highest state of discipline, and such as to call for the commendation of 
gentlemen of the navy on several occasions. 

2230. Why would one vessel of 1300 or 1400 tons carry as much tea as 
four or five vessels of 500 tons ?—There is a greater capacity of hold : they 
take the cargoes regularly; they are of such immense extent that there is less 
breakage arid less damage. 

2231. What would be the rate of insurance under corresponding circum¬ 
stances of a large vessel and a small one?—There is not any difference made 
at Lloyd’s, except preference; and sometimes the underwriter gets a. policy 
of more risk tacked on to the supposed less risk in the Company’s ships. 

2232. How many ships homeward-bound with tea have been lost in your 
experience ?—I have no recollection of any since the Ganges, which I think 
must have been in 1806 or 1807. 

2233. Where was the Ganges lost ?—She foundered off the Cape. She was 
a ship that was built with scantling not equal to her size, and she was repaired 
at Bombay after having sprung a ieak. 

2284. How many ships have brought tea homeward since 1806 ?—I think 
the average is from twenty-one to twenty-three or twenty-four of the class 
of 1200 tons. 

2235. Then there have been about five hundred ships in that period ?— 

About that number. 

2236. You attribute this small proportion of casualties to the superior 
quality of the ships ?—Yes; and the care that is taken in their outfit. 

2237. Supposing that the trade required twenty ships of the size which 
you have stated, and that of a smaller class eighty would be required, what, 
according to the least calculation of freight, would be the tonnage of the 
eighty ships; would it be a larger or a less charge of freight?— As a 
matter of calculation, I should think the expense of the smaller ships would 
be less, exclusive of the advantages attending the large ships in themselves. 

2238. By what calculation do you come to that conclusion ?—T here is a 
great facility in the large ships in receiving the cargo as it comes alongside. 

It is sent from Canton in boats containing 500 or 600 quarter-chests of tea; 
in the large ships they are taken in and put into their place immediately, 

2F2 * or 
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for there is a greater extent of space to stow them, and they are not moved 
again. 

2289. Would not the freight upon the large ships come to a smaller sum 
of money than upon the smaller ships ?—The average freight of a large ship 
at present to China varies from £20 to £22 a ton out and home, taking it to 
India and China. The tenders are by open competition, and the lowest tender 
is always taken. 

2240. What would be the freight of a smaller ship?—-I have never 
sailed in a smaller ship, and therefore I am not capable of judging; but 
with the harbour expenses in China of £2 a ton, and the various equip¬ 
ments, I can hardly conceive they could do it under £16 a ton, paying all 
charges. 

2241. Then would it be cheaper to employ large ships or small ones ? 
—In a pecuniary point of view I should think the smaller would be cheaper. 

2242. What would be the insurance of a vessel of the large class ?—! 
have paid myself £6 per cent, insurance out and home upon the double 
voyage. 

2243. Was that in peace or in war?—During the present peace. I have 
only commanded ships since 1817* 

2244. What would be the insurance during war ?—Twelve guineas per 
cent. 

2245. Do you know whether the Americans introduce, by smuggling, 
articles into consumption in China?-—I have not seen it, but 1 have not the 
least doubt of it. 

2246. Do you think they could supply that market with benefit, by means 
of smuggling, which the Company do not engage in ?—Under the shadow 
of the Company, I think they do often. 

2247- Do you mean that the Company assist in smuggling ?—No, I do 
not; but they make use of the Company’s name. They have not the 
Company’s sanction ; but goods are made up, as woollens, in the shape of 
Company’s bales, the Company’s marks are on them, and they are passed 
as Company’s bales when they are not so. 

2248. Where are the goods unshipped ?—At Whampoa ; all ships unload 
at Whampoa. 

2249* Have you known any instances, within your own observation, of 
this practice ?—I have seen a bale or two in the Chinese merchants’ hongs 
that had been passed as Company’s bales that were American. 

2250. That you knew to have been American ?—They were pointed out 
to me as American, and they were not quite correctly marked, and I have 
not the least doubt that they were American. 

2251. Is it the general practice with the Americans to dispose of their 
outward investments and manufactured goods with a view of smuggling into 

China, 
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China, and by whom are they smuggled ?—I am not aware that the Ameri¬ 
cans smuggle cargoes into China. They trade openly like other traders to 
China, except in opium: opium is a prohibited article. But I am not 
aware that the Americans are under any necessity of smuggling. 

2252. Do they not dispose of their cargoes to the Hong merchants, who 
smuggle them ?—I am not aware of that. 

2258. What did you mean by stating that the Americans smuggled 
under the shadow of the Company?—If I made use of the word smuggle, 
it is perhaps stronger than I am entitled to use. I do not mean that they 
evaded the duties in China, but that the parcels were made up in the shape 
of the Company’s goods, and sold as such when they were not so. 

2254. Are you awai’e that woollens sent out by other ships are not of the 
same quality as the woollens sent out in the Company’s ships ?—There is not 
that care and attention : they are often Company’s rejected goods that are 
taken out by individuals. 

2255. How do you know that they are not so good ?—By seeing some of 
them opened sometimes, and knowing that goods that have been rejected 
have been offered to me as a merchant, and the same goods I have known 
to have been sent out. 

2256. Can you state the year when that occurred ?—It is not confined to 
one year. 

2257. Can you give the Committee any instance of it?—In 1819, in 
1821, and in 1823. 

2258. Were those goods offered to you at a lower price than the Com¬ 
pany had stipulated to give ?—Being rejected by the Company, they were 
thrown back upon the merchants’ hands, and they were willing to sell them 
for what they could get. 

2259. Was the merchant who offered them to you in England ?—Yes. 

2260. Do you believe that the goods rejected by the East-India Company 
afterwards find their way to China, and are sold ?—I have not the least 
doubt of it. 

2261. Are you aware whether they are sold for less than the Company’s 
goods ?—Some I have known sold equal, without the bale being opened, 
with the Company’s mark. 

2262. How can they have the Company’s mark if they were not exported 
by the Company?—To a Chinese it would appear to be the Company’s 
mark; there is a heart and 4; instead of a V there is an I, there is a C 
or an L instead of an E; but to the Chinese the English characters are un¬ 
known, and the appearance of the mark is the same to them, though not 
really so. 
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8 March 1830. 2203. So that they have not the Company’s mark in reality ?—No; but 

it is what, at a short distance, a European would take to be the Company’s 
Capt. R. Alsager. mark. 

2204. With this facility of imposition, is the Company’s mark of any 
great importance in the Chinese market ?——It is a guarantee to any bale that 
has the mark upon it. 

* 2205. If an imitation can be so easily effected as to impose upon the 

Chinese, can the real mark be of any great importance in the Chinese 
market ?—Experience may prove that they are mistaken in this mark, and 
they may begin to analyze it. I am speaking now of the early part of the 
time when they took it for granted that it was the Company’s mark. 

2266. Have the cases of deception to which you allude been numerous ? 
-—If one or two came under an individual’s observation like myself who had 
a great deal to attend to, I think they must be numerous. 

2207. If they are numerous, what importance can you attach to the 
Company’s mark ?—I myself, as an individual, attach every importance to 
it, and those who are in the habit of dealing with the Company know it. 

2268. You attach importance to it because you are able to distin¬ 
guish the genuine mark from the forged mark; but with respect to the 
Chinese, whom you have stated as being incapable of making that distinc¬ 
tion, what importance can they attach to the Company’s mark?—They take 
them all to be the Company’s mark, and they are taken up the country with 
that mark on them. 

2269. If they are taken up the country with the forged marks as well as 
the real marks, is there any importance attached to the real marks ?—I can 
only say that they are all taken up as real. 

2270 . Supposing a case occurred in which the Company’s mark, either in 
reality or in imitation, were not upon a bale, would it pass current into the 
country ?—I think it would be opened. 

2271. How many pounds of tea do you reckon to be carried by the ton 
in a large vessel ?—The black tea and the green are different, the green tea 
being more bulky and lighter; 900 cwt. 1 think, of black tea. 

2272 . What difference is made in the freight in consequence of going to 
India instead of proceeding direct to China ?—There is generally a deduc¬ 
tion of 305. per ton for the circuitous route; 305. are deducted for the 
double voyage between the two intermediate ports. 

2273. Are the Committee to understand that the Company can send a 
ship loaded with troops to Madras, and thence to China, for 305. less than 
sending it direct to China?—Thirty shillings more. 

2274. Supposing a ship to sail direct to Calcutta, and another direct to 
Canton, would there, or not, be any difference in the freight?—The 
freight to Calcutta would be less than the freight to Canton, because there 

are 
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are so many harbour charges in Canton ; but what the difference would be 
I could not say. 

2275. Would there be any other difference than the harbour charges ?— 
I am not aware of any other difference; they are very heavy. 

2276. Do you know the present amount of freight to Calcutta ?—I have 
seen such variety that I can hardly quote any criterion. 

2277. You have stated that upon a large ship the harbour charges 
at Canton would amount to £1 a ton, and upon a smaller ship £2 a 
ton; will you state what the items would be ?—The Chinese measure 
from the centre of the fore-mast to the centre of the ^ mizen-rnast, and 
from outside to outside; the depth is not mentioned. There is a great 
space in a large ship between the centre ot the fore-mast and the bows; 
there is also a large space between the centre of the mizeo-mast and the 
stern, which is not measured, and there is a depth of seventeen feet in the 
hold, whereas a small ship has only about twelve or thirteen. 

2278. The difference then arises from the large ship not being sufficiently 
measured by the Chinese ?—-There is a greater space unmeasured. 

2279. You have stated, that there is a great advantage in carrying on 
the trade in large ships; supposing that to be the case, why could not 
the private trader carry on his business in large ships also?—The officers of 
the large ships are trained up for several years; they sail in the different 
grades during their various voyages, till the time they arrive at the com¬ 
mand; they are better capable of undertaking the responsibility and the 
care of the concern than an individual put in there at once would be. 

2280 Can you state whether the officers of the Company’s ships import 
teas from India to China?—They do in their private investments. 

2281. What quantity of tea does a captain import?—He is allowed fifty- 
six tons upon a ship of 1200 tons. 

2282. What is the chief mate allowed?— They are all stated in the book 
of regulations; I think 103 is the sum total of the commander and 
officers. 

2283. From whom do the officers of the Company’s ships purchase their 
tea ?—Generally of Hong merchants, if we can get them. 

2284. Do you often find difficulty in getting them from the Hong mer¬ 
chants ?—Not a great difficulty; we like that the person who secures our 
ships should buy our cargo. 

2285. Do they often purchase tea from the outside merchants ? I have 
never purchased, tea from the outside merchants. I have heard that o iceis 
have done it sometimes for barter, at great risk, and at great loss in qua 1 y- 
When they have returned to China, the person has not been found that 
they bought the tea from. 

2286. Are all the younger officers competent to the management of that 
transaction ?—The duty of their office requires too much attention generally 
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for them to engage much in trade; and, as such, generally the commander 
has paid them a certain sum for their investment. 

2287. What does he pay, commonly speaking, for their tonnage ?—It 
varies according to the amount of investment in China, and the difficulty of 
remitting home, from £20 to £40 a ton. 

2288. Has it ever been higher than £40 a ton ?—X have never paid more. 

2289. What is the amount of per-centage paid by the Company’s officers 
to the Company ?—I do not know : upon the ton it is about 25 per cent. 

2290. Was it not larger formerly than it is now ?—It was 33 formerly. 

2291. When did the reduction take place?—I am not very competent to 
speak to the time : I suppose ten years. It was previous to my being a 
commander. 

2292. Can you state the amount of the tea annually exported by the 
officers* privilege ?—It varies very much ; because an officer that has a large 
capital cannot afford to invest his capital in tea, because tea embraces but a 
small sum. 

2293. Did you ever know it amount to 2,000,000 of pounds in any one 
year ?—I cannot answer that. 

2294. Have you ever had any bad tea delivered to you ?—I have always 
dealt with the Hong merchants, and I have never had any bad tea. I have 
been very fortunate in that respect. A number of my brother officers, that 
have dealt with the outside merchants, have suffered greatly from having 
bad tea. 

229-5. Will you mention an instance in which an officer has had bad tea 
sold to him by an outside merchant?—I think I recollect Cap ain Nairne is 
one. 

2296. In what year was that?—1822 or 1824, I believe. 

2297* Where is the tea so brought by the officers sold ?—At the East-India 
Company’s sales. 

2298. How soon after the arrival of any ship is the privileged tea dis¬ 
posed of?—At the very first quarterly sale afterwards. 

2299. Have you ever known any of the privileged teas refused by the 
buyers?—None of my own j and, speaking personally, I know of none. I 
have heard of others, but I cannot speak to individual cases. 

2300. You cannot then speak of the extent of it ?—No. 

2301. Do you consider that privileged tea is of better or worse quality 
than what is purchased by the Company?—We are very often glad to take 
what the Company has rejected, and I think the tea is a grade lower. 

2302. Does it sell for less in the sales at the India-House ?—Sometimes 
we buy it in smaller boxes, and that is an advantage ; but I think, generally 
speaking, it fetches rather less than more. 

2303. Do 
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2303. Do you deal entirely yourselves, or do you deal through the Com- 8 March 1830. 
pany*s Factory iu China ? Entirely ourselves. 

2304. Could you state, upon an average of your several voyages, what 
profit the tea so imported by privilege has given f—The last voyage I gained 
but little or nothing by the tea *, that is, if I reckon the dollar at 5s. The 
dollar is considered as current at 5s. in Canton, though it is worth only 
4,s. Id .; but if we make it 5s. home, we consider ourselves fortunate. We sell 
our outward investments by the dollar at 5s. t and then if we get our money 
home at 5s. we consider ourselves fortunate. This last time I scarcely did 
that. 

2305. If the dollar is worth 4s. Id., and you get it home at 5s., is not 
that getting a profit of nearly 25 per cent. ?—'Then we reckon the same upon 
the outward investment upon the dollar when it is not so. 

2306. Then, in reality, taking the pound sterling you disburse, and the 
pound sterling you realize, what is, upon an average, the profit of the 
privileged trade ?—If it is 10 percent, upon the money invested, I consider 
that a very good return indeed. 

2307. Have the woollen goods you took out been profitable or not?—By 
no means ; I have lost by them. 

2308. Were the goods that you lost by the rejected goods of which you 
spoke ?—Some were. 

2309. Are the rejected goods of the Company commonly to be bought in 
London ?—I think they may be. 

2310. What is the sort of tea that the Company’s officers generally bring 
over ?—It varies according to the individual’s choice. 

2311. Is it commonly tea of the lower price, or of the higher price?— 

Lately it has been the lower price: some time ago it was rather in the 
highest priced teas j but people do not buy the highest priced teas now. 

2312. When you say you are content with 10 percent, profit, what allow¬ 
ance do you make for the freight in that ?—If I purchase freight, 1 reckon 
that in as charges of merchandize; if it is my own privilege, I do not reckon 
it. 

2313. How do you reckon it?—I reckon it in the privileges and allow¬ 
ances of the voyage. 

2314. So that, even including your privilege of freight, still your voyage 
does not give you more than 10 per cent.?—-I am speaking ot the bringing 
the tea home. If I speak individually, I have been more fortunate than 
perhaps I deserve: there are other individuals who have suffered, and 
perhaps lost money by it. I should say the average does not admit that. 

2315. You mean to say that, according to your judgment, and what you 
have heard from your brother officers in the same trade, 10 per cent, is as 
much as is made home, throwing in the freight for nothing ?—Yes, I should 
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_ commanders who have gone there four or five voyages, and they are bank- 

Capt. R. Alsager. rupts from having been unfortunate in their trade. I should think that 
where one man has succeeded, five almost have failed in making that. 

2316. Notwithstanding they had a great portion of the freight for 
nothing ?—Yes. 

2317. How comes it that the Company, paying a very heavy freight, 
make a very profitable trade with China ; while their officers, who do their 
own business, getting the freight for nothing at all, should make it answer 
so ill ?—We have a large accumulation of goods sometimes in China that we 
are glad to sell; and there is a difficulty in remitting our money home. 
We have more capital, generally, than we can put in our privilege, therefore 
we are very glad to select those articles in which we can invest the greatest 
sum. 

2318. You have stated that the average freight of ships is from £20 to 
£23; are you aware that there are ships now employed by the Company 
receiving £27 a ton.—I am not aware of it. 

2319. You have commanded one of the Company’s own ships?—I have. 

2320. How many ships have they ?—Eight. 

2321. Are you aware what is the rate of freight per ton, out and home, 
on the Company’s own ships ?—No, I am not aware. 

2322. Do you suppose they sail cheaper than they could be contracted 
for?—lam not prepared to answer upon that point. 

2323. You have stated considerable losses which have been suffered by 
commanders of those ships; can you state whether, upon a voyage to China, 
a commander of a Company’s ship is not expected to make from £10,000 to 
£20,000 ?—I have heard of such things, I do not believe them; I had no 
experience to that extent myself. 

2324. Have you never heard that £30,000 have been made ?—I have 
heard of men speculating in a particular article, by which they were either 
ruined or made; but I do not consider that a criterion of the general 
merchant. 

2325. Could you give the Committee any idea of the average of five 
voyages ?—A double voyage is considered a great advantage, from the cir¬ 
cumstance of getting passengers, and turning our capital three times ; and, 
generally speaking, I should say, if a commander were on those voyages to 
clear £5,000, I think he is a very fortunate man indeed : but I should say 
there are many that do not make that. 

2326. Then you mean to say, that upon the average of the Company’s 
larger ships, as far as you know, the commanders do not make £5,000 a 
voyage ?—I should think not. We are traders singly upon our own capital, 
and perhaps we are not very communicative about it; but that is the im¬ 
pression upon my mind. 

2327. Have 
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2327. Have you been from Bombay to China?—I have. 

2328. What portion of the freight are you, as commander, allowed from 
Bombay to China?—Two-fifths of the ship, 

2329. How many tons will that be in a 1300 ton ship ?—About 500 tons. 

2330. What is the rate of freight per ton you receive upon cotton ?—There 
is a deduction on the part of the Company of £2 per ton from the privilege 
allowed to the commander. I have been very glad to get a little freight, if 
I could, to fill up this privilege} but, generally speaking, I have lost by the 
cotton from Bombay to China. 

2331. What is the highest freight you ever got per candy?—Thirty-two 
rupees. The Bombay rupee is only worth Is. 8 d. to 2s. 

2332. That is about 64 rupees a ton?-—About that. 

2333. That would leave, after the deduction of £2 per ton, £4 per ton 
profit, which on 500 tons would be £2,000 ?—Yes; but to get a little freight 
we are often obliged to buy cotton, so that I have had half freight and half 
purchases: the latter I have lost by. 

2334. Is that every voyage, or only occasionally ?—1 lost two voyages out 
of three. 

2335. How do you account for commanders being so very anxious to obtain 
double voyages when they lose by them ?—There are more opportunities of 
gaining. 

2336. Is not a double voyage the first object to be obtained from the 
court?—No doubt it is, because it gives you three opportunities instead of 
one. 

2337. But, in your opinion, they are very often attended with loss instead 
of gain ?—I know it. 

2338. You have stated certain advantages which a large ship had in the 
China trade; do you consider a 1200 ton ship more convenient to go up the 
Canton river than a 500 or 600 ton ship ?—The Company’s class of 1200 
ton ships are fully equal} they are handy and manageable, and I have never 
known any accident happen to them in going up. I have gone up sometimes 
without a pilot. 

2339. Does not a 600 ton ship load entirely at Whampoa ?—She would 
do it; but as they have to pass the bar, they often take in their water and 
provisions below. A large ship could do the same, but it is not prudent to 
do so. I have known them fill up at Whampoa, with the exception of the 
stores; but, generally speaking, they go with a light draught of water, to 
avoid risk. 

2340. Do you consider it any disadvantage in a large ship not being able 
to load or unload at Whampoa ?-—It is very trifling ; I think the difference 
is not to be mentioned. A ship could, if she chose, take her entire cargo in 
there. I have gone over that bar, having twerty-five feet water : our ships, 

2 G 2 when 



8 March 1830. 
Capt. R. Alsager. 



286 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 


8 March 1830. when they go down, at the utmost draw twenty-one or twenty-two feet, so 

- that there are three feet to spare ; but lest there should be any stoppage, it 

Caot.lt. Alsager . no t considered, prudent to load till after they have passed the bar. 

2341. Since you have been trading to China have you not seen a class of 
very large country ships at Canton ?—I have seen several ships that were 
afterwards in the Company’s employ. 

2342. Are you not aware that the practice now is to use smaller ships, 
and that they now employ 500 to 700 ton ships ?—There are several of the 
larger ships that have disappeared from the market. 

2343. Are you aware that the Americans had one or two ships of 1000 or 
1200 tons to China for a few voyages?—I recollect one. 

2344. Are you not aware that they have also given up that practice ?—I 
am not aware of that. 

2345. Did you never hear in India the reason why the builders and mer¬ 
chants in India have reduced the size of ships trading to China ?—No, I have 
not heard it mentioned. 

2346. You do not suppose, then, that it is owing to the large ships being 
found inconvenient?—I have never heard so. From all I have seen, they 
like the larger ships j I never heard any objection to them. 

2347- Have you any doubt that if they found it more profitable to use 
larger ships than smaller ships, the use of the larger ships would have con¬ 
tinued ?—Whether the demand for produce was the occasion of their being 
smaller I cannot say. 

2348. Would not the demand measure the profits ?—I should think every 
individual is guided a good deal by his own speculations. 

2349. If the majority of individuals have abandoned the larger ships for 
the smaller in this branch of trade, have you any doubt that they found it 
more profitable to use the smaller ?—I can only judge by my own experience; 
I am speaking of the advantage of the large ones. 

2350. Were you ever on board any of the ships that had been freighted to 
take teas to North America?—I have seen them, but I have not been on 
board of them. 

2851. Of what size are they ?—About 500 to 600 tons. 

2852. Do you know what freight is paid ?—I think that the two last ships 
were 600 tons, the Lord William Bentinck and the Kennaway: they were 
taken circuitously, and they returned by way of China, I think they were 
rated at ten guineas per ton home from China. 

2353. Then it appears that the Company are freighting ships at £23 a ton, 
and the other ships are going at ten guineas ?—The breakage and damage is 
very great in small ships; £23 are out and home; ten guineas merely from 
China to America. 


2354. Have 
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2354. Have you ever seen any return of the amount of breakage and 
damage in small ships of 500 or 700 tons, as compared with that ot your 
larger ships ?—No. In the Waterloo’s cargo, that I commanded for four 
voyages, the average had not been ten chests a voyage out ot about 14,000. 
Inn smaller ship I once was an officer* in the old Britannia, and there the 
damage was very great; she was a 770 ton ship of the old class; the damage 
was from breakage, and the small space that there is to stow the tea cargo m. 
The less the tea cargo is removed the better; and in our larger ships the tea 
is placed immediately where it is intended to remain for the voyage, 
small ship the boat comes alongside with 500 or 600 chests of tea that must 
be taken out of the boat; it is placed upon the deck ready for stowage, and 
it is frequently moved five or six times before it is stowed away. 

2355. Then the damage arises from their taking the boat alongside, and 
not keeping it there till the cargo is properly stowed ?-—'l hey must not keep 
it alongside longer than the day, except at an extra charge. 

2356. What is the ordinary size of the boats that carry them ?—About 

500 or 600 chests. . ... 

2357. Then one considerable advantage of the large ships is the facility 
of stowing rapidly the tea taken on board ?—It is very great indeed. 

2358. Are not the owners answerable for the damage? I believe they 
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2359. How does it signify to the Company, if they get the quantity ot 
tea they send home and the owners pay for the damage ?■—It is advantageous 
to the Company to have their teas home, and it would be a great loss to the 
owners. If it exceeds £3,000 the damage comes upon the Company. 

2360. Are you aware that in the large ships the damage ever amounts to 
£3,000 in one cargo ?—1 have never heard, except by accident. 

2361. Have you ever heard of any such proportion of damage in any of 
the small ships that have brought tea, having gone circuitously by New bouth 
Wales ?—I have merely heard indiscriminately, that the damage was greater 
in the two small ships that I spoke of, the Lord William Bentinck and the 
Kennaway, but I had not the precise quantity. 

2362. Why do the Company give £20 or £23 a ton for one ship, when 
they can get another for ten guineas, and when the damaged tea is paid tor 
by the owners on coming home?-When the Company open tenders for 
ships, the lowest tender is taken, I suppose: if they could afford to sail them 
lower, they would tender lower. 

2363. Are you not aware that that depends upon the conditions offered 
by the Company as to the equipment, of the number of men, the num tier o 
guns, and the quantity of stores ?—Certainly, I am aware of that. 

2364. Is it not the case, that the ships which you have stated to be 
freighted at £10 from China for the North American colonies,^have^the 
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advantage of taking what freight they are able to New South Wales, or any 
intermediate voyage ?—I suppose that in their calculations they reckoned 
up what they expected to make in their intermediate voyage, when they 
made the tender for coming from China. 

2365. What proportion of freight do you think a ship would earn on such 
a voyage ?—I am not prepared to say; 1 have not made any calculation that 
bears upon that. 

2366. Would the Company hire a ship to go direct to Canton and come 
back to America, at the freight which you have stated of £10 a ton, supposing 
that she gained upon the"outward freight?—I am not aware what the 
tenders of the Company were. I have now been retued from their service 
about four years, but I believe they have been reduced nearly every year. 

2367. Have not also ships bound on such voyages the advantage of 
freight from North America to England, or any other ports ?—No doubt 
that enters into the calculation, because several of them have brought timber 
home ; but I cannot speak of that, having no local knowledge of it. 

2368. Do not those intermediate freights operate so as to diminish the 
charge of freight from China to North America?—What calculation the 
owners make I am not aware; but, of course, they calculate those advan¬ 
tages when they put in for the lowest tender. 

2369. Are they not advantages which enable a ship to be hired at a 
small rate ?—If I could get £2 per ton from America, of course that 
I should reckon an advantage exclusive of the tender I made to the Com¬ 
pany. 

2370. Is not anyvoyage which those ships may make in their return 
to America entirely a new voyage, and may not a ship returning to Eng¬ 
land just as well take into her calculation any new voyage she may under¬ 
take either to America or elsewhere?—I think she reckons in every 
advantage during her voyage, from the time she leaves England till she 
returns again. 

2371. Having made one voyage, is a ship-owner entitled to calculate any 
subsequent profitable voyages which the ship may take, totally unconnected 
with the voyage in question ?—They may enter into specific agreements 
to take teas from China to America at so much a ton, and the remainder of 
their voyage is entirely at their own command. 

2372. Are you aware that the Company have three classes of equipment 
for their ships; the full equipment, which is called the Company’s regular 
ships; the second equipment, which consists of ships taken up after their 
voyages are out; and the third equipment of smaller ships taken up for 
individual voyages: will you state what constitutes the difference of those 
classes as to equipments, first, for instance, in the number of cables and the 
number of sets of sails ?—I will commence with the Waterloo, which was under 
my command, she carried thirty-six guns; there is room for more, but thirty- 
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six is the number she carries ; in peace she carries 180 men as her comple¬ 
ment, and five to cover casualties, and 10 marine boys. 

2373. Are you aware how many she carried in war ?—She was built after 
the war was concluded. I should think she would carry about the same, un¬ 
less there were some special service. 

2374. Then the Company continue the same number of men and guns in 
their ships in time of peace as they did in time of war ? Just the same. 

2375. Do the ships carry their guns in the hold ?—It is against all rule 
and strict orders of the Company. 

2376. How many men is that per ton ?—One man for every ten tons. 

2377. How many suits of sails did you carry ?—We have always one quite 
new, one nearly new, what we call one-third worn, and the other that nas 
been the previous voyage, and is what we call half-worn; there are three 
complete suits of the principal sails. 

2378. How many cables ?—We have always two new hempen cables eveiy 
voyage,” and we have lately been in the habit of using an iron cable ; there 
are generally three that have been the previous voyage, and an iron cable, 
six cables in all. 

2379. What number of guns and what number of men do the second class 
of ships take, those that have gone their voyages and that are taken to go 
one or two voyages more ?—There have been various reductions, and I am 
not competent to speak to the extent of them ; but of some that weie 
taken up upon a reduced scale, the 1200 ton ships were reduced to eighty 
men, and the officers were also reduced, but I cannot say exactly to what 
extent. 

2380. Were not the stores and other equipments reduced in proportion ?— 
They were ; and there was not that attention to the new equipment. 

2381. With respect to the third class of ships, from 400 to 600 tons that 
they take up, are you aware what proportion of men per ton, and of stoics, 
they bear to those you have stated ?—I am not competent to answei that 
question. 

2382. Are you not aware that they are considerably lower ? The propor¬ 
tion to China, I should think, on the large ships, would require very nearly 
ten men per 100 tons ; I suppose it would be six men per 100 tons upon 
some of the smaller ships. 

2383. What purpose do you understand is gained by carrying as many 
men in time of peace as in time of war?—Our voyages are long, and we are 
not aware what changes may take place between our sailing and our arriving, 
and we are at all times ready and prepared for war. 

2384. Do you mean that the establishment of an Indiaman is the same 
now as it was in the year 1815 ?—The same. 

2385. Do 
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2385. Do you carry the same proportion of ammunition, gunpowder, balls, 
and so on ?—-The same. 

2380. Have you ever seen any ships in China without any guns ?—Not 
Company’s ships, except those that have been taken for one voyage. 

2387. Are you aware whether the ships to Canada carry any guns P—I am 
not aware what guns they carry. 

2388. Have you ever known any of the Company’s ships captured by 
pirates ?—Never. I was in China as chief officer of the Grenville, a 900 ton 
ship, at the time when Lord Amherst arrived in China, and there was only 
an American ship there besides ourselves, and I was applied to by an Ame¬ 
rican in a small boat to say that his ship was in a state of mutiny, and that 
they had taken the ship from them ; that the commander was confined ; he 
had jumped out of the stern window into a boat, and he had come to me for 
relief. I thought the best way was to take a force sufficient to quell them 
without more resistance, therefore I went with two quarter-boats and regained 
possession of the ship. I then asked the commander what I should do with 
the mutineers; he said he wished to have them set on shore. I would have 
taken them myself, for they were stout men, and only wanted a little bettei 
management; but my captain was in Canton, and I could not do it without 
his permission; I therefore landed them on Irench Island, opposite Whampoa. 
That ship could not get secured till those men were taken up to Canton. I 
should remark, that the Factory thought I had taken rather a responsibility 
upon myself in setting those men on shore; but I thought that in a case of 
mutiny I must be guided by my own feelings, and to relieve the ship and 
the officers from danger was the first consideration, and therefore I only 
required a letter from the commander, exonerating me from responsibility in 
what I had done* 

2389. Where did you set them on shore ?—At French Island. 

2390. Will you have the goodness to read the letter ?—-T he letter is ad¬ 
dressed to myself, from Mr. Law, the supercargo of the Lion, and it enclosed 
a certificate of two American gentlemen, passengers on board the ship. The 
letter of the supercargo is as follows: 

« Sir:_Captain Clmmplin will have a declaration addressed to you, and signed 

by the two American gentlemen who were on board the ship Lion, at Whampoa, 
when the mutiny took place on the 13th instant, and who entreated your assistance 
(by request of Captain Champliii) to retake our ship from the mutineers, and libe- 
rate the officers, together with myself, then confined in the cabin* The facts 
stated in the declaration above alluded to were all well known to me, and your 
very friendly compliance with the request ot Captain Champliii, in putting us in 
possession of our ship and landing the mutineers, demands my particular thanks 
and acknowledgments, which I beg you will accept, and present the same to the 
officer of your ship who accompanied you. I remain your obliged and most 
obedient servant, William Law, Supercargo of the ship Lion. Canton, June ‘28th, 

1816 ” The 
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The certificate which accompanied the letter was as follows■ 

<f We, the, undersigned^ citizens of the United States of America, do hereby 
certify to all whom it may concern, that on the 12th day of June 1816, we took 
passage on board the ship Lion, Captain Adam Cbamplm, of New York, from 
Macao for Whampoa, where said ship arrived and anchored about two o’clock p. aa. 
on the next day; and that at about four o’clock of the same day, while we were on 
board, a most serious mutiny took place, part of the crew of said ship refusing to do 
their duty ; and when the said Captain and other officers of said ship attempted to 
enforce obedience, they were attacked with handspikes and other weapons in a most 
daring and outrageous manner, and driven from the deck into the cabin, after 
having received several wounds: thus the ship was in possession of said mutineers. 
The undersigned during the affray escaped from said ship on board some Chinese 
boats, and being requested by said Captain Cbamptin, we went on board the 
II. Eu I, Company’s ship Grenville, and asked for assistance to regain possession of 
said ship Lion; that accordingly Mr. R. Alsager, chief officer of said Company’s 
ship, with two boats' crews and one other officer, returned with us on board the 
said ship Lion, finding her officers still confined to the cabin and the mutineers in 
possession of the decks. That said Mr. R. Alsager, by request of said Captain 
Champlin, and for security of said ship Lion, took out ten of the seamen concerned 
iu the mutiny, and set them ashore at French Island (so called), which measure was 
in our opinion necessary and justifiable in said Captain Clmrnplin, by whose request 
and particular desire every act of said Mr. R. Alsager was authorized and executed 
in the most prompt and friendly manner. In witness whereof we now address this 
testimony to the said Mr. R. Alsager, at the city of Cantou, this 23d day of 
June 1816. 

“George W. Sturgis.—Philip Ammidon." 
239L What was the name of the ship ?—The Lion. 

2392. How many tons was she ?—Between 400 and 500 tons. 

2393. How many men had she on board?—I think two or three and 
thirty ; I took ten out of her, and left them on French Island. 

2394. Have you ever known any other case of that kind with the Ameri¬ 
cans?—No, I have not. This occurred in my own knowledge : I have no 
account of any other mutiny taking place in the river. 

2895. Have you ever known any mutiny or disturbance on board any 
English ship during the time you have been there?—1 have never seen 
one. 

2396. Have you ever heard of any American ship having been captured 
by pirates in the China or Indian sea ?—There were one or two small ships 
seen about Banca or Gaspaf a little previous, and not heard of afterwards, 
and it is supposed they were taken by pirates; and I have seen the 
wreck of a small ship at Banca, that was said to have been taken by pirates. 

2397* Is it not frequent that country ships have been lost in that way ?— 
Not frequently, there have been cases of it. 

2398. Do you know the names of the two American ships that you think 
were lost in that way ?—No, they were low ships. 

2399* Were they ships trading with China?—I cannot exactly say. The 
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ship I have spoken of, in which the mutiny happened* was a regular China 
trader, but I do not know with respect to the others. 

2400. Have you any doubt whatever, that the high freight paid by the 
Company for their ships depends entirely on the large equipment they are 
required to keep up ?—That equipment must be a great consideration with 
the owners. 

2401. What is your opinion, as a seaman of many years’ practice, as to the 
necessity of keeping such large equipments of stores of every kind, judging 
from your own experience of what were brought back and what were used ? 
—Very often during the voyage I have been able to dispose of stores to meet 
the ship’s disbursements, and I have been very fortunate in my voyage in 
not meeting with accidents, and therefore I have had a large accumulation 
of stores on that account to dispose of. 

2402. From the intercourse you have had with the commanders of large 
ships, what is the general opinion you have formed upon that subject?—I 
should think there is an abundance of stores. 

2403. Supposing you were carrying on trade on your own account, would 
you consider it proper or advantageous to carry such a large supply of stores 
as those ships are furnished with ?—As an individual I might retrench those 
stores at a risk, and from a feeling that I was not to meet with accidents : 
prudence would not admit of any very great retrenchment. 

2404. Are you not aware that traders going to different parts of India 
from England go with very reduced quantity of stores indeed compared with 
the Company’s ?—Yes, they do. I have seen them sometimes meet with 
accidents, arid then they have bought stores at four times the amount at 
which they could have got them in the original port. I have been, applied: 
to once or twice, as commanding a Company’s ship, whether I could spare 
spars or cordage. 

2405. Do you recollect a Company’s ship ever having occasion to buy 
Stores at a ruinous price, to repair damages ?—I had very great damage when , 
1 was quite a junior officer : we were struck by lightning, and the foremast 
was set on fire, which we cut away, and to replace that foremast we had to 
pay a large sum. 

2406. Are you aware that typhoons occasionally occur in the China seas ? 
—I am. 

2407. Have you not known a large portion of the fleet dismasted* and 
stores of every kind purchased at a,great expense ?—Lately ships have arrived 
in China safe ; but I was in a typhoon in the Neptune in 1809* and the True 
Briton went down near us. 

2408. Do you consider those accidents P-^-Yes, accidents that no man can 
foresee. 

2409; Notwithstanding those accidents* do not the present class of mer¬ 
chant 
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chant ships go at a much smaller equipment than the Company’s do ? I 
think they go with fewer stores. 

§410. Have you any doubt that they go with one-fourth the quantity of 
stores that the regular ships have ?—I know that small ships in the merchant 
service take cables voyage after voyage : and if they lie in the tier, well and 
o-ood; but if they meet with a gale of wind m which they have to ride out, 

I should rather have a new cable than an old one, and feel grateful for the 
Company’s caution. 

§411. Does the quantity of stores affect the insurance ?—I think the un¬ 
derwriters have that confidence in the equipment of an Last-Indiamatt that 
they never look at them. 

§412 Which mode of conveyance is cheapest on the whole, a Company S 
ship uninsured and at a higher freight, or a private one insured, throwing 
in the premium?—I can only answer that question as art 1 lit 

trade is not worth an insurance it is not worth following. The Company has 
a very large concern, and considering the amount of capital that they invest, 
they are underwriters themselves on their own account. 

2413. Are you yourself in the habit of insuring goods in the Company s 
own ships ?—Yes, I always insure full. 

2414. What is the premium ?—Six per cent, out and home. 

2415. Are you aware that the Company took up several ships from 700 to 
900 tons for single voyages two or three years ago?—I am awaie that they 
had been taken up, but upon what terms I am not acquainted. 

2416. Are you aware that they have discontinued that and taken up a 
smaller class of ships for the India trade ? No. 

2417. Do you recollect in the year 1820, when the ships General Kyd and 
the General Harris encountered a typhoon ?—Yes, I recollect it, near the 
coast of China. 

2418. Did not they suffer so much damage that they were obliged to 
obtain stores of every kind?—I know that they required some stores, but 1 
cannot say the extent. 

2419. Are you not aware that the greater part of the stores they had on 
board were damaged during that storm, and that they were obliged o ge 
new stores when they came ashore ?—No, I am not aware ot that. 

2420. Do you speak of the premium of insurance now, or at the time of 
your last voyage ?*—I spoke of the voyages during the time I was a com 
mander j I think it is the same now. 

2421. Have you ever been on board a man-of-war, and do you know the 
proportion of stores they take, as compared with the Company’s fully equipped 

ships?— I do not. 2H2 2422. Are 
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2422. Are you aware that the Company’s ships have more than men-of- 
war ?—I should have thought not. 

2423. You stated your complement of men to be 135 ; how many of those 
men should you consider necessary merely for the navigation of the ship, if 
you had no armament whatever?—I think the management of the sails and 
yards, and of the navigation generally, requires that number. 

2424. A China ship with thirty-six guns and with 130 men: what force 
should you say a ship of that description would be able to encounter in case 
of war; would it encounter a thirty-two gun frigate ?—She ought to be equal 
to repel an attack. 

2425. Would she be more than equal to any privateer?—Certainly, of the 
smaller class. 

2426. What did you do with any surplus you might have beyond what you 
invested ?—We were very glad to get bills on England. 

2427. Is not the Company always ready to take your money?—Some¬ 
times the treasury is open, at others not: at some seasons I have known it 
not open. 

2428. What exchange do they give you ?—The current exchange of the 
day; the Company’s bills are always preferred. 

2429* What was the least rate that you took the Company’s bills at ?•—The 
very last rate I took them at was 4s. 7 d. the dollar. 

2430. What did that dollar cost you ?—I reckoned it at 5s. in currency. 

2431. Is that dollar worth 5s. ?—No, it is not so; but it is a mode of 
reckoning it, in the same way as we reckon the rupee at half-a-crown when 
it is not so. But if I present an invoice in India of goods that I bring out, 
the buyer says, I will give you 8 per cent, or 10 per cent, and he turns the 
pound sterling into eight rupees, and he calls it a per-centage upon the eight 
rupees; whereas, if you want to remit that money home, instead of being 
2s. 6d. it is only about Is. 9d. 

2432. What does the dollar actually cost you in London ?—It is about 
4s. or 4s. Id. 

2433. If the dollar being worth 4s. you get bills of the Company at 
4s. 7d. is not that a very profitable return from China?-—Yes, but it 
does not always happen; the last two voyages I had remittances at 
3s. lid. and 4s. 

2434. Has that happened to you more than once ?—It happened to me 
the last time I had remittances from China, in 1828. 

2435. Have you not remitted dollars at 6s. ?—No. 

2436. What is the highest rate at which you ever knew it ?—I think the 
highest I ever heard of as an officer was 5s. 10a., it was at the close of the 
war. 

2437. What 
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2437. What has been the rate with rupees?—It has been 26. 8 d. and 
Is. 10 d. 

2438. Did you ever invest your money at so low a rate of exchange 
as you have stated, more than once?—I did not invest the proceeds; 
it was some goods remitted home by bill, and that bill was at 46'.: but 
sooner than remit money at that price, had I been in China, I should have 
preferred running the risk in merchandize. 

2439. You have stated that you consider a China ship with 130 men 
and 36 guns capable of repelling a small French frigate ; are you aware 
that the Kent Indiaman, fully equipped, with 315 men on board, was taken 
by a French frigate?—The Kent was taken, I think, by surprise; the 
number of men alluded to were two-thirds military recruits. 

2440. What was the size of the Kent ?—800 tons. 

2441. Do you recollect the circumstance of a French frigate and a sloop 
of war in 1810 attacking four Indiamen and taking two of them?—No. 

2442. Would not a greater risk be incurred by individuals sending home 
their ships when it suited them, instead of a number of vessels returning 
home together, as is the case under the Company ?—Certainly. 

2443. What would be the effect of throwing open the China trade, in 
your estimation ?—It would be attended with very great risk. I could 
quote one instance that would bear a little upon the question. When I re¬ 
turned from India the last voyage, there was one of the ships that the Com¬ 
pany took up for one voyage was sent out to China. The commander was 
a friend of mine; I gave him a letter to one of the Hong merchants, 
Moqua, an intimate friend of mine also: he sent this letter up by his 
purser; it was requesting Moqua to befriend this commander and buy his 
investment: he said he would buy it from him for my sake; but when the 
commander came up to Canton he was not in uniform. Moqua said, “ Ah! 
my friend, how is this you are not in uniform ?” “ No,” said he, “ I am 
not entitled to wear it.” “ Are not you one of the Company’s captains ?” 
“ No,” he said. “ Then,” said the Hong merchant, “ I know Captain Al- 
sager, but I no can take your cargo.” lie declined having any thing to do 
with him on that account. 

2444. Do the officers commanding the American trading ships wear the 
Company's uniform ?—They are not entitled to do it. 

2445. Do the officers of country ships wear it ?—No. 

2446. Do you consider the Chinese desirous of foreign trade ?—I should 
say decidedly not. 

2447. What would be the effect of an increase of smuggling in the event 
of the trade being thrown open ?—I can hardly say to what extent it might 
take place. 

2448. Is there any limit now to the smuggling that is carried on at Can¬ 

ton? 


<SL 

8 March. 1830. 

Capt. It. Alsager. 


246 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 

arch 1830. ton ?— Opium is a smuggled article, but that takes place outside the port of 

*- Canton. 

H. Alsagtr. 244 $, Do you not think that risk would be incurred with respect to the 
regular trade in the event of a great increase of the smuggling trade ?— I 
think that would lead to riot and disturbance, which would put a stop to the 
trade altogether. 

2450. Do you believe that the Chinese are aware of the nature of the 
East-India Company ?—I think they have the highest confidence in them, and 
they think them superior to any other power that they have intercourse with. 

2451. Are they aware that they are the governors of the adjacent terri¬ 
tory?—I think I have heard of their reluctant acknowledgment that they 
are aware of their vicinity, but it is so vague that I could not speak to it. 

2452 . If you had capital sufficient to undertake a voyage to China in a 
ship of 1200 tons, the cargo being entirely your own, and the freight to be 
£22 a ton, should you expect, from your knowledge of the trade, to obtain 
a profitable return, or to lose by the adventure?—It is an enormous concern 
for One individual to undertake; it is far beyond my calculation. 

2453. You have stated, that if the trade was thrown open, you think it 
would soon be entirely interrupted, in consequence of the disorders that 
would take place; have you ever known the trade to be interrupted be¬ 
tween the Americans and the Chinese?—In the business of the Italian 
sailor it was. 

2454. How long was it interrupted ?—I think the Americans got tired of 
it in about six weeks, and gave up the man. 

2455. Have you ever known the trade been interrupted by any differ¬ 
ences between the Company and the Chinese?—Yes; in the business 
of the Topaze, a man was killed by the frigate, and they looked to the 
Company to give up the men from the frigate that had committed the 
murder. 

2456 . Was it interrupted at all in the year 1814?—I recollect there were 
circumstances which kept the ships at Lin tin a long time, while the lactoiy 
had disputes with the Chinese government. 

2457. Do you know how long the Americans have carried on trade with 

Canton?_I cannot say. I recollect the Americans as long as I have been 

in the habit of going to China. 

2458. Is not the country trade with Canton more extensive than the 
trade carried on direct from England to China?— If it includes the Com¬ 
pany’s ships, I should think it was. 

2459. Exclusive of the Company’s?—I am not prepared to say. The 
trade is very extensive, no doubt. 

2460. Has that trade ever been interrupted ?—I do not know that it has ; 

but the Lascar is much more under control than a European sailor. 

2461. Are 
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2461. Are those ships manned by Lascars, commanded by Europeans ?— 
They are. 

2462. You have stated that the Chinese are a people eminently adverse 
to trade ?—I think they are adverse to all innovation and all alteration. 

246 3. Do you know whether they trade with Sincapore?—Lately one 
or two junks have been down there; but whether it is with the western 
part of China, or whether it is Amoy, on the eastern part, I cannot say. 

2464. Do you believe that the trade with Sincapore by the Chinese 
vessels lias been confined to one or two junks in a year? — Sincapore 
is a very infant settlement, and I think was scarcely known to the 
Chinese more than four or five years back; and the junks that caine in we 
scarcely knew where they came from, because, if you include all the coast 
of Cochin China, there may be numbers, but from China I scarcely know 
one. 

2465. Did the Chinese trade to Batavia ?—Yes ; I think about two junks 
in a year. 

2466. Did they trade to Siam ?— I cannot say : we often met with 
them in the China seas.. 

2467. Did they trade to Malacca ?—I think I have, seen two junks in 
the Straits of Malacca sometimes ; but to what extent the trade is, I cannot 
say. 

2468. From what do you infer that they are a.nation adverse to trade?— 
Merely from intercourse j whatever is new to them they set their faces 
against. 

2469* Do they set their faces against those articles of European ma¬ 
nufacture or produce which they stand in want of, and which can be fur¬ 
nished to them cheaper and better than the productions of their own 
country ?—I should think the Chinese demand for European articles is on a 
very small scale. 

2470. Do they set their faces against dollars ?—It is not customary for 
them to do so. 

2471. Are not dollars an article of trade?—I can hardly call money an 
article of trade. 

2472. But of course, adverse as they are to trade, they do not expect 
to get the dollars of Europeans or Americans without giving something in 
return ?—Certainly not. 

2473. Then they are capable of understanding the benefits of trade, and 
of adopting them ?—Yes $ but they like trade in the old ways better than 
the new ones. 

2474. Do you happen; to know whether any of the junks that came to 
Sincapore ever brought tea ?—I do not know that. 

2475. You, have stated that there was an interruption to the trade on the 

occasion 
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occasion of the affray between the crew of the Topaze and the Chinese : are 
you aware whether the trade was suspended upon that occasion by the supei- 
cargoes or by the Chinese?—By the Chinese government. 

2476. Are you not aware, that upon that occasion the Chinese govern* 
ment addressed a communication to the commodore of the Company’s ships, 
stating that if they would withdraw themselves from the influence or con¬ 
trol of the Select Committee, the Chinese would trade with them, and give 
them goods, and carry on commercial intercourse with them ?—■ 1 he Chinese 
did attempt to set the commanders against the Company, to divide the inte¬ 
rest ; but we said, we are entirely under the orders of the Select Committee, 
and must attend to them. 

2477. Was not the purport of the communication with the Chinese sent 
upon that occasion, that they were willing to trade with the ships it you 
would withdraw yourselves from the control of the Select Committee; in 
fact, that they would throw open the trade, and give you cargoes and receive 
your goods?—I think it was only a trial to see how far they could divide the 
English authorities there. 

2478. In point of fact, did they not offer to trade with the ships inde¬ 
pendently of the Select Committee, if you would withdraw yourselves 
from the control and influence of the supercargoes ?—I do not think it 
extended so far as that; it was a little inquiry to know whether we would act 
without the authority of the supercargoes, and finding that we could not do 
it, they ceased immediately. 

2479. Did they not state, that if you would act without the supercargoes 
they would agree to trade with you ?—I think not as far as that. 

2480. Did not the communication convey a disposition to deal with you 
upon the terms mentioned ?—I think it was merely a trial, without any 
sincerity, to divide us. I cannot say what was the purport of the communi¬ 
cation. 

2481. Can you state how many tons bulk the spare stores taken out in 
the Company’s regular ships would occupy?-—Water is the most bulky 
article. 

2482. The question refers to cordage and sails, and every thing else ex¬ 
cept water ?—The actual room that they occupy is very small; it is in the 
lazaretto, from the foremast to the bows. If the object of the question is to 
ascertain how much cargo less is brought home in consequence of those 
stores, the stores are put where no cargo is permitted to be put; they are 
put in the bows of the ship, in the orlop deck, where tea would be liable to 
damage. 

2483. Then you mean to say that the cordage and sails, and all the 
valuable stores, are put in a place where cargo is not permitted to be put ? 

It is. 

2484. Are you aware that some country ships have gone from Bombay to 

J China 
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China manned entirely with Europeans, and traded there without any inter- 8 March 1830. 
ruption whatever?—I was not aware of that. ~ ~y yori , r 

2485. You have stated that large ships have a great advantage in the port ap ' '' ' ' ' 
of Canton, with reference to the tonnage dues, from the mode of measure¬ 
ment being such as to leave large spaces at each extremity unmeasured ; are 

those spaces which are not measured larger in proportion to the spaces which 
are measured in a large ship than they are in a small ship ?—They would be 
in proportion to the entire body of the vessel. 

2486. Does not the space which is measured, that is, the distance between 
the centre of the foremast and the centre of the mizenmast and the extreme 
width, increase in the same proportion as the spaces which are not measured, 
according to the size of the ship ?—No doubt; but then the depth is not 
reckoned at all, and therefore there is a gain upon the depth. 

2487. Is not the mode of measurement such, that the tonnage upon which 
the Chinese calculate the duty is as much larger in proportion in a large ship 
as it is in a smaller ship ?—Certainly it is. 

2488. Then is not the result the same upon a small ship as.upon a large 
ship ?—No ; because, as I said before, it is a mere superficial measurement, 
and the depth is not reckoned, where there is a gain of seven feet, and the 
two extremes are not measured also. The calculation is made only upon the 
part that is measured, which upon a ship of 1300 tons is about 4,000 tales, 
and on a 500 ton ship about 3,000 tales. 

2489. What effect, in your opinion, would the opening of the trade have, 
supposing the Company’s trade to remain as at present, upon the supply of 
tea, both as to regularity, as to quantity, and as to quality?—Die supply of 
tea would be regulated in a great measure by the demand. 

2490. Would the quantity of good tea be as great in that case as it is now, 
or greater or less ?—1 think a large demand would lead to the manufacture 
of a deteriorated article ; and I think the Company would always have the 
preference of whatever was in the market. 

2491. You think the Company would always have preferable means of 
purchase, whatever might arise, as long as they were purchasers ?—I do. 

2492. How do you account for the smuggling having increased, of late 
years, very much, with all this protection on the part of the Company ?—-I 
am not aware of any smuggling at all that has taken place in the Company’s 
service; all that 1 know of is outside the port, where ships are sailing 
amongst the islands, and their general trade is opium. I am not aware that 
there is any smuggling whatever in any other article. 

2493. From what you know of the Chinese, do you not think they would 
be disposed to sell to the highest bidder. Supposing the trade to be open, 
and that Englishmen could go there as well as the Company, would they sell 
to the Company cheaper than to any body else ?■—1 think the Company would 
have the best article offered them at a certain price. 

2 I 2494. You 
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24 , 94 . You think competition in the market would not affect the price ? -I 

_ think a large would, as in general merchandize I think it does. 

Capti It. Alsagcr. 349,5. If the demand for good teas increased by opening the trade, do not 
you think the supply would be increased in proportion ?—l think it would 
open the door to a great deal of deteriorated article j how far the growth 
might be increased in the interior I cannot tell. 

WALTER STEVENSON DAVIDSON, Esq. called in, and examined. 

2496 . Have you resided in Canton as a merchant ?—Yes, I have. 

2497. Will you state to the Committee, when you went there, how long 
vou staid, and in what business you were employed ?—1 first of all visited 
China in the year 1807 , but staid merely that season; I returned to settle 
there in the year 1811, and I finally quitted it in 1822. 

2498 . Are you a British subject?—Unquestionablyj I am a native of 
Scotland. 

2499. How were you allowed to reside at Canton as a merchant, not 
belonging to the Company’s establishment?—I resided there as a naturalized 
Portuguese subject, and I obtained that naturalisation for a space of 100 
years and upwards. I received it by favour from the King of I ortugal j I 
paid nothing for it. 

2500. Would you have been allowed to remain as an English subject, 
unless you had been naturalized or under some other flag ?—Unquestionably 
not. So far from it, when I obtained the letter of naturalization I wrote to 
the then Court of Directors, informing them that I had got such, but. that 
I still wished to proceed out in one of their ships to China, and they replied 
to me that they could not think of permitting it, 

2501 Did they attempt to prevent your residence there when you appeared 
as a Portuguese subject?—Never; nor had I ever occasion to appear as a 
Portuguese subject: and for obvious reasons, I never sought to do so. 

2502. Will you state in what character you did appear ?—I never was, 
from the commencement of my residence to the termination, desired to state 
in what character I appeared. 

2503. Was it not known that you had been naturalized as a I 01 tuguese ? 
—Perfectly notorious on the spot. 

2504. Do you not believe that it was on that account you were allowed to 
remain?—Entirely. 

2505. What was the firm of your business ?—'The firm of business, when 
I joined it, was Baring & Company ; it afterwards became Moiony, kobarts, 
& Company, and afterwards W. S. Davidson & Company. 

2506 . What Mr. Baring was it?—It was Mr. George Baring. 

2507. Was he a member of the Company's Factory there ? No, he was 

not; he had previously resigned the service, and resided in ^ 


! 





SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 251 

<2508. Had he been in the Company’s service ?—He had. 

2509. Who were associated with you ?—Two other Company’s servants, 
Mr. Molony and Mr. Robarts. 

2510. They were then belonging to the Factory?—ihey were. 

2511. How long had they been established as agents at Canton ?—The 
house existed for many years before. The earliest member of it with whom 
I am acquainted is Mr. Fitzhugh, now in London, the present Lord Strath- 
allan: Mr. Henry and Mr. William Baring, the brothers of Mr.George Baring, 
also belonged to it. 

• 2512. In what year did you join them ?—In 1811 I went out. 

2518. What was the business they carried on when you joined them ? 
Agents in all articles the produce of India, but chiefly cotton and opium ; 
certainly opium and cotton formed nine-tenths ot the business. 

2514. Then it is presumed that "the Factory knew perfectly that you 
managed the trade in opium ?—That will require a little explanation, 
mentioned that I was in China in 1807, during which time I became 
acquainted with all the members of that firm: in consequence of which, 
upon the East-India Directors depriving their servants ot the power of 
carrying on the opium agency, they invited me to go out to China to manage 
it; and the bond jide understanding was, that every dollar that was derived 
from the opium agency should go into my pocket; and every dollar that 
was derived from the cotton agency, which was still legal and allowable, 
should go into theirs. 

2515. How long had the Company allowed their servants to be opium 
agents?—As well as I can recollect, the East-India Directors had capricious y 
changed their regulations two or three times; I cannot say precisely. 

2516. Did they change them after the time of your joining the house? 
Yes. They afterwards deprived them of the power ot acting as cotton 
agents ; or rather, they desired that instead of certain parties, who then acted 
as cotton agents, retaining it, it should be carried on by them, or others of 
their servants, for the benefit of the whole factory* li» i io ony ant ± 1 . 
Ilobarts declined to take it on that footing, alleging very properly, that as 
they were very often obliged to remain at Canton during the hot season to 
attend to the business, when the others were amusing themselves at Macao, 
it was not fair; and it was upon that occasion that the house assumed my 
name, and all the business fell into my hands. 

2517- Did any of those Company’s servants continue partners with you in 
any portion of the business?—In nothing whatever. 

2518. During the time you remained, did any of the Company a sm ants 
afterwards act as agents for any business ?—Never afterwards, till 1822, when 
I quitted the country, and I have every reason to believe not since. 

2519. How many factories existed in Canton during the time you were 
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there?—There was the English; the American had a consul, not a company; 
the Dutch had supercargoes, and they had a factory also. 

2520. Had the Dutch Company a monopoly ?—It had ceased to he a 
monopoly, because the Company ceased to operate at the time of the war of 
the French Revolution. The Spanish also had a factory and a factor, but 
he resided almost entirely at Macao, as agent for the Royal Philippine 
Company. There was the Swedish, they had no business, and the consul of 
which, Sir Andrew Ljunstedt, resided at Macao. The French, Prussian, 
Austrian, and Danish had been formerly known there, but there were no 
consuls excepting nominal ones. In one instance they were British subjects 
who were the consuls. Messrs. Magniacs, l think, were the Prussian consul 
and vice-consul. 

2521. Have any partners of that house lately come home?—Yes, the 
chief partner is in this country now, Mr. Hollingworth Magniac. There was 
an Austrian factory, but it was during my time always let to captains of the 
Company’s ships or others; and I think there was a hong called Danish. 
The difference between a hong and a factory is, that a hong comprises several 
places of residence. 

2522. Were there any other Englishmen under foreign flags residing at 
that time in Canton, besides your own house and Magniac’s ?—In the course 
of my residence I admitted a partner, who was the Sardinian consul. 

2523. Was he a partner with you?—Yes, he became so, and is now at the 
head of that house, Mr. Dent. 

2524. Did you trade on your own account, or act as agent, during the time 
you staid there?—I did both. 

2525. Will you state to the Committee in what manner you managed the 
sale of the opium consigned to you as agents?—Nothing was more simple. 
The ship on board which opium was lay generally at Whampoa, at that time, 
about twelve miles from Canton. The parties who purchased opium of my 
house paid the money in Canton, and so soon as it w'as ascertained that the 
silver was good, which was done by shroffs I had for the purpose, they 
received an order on the officer to take the opium out of the ship. The 
purchasing parties then went down, generally under the colour of night, and 
took the opium out of the ship; that is to say, broke open the chests and 
threw the opium into bags, leaving the chests on board, because they were 
not so handy for their boats. 

2526. Is it within your knowledge that they obtained any orders or made 
any preliminary arrangements before they could go on board for the opium ? 

_Decidedly. As far as general report and general belief, they always had 

an understanding with the Mandarins previously to taking opium out: that 
is to say, they required to know how much money they should pay them on 
each chest; and when this money was paid, those peisons, it was always 
understood, gave orders that they should not be molested, 

2527. Was 
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2527. Was it known in Canton that those ships had opium on board, 
although the article was contraband ?—It was quite notorious to all the 
parties. 

2523. Was it known to all the authorities ?—I cannot say that it was 
known to the Fooyuen or the Hoppo, but I do not doubt it. 

252Q. Have you ever known any attempt to seize the opium on board of 
a ship lying at Whampoa?—I never heard of such a thing. 

2530. Have you ever known more ships than one lying at Whampoa with 
opium?—Many, . 

2531. Where did they lie at that time; was it between Danes’ Island 
and French Island ?—Near both. They generally chose the most quiet and 
sequestered spot; because, as their anchor was likely to be down so much 
longer than any other vessel, it was desirable that they should be out of the 

W 2532. Are you aware that the custom-house authorities invariably appointed 
boats to watch those opium vessels ?—Certainly. 

2533. Then your opinion is, that the smuggling of opium was with the 
knowledge of the authorities there, and you never knew of any interruption 
t0 it?—1 have known interruption to it, but I have never known any diffi¬ 
culty on board t heship. 

2531- What difficulty have you known out of the ship ?—I have known 
periods when the demands and extortions of the Mandarins were so high 
that it was not possible to sell opium. 

2535. Notwithstanding that, was any attempt ever made to seize the 
opium on board the ships ?—Never, that I knew of. 

2536. When ships arrive at Canton containing opium, in what way is the 
car-ro entered ?—Opium is never entered : every ship bringing opium always 
brings some other cargo ; that other cargo is always the cargo entered. 

2537. Is there any additional charge made on ships which lie there, as 
the opium ships do, the year round?—I never knew an instance ; that is to 
say, I never was obliged to pay, but I have been plagued about it. 

2538. How long have you known a ship lie there ?—I do not remember 
any instance of a ship lying above a year, excepting one to my own consign¬ 
ment : she lay much more, and it was about her that I had a great deal of 
trouble. It was a very unusual occurrence, and would be likely always to 
give trouble. 

2539* Are you aware whether the Hong merchants have any thing to do 
in the opium trade?—I am afraid some of them have had: I knew one 
very well who was too ready to deal in it: I never dealt with him myself, 
because I did not approve of it, but I believe he has dealt frequently in it. 

2540. Does that Hong merchant still belong to the Hong?—I he Hong 
merchant to whom I alluded no longer belongs to the Hong. 

2541. Are 
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2541. Are the Hong merchants changed from time to time ?—I have 
never known them changed, except by death, or bankruptcy, or banishment. 

2542. Are you aware whether they pay any sum of money to obtain the 
privilege of the Hong ?—I do not know it, but I have no doubt of it. 
L believe that nothing is to be obtained in China without paying the autho¬ 
rities. 

2543. Have you any doubt that any thing may be obtained in China on 
paying for it?—There are very few things that may not, I believe. 

2544. Will you state generally what the rate of commission on doing 
business at Canton was in your time ?—Generally, in my time, commissions 
were reduced; and which I believe is the usual practice in all countries where 
trade is extending, and where it begins very high. On cotton I never knew 
it below three per cent. ; on opium I knew it five per cent., and it became 
three. There were many parties in China who did business on much smaller 
commissions than this. My house made a rule of never doing so, by which 
means we lost a great deal of business. 

2545. Had you, during the whole time you remained there, ever any 
trouble yourself on account of being an agent for opium ?—I was in a constant 
sea of trouble. 

2546. With the Chinese authorities?—I never had occasion to come into 
direct communication with the Chinese authorities : I avoided it, because it 
would have been of no avail. 

2547. Will you state what you mean by saying that you were in a sea of 
trouble ; what were the difficulties you met with ?—Constant interruptions, 
owing to the exactions of the Mandarins, which stopped the sales altogether 
in some instances. On other occasions, after the parties who bought the 
opium of me had paid down the money and had got their orders, it could not 
be delivered, and I was obliged to refund, because they could not make 
their arrangements; and as parties in those circumstances are sometimes 
very unreasonable, in some instances they wanted me to indemnify them for 
the'profits they might have got, when it was in fact their own government 
which impeded them. 

2548. Have you any means of judging whether the trouble attending the 
sale of opium is less now, since the ships were removed from Whampoa and 
stationed themselves at Linting, outside the river?—I should say that I do 
not believe there is much difference in the trouble, but a vast difference in 
the anxiety : because, in the one case, they were liable to seizure any day : 
in the other case, they lie in a spot where they can defend themselves against 
any power that can come against them. 

2549. You mean to say, that the trade, in your time, whilst the ships lay 
at Whampoa, was more difficult than it is now ?—More full of anxiety. There 

was no difficulty in it; it was a very good business. 

J 2550. Did 
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2550. Did you ever know of any other articles except opium being 
smuggled ?—1 have heard of a great many, but I never smuggled any other 
articles myself in the import trade. 

2551. With regard to the exports ?—In exports I smuggled very largely 
of silver, because it was a prohibited article as well as opium; and so was 
tutenague, I believe: and the rule which guided me was, that I would smuggle 
the articles which were prohibited, but not those upon which a direct duty 
was laid. 

2552. Can you state what was the number of chests of opium imported at 
Canton in your time ?—The quantity varied : on general recollection, I think 
1 may say 6,000 or 7,000 chests. 

2553. How many pounds does a chest contain ?—I think a chest contains 
two maunds of 82 pounds each, that is, 164* pounds, or it may be twomaunds 
of 74 pounds each. 

2554. What was the average price you sold it for ?—I think I have known 
the price vary from 1,200 dollars to 2,400 dollars. 

2555. Are you aware that the trade to China has now increased to 
13,000 or 14,000 chests ?—So I have heard of late years, and I have no 
doubt of it. 

2556. What was the value of the opium you have stated ?—From 
8,000,000 to 12,000,000 of dollars, between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 ster¬ 
ling. 

2557. Was all the opium that you received Company’s opium, or was 
there any Turkey opium ?—There was Turkey opium. 

2558. What proportion to the quantity of Company’s ?—I am not pre¬ 
pared to say, nor can I find amongst my papers sufficient data to give that 
conclusion. 

2559. You have stated that you smuggled silver, did you ever apply for a 
chop for permission to export it ?—Never. 

2560. Do you know that the Company have exported silver ?—Yes; I 
have heard so. 

2561. Do you know whether they received a chop permitting them to 
export it?—-I have no doubt of it; I am convinced they would not hazard 
the doing it without. 

2562. What responsibility did you consider to attach to you as an agent, 
selling a prohibited article like opium ?—In a pecuniary point of view, I never 
considered it was a responsibility that could be valued ; nor did l ever 
charge, or pretend to have a right to charge any thing for it. Personally, of 
course, every man who resides in China runs a great risk. The government, 
for instance, as I have stated, knew full well that a ship was at Whampoa 
with a large quantity of opium; that she was to my consignment, and they 

might 
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might have imprisoned me any day, and said till you pay 100,000 tales you 
shall not be released. 

2563. Did that ever happen during your residence there ?—Never. 

2564. Did you ever hear of its happening ?—Never. I do not think that 
in the history of the trade there has been an instance of it. 

2565.. What risk did you consider you ran in smuggling silver ?—None 
whatever, beyond the seizure of the silver, with which they are always 
exceedingly well satisfied. 

2566. Have you known many seizures made?—I have known some, but 
very few indeed, the parties are so exceedingly expert. 

2567. Upon whom did that loss fall ?—It fell upon the party for whom it 
was a remittance to India, either myself or my constituents, as the case 
might be. 

2568. Could that risk become a matter of insurance ?—Certainly not. 

2569. Have you ever known it taken as such ?—I think no European 
would ever be so foolish to run such a risk. I cannot pretend to say that it 
has never been made a risk ; I never would have run the risk myself for any 
reasonable premium. 

2570. In your time did the Chinese undertake to put the si) er on board 
for you ?—Yes. 

2571. What rate did you pay them for it?—I bought the silver of them, 
and they undertook to put it on board. It was deliverable on board, and I 
paid them sometimes before and sometimes after they brought me the cap¬ 
tain’s receipt for it. 

2572. Then your own risk was at an end?—Entirely; except when I 
chose to step out of the way and trusted them, which I have often done with 
all those parties, both in silver andin opium. 

2573. Do you mean to say that you sold opium on credit?—Yes, I have, 
very foolishly. 

2574. Then it is presumed your opinion of the Chinese was very good? 

_It must have been so, when I sold to the greatest rogues in the country 

an article on credit. 

2575. Did you ever make any bad debts in such cases ?—Yes, I have. 

2576. You stated that some time after you sold the opium, the parties 
came to you to have the money returned, because they could not get an 
order for the landing of it; is it an universal practice in getting this article 
on shore to get an order from the Mandarins before an attempt is made to 
land it?—I should think by no means. The parties who had my order for 
the opium, if they could evade the Mandarins, avoided paying them ; but 
generally speaking, I believe, they cannot evade them, and that they find it 
the surest way to pay them. 

2577. Generally speaking, is permission obtained from the Mandarins 

before 
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before an attempt is made to land the opium ?—I should think the parties 
generally pay in order to secure the safety of the opium : but I may be per¬ 
mitted to add, that I should think it very likely, in the case of paying too 
small a sum, the Mandarins might still seize the opium afterwards ; and I 
should think that the parties, unless they were disposed to pay the full fee, 
would rather run the risk altogether. 

2578. Is there then any established fee ?—Yes, there is an established fee 
for to-day; but you cannot depend upon them beyond the day, it is con¬ 
stantly liable to variation. 

2579. Is there always a price, in the nature of a fee paid to the Manda¬ 
rins, which will ensure the landing of opium ?—Except at such times when 
their demands are so extortionate that it is impossible to sell the opium. 

2580. What is the greatest payment you have known to be made to a 
Mandarin ?—I know nothing whatever of the fine paid to the Mandarin. 

2581. You stated that the opium agents are generally watched by boats 
from the custom-house when the opium is taken out of the ship, with an 
order obtained from the Mandarins : are those boats generally present ?—I 
believe the system has been, when they have received intelligence from their 
chiefs, to retire. 

2582. Are you not aware that those custom-house boats are moored astern 
and on the quarter of every vessel ?—Custom-house boats are ; but I am not 
aware that the boats whose duty it is to seize those parties are moored there, 
they are far too weakly manned and armed. 

2583. Are you not aware that those boats permitted the opium to be 
landed ?—Decidedly. 

2584 Could they prevent it if they pleased?—That does not follow; 
they may not be strong enough. I have known instances of the Chinese 
opium boats overpowering all force, where it was a very large quantity, and 
it was worth their while killing and wounding men ; but generally they do 
not attempt it. 

2585. On such an occurrence happening, have you ever known any 
notice taken of it by the government ?—Never. 

2586. Besides opium, have not you purchased tea on commission ?—My 
export in that way has been but small. I have, however, done it often. 

2587- What was the commission you were allowed on tea?—Three per 
cent., the same as on cotton. 

2588. Generally speaking, did you not buy and sell the different commo¬ 
dities of Canton ?—Certainly. 

2589. Have you found any difficulty in your dealings, either with the 
Hong merchants or with the outside merchants ?—I very seldom dealt with 
the outside merchants. I have often found difficulties with both descrip¬ 
tions. 
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2590. Did they refuse to sell to you, or refuse to buy ?—Never. 

2591 What are the difficulties that you met with ; have they refused to 

pay?_Yes, I have met with many difficulties of that nature, having the mis- 

fortune to deal with bankrupts. 

2592. What should you say of the facility of doing business in the port 
of Canton as compared with other ports ?—I should say it is greater in tnat 
than in any other country I have ever either visited or heaid of. 

2593. Have you ever sent teas on your own account to New South Wales or 
any other place?—Not on my own account; but I have sent them on 
account of other parties many times. 

2594. Did you buy those teas by previous contract, or as you found them 
in the market ?—1 have bought them both ways. When I knew that the 
vessel was coming, then, of course, I would buy them by contract pre- 
viously; when a vessel came suddenly with an order, and had to letum imme- 
diately, I was obliged to buy them at the moment. 

2595. As a general rule, then, when you knew a vessel was coming, you 
would provide the cargo by previous arrangement ?—Unquestionably. 

259b. Do you not consider that the East-India Company, by having 
a regular demand for their trade to England, can buy their teas cheaper than 
a stranger, who goes into the market with only a short time to purchase his 
cargo in ?—Certainly; the Company buy their teas at great advantage. 

2597. Do you think, if your purchases had been large, you would 
have had equal facilities with the Company ?-l-think, if my purchases 
were equally large, I should have equal facility, if I were equally active and 
intelligent. 

2598. Do you consider that the principal advantage which the Company 
has arises from the great extent of purchases and sales which they make. 

Yes, I do. , i • 

2599 Are you aware of any other advantage they have beyond their 
great punctuality and their great dealings ?—That seems to me to embrace 
every advantage that can be possessed by a great trading company. 

2600. Supposing the Company to continue to trade there, and supposing 
the trade thrown open to other Englishmen, with liberty to settle and reside 
at Canton, do you foresee any difficulties in carrying on the trade at Canton . 
—I foresee that many may arise. 

2601. Will you state what difficulties you anticipate? I believe that in¬ 
dividuals would conduct themselves so irregularly, that they would quickly 
become embroiled with the Chinese. 

2602. Have you ever known, during the time you resided there, any 
interruption, or any individuals coming in collision with the authorities 
there ?-~I think I stated before, that we knew better than to come into col¬ 
lision with the government; but we have had many grievances.^^ ^j )en 


• VIQN1 i° 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS, 259 

2603. When a grievance occurred, in what way did you apply for the 
redress of that grievance?—‘During the whole of my residence I never had 
occasion to apply for the redress of any ; but I have heard the inodes taken 
by other parties, which inodes are generally understood to be by going to the 
Viceroy’s palace, with a chop, or letter, stating the grievances; that is to 
say, a great collection of people, who are of the same mind, and who were 
generally labouring under a common grievance, forced their way through 
the city V te and made to the palace; and when they succeeded, as they 
frequently did, the parties there were very glad to take their letter, and to 
get rid of them. 

2604. Do you allude to the Company’s servants as having ever done that? 
_No ; the Company have the privilege, and a very great one it is, of com¬ 
municating with the Canton government in Chinese ; it was gained by ne¬ 
gotiation long ago. 

2605. To whom do you allude as having done that?—Persons connected 
with the country traders; but I remember on one of the most spirited 
occasions they were headed by a late Chairman of the East-India Company, 
the Honourable Mr. Lindsay, who got great credit for the manner in which 
he conducted the business. 

2606. Did he head the party as a servant of the Company, or as an 
Englishman independently of the Company ?—Decidedly as an Englishman, 
and not as a servant of the Company. 

2607. Have you ever known any of the Company’s commanders 
joining in these proceedings ?—The Honourable. Mr. Lindsay was then the 
Honourable Captain Lindsay, and a Company’s commander. 

2608. Did you ever know of any of the Select Committee, or the 
persons belonging to the Company’s establishment theie, joining in sue 0 . 
proceedings ?—No, I do not. 

2609. Can you recollect the nature of the remonstrance they presented ? 
_I cannot; I was not on the spot at the time. 

,2610. Was redress given to the grievances ?—I think, generally speaking, 
those petty grievances for which they sought redress in this mannei wen. 
relieved. . . 

2611. Comparing the time when you arrived at Canton with the time 
when you came away, do you conceive that, on the whole, theie 
were greater facilities for trade at the termination than at the commence¬ 
ment ?—Unquestionably. 

2612. Are you aware whether, from what has taken place since you came 
away, still greater facilities have been afforded ?—1 have heard very little or 
the matter since I came away. 

2613. What do you consider to have been the cause of that greatei 
facility ?—Privileges obtained by the exertions of the East-India Company s 
Select Committee. 

2614. Did that apply to the Americans?—Unquestionably. I conceive 
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the Americans and all other foreigners have benefited by those privileges 
which have been obtained by the East-India Company, and, as I conceive, 
at the cost of Great Britain. 

2615. Are the Committee to understand that in these remonstrances by 
individual Europeans residing there, that the Company’s civil servants ever 
joined in them or not ?—I believe not. 

2616. You stated, that you were afraid that disturbances might take 
place ; have you ever known any interruption of the trade of any nation, 
except that which has taken place with the India Company ?—I know the 
American trade stopped on one occasion, in consequence of a life that was 
lost, in the case of the Italian sail or Majocci; I do not remember any other. 

2617. Then what induces you to say there would be a risk of disturbance, 
when you know no instance of that having taken place ?—Because I con¬ 
ceive the Chinese would very soon deprive you of all your privileges, and 
the trade would consequently be carried on to the greatest disadvantage ; 
the parties interested there would be dissatisfied, and 1 think it is not going 
too far to say, that they would greatly misconduct themselves in the end 
from cruel irritation. 

2618. Have you not said that it was your interest to conduct yourself 
quietly to avoid collision ?—Certainly. 

2619. What reason have you to think that other individuals, consulting 
their own interest, would not act with equal caution ?—Because very few 
had so large a stake as myself. Smaller stakes make people less cautious. 

2620. Do you not contemplate, if the trade were open, that the 
agency business would very much increase, so as to be worth every indivi¬ 
dual’s attention ?—It is very possible it might. 

2621. Do you contemplate danger as likely to arise, supposing China to 
remain as it now is with regard to Europeans ?—There are now a great many 
private individuals in China who have much larger stakes than they had in 
my time. 

2622. Do you find that they come in collision with the public authorities ? 
—I should think not. 

2623. Do you know Mr. Wilcox, an American merchant, who was there? 
—Yes, intimately. 

262 k Have you ever known him or any of his countrymen come in colli¬ 
sion, except in the unfortunate case you have alluded to ?—Never. 

2625. How often have you known the trade interrupted by the English 
coming in collision with the public authorities there ?—Two occasions I have 
a vivid recollection of. The first occasion was in 1814; it was the resistance 
on the part of the supercargoes to an attempt made by the government, in 
conjunction with the Hong merchants, to make the monopoly which they 
possess much more close and injurious to the English trade than it had ever 
been before. 
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2626. That is, the Chinese authorities were anxious to establish Co-hongs, 
so as to render the monopoly of the sale of Chinese articles greater ?—The 
nature of it was to give authority to the senior Hong merchants, that they 
should have a power to control the juniors to fix the prices, and in short, 
to exercise a very despotic authority over their own body and over the 
trade 

2627. If such had been established, do you consider that an increase of 
the price of teas was anticipated ?—I conceive that would have followed. 

2628. What steps did the Company take in resisting those demands?— 
They resisted those demands, by stopping not only their own trade, but all 
the country trade. 

2629. How long did they stop that trade ?—As well as I can recollect, I 
should say about two months. 

2630. Have you ever known any interruption by any proceedings of coun¬ 
try traders ?—Never. 

2631. On what other occasion do you recollect any interruption ?—On the 
occasion of the affair of the Topaze frigate, I think in the season 1821-2, an 
affray took place between the crew of the frigate and the Chinese, in which 
some of the Chinese were killed and wounded, and on that occasion the 
Chinese stopped the trade. 

2632. Had the Company’s own servants any thing to do with causing that? 
—They were not the cause of it, it was a king’s ship. 

2633. Did any dispute arise about the price of black tea between the 
Company’s Factory and the government?—.! am not aware of that circum¬ 
stance. 

2634. How do you account for king’s ships, which of course are better 
disciplined, and under better command and control than any other ships, 
having been the cause of disburbance in China, when the country ships have 
not caused any disturbance ?—In the simplest way possible ; one party will 
take blows, the other will not. 

2635. Will you explain what you mean ?—King’s ships going to China, 
will, of course, submit to no insult whatever; and therefore, so long as they 
do go to China in the present state of things they must embroil the trade, 
because I hold it to be quite impossible for any ship to be in China, and in 
contact with the Chinese, without being insulted sooner or later. 

2636. Are the Company’s ships ever insulted in that way?—I have often 
heard of persons belonging to Cpmpany’s ships receiving insults. 

2637. Then they are obliged to put up with the insults as well as others ? 
—Of course I speak of personal insults, and not such as affect the honour 
and character of the Company’s representatives in China. 

. 2638. Supposing the trade were thrown open, and supposing the Company 
to exist as a Company without exclusive privileges, and supposing a consul, 

with 


8 March 1830. 

IV. S. Damdmn, 
Es(j. 




8 March 1830. 


fV. S. Davidson, 
Esq, 


<SL 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

with a council perhaps on the part of the Crown, with powers to regulate the 
conduct of everv Englishman visiting Canton, can you form any opinion 
what would be the result as to keeping peace and good understanding with 
the Chinese, as compared with what now takes place with the Company s pre- 
sent establishment?—Supposing such a state of things to exist at some future 
neriod, I should say that, unless judicious and energetic diplomatic arrange- 
ments preceded such a change* the British trade would not exist at Canton 
two seasons without the most violent and serious interruption. My reasons 
for thinking so are these. The Company possess the twofold chaiacter of 
trading merchants and of a great controlling power: they can temporise, as 
they have done before ; but if the representatives of Great Britain emanated 
directly from the government of this country, I conceive they would be 
placed precisely in the same situation as the men-of-war have always been in, 
that is to say, they would stickle for the honour of their government, and 
thev would not be able to recede from their first demands, by which means 
the trade would be lost for two seasons at least; many individuals would 
be thereby entirely ruined, and the country would be unable to 1 einstate 
their commercial intercourse with China without incurring a vast cost. 

2639 Have you not stated that other Europeans, when aggrieved, have 
united together to demand redress from the Chinese, and have obtained it ? 
—In insignificant cases: I have stated that to have been done on petty occa¬ 
sions not on great occasions, certainly. Such an attempt in the yeai 1311, 
when the Company made their great stand, would have been as futile as it 
would be for me to hold up my hand in this city for the purpose of extin¬ 
guishing a great fire. 

2640. Have you found, from your own experience, that the Chinese people 
are* extremely desirous to carry on trade with Europeans ?—Unquestionably, 
but in their own way. 

2641. Then it is the regulations of the government that you consider to 
be hostile ?—Entirely so. 

2642. You have stated that during your recollection, and as far as you 
have heard, no interruption has ever taken place with the Americans, who 
have carried on that trade for many years, except in the case of the Italian 
sailor; have you ever known any thing of the kind occur with the Danish, 
the Spanish, the French and Dutch, during the last five years?—Certainly 

not. ... 

2643. Then are the Committee to understand that you anticipate those 
difficulties from the supposition that irregularities would take place on the 
part of the traders there ?—That is only a part of my reason, which is correct 
as far as it goes, but also from the decided disposition of the Chinese autho¬ 
rities to encroach. 

2644. Are you able to state whether the number of individuals employed 
in China by the tea trade is very considerable ?—I have always under- 

stood so * 2645. Would 
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2645. Would not the stoppage of the trade which you anticipate be as 
important a grievance to that country, as the stoppage of a great branch of 
trade would be to any other country?—Unquestionably; it would ruin those 
engaged in it at the moment. 

2646. Do not you consider that would be an inducement to them to act 
on reasonable terms ?—The government of China and the trading people are 
so very distinct, that it is impossible to suppose one motive actuating both 
parties. 

2647. Do not the Mandarins and the officers of government gain very 
much by the trade, both regular and smuggled ?-—Unquestionably. 

2648. Would it not be against their interest that any interruption should 
take place ?—Certainly. 

2649. Would it not also be against the interests of the English residing 
there to produce any interruption ?—Certainly. 

2650. Both parties being anxious to keep the trade, on what ground do 
you suppose the trade would be lost ?— Because, as I stated before, repre¬ 
sentatives of the King of England could not temporize in the same way as 
the East-India Company have always been ready to do, when judged politic 
or necessary. 

2651. You stated, that the present Lord Strathallan, and several gentle¬ 
men then in the Company’s service, were concerned in business in Canton ; 
did you mean it to be understood that they had any interest whatever in the 
sale of opium, which you described as having taken place ?—I stated that, 
from the moment I joined the house, it was upon a clear understanding that 
all the opium agency should be mine, and that the cotton and other agency 
should be theirs. 

2652. Did they at all participate in the opium agency ?—I stated distinctly 
that in point of fact they did not participate. I bond fide profited by the 
opium agency, and they bond file kept the other agency. 

2653. Did you not state that the Company afterwards put a stop to their 
servants having an interest in the cotton agency also ?— 1 hey submitted a 
proposition, that if it was retained by their servants it should be for the 
general benefit, certain parties being nominated by the whole to act. l he 
parties then concerned in it declined the thing on those terms, and conse¬ 
quently I succeeded to the whole agency, none of the other parties in the 
Company’s Factory choosing to start against me. 

2654. Are the Committee to understand, then, that those gentlemen did 
nothing in the prosecution of that business, that they were not permitted to 
do as Company’s servants ?—Distinctly so. 

2655. Before you joined the house, had the opium agency been equally 
divided between the members of the house?—Unquestionably ; but the opium 
agency was much smaller at that time than afterwards. 
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2656. Had the gentlemen you have mentioned any concern in any 
business which they were not permitted by the Company to engage in ?— 
Those gentlemen participated in nothing but what they were legally and 
strictly authorized to do. When they were no longer authorized to do it, 
they most honourably gave it up to me, and the thing was done quite bond 
fide : and the reason I use that expression is, that in that country it was by 
some supposed to be otherwise ; but I state most distinctly, that the opium 
agency profits were bond fide given up to me on joining the house. 


Martis, 9 die Martii, 1830. 

Captain CHARLES HUTCHINSON called in, and examined. 

2657. You are a captain in the navy ?—A commander in the navy. 

2658. Since the peace have you employed yourself in the command of any 
ship in the mercantile service ?—I took the command of a ship called the 
Bombay Castle, at Liverpool, in 1819, and went to India, where I remained 
five years. 

2659. What was the size of the ship ?—Nearly 600 tons. 

2660. During the five years you were in command of this ship had you 
any intercourse with Canton ?—I went there three times, three several years, 
from Bombay, with cargoes of cotton and various other things that are sent 
from India. 

2661. Was there any opium on board the ship?—Not on board the ship; 
it is generally sent in vessels employed for that particular trade. 

2662. To what ports did you return when you left Canton ?—Always to 
Bombay from China. 

266,3. What were your return cargoes ?—They consisted of tea, sugar, 
silk, camphor, nankeens, and a variety of other articles fit for the market of 
India. 

2664. Was tea any considerable proportion ?—No, tea is but a very small 
proportion; it is chiefly used by Europeans, and by a particular class of 
people called Parsees. 

266,5. How long were you at Canton in any one of those voyages ?— 
Generally about three or four months. 

2666. Had you the means of knowing whether the trade in which you 
engaged was profitable ?—Yes, I have no doubt it was profitable, more or less, 
at times: and as one proof of it, I used myself, not knowing any thing of 
the trade, to lend money to merchants at Bombay, who paid eight per cent. 
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for it to Canton, and the same back; and they made very largely upon it 
again, as I understood from themselves. Since I quitted India, I have 
heard that they do not succeed so well as they did ; but that was the state 
of the trade while I was there. 

9667 . How was the ship in which you were employed manned ?—En¬ 
tirely with Lascars, but with European officers. 

9668. Do you know whether any ships have been employed in the country 
trade with China that were manned by Europeans?—I know of two, but I 
think there were more. They were ships that had been bought by British 
merchants, but had been built in India; they had the privilege of going to 
China. They claimed the privilege, and went with British seamen on board. 

2669. Supposing the privilege which belongs now to an Indian-built ship 
to extend to all British ships, do you consider that advantage would accrue 
from it to the trade ?—I have very little doubt of it. It can be but matter 
of opinion; but calculating from what I saw the Americans do I think it 
must be very advantageous; for they bring goods from England and make 
a profit; and I have myself carried goods to China from India which have 
been sold with a profit there. 

9670. Supposing there were a greater competition of shipping, would 
not the expense of that trade probably be lower ?—No doubt it would. The 
freights are very heavy upon the ships that go from India to China. 

9671 . As you were three times at Canton engaged in those transactions 
of commerce, what should you say, from your opportunities of observing 
the character and habits of the people of China, as to their disposition with 
respect to intercourse with other countries and carrying on trade generally ? 
—They have a very great avidity to trade with every body they are permit¬ 
ted to trade with. The merchants of China are extremely eager to trade 
with every one that comes into the country ; more so than any people I have 
ever seen. 

9672 . Do you mean to say that they are a speculative, trading, enterprizing 
country? —Very much so; beyond any others I have seen. 

9673. As they are disposed to favour trade, and to be speculative and 
enterprizing in it, are they disposed to be accommodating, and to afford 
facilities in their intercourse?—1 think the people themselves are, in every 
possible way. The government take every opportunity of extorting duties; 
but those duties are not changed, and so long as you carry on the trade in 
the regular way appointed by them there is no sort of difficulty. Liverpool, 
which is one of the most expeditious ports for commerce in England, is not 
to be compared with Canton for its facility. In half an hour you may con¬ 
clude a sale of a whole cargo of a ship and the purchase of another, and you 
have no further trouble with it; with the Hong merchants particularly : the 
more creditable ones among them are very honest in their dealings. 

9674. You say that the government take every opportunity of extorting 
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are slack in levying duties on trade ?—Perhaps I was a little incorrect in 


i apt. Hutchinson, expression I used. While you adhere to the regulations they have made, 


you have no fear of extortion ; but if you do any thing at all illegal you are 
subject to very great extortion, and this extortion their own merchants are 
liable to if they commit any irregularity. They frequently make the Hong 
merchants pay fines for no real cause, but some pretended ones. 

2675. Had you any dealings with the Hong merchants?—Yes, I had, but 
not to any great extent. 

2676. Are there other merchants, exclusive of the Hong, with whom you 
can deal extensively ?—A great many, and some have very extensive deal¬ 
ings; indeed many of them much larger than many of the Hong merchants, 
who are in fact nothing but a name. 

2677. So that you might have sold or bought a cargo without having 
recourse to the Hong merchants beyond what was necessary for securing the 
ship ?—Precisely so; it is frequently done. 

2678. Were there many American ships at Canton at any period when 
you were there ?—Yes; many come there every year. 

2679. Had you any intercourse with the captains or the supercargoes of 
those ships ?—I saw them frequently. 

2680. Did you ever hear of any complaint of any want of facility in carry¬ 
ing on the trade in China?—No, I never heard any one complain of any 
want of facility in carrying on the trade, as long as they adhere to the regu¬ 
lations of the country. 

2681. Had you any opportunity of observing instances in which the 
Americans had to dispose of British manufactured goods in China?—There 
Were two ships arrived one season when I was there, I understood, entirely 
loaded with British manufactures. I did not see the actual disposal of them, 
but it was well known that they did dispose of them. fhey were, I believe, 
not of a very good description, and consequently they did not sell so advan¬ 
tageously as those of a better description would have done. I had some in 
my ship at the same time which sold at a good profit; they had been bought 
in India at a profit, and they were sold again in China at a profit. 
Those were British cotton manufactured goods; chiefly long-cloths and 
cambrics. I have taken woollen goods likewise. 

2682. Did you ever carry any cotton-twist to China ?—I think a small 
quantity, but that trade had not then acquired any great extent. 

2683. At what period were you last at Canton ?—I was there last in 1824. 

2684. As the Americans carry on a considerable trade with the Chinese, 
do they carry it on through the same system of agency, and with merchants 
of the same character as those who deal with the English ?—Precisely in the 


same manner. 
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268 5. And they meet with the same facility ?—Precisely. 

2686. From your observation of the Chinese, are you of opinion that if 
this trade was thrown open in the same manner as every other trade carried 
on from this country, there would be a great increase in the demand for 
British manufactures and British produce in China?—-1 think there would 
ultimately, but not immediately. There would be some increase immedi¬ 
ately ; but of course, that, like all other trades, must increase gradually. 

2687. Have they any dislike to British manufactures ?—Certainly not. 

2688. Do you think they would be induced to purchase them by the same 
considerations which prevail in every other part ot the world, namely, their 
cheapness and their excellence as compared with the cheapness and the 
excellence of light goods, either the productions of their own country or of 
other countries with which they trade?—Undoubtedly. I see them regu¬ 
lated by the same considerations as other people now, and I conceive they 
would be when the trade was open: I can see no reason why it should 
change their natures. 

2689. Should you say it is a just distinction, speaking of the Chinese 
nation, to say that the people are speculative and much disposed to foreign 
trade, although the government is professedly adverse to communication 
with foreigners?—Yes, certainly. The government may be said to be so far 
adverse to trade, that it is jealous of you, knowing what you have done in 
India, and it is apprehensive of your intrusion ; but so long as they may be 
secure that nothing else would be attempted, they are as desirous of carrying 
on the trade as tie people themselves. 

2690. Although the government professes jealousy in its intercourse with 
foreign nations, do not the servants of the government afford facility to that 
intercourse, from the consideration of the advantage they derive from it?— 
I cannot say that the government does profess any such feeling; it is be¬ 
lieved to be so, but I do not know' that they absolutely profess it. 

2691. In point of fact, are any difficulties thrown in the way of commerce 
by the servants of the government?—Certainly not: they have every desire 
for it, because they derive all their emoluments from it. Almost all offices 
in China are bought. The Hoppo at Canton buys his office at a large price, 
and if the trade were stopped he would lose his emoluments, and he would 
have no redress from the government. 

2692. Was there any interruption to the trade when you were at Canton, 
in consequence of any irregularities or difficulties ?—There was an interrup¬ 
tion occasioned by the supercargoes of the Company themselves. Some 
men had been killed by the Topaze frigate, and two men were demanded in 
lieu of them. For two years they were told that the British Government 
would be applied to. In the third year they insisted upon a decisive 
answer as to those men; they were told that they were men under the King’s 
control, over which the Company had no power, and therefore they could 
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„ive them no answer about it, and the Company s ships weie not pet mitted 
to go to Whampoa, lest they should not afterwards be permitted by the 
Chinese to quit the country. This interruption, I think, continued Li¬ 
nearly two months; and the Chinese, finding that the Factory were deter¬ 
mined not to give up the point, at last yielded, and sent a message that the 
King of England might punish those men. The trade was then opened 
again, and all went on as before. 

2693. What year was that in?—I think it was in 1822. 

2694. Are you aware of any other interruption arising out of the diffi¬ 
culties with the Chinese authorities, or with the Chinese people ?—Not while 
I was in China. 

2695. Do you know of anv interruptions that have arisen in the American 
trade ?—Not while I was in'China ; but I have heard of such an interrup¬ 
tion, on the occasion of an Italian sailor, who was on board one of their 
ships, having been supposed to have killed one of the people. 

2696. Are you aware of any difficulty or interruption that has occurred 
in the country trade ?—None' but where the ships have committed some 
irregularity, and that has been but momentary. 

2697. In that case, has the interruption been confined to the ship that has 
so offended, or has it been extended to the trade generally?—It has 
been confined to the ship that has so offended; it has generally atisen 
from some of the Lascars attempting to smuggle opium. 

2698. Has the interference of the government been confined to the ship 
that had been guilty of the offence ?—Certainly, in cases of that kind. 

2699. And the others have received no molestation ?—None at all. 

2700. Have the Americans any public officer at Canton to transact their 
business with the government?— there is an officer there who is called the 
consul, but he has no power over the ships that come there. There are 
many nominal consuls, ol different nations, in China, but they have no 
power. Many obtain these appointments as an excuse to reside, the Com¬ 
pany having the power to send away all British subjects. 

2701. Is not the consumption of tea quite general in China among the 
native population?—Quite so, so far as I have seen; but having had inter¬ 
course only with a particular portion of the empire, it is difficult to pto- 
nounce positively. 

2702. Must not the whole quantity exported from China bear a small 
proportion to the quantity that is consumed at home ?—I have always under¬ 
stood so from the Hong merchants. 

2703. Do you understand that if there was any increased demand for tea 
there would be any difficulty in supplying it ?—Certainly not. 

2704. Supposing any interruption to occur to the trade with Canton, 
from any political or other cause, do you suppose there would be any diffi- 
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culty in the Chinese trading with Sincapore?—I am not certain whe 
there would or not. If the Chinese government discovered that you ob¬ 
tained tea by that means, it is possible that they might prevent such vessels 
o-oing as would bring you a sufficient quantity; but I cannot speak with any 
certainty, not knowing what their regulations are with regard to their own 

trade. , , . 

2705. Have you ever been at Sincapore?—I have been there three 

times. . . . ,. . 

2706 Are there any considerable number of Chinese junks resoi ting to 
that settlement?—I have not seen many myself, but I have always under¬ 
stood that six or seven go there in a year, and sometimes moi e. 

2707. Supposing the Chinese were to put a stop to the export of teas 
altogether, are you of opinion that the prohibition would be effectually ei - 
forced, so as to prevent its being sent to Sincapore ?—I think is is extremely 
probable that they would be enabled still to bring it to Sincapore, but I am 

not certain. . ,. „ . , 

2708 What do you apprehend would be the effect in China of a total 
prohibition of the export of tea?—It would be difficult to say. I he Chi¬ 
nese government feel themselves to be a very rotten sort of government; 
they know that the people are ready to revolt in many of their provinces, 
and they would therefore be very cautious how they gave any cause of dis¬ 
content^ any part of their empire; but whether they are particularly 
afraid of that part of it situated near Canton I cannot tell. There are some 
of the provinces where they are much more inclined to revolt and to resist¬ 
ance than in that, particularly the province of Clnchoo. 

2709. You are aware that tea can be exported from other ports of China 
besides Canton in Chinese junks ?—Yes, because it is brought to Smcapoie 
from other parts. 

2710. Is it brought from the tea provinces ?—It is brought by canals to 
the coast, and then put on board the junks, who bring it to Sincapore. 

2711. Are the junks that come to Sincapore with tea loaded at Canton, 
or at ports nearer to the growth of the tea ?—At ports nearer to the growth 
of the tea, I believe; I know they are not loaded at Canton. 

2712. Had you any opportunity of ascertaining that the tea exported to 
Sincapore is of a good quality ?—I believe not, because a good quality'is not 
wanted. It is for the use of the Chinese there, who are of a veiy low de¬ 
scription, and who therefore require only very cheap tea. 

2713. Do you think the Chinese government could more effectually pre¬ 
vent the exportation of tea than it does the importation of opium ?—1 erhaps 
it might more effectually, because tea is a more bulky article. 

2714. From all its ports?—From all its ports, in the same proportion as 

to the two articles, of course. 2715. Is 
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illegal trade or a permitted trade ?—It is a permitted trade, I believe. 

2716 . Do you know whether the duty paid upon the exportation of tea 
in a Chinese vessel is lower than it is upon the like article exported in 
a foreign vessel ?—I am not aware whether it is or not. 

2717 . Is not Sincapore too new a settlement for you to be able yet to 
form an opinion of what effect that step may have upon the trade of China ? 
—Yes, I suppose it may be. 

2718 . Do you know, of your own knowledge, where the tea sent to Sin¬ 
capore is shipped from in China?—No, I do not; I only know it is not 
shipped at Canton. 

2719 . Is it not shipped from ports nearer to the growth of the tea ?— So I 
have always understood; of course I have no positive knowledge. 

2720 . Can you state what the relative prices of tea, of the same quality, 
at Sincapore and at Canton are?—No, I cannot, never having inquired. 

2721 . Have you heard, whether, upon the whole, it is cheaper or dearer 
at Sincapore?—I cannot say. It would, of course, be dearer than the same 
tea bought by the Chinese at Canton not exported and paying no duty. 

2722. Do you happen to know whether the Chinese government exact the 
same measurement duty and the same dues from their own junks as they do 
upon foreign shipping?-—I do not know. I should suppose not, ho in their 
desire to impose upon foreigners as much as they can. 

2723 . Then, of course, they could navigate much cheaper in those junks 
than the foreign ships could navigate ?—I should suppose so. 

2721 i. Is it not the case that those ships frequently do clear out for one 
port with an intention to go to another if the market suits them ? -I con¬ 
ceive they would have no difficulty in going where they pleased, the Chinese 
government having no means of knowing where they went to after quitting 
the country. 

2725 . What do they take back from Sincapore to China ?—They take back 
tin, rattans, and betel-nut, if it can be obtained. 

2726 . Any British manufactures ?—I dare say they do. 

2727. Have you a personal knowledge of this trade by junks?—\es; 1 
have seen the junks at Sincapore. 

2728 . Are you aware whether the exportation of tea in native vessels 
is prohibited by an edict of the Emperor of China?—No I stated that, as 
far as I knew, it was perfectly legal. I never heard that it was contrary to 
their laws. 

2729* Is not tea exported from China to every part of the Eastern Archi¬ 
pelago in considerable quantities, for the consumption of those countries ?— 
I have always understood so. 

2730. If the trade be an illegal trade from China to Sincapore, would it 
' not 
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not follow that it must be without any export duties ?—Of course there 
would be no charges but fees to the Mandarins, who will always allow them¬ 
selves to be bribed. 

2731. But, to the best of your belief, it is a legal trade ?—I believe so. 

2732. Can other parties procure teas of equal quality at Canton with the 
teas purchased by the East-lndia Company ?—The tea required for the Indian 
market is generally of a superior description to that brought to England, and 
is obtained very readily ; but, of course, the quantity of it is not so great. I 
have no doubt that any quantity of tea of any quality might be obtained by 
making engagements for it the year previous. 

2733. When you say that the quantity is not so great, is the reason of 
the quantity being so small that the demand in India is more limited, or that 
a supply in China could not be obtained ?—Entirely because the demand is 
limited. 

2734. Are you then of opinion, that the India Company, if they chose to 
contract for it beforehand, and to stipulate for it, could procure a better qua¬ 
lity of tea than they now habitually import ?—I have always understood so 
from the Hong merchants and the Chinese: but those finer kinds of tea, 
either from the depraved tastes of the English, or some other cause, are not 
relished in this country. 

2735. Does any quantity of that very fine tea come here ?—Yes ; there is 
some proportion of it comes here. 

2736. Are you speaking of green or black tea?—Black tea. 

2737. Do you know any thing of the tea that comes by land through 
Itussia ?—I know nothing of it but from report. I have always understood 
that it is of a very superior quality to that obtained in this country. 

2738. Are the teas you mentioned as being carried to India known by any 
particular name in this country ?—’Yes; Pahoe or Pekoe is the finest of 
their teas 5 and Pouchong is another, it is a very delicate tea, wrapt up in 
papers. 

2739. Have you ever heard at Canton that the Company procure the best 
teas for the English consumption, in consequence of paying a higher price 
than the private-traders ?—They have no rivals in the English market, there¬ 
fore, of course, they obtain what teas they please. 

2740. Have not they rivals in the Americans and other traders ?—Tes, but 
the Americans chiefly take the green tea. I think perhaps they may obtain 
better tea than the Americans, by making engagements for the tea the year 
previous, and paying a larger price. 

2741. Do you think the Company procure their teas at the cheapest price 
at which that quality of tea could be procured ?—No. I have always under¬ 
stood that they pay more for it than the same quality would be paid for by 
the private merchant. Sometimes, when I have wished to purchase tea of 
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9 March 1830. the Hong merchants, they told me they must wait till their teas had been 

- examined by the Company, and chosen, and then that they would sell 

Capt. Hutchinson. me w j iat remained. They always look upon their trade with the Company 
as their greatest advantage. 

2742. Is not the largest dealer likely to be the best supplied with tea, and 
to buy it at the cheapest rate ?—I do not think he buys at the cheapest rate, 
but he will be the best supplied. 

2743. Having the greatest command of the market, will he not be able 
to deal upon better terms ?—He could if he tried, but the Company does 
not try. 

2744. Why do not they try?—I do not know: it may not be their 
interest. 

2745. With respect to that very fine quality of tea, do you know what 
would be the price of that as compared with the best sort of black teas that 
come here ?—It is almost at any price ; I have heard of it being as much as 
four or five dollars in China. 

2746. Do you know the prices which the Company pay for their teas ?—I 
do not know tne prices. 

2747. How do you know that they pay higher prices than individuals?— 
Because, though 1 cannot state the prices now, I heard them at the time, and 
they appeared to me to be higher. 

2748. Might not the quality compensate for the price ?—I do not think 
it did. 

2749. Why not?—Because it was not as good. 

2750. Did you examine it ?—Yes; I have seen the teas myself. 

2751. Was the tea offered to you, tea that had been rejected by the Com¬ 
pany ?—Yes. 

2752. You have stated that the consumption of India is the very finest 
quality of black tea?—Not the very finest, but superior to that generally 
brought to England. 

2753. Did you pay a higher or a lower price than the Company ?—I sup¬ 
pose that I paid a higher price than the Company, because the tea was very 
superior to that generally bought by them. 

2754. When you bought tea which you supposed to be of equal quality, 
did you pay a higher or a lower price than the Company ?—I imagine that I 
bought it upon better terms than they did. 

2755. Why should the Company pay a higher price than they could obtain 
the article for ?—I can hardly say. I suppose it must be from want of suffi¬ 
cient diligence in their servants. 

2756 Is it considered to be a very profitable thing for one of the Hong to 

have 
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have a share in the Company’s trade ?—They look upon it as one of their 
chief profits, 

2757. Is the value of that share known ?—The precise value is not known, 
but it is always considered more desirable to obtain than that of any other 
dealer. 

2758. May not that be on account either of the great demand of the 
Company, or of their giving a better price?—I have understood that it 
was on account of the better price as well as on account of the greater 
quantity. 

2759. Are you speaking of black or green tea?—Of both; but in com¬ 
paring the prices given by the Company and by private merchants, I am 
speaking of black tea chiefly. 

2760. Is not the consumption of tea in India confined to green tea ?— 
—At Calcutta it is, but at Bombay the consumption is almost entirely of 
black. 

2761. Did you ever hear that the value of a share in the supply of black 
tea to the India Company by the Hong merchants was considered 40,000 
dollars?—I never understood what it precisely was; I always understood it 
was considered by them as a bonus beyond what they could get f rom any 
private trader. 

2162. Supposing that an edict on the part of the Chinese government 
could be produced, prohibiting the exportation of tea from all parts of that 
empire excepting Canton, would you not consider that as a stiong demon¬ 
stration of the anti-commercial spirit of the Chinese government?—I should 
consider it as a government not having very enlightened views of com¬ 
merce; but it might be to guard themselves against smuggling from a great 
number of ports. 

2763. You have stated, that you, as an individual, could purchase tea at a 
cheaper rate of the same quality as the East-India Company, do you attribute 
that to your paying money instead of paying part in goods, or to any other 
cause ?—I can hardly say to what cause to attribute it; I only say that it 
exists. 

2764. Do you know the fact, that an individual pays in dollars, and that 
the Company pays partly in goods?—I know that if you pay in dollars you 
can buy upon far better terms. 

2765. Do not the Hong merchants, when they have obtained a share of 
the Company’s trade, pay a considerable sum to the Hoppo in consideration 
of that share ?—I do not know. 

2766. Do you know, when you yourself transacted business, whether any 
thing was paid by the Hong to the Hoppo on account of that business? 1 
■do not know. 

2767. Are there any goods that are reckoned prohibited goods in China 
exported by the country ships?—A large quantity in almost every ship. 
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9 March 1830. They chiefly consist of cassia and a coarser kind of silk, upon which the 
duties are too heavy to be taken in the regular way; they are therefore 
Lopt. Hntmimon. bargained for with the outside merchants, to be smuggled on board the ship, 
and it is done with as great facility as the regular trade, the Mandarins beinc 
all feed and permitting it, 

2768 . Did you ever know any interruption to this irregular trade ?—None 
whatever; it is as easily carried on as the regular trade." 

2769. Did you ever export silver from China ?—I have taken it, but that 
has been regularly shipped : that is, I had a chop for it. 

2770. Is a large portion of the assorted cargoes exported from China, 
articles prohibited or subject to such duties that they are generally smuggled ? 
—Yes. 

2771 . And that with the knowledge and connivance of the Mandarins ?— 
Certainly. There is an island near Whampoa called French Island, where 
those smugglers live. Goods intended to be smuggled are sent to French 
Island, and yon receive notice the night before at what hour the cargo will 
be brought. The Mandarins then surround the ship, and wait for the 
smuggling boat: when it comes alongside they send a man in a canoe to 
count the packages, that no more maybe brought to the ship than they 
have received their fee for. In fact, their whole government is one system 
of corruption from top to bottom. 

2772 . Do not you think that the facilities they afford to smuggling arise 
from an anxious desire to extend their foreign commerce ?—-Certainly, in 
the people ; not in the government, of course. 

277 S. In the officers of the government, do you attribute it to a desire to 
obtain a suitable remuneration in return for the sum of money they have 
given for their offices ?—Certainly. 

2774. It being notorious that all those offices are paid for?—So I have 
always been told. 

2775 . Do you happen to know what is the freight paid at Canton for the 
tonnage allowed to the officers in the Company’s regular service ?—It has 
throughout the different years I have known it varied from £45 to £60 per 
ton in the regular Indiamen. 

2776 . Is that the price at which they can let out a ton of their privilege 
from Canton to England ?—Certainly. I know it, because when I was medi¬ 
tating my return to Europe, I was desirous of sending things by means of 
the Indiamen, and I did not think proper to do it on account of the tonnage 
being so high. The captains of the ships generally purchased this tonnage, 
and sometimes private merchants at Canton, for the purpose of making a 
remittance to England. 

2777 . Did you ever know any difficulty in procuring silk, or any other 
article of China produce, to any extent that was requisite for the demand of 
the foreign market ?«~I believe sometimes there may have been a scarcity 

of 
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of silk, but never to any great extent. With previous notice there certainly 
would be none, from what I have always understood. 

2778 . Do you think if there was a year’s previous notice of any increase 
of demand for tea, say one-third more than is now required, there would be 
any difficulty in obtaining it?—I should imagine not, from what I have 
always understood from the Hong merchants themselves. 

2779. When the freight from Canton to England was from £45 to £60 
per ton, what was the freight from Canton to Bombay ?—The trade is gene¬ 
rally regulated not by the ton but by packages in the country ships; there¬ 
fore I am not prepared precisely to say what it might have amounted to per 
ton, but I should imagine from £10 to £12 at the very least. 

2780 . Would that be a profitable freight?—Certainly. 

2781 . Do you know what the freight was on board the American ships 
from Canton to Boston?—-I do not. 

2782 . Does it consist with your knowledge that there have been any teas 
exported from Sincapore to other parts of the world ?—I do not know. 

2783 . You have stated that you have known of British ships manned with 
British seamen having made a voyage to Canton from India: can you state 
their names and the names of the captains ?—I know of two, certainly ; and 
I think there was a third. One of them was the Partridge, and the other 
was the Hannah. The captain of the Partridge I do not recollect: the 
captain of the Hannah was named Haythorn. They were between 400 and 
500 tons. 

2784 . Do you know whether the trade of other nations with China derives 
any assistance from the Company’s Factory there?—Not in the least, I should 
suppose, 

2785 . They do not interfere either to protect or impede them ?—Not in 
the least. 

2786 . Therefore, whatever is the state of the foreign trade with China, it 
grows out of their own arrangements, or the facilities afforded by the Chinese 
government ?—Entirely. 

2787. Did you ever have any opportunity of applying to the Factory 
yourself for any assistance or facilities ?— I never had. I have known that 
other people would have been desirous of obtaining their assistance, but did 
not apply, knowing that the Company’s agents would not mix themselves up 
with any other business than their own. There have been several instances 
where Hong merchants have failed, and the persons to whom they owed 
money not being paid their dividends at the times appointed have made 
applications themselves to the Hoppo at Canton. They collected a number 
of their friends, and sat themselves down at the city gates for two or three 
days together, till they obtained an answer. 

2788. Notwithstanding those occasional difficulties, you have stated that 
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the trade with China is carried on with more facility than any country with 
which you are acquainted ?—I think so. 

2789. What is the freight at present from Bengal or Bombay to England ? 
—I had a letter lately from a gentleman at Bombay, who stated that it was 
£2 a ton, and not obtainable at that. 

2790. Supposing the freight from Canton to Bombay to be £10 and from 
Bombay to England £2, the same goods that are now charged at £45 to £60 
might arrive by this circuitous trade at the rate of £12?—No doubt. But 
I imagine that the freight of the country ships themselves is now very much 
reduced; because by the same letter of information before alluded to, I 
understood that the country ships were going on in a much less prosperous 
way than when I was there. 

2791. When you were in the command of a ship, had you a supercargo, 
or did you manage the transactions of trade yourself at Canton ?—There was 
a supercargo at Canton corresponding with the owners at Bombay, sometimes 
he went in the ship. 

2792. Do you know what commission he received for the transaction of 
the business?—1 do not exactly know ; he was a native merchant, and their 
commission is much less than that of Europeans. 

2795. Was he Chinese ?—No, he was a Parsee, a native of Bombay. 

2794. You have stated, that you believe the country trade to be in not so 
prosperous state as it was; can you assign any reasons for that diminution 
of prosperity ?—1 cannot assign any reason but one, that the chief article of 
export from India is cotton, and the Chinese now grow a greater quantity 
of cotton than they did formerly, and consequently their demand for that is 
not so great: a less price is also obtained for it. 

2795. You have stated your anticipation of an increase of demand for 
English manufactures in the event of the trade being thrown open, should 
you continue of that opinion if you were informed that the Company already 
exerts itself without much success to stimulate the consumption of British 
manufactures?—I should continue of the same opinion, because I think 
private merchants would carry on their trade in a more economical way than 
the Company do, and therefore they would carry their goods there cheaper. 

2796. Are you of opinion, from your observation, that the Company do 
exert themselves to the utmost of their power?—I take it for granted, from 
hearing it now asserted, but I do not know that it is so. 

2797’ You stated that you conceive there would be no difficulty in obtain¬ 
ing additional quantities of tea, do you mean black tea or green tea, or 
both ?—Both ; but the black more easily than the green, because the use of 
green is entirely confined to Europeans and Americans; consequently it 
would take some time to extend the plantations from which it is brought. 
Black tea is used throughout the Chinese empire, and what we consume of 

it 
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it is so small a proportion that I have no doubt a much larger supply of it 9 'March 1830. 
might be obtained immediately. Capt. Hutchinson. 

2798. Do you think that an increase of quantity might be obtained with¬ 
out any increase of price ?—I think it probable that at first the Chinese would 
demand a greater price for tea, but that would soon find its level, as a larger 
price could not be given with advantage, and of course, like all other things, 
tea would become reasonable again. 

2799 . Do you think the quality of the tea would be affected by the larger 
demand ?—I suppose it might be, but the same proportion of good and bad 
tea would come, I dare say. 

2800. Do you think as great a quantity of good tea would be procured ? , 

—I should think it could. 

2801. You stated that you thought if twelve months’ notice were given any 
quantity of tea might be obtained; are you aware how long it is necessary 
that the tea-plant should be planted before it produces the leaf ?—No. But 
my reason for supposing that you could obtain any additional quantity is, 
that our consumption compared with that of the whole empire of China is so 
small, that I have no doubt there is sufficient tea grown without planting 
any more. 

2802. Do you know that as a fact ?—No, I have heard it from the Hong 
merchants. 

2803. Have you ever heard any estimate of the proportion which the 
quantity of tea exported bore to the quantity consumed at home ?—The 
Chinese are so ignorant of the state of their own country, that they would 
have no means of making such an estimation, and no European could, of 
course. 

2804. —Is not it true that tea is the general beverage of all the population 

of China.—Certainly. 6 

2805. Did you happen to hear whether the ^British manufactures found 
their way into the interior of China, or whether they were confined to the 
districts adjacent to Canton ?—They find their way into the interior, so far 
as the carriage of them will allow without rendering them too dear. Ihey 
are very desirous of obtaining them, I understand, in all parts of China, 
particularly in many northern districts where they require the woollens for 
warm clothing. 

2806. When the importation of British goods has been much increased 
has there been any difficulty in disposing of those goods ?—I have not been 
at Canton when such a difficulty has occurred ; but do doubt it would occur, 
if there was a great influx of goods beyond what was required. 

2807. You say that tea rejected by the Company has been offered to you; 
have you ever purchased any of their rejected teas?—Yes, I think I have. 

It has been so far rejected by them, that it has been offered to them, but 
perhaps not examined, not being required. 

2808» Was 
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j.) March 1830. 2808. Was the price asked of you the same that had been asked of the 

-— East-India Company ? I understood that I was asked less. I always under- 
Capt. Hutchinson, stood from the Hong merchants that they expect to get a better price for 
their tea of the same quality from the Company than from any private mer¬ 
chant. 

2809- You stated that a private merchant could buy tea cheaper and better 
than the Company’s servants buy it; what reason do you assign for that ?~~ 
It would be difficult to assign any reason j I can only state the fact as I have 
understood it. 

2810. Are you aware that a proportion of the price of the tea is paid by 
the Company in articles of British manufacture, and that other traders pay 
ready money for it ?—No; other merchants sometimes exchange articles of 
merchandize for their tea, as well as the Company. 

2811. Does not the difference in price depend, in some measure, upon the 
thing given in exchange ?—It depends so far as this, that if you pay entirely 
for it in money, you will get it cheaper and better. 

2812. You stated that you had seen numbers of junks arrive at Sincapore, 
bringing tea and other goods from China: do you consider those junks to be 
sea-worthy ?—Perfectly so. 

2813. Have you ever heard of any great losses among those ships ?—They 
are sometimes lost in the typhones in the Chinese seas, in which any ship 
may be lost. I should think them more liable to be lost than an European- 
built ship : they are of very rude and primitive construction. 

2814. Do you consider them equally safe and commodious for carrying 
tea as other ships?—Taking the seasons as they do, and sailing only in the 
proper monsoons, I see no danger in their vessels; but, as general sea-boats, 
they are not to be compared to European ships. 

2815. You stated, that If you had dollars you could make a better bargain 
for the teas than if you had goods ; from that it is presumed, there is not a 
very ready sale for goods?—I never found any difficulty in disposing of 
goods, but at the same time I found much greater advantage in having 
dollars. I think that would be found in any other country. The merchant 
can do as he pleases with the money, but he can only do one thing with the 
article of commerce. 

2816. If the goods are desirable in the market, must they not be as 
valuable as money ?—I cannot decide the point. I can only say, that it 
appears not to be the case with the Chinese. If he have the money he can 
buy goods or not, as he pleases, but if he have the goods he can only do 
one thing with them, 

2817- You say that you have sold in China British cotton manufactures 
which you have bought in India, is that trade carried on to any great 
extent?—No; it would sometimes be a losing trade. It has been done 
when cotton goods were selling at no great profit in India. 

2818. Have 


WNISTff^ 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 279 

2818. Have you known it frequently done?—No; because generally 
goods in India sell to great advantage. They could not generally be earned 
to China unless they went there direct. 

2819. Do you think that if there were an open trade the Chinese would 
consume British cotton manufactures to any great extent?—The Chinese 
admitting them only at one port, of course the consumption could not be 
extended so far as if they were admitted to other ports, but as far as they 
could be carried with advantage, the Chinese would be glad to buy them 
and use them. 

2820. Could not cotton goods be smuggled with advantage to other 
ports ?—There was a difficulty in smuggling at other ports when I was in 
China, but some ships with opium succeeded to a certain extent. Since I 
left that country, 1 understand that they have smuggled to a larger amount, 
and I suppose other goods as well as opium. 

2821. Do you think that the smuggling could be carried on with the 
same ease at those other ports as at Canton ? -"T should think not, because 
at Canton it is systematised. 

2822. Did you carry a cargo of glass bottles to Bombay ?—I did. 

2823. Was it a new object of commerce upon that occasion ?—Not 
entirely new; but it was so far new, that it was with great difficulty I 
persuaded the agent at Calcutta to put them into the ship. 

2824. What was the result of it ?—It was very profitable. 

2825. Did you find any difficulty in selling them ?—No ; I wrote to the 
merchants at Bombay, and they had sold them before I arrived. 

2826. What induced you to try the experiment ?—Because I had 

information from Bombay that bottles were very scarce there, and they 
were extremely cheap at Calcutta. & 

2827. Do you conceive that other articles of British produce might, in 
the same way, be exported beneficially to the China market, by watching 
the wants of the Chinese and the prices ?—If a free intercourse was allowed 
with China direct from England, I suppose there would be always a sufficient 
supply of goods in the former country not to require any from India, and 
therefore the advantage which has existed heretofore of taking goods to 
China from India, when they were cheaper there, would cease. 

2828. You stated that at the time of the men being killed by the Topaze 
frigate the Company’s trade was stopped for a certain time ; and you also 
stated that, in the event of such an occurrence happening with a country 
ship, the trade would only be stopped so far as that ship was concerned ?— 
Unless a man was killed, then I think the whole trade would be stopped. 

282Q. Do the vessels which take out cotton and other articles from India 
to China return with full cargoes from China to India ?—Always, I believe. 
There may happen instances when they do not, but I have always known 

them 
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i) March 1830. them to go full: and no doubt a great trade might be carried on by British 

- ships in the same way; they would do it much more economically than the 

Capt. Hutchinson, country ships. 

2830. When you made a voyage from India to Canton, did the licence 
which you obtained give you the power of touching at any ports which are 
not intermediate between the port in India and Canton ?—I suppose so. 

2831. Should you have considered yourself as empowered by the licence 
you obtained in India to bring tea from Canton in the country trade, and 
to have carried that tea to a port which was not intermediate between the 
two places, such as Mauritius, for example?—If it was out of the direct 
course I should not have gone there. 

2832. In case of the interruption of the trade, would it require a very 
large number of junks to bring tea enough to Sincapore for the supply of 
Europe?—A much larger number than now come, and it could not be 
immediately done. The junks are large vessels, but as it now takes twenty 
to twenty-three Indiamen, of 1200 to 1300 tons each, to bring us tea every 
year, and as only six or seven junks visit Sincapore yearly, their number 
must be much increased before they could bring sufficient tea in case the 
trade with China was interrupted. I do not, however, myself think any such 
interruption is to be apprehended, as I have always understood the Chinese 
government is as anxious to obtain the duties levied upon the tea there as 
ours is to obtain the duty upon it here. 

2833. What number of junks have you ever seen at one time in the 
Canton river?—I think I have never seen more than two of the large size, 
but the smaller ones are innumerable. 

2834. Do not you think that the number of junks that are constantly in 
the Canton river at all periods of the year would afford tonnage sufficient 
to supply Great Britain w#h tea for one whole season, at any time ?—I have 
no doubt, if they were permitted to go, but I have some doubt whether 
they would be permitted to go with tea ; their object would be suspected. 

Mr. CHARLES EVERETT called in, and examined. 

Mr. C. Everett. 2835. You are a commission merchant ?—I am an American commission 
merchant. 

2836. You have been engaged for eleven years, since the year 1818, in 
purchasing goods for the China market, on account of American merchants? 
—I have. 

2837. How have those goods been principally shipped to Canton ?—-They 
have been principally shipped by American vessels direct to China. 

2838. Direct from London, or to the United States, and there re-shipped? 
-^•Principally direct. Some few have been sent to the United States. 

2839. Have you not had in your hands a very considerable portion of the 
American trade in woollens toChina from this country ?—I have. 

2840. Were 
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2340. Were you one of the first agents employed in England in this 0 March 1830. 

business ?—I was. Mr. C. Everett. 

2841. In what manner had the Americans formerly made their remittances 
to China ?—Principally in specie and opium, from the United States and 
elsewhere. 

2842. Have you with you a statement of your annual purchases of 
woollen and cotton goods ?—I have an abstract, marked (A), of all the 
shipments I have made from the year 1818 to January 1829, and a table 
marked (B). 

[The witness delivered in the same, which are as follows ;] 


(A.) 

ABSTRACT of SHIPMENTS, from 1818 to 1829- 


Ophelia: 

July 1818 ... 

Roxana: 

Sept. 1818 ... 

Augusta: 

July 1819 ... 


Ophelia: 

Dec. 1819 ... 


Rob t. Edwards: 
March 1820. 


Canton Packet: 
May 1820 ... 


Packages. Canton: 

9 58 pieces cloths , 

Boston: 

29 pieces cloths, 


68 

Gibraltar and Canton: 
1,344 pieces bombazetts .... 


3,662 

5 

6 

1 

20 — camlets . 


144 

2 

0 

75 

1,500 — long ells . 


4,607 1 4 

0 

33 



1,718 

5 

0 

8 

Canton: 

80 pieces camlet. 


585 

3 

'9 

264 

1,824 — cloths . 


15,170 

4 

8 

10 

200 *— long ells . 


561 

0 

0 

286 

Canton: 

2,867 pieces camlets. 


0 

5 

50 

1,000 — bombazetts.... 


1,641 

15 

8 

141 

2,820 long ells. 

786 — cloths .. 


7,865 

8 

2 

150 


6,518 19 

7 

2 

100 — cottons.. 


191 

5 

2 

100 

Gibraltar and Canton: 
1,000 pieces camlets.. 


7,042 

8 

8 

205 

4,100 — bombazetts.... 


9,139 

6 

6 

6 

24 — cloths .. 


208 15 

10 

9 

180 — long ells . 


505 

6 

10 

80' 

1,388 — cottons. 


2,492 

5 

0 



36,788 9 0 


£. s. d. 


1,809 7 2 


26,448 14 11 


19,388 2 10 


2 N 
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Houqua: 

July 1820 ... 


Augusta: 

Nov. 1820... 


Cordelia: 

Jan. 1821 ... 


Nautilus: 
April 1821 


Ophelia: 

Aug. 1821 ... 


Clarissa: 
March 1822 . 


Canton Packet: 
Sept. 1822... 

Levant: 

March 1823. 


<SL 


Packages. 

180 

Canton : 

3,600 pieces bombazetts 


8,333 2 

8 

84 

839 — camlets . 


5,486 14 10 

54 

1,080 *— long ells ... 


3,074 18 

2 

117 

702 —• cloths . 


5,330 18 

4 

20 

2,000 — cottons. 


1,378 13 

9 

20 

Canton: 

670 pieces cottons. 

.£ 

1,766 6 

5 

554 

4,540 — camlets. 


30,277 9 

2 

130 

2,700 — bombazetts 


5,927 10 

7 

330 

1,982 — cloths . 


17,169 13 

6 

74 

1,480 — long ells ... 


4,159 17 

8 

20 

sundries .... 


557 7 

5 

305 

Canton: 

7,235 pieces cottons .. 

. £ 

8,156 7 

8 

23 

238 — camlets .... 


868 7 

5 

113 

Canton : 

1,125 pieces camlets.,,.*. 


2 

130 

2,600 — bombazetts 


7,084 17 

1 

177 

3,540 — long ells .... 


9,394 17 

6 

552 

3,570 — cloths .. 


33,927 16 

4 

227 

6,800 — cottons.. 


7,967 2 

1 

32 

sundries •••»».. 


1,741 6 

2 

169 

Canton : 

5,836 pieces cottons....... 


8,836 19 

7 

20 

400 — bombazetts . 


1,090 18 

5 

5 

1(X) — long ells 


321 14 

2 

150 

1,500 — camlets .. 


9,959 17 

6 

50 

sundries... . . . 


3,023 0 

0 

172 

Batavia : 

8,590 pieces cottons . 

. £ 

8,154 17 

1 

26 

240 — cloths ........ 


1,770 9 

6 

20 

400 — long ells ..... 


957 1 

6 

32 

sundries ..... 


2,469 9 

4 

230 

Canton : 

2,300 pieces camlets . 




50 

500 pieces camlets . 


2,972 12 

8 

240 

4,800 — long ells .... 


8,209 3 

3 

48 

2,730 — cottons .. 


5,705 3 

0 

76 

586 — cloths ........ 


5,459 6 10 

40 

sundries . 


2,089 19 

2 


i£. Si (/• 


139,639 4 4 


190,190 16 1 


28,468 2 5 


24,436 4 11 
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Augusta: 

May 1823.... 


London Packet: 
July 1823 ... 


Via Liverpool... 


Duxburv: 

Feb. i824 ... 

Houqua: 

Aug. 1824 ... 


Nautilus: 

Dec. 1824 ... 


London Packet: 
Feb. 1825 ... 

Via Liverpool: 
April 1825... 

Ocean: 

May 1825 ... 

Houqua: 

Feb. 1826 ... 


Nautilus: 
March 1826. 


Packages, 

291 

207 

89 

138 


50 

10 

28 

40 


25 


392 

186 

40 
391 

41 


150 

404 

110 

559 

177 


10 

81 

25 


23,250 pieces cottons....£21,499 13 0 

3,660 — long ells .. 7>440 9 0 

400 — camlets. 2,430 11 8 

2,640 — cloths. 20,521 0 11 

sundries. 1,212 10 6 


Canton: 

5,820 pieces long ells .. £ 12,413 7 0 

1,770 — cloths.. 9,352 12 6 

5,284 — cottons. 7>485 16 8 

100 tons iron.. 1,181 14 4 

sundries... 5,637 15 2 


Boston: 

1,000 pieces long ells .£ 2,244 9 5 

100 — camlets ........... 561 11 4 

sundries.... 3,612 4 10 

400 pieces camlets. 2,122 5 2 


Boston: 

1,148 pieces camlets. 


Canton: 

1,500 pieces camlets.. £ 8,726 

2,840 •— cloths ............ 23,149 

2,200 long ells. 4,224 

28,662 — cottons ........... 28,085 

sundries. 7>061 


Boston: 

900 pieces cottons . 
Boston: 

6,583 pieces cottons. 


3 
2 

4 

18 

12 


Boston: 

500 pieces long ells 
Manilla: 


379 

28,087 pieces cottons. 


2 

20 

220 — 

cloths .. 

... 2,059 17 

2 

5 

100 — ■ 

long ells ...... 


0 

5 

50 — 

camlets. 


0 

2 

50 — 

bombazetts ... 

145 9 

2 

17 

sundries. 

Canton: 



206 

2,060 pieces 

camlets. 


0 

363 

2,208 — 

cloths ... 


6 

448 

20,890 — 

cottons.. 

... 23,192 1 

4 

90 

1,800 — 

bombazetts... 


6 

75 

sundries 



2 


£. s. d. 


d ,i a d* 


36,071 5 8 


6,540 10 9 


67,048 1 4 


1,329 17 10 


53,104 5 1 


71,247 0 10 


443 0 0 


5,918 2 2 


1,047 11 0 


125,681 3 9 


27,114 3 4 


77,365 11 6 


2 N 2 


7,408 13 2 


About £80,000 
value of the 
cargoes of the 
Nautilus and 
H ouqua were 
■purchased in 

1825, and the 
shipment de¬ 
layed until 

1826. 
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Milo: 

Packages. 

Canton: 

£. s. d. 

£. s. d. 

July 1826 ... 

483 

3,020 pieces cloths £20,699 2 2 




100 

2,000 — long ells ......... 3,941 10 6 




40 

4,000 — cottons.1,290 4 9 






25,930 17 5 


Danube: 


Canton: 



Aug. 1826. ... 

558 

3,588 pieces cloths ..£23,881 8 6 




20 

200 — camlets .* 1,200 0 0 




289 

12,528 — cottons.. 9,543 18 1 




25 

sundries.... 3,209 14 3 






37,835 0 10 





--- __ 

168,945 13 1 

Milo: 


Canton: 



Aug. 1827 

204 

11,258 pieces cottons.£11,990 8 1 




50 

500 — camlets.* 4,333 12 2 




84 

508 cloths .... 3.2IQ Hi 11 




13 

sundries. 1,441 18 4 






20,985 15 6 


Houqua: 


Canton: 



Sept. 1827... 

399 

32,690 pieces cottons......£17,629 8 1 




70 

700 — camlets.. 3,802 19 10 




16 

sundries. 3,278 12 8 






24,711 0 7 






45,696 16 1 

Dorchester: 


Boston : 



Feb. 1828 ... 

7 

Sundries..... 

2,025 8 0 


Augusta: 


Canton: 



April 1828... 

140 

7,000 pieces cottons.* £ 7*116 17 2 




120 

1,200 — camlets.. 6,376 2 6 




24 

sundries .. 2,697 19 2 






16,190 18 10 


Nautilus: 


Canton: 



July 1828 ... 

150 

1,500 pieces camlets.£ 7*808 2 6 




196 

1,300 — cloths.. 10,835 4 0 




45 

900 —• bombazetts...... 1,838 17 6 




100 

2,000 — long ells. 3,347 6 6 




142 

10,095 — cottons. 6,414 2 11 




92 







33,265 4 11 






51,481 11 9 


14,392 

Packages. 


762,118 4 1 


London, March 6th, 1830, 


Charles Everett. 
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(B.) 

TABLE showing the Quantities of each Article and Amount Shipped. 


DATE. 

CLOTHS 

CAMLETS : 

LONG ELLS : 

COTTONS ; 

SUNDRIES ! 


TOTAL. 


Pieces. 

Amount. 

Pieces. 

Amount, 

Pieces, 

Amount. 

Pieces. 

Amount. 

Amount. 






£. 

s . 

d. 

- 

£. 

s. 

i 

d. | 


£. 

s» 

d . 


£. 

S' 

d' 

£. 

s* 

d' 

£. 

s. 

d. 

1818 .... 

87 

1,809 

7 

2 


... 

, 


.... 

... 



.... 

t * * 

* 



* 


1,809 

7 

2 

1819 .... 

i 

2,024 

16,888 

9 

8 

100 

729 

5 

9 

1,700 

5,168 

14 

0 

.... 


• 


3,662 

5 

6 

26,448 

14 11 

1820 . ... 

3,494 

29,228 

7 

3 

9,246 

63,377 

13 

1 

5,560 

15,605 

10 

10 

4,158 1 

5,828 

10 

4 

25,599 

2 

10 

139,639 

4 

4 

1821 .... 

3,570 

33,927 

16 

4 

2,863 

18,645 

17 

1 

3,640 

9,716 

11 

8 

19,871 

24,960 

9 

4 

12,940 

1 

8 

100,190 

16 

1 

1822 .. .. 

240 

1,770 

9 

6 

2,300 

15,116 

5 

O 

400 

957 

1 

6 

8,590 

8,154 

17 

1 

2,469 

9 

4 

28,468 

2 

5 

1823 .... 

2,356 

14,811 

19 

4 

1,000 

5,656 

9 

2 

111,620 

22,866 

19 

8 

9,010 

13,190 

19 

8 

| 10,421 

13 

6 

67,047 

0 

4 

1824 .... 

5,480 

43,670 

3 

0 

3,048 

! 12,486 

12 

6 

i 

5,860 

11,664 

13 

4 

51,912 

49,585 

11 

8 

8,274 

3 

3 

125,681 

3 

9 

1825 . ... 

* ♦ • ■ 

• » # 

9 


♦ • * • 

,,, 



500 

1,047 

11 

0 

7,483 

6,361 

o 

2 


* 


7,408 

13 

2 

1826 .... 

9,036 

75,660 

10 

4 

2,310 

14,655 

17 

0 

2,100 

4,147 

10 

6 

65,500 

56,552 

3 

4 

17,229 

11 

11 

168,245 

13 

1 

1827 .... 

508 

3,219 

16 

11 

1,200 

8,136 

12 

O 

.... 


r * 


43,948 

29,619 

16 

2 

4,720 

11 

0 

45,696 

16 

l 

1828 .... 

1,300 

; 10,835 

l 

. 

4 

0 

2,700 

14,184 

5 

0 

2,000 

3,347 

6 

6 

17,095 

1 13,531 

| 

0 

1 

9,583 

16 

2 

51,481 

11 

9 


! 

! 28,095 

1 

231,822 

i- 

V 

3 

6 

24,767 

152,988 

16 

7 

33,380 

74,521 

19 

0 

226,571 

j 207,784 

9 

10 

95,000 15 

2 

. 762,118 

i : 

3 

i 


London, March 6, 1530, Charles Everett. 
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286 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

These statements show the amount and dates of the shipments by each 
vessel, also the quantities and value of several leading articles; distin¬ 
guishing the amount of cottons, woollens, and sundry other goods, I 
have purposely omitted giving information respecting any new articles 
prepared by me for the China market, as it might prove injurious to 
those concerned; and although I am not at present engaged in con¬ 
tinuing the extensive trade I have been instrumental in opening for the 
manufactures of this country, I wish to avoid doing any thing against the 
interest of my late employers. 

2843. What was the greatest year ?—The greatest year was 1826: but I 
would remark that of the amount that year, part of the goods were pur¬ 
chased, and they were intended for shipment in 1825, but were detained 
here in consequence of a failure ; the amount was £168,245. 

2844. What was the amount in the year 1825 ?—£7,408. I should say 
that about £80,000 of the goods exported in 1826 fairly belonged to 1825. 

2845. Will you state the amount of each year ?— 

£. s. d. 


In 1818. 1,809 7 2 

1819 . 26,448 14 11 

1820 . 13,963 4 4 

1821 .. 100,190 16 1 

1822,..... 28,468 2 5 

1823 . 67,048 1 4 

1824 . 125,681 3 9 

1825 . 7,408 13 2 

1826 . 168,245 13 1 

1827 . 45,696 16 1 

1828 . 51,481 11 9 


£762,118 4 1 

2846. What is the aggregate amount of the eleven years?—£762,118. 
45. 1 d. 

2847. Can you state the aggregate amount of each description of goods ? 

_By referring to Statement (B) you will find that of woollen cloths the 

quantity was £231,822. 3s. 6d .; of camlets, £152,988. 16s. 7 d. 

2848. Is the camlet all woollen ?—Yes, the camlets are all woollen. Of 
long ells, which are also woollens, £74,521. 195.; of cottons, £207,784. 
95 . 10 c?.; and of sundry other articles, £95,000. 155. 2c?. 

2849. Have you also a statement of the number of pieces- of goods of 
different descriptions, and the progressive diminution in past years?— 
Statement (B) shows the number of pieces of the different descriptions. I 

have 
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have also a paper, marked (C), which shows the value of several articles at 
different periods, from 1820 to 1830, when compared with 1820. 

[The witness delivered in the same , which is as follows 

(C.) 

A STATEMENT showing the Value of Long Cloths, Camlets, and Broad Cloths, at 
different Periods, compared with 1820. 


Cotton Long Cloths. 


In 1821 ...... 


24 to 
5 — 

5 per cent. less. 

74 — 

1822 


1893. ... 


10 — 

15 — 

1«‘24... 

,.- 

20 — 

25 — 

1 89ft..... 


124 - 

30 — 

15 — 

j820.„. . 

n .— 

35 — 

1 W7 . . 


35 — 

40 — 

1898..... . 

J .. - 

40 — 

45 — 

lft9Q.. 


45 — 

50 — 

1880... . 

,_- 

474 - 

50 — 


Camlets* 


Tn 1891 ...... 



5 per cent. less. 
10 — 

1899..... 



1 «<)3 . 

ISOM* 

124 to 15 — 

1 .. 

mmm 

15 

20 — 

189ft...... 

„.- 

10 — 

124 ~ 

_ .......... 

, — 

174 - 

25 — 

20 — 

1H’37... 


30 — 


In 


1828. 

1829. 

1830. 


1821.. 

1822., 

1823.. 

1824.. 

1825.. 

1826.. 
1827- 
1828. 

1829. 

1830. 


are 


30 

374 

42 


33 

40 

45 


Broad Cloths, suitable for the China Trade. 

5 to 74 per cent. less. 


.were 


74 

124 

5 

35 

40 

42 

45 

45 


are 40 — 


— 10 
10 
to 15 
— 10 

— 40 

— 42 

— 45 

— 47 

50 


It appears from the above, that nearly double the quantity of goods may be bought 
at the present prices for the sum paid in 1820 j therefore, to form a correct estimate 
of the trade with China, it will be requisite to compare with the quantities, and not 
the amount shipped. 

Long ells are 55 per cent, lower than in 1820. 

London, March 8th, 1830. Chari.es Everett. 
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9 March 1830. 

Mr. C. Everett. 
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2850. Has there been a regular decrease in price from 1820 to the 
Mr. C. Everett. P resenfc t,rae ■—Excepting the year 1825, when there was a small advance, 

2851. Therefore the increase in the quantity of goods exported would be 
much more than would appear upon the increase of the value ?—My calcu¬ 
lations are from 1820 to this date. £100 at the present time would buy 
twice as many goods as it. would in 1820. 

2852. Have you any doubt, from the experience you have had, that if 
the existing restrictions were removed, the trade to China in British manu¬ 
factures might be materially increased ?—I have no doubt the trade might 
be increased to a very considerable extent by proper management, if The 
restrictions were removed. 

2853. Have you found the trade in British woollens with Canton a profit¬ 
able trade ?—I am not able to answer that question fully, as I have not 
known what the goods have actually brought; but I suppose, from general 
information, they have been profitable, as the shipments being continued is 
the strongest proof that can be offered. 

2854. Do you consider that the American trade in woollens has been 
generally profitable ?—I do. 

2855. To what do you attribute that, when the Committee hear from the 

East-India Company that their trade in woollens has been a losing trade?_ 

I cannot account for the East-India Company’s losing money on woollens. 

2856. Are the woollens which have been generally sent out by the Ame¬ 
rican traders of a different description, or of a superior quality, to those 
sent out by the East-India Company ?—I can only answer for what I pur¬ 
chased myself ; some of the articles have been superior to the East-India 
Company’s. 

2857- Have you ever bought any of the rejected cloths of the East-India 
Company?—Notformanyyears, excepting a few pieces; Ispeakof clothsonly. 

2858. Have you any reason to suppose, from what you have heard 
from your American correspondents, that they experience any difficulty in 
carrying on the trade at Canton ?—I do not understand that there is any 
difficulty in carrying it on. 

2859. And that so long as you were connected with it, they made 
it, upon the whole, a generally profitable trade?—I believe so. 

2860. Has that trade fallen off lately ?—The trade in manufactured 
goods has been continued lately by the house of Baring and Company. 

2861. Has the trade decreased or not lately?—I believe that it has 
increased the last year. 

2862. Can you state as to the two preceding years?—I should think it 
had increased, as considerable quantities have gone from Liverpool, shipped 
on account of another party, since 1821, by Wiliam and James Brown and 
Company. 


2863. It 
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2863. Is it within your knowledge that the trade has increased ?—I refer 
you to my statements, (A) and (B), respecting the shipment of woollens and 
cottons. 

2864. Have you a statement of the export of foreign woollens, cottons, 
and metals from the United States to China?—Yes, I have; it is drawn up 
from an official document, printed by order of Congress, for the years 1827 
and 1828, ending the 30th of September in each year. 

[The witness delivered in the same, which was read, as follows .•] 

AN ACCOUNT of the Value of Foreign and Domestic Woollens, Cottons, and 
Metals, exported from the different Ports of the United States of America, in the 
years ending the 30th of September 1827, and 30th of September 1828 ; extracted 
front a General Statement respecting the Import and Export of Goods, Wares, 
and Merchandize, printed by order of ^Congress, 10th February 1829. 


Woollens .. 

Cottons, white and coloured 

Cotton twist. 

Iron in pigs, bars, and bolts 
Copper in pigs and sheets 

Tin plates .... 

Lead.... 

Value in dollars. 


1827: 

1828: 

t ---- 


t 


Foreign, 

American. 

Foreign. 

American. 

19,264 


7,210 


76,274 

9,388 

304,789 

14,981 

— 

— 

3,574 


3,398 

4,250 

14,885 

— 

4,114 

— 

11,819 

— 

3,570 

— 

2,056 

— 

178,131 

— 

69,051 

— 

284,751 

13,638 

313,384 

14,981 


2865. Has any cotton-twist been sent from this country through you ?— 
A small quantity some years ago. 

2866. Has any been sent lately ?—I believe it has been shipped lately, 
but not by me. 

2867. Have you acted for houses in this country ?—I have acted under the 
direction of houses in this country, but for account of American houses. 

2868. Have you been employed by the house of Baring and Company ? 
—I was employed by Bates and Baring, now belonging to the house of 
Baring and Company. 

2869. Do you know whether other persons besides yourself have been 
employed as agents for purchases of this description ?—I understand that 
Barings themselves have been purchasing goods for four vessels; three of 
them have gone in 1829. I can state the names of the vessels: the Milo, 
from London; the New England, from Liverpool; and the Margaret 
Forbes, from London. There is another cargo in the London Docks. 

2870. Were you employed in selecting any part of those cargoes?—No. 

2 O 2871. Were 
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S) March 1830, 
Mr. C. Everett 


m EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS s 

2871- Were you employed in 1829 by any other persons in the selection 
pf cargoes for China ?—No, excepting a small amount, which I suppose 
went by the New England. 

2872. Do you conceive the variation in the amount of exports, in different 
years that you have stated, to have arisen from the variation in the amount 
of the trade itself, or merely from a variation in your agency for that trade ? 
—I purchased during the years mentioned the whole of the goods that the 
parties had from England, excepting about £8,000 of woollens, and £2,000 
of cottons. 

2873. You do not think they have bought any thing through any 
other channel ?—Not any thing, except about £8,000 of woollens and 
£2,000 of cottons. 

2874. Have not there been other houses shipping for American account 
to China, besides those who had employed you in the selection of their 
goods ?—I have informed you that some goods went through Messrs. 
Brown’s of Liverpool, for another party ; that house and my employers are 
the two principal parties concerned in the trade from this country to China. 
1 know of no others of much importance. 

2875. You have stated, that you have upon some occasions bought goods 
refused by the Company ; were those refused by the Company on account 
of the quality, or that they did not want any more of that description of 
goods ?—I have bought very few rejected goods, except the article of long 
ells: those were rejected for being a little light in weight, or any other 
point which does not exactly come up to the Company’s standard. If a long 
ell is too Jvne, it would not weigh enough, and of course would be rejected, 
so that we may select the best goods from the rejected ones. 

2876. Do you consider that the long ell is the worse for the China market 
for being too fine?—No, I consider it much better. 

2877* Do you consider yourself able to make a better selection of goods 
for the China market than the East-India Company ?—That would be too 
much for me to presume. 

2878. Do you know how the Company purchase their goods?—They 
generally purchase by contract, which is not an advantageous way of pur¬ 
chasing. 

2879- In the course of making your purchases, have yon found the 
Company in your way in the same description of goods that you were look¬ 
ing for ?—No. I have known that when the Company offer a contract, say 
for camlets, or any particular description of goods, there has been a meeting 
of the manufacturers, and they have fixed the price at which they should 
tender at, and I have met with the same difficulty myself in making pur¬ 
chases. When it was /mown that l wanted a large quantity, I found that 
the manufacturers sometimes combined to hand me a price; and I have had 
considerable difficulty in counteracting the effects of combinations, not only 
in purchasing the article itself, but in every part of the finishing. 

2880. Is 



• MNlST/fy 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS, m 

2880. Is not that the effect of any large purchaser going into the market 
at any time ?—It would be the effect if known. The Company give public 
tenders ; but if / go into the market, I can take care the quantity that I 
wish to purchase is not known. 

2881. Are you not of opinion that, practically considering the mode in 
which the Company make their purchases, you make your purchases upon 
more favourable terms ?—I have good reasons to suppose that my goods were 
purchased cheaper than the Company’s. 

2882. Are the Americans desirous of purchasing finer goods than what 
are purchased by the East-India Company ?—When I had the management 
of it, my object was to get better goods than the Company’s, and in most 
articles I have succeeded. 

2883. You think, upon a general average, your goods are of at least 
as good quality as those of the India Company ?—Yes, they have been 
proved so. 

2884. In their respective kinds?—Yes. I must except one article; I 
should think the Company’s long ells were superior to those I shipped. 

2885. Is the Company’s mark ever used in any way by the Americans?— 
The Company’s mark I never use on the outside packages. We have copied 
the manner of packing and the making-up of the goods, and the number of 
pieces in the package, but there is never any mark on the bales, at least not 
of late years, which would appear like the Company’s. 

2886. Are the Committee to understand that the quantity of goods ex¬ 
ported from America to Canton are altogether goods exported from this 
country on American account?—It is possible that some of the articles 
included in those may have been shipped from this country on English 
account. 

2887. You have stated that the Company’s long ells are better than the 
long ells you have purchased; could not you get as good long ells?——I con¬ 
sider that they have had them dyed and finished rather superior than what 
I have done. I could certainly procure the same, or even better quality than 
the Company’s, if it were required. 

2888. Do you think that an advantage on the part of the Company?— 
The quantity of long ells we have shipped is very small in comparison with 
theirs. 

2889* When did the Americans begin to export British manufactures to 
Canton ?—In 1818 I commenced the business. 

2890. Can you state any reason why they did not do so before ?—It was 
because the prices were too high to execute the orders that were sent lor 
them ; there was a small quantity of goods purchased in England and after¬ 
wards returned to the United States from China as unsaleable, in consequence 
of the quality not being suitable for the market. 

2 0 2 
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2891. In what years have you known the woollens returned from China? 
—Between 1816 and 1817* 

2892. Are you aware of what the mark on the Company’s cloths is ?— 
Yes ; I do not know exactly what they put on the bales; a divided heart, 
I believe, and some letters. 

2893. Did you in the goods you have shipped put on a mark resembling 
it ?—I may have done so many years back. 

2894. Since 1818 have you done it ?—It is barely possible; the few first 
shipments I recollect were marked with a mark somewhat similar to the 
Company’s. 

2895. Have you done so in the later shipments ?—No. 

2896. How long have you discontinued it?—I can hardly recollect. I 
am speaking of the outside packages; in the inside packages we have in 
some degree imitated the Company, but it is not the same. 

2897- Did you try to assimilate your mark to that of the Company’s for 
the purpose of making it appear that they were Company’s goods?—It was 
necessary to have them marked in that way, that they might be known as 
that description of goods, to give them a greater currency. 

2898. Why did you discontinue the practice ?—By the orders of my em¬ 
ployers. 

2899. Do you know whether the goods are marked in the same manner 
that are sent from America?—I do not know. 

2900. Were they supposed to fetch a higher price in China in consequence 
of that mark ?—I do not know what the reason was for putting it on. 

2901. But you had been desired to make it similar?—I acted according 
to directions. 

2902. Were not you desired to make those marks as near as possible to 
the Company’s mark ?—In respect to the manner of packing and marks on 
the goods, I was. The cloths bought by me are very different from the 
Company’s, they measure two to five yards longer. I have not for five or 
six years marked a package any way like the East-India Company’s. 

2903. Before that, was it not the practice to do so?—In the first few 
shipments it was customary to do so, but I have not done it for many years. 

2904. Did you ever do that for Barings and Company ?—No; 1 should 
have said it was Bates and Baring that I did business for. 

2905. You have stated that you thought the cloths you bought were 
better than those of the East-India Company; if that be so, what interest 
could you have in packing them in the same manner as those of the East- 
India Company ?—Because the Chinese have been accustomed to see them 
in that manner. 

2906. If your cloths were of a superior quality, would not that have been 

J better 
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better shown by not imitating the East-India Company ?■—I always thought 
so myself, but my correspondents thought otherwise. 

2907. You stated that in the course of eleven years you have exported 

manufactured goods for American houses to the amount of £762,118; do 

you know whether to those American houses it was a losing or an advan¬ 
tageous trade ?—I have no doubt it was an advantageous trade. 

2008 Were there many of those houses interrupted in the course of their 
affairs afterwards ?—The principal part of those purchases were tor one house, 

who are now very rich. __ 

5909. What is their name ?—Perkins and Company, residing at boston ; 
one of the partners is here now. 

2910 . Which?—Mr. Cushing. 

2911. Are not they supposed to have made their fortune in the C hina 
trade ?—There is no doubt of it. 

2912. Have you any means of knowing who they traded with in China, 
whether the outside merchants or the Hong merchants ?-Pnncipally, I be¬ 
lieve, with Howqua and Manhop. 

2913 What is the general agency charge in this business ?—I have re- 
received one and a quarter per cent, commission on the purchase. 

2911. Is that all you receive?—Yes. 

an i 5 . Do you know whether the house of Perkins is looking with anxiety 
to the decision of the question, whether it shall still be a monopoly trade or 
an open one?—I understand that they are about giving it up. 

2916. Why?—I cannot answer for that reason ; that is what they tell me. 

2917. Do not Perkins and Company still continue traders ?—Yes. 

2918. But this particular branch of trade, you understand, they are in¬ 
tending to give up ?—That is what I have heard. 

2Q1Q Do vou know that Mr. Cushing has made a large fortune and has 
retired "from ^business ?-—Mr. Cushing is worth perhaps £500,000, and is 
retiring from business; he has been the acting partner in China for about 

twenty-five years. 

2920. Have you opened any correspondence with any new American 
house in consequence of Perkins’s house intending to give up the trade? 
No. 

2921. Have not you heard that the house of Perkins and Company owe 
their chief fortune to the opium tradeTo the China trade $ the opium 
trade is, of course, inclil ed in it. 

2922 From your kn vledge of the trade, as far as you have been em- 
ployed as a commission agent, are you of opinion, that it we nu as \ei 
intercourse with China as the Americans have, the traile between ^ng 
and China would be the principal trade carried on with China?—1 have no 
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doubt it would be very beneficial to England to have a free trade ; but 
whether it would be the principal trade with China, I cannot tell. 

2923. Do you think any other country would be a rival with this country 
in the ekpbrt of manufactured goods to China?—No, decidedly not at pre¬ 
sent. But the Germans are improving in their manufactures, and may 
soon rival yours in woollens, unless your ports are opened for the produce 
of the Continent, so as to equalize the price of provisions. And if you 
would admit American flour, &c. it would greatly increase the export of 
goods to the United States as well as China, and by advancing the prices of 
their broad stuffs, complete the overthrow of their cotton and woollen factory. 

2924. Is there any nation now that rivals the British in the China trade ? 
—Not that I am aware of, excepting the Americans. 

2 925. Do they rival the English trade now ?—Certainly they do. 

29 ^ 6 . To any great extent ?—There is no doubt they are carrying on a 
very large trade with China. 

2927 . Is any other trade with China equal to the English trade ?—-Not in 
manufactured goods, certainly. 

Mr. ABRAHAM DIXON called in and examined. 

2928 . You are a foreign commission agent residing at Leeds ?—'Yes. 

2929 . In what other lines of business have you been employed ?—I have 
resided in Leeds about two years; seven years previous I resided in Hud¬ 
dersfield, in the same line of business. 

2930. Did you ever carry on business as a Blackwell-hall factor and mer¬ 
chant?—From the year 1795 to the year 1822 I resided in London, and 
during the whole of that time was engaged in the business of a Blackwell- 
hall factor and merchant. 

2931. What is a Blackwell-hall factor ?—An agent for the sale of cloth 
manufactured in the West of England. 

2932. During any portion of that time were you interested in a concern 
in Yorkshire, for the manufacture and dyeing of coarse cloth for the use of 
the army and the East-India Company ?—I was. 

2933. Have you had any dealings with the East-India Company in cloths ? 
—From the year 1795 to 1807 I was clerk with a Blackwell-hall factor, who 
also was connected in the same trade j and from 1807 to 1822 I carried on 
business myself in conjunction with other parties, as a Blackwell-hall factor 
and merchant, and also up to the end of 1825. 

2934. With what articles of woollen have you been in the habit of sup¬ 
plying the East-India Company?—All the different kinds of cloths: they 
buy superfine or Spanish stripes, white and stripe list cloths, medley cloths, 
aud kerseymeres. 

2935. Do 
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@935. Do you consider that there are any other descriptions of cloths, 
besides those exported by the East-India Company, which are suited to the 
China market ?—Formerly, to ray knowledge, a fine and stouter description 
of cloths was sent by the Russians to China, which I occasionally supplied 
to merchants in St. Petersburgh and Moscow ; also a coarser and finer de¬ 
scription of cloth than what, the East-India Company generally send out to 
China, is sent out by the Americans. 

@936. Do you believe, from any circumstances within your knowledge, 
that the very coarsest descriptions of cloths might be exported to China with 
advantage ?—I believe, from the information I have had from Americans 
and others, and also from the evidence that was given before the House of 
Commons by Mr. Grant, and also by Mr. Roberts, in 1821, that the very 
coarsest description of cloth that is manufactured in this country, which can 
be dyed the colour that is required in China, would be saleable to a greater 
extent than any other description of woollen in that country ; for both those 
gentlemen stated, that the bulk of the Chinese have it not in their power to 
purchase the cloth which the Company send out, and for that reason I 
should suppose the coarsest cloth would be the most suitable. 

@937. Do you know anything of the nature and extent of the trade in 
woollens carried on by Americans between this country and China ?—Yes, 
I do. 

@988. What are the descriptions of woollens chiefly sent out by the Ame¬ 
ricans ?—The same sort sent out by the East-India Company; also a fine 
and stouter cloth, and also a coarser and a lower priced cloth. 

2939. In the finer descriptions of cloths, do you conceive that the article 
sent out by the American merchants is equal to that sent by the East-India 
Company ?—They send a considerable quantity of better quality than the 
East-India Company send out. 

' 2940. Is that which they send of the same decription of an equal quality 
with what the Company send ?—Yes, indeed, exactly the same. 

2941. Do they obtain it as cheap ?—-I believe they do; and I may say 
perhaps more correctly, that they obtain it cheaper, 

2942. Do you consider that they have any greater facilities, and what are 
those facilities ?—The principal advantage that the Americans have over 
the East-India Company is, in having the cloths from Leeds, where they are 
dyed a great deal cheaper than in London. 

2943. Have they also any advantages resulting from late improvements 
in the manufacture, which the East-India Company, by their mode of pro¬ 
ceeding, are debarred from possessing?—Very considerable improvements 
have been made in the manufacture of fine cloth at Leeds of late years, all 
of which the Americans have the advantage of whilst the East-India Com¬ 
pany are debarred from it, from the nature of their contracts and the mode 
in which they purchase their cloth. 
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2944 . Will you state in what mode the East-India Company make their 
purchases of cloths ?—Always by tender and contract. 

2945. Do you consider that to be an advantageous mode of dealing ?~— 
No, I do not. In consequence of the objectionable clauses which are in 
those contracts, the parties tendering for the cloth, in order to save them¬ 
selves, must make an addition to the price, in order to cover the rejections 
which they are subject to, and other inconveniences and expenses which 
they are at. 

2946. Is the decision of the overlooker of the Company upon the goods 
which are sent up final, or is there any appeal from it ?—There is no appeal 
whatever from it. 

2947. Where is the objection made when the goods are sent to London ? 
_In London, by the overlookers employed by the East-India Company. 

2948. Then the goods are sent up, and if they are not strictly in ac¬ 

cordance with the terms of the contract, they are rejected in London ?— 
They are. ... 

2949. The manufacturer then incurs the expense of their transfer to 
London ?—Yes. 

2950. Is there any difficulty in obtaining a sale for rejected cloths ?-— 
Sometimes there is a difficulty, at other times not; it^ depends upon the 
nature of the demand. Formerly the rejections of the East-India Company 
were sold to the Mogadore jews, and nearly altogether used for that trade ; 
but lately a considerable quantity has been sold to private traders trading to 
India and to China. 

2951 . Is there also an inconvenience arising from the mode of conducting 
business by the East-India Company, from their goods being transmitted 
through agents in London, and an additional expense incurred by the com¬ 
mission paid to them ?—Certainly, that adds to the expense of the goods. 
During the time I was engaged in business in London, the charge for such 
business was three per cent., which was charged to the manufacturers for 
delivering the goods and attending to the necessary business. 

2952. Were there any other fees to be paid ?—There were fees also paid 
at the India House. 

2953. Can you state the amount of those ?—The proportion of the fees is 
different; sometimes they were 6d. per cloth, but sometimes the fees are 
1 j. and even 2s. per piece. 

2954. In the rejection of their cloths you stated that the overlooker’s 
decision was final; is that decision often made on trifling grounds ?—I have 
understood that the overlookers have strict orders to attend to the contract, 
which states, in speaking of the fine cloths, that each cloth must weigh 
thirty-two pounds, and that if it is under that weight he has a power of 
rejecting it. 

2955. Then, though the rejection must be according to the strict letter 

of 
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of the contract, it still may be on very vexatious grounds to the manufac¬ 
turer ?—Certainly. 

2956. Is it the case to such a degree, that manufacturers generally 
exhibit a decided preference for dealing with any other customer rather 
than the East-India Company ?—It is. A great many of the most extensive 
manufacturers in Yorkshire will not enter into contracts with the Last-India 
Company, nor supply them with cloth under those contracts. 

2957. Supposing the cloth should be short of weight, would that be a 
ground for rejection ?—Certainly. 

2958. Would you consider that to be any deterioration to the quality of 
the cloth ?—In making a large quantity of cloths, it is impossible to have 
them all exactly the same weight; some will be a little over and some will 
be a little under. 

2959. Supposing a private merchant to take a quantity by contract, what 
would be his practice supposing he found a proportion under weight? e 
would take it. 

2960. Would he take it without any reduction of price ?-—If the difference 
was not much, he would take it without any alteration of price, because n 
some are a little thinner, others would be a little stouter. 

2961. You consider this, then, to be a vexatious ground ot rejection on, 
the part of the Company ?—-Certainly. 

2962. Yet to this sort of rejection their overlookers are tied down by their 
rules, and they can exercise no discretion ?—I believe not, 

2963. Are the cloths delivered to the Company dyed or undyed?-They 
are delivered both in a dyed and in a white state. I he West Country cloths 
are generally delivered white, and the Yorkshire generally dyed. 

2964. Are they compelled to be dyed in London ? Those which they 
receive in a white state are all dyed in London, the otheis are ye anc 
finished in Yorkshire. 

2965. Is the operation of dyeing more expensive in London than it is in 
the country ?—Much more so. 

2966. In what degree?—I have a list of the dyeing prices in Yoikshiu. 
for the principal colours which the East-lndia Company purchase, and also 
of the London prices. The London price for dyeing Spanish striped cloths 
purple is 2 s. 4 d. per yard, and in Yorkshire 1$. 6</. 

2967. Are those the prices of the present day ?—Yes, at least the last 

prices which the East-India Company paid, as I am informed, for dyeing 
cloth. The price of black is in London 7 d., and in Yorkshire 4a.; .01 
scarlet, London, 25. Id., Yorkshire, 15. 5d .; for mazarine blue, Lone on, 
Is. 6d., and Yorkshire, 8d. 1 have prepared a detailed statement of t ie 

prices of dyeing Spanish striped cloths, with the proportions generally 
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9 March 1830. required of each colour, in a quantity of 6,000 pieces, by the East-India 
-- Company. 

[The witness delivered in the same , 'which is asjbllows :] 

PRICES for DYEING Spanish Stripe Cloths; with the Proportions 
generally required of each Colour, in a quantity of 6,000 Pieces, by the 
East-India Company. 


Pieces , 

1,800 Purple . 

1,560 Black .. 

840 Scarlet (Lac) ., 
720 Mazarine Blue, 
480*Dark Brown... 

420 Light Blue. 

60*Ash colour..... 
60 Saxon Green .. 
60* Deep Yellow .. 


London Prices. 

Per Piece 
of 34 Yards . 

79/ 

m 

71/6 

51/6 

29/ 

29/ 

19/ 

per Yard. 

2/4 

7 

2/1 

1/6 

10 

10 

7 




6,000 


Popinjay ........ 

♦Tea colour......... 

Orange.......••••••••••.. 

♦Red.......«.... 

Emerald Green........ 

♦Light Brown.......... 

Pink...........,*.according to the shade ot colour 

Rose .ditto.. 

Auro'ra .........ditto..... 

Crimson Lac .................ditto............... 

* — Cochineal.....ditto. 

♦Scarlet do...*.ditto.. 

Maroon.......... 


Yorkshire 

Prices. 


per Yard. 

1/6 

4 

1/5 

8 

9 

8 

4 
6 

5 


5 

6 
8 
8 
9 

10 d. to I/ 

d° 

1/ to 1/2 
1/6 to 1/9 
2/ to 2/9 
d° 


* With the exception of these colours, the others are partly and some altogether 
dyed with materials the produce ot India. 

The London prices left blank I have not been able to procure ; they can be fur¬ 
nished by the East-India Company. 

2968. Are those the colours that are principally required for the China 
market ?—Yes. 

2969. Are those cloths that are dyed in the piece, or are any of them 
dyed in the wool ?—They are all dyed in the piece. 
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2970 . Are any considerable portion of the dyes used the products of 
India?—In the list of colours, I observe there are about twenty-two winch 
the East-lndia Company are in the habit of exporting ; and out ot , these 
about fourteen are partly, and some wholly, dyed with materials the 

products of India. 

2971 . Is a large quantity of Indian indigo used?—A considerable 
quantity. 

2972. Are you acquainted with the circumstances of the intioduction, 
and the progress which has been made in the improvement of the lac dye ? 
—I am, from information 1 have had from the dyers and others. 1 think 
the introduction of lac into this country took place about the year 1812. 
For some time there was a great difficulty in producing a good colour from 
it; but after repeated experiments, a colour was produced equal, or nearly 
so, to cochineal in point of brilliancy, and m point ot durability much 
superior for military purposes. It was found that the droppings o water 
from iron did not affect lac scarlet, whilst it discoloured the cloth dyed 
from cochineal; and gunpowder has a much worse effect upon cochineal 
scarlet, whilst it has none whatever upon those dyed from lac; and 111 
consequence, I believe, it is generally preferred for military purposes. 

2973. Has this article fallen in price in proportion as it has been intro, 
duced into the country ?-It is difficult to state the fall that has taken place 
in price, though it has been very considerable, but the article has been very 
much improved; indeed, a much superior quality is now brought from 
India than what came at first. 

2974 . Has cochineal dye fallen in price also ?—Very much. 

2975 . Has the East-lndia Company ever imported any of this lac -V ery 

little. 

2976 . Do they import any now ?—I believe not for many years. 

2977. Is there any considerable quantity of it exported from this country ? 
—I understand that about 60,000 pounds weight of it is exported annually 
to Flanders and to Germany. A few years ago I was m a dyehouse at 
Delph, in Holland, where they were preparing cloths tor India, and trie 
scarlets were dyed with lac. 

2978. Do you know how much is imported into England ?— About 7,000 
or 8,000 pounds annually, in value about £ 100,000 sterling. 

2979. Is lac the produce of India?—It is. 

2980 . And brought by the private trader ?—It is. 

2981. Can you state when the exportation of British woollens in American 
bottoms to China first commenced ?—In the year 1817 , to the best ot my 
recollection. 

2982 . Can you state what the progress has been of that trade ? In the 
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year 1818 and 1819 there was imported into Canton 4,937 pieces of woollens, 
and in the year 1826 and 1827, which is the latest account I have seen, 
27»176 pieces, showing an increase of 22,319 pieces in that period. 

2983. What is your authority for that statement ?—I obtained this from 
some Parliamentary documents in my possession. 

2984. Are you aware that in the evidence before the Committee of the 
House of Lords in 1821, it was stated that British goods were imported into 
the China market in so trifling a degree by the Americans as to be no object 
of contest ?—I recollect it perfectly well. 

2985. Are you also aware that, within a month after that time, the same 
gentleman who made that statement produced a commercial letter from the 
supercargoes in China, containing this passage: “ The very alarming inroad 
that is now commenced by American speculations into a trade hitherto con¬ 
fined to the Honourable Company, will, it is probable, soon place all certain 
calculation in its economy at defiance” ?—I recollect it perfectly well; it 
interested me so much that I took a copy of it, which I have. 

2986. Are you aware that in the same letter there is contained this 
passage, “ The greatest evil, however, which we are led to anticipate from 
this encroachment is, the death-blow which it inflicts upon the monopoly 
hitherto enjoyed by the Honourable Company”?—That I recollect also. 

2987- By whom was the letter received ?—By the East-India Company, 
and it was produced by Mr. Grant. 

2988. Are you aware that at that time the trade, upon which this alarming 
inroad was said to be made, was represented by the East-India Company to 
be a losing trade ?—Yes, I am. 

2989. Have you any means of knowing whether the exportation of British 
woollens by the Americans has decreased or increased latterly ?—I have no 
means of knowing positively; but from my communications with American 
merchants and the manufacturers in Yorkshire, I am inclined to believe that 
it is on the increase. There is at this time, I believe, one of the largest 
orders that was ever given out at one time in the hands of the manu¬ 
facturers in Yorkshire for the American China trade. 

2990. Do you know the amount of that order?—I do not know the 
amount. 

2991. Has the East-India Company’s supply of woollens to the China 
trade increased or decreased?—From a calculation which I have made, it 
appears that, comparing the imports into China for the nine years preceding 
1819 with the nine years following that date, the decrease has been 236,939 

? ieces of woollens, making an annual average decrease of 26,326 pieces. 

'he total of the first nine years, from 1810-11 to 1818-19, was 1,821,389; 
the total of the second nine years, from 1819-20 to 1827-28, was 1,584,450 
pieces. 

2992. Is 
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2992. Is not that decrease very nearly the amount of what has been 
exported by the Americans?—In the years 1824 and 1825 the Americans 
imported into Canton 23,159 pieces 5 in 1826, 26,9/7} in 182/, 27,1/6 
pieces. In broad cloths imported by the East-India Company into Canton, 
there has been an increase of 53,255 pieces in the last nine years; in long- 
ells, there has been a decrease of 262,868 pieces. In worleys, there has been 
an increase of 25,040 pieces ■, in camlets, there has been a decrease of 
39,970 pieces. 

2993. Can you furnish the Committee with a detailed statement upon this 
subject?—-I have prepared a statement of the quantity of woollens of the 
different sorts imported by the East-India Company into Canton in each of 
the years I have mentioned; also a statement of the quantity of British 
woollens imported into Canton by the Americans. 

[The witness delivered in the same, which are as follow :] 

STATEMENT of the Quantity of British Woollens Imported into 
Canton by the East-India Company . 


Woollens : 

Pieces . Pieces. 

}g}J}. 237,103 

1812 .. 242,800 

1813 ..242,781 

1814 ........258,220 

1815 ..-.224,632 

1816 .. 161,568 

1817 . 175,801 

1818 .. 133,761 

1819 . 144,717 

1820 .. 150,254 

1821 . 157,401 

1822 . 172,320 

1823 . 136,768 

1824 . 221,814 

1825 . 178,701 

1826 . 212,346 

1827 . 231,529 

1828 .123,317 

- 1,584,450 


1,821,389 


Broad Cloths : 

Pieces . 

1810\ ... fi9W 

1811/. °’ J 

1812 .. 6,466 

1813 . 6,450 

1814 . 7,629 

1815 . 8,592 

1816 . 8,181 

1817 .... ... 11,631 

1818 . 9,111 

1819 . 7,377 

1820 . 8,814 

1821 . 12,1/1 

1822 . 13,320 

1823 . 12,183 

1824 . 12,396 

1825 . 13,701 

1826 .. 19,266 

1827 . 20,289 

1828 . 12,471 


Piects. 


71,356 


124,611 


Decrease it) Nine Years. 

236,939 

Increase in Nine Years. 

53,253 

Average Annual Decrease*.. 

26,326 

Annual Increase •••••' 

5,472 
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Long Ells : 

Pieces . 

1810) .240,248 

lll2 ....‘WOO 

1813... 200,620 

iai4 . ..209,980 

1815 .. 179,520 

1816 . 128,320 

1817 .130,660 

1818 . 103,400 

1819 ... H8,540 

1820 . 120,640 

1821 . 123,000 

1822 .132,600 

1823 .105,000 

1824 .177,180 

1825 . 140,000 

1826 .166,000 

1827 . 183,940 

1828 .100,060 


Pieces . 


1,511,-288 


1,248,420 


Decrease in Nine Years. 262,868 


Annual Decrease...... 29,20/ 

Worleys : 


1810) 

1811J". 

3,460 


1812 . 

3,100 


1813 . 

3,040 


1814 . 

4,060 


1815 . 

3,940 


1816 ... 

3,360 


1817 .. 

6,000 


1818 . 

6,000 


1819 . 

4,000 

36,960 

1820 . 

4,000 


1821 . 

4,000 


Carried forward... 

8,000 

36,968 


WORLKYS- 

- continued . 

Pieces- 

Pieces . 


36,960 

Brouglit forward, 

1822 ....:. 

.. . . 

... 8,000 

... 4,600 


... 3,520 


ittOA .... 

.... 7,800 


.... 

... 8,000 



... 10,080 


.. . .. 

1&97 .... 

... 14,000 


. . . 

... 6,000 




62,000 

Increase in Nine Years...... 

25,040 


160,140 


Annual Increase...... 2,782 

Camlets : 

1810) . 18,750 

1811 

1812 . 22,340 

1813 ... 22,020 

1814 . 23,010 

1815 . 20,000 

1816 . 14,390 

1817 .. 13,890 

1818 . 14,250 

1819 . 12,000 

1820 . 15,000 

1821 . 15,830 

1822 . 19,000 

1823 . 11,340 

1824 ... 12,000 

1825 .. 12,000 

1826 ... 17,000 

1827 . 13,300 

1828 . 4,700 

-120,170 

Decrease in Nine Years...... 39,970 

Annual Decrease. 4,441 
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QUANTITY of British Woollens Imported into Canton by the 

Americans. 


1824-5. 


1825-6 


Broad Cloths 

Camlets. 

Long ells. 

Bombazets.... 


Broad Cloths. 

Camlets. 

Long ells. 


.Pieces 10,257 

. 4,338 

. 7,842 

. 672 

-23,159 

. 12,067 

.. 4,290 

. 10,620 

-- 26,977 


1826-7. Broad Cloths...... 14,064 

Camlets. 3,272 

Long ells.. 8,040 

Bombazets. 1,800 

■-- 27,176 


Pieces. 

1818-19... BroadCloths.. 7«9 

Camlets. 4,188 


4,957 


1826-7. 27,176 

1818-19. 4,957 

Increase. 22,219 
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2994*. Have you any knowledge of the trade in woollens carried on by 
the Russians with China ?—During the former part of the time I carried on 
business in London, I executed several orders both for St. Petersburg!! and 
Moscow; they were British woollens, which I afterwards found were in¬ 
tended for the China trade, though I did not know it at the time. 

2995. Of what description of woollens?—The colours were much the 
same as those exported by the East-India Company, but the quality of the 
cloth was considerably thicker. 

2996. Up to what period was this ?—Previous to the year 1812. 

2997. What was the price of cloth at that time, as compared with the 
price now ?—The cloth sent out to Russia was from 17s* to 205. per yard, 
and the same quality certainly may be procured now at from 105. to 12s. or 
even less. 

2998. How do you account for the fact that that trade is not now carried 
on from England ?— From the heavy duties which have been laid by the 
Russian government upon English cloths, and a reduction of duty upon 
Prussian cloths: indeed, English cloths are not allowed to be imported 
into Russia for transit at all, whilst the Prussian cloths are allowed to be 
entered for that purpose at a very trifling duty. 

2999- Do you know the amount of duty in Russia?—I cannot state it 

exactly 
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exactly; I believe the duty upon fine English cloths amounts to between 
6s. and 7s. a yard ; upon Prussian cloths it is not near half that amount. 

3000. Previous to the imposition of this duty, can you state to what 
amount that trade was ever carried on ?—No, I cannot, I was engaged in it 
but to a very small extent. There were some houses that were nearly alto¬ 
gether employed in preparing cloths for that purpose; Messrs. Austins 1 and 
Messrs. Sheppards’ houses. 

3001. Has there been any disposition shown lately by the Hanse Towns to 
engage in the woollen trade with China?—Ihey have lately appointed a 
consul, who is now on his passage to Canton for the purpose of introducing 
Continental manufactures into China; woollens particularly. They have 
not yet commenced business; but he has gone over for the purpose of 
obtaining information, and by the report which he gives the shipments will 
be guided. 

3002. At present do you understand that they have every confidence that 
that trade may be carried on with success ?—They have. 

3003. Do you know what are the prices of the same kind of goods at the 
Hanse Towns as compared with the British?—fill within this last two or 
three years the fine English cloths were not at all saleable on the Continent ^ 
but very considerable improvements have been made in the manufacture of 
cloths in this country, particularly in Leeds, and they have lately found 
tfieir way all over the Continent; they have been sold in considerable 
quantities for the fairs at Leipsic and at Frankfort, and in other parts of 
Germany. 

3004. Do you think there is any probability that English woollens may 
find their way into China by shipment from the Hanse 1'owns ?—I think it 

.is very probable. 

3005. Supposing the trade were thrown open, do you think the English 
merchants would have a greater advantage in sending out woollens to China 
than the German merchants and the Hanse Towns merchants ?—They 
would have the advantage of the difference of expence in transporting them 
to Hamburgh and other places. 

3006. Would not the price give the English merchants an advantage over 
the other merchants ?—Certainly. 

3007. In what degree would individuals purchase woollens at more 
advantage than the Company?—In consequence of the objectionable clauses 
which are in the contracts of the East-India Company. The manufacturer 
must always provide for those, and in consequence he lays an additional 
price; at least I always found it necessary to do so when I was engaged in 
the trade. 

3008. Do you think he would prefer selling to an individual at five per 
cent, less price than to the Company at their price ?—It depends in some 
measure upon the nature of the cloth which is wanted. In some instances 

five 
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five per cent, more would be considered about a fair price ; but in others, 
perhaps two and a half or even less than that. 

3009. Upon the whole, would three to four per cent, place the two upon 
a level ?—About three to four per cent. 

5010. Does that include the difference with respect to the dyeing?—No, 
that is quite independent of the saving in dyeing. In scarlet, the difference 
betwixt being dyed in London and Yorkshire would make a saving on the 
cost of the cloth of 13 per cent.; in purple of 17 per cent.; and in mazarine 
blue it would be SO per cent. Altogether, in having Spanish stripe cloths 
dyed and finished in Yorkshire instead of London, and buying them as a 
private merchant does, about 15 per cent, on the average would be saved 
in the six colours, of which the largest quantity is exported by the East- 
India Company. 

3011. Then, in your opinion, an individual can be supplied in Yorkshire 
with cloth already dyed about 15 per cent, cheaper than the Company?—If 
he gets his cloth ready dyed in Yorkshire, and the Company dye theirs in 
London, he would have that advantage over them in the colours, of which 
the greatest quantity is exported. 

3012. Do the Company dye theirs in London ?—By far the greater part. 

3013. Have you the means of knowing that the Company do dye a large 
proportion of their cloths in London ?—I have; and I have understood that 
lately some have also been dyed in Gloucestershire. 

3014. Do you mean of their Yorkshire cloths?—No, the Yorkshire cloths 
are mostly dyed in Yorkshire. 

3015. Do you consider that cheaper mode of dyeing in Yorkshire to 
produce as good a colour as the dearer mode in London ?—Equally so. 

3016. Do you attribute, in any degree, the benefit derived by the 
Americans from the woollen trade to their smuggling into China?—In 
consequence of the evidence given before the House of Commons, I made 
the observation to several Americans, with a view of ascertaining if it was 
ever practised, and I am told not. 

3017- Have you the means of knowing whether, with all these advantages, 
there has been any increase in the quantity of consumption in China?-—Not 
having the amount of what the Americans have exported lately, I cannot 
correctly answer that question ; but it would appear, up to the year 1827, 
that there is a little increase of the American importations into Canton, but 
it is not much, compared with the two previous years. 

3018. Is the dyeing as good in Leeds as in London?—Equally so: 

3019. As you have a very general knowledge of the manufacture and 
trade in cloth upon the Continent, is it your opinion that in any part of 
the Continent a competition could be entered into with the cloth furnished 
by Great Britain for China?—I should be inclined to think not at present. 
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A few years ago they had advantages over us; but I think they have not 
now, owing to the improvements which have been made in the manufacture 
in this country and the low price of the raw material. 

30^0. What parts of the Continent do you think most likely, according 
to the present state of the manufacture, to enter into competition with this 
country ?—The woollen manufacture of Saxony I should consider the most 
likely to injure us. 

3021. Is that of the lower or higher quality of cloth ?—The lower and 
the middle qualities of cloth. 

3022. Is it not the case, that in former times there was a considerable 
manufacture of cloth in Silesia, which was adapted especially for the 
Russian trade ?—I believe so. 

3023. Does that manufacture still exist and flourish to the same extent?— 
I believe it does. I have not had any information to the contiaiy, excepting 
this last year; I am told that they have not been able to sell so much cloth 
as they formerly did on the Continent, in consequence of the introduction 
of the English. 

3024. Are you aware of the state of the manufacture of cloth generally 

in Russia ?_Since my arrival in London I have been informed that the 

principal and the most extensive manuflicturer of woollen cloths in Russia 
has failed; a manufacturer who went from the West of England for the 
purpose of carrying on the woollen manufacture in Russia, and found that 
it would not answer his purpose to do so, and in consequence gave up the 
idea altogether. 

3025. Where was the manufacture in Russia which has failed ?—In St. 
Petersburgh, or the immediate neighbourhood. 

3026. Are you aware that the cloth manufacture in Russia is protected 
and fostered very much by the government?—Yes. 

3027. Then you attribute the failure of the trade in cloth to Russia 
to two causes, to the heavy duties that are laid upon British cloth, and the 
lower duties which are imposed upon Prussian ?—Yes. 

3028. Are you not aware there are cloths of a particular quality and 
colour admissible into Russia at a lower duty than cloths generally ?— 


Yes. 

3029. Do you know whether the cloth that the Russian soldiers are 
clothed with is manufactured by native manufacturers?—! have made 
inquiries regarding that subject, and I cannot get satisfactory information 
upon it; by some I have been told that it is manufactured in the country ; 
by others, that it is manufactured in Breslau and the neighbourhood. 

3030. Can you state whether the export of woollens to India, since the 
trade was opened in 1814, has increased to any great degree?—To a very 
great extent indeed. 

b 3031. Much 
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3031. Much more than to China?—(Much more than to China. The 
exportation amounted, for the year ending 5th January 1829, to 30,555 
pieces of cloth. 

3032. Can you state what it was in 1814 ?—(For the answer to this ques¬ 
tion, see Mr. Dixon* s evidence of Thursday the 11 th of March.) 

3038. Can you state what were the articles which composed the large order 
of which you have spoken, which is now being executed in Yorkshire?—Cloths 
of different descriptions, similar to what the East-India Company sent out. 

3034. Are you aware whether there have been any new articles of manu¬ 
facture of late years exported by the Americans, that are likely to suit the 
habits of the Chinese? — There is one now preparing in Yorkshire} 
and from the information which I have upon the subject, 1 am told that the 
demand is likely to be immense, both in India and China. It is a woollen 
cloth made with a cotton warp} it may be made extremely thin, and at the 
same time much stronger than a woollen cloth of perhaps three times the 
substance. 

3035. Is there an order for that to any extent now in execution?—It 
is not in a situation yet of receiving orders for it, but it will be very shortly. 

3030. Have you any means of knowing what the Chinese think of this 
cloth ?—It has been shown to gentlemen who have been in China and also 
in India, and their opinion is what I have just stated. 

3037. You have stated, that at the India-House fees are paid upon the 
examination of the cloths, and that sometimes 6d., sometimes Is., sometimes 
as high as 2s.; are those fees arbitrary, or how are they regulated?—They 
are always slated by the Company in their contracts. 

3038. So that they are known by the manufacturers before-hand?—Yes. 

3039. Is the commission also known?—-It is. 


Jovis , 11° die Martii, 1830. 

WALTER STEVENSON DAVIDSON, Esq. again called in, and 

examined. 

3040. You were the senior partner of one of the two leading houses of 
business in Canton ?—I was. 

3041. Will you state any advantages or disadvantages which, in your 
opinion, result to the British trade generally in China, from the exist¬ 
ence of the East-India Company under the present regulations?—I believe 
I can state both advantages and disadvantages ; and they divide themselves 
into two heads, that is to say, commercial and political. I shall commence 
with the commercial. The influence of the East-India Company, who can 
and do act with unity and vigour, form a counterpoise of inestimable value 
against the Hong monopoly, which individuals could not form. The 

2 Q 2 absence 


9 March 1830 
Mr. A. Dixon 


1 March 1830. 

S. Davidson, 
Esq. 







• Ml NISTff 


308 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 




jj March 18:10. absence of this counterpoise would have the direct effect of decreasing the 

__ prices given for all the imports, and of increasing the prices demanded for 

IV. S. Davidson, a ll the exports. The Company’s support of bankrupt merchants (for the 
Euj. greater number of the Hong in my time were so), by its advances on teas, 
has enabled the consignees of the country trade to do what could be done 
in no other country with which I am acquainted, namely to deal systemati¬ 
cally with bankrupts, and thus obtain much higher prices for their merchan¬ 
dize. During the latter part of my stay in China, although so much pro¬ 
perty passed through my hands, I scarcely ever thought of dealing with a 
solvent merchant, because the consequence would have been a great 
loss to my principal; and this was all in consequence of my knowledge 
that I had the Treasury and the influence of the powerful East-India 
Company at my back. Another advantage of the East-India Company in 
China was the facility to remitters, through bills on their Indian govern¬ 
ments, and by which both my constituents and myself sometimes obtained 
a better exchange than by any merchandize we could ship. I have known 
large sums of money which were due to me by the bankrupt merchants, and 
which I could obtain in no other way, come direct from the Company’s 
Hong to my Hong, being advances obtained from the Company’s servants. 
I have also received large sums of money in bills on England, obtained in 
the same manner, after urgent solicitation on the part of the merchants 
to the supercargoes ; which species of remittance, in those clays, went by a 
technical name which has quite escaped my recollection. I should, perhaps, 
have stated earlier, that on the first entering of the ships, if I had not 
resolved to deal with those insolvent merchants, I should have found the 
greatest difficulty in getting the ships secured, because the extortions of 
the Chinese government are always proportioned to the wealth of the party 
who secures the ship. As to British subjects, I conceive that such security 
of person and property is not to be lost sight of as is afforded by a public 
body, having every season from eighteen to twenty ships of force at their 
command, the influence of which was always in my time extended in favour 
of British commerce, save and except on that of the prohibited article 
opium. Those are the leading advantages that now occur to me of a com¬ 
mercial nature. Politically, I think that all Englishmen owe the Company’s 
servants in Canton a debt of gratitude for their influence over the last 
ambassador that went from this country to China, in inducing him to abstain 
from performing that degrading act of reverence termed the kotow, I call 
it not a ceremony, because in China it is no ceremony, but a distinct 
acknowledgment of inferiority and subjection j and if it had been per¬ 
formed by the ambassador, I verily believe the China trade would not have 
been in existence at this day. I will next state the disadvantages that I 
conceive the existence of the East-India Company, under the present 
system, to be productive of; and really I think they are both few and unim¬ 
portant. It is in the power of the Company’s servants to stop all British 
trade j and it is no doubt possible that such power may be exercised on 
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mistaken motives, and for speculative advantages. I was present during 
the two great stoppages in 1814 and 1821, and such interruptions of trade 
have certainly been “ few and far between.” I was a party who, I believe, 
as an individual, suffered as much on both occasions, either immediately or 
prospectively, as perhaps any one unconnected with the Company; and I can 
conscientiously say, that I believe the stoppage of 1814, which was caused by 
the Company’s servants, to have been perfectly unavoidable. Security against 
its being done capriciously, or on slight grounds, can only be found in the 
character of the parties; and the deep responsibility which they incur, not only 
to their own immediate employers, but to the country at large. I will explain 
what I mean by saying that I suffered deeply myself from these occurrences. 
In 1814, the conduct of my house was so much disapproved of by some of 
its constituents, for not protesting against the conduct of the East-India 
Company, that we lost a large portion of valuable business. The merchants 
of Bombay, upon that occasion, framed a memorial to the Board of Control, 
setting forth the great advantages of their trade to the East-India Company, 
by reason of the duty paid on the cotton in the first instance ; also, by the 
territorial revenue of that part of the Company’s own territory in the Guzerat, 
from which the cotton came ; and again, from the duties on the return-car¬ 
goes from China ; and they contended, that the East-India Company had no 
right to stop their ships in China, which gave them just cause to seek remu¬ 
neration by an action at law. That the case pressed upon them with peculiar 
hardship 1 always deeply regretted; that the law was on the side of the 
Company l never doubted. I have by me the form of bond given by the 
owners of country ships to the Company’s Bengal Government in India, 
before setting sail for China; in which it clearly appears, that all British 
merchants trading by such sufferance as they did, were bound to conform to 
the orders of the Company’s servants in China. I say nothing of the original 
Act of Charter, because that is within the reach of this Committee, and bears 
also strongly upon that question. In the stoppage of 1821, which was brought 
about by the Chinese and not the East-India Company, the supercargoes 
then prevented only the entrance of country ships, not their loading and 
departing from the port of Canton; and it is a fact, that country ships did 
load and depart quietly, at a time when it seemed to be pretty universally 
considered that the Company’s ships would have been forced to assume a 
hostile attitude, pending a reference to England. There is another commer¬ 
cial disadvantage, but it is, perhaps, hardly worthy of being mentioned ; such 
is the jealousy entertained by the East-India Company respecting woollens 
and worsteds, that I upon one occasion, about the year 1815, was prevented 
from exporting from Bengal in a ship with myself (a country ship) a couple 
of carpets, for the use of my house at Canton during the winter season. 

3042. Has the East-India Company’s Factory, during your experience, 
given encouragement and protection to, or thrown impediments in the way 
of individual British merchants in China ?—During my time I never knew 
the British Factory throw a wilful, or, as I conceive, an unnecessary impedi¬ 
ment 
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II March 1830. ment in the way of British trade *, and so long as that Factory shall continue 

- to be constituted of the same materials as it was during my time, that is, of 

IV. S. Davidson, well-educated, intelligent, patriotic, and honest men, so long will they, 
Visq. j conce ive, give encouragement to that trade, and even hazard a departure 

from that narrow policy which has, on more than one occasion, emanated 
from the Leadenhall. I will relate the occasion to which I allude. A ship 
to my consignment lay at Whampoa with the most valuable cargo that in 
those days had ever been known to be in one small bottom; the estimated 
value was 1,600,000 dollars and upwards. Great difficulties then obtained 
in the opium trade, and threats of search had been thrown out by the 
inferior Mandarins. I received an express from Whampoa from the captain 
of the ship, stating suspicious appearances, and expressing the greatest alarm 
in consequence of both his officers having been taken violently ill imme¬ 
diately after their dinner, from which he inferred they had been poisoned. 
I immediately collected what strength I could from the country trade; and, 
before embarking for the spot myself, I waited upon the then chief of the 
British Factory he was my intimate friend, and the sincere friend of all 
British interests. I said, “ I know you can do nothing for me personally, 
who am known to you only as a foreigner : but there is £400,000 sterling of 
British property at Whampoa at this moment in the utmost jeopardy; and 
I put it to you, whether, with such a fleet as you have there, you will allow 
that property to be plundered, and particularly as many lives must be sacri¬ 
ficed in the attempt.” The president of the committee saw clearly the 
difficulty he was placed in ; but being most anxious to render every assist¬ 
ance, he most considerately devised a plan which perfectly satisfied me. 
He said, “ You know as well as I what my orders are respecting opium ; but 
where so much British property is in danger, I will go beyond my orders ; 
I will speak daggers to them, although I dare not use them; in short, I will 
make a demonstration which may be of great service.” He merely con¬ 
certed with me a signal, which should be known between myself and one of 
the Company’s ships at Whampoa. I went down the river with the party 
I had collected, and when we arrived on board the vessel we found the chief 
officer had died ; the second remained ill; the men were all at arms; but 
no symptom having been manifested of an intention on the part of the Chi¬ 
nese to commit aggression, the only use I had occasion to make of the pre¬ 
sident’s kindness, was to obtain surgeons from two of his ships to dissect the 
dead officer; and having done so, we discovered that poison was not the 
cause of his death. We continued a strongly-arined watch however, and 
upon the alert for twenty-four hours. The Chinese either saw that we were 
prepared, or never intended the attack, and the alarm passed over. I have 
known the British Factory to throw impediments in the way of British sub¬ 
jects by sending them away from Canton at an inconvenient season for their 
business; but that was merely the dry exercise of the law, and I never knew 
it wantonly resorted to. 

3043. What, in your opinion, would be the result of the withdrawal of the 

East- 
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East-India Company from China, and of an open trade to that country?— 
I conceive the result would, sooner or later, be a war between England and 
China, accompanied by wide-spread individual ruin; unless the Chinese 
government be previously either coaxed by discreet, or coerced by energetic 
negotiation, into that amicable and reasonable intercourse with other nations, 
which every civilized state is bound by the dictates of nature to cultivate 
with its neighbours. 

3044. Have you, or have you not, understood that the best teas brought 
to Canton were placed at the option of the Company?—In my time I really 
think there was an almost universal concession to that opinion. 

3045. Do you, or do you not, consider that were individual purchasers 
of teas competing with each other to enter the China market instead of one 
great purchaser, the effect of it would be to raise the price of teas in China? 
—Certainly. This would happen in any market on so thorough a change of 
system : but that effect would gradually subside of course, because the higher 
the price was raised, the greater would be the manufacture, and the effect 
would then be a return to remunerative prices only, and thus matters would 
in the end, most probably, find their level. 

3046. Do you consider that were the privileges of the East-India Company 
done away with, the Hong merchants would have more control over the trade, 
or that the trade would be more extended ?—It would be quite a natural 
consequence for the trade to become more extended ; but if the East-India 
monopoly is to be done away with, and the Hong monopoly to continue, it 
involves an absurdity too great to suppose this country could submit to, 
because I have already stated that the East-India Company is a counterpoise 
absolutely necessary to counteract in part, although it must be insufficient to 
balance the Hong monopoly; still all these consequences must mainly depend 
upon the future acts of the Chinese government. 

3047. Do you consider that the British Factory, by resisting attempted 
encroachments of the Chinese government on existing privileges, has or has 
not contributed to the advantage of foreign trade generally?—Most certainly: 
and that is what I conceive to press so cruelly upon the interests of this 
country, because I feel that these advantages to foreign trade are obtained 
at the cost of Great Britain; which trade, I grieve to say, I believe can 
never safely be opened to British industry and enterprize, but under the 
sanction of laws and regulations founded upon previous negotiation. I hold 
that we have hitherto possessed the trade with China on the frail tenure of a 
thread, and on a footing as degrading to the character as it is repugnant to 
the feelings of this nation. I hope to see the day when, as regards our inter¬ 
course with China, England shall follow the dictates of a wiser policy without 
losing sight of the maxims of justice; when the name of the East-India 
Company shall be known but in the past history of the country, and when 
that justly obnoxious term monopoly shall be expunged from the vocabulary 
of this great, enterprizing, industrious, and most commercial people. 

3048. Do 
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II March 1830. 3048, Do you mean by foreign trade, all that trade that is carried on by 

- persons not British subjects?—Clearly; and that is the reason I have stated 

W. S. Davidson, that it is at the cost of England that those advantages have hitherto been 
obtained. 

8049- Have you visited other parts of Asia besides that of Canton ?—I 
have visited all the four Presidencies of India, Malacca, Sincapore, Java, 
New South Wales, many of the Eastern islands ; and I have sailed from India 
up the Red Sea, upon which occasion I landed at Cosseir, and the ship pro¬ 
ceeded to Suez, near the head of that sea. 

3050. Have you any knowledge of the success, or otherwise, of the trade 
which has been carried on between China and the ports of continental Europe 
in American or other foreign vessels?—My knowledgeofit isnot. extensive; but 
I have the results of some such adventures now by me, if the Committee wish 
to hear them. In the spring of 1819, a very fine ship under Dutch colours came 
to Canton ; she was owned by a very intelligent merchant in Holland, a par¬ 
ticular friend of mine, but from motives of expediency was consigned to the 
Dutch Factory at Canton, and not to me. I was of some service to the 
concern, however, and in return the owner sent me a particular statement 
of the result. The ship was loaded with tea, and a small quantity of cassia 
lignea and sugar. Some of the sugar, by the bye, had been collected at 
Siam, where the ship had previou:Jy attempted to obtain a whole cargo, but 
failed. On the return of that ship to Holland there was short of £1,500 
sterling left for her freight, and the owner in transmitting to me the account 
wrote as follows: “ I waited the result of our adventure, hoping to have 
found inducement to repeat it. You will be sorry to learn that in this we 
have been disappointed. This goes by a vessel from Middleburgh, which, 
by proceeding a second time, one would suppose had done well in the first 
adventure ; but the fact I have reason to know is the contrary: and it is 
easy to reconcile this, when I inform you that it is not like ours, a private 
concern, but divided into a great number of shares, and administered by a 
single house, calling themselves book-keepers, who have, no doubt, only a 
small share themselves, and are consequently more than compensated for any 
loss on that share, by a good commission on the whole transaction.” The 
same correspondent, writing a few months afterwards, says, “ Our unfortu¬ 
nate Canton cargo, though sold by us nearly eight months ago, is yet nearly 
all ‘ in nalurd and would now certainly sink from 5,000 to 6,000 pounds 
more than we lost by it.” I can state another adventure about which I 
knew. A French house sent a large ship to China, and the cargo was furnished 
by bills being drawn through my house, and on Bengal. This occurred in 
1819- In December 1820 I saw the owner of that ship in Paris (I had 
been acquainted with the gentleman at Canton when he conducted the 
operation), and he told me that it had brought ruin on all the parties 
concerned. 

3051. Do you consider the mode adopted by the Company of contracting 

for 
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for teas with the Chinese merchants to have been advantageous or dis¬ 
advantageous ?—Highly advantageous for the Company. In proof of which 
1 will state, that I have by me accounts by which I perceive that teas, 
which I purchased in the spring of one year at 34« tales, I readily sold in the 
shipping season at 38, besides interest of money at 12 per cent, per annum; 
for teas I purchased at 36 tales I obtained 50, and for teas I purchased at 
17 tales I got 30. This is but an instance of what I might probably have 
done on a certain scale almost every year I was in China. I will read an 
extract from a letter from my firm to a house in New South Wales, written 
at the time of the Topaze’s stoppage in 1821: “ Within the last fourteen 

days your 3,000 chests of hyson skin have advanced three tales, and were it 
not for our engagement with the ship’ Almorah, we could at this moment 
readily resell and pass 6,250 dollars to your credit: and what the event may 
be when another fortnight has passed by, we cannot tel! ; but we venture to 
predict, that should the Company’s trade be re-opened, the last of their 
twenty-one ships cannot be loaded with good tea; and, on the other hand, 
should circumstances unhappily protract the settlement for months, it is 
notorious that the up-country dealers in that article will be ruined, and the 
regular supply in consequence deranged, whilst you will be safe from com¬ 
petition in the interim by the rigorous blockade already commenced by the 
Company’s authority on country ships bound inwards.” 

3052. Do you consider that, in the ev_ut of an interruption of British 
intercourse with China, tea could be brought in Chinese vessels in any 
quantity, and of good quality, to the islands of the Eastern Archipelago ?— 
My experience can be of no use in answering that question. The thing is 
possible, but I should think the most improbable thing in the world that it 
could be done so as to answer the purpose of England. In the first place, 
the law of China is expressly against it; in the second place, the vessels are 
of that precarious and insecure description, that certainly none but such a 
body as the East-India Company could think of trusting their property 
upon them. When 1 say the East-India Company, I mean that or any other 
such body on which the failure of an enterprize would not bring ruin, be¬ 
cause a company, of course, can venture to hazard what individuals cannot 
do ; but I am satisfied that no individual British merchant would ever have 
thought of resorting to such a desperate expedient in my time. 

3053. Would you consider property of your pwn to be safe in Chinese 
junks, such as navigate the Chinese seas?—Most certainly not. I think I 
am correct when I say that the calculation in my time ran thus: if seven 
junks sail from China to a distant port, one out of the seven was lost; but I 
should say that that calculation is wide of the truth. On recollecting my¬ 
self, I believe the proportion returning is too great; and from what I know 
of their construction, outfit, and manning, (for the only thing good about 
them is their conduction, they have an European, generally a Portuguese 
captain,) I should say that the probable loss of one in five is a better answer 
to the question. The Confusion, from the want of discipline, that prevails 
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on board those junks, prevents the European navigating captain from having 
any authority in times of danger, and therefore all the assistance they de¬ 
rive from him is when they are in the open sea. 

3054. Have you heard that the losses sustained by some individuals 
during the great fire at Canton were made good by the Chinese ?—Yes; I 
have heard so. I do -not call to mind having heard from what source that 
was; at the same time, I can have no doubt from whence the indemnifica¬ 
tion came. It was from the consoo fund, which fund is formed by a direct 
tax on the foreign trade: it is a very secret fund; but I have reason to 
think it is levied more often upon the imports than the exports, consequently 
the Americans, who brought a large portion of dollars in my time, did not 
pay their quota to it. There is another peculiarity about the consoo fund, 
which is, that when once any article is made tributary to it, which will 
happen in the origin for a particular purpose, it does not follow that when 
that particular purpose shall be answered the tax on such article shall be 
released, consequently it is the most anti-commercial, oppressive, and infa¬ 
mous tax imaginable. 

3055. By whom is this tax imposed ; by the Hong merchants, or by the 
Viceroy at Canton ?—No doubt bv the advice, and certainly with the conni¬ 
vance of the Hong merchants. I have often discussed it with them, when 
they perfectly acknowledged the justness of my animadversions upon it. It 
is the same description of abuse which would prevail in other countries if 
submitted to ; and I think there is a good deal of analogy between that and 
what is actually taking place at this moment in this country ; I allude to the 
fact of Mr. Pitt, and other ministers of the day, having formerly raised the 
salaries of all public functionaries on the plea of the great dearness of provi¬ 
sions and other necessaries of life ; and now we see how difficult it is to 
obtain a reduction, although it be quite notorious that £1,000 well hus¬ 
banded, will go almost as far as £1,500 did formerly in the maintenance of 
a large family. 

3056. By whom is the consoo fund managed ?—By the Hong merchants; 
at least, we know of no other party in the affair. 

3057. Should you consider such remuneration of losses sustained by fire 
as any proof of an amicable disposition of the Chinese government ?—Most 
certainly not. They had -nothing to do with it, I believe; but the Hong 
merchants must have found it convenient at the moment to pay off a few 
clamorous applicants, and they would immediately indemnify themselves out 
of the consoo fund. 

3058. You mentioned the case of a Dutch ship having obtained a partial 
cargo at Siam, but was not able to obtain the whole: what prevented its 
obtaining the whole cargo ; was it a political cause, or a commercial cause ? 

_I understood at the time that the chief difficulties had been thrown in the 

way of the enterprize by the public authorities; but the gentleman who 

conducted 
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conducted the ship, one of the most intelligent men I ever knew, considered 
it would be a fruitless attempt to repeat. 

30.59. Was it on account of the place being unfit for commerce that no 
good adventure could be made there, or was it a fruitless attempt, in his 
opinion, from the obstruction put by the government?—I should say pro¬ 
bably both, as well as my recollection guides me. I have no information 
respecting Siam but general information. 

3060. You stated what that Dutch ship was freighted with from Canton 
homewards, what was the cargo outwards from Europe ?—She brought 
dollars to Siam, which she calculated would have been sufficient to have 
invested the cargo in which she was in search of: but having failed there, 
and coming to Canton, the cargo she took home was more valuable, and the 
consignees were obliged to supply that deficiency by bills on Europe. 

8001. You stated that there was a loss by the homeward voyage; was 
there a loss upon the whole adventure, or merely upon the return voyage ? 
—I think, from the tenour of my friend’s letter I have read, there is no 
doubt it was a losing adventure upon the whole. But I stated in my former 
answer, not that there was a loss, but that only about £1,500 was left as 
freight to the ship. 

8062. Is that the only adventure which, during your time in China, you 
knew of to Siam?—It was the only adventure I ever knew much of; and 
not having originated in China (for the ship came to Canton after making 
the fruitless attempt), I did not collect so much information about it as I 
should otherwise have done; that is to say, my curiosity was not so much 
excited, 

3068. Do you know of any other foreigner who attempted voyages to 
Siam ?—I do not. 

3064. Or to any other part of Cochin China ?—None whatever, but what 
I read of in the popular history of that country. 

3065. You have stated, as the result of your experience in the trade of 
China, that you hoped to see the time when the trade of that country should 
be put upon a footing which you would consider more consonant to the in¬ 
terests and dignity of this country, by which all monopoly would be done 
away; have the goodness to state to the Committee what your idea is of this 
perfect state of the trade with China which you should wish to see esta¬ 
blished ?—In doing so, I feel that I must consider China as a civilized nation ; 
and I therefore can entertain no doubt that vigorous negociation would 
obtain Great Britain all the privileges she can seek to enjoy in such a distant 
and peculiar country. The only basis on which, I think, the trade with that 
country could be carried on with safety to this country, and with comfort to 
the individuals who embark, is that of a treaty of commerce, wherein the 
duties of the foreigners who visit China shall be clearly and distinctly defined, 
wherein their rights, in return, shall be acknowledged, and the whole con¬ 
nexion proceed upon the sanction of such laws and regulations as I cannot 
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doubt (it being always assumed that China is civilized) this country is in a 
state to exact. At the present moment the government of China admit us 
to hold intercourse with them. We take to them those articles which they 
require, and we receive in return the surplus of their productions ; a state of 
things which I hold to be the most wholesome and consonant possible with 
the interests of both countries ; and I read in an author of celebrity, under 
the head of “ Right of all nations against one that openly despises justice/’ 
that “ if by her constant maxims, and by the whole tenour of her conduct, 
she evidently proves herself to be actuated by that mischievous disposition, if 
she regards no right as sacred, the safety of the human race requires she 
should be repressed;” and again, “ to despise justice in general is doing an 
injury to all nations.” Vattel is my authority. 

3066. And you are of opinion that this better state of things in China might 
be brought about by a more, vigorous exercise of authority on the part of 
this country ?—I do not entertain a doubt of it. 

3067. Do you think it might be brought about by a mere withholding of 
trade, or that it would require any more vigorous measure to produce it ?— 
I consider that a vigorous negociation, accompanied by a threat that the 
King of England would no longer consent to hold intercourse with China 
on the degrading footing on which it has hitherto been carried on, would 
altogether alter the tone of the government of Pekin. 

3068. Are you of opinion that the Company have generally assumed too 
tame a tone in their communications with the Chinese authorities?—By no 
means. I am quite of a different opinion ; and I think it w'ould have been 
much better had the East-India Company instructed their servants in China 
what they were to do, and what they were not to do, and not left them such 
a dangerous discretion as has hitherto been vested in them. I take for 
granted in this answer, that the East-India Company in London would have 
done so in concert with His Majesty’s Government, and I think it would 
have been wise for all parties to consider long ago what was best to be de¬ 
termined upon, instead of leaving individual traders at the daily risk of the 
loss of all their property. 

3069. But you are of opinion that, either by the Crown or by the Com¬ 
pany, some attempt should be made to put the trade with the Chinese upon 
a different footing from that on which it now stands ?—Certainly, by the 
Crown, 

3070. And you think that would be practicable ?—I have no doubt 
of it. 

3071. And being effected, you are of opinion that it would be for the 
interest of this country that the monopoly of the China trade should be 
done away?—Certainly. 

3072. And that the trade, under such circumstances, could be conducted 
with more advantage to the country ?—Certainly; it being taken for granted, 

however, 
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however, that when the English monopoly is done away, which should be 
subsequent to the negociation, the Chinese Hong monopoly in its present 
mischievous operation should be stipulated to cease. 

3073. How long is it since you left China ?—I left China in the month of 
February 1822. 

3074. You have spoken of the number of Chinese junks that were lost; by 
whom are the junks freighted?—By Chinese usually. 

3075. 'What do those cargoes generally consist of?—Such articles as find 
a sale in Java and the neighbouring islands, principally, I believe, for the 
use of the Chinese settlers in those part?, who are very numerous ; teas, silks, 
nankeens, sugar-candy, and so forth. 

SO 76 . What are the principal ports to which they resort?—Batavia is the 
very principal one ; at Malacca, and Sincapore, and Manilla, they are con¬ 
stantly seen ; at Banca, at various ports in Borneo, and even, I believe, as 
distant as the Archipelago of Celebes and the Gulph of Carpentaria, on the 
north coast of New Holland. 

3077- Can you form any estimate of the amount of trade carried on be¬ 
tween Canton and the Eastern Isles ?—No, I cannot form any exact, or even 
approximate estimate of it. 

3078. If it should be found impracticable to coerce the Chinese government 
in the manner you have stated, do you think the mode in which the trade is 
carried on now is the most beneficial and secure ?—Unquestionably, if I con¬ 
nect the beneficial with the secure consideration. 

3079- It is presumed that the vigorous negociation you recommend must, 
of course, be accompanied with a commensurate naval force to carry it into 
effect with success?—I should think there is ample time to try a much 
milder mode of negociation, before the period will arrive when it is abso¬ 
lutely necessary to adopt the last measure. 

3080. Supposing that, by negociation of any description, success could 
not be obtained in that object, do you think that what is called the Company’s 
monopoly is necessary to counterbalance the Hong monopoly ?—I have 
already, in my answer to one of the questions, stated that such is my decided 
and unequivocal opinion. 

3081. What is your opinion of the profit and loss that has taken place in 
the country trade between China and India since 1813 ?—I should suppose 
it has been much less profitable than formerly. 

3082. Has it been upon the whole a profitable trade ?—-What it has been 
since 1822 I cannot speak at all; but during the last three or four years of 
my residence in China 1 fear that it was, upon the whole, the contrary. 

3083. Were not the embassies carried on by Lord Macartney and Lord 
Amherst with a view of establishing commercial relations between China and 
England ?—I always understood so. 
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3084. Can you state to the Committee any reason why those embassies 
did not succeed in their object ?—Because they never professed to be but 
complimentary embassies, and therefore were not calculated to succeed with 
the Chinese government. 

3085. Had they stated their distinct object to be that of commerce, is it 
your opinion, from the knowledge you have of the character of the Chinese 
government, that they would have been received at all ?—They certainly 
would not have been more likely to be received into the imperial presence 
had they stated such, than in the manner in which they went, which was of 
all things the most complimentary to the government of China. 

3086. When you stated that you expected successful results from a more 
vigorous negociation, did you contemplate coercion by war ?—I stated, I 
think, in a former answer, that what I meant by coercion in the first instance, 
was a threat that the King of England could no longer tolerate the de¬ 
graded state of vassalage in which his subjects were held in China, without 
privileges, without protection, without safety, either to persons or property. 

308'/. Do you think that such threat, unaccompanied with force, would 
produce the effect which you expect upon the government of China?—I 
confess I must entertain doubts whether it would. 

3088. Then your ultimate view would be, that, supposing such an attempt 
were to be made by the King of England, that that attempt in its ultimate 
result must contemplate the sending a force, and in fact, going to war ?— 
That is just the point to which I come, provided J. be justified in stating, 
what I believe I have already done in a previous answer, that the common 
right of all civilized states to insist on holding reasonable intercourse with 
each other, is acknowledged by the best writers on the law of nations. 

3089. Putting the right out of the question, what rational expectation 
would be formed of any warfare carried on against a nation of a population 
so immense ?—During many years’ residence in China, the subject was con¬ 
stantly discussed. We had the information derived from the first embassy 
as well as from the last, and I never heard any man who had given his mind 
to the subject, but came to this conclusion, that although the population of 
China may be 250,000,000, 20,000 British troops might march from Canton 
to Pekin at any moment without hindrance or molestation. 

3090. Are you of opinion that it would be consistent with justice that 
the English nation should march an army of 20,000 men from Canton to 
Pekin, merely because the government of China do not confer upon British 
subjects those commercial advantages to which you think they are justly 
entitled?—It is not commercial advantages that I have ever said I would 
make war to contend for ; but if the Emperor of China permits, as he has 
done, Englishmen to reside within his dominions for the purposes of trade, 
I think it is his duty to protect them, to foster that trade, and to see that 
his officers do justice to those who are enterprizing enough to undertake it, 
and to rely upon his imperial protection and hospitality. 
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3091. If foreigners settle in any country for the purpose of commerce, 
or for any other purpose, is not one of the conditions on which they reside in 
such country an obedience to the laws, and a conformity with the customs 
of that country?—Certainly. 

3092. Are there any roads from Canton to Pekin for troops to march on ? 
—1 really do not know, but there is on modern maps a distinct tract of Lord 
Amherst’s route from Pekin to Canton. I have such a map in an atlas in 
my own possession. 

3093. Have you ever seen any Chinese maps of the road ?—I think not. 

3094. Do you conceive that a commercial treaty with China would be best 
negotiated by the East-India Company, or by an ambassador, or any other 
party directly accredited by the Crown ?— By an ambassador direct from the 
Crown. 

Mr. ABRAHAM DIXON again called in, and examined. 

3095. The witness requests he may be allowed to answer the following 
question, which was put to him on his former examination, on Tuesday the 
9 th of Match instant:—What was the number of cloths exported by the 
free-traders in the year ending the 5th of January 1828?—Of British 
woollens, 30,289 pieces, and of Foreign 552; together, 30,841 pieces. In 
the 60,555 pieces, which I before stated to have been shipped in the 
following year, is included 1,414 pieces of foreign woollen cloth. This 
quantity of 30,555 pieces, exported by the free-traders to India alone, to the 
four ports only to which they have access, exceeds that of the East-India 
Company to both India and China, during the period, by fiftv per cent.; 
their export, according to the papers laid before the House of Commons, 
having only been 20,370 pieces, in which, I believe, is included the cloth for 
the use of the army. 

3096. You have stated that you had been engaged as a Blackwell,hall 
factor till the year 1822 in London, and that you are now engaged in the 
woollen trade as a manufacturer at Leeds?—1 stated that I am now a foreign 
commission agent, and have been so for several years past at Leeds and in 
Huddersfield. 

3097- What was the name of your house in London ?—Abraham Dixon 
and Company, and previous to that, John Thomas and Company. 

v ^ ia *- * s ^e firm of the house with which you are connected in 

Yorkshire?—I have no partner; ! have been alone for some years. 

3099. Have you been in the habit of supplying the Company with broad, 
cloths -During the time that I resided in London frequently, 

8100. What is the process by which the Company buy those goods ?—By 
public tender and contract. ® 3 

™ ^ ou an y difficulty in the dealings you had with the Com¬ 
pany ?—No. ' 
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3102. Are you aware that the Company buy their goods under a bye-law ? 
-—I am not aware of that. 

3103. Did you find that the Company fulfilled their engagements faith¬ 
fully and honourably with you ?—Perfectly so. 

3104. You stated that there were certain fees forming a part of the con¬ 
tract, were they fixed fees or arbitrary fees?-They were always stated in 
the notice of the tender for the contract as fixed fees. 

3105. Were there not fines imposed upon parties who failed to deliver a 
proper article ?—'There were. 

3106. Have you ever been subject to those fines?—During my trans¬ 
actions with the Company I do not recollect that I ever had to pay one fine; 
but if I had, it was of a very trifling amount. 

3107. Have you had any facilities given you by the Company, such as 
receiving money on discount before it was due? Not dming the time that 
I resided in London, but perhaps my partners might; but I am not aware of 
the fact. 

3108. Are you aware that the Company are often in the habit of giving 
those facilities to persons with whom they trade ?—I believe they do so when 
applied to for that purpose. 

3109. Do you consider that an advantage ?■—Certainly it is an advantage. 

3110. Do you apprehend that this mode of contract is disadvantageous to 
the Company ?—I think so. 

3111. In what respect ?—In consequence of the fines and of the rejections, 
many houses are deterred from entering into the contracts: indeed many 
houses, to my knowledge, would not enter into the business at all, in con- 
sequence of the danger of rejections and being subject to fines. 

3112. Did you refuse to supply the Company when you were engaged in 
that trade whenever an opportunity offered ?—If those fines had not been 
imposed, we should have gone to a greater extent in our tenders for cloth to 
the East-India Company. 

3113. But, to a certain extent, you were always willing to engage with the 
Company ?—When we had not other employment for our manufactories in 

Yorkshire. 

3114 Have you any means of knowing whether the Company have 
always thrice the quantity of goods offered to them for which they have 
occasion ?——I believe that is frequently the case. 

3115. Do you think that is any proof of the disadvantage that the manu¬ 
facturers labour under in dealing with the Company ?—-There are always 
people that are desirous of doing business. They would tender at a high 

price, that would cover the risk of fines and rejections. 
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3116. Are you aware that the Company take the lowest tender?—I 
believe they do. 

3117. Have manufacturers access to the Company’s samples, and are you 
furnished with portions when you desire to see them ?—Yes. 

3118. You stated that the overlookers are very strict in their examination, 
and there is no appeal from them ?—So it is stated in the contracts. 

3119. Are you aware that the Company occasionally take goods at a small 
reduction of price, which are not equal to the standard, in order to liivour 
the manufacturers ?—They do, I believe, sometimes. 

3120. Were you engaged formerly with Hamburg and Amsterdam, and 
other places in Europe ?—Yes. 

3121. And vou had also an establishment in the United States of America? 
—I had. 

3122. Have you withdrawn from those establishments?—Yes. 

SI23. For what reason ?—In the year 1826, the firm in London to which 
I belonged was unfortunate in business. 

3124. To what causes do you attribute your losses in trade ?—It arose 
from bad debts, made chiefly in this country, arising principally from our 
banking or agency business in London, in consequence of the great depre- 
ciation°in the value of every description of property in 1825 and 1826. 

3125. Was your trade to America profitable ?—Yes. 

3126. Were the dealings you had with the Company profitable, or other¬ 
wise p—To the best of my knowledge they were profitable. 

3127. Are you at present interested in the house of Joshua iaylor & 
Co. ?—No, not for many years past; not since 1822. 

3128. Do you happen to know whether they have many dealings with the 
Company ?—I believe they have. 

3129. Are you aware of what became of the cloths that the Company 
rejected when you supplied them with a quantity, and when some were 
rejected ?—• About the year 1812 or 1815, or rather previous to the year 
1815, they were generally sold to the Mogadore merchants ^ since that they 
have been chiefly sold to the private traders for India and China. 

3130. At any reduction in price ?—Sometimes they have been sold at a 
reduction of price, and sometimes at an advance of price. Indeed, some or 
the cloths have been sent to America, and sold there to American China 
merchants. 

3131. Were they sold at a reduction in price?-—I believe generally those 
which were sent to America were sold at a profit. 

3132. Are the Committee to understand that those that were sold and 

went to America realized to the manufacturer a larger price than the Com¬ 
pany would have given for them?—I am now only speaking of those we 
1 J 2 S manufac- 
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manufactured ourselves: they brought a larger price in America, but in 
London they were generally sold at a loss. For many years, the rule in 
disposing of articles of that description was to deduct from the cost of the 
day the cost charged by the Company for dyeing; that is, the cloth was sold 
dyed at the same price as if the cloth had been white, and then there was a 
considerable loss. 

3133. As you reside at Leeds, does it happen to fall within your know¬ 
ledge, that when an application was made to the Company to relieve the 
distresses in the neighbourhood of Leeds, circulars were sent round, and 
offers were made to the Company to supply cloths to an extent much beyond 
their demand ?—I am not aware of that. 

3134. Are you aware what is the comparative cost price of woollen cloth 
in Leeds and.in the West of England ?—There has not been minch difference; 
but I believe the Leeds cloths are a little cheaper. 

3135. Then you are not aware that, in this particular instance, the Glou¬ 
cestershire or West of England clothiers have undersold the Leeds manufac¬ 
turers ?—I am not. 

8136. Are you not aware of the fact of the Company having always offers 
for twice or thrice the quantity of goods that they have occasion for?—Not 
that that is always the case; that it is so sometimes, I have understood. 

3137. Are the Committee to infer, that the Company’s mode of business 
is encouraging to the manufacturer, by the quantity of goods that they 
offer?—It would appear so from that. 

3138. Should you not conceive that a demand, equal in amount to the 
Company’s demand for cloth, by the private trade, would be equally bene¬ 
ficial to this country as the Company’s demand ?—Certainly. 

3139. Can you inform the Committee why the cost of the dyeing of the 
different colours in Yorkshire and in London differs so much, the material of 
dyeing being the same?—I believe the cause of the difference is chiefly this $ 
the comparative small expense of coals in Yorkshire, and of rents and wages 
to servants ; and also, for a number of years, the London dyers have been 
in the habit of charging much larger profits than the Yorkshire dyers are 
willing to do their business at. 

3140. Are there many private manufacturers who dye in London ?—I 
am not aware of any manufacturers living in London who dye in London, 
except the East-India Company; but there are a number of woollen ware¬ 
housemen in London who occasionally have cloths dyed with the London 
dyers. 

3141. Is there any other large company in London that export any thing 
like the quantity which the East-India Company do, and if so, do they dye 
in London ?—The only public body that I am aware of is the Hudson’s Com¬ 
pany, who buy 400 or 500, perhaps 600 or 700 pieces of cloth every year, 

and 
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and I believe they have them dyed in London, at least they had some years 11 March 1830 
ago; whether they continue it or not I do not know. —— 

8142. Is that a company having also exclusive privileges ?—Yes. 

8143. Are the private individuals that have their cloths dyed in London, 
generally speaking, connected with the North or with the West of England?-— 

With both ; but they will never have them dyed in London if time will allow 
of their having them dyed in the country. 

3144. Do you know what proportion the cloths bought by the East-India 
Company in Yorkshire bear to the cloths bought by them elsewhere ?—I 
do not. 

3145. You were understood to state, that the risk of fines charged by the 
East-India Company, necessarily increases the price at which manufacturers 
can afford to sell to them as compared with private merchants Yes. 

3146. Then the higher price which the East-India Company are stated to 
give, does not act as an encouragement to the manufacturer, but only covers 
the increased risk ?—Exactly so. 

3147. Did you mention all the fines charged upon the rejected goods ?—I 
omitted mentioning that which is levied upon the manufacturer in case the 
cloth should be rejected or delayed in the delivery, that is from 10s. to 20s. 
each cloth. 


3148. Are not those conditions in the Company’s contracts intended to 
secure a perfect investment ?—I believe that is the object. 

3149. Do you think they have that tendency ?—I have no doubt but they 
have. 

SI50. But at a higher price ?—At a higher price. 

3151. You stated, that when those rejected cloths were sold to individuals, 
the practice was to sell a dyed article at the same price as a white article; 
will you state what proportion the cost of dyeing is to the prime cost ?— 
Some years ago the cost of dyeing was not so much in proportion to the price 
of cloth as it is at present, and I can only state the present relative values. 
There are a variety of colours and they vary ; the white cloth would cost 
£6. 6s., and the cost of dyeing it blue would be £2. Us. 6r/. I should state 
in explanation, that the west-country manufacturers gave their factor, or at 
least gave me when I was a factor, the liberty of disposing of the rejections 
at the rate of which I am now speaking, but to do better if I could. 

3152. Then the practice was to abate from the cloth the price of dyeing, 
which, under the circumstances stated by you, is about 83 per cent.?—Yes; 
I ought perhaps to state, in addition to what I have stated, that formerly, 
cloth which now costs six guineas cost about £20. I have not been in the 
trade lately ; there may be an alteration; the manufacturer's may not at this 
time be willing to make such a sacrifice ; indeed, so great a sacrifice as that 
would not be necessary now. 
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3153. When the cloth cost that price, was the dyeing proportionably 
high ?—By no means. 

3154*. Do not the Company’s tenders vary very much from each other 
from time to time?—In the different descriptions of cloth they do, but not 
for the same description of cloth ; they have been very much the same for 
each description of cloth for many years; I believe since 1813 or 1814. 

3155. What is burling, for which a charge appears to be made on the part 
of the Company ?—Burling is the operation of picking out any foreign sub¬ 
stance which may adhere to the cloth. 

3156. What is the charge made by the cloth drapers of the Company for 
burling on super cloths?—2s. per piece. 

3157. What is the amount of the fee upon that species of cloth ?— (hi 
per cloth. 

3158. Have you a copy of one of the Company’s contracts for cloths?— 
There are three different descriptions of contracts for the different descrip¬ 
tions of articles, I have one here which is dated on the 15th of April 1829» 
which is the notice of a tender or contract for 2,000 whole pieces; of white 
list cloths, that is, cloth used for the army in India. 

3159* Will you deliver in that contract?— 

[The witness delivered in the same, which is as follows ;] 

iC Gentlemen : East-India House, \bth April , 1829. 

“ I have the orders of the Committee of Buying and Warehouses of the East- 
India Company to acquaint you, that the Committee are ready to consider tenders 
for supplying white list cloths A, to be delivered on or at any time before the 31st 
of July 1829. The quantity wanted is about two thousand whole cloths. 

“ 2. The quality of the cloth must be equal to the Company’s standard sample 
A. Each cloth must be of the length of forty-eight yards, and be six quarters wide 
within the list; must weigh 66 lbs., and have no dyed head. Intending con¬ 
tractors will take especial notice, that these conditions will be strictly required to 
be fulfilled Positive orders are given to the Company’s overlookers not to pass 
any cloths of inferior wool, or worse weaving than the standard sample. The cloths 
must not be pressed. 

“ 3. Each cloth must be made with a dyed middle mark, which middle mark 
must be placed exactly in the centre of the cloth ; and dyed with indigo, and not 
logwood. All cloths of which the two halves shall have been separated will be re-, 
jected; as will all cloths of which the list may be unduly heavy or wide. 

iS 4. Every piece must be fit to be dyed Aurora; and the attention of the manu¬ 
facturer is in an especial manner called to this circumstance. 

“ 5. In case any of the cloths shall not be delivered within the time specified 
in the first clause, or, having been delivered and rejected, shall not be replaced 
with approved cloths within the period stated in the same clause, the contractor 
shall pay to the Company,'as and by way of liquidated damages, the sum of ten 
shillings for each cloth which shall so not be delivered or replaced. The con¬ 
tractor must he careful to make early deliveries, in order that he may replace 
any rejections within the time limited; or he may send in a surplus to meet the 
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contingency of rejections; but this must be done on or before the day appointed jj March 1830. 
for the completion of the contract. —- 

“ 6. The goods will be subject, as usual, to the inspection of the Company’s Mr. A. Dixrn . 
overlookers, whose decision shall be final. 

“7. Payment will be made upon Thursday the 24th of September 1829, de¬ 
ducting the liquidated damages, if incurred, and the usual office-fee of sixpence 
per whole cloth. Contractors are also requested to take notice, that the sum which 
| J8S been paid to the cloth drawers for burling, viz. one shilling, is not to be paid 
directly, as heretofore, to those persons; but the same sum will be received by the 
Company for and on account of the cloth-drawers, and will be deducted from the 
manufacturer’s bill of parcels. 

« 8. Cloths which may be found by the dyer, at the time of washing, or in pre¬ 
paration, to be defective, shall be immediately replaced by the maker with good 
cloths, and the maker shall pay the amount of all charges incurred ; but the Com¬ 
mittee distinctly give notice, that if it shall be discovered that any person has dis¬ 
guised jak-stained cloths with fullers-earth, whitening, or other substances, so as 
to deceive the Company’s overlookers, the Company will not enter into any future 
engagements with such person, although he may offer goods at a low price. And 
as it often happens that cloths prove unfit for consignment to India upon then- 
final inspection in the Company’s warehouse, after being dyed, owing to some 
original defect in the cloths not before discoverable, it is hereby made a condition, 
that the maker shall repay to the Company the cost of such cloths, with all charges; 
such defective cloths being, after payment, returned to the maker. 

“ 9. Complaints having been made by the overlookers of the foul and hurley 
state in which cloths are" often found after dyeing, owiug to neglect in manu¬ 
facturing; such cloths will be returned upon the manufacturer, who will be 
required 5 to repay to the Company the value thereof, with all charges incurred 
thereon. 

“ 10. Very material inconvenience having been experienced from the imperfect 
manner in which the cloths are marked and numbered, it is the particular desire of 
the Committee that each maker cause his name and the number to be worked into 
the cloth in a very distinct manner, with linen or cotton thread, and the Christian 
name must be put at full length. The Committee will return to the manufacturer 
any cloths which may be found defective in these points. 

“ 11. No charge is to be made for carriage to London, nor for cartage to the 
Company’s warehouse ; the cloths will not be taken into the warehouse in whole 
bales, but be unpacked in the warehouse yard, and counted singly into the ware¬ 
house. The wrappers must be taken back immediately, as the Company will not 
be answerable for them. 

« 12. Each maker must name an agent in London, to deliver the cloths, to take 
back the rejected goods, to make out bills of parcels, and to do all other needful 
business. 

“ 13. If the maker shall not find it convenient to receive the payments himself, 
he must give a regular power of attorney to some agent to receive the proceeds. 

14, Should it suit you to make an offer, you will please to attend to these 
conditions, which will be strictly observed on the part of the Committee; and you 
will please to adopt the annexed form of a letter, without any variation. 

** 15. If your answer shall not be received at the office of the Committee of 
Iluying anti Warehouses in the East-India House before 11 o’clock of Wednesday 
the 29th April 1829, you will be considered to have declined to manufacture lor 
the Company at the present time. Many persons not having been careful to send 
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in their offers at or before the time appointed, it is positively ordered that no 
tender be received after the above-mentioned hour ; and it is desirable that manu¬ 
facturers, having delivered a tender previous to the time limited, should abide 
thereby, and not cancel or alter the same by any new letter, such practice being 
highly objectionable. 

« 16. All goods which may be delivered in consequence of the present circular, 
will lie at the Company’s risk in case of the calamity of fire. 

“ 17. The Committee reserve to themselves the right to reject any proposals 
which they may deem to be unreasonable, although such proposals may appear to 
be the lowest and most advantageous which may be offered. 

“ 18. All persons making tenders are required to seal up their tender, addressed 
to the Committee of Buying and Warehouses, and to write upon the outside, 
c Tender for white list cloths' 

I am, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

Wv. Simons.’" 



3160. Will you state what conditions in that paper you consider objection¬ 
able, and which tend to increase the price of the article ?—The sixth, 
eighth, twelfth, and thirteenth clauses. 

3161. The sixth is,; that “the goods will be subject as usual to the inspec¬ 
tion of the Company’s overlookers, whose decision shall be final what 
objection have you to that ?—There is no appeal from it. 

3162. What is your objection to the eighth?—The eighth clause is, that 
“ cloths which may be found by the dyer at the time of washing, or in prepa¬ 
ration, to be defective, shall be immediately replaced by the maker with good 
cloths, and the maker shall pay the amount of all charges incurred.” 

3163. Do you consider that unreasonable ?—No, I should not consider it 
unreasonable in itself; but circumstances have taken place, arising out of 
this, which have been very objectionable. I have known cloths sent back 
by the dyer, and the faults which were pointed out as being in them, I am 
very certain took place in the dye-house, and were not in the cloths when 
they went to be dyed ; but it would be a most difficult matter to prove it. 

3164. Are the cloths inspected after dyeing ?—They are inspected pre¬ 
vious to dyeing; but it was so difficult a matter to bring it home to the dyer, 
that the manufacturer was obliged to take the cloth and submit to the loss. 

3165. Then you object to the double inspection ?—Yes. 

3166. What is the next objectionable clause ?—The eighth clause goes on 
to say, “ But the Committee distinctly give notice, that if it shall be dis¬ 
covered that any person has disguised oak-stained cloths with fuller’s earth, 
whitening, or any other substances, so as to deceive the Company’s over¬ 
looker, the Company will not enter into any future engagements with such 
person, although he niay offer goods at a low price. And as it often 
happens that cloths prove unfit for consignment to India upon their final 
inspection in the Company’s warehouse after being dyed, owing to some 
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original defect in the cloths not before discoverable, it is hereby made 
a condition that the maker shall repay to the Company the cost of such 
cloths, with all charges, such defective cloths being after payment returned 
to the maker.” Now, I have known instances where cloths have been 
suffered by the dyer to remain in his possession before they were sent to 
be tendered, and during that period they have shrunk up so much that it 
was impossible to get them out to their original width, and in consequence 
of that cloths were returned to the manufacturers, whereas if the dyer had 
sent them to the setter to be tendered immediately, that would have been 
avoided. 

3167. Did you find these grievances the last time you dealt with the 
Company ?—I found them occasionally. 

3168. But you continued to supply the Company notwithstanding you 
felt those grievances?—Certainly. 

3169. Will you state your objection to the twelfth clause ?—The twelfth 
is, “ Each maker must name an agent in London to deliver the cloths, to 
take back the rejected goods, to make out bills of parcels, and to do all 
other needful business.” There is nothing objectionable in that on the part 
of the manufacturer, so long as the Company are willing to pay the addi¬ 
tional price for the goods. 

3170. Your objection is, that he is obliged to add to the value of the 
cloths that which he pays for agency under that commission?—Yes. 
The thirteenth is, “If the maker shall not find it convenient to receive the 
payments himself, he must give a regular power of attorney to some agent 
to receive the proceeds;” that power of attorney is also attended with 
expense, which the private traders are not subject to. 

3171. Do not the Company permit any person who is named by the 
manufacturer as agent to deliver a charge of his goods, to receive payment 
for you if you wish ?—Not without a power of attorney. 

3() 31 ^ 2 ' is tlie ex P ense a P ower °f attorney?—! think it is about 

3173. On those occasions on which you contracted with the Company, 
could you have supplied another party besides the Company with cloths of 
the same quality at three per cent, less than you did the Company ?—Yes. 

3174. You would have done it ?—My house in Yorkshire would have 
done it, because they would not have been subject to the charge made in 
London. 

3175. Do you mean to say that you would have sold the cloths in York¬ 
shire at three per cent, less, or that you would have delivered them in 
London at three per cent. ?—Either, it makes no difference. 

3176. Would you have delivered them in London to another party at 
three per cent, less ?—Yes. 

3177. Then 
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3177- Then the risk of receiving a bad article would be transferred from 
you to the purchaser of the goods?—Yes. 

3178. Is it sufficient to give one general power to your attorney in 
London to receive money for you, or must there be a special power for each 
contract ?—Not for each contract. 

3179. So that one general power enables your agent in London to act 
for you for ever?—For ever, so long as he continues your agent. 

3180. Do not you conceive that one of the great hardships in the 
inspection of the Company’s overlookers is this, that in dealing with private 
individuals both parties concur in forming a judgment upon any dispute as 
to quality, whereas in the case of the Company they are obliged to abide by 
their decision without any referee of their own ? Yes. 

3181. Are you not aware that those overlookers are persons trained up 
from boyhood to manhood in the business, and that their character is 
established by long practice ?—Yes. 

3182. Do you know any instances in which they have been complained 
of, or considered as dealing unfairly with the manufacturers ?—During the 
time I had transactions with the Company, I never had occasion to complain 
in any one instance, 

3183. And you thought the inspectors dealt fairly between the nianu- 
facturers and the Company ?—Yes, 

3184. Were you obliged to give any fees to them for inspection ? No. 

3185. Do you consider that the character of the trade requires so strict a 
scrutiny into the quality of the goods as the East-India Company make? 1 
should think not. 

3186. Is it not the case, that cloths furnished for army purposes, and 
delivered to the storekeeper, pass through the same ordeal, and there is no 
appeal from that expert as it is called ?—No, the ordeal is not the same; 
they do not impose any fines upon rejections. 

3187. On what term of credit do you sell to individuals?—Fhat depends 
upon the agreement made with the party at the time ; sometimes for cash, 
sometimes they buy at two, or four, or even six months, or even longer 
than that. 

3188. When you sell at a credit of three months, what would you charge 
upon the del credere account to indemnify you for the risk ?—4 manufac¬ 
turer selling goods does not consider that lie is running a risk adequate to 
paying any del credere commission for it, in selecting parties whom he 
thinks are perfectly safe. 

3189. Do you mean to say, that if you sell merchandize to parties at 
three months’ credit, you should consider the value of the risk as nothing 
of their stopping payment?—No ; I should not say so. 

3190. What do you consider the value is?—The value might be one percent. 

J 3191. Should 
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3191. Should you consider that you were incurring a risk of one per cent, 
if you sold your merchandize to the Company?—No, I should not. 

8192. Then it may be assumed, that it is one per cent, more to your 
advantage to sell to the Company so far as that goes ?—Yes. 

3193. Supposing you were to sell goods upon the average of customers at 
six months’ credit, would not you consider the guarantee of bad debts to 
be worth three per cent.?—Two and a half or three per cent., selling them 
at six months* credit. 

3194). Supposing you were in regular dealings with a house of great 
respectability and credit, should you think it necessary to charge a per¬ 
centage upon the cloth delivered because there was not immediate payment ? 
—Not beyond the interest. 

3195. When you stated that there would be a difference of three per cent, 
charged to the Company upon the cloth delivered to them above that supply 
to private merchants, did you then contemplate cloths in a white state, or 
in a dyed state ?—In both ; but I think I stated three or four per cent. 

3196. If you made your sale to a house of substance and character in 
London, or if you had a credit assigned to you on any banker in London, 
should you think, in that case, that the risk of debt would be equal to two 
or three per cent. ?—Certainly not. 

3197* When you speak of the del credere with respect to the manufacturing- 
trade, are you not rather speaking of the risk attending the selling to an 
ordinary retailer of manufactured goods ?—I considered the question to 
apply to the general risk of business. 


Znince, 15° die Martii, 1830. 

Mr. ABRAHAM DIXON, being in attendance, was again called in, 
when he requested permission to give in the following explanation to his 
former evidence. 

The Statement which I gave in my evidence to this Committee on 
Tuesday last, the 9th day of March instant, in regard to the falling-off in the 
East-IndiaCompany’s exports of woollens to China, though correct, is not 
sufficiently explicit; for I find, on closer examination, that it would have 
given a better idea of their real situation to have made other divisions of 
time in taking the annual averages, which would have shown, as the truth 
is, that since 1819-20 the consumption of British woollens in China has 
increased. I now beg to deliver in a Statement, showing this to be the case. 
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f The witness delivered in the same , which was read as follows .•] 
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« From the years 1809-10 to 1813-14, both inclusive, the average 
number of pieces of woollens imported into Canton by the East-India 

Company was ....... ........ J teces 248,C ) 

ft From 1814-15 to 1819-20, the average for these five years was only 16b,09o 

« Showing a decrease of pieces, or about 33 per cent.... 80,521 

“ In the eight years which have elapsed since the Americans came 
into competition with the East-India Company, or from 1820—21, the 
first year in which the Chinese market was opened in competition with 
the East-India Company, till the year 1827-8, the average number ol 
pieces of woollens yearly imported into China by the East-India Com- 

pany amounted to...*.... * 

“ Or, had increased in quantity beyond the five years previous to 
American competition nearly seven per cent., or .... 11,1/J 

“ Total Imports of Woollens into Canton. 



By the 

East India Company. 

By the Americans. 

TOTAL. 


Pieces. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

1825-6 . 

212,346 

23,159 

235,505 

1826-7 . 

231,529 

26,977 

258,506 

1827-8.. 

123,317 

27,176 

150,493 



3) 

644,504 


“ Or average yearly importation... 

214,834 


“ This shows that the import into Canton in these three years, compared with the 
five years preceding, viz. 1820—21 aiid 1824—5 inclusive, had incieased neailv 25 per 


cent. 

“ Export: 



Pieces. 

1820-1 

.157,401 

1821-2. 


1822-3. 


1823-4. 


1824-5. 

.178,701 


5) 867,004 

173,400 - annual average. 


« And when compared with the six previous years, viz. 1814-15 and 1819-20 inclu¬ 
sive, the increase of the three years, 1825-6 to 1827-8, was upwards of 30 per cent. 


“ Export 


1814-15. 


1815-16. 


1816-17. 


1817-18. 


1818-19. 


1819-20. 



6) 990,733 

165-122 - annual average. 


“ The 
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u The decrease of the Cora panyV exports of woollens from this country to China 
commenced much earlier than the interference of the Americans ; for on referring to 
the papers laid before Parliament, I find that from 1803 to 1808 inclusive, the exports 
of the East-India Company to China was never short of o£1,000,000 sterling, and 
averaged for these six years £1,128,557* but began to fall off materially in 1809. 

a From 1809 to 1813-14 inclusive, the value of all other articles, exclusive of wool¬ 
lens, exported to China, averaged under £150,000 annually. 

“ The total exports since that period have never equalled the amounts now quoted, 
with the exception of 1828, and for the last nine years have been as follows : 



Woollens. 

Other Manufactures. 

Total.. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1820. 

713,683 

33,353 

747,036 

1821. 

722,461 

141,699 

864,160 

1822. 

623,259 

46,230 

669,489 

1823..... 

674,585 

33,462 

708,047 

1824.. 

532,221 

79,918 

612,139 

1825. 

652,047 

92,811 

744,858 

1826. 

756,968 

95,062 

852,030 

1827.. 

413,422 

80,393 

493,815 

1828........ 

618,412 

245,082 

863,494 


u From 1809 to 1811 inclusive, which were years of war, the exports were as fol¬ 
lows : 

1809 .£971,360 4 3) 2,692,596 

1810 . 825,097 V --- 

1811 .... 896,139 ) 897,532 - annual average. 


“ Or, upon an average, of the yearly value of £897,532, being a falling off, on the 
average of the six preceding years, of upwards of 20 per cent., the exports of these 
years having been- 


1803.. 


1804. 

1805. 


1806. 


1807. 


1808. 



f 6) 6,771,287 

1,128,557 - annual average. 


1812 

1813 


TI hav 
< to. pro 
for th 


€i From the years 1812 to 1819, the Company’s exports of woollens to Canton were as 
follows: 

have not been able 
rocure theamounts 
these two years. 

1814.;. £829,0701 

.. 705,032 I 4 ^58 319 

1816...... 858,164 [ b) 

1818 ” 073^297 j 709,719 - annual average. 

1819 .568^628 J 
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j 5 March 1830. “ The average yearly value is £709,719, being more than 20 per cent, less than the 

* average exports from 1809 to 1811 inclusive, and more than 37 per cent, less than the 

Mr. A. Dixon, average exports from 1803 to 1808 inclusive.” 


JOSHUA BATES, Esq. called in, and examined. 

Joshua Bates,Esq. 3198. You are an American ?—I am. 

3199. How long have you been in this country?—I have been fixed here 
about ten years. 

3200. Have you been for some years an agent for the trade of some Ame¬ 
rican houses in this country, and are you at present a partner in the house 
of Baring, Brothers, and Company ?—I am. I was agent first for an Ame¬ 
rican house connected with the East-India trade ; afterwards as partner of 
the firm of J. Bates and John Baring, who had the management of the busi¬ 
ness of an American house, more particularly connected with the China 
trade; and lastly, as partner in the house of Baring, Brothers, and Co. in 
the same trade. 

3201. Have you been acquainted with the general trade of America with 
India and with China ?—For the last twenty years I have been constantly 
in situations that placed me immediately in connexion with that trade, both 
in America and this country. 

3202. Has the China trade been carried on by the Americans generally by 
different houses, or has it not within these few years got into the hands of a 
very few houses ?—Several years ago (say twenty years ago) it was in the 
hands of a very few: the number increased; and three or four years ago 
there were a great number trading to Canton, of which many have failed ; 
and now I should say that the number is small again. 

3203. Have not your friends carried on a large portion of the New 
England part of that trade ?—I should think they have the largest portion 
by far. 

3204. Should you say more than one-half of the whole ?—I think at times 
one-half of the whole. 

3205. Has not that trade consisted in shipments from America to China 
by themselves, in shipments from Europe to China under your direction, 
and then in returns from China to America and to Europe ?—That has been 
the course of the trade. 

3206. By whom is the business conducted in China ?—For twenty years 
it was conducted by Mr. Cushing, who was a partner in the American 
house; for the last two years it has been conducted by a Mr. Forbes, who, 
I am sorry to observe by the last accounts, was drowned at Macao. 

3207. Were those persons partners in the American house, or were they 
there acting on commission ?—They were partners. 



3208. So 
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3208. So that it is an American house, with an establishment of partners 
in China, who carry on the trade there ?—-Yes ; it is an American house, with 
partners in China and America, and agents in Europe. 

3209. And they do not conduct it through any agency in that country, 

other than that of their partners ?—None other. J 

3210. You state Mr. Cushing to have been twenty years in that country •' 
is he at present in England?—He is. 

3211. Do you not understand that he objects to appear as a witness 
before the Committee?—He expressed his unwillingness to me to appear, 
and decidedly objected to come, unless the laws were such as to compel 
him. 

3212. Did he assign any reason for so objecting?—He assigned a reason 
o me confidentially. 

3213. In this country, in what quality do you act, as agent for this trade; 
have you any interest in the trade itself or do you act merely on commission? 
—We have no interest whatever ; we are merely commission merchants. 

3214. So that neither you nor they can have any interest in the profit or 

loss which may arise in the trade beyond your charge for agency?_None. 

3215. Has that been the case throughout your agency ?—Always. 

3216. What portion has the house of Perkins and Company in China had 
of the American trade from China to Europe?—I should say for the past 
year, one-half. 

3217. In whose hands principally is the other half?—Of different mer¬ 
chants; some residing at Boston, some at New York and Philadelphia. 

3218. Does not Mr. Brown of Liverpool represent a large portion of the 
remaining half?—The shipments from Liverpool I conceive to be returned 
to Philadelphia, not t& come into the trade from Canton to Europe. The 
course is from Liverpool to Canton, and from thence to Philadelphia. They 
have, I believe, shipped very largely of British manufactures. 

3219. Have you any statement of the whole amount of the American trade 
in China?—Here is a statement of the amount of it in value, from 1815 
to 1826, both exports and imports. 

3220. Will you be so good as to state by the year the amount of the 
American exports from China in the year 1820-21 ?—Four millions of dol¬ 
lars. 

3221. What was the amount of the imports in that year?—Four millions 
of dollars. 

3222. What was the amount of the exports and imports in 1826-7?_The 

amount of the exports is 4,300,000 dollars, the imports 4,200,000. 

3223. Can you state the amount in 1827-8 and in 1828-9:—I can state 
the amount in quantity, but not in value. 
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15 Match, 1830. 3224. Can you state whether in 1828-9 there ia an increase or a dimi¬ 


nution upon 1827-8?—There were exported from Canton in 1826-7 to the 
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Joshua Bates,Esq. United States, 102,000 chests of tea; in season 1828-9 there appear to be 


80,000. 


3225. Can you state what was the amount which the American houses 
sent to Europe?—In 1828-9 the shipments to Europe were 14,000 chests. 

3226. Besides the trade of the Americans to America and to Europe, do 
they carry on any China trade to any other parts of the world?—There is 
some trade to South America and to the Sandwich Islands, to Manilla, and 
to the north-west coast of America. 

3227. Have they a considerable trade to the Brazils?—Now and then 
they have a ship to Brazil, touching at Buenos Ayres, not to a very large 
amount. 

3228. Do not the Americans carry on nearly the whole of the China trade 
with the different new governments of South America?—I should think they 
probably did carry on nearly the whole. 

3229. To what cause do you ascribe the falling-off of the trade in the year 
1826-7?—It had been overdone very much. Some persons in the United 
States had conceived the project of a monopoly in the trade, and even went 
so far as to suppose they could run a ship to Canton every month : the pru¬ 
dent traders to that part of the world retired, and those who carried on the 
business in this way were soon ruined. 

3230. Has it not been for some years an unprofitable trade ?—It was not 
unprofitable previous to those operations of individuals who attempted to 
drive others out of the trade. 

3231. By what means were they to drive others out of the trade ?—They 
thought that they could import so much tea, and that they had such superior 
skill m judging of it, or in assorting it, that they would drive out the old 
traders, and thus get possession of the business. 

3232. Did they succeed in that attempt?—They all failed; all who 
attempted to transact business in that way. 

3233. Was there not a great deal of money lost in the American China 
trade for some years ?~-The regular traders to Canton never have lost much. 
It was a blank business for a time; but they are all wealthy people now; 
they do not appear to have suffered much from it. 

3234. Has that trade revived since ?—I do not think it has become to the 
same extent as it was. 

3235. Is it more profitable than it was ?—I have understood that last year 
the chief business, which is in manufactured silks, was not profitable. 

3236. Was the tea trade profitable ?—The tea trade was fair last year, so 
far as I am able to judge. 


3237- Can 
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3237. Can you state the proportion of the tea exported from Canton by 
the Americans as compared with the East-India Company’s exports ?—The 
Company have, to the best of my recollection, exported 330,000 chests, 
or 300,000 or 350,000, as the season may be, and the Americans 120,OCX) or 
125,000. 

3238. Should you say, upon the average, that the American export of tea 
is about one-third that of the Company ?—l should think it was more than 
one-third. The consumption in the United States is about 7,000,000 of 
pounds, that is, about one-fourth of the Company’s exports : that does not 
include the shipments by American vessels from Canton to Europe. 

3239. Have you any means of stating a proportion of the whole trade of 
tea in China as between the Americans and the Company ?—The 14,000 
chests mentioned as shipped from Canton to Europe in 1828-9 were all shipped 
by Perkins and Company: but they did not all come in American ships ; 
there was one Dutch ship and one French ship. 

3240. Adding that to the other amount you stated, what is the whole 
amount of tea shipped by Americans from China ?—That would make 94,000 
chests. 

3241. What proportion does that bear to the Company’s exports?—The 
consumption in England appears to be about from 25,000,000 to 28,000,000 
of pounds. I have that information here for several years, but I cannot now 
recollect where I procured it, therefore cannot rely on it. 1 have the prime 
cost of the Company’s teas at Canton from 1809 to 1829. In the 1818-19 
season, there appears to have been brought 21,000,000 of pounds of teas; 
and in 1819-20 there appears to have been sold in London, 29,000,000. 

3242. Of the whole of the American trade, what proportion is conducted 
by your correspondents ?—That varies from year to year; but I should think 
last year one-half nearly. 

3243. One-half of the American consumption, and one-half of European, 
or one-half of the whole trade?—One-half of the whole American trade, 
and all the European trade in the supply of teas, except what the Dutch 
Company have. 

3244. Have Messrs. Perkins a large establishment at Canton for the trans¬ 
action of this great business?—I believe they have only Mr. Forbes, and a 
lad of fifteen or sixteen years of age: they have, of course, servants besides. 

3245. Do they derive their compensation from a share in the profits, and 
not from any charge they make for agency ?—That is the way in which it is 
arranged, I believe. 

3246. Have you at present any homeward-bound ships under your 
management, either expected or arrived ?—No ship has arrived from Canton 
this season, and we cannot know whether we have any ships coming. 

3247. Had you any last season ?—Last season we had a great number of 
ships to Europe. 
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15 March 1830. 3248. Did they come direct from China to Europe ?—They came from 

China to Cowes, and a market. 


Joshua Bates,Esq, 


3249. By coming} to Cowes and a market, you mean that it is the practice 
of the American trade to stop in any port in the Channel for orders from 
their correspondents in London, who direct them to the best market, accord¬ 
ing to their estimate of the European markets ?—That is the object of coming 
to Cowes. 

3250. Those ships having so come to Cowes and a market, where 
were they sent by you ?—They were sent, one to Rotterdam, one to Amster¬ 
dam, and two to Hamburgh. There were two other ships, a Dutch and 
a French ship, which went direct, it being necessary, in order to secure 
the lower duties, which are payable on direct importations in ships of the 
country. 

3251. Have the adventures of which you speak been profitable ?—I should 
say that the returns of teas generally are not profitable. 

3252. Do you mean not profitable, taking their invoice cost in China?— 
It has always been very difficult to make a par remittance in teas. 

3253. Have the teas of the last year not been profitable ?—Last year I 
should say they have paid very well; I cannot speak from very precise 
knowledge of it; the year before they were losing. 

3254. But, generally speaking, have not the house in China considered 
that the outward shipments have been the shipments which have given the 
profit, and they have looked to the teas rather as means of remittance home ? 
—I cannot say what may have been their views with regard to it, but I should 
judge that it was so considered. 

3255. Has not that, upon the average of years, been the general result of 
the trade ?—I cannot speak as to the result, not having the winding up of the 
business; but I judge, by its continuing, that it has been satisfactory as to 
the result. 


3256. If the general result has been satisfactory, and the remittance of 
teas home has been rather losing, must not the outward adventure, of ne¬ 
cessity, have been profitable ?—I should draw that conclusion from it, cer¬ 
tainly. 

3257. Are you acquainted, by communication with your correspondents, 
with the manner in which they transact their business in China?—I have 
had a good deal to do with people connected with the China trade for 
a long time, and have had several friends established there, and from 
them I have learnt something of the way in which they do their business 
there. 

3258. Do you know whether they trade with the Hong, or with the outside 
merchants?—-I believe they trade with one or the other, as it may be most 
for their interest. 
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3259. Do you know practically whether it has been found most for their 
interest to trade with one or with the other?—I believe, for large ope¬ 
rations, they have found it most advantageous to deal with the Hong mer¬ 
chants. 

3260. Do you suppose that a greater portion of the American trade goes 
through outside merchants than of the English trade that goes to China ?—I 
should think it did. 

3261. Do you know whether those outside merchants with whom they 
trade are merchants of substance ?—Some of them, I have understood, are. 

3262. But that they trade generally as they find they can do so to the best 
advantage ?—Yes. 

3263. Did you ever hear that they found any difficulty in securing their 
ships ?—-d never heard of any. I always understood it was a place where it 
was the most easy to transact business of any place in the world. 

3264. Did you ever hear of any difficulty in procuring tea ?—No. 

3265. Is not tea considered an article of which almost any quantity can 
be procured there?—I cannot speak, except from conversation with others. 
I have al ways understood that every body in China drinks tea, and therefore, 
of course, the quantity which is exported must be very small in comparison 
with the whole. 

3266. Is there not always a great abundance of tea in the market ?—There 
are generally 50,000 or 60,000 chests remain over. 

3267. Is not it very frequently a condition made by the Chinese in taking 
goods outwards, that the person dealing with them shall take tea ?—I should 
think that a person who managed his business well would not make any 
arrangement of that kind. 

3268. Is not tea an article which generally is superabundant in the 
market ?—I believe the Chinese understand pretty well the wants of foreign 
countries ; they endeavour to bring forward the quantity that is wanted, and 
very little more. 

3269. Do you understand that Messrs. Perkins make their purchases from 
the Chinese on as good terms as the Company ?—I have no doubt they 
do for their contract teas, whenever they make contracts; but I should sup¬ 
pose that they make their purchases to better advantage by taking any and 
every opportunity, according to the fluctuation of the market. 

3270. Do you consider therefore, that not confining themselves always to 
contract, but by purchasing sometimes by contract, and sometimes in the 
open market, they buy, upon the whole, on better terms than if they did the 
whole of their business by contract ?—Undoubtedly. The contract price of 
tea has not varied but very little for a great number of years, not more than 
Id. or 2«., but they frequently fluctuate 40 or 50 per cent, j they fall that 
much. 
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3271. Do you mean that they fluctuate between the contract-price and 
the market-price, when the contract is over?--The prices fall from Novem¬ 
ber to February. Frequently the teas which are thus sold are not the same 
sort of teas; but teas that are sold at certain prices in November would 
sometimes be bought at 20, 30, or even 50 per cent, lowei in Februaiy. 

9272. What do you mean by the teas not being of the same sort ?-—* 1 here 
may be some among them of the same quality as the contact teas which the 
Company take, but the greater portion of them are inferior teas. 

3273. Are they the rejected teas of the Company ?—Probably the Com¬ 
pany never saw them ; they are not of a quality that they would look at. 
But sometimes, I believe, the Company make purchases of those teas, pick¬ 
ing out the best of them. 

3274. Is there not a considerable quantity of tea always in the market that 
has never been offered to the Company at all ?—I should think there was a 
great quantity. 

3275. Do you consider the quality of the Company’s tea better than the 
quality of the tea exported by Perkins and Company ?■—Better, generally 
speaking. The qualities which are bought for this market will not answer 
for other markets$ other countries will not pay a price to compensate for 
the finer qualities, particularly of black tea. 

32'76 Is the quality suited for the American market superior or inferior 
to the quality suited for the English market?—I should say that the black 
teas were inferior, but the green teas are of equal quality, and being used 
fresh there, they appear to be better than in England ; they have rather 
more flavour, perhaps, 

3277. How is the quality of the tea exported by the Americans for the 
continent of Europe; is it better or worse than the Company s teas? 
Sometimes they have taken the same quality as the Company, but it will not 
answer; they will not pay a sufficient price for it on the Continent. 

3278. Generally speaking, what is the quality suited for the Dutch 
market ?—It is of a middling quality, not so good as the Company’s, and not 
very bad. 

3279 So that if you saw the price of any denomination of tea, taking 
coll £ 0 or souchong for instance, in London and Amsterdam, you would not 
consider a mere comparison of the prices for a given denomination of tea as 
any proof of the relative dearness or cheapness in the two countries ?—None 

whatever. 

3280. How are the qualities that suit the German market as compared with 
England ?—Qualities similar to those used in Holland. 

3281. And the French market?—The French market requires better tea 
than the German; they are willing to pay for good tea. 

3282. Is 
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8282. Is it equal to the English ?—Equal. Teas will find buyers there 
at prices in proportion to their quality. 

3283. The average quality, therefore, of the black iegts shipped by the 
American house at Canton is upon the whole inferior to that of the India 
Company ?—I should say decidedly so. 

3284. Can you state the per-centage of inferiority between the teas suited 
for the Dutch market and the English market ?—I have before me an in¬ 
voice of contract teas, the same as the Company ship, in which I see 
souchong is put down at 35, 37, and 39 tales, and there are other souchongs 
that cost 23. 

3285. Should you say that the souchong bought at 35 was of the Com¬ 
pany’s quality, and the other at 23 was of the inferior quality, which you 
have described as suited to the Dutch market ?—The Chinese always fix 
prices for three different qualities—the first, second, and third; and this 
being the cost of contract souchong, that would be about the price at which 
the Company would have contracted at that particular time : the other I can 
only suppose to be inferior tea from its price. 

3286. Has the house in China any difficulty in getting whatever quality 
they please in the market ?—I am not aware that they have any. 

3287. If, therefore, they take a cheaper sort of tea for any particular 
market, does it not arise from a choice of theirs, and a desire to accommo¬ 
date themselves to the peculiarities of different markets, not from any diffi¬ 
culty of obtaining finer teas if they paid the price ?—They experience no 
difficulty in procuring the finer teas. They frequently do ship them ; and 
the shipping of a middle quality is as a matter of interest entirely, because 
they can gain more by that quality than by the other. 

3288. It is presumed that one of the calculations of a merchant is to 
assort the qualities of his article according to the demands of the particular 
markets ?—That is the practice of all merchants, I believe. 

3289. Do you know whether among the Company’s teas the same deno¬ 
minations have the same prices, or are there not variations of price for teas 
of the same denomination ?—I should think there must be variations for 
different chops. 

3290. Then all their souchong, for instance, is not of one given price ?— 
Certainly not; it must vary according to the quality. 

3291. So that the Company here give us some superior and some inferior 
teas of the same denomination ?—Of some particular kinds there certainly 
is inferior tea ; but I should think that it would be hardly right to say that 
they give you inferior and superior: they give you superior and middling tea. 

3292. If there were a free trade of tea to this country, do you think that 
the consequence would be that we should get more of the inferior and less 
of the superior than we now get?—I think the high duties in this country 
serve to prevent any inferior article from coming here for consumption. 
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3093 . If the duties are ad valorem , does not that do away with that ob¬ 
jection ?—Still it would have the same effect. 

3294. Did you.ever see what is sold for tea in any of the towns or 
villages of this country?—I have certainly tasted inferior tea. 

3295. Did you ever see in America any thing so bad as that which is 
sometimes sold in this country ?—I do not think I have seen any so bad. 
But I do not think it is tea: I think it is an adulteration with goose¬ 
berry leaves, or something of that kind. 

3296. Would not there be less of that adulteration if there were brought 
to this country some of the lower qualities of teas?-—It would depend upon 
how brough t. If the price was brought down so that the object would be 
trifling, there would be no adulteration, I should think. 

3297. You think there would be less inducement to adulterate the low- 
priced teas than the higher ?—Certainly there would be. 

3298. Do not the Americans usually carry on their trade in their own 
ships ?—They do. 

3299. The business of merchant and ship-owner are not separated, as they 
are in this country ?—No, they are combined. 

3300. Does not that make it rather difficult to ascertain the precise value 
of freight in America ?—-No; there are many ships that go on freight of 
course ; it is a thing established as much as here. 

3301. Can you state to the Committee what would be the amount of 
freight from America to China and back, or from America to China and 
back to Europe ? —They go generally in ballast. A ship-owner, within two 
years, offered to furnish first-class ships at.30 dollars per ton, that is about 
£6. 10s., to go from America, to load teas at Canton, and return to Europe 
or America j they would take out any cargo that the freighter might wish 
to send. 

3302. You mean that the party engaging the ship would have a right to 
fill her to any extent he might wish, out and home?—Yes. 

3303. But the habit of the trade is such that there is very little freightage 
out?—Yes. 

3304. Upon the average what time does that voyage take ?—Upon the 
average about eleven months. Many go in ten months, but it is fair to cal¬ 
culate a year. 

3305. Are you speaking of ships of the first class ?—Of the first class. 

3306. Are they ships in which you would trust valuable commodities, 
requiring to be kept dry, as soon as you would in any of the ships of the 
East India Company ?—Certainly ; ships cannot be built stronger or better. 

3307. Would you say that they were perfectly suited to the safe con¬ 
veyance of a delicate article ?—Certainly. 

S308. Should 
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8808. Should you think them as little liable to sea average as any other 15 March 1830 
ships ?—I should think they were .less liable to it, perhaps, than any other. - 

3309. What size are the American ships generally ?—Four hundred tons ^ oshua ^ at ‘^ I ' ! ' , l- 
is about the size. 

3810. Are those considered better for the trade than larger or smaller?— 

I think they have been found in most trades to be the most economical size; 
that is to carry the largest cargo at the smallest expense. 

8311. Do you know how many men an American ship of 400 tons going 
to China is manned with ?-—1 do not remember whether it is eighteen, or 
nineteen, or twenty, but the entire number of persons on board is between 
those. 

3312. What is the ordinary rate of premium on insurance?—The premium 
has been two and a half per cent, at Lloyd’s for a voyage out from London 
to Canton in an American ship; I think it would be two per cent, if the 
insurance were now to be done here. 

3313. Is that on goods or on specie?—On goods ; on specie less. 

3314. Do you find any difference in the insurance upon an American ship 
that goes out from here and a Company’s ship ?—There is a difference in 
the rate of insurance, but I think it ought not to be. I observe that on the 
Company’s ships they pay three per cent, for the voyage out,and on theAme- 
rican ships I think it could be done at two. There is not much insurance 
done on Americans here; but it should be considered that the Company’s 
ships stop at various places to land stores, perhaps go by way of Madras 
or Calcutta, and therefore, although I think three per cent, is too much for 
them, it is not, on the whole, so far out of the way. 

3315. Can you state the comparison between the American ships and the 
Company’s ships that go direct from London to China without stopping?— 

I believe they charge that sum when they go direct. There is something 
about it which I think I do not understand ; there must be some clauses In 
the policy, otherwise I am sure three per cent, never would be paid. There 
cannot be better ships, and commanded unquestionably by men of first-rate 
abilities, and it is very rarely any accident happens to them. The rate of pre¬ 
mium appears to me unaccountable. 

3316. Do you say confidently that that rate of premium does exist?—lam 
sure it exists, and it has surprised me frequently. 

3317. Do not you think it may be ascribed to the fact, that with respect 
to large ships, however well constructed, their going out and coming into 
harbour is always a more difficult operation than with ships of a more mode¬ 
rate size?—Unquestionably it is ; but in those long voyages there are only 
two ports, one to leave and one to make, and those aie such as are easily 
made. I do not think that hazard is material. 

3318. You have stated the premium at Lloyd’sj what would be the same 

premium 
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15 March 1830. premium done in America ?—I think they have even gone so low as one and 
- a half per cent, from the United States to Canton direct. 

Jmhva Bates,Esq. gg jq What is the premium out and home from the United States ?— Per¬ 

haps three to three and a half. 

3320. Would it be the same from America to Canton, and back to Cowes 
and a market ?—It would depend on the season, in some degree; if the 
voyage was to end late in the season it would be rather more. 

3321. Supposing the ship to come into the Channel at a favourable season 
of the year ?—I should think they would probably require a little more, per¬ 
haps a half per cent. 

3322. That ship would have not only to come to Cowes, but would have 
again to go to a market on the Continent?—She would. 

3323. Are the premiums generally higher or lower in America than at 
Lloyd’s ?—'They are generally lower; but the average cjauses are not the 
same, which sometimes makes the higher premiums at Lloyd’s more advan- 
tageous than the lower premiums in the United States. 

3324. Do you think you could now, at the present time, procure good 
ships to go to China and bring back teas at £7- 105.?—I have not a doubt 
that I could get any quantity. 

3325. Do you mean American ships ?—American ships. 

3326. To go either from America or from Europe ?—-From either. 

3327 . Could American ships be hired in the river Thames toamy amount? 
—Not to any extent; you will generally find four or five small ships there. 

3328. When you talk of £ 7 . 105. per ton, what ton do you speak of?— 
That is the ton of fifty cubic feet. 

3329 . Is that the same measurement by which the Company’s contracts 
for freight are made ?—It is the same measurement by which the Company’s 
contracts are made; they take fifty cubic feet, I believe. The price was 
thirty dollars for forty cubic feet, which being brought into the Company’s 
measurement makes £7- 105. for fifty cubic feet, which is the Company’s 
measured tonnage. 

3330. From your experience of the shipping of this country, do you sup¬ 
pose that British shipping could be got at prices equally advantageous ?—I 
am afraid not, they cost so much more. I should think the ship-owners here 
could not afford, with the high prices of provisions and the cost of their 
ships, to navigate so cheap. 

3331. Can you state what you think the difference would be at which the 
English ship-owner could afford to do the same trade ?—It requires a long 
calculation to determine that. I see the cost of a first-class ship in the 
United States would be £15 per ton complete for sea, while here the price, 
I believe, would be £25. 

3332. Are you speaking of a river-built ship ?—A river-built ship would 

cost 
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cost £>25, a nothern-built ship would cost £20, It depends altogether upon ijj Murch 1830. 

what class of'ship one would charter j but with this increase in the value of - 

the ship and the high price of provisions, and the sailors, I believe, are rather Joshua Bates,!',.*/. 
dearer here than in the United States, there would be a difference perhaps 
of one-fourth in the freight. 

3333. Are you speaking now of the freight at which the English ship¬ 
owner could do the same voyage ?—I should think he would require a fourth 
more. 

3334. Is not a British ship more durable than an United State’s ship ?— 

There is no doubt she is more durable; but that part of the ship which 
decays more in the American than in the English is very easily replaced in 
the United States. Timber is very cheap ; therefore in a copper-fastened 
ship the wood part of it is a very small part of the expense. 

3 3$5. Are you of opinion that the American could afford his freight at 
one-quarter less than the British ship-owner?—I should think he could ; but 
I may not be correct in that; it requires some figures to come to it. 

3336. Is that entirely owing to the difference of construction, or to what 
extent, cheapness of navigation ?—-I should think one-half is the cheapness 
of navigating. 

3837- You think the difference is about equally divided between the ex¬ 
pense of building and the expense of navigating ?—-That, I should say, is 
about the division. 

3338. Would it put the British ships more upon an equality, if those ships 
for long voyages might be victualled at the price of provisions on the Con¬ 
tinent of Europe ?—It would make a very great difference. 

3839- If for instance, they could be supplied with bread and other 
provision-stores at the price of the bonded warehouse of corn, would that 
make a considerable difference —It would make a very great difference. 

It was the case that they could be so supplied some time ago; but I im¬ 
ported some beef from America to supply that demand, and they altered 
the law here to prevent it $ that was about the year 1826. 

3340. Your object being to victual your ship with foreign provisions ?— 

That was the object of bringing the beef here. 

3341. Have there not been instances of ships clearing out from ports of 
Europe in preference to using ports in England, for the express purpose of 
cheaper victualling ?'—I should doubt whether that was the case. They 
can always in coming from a foreign port bring their bread ; and there is 
no place on the Continent where beef is packed so well as in this country. 

3342. Do the American ships that go out from here sometimes bring 
their bread with them for the purpose ?—They generally bring their stores 
with them ; they endeavour not to want much here. When they come from 
Canton, of course, their stores are exhausted. 
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15 March 1830. 3343. With reference to the difference between the amount of premiums 


on American ships and on the Company’s ships, are you aware that risks on 


Joshua Bates,Esq. the Company’s ships are always subject to the destination of the ship being 


altered, or the ship being taken up as a transport, whilst an insurance on an 
American ship is not liable to any risk but from port to port ?—I should 
think that might account for part of the difference. I was not aware that 
those clauses existed in the charter-party. I should think there is some¬ 
thing more than that which causes the premium to be so high. 

3344 . Have you heard of any cases of the Americans suffering from any 
conflict with the Chinese authorities at Canton ?—I only remember one ; 
that was the case where an Italian sailor, who had committed murder, was 
given up to be strangled according to their laws. It was done very 
quickly, I believe. 

3345 . Do the Americans use much of the authority of their consul there ? 

I should think very little. 

3346 . Is there any difficulty of trading there, which makes them desirous 
of a more powerful representative of the country in the port of Canton ?— 
I am not aware that there is any such desire ; the trade has always gone on 
very well, and without any difficulty. 

3347 . Is their trade sometimes directed to other ports than that of Canton 
in China?—I do not remember to have heard of any case of their going to 
any other ports ; it is possible that it might have taken place. 

3348. Do not they send goods to Manilla sometimes ?—To Manilla, and 
all the islands and ports in the Archipelago. 

3349. Do they take out goods suited to those different markets ?—They 
take all goods suited to those markets; imitations of Indian manufactures, 
and the like. 

3350. Do you know of any voyages that have been undertaken to Cochin 
China or Siam by any of your countrymen ?—There was a voyage under¬ 
taken by Captain White, who published a journal of it, to Cochin China; 
and Captain Coffin, who is here with the Siamese youths, made a voyage to 
Siam. His vessel was fitted here, or rather the cargo was sent to him at 
Hamburgh from hence. 

3351. Did he accomplish his voyage?—He went there and traded, and 
has repeated his voyage since. 

3352. Was that the simple effect of a single trader, or was any consul, or 
was any official person put forward to mediate with the government ?— 
None other than Captain Coffin ; he managed his own affairs. 

3353 . And lie did trade at Siam and came away?—He did. 

3354 . Do you know whether he made a good adventure of it ?—I believe 
very fair. 

3355 . Do the Americans trade to Sincapore ?—They, I believe, are not 
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allowed to trade direct to the little spot called Sincapore. They call there 
aitd make their bargains, and they are obliged to lay off, or to go to some 
little distance to accomplish the business; it is not legal for them to load and 
unload at Sincapore ; they have a little traffic there, but not much. 

3856. Do you think that a larger proportion of the American trade in 
China is done through smuggling than of the English trade that goes there ? 
—The only smuggling that 1 have ever heard of, that might be called such, 
is that of opium, which is a prohibited article. There is no doubt that both 
the masters and surpercargoes in the private trade, as well as the Company’s 
masters and officers, do smuggle a little, some trifling things, but I think 
not to any amount that is worth naming. The great smuggling business is 
that in which the Company are so far interested, that they furnish the 
materials, the opium ; and no doubt the success of that trade is very impor¬ 
tant to the revenues of the Company in the market it furnishes for the 
opium. 

3357. But you do not think that the American part of the trade is more 
a smuggling trade than the English?—Certainly not; there is only one 
American ship, and there are usually five English ships lying at Iintin for 
that purpose. 

3358. Do the five English ships that are lying there carry on the English 
country trade ?—They are regular ships stationed there for the purpose of 
smuggling, and nothing else. 

3359. Do the Company’s ships ever drop any goods at Lintin for the pur¬ 
pose of smuggling ?—I should think not, excepting a few small articles be¬ 
longing to the officers, nothing worth mentioning. 

3360. Otherwise is the American trade at Canton carried on as respec¬ 
tably, and with as respectable and substantial persons there as the trade of 
the Company?—It is. I should say the Company has no advantage there, 
other than that which the magnitude of their operations gives them ; any 
commercial house with the same amount of business, and moving with the 
same regularity, would have the same advantage. 

3361. Will you be so good as to state to the Committee for the last four 
or five years the amount of your shipments to Canton for American account, 
beginning with the years 1826 and 1827, and the articles of which it con¬ 
sisted?—In 1826 the amount was £120,000; and in 1827 the amount was 
£85,000. It consisted of cottons, woollens, iron, copper, quicksilver, 
cochineal, opium, linens, watches, and tin plates. 

3362. Is the iron bar-iron ?—Bar-iron, and nail-rods, and hoops. 

'3363. Is the cotton, cotton-twist or printed cotton?—Cotton cloths 
printed. 

3364. No cotton-twist?—Not in 1827 ; that is a more recent article. 

3365. What was the amount in 1828 ?—The amount in 1828 was £98,000; 
and the amount in 1829, £147,000. 
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15 March 1830. 3366. Are the articles you have stated the general articles of which all the 

- adventures are composed ?—Perhaps there are some articles in the shipments 

Joshua Bates,Esq. ^ibfe are different. There are some investments for the Manilla market, 
which if they do not suit at Canton are sent on there, but that would vary 
from the general character of the shipments. 

3367 . Are they assorted according to the advices you receive of the 
capabilities of the different markets around ?—Yes. 

3368 . Do not you think that with private traders there is a stimulus to 
great industry and exertions in seeking out new markets and new branches 
of trade, which no company can rival?—I certainly think that in pushing 
trade, individuals succeed better than companies; in any trade that requires 
management and perseverance they will be more likely to succeed. 

3369 . Do you send out any raw cotton from this country to China?—We 
did last year send out a cargo of cotton j having a ship going empty, 
and cotton being very low here, we filled her with cotton ; it was Surat 
cotton bought here. 

3370 . It is presumed that that could not be done but for the fact of the 
outer freightage being of very little value ?—Yes. 

3371 . Did that cotton pay?—We have not heard of it yet 5 it was shipped 

in 1829- ^ , 

3 S 72 . On goods you send out there do you put the Company s mark ?-— 
We do not; we put one as near like it as we can make it, without its being 
the real mark of the Company. 

3373. Is it distinguishable from the Company’s mark?—Very easily by 
any person accustomed to look at those things. 

3374 . By the Chinese ?—With the Chinese it is found that it does not 
answer ; for the Chinese, as soon as they get the goods into their possession, 
strip off our mark and put on an exact imitation of the Company’s mark. 

3375 . Do you put on such a mark as you are directed to put on by your 
correspondents ?—Yes. 

3376 . Are the initials of the house of Perkins on the mark ?—They are. 

3377 . They are put instead of the initials of the Company ?—They are. 

3378 . Do not you put the American flag instead of the English flag?— 
Yes; and put a globe instead of a crown, and leave out some things entirely. 

3379 . Do not the Chinese, to whom your goods are delivered, know that 
they are not the Company’s goods ; do they suppose themselves to be buying 
of the Company ?—Certainly not; they know very well who they are 
buying of, and that they are not Company’s goods. It is for the purpose of 
their currency in the interior, I suppose, that they wish to have the marks 
conform as nearly as possible to those of the Company’s. 

3380. If the Chinese strip off your mark and put on the Company’s mark 
before they send them into the interior, of what importance is it to mark 
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them like the Company’s ?—I do not think it is of any importance, it is 
better to be done there. 

3381. In the purchase of your woollen goods do you employ a gentleman 
of the name of Everett ?—We have employed Mr. Everett ; at present we 
employ no one, we buy them ourselves. 

3382. Do you buy by contract?—We have contracts with the manu¬ 
facturers. 

3388. Do you make your contracts on as good terms as the Company ?— 
I think better; probably to the extent of six or seven per cent. 

3384. Do you think the quality of your goods is as good ?—We endeavour 
to have them as good ; perhaps in some instances they are not quite so 
good. The reason why we can buy a little better is, that the Company has 
a very severe examination, which can be better managed between indivi¬ 
duals than with a Company. 

3385 . Do you mean by saying that it can be better managed, that you 
have a better means of compromise with the manufacturer in case of any 
slight deviation from patterns ?—I should say, in many cases, a piece of cloth 
that at the Company’s warehouse would be thrown out as imperfect, a man 
would come to me and say, I will make you an allowance of so much on that 
piece of cloth, and by removing a stain, or setting in a piece, or the like, it 
would be accommodated; whereas there is no possibility, I believe, of his 
doing that with the Company ; at least they tell me so. 

3386. Do you suppose that any considerable portion of what you send 
out is goods that have been rejected by the Company ?—I should think not. 
Perhaps sometimes we buy them at a very great sacrifice when rejected by the 
Company. I believe the party with whom we contract for the chief part of 
our woollens would not offer a tender to the Company from the fear of loss, by 
having his goods rejected for trifling faults. 

8387. You think the power of the Company arbitrarily to reject, prevents 
manufacturers of character from tendering goods to them ?—I think that the 
system which is necessary in all large establishments, renders the chance 
greater that some will be rejected for trifling faults; and if the manu¬ 
facturers find, in their contracts with the Company, that they lose on those 
rejected goods, they will contract at considerably less with individuals with 
whom they can accommodate the matter without a loss. 

3388. Do you consider that you buy with as good credit as the Company? 
—Certainly; we pay ready money. 

3389. Do not you think that, by means of your correspondence with the 
persons interested in the trade, you have better means of accommodating 
your supply to the peculiar demands of the market ?—I should say that, in 
that respect, we have no advantage over the Company; the officers of the 
Company are, I believe, industrious. In that respect, perhaps, individuals 
with less business may find more time to investigate, and may recommend 
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some articles which may succeed, which would not be thought of, or would 
not be noticed by a large body. 

3390. Has your exportation of manufactures been profitable?—I have no 
means of knowing, other than that I judge so by the increase. 

3391. Is it upon the increase ?—It seems by the statement to be increasing. 

3392. Has not the American house for which you act had several partners 
who have made large fortunes in the trade ?—Those that are dead all died 
very rich: those who have of late been partners in the house are also very 
wealthy. 

3390. Supposing the trade to China were opened to every body in this 
country, do not you consider that it would be an injury to the American 
houses ?—Eventually I should think it would ; perhaps immediately, in the 
destruction of the business in which I have been engaged for them. Even¬ 
tually, it would probably injure our direct trade to Canton ; it would 
probably raise the price of teas for a time at Canton. 

3394. In what way do you think it would raise the price of teas?—The 
Americans would probably buy up all the teas, if they could get hold of 
them; at least, there would be room for speculation. 

3395. Do not you apprehend there would be a great deal of overtrading 
for some time?—Undoubtedly there would be. 

3396. And that the first year such a trade would be attended with great 
losses?-Generally that has been the case where a trade has been opened; 
but the distance to Canton is such, that it would perhaps be less than in 
any other place. 

3397. Do not you think the ultimate result would be a considerable 
extension of the trade ?—I have no doubt it would increase very much, so 
far as the sale of British rhanufactures in China and the neighbourhood is 
concerned. 

3398. You have stated the value of your exports to have increased from 
£85,000 in 1827, to 147,000 in 1829 ; from the increased cheapness of the 
goods, has not the quantity of your investment increased more than in pro¬ 
portion to the increase of the value ?—With reference to that increase in 
1829, my impression is, that there was a quantity of opium purchased in this 
market which might amount to £20,000, and that would have accounted for 
part of it; but with relation to British manufactures, I doubt whether there 
has been any considerable fall between 1827 and 1829; probably the 
quantity has increased more than the amount. 

3399. Do you know of any goods sent from this country on account of 
Messrs. Perkins and Co. having been sold at a discount in China?—Never. 

3400. Have you heard of the Americans having lost by the export of 
manufactures from this country to China?—Never. 

3401. Do not the Company deal upon contract with respect to their teas 
in China ?—Principally on contract. 

3402. Do 
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3402. Do not you think that the dealers in teas would be more likely 
to regulate their supplies of tea, so as to furnish a regular supply of good 
tea, while depending upon a contract, than if they were to depend upon a 
fluctuating market?—That is a point which I think remains to be proved. 
There is a difference of opinion with regard to that among those who reside 
on the spot. Some Americans say, that they believe the Company keep the 
price of tea up ; that they are confident the mode of dealing keeps the price 
of lea up ; others are of a different opinion, and think that the supply might 
fall off, or that the price might fluctuate, and be very much against foreigners 
if the Company were not there. 

3403. Do you know that the tea is sold here by the Company genuine as 
imported ?—It is. 

3404. Have you ever heard Americans express any alarm on the prospect 
of a free trade from this country to Canton ?—I have certainly heard them 
express some degree of alarm for their own China trade in case it should be 
opened ; that they might eventually be obliged to come to London for their 
teas, from the course which trade would take in consequence of that change. 

3405. Do you think, in case of a free trade between Canton and this 
country, that the trade would very much increase from England to Canton, 
and lessen from America to Canton ?—If the trade was thrown entirely open, 
and teas treated as any other commodity, and allowed to be warehoused 
here and brought in foreign ships, my opinion is, that this country would 
absorb the whole tea trade of Europe,' and of course injure that of America. 

3406. Do not you think that the Americans, by some counteracting 
duties, would still keep the supply of tea to their own ports ?—There is a 
small duty upon teas from other places than from China now, but it seems 
probable that the duties will go entirely off in America, that there will be no 
occasion for duties. 

3407. Supposing that to be the case, might they not, in order to secure 
their own navigation, make new laws for that purpose?—They might, 
certainly. 

3408. You stated the different prices at which souchong was sold ; are 
you aware that the price of souchong tea at the Company’s sales in the years 
1828 and 1829 was 2 s. 10 d. per pound, whilst in America at the same period 
it was only lid. and 12 d. per pound?-—I should say that the souchong that 
was sold in America was, in the first place, inferior to that of the Company; 
and in the next place, that the Company got a very brilliant profit on their 
importation. 

3409- It appears that there was the same difference of price in the price 
of bohea tea in the years 1828 and 1829; the price at the Company’s sales 
was Is. 6d. per pound, and in New York, in the same year, it was 8d. and 
9d. per pound. Does any thing suggest itself to you upon that ?—Nothing 
more than that it is a monopoly here, and it is free there. However that 
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great difference should not be set down to monopoly, because there is, no 
doubt, some difference in the quality. 

3410. In your estimation, is there that difference in the quality which 
would justify that difference in the prices?—Certainly not. 

3411. Was not it a losing trade importing that tea into America at those 
prices?—Generally it has been a profitable trade; those who have been 
engaged in it have made fortunes. 

3412. The question refers to the particular prices that have been men- 
tioned, of 8d. for bohea tea?—My impression is, that the lowest price for 
bohea tea at Canton, in that year, was about twelve tales, that would be 
about 6d. a pound. 

3413. You stated, that many houses in the China trade have failed in 
America; do you attribute those failures to losses upon their homeward 
cargoes ?—The failures are undoubtedly owing to their mode of transacting 
.business, It appears that the parties who have failed for such large sums 
who have been in the China trade, one in particular I happen to know all 
about, was a grocer and tea-dealer, and he had acquired about 100,000 
dollars in that trade; and he thought he would become a trader to China. 
He embarked that sum, and perhaps 100,000 more that he borrowed, and 
was very successful. On the return of his ship he happened to come to a 
good market, the cargo was sold with the duties added to it, and when he 
came into possession of all this money he thought he could never be ruined ; 
that led him to project the running of a monthly packet to Canton, and in 
the course of carrying this plan into effect he was ruined, as might have been 
supposed. 

3414. Was it not the case, that the teas which he had on hand at the 
time of his failure being sold in the market were sold at a loss?—Un¬ 
doubtedly they were sold at a very great loss. 

3415. Would not that account for the low price referred to in the previous 
question ?—That would account for the low price in part. It was in the 
year 1828 that this gentleman failed. 

3416. Are you aware that the loss of the Canada trade, and the prohibi¬ 
tory duties laid on in Holland, have also contributed very much to reduce 
the quantity which the Americans could sell?—Undoubtedly that would have 
some effect; but I think it will be seen that the trade in America was pushed 
beyond what it could bear. From £111,000, the amount in 1823-4, it was 
raised to £125,000 in 1825-6, and then it fell off to £102,000 in the year 
1827. In 1828-9 it was £80,000. No doubt this may be accounted for in 
part by the introduction of teas into Canada by the Company. 

3417. You stated there was considerable facility in conducting business at 
Canton, can you give any instance of a ship having entered and cleared out 
from that port in a very short space of time?—I can mention several; 
but one which is within my recollection. There was a ship called the 
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Howqua, which went from this country before I had the charge of the 
business of the Boston house : she sailed from here ; arrived at Canton with 
a cargo of British goods; a cargo of teas of 5,000 quarter chests was pur¬ 
chased there, shipped on board her, and she sailed again after remaining 
there eleven days. 

3418. What was the size of that ship ?—380 or 400 tons. 

3419. Do you know any port where that business could have been 
conducted in a shorter space of time ?—Possibly at Liverpool they might have 
done it a little quicker ’; but I should doubt whether it could be done even 
there. 

3420. Could they in London ?—Certainly not in London. 

3421. Do you know any port on the Continent where similar despatch could 
have been used ?—I am not aware of any other port in the world where it 
could be done with much greater rapidity. 

3422. Are you acquainted with any individual merchant at Canton who 
transacts the greater part of the business there?—I know Mr. Cushing and 
Mr. Sturges ; Mr. Cushing is the largest. 

3423. What proportion do you conceive his business bore to the whole 
amount of the American transactions ?—I see the Company’s exports are put 
down for the year 1826-7, including the factory expenses and every thing, 
at 9,000,000 of dollars : I should suppose that the house of Perkins & Com¬ 
pany might have shipped during the past year 2,000,000 of dollars. 

3424. Do you conceive the Chinese to be an anti-commercial people ?—I 
should say not, they seem to be very fond of trade ; there is no unwilling¬ 
ness to deal with foreigners. 

3425. Were not Spanish dollars formerly the article chiefly shipped at Can¬ 
ton ?—From this country I believe they were, and from the United States. 

3426. When did the export of British manufactures on American account 
commence?—I think about the year 1819 or 1820. 

3427. Have you ever made any calculation as to the cost to the British 
public of the teas now brought by the Company, and sold here, over 
and above that which they would pay if bought on private account ?—■ 

I should say the teas cost the country about a million and a half more than 
they would if bought on private account. 

3428. Do you mean to say that the India Company derive a profit of a 
million and a half beyond what you consider would be a fair mercantile 
profit ?—Beyond a fair mercantile profit. 

3429. What would you consider to be a fair mercantile profit upon an 
article like tea, considering the distance it has to be brought, and the length 
of time that a person must lie out of his capital?—I should suppose 25 per 
cent, would be a fair mercantile profit on the Canton cost on the finer teas; 
perhaps the very coarse teas would bear rather more. 
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3430. Do you mean including freight and insurance ?—After paying freight 
and insurance. 

3431. Is that without taking into calculation any profit upon the outward 
cargo ?—Without that. I mean to say that on teas brought here, or brought 
to any market on the Continent, 25 per cent, would be a remunerating 
profit. 

3432. What should you consider the fair profit, as profit upon the use of 
the capital employed on such a trade?—Very small. It is a very regular 
certain trade, and I should suppose that five per cent, beyond simple interest 
of the money would be a fair profit. 

3433. In calculating this million and a half which you suppose the India 
Company to make beyond what you would consider a fair profit, do you 
take into consideration the expensive mode in which they conduct their 
operations, or do you mean to say only that the tea costs the consumer a 
million and a half more than it ought to do, and yet afford a mercantile 
return to the free trader?—I cannot enter into the question as to the expense 
by their mode of getting teas here; I only know what, in the course of the 
operations with which I am acquainted, the tea would cost me to deliver 
here. I think I could venture to contract to deliver it for one-third less than 
the Company’s sale prices in London. 

3434. Then your statement would not be disproved, if the East-India 
Company were to show that they did not, in fact, make a million and a half 
profit ?—I should think if that is so, it must be from some management 
different from what we are accustomed to 

3435. When you mentioned the sale price, did you mean the price at the 
Company’s public sales ?—Yes. 

3436. Is your calculation made with reference to the teas sold in other 
countries, or with reference to the teas sold here?—With reference to the 
profit on the operation. 

3437. You have said that the freight in a British ship would be higher 
than an American ship; do you know what the amount of freight is now 
between London and Calcutta in a British ship?—It is very low on some 
articles; £1, I believe, on heavy goods. But they cannot afford to carry 
goods at that price; it is the passengers that pay them, or some other com¬ 
pensation which they get. 

3438. On the average of the last two or three years, do you know what 
has been the freight on ships from London to Calcutta?—I should think 
during the whole of the last year the freight out of heavy goods, such as 
iron and copper, has not been above 30s., and the homeward freight has 
generally been £4 on similar goods, making altegether £5. 10s. 

3439. Would not the freight from London to Calcutta be the same as the 
freight from London to Canton ?—Certainly not. From London to Calcutta 
there are always a great many passengers, which pay very well. 

3440. Inde- 
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3440. Independently of the question of passengers, is not there as much 
risk attending the voyage from London to Calcutta as the voyage from 
London to Canton ?—Quite as much. 

3441. Have you been acquainted with the freight from this country to 
India ?—We have shipped pretty largely some years to Batavia, and we have 
also an acquaintance with the trade of Bengal. 

3442. You have stated that the tea brought from Canton to England is 
better in quality than the tea taken from Canton to America, or to the 
continent of Europe?—I say that it is so generally; there is as good tea 
goes to America, but generally it is not so good. 

3443. Are you not aware that the great bulk cf tea brought by the Com- 
pany to England is tea of an inferior description ?—It is what would be 
termed an inferior sort of tea. 

3444. Would not you term Congo an inferior sort of tea?—It is generally 
understood to be so. 

3445. Do you know the proportion that congo tea bears to the other 
sorts of tea imported upon the Company’s account from Canton ?—In 
1826-7 the Company exported of bohea tea, 54,000 peculs; of congo tea, 
171,000 peculs; of souchong, 2,000 ; of sunchi, 1,000; of pecco, 500; 
tonkay, 5,400 ; of skin, 2,000 ; of superior tonkay, 2,000. 

3446. Are the inferior descriptions of tea in as much demand in the 
United States and on the continent of Europe as they are in England ?—I 
doubt if that denomination of tea is much used in the United States; 
they confine themselves more to young hyson; the great consumption is 
green tea. 

3447. Do you know how that is on the continent of Europe ?—Supposing 
the cargoes sent to Europe are assorted to meet the demands there; I find, 
out of the 35,000, 1,500 bohea and 10,000 of congo; 4,600 campoy, 4,000 
souchong, 2,000 pecco, 3,000 hyson, 2,000 skin, 3,400 tonkay, 2,300 young 
hyson, 500 imperial, and 500 gunpowder. 

3448. Were you rightly understood to state that it is a prevalent opinion 
that the Company have an advantage in their purchase of tea, inasmuch as 
they contract for it ?—I have stated that the Company have no advantage 
in purchases of tea over other individuals, than what they derive from the 
magnitude of their operations, which any other commercial house would 
enjoy if moving a like amount of business. 

3449. You have expressed an opinion, that in the event of the China trade 
being thrown open, it would probably centre in this country; would that 
arise from cheaper purchases of tea, or from cheaper supplies in this country, 
or from cheaper shipping being engaged, or from what other cause?—There 
\frouId be a great export of manufactures to those regions, and of course 
something would be wanted for returns. They would bring back teas, and 
every description of produce they could find in those countries; and not 
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IS March 1830. only would bring back such* but perhaps increase them by the very act of 
~~ ., carrying manufactures, as many of the inhabitants of those countries, who 
Jomm Jmtes&stj. j lav{ , hitherto not laboured at all, seeing such beautiful things brought out 
from this country, would be desirous of possessing them, and proceed to 
labour to get something to buy them with ; and this course of trade would 
bring, perhaps, more tea here than is wanted ; ahd the price being reduced, 
it would either be bought for smuggling into the Continent, or for exporting 
to those places to which it could go legally. 

3450. Do you consider the trade in China susceptible of any great in¬ 
creased stimulus?—I see nothing to prevent it increasing very much. 

3451. Are you aware that the Company has already made efforts for that 
end ?-—That is very possible; but I think the Company is viewed with some 
degree of jealousy. Their ships have a sort of warlike character that sub¬ 
jects them to some degree of jealousy. I think individuals would be more 
likely to discover a mode of extending the trade. 

3452. What are the reasons upon which you form that opinion ?—It is 
formed from the experience of the course of trade in other places. I re¬ 
member that in 181,8 and 1819 the first shipments of British manufacture 
took place to Java and Manilla to any extent, and now those places have 
become very extensive markets. 

8458. The question alluded to the circumstance of the armed ships of the 
Goitipany being viewed with some degree of jealousy ?—-I have always un¬ 
derstood that the Chinese are a timid people; and in the case of Siam, I 
believe the Company sent an armed embassy there, and it failed, while 
Captain Coffin succeeded in trading very well. 

3454. Do the American ships carry any guns ?—They carry a few small 
guns. 

3455. What do they carry them for ?—To beat off pirates in case they 
should meet them. 

3456. When was the embassy from the Company to Cochin China, was it 
before Captain Coffin went thefe or after?—-It was after he had made one 
voyage there. 

3457. Do you suppose it failed because it was accompanied with an 
armed force ?—No doubt of it. 

3458. Do you think any such jealousy exists at Canton with respect to 
the Company’s ships coming armed ?—I should think they always felt some 
degree of fear, being defenceless there. 

8459. Do you think there would be less difficulty in individuals going 
with ships not armed than takes place now?—I should think there would; I 
think they would prefer to deal with private traders. 

3400. Have you known any difficulty that the Company have been under 
in carrying on their trade in consequence of having armed ships?—I do not 

know 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 355 

know that they have been under any absolute difficulty; but there is a 
feelino- of fear and jealousy I have always heard expressed. I remember the 
trade being stopped atone time by the inability of the Chinese to distinguish 
the Company’s ships from frigates. The frigate Dollis, I think, during the 
late war, was chasing an American ship off the mouth of the river ; the 
American escaped and she pursued her, by her boats, and captured her in 
the river. There was a stoppage then, I belieye, of the trade, owing to the 
Chinese not being able to distinguish between a Ring*; ship and a Company’s 

ship. 

3461. Have you ever heard from any of your correspondents what was 
likely to be the result in case of the trade being opened at Sincapore, 
whether it was likely to become an emporium for the sale of tea ?—I have 
never heard any thing from my correspondents about it. 

3462. Have you not heard that the Americans were likely to carry on a 
trade there, supposing they had not been prohibited by the Company ?—I 
do not think the Americans would, because they have free access to Canton. 

3463. Do you see any advantage that would be likely to arise upon the 
trade to Sincapore, which does not exist at Canton, with respect to any differ¬ 
ence in the duties upon the export of teas by Chinese ships as compared 
with foreign ships?—It is probable there may be some little difference, 
although I & cannot state what it is; but I should think that a trade in that 
way, which would be carried on in Chinese junks, would be very irregular, 
and not to be depended on much. 

3464. Can you state the amount of the trade carried on between the 
north-west of America and Canton ?—I should suppose it might be to the 
extent of half a million of dollars; it is falling off, I believe, now. 

3465. Can you furnish the Committee with a statement of the prices paid 
by'the Americans for tea at Canton ?—I can state the prices paid at any 
given time; here are the prices-current with the last season. 

° 3466. Will you have the goodness to state them ?—The current prices 
were as follows: bohea, 10 to 12 tales per pecul; congou, 14 to 20 tales 
per pecul; campoy, 14 to 20 tales per pecul; souchong, 14 to 25 tales per 
pecul; pecco, none; hyson skin, 9 to 18 tales per pecul; tonkay and 
sino-lo, 15 to 20 tales per pecul; young hyson, 20 to 35 tales per pecul; 
hyson, 30 to 45 tales per pecul; imperial, 40 to 50 tales per pecul; gun¬ 
powder, 40 to 52 tales per pecul. 

3467. In estimating the profits of the Company, beyond the profit which 
a private merchant would require, to amount to a million and a half, have 
you referred to the tables laid before Parliament, stating the prime cost at 
Canton and the amount of the sale prices ?—I have referred to those. 

3468. Have you seen any advices with respect to the sales of bills at 
Canton, which would lead you to imagine that the American commercial 
transactions have remained undisturbed, after the movements which are 
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15 March 1830. supposed to have lately take place at that port?—I have no doubt that the 
~~ American trade goes on, from extracts from the China papers, which men- 
us ma Bates,Esq. ti 0 n transactions in different kinds of goods, which could not take place if 
the trade were not going on. 

3469. Do you think that the free traders in Canton do not derive pro¬ 
tection and benefit from the existence of the Company’s Factory keeping 
the Chinese authorities in awe ?—The trade may be more steady in con¬ 
sequence of the regularity with which the Company move, but I should not 
think it gave them any additional security in their operations. 
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Mr. JOHN DEANS called in, and examined. 

16 March 1830. 3470. In what part of the East-Indies have you resided ? —In the Eastern 

,, rr~~ n Archipelago. 

Mr. John Deans. * _ , , .... 

3471. For how many years have you resided there?—I resided there con¬ 
stantly for upwards of twenty years. 

3472. Where was your residence during that period ?—I resided for three 

years in Prince of Wales’ Island, and the rest in Java: for two years I 
was travelling about the Archipelago—the first two years of my beine- in 
the East. 7 8 

3473. Will you be so good as to state the period at which you went to 
the East, and at which you left it?—-I arrived in the East in 1806; I left 
Java in the beginning of 1828: during that time I was a little more than 
two years in Europe. 

3474. In what capacity were you residing in the East ?—Generally as a 
merchant; for the greater part of that time as a merchant and agent. 

3475. Had you any opportunities, during your residence in the East, to 
acquire any knowledge of the Chinese population, and did you come in con¬ 
tact with that population ?—My principal intercourse was with Chinese 
settlers in the Archipelago; I carried on extensive commercial transactions 
with them. 

3476 . Did those commercial transactions give you any opportunities of 
knowing and studying their character ?-—I had considerable opportunities. 

3477* Are the Chinese settlers numerous in the Indian Archipelago ?—. 
They are computed at about 20,000 in Batavia and its environs, and perhaps 
twice the number throughout Java and throughout the Archipelago: they 
are very numerous, but I have not the means of stating their exact number. 

3478. What 
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3478. What are their chief pursuits at Batavia ?—They are traders, they 
are mechanics, and they are sometimes cultivators., that is to say, in Java, 
superintending cultivators; they are farmers of land, and owners of it in 
some parts. 

3479. What is their character as traders, speaking generally ?—-They are 
keen, enterprizing traders, extremely expert in their dealings, and understand 
the nature of the trade of those countries in which they are settled perhaps 
better than any other people. 

3480. Have they information that enables them to carry on their com¬ 
mercial transactions with advantage ?—They seem to have very accurate in¬ 
formation, and receive it very quickly too. 

3481. Can you state any instance of their mode of acquiring information, 
and the quickness with which they receive it?—It is a well-known fact in 
Java, that they receive commercial information throughout the distant parts 
of Java much earlier than European merchants do who communicate through 
the regular government post. 

3482. Are there amongst them persons of wealth acquired in commerce ? 
—There are, of considerable wealth. 

3483. What is their character as merchants, with reference to the punctu¬ 
ality of their dealings and the mode of transacting business ?—Those who 
have obtained a high reputation are extremely tenacious of it, and they are 
very punctual in all their dealings. 

3484. Do they appear to possess more or less of the characteristics which 
are requisite for the business of a merchant than the natives of other orien¬ 
tal countries?—I do not think they are exceeded by the natives of any 
country as a commercial people. 

3485. Do you include European countries ?—I do. 

3486. Is it difficult to transact business with them?—Not the least; I 
have never had any difficulty with the Chinese. 

3487. Have you, in point of fact, transacted much business with them ?— 

I have, very extensive business. 

3488. Will you state what that business was ?—1 imported largely British 
manufactures to Java, and the medium of communication with the natives 
was generally through the Chinese, who purchased from me in whole cases 
or bales, and retailed to natives, giving me their simple notes of hand for 
payment, and being always punctual in meeting those demands. 

3489. You have stated that there are about 20,000 Chinese residing in 
Batavia ; are they dispersed among the other inhabitants, or do they form a 

* class residing separately ?—In Batavia, as in all other large towns throughout 

the Archipelago, they reside in what is called the China Camp, which is a 
part of the town appropriated to themselves, and there they retain their own 
usages and customs; even the architecture of the town is the same as in 
China, and the very mode of arranging the household is the same. 

3490. Is 
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3490. Is any proportion of the population of a permanent character, or is 
it altogether a migratory one ?*—'They are generally pf a permanent charac. 
ter, but there are some that return to China occasionally, 

3491. Are those the most wealthy that return, or do the more wealthy fix 
there ?—'They are generally wealthy people that return, 

3492. Is there shown amongst them, with respect to their own con¬ 
sumption, any indisposition to articles of European produce ?—Not the least 
indisposition to articles of European produce, but rather a growing taste for 
them of late. 

3493. Are you aware of the existence of any customs or prejudices which 
indispose them to the use or consumption of articles of European produce 
or manufacture ?—I am not aware of any. 

3494*. What articles of European produce seem to be matters of desire to 
the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia ?—As household furniture, they are very 
partial to our glass-ware of all descriptions, to our mirrors, and other articles 
of ornament, and the consumption of them has greatly increased since the 
traders have conformed to their partialities as to shapes and patterns. 

3495. With respect to dress, what is their practice ?—'The form of a 
Chinaman’s dress is always the same wherever he is; but the articles of 
which it is now composed throughout Java generally consist of European 
manufactures. There are some few suited to the climate, and which have 
not been intimated by us, still Chinese. 

3496- What articles of European manufacture are used in the dress of the 
Chinese inhabitants in Java ?—Woollens and cotton cloths; the latter very 
extensively 

^ 3497- Have you any reason to form an opinion whether the taste for 
European manufactures which exists amongst the Chinese inhabitants of Java 
is peculiar to them, or whether it extends also to the inhabitants of the 
empire itself?—I cannot exactly state this. The settlers are Chinese; their 
habits and manners are the same in the Archipelago as in their native 
country, 1 believe, and they readily adopt our manufactures in preference 
to their own, when those are cheaper and better. When 1 first, went to Java, 
in 1811, they were almost exclusively clothed in Chinese manufactures, and 
I witnessed a revolution there which almost clothed them in European manu¬ 
factures, during the time I was there. 

3498. In what interval of time was that change effected?—I commenced 
as a merchant and agent in 1813 : at that time I do not think the consum- 
tion of British manufactures exceeded 300 cases throughout the whole of 
Java; in 1826, the last year of which I have any precise account, the impor¬ 
tation of cottons exceeded 6,000 cases in Java. 

3499- Can you state what the value of those 6,000 cases might be in the 
market of Batavia ?—I think they may be taken upon an average at about 
£60 a case, 

3500. Did 
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3500. Did the consumption of woollens and other European articles in- 
crease in somewhat an analogous proportion ?—Perhaps not so extensively; 
they did increase very considerably, and I myself at one time imported 
very extensively. 

3501. During your stay at Batavia, have you known many new Chinese 
settlers fix themselves at the China Camp ?—The junks generally import, I 
think, from 800 to about 1,500, or sometimes more, annually, settlers from 
China. 

3502. Among those new settlers is there any difficulty in promoting a 
consumption of European manufactures ?—-They generally arrive very poor, 
but as soon as they obtain the means of purchasing, they do not long delay 
availing themselves, of it. 

3503. you have stated that many of the persons that acquired wealth in 
Java returned with their wealth to China, were those persons who so returned 
persons who were consumers of British goods and manufactures ?—-They 
were. 

3504k Have they, on returning to China, been dispersed over different 
parts of the country, or have they been confined to one particular province? 
—They have generally gone back to the province to which they belonged. 

3505. Do the emigrants to Batavia belong to one particular province, or 
do they come from different parts of the empire ?—They come from different 
parts of the empire, particularly the two provinces of Canton and Fokien. 

3506. Are you aware what numbers annually return from Java to China? 
—No, l am not aware ; they are very few indeed compared with those who 
come to Java. 

3507* Have the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia any particular prejudices 
with regard to their diet and the consumption of their food ?—Not the least. 

I have dined with the Chinese merchants at as good a dinner as I could have 
got any where in India, and I have seen recently a growing taste among 
them for hams, both the York and Westphalia, for fish, such as mackarel and 
herrings, for salt butter, and for wine and beer, and particularly Geneva. 

3508. You have stated that the Chinese at Batavia are purchasers of 
European produce for their own consumption, and also that they purchase 
for sale to others; is that as retail traders ?—Yes; as retail traders, they are 
generally the medium of communication between the Europeans and the na¬ 
tives of the Archipelago. 

3509. Is that trade carried on by them for cash, or by bills ?—Occasion¬ 
ally both. They frequently sell for cash; and very often they barter for 
produce, which they sell again to European merchants. 

3510. In what description of vessels is the trade carried on between 
Batavia and China ?—There is a trade in junks; and there is also a trade in 
vessels of different nations, particularly Americans. 
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351L Confining yourself to the junks, will you state what description of 
vessels, and of what size?—In consequence of the vexatious forms in the 
customs of Batavia the trade in junks fell off; and I think m 1825 there 
were only four junks, the trade being confined to Batavia, amounting to 440 
lasts or 880 tons. Since that there has been a modification of the custom¬ 
house regulations; the forms have been rendered more easy to them, and 
the eastern ports of Java have been opened, and now the trade is consider¬ 
ably increased I think the last that I heard of the junks was, that seven 
or eight had arrived in Java; certainly that number, if not more. 

3512. Of what tonnage are those junks chiefly ?—Their tonnage varies ; I 
do not think that any of them exceed 400 tons, as far as I could judge or 
learn from the Chinese themselves. 

3513. What is the general average ?—The general average may be about 
300 tons. 

3514. Can you state what has been the amount of the exports from Java 
to China?—The exports from Java to China in 1825, which was one of the 
worst years of the trade, but the only year I have an accurate account of, 
exceeded about 2,700,000 guilders, or £225,000; that was the year in which 
the port of Batavia only was opened. 

3515. Of what produce did that consist?—There was about £54,000 in 
specie, £40,000 worth of birds’-nests, £4,250 of Netherlands woollens, and 
the remainder consisted of a variety of articles, such as pepper, betel-nut, 
rattans, tripang, &c. 

3516. What is tripang?—It is a sea-slug that is fished in the Eastern 
Archipelago. It was formerly only found in the Eastern Archipelago, prin- 
cipally about the Gulph of Carpentaria ; the amount of it was about 14,000 
peculs, which was sent to China, value about £120,000. It has been lately 
found to abound on the coast of Ceylon and in the Mauritius, and is likely 
to become an important article in the trade with China. 

3517. Was there any opium forming part of that trade?—-There was; 
but not to any considerable extent, and principally Turkey opium. 

3518. What were the imports at that time into Batavia from China?— 
They amounted to about £7-5,000. The imports were principally by the 
junks; the exports were by all vessels. 

3519. Of what did the imports consist ?—A variety of articles suited to 
the Chinese settlers, of which about 7,800 was in teas. 

3520. Can you state the number of square-rigged vessels which sailed 
from Batavia, "or touched there in their way to China in that same year ?— 
In 1825, the number of square-rigged vessels which touched at Batavia in 
their way to China was sixteen. 

3521. From what countries?—Three were Dutch, four English, one Por¬ 
tuguese, and eight Americans. 

3522. Have 
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3522. Have you had occasion to consider how far the Eastern Archipelago 
might become a channel through which teas could be sent to Europe ?— 

I have. 

3523. On what occasion, and under what circumstances, did you turn 
your attention to that subject ?—In the beginning of 1822, when there was 
a talk of the Stoppage of the trade, I thought it advisable to consult the 
agents of the junks as to the practicability of their bringing teas suited to 
the European market to Batavia; they assured me that if any interruption 
of the European trade occurred, they thought they could bring a very corn 
siderable quantity next year. 

3524. Was this communication with persons upon whose truth and fidelity 
you had reason to rely ?—They were the supercargoes and agents of junks; 
men who conduct the whole of the trade in the junks. 

3525. Were they persons with whom you had other commercial trans¬ 
actions that enabled you to rely upon the statements they made ?—Yes; and 
the communication was made to them through these merchants, with whom 
1 had had extensive dealings. 

3526. Did the communications so far impress themselvfes upon your mind, 
as that if the event had occurred of the stoppage of the direct China trade, 
you would have given orders, and relied on the executiojn of those orders for 
'supplies of tea in the way suggested ?—I did not entertain the least doubt 
that the Chinese with whom I proposed the arrangement would have brought 
all the teas they could have procured, on their return from China the next 
season, and that they would have brought me particular accounts how far 
they could have continued that trade, which they seemed to be pretty con¬ 
fident they could do to a considerable extent. 

3527. Should you apprehend that a trade so carried on would have ex¬ 
posed merchants like yourself engaging in it to any fraud in the quality of 
the goods supplied?—I had some apprehension of that, and I mentioned it 
to those Chinese ; but they assured me I need be under no apprehension, 
for that they dealt with respectable men, who always attached their chop or 
name to the packages, and that they had never been deceived. They re¬ 
minded me of a circumstance that was perfectly well known to myself, 
which was of the tobacco of the Cadoo, which is a province in the centre of 
Java, which passes throughout the whole of the Archipelago, bearing the 
name of the cultivator, and according to his reputation it bears a price 
without even being examined. I had dealt largely in this article, and I 
knew that this was the case; and of course I could only assent to that 
observation. 

3528. Are the Committee to understand that there is a class of cultivators 
in Java, being Chinese, who deal in tobacco in the way you have described ? 
—They are Chinese cultivators, whose names are a guarantee for the quality 
of the tobacco they sell. 

2 Z 3529. During 
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3529. During your residence at Batavia, have you had any evidence of 
disadvantages to which British ships have been subject, in consequence of 
their exclusion from the ports of China?—I have had many. I have often, 
myself, in shipping goods to China, been obliged either to get freight on 
foreign vessels, or to hire Dutch colonial vessels to proceed to the Straits of 
Sunda to meet the Company’s ships, for the purpose of either disposing of 
the produce I had for the China market, or of sending it on freight to China. 

3530. Have you known any arrivals at Batavia from New South Wales 
in quest of freight ?—Many ; there are generally every year a considerable 
number of ships come from New South Wales in quest of freight. 

3531. Has the state of the law put you under the necessity of shipping 
consignments of produce in foreign vessels ?—I have shipped in foreign 
vessels for China, because I could not avail myself of the unemployed Bri¬ 
tish tonnage which was lying in the harbour to proceed to China, and 
which would gladly have done so. 

3532. What produce have you shipped to China ?—I have shipped tin in 
large quantities, and spices, and various other articles. 

3533. Have you known other British merchants compelled to have recourse 
to the same arrangement?—AH my countrymen in Batavia settled as mer¬ 
chants were occasionally reduced to the same predicament, and I know that 
throughout the Archipelago it is the same. 

3534. Do you recollect the circumstances of the scarcity which occurred 
in the year 1824 ?—I do. 

3535. Were there any opportunities at that time afforded that would 
have admitted of the profitable employment of British shipping ?—I per¬ 
fectly recollect that when the news of the scarcity in China first arrived in 
Batavia, and of the edict admitting vessels with cargoes of grain free of port 
charges, there were some English ships in the roads, and some expected, that 
would have been despatched with rice to China, but of course they could 
not be availed of in consequence of their not being allowed to go to China. 

3536. Do foreign ships call at Batavia on their way to China ?—They do, 
particularly Americans, and avail themselves of all the chances of markets in 
their way. 

35.37. In what respect do they avail themselves of the chances of markets? 
-—They get recent accounts from China of the state of the markets, and they 
there either dispose of their outward investments, or lay in such products of 
the Archipelago as are suited to the China market. 

3538. From your intercourse during so many years with the Chinese, 
can you state to the Committee, whether they are indifferent to foreign 
trade or attach any importance to its ‘advantages ?—The Chinese of the 
Archipelago, who I believe do not differ from the Chinese in their native 
country, are very sensible of the importance of commerce, and are, as I have 
already observed, the keenest speculators perhaps in the country. 

3539. Are 
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3539. Are you aware whether the foreign commerce of China becomes a 
source of revenue to the Chinese government, and a matter of interest to 
the Chinese authorities?—The foreign commerce of China is very extensive ; 
it exceeds, I believe, considerably £12,000,000 sterling, and of course, 
although not altogether a legal commerce, still from the greater part of it 
being so, the Chinese government derive a revenue, and a very considerable 
one as I understand, from it. 

3540. Have you reason to know in what light the European imports into 
China are considered by the Chinese people, or whether they could easily 
be dispensed with by them ?—I know that the imports to China are of far 
more importance to that empire than perhaps the tea is to this country, great 
as it is considered, inasmuch as the opium, which is now a very extensive 
article of import into China, is generally used there; and when once a per¬ 
son has been accustomed to the use of it, it cannot easily be dispensed with 
without danger to his health, and perhaps his life. 

3541. Do you state that from your experience of the habits and customs 
of the Chinese people at Batavia and in the Archipelago ?—I do. I had a 
great deal to do in the opium trade at Java, and of course saw a great deal 
of the use it was put to; and from my own observation of its effects, I can 
state, that those who have been long in the habit of using it could not have 
dispensed with the use of it without serious injury to their health. 

3542. Are you aware whether the use of opium is increasing ?—It has 
increased very rapidly indeed in China. I saw a statement of the imports 
into China down to the beginning of 1829, which stated it to amount to 
nearly two millions of pounds weight, considerably exceeding two millions 
and a half sterling in value. 

3543. Are the other articles imported into China articles of which the in¬ 
habitants could not be deprived without a considerable degree of inconve¬ 
nience ?—We may very easily judge of some of them. We ourselves could 
not well dispense with the spices, which are used in China as generally as in 
any other country. Some of them are articles of luxury, such as birds’-nests, 
which are imported to a very considerable amount in China ; also trepang, 
and sinews of different animals, are of course not perhaps indispensable, but 
as much so as the tea is to us from habit, among the grandees of the coun¬ 
try ; and again, the betel-nut, which is used very extensively in China, is 
also an article indispensable to the lower orders in particular. 

3544. From your experience of Java, and your knowledge of the increased 
consumption that took place in that island by the opening of the trade, what 
do you consider would be the effect of opening the trade to China itself, so 
far as relates to the consumption of European produce and manufactures ? 
—The enterprize of British subjects in Java was very much aided indeed by 
the activity of the Chinese in conforming our manufactures to the tastes and 
habits of the people, and from the very rapid extension of the use of those 
manufactures almost entirely superseding the native manufactures. I have 
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not the least doubt but the same change would take place in China, making 
allowances, of course, for the difficulties that axe attendant upon having only 
one legal port. 

3545. At the time of the occupation of Java in 1811, in what manufac¬ 
tured articles were the inhabitants, Chinese and natives, clothed ?—The 
natives were clothed in manufactures of their own partly, and partly in the 
manufactures of British India j the Chinese principally in Chinese manu¬ 
factures. 

3546. How long did this state of things continue ?—It began to change 
at the opening of the trade in 1814; and in 1828, when I left Java, the 
natives were almost exclusively clothed in British manufactures, and the 
Chinese very generally. Still, of course, they used some Chinese manufac¬ 
tures, which we have not yet been able to imitate successfully. 

3547- Are there any particular European manufactures which were pre¬ 
pared and adapted for Chinese consumption ?—I myself took great pains in 
ascertaining the tastes, not only of the natives of Java, but of the Chinese, 
and was very greatly aided by the Chinese iti obtaining the necessary pat¬ 
terns and forms, which I brought home to this country, and carried out a 
very extensive consignment conformable to those patterns; which plan was 
followed afterwards by the other British merchants, and succeeded most 
eminently. 

3548. Of what description were those articles ?—With regard to broad¬ 
cloths, the particular object was to get colours suited to the people. They 
were pi'incipally cottons : woollens to some extent, but the cottons were the 
greatest quantity. 

3549. How did the British imitation stand in quality and price, as com¬ 
pared with the articles which you imitated ?—The best proof of how they 
stood in quality and price, as compared with the articles imitated, was the 
almost entire suppression of the native manufactures. 

3550. Are the Committee to understand that there was a substitution 
of British manufactures for the native manufactures at that place ?—There 
was. 

3551. In 1826, had the British manufactures so far displaced the Oriental 

manufactures as to give a sufficient supply of clothing to the people ?_Most 

unquestionably the people, as I have already stated, are now almost entirely 
clothed in British manufactures. But not only were the native fabrics of 
Java almost entirely superseded, but all the finer fabrics of Bengal wex’e at 
last unsaleable in the market of Java, and the trade with British India re¬ 
duced to a comparative trifle as regarded manufactures. 

3552. What is the amount of the population of Java, in which this increased 
consumption ol Bi’itish manufacture took place by the influence of free trade? 
It is computed at about 5,000,000. 

3553. W hat is your idea of the population of the empire of China ?—From 

the 
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the statement I have seen, the population of the Chinese empire is computed, 
somewhere between 140,000,000 and 150,000,000. 

3554. Do you consider that there are other articles besides those which 
are at present imported into China, which might, under the operation of 
a free trade, find a profitable sale there ?—Judging from what has taken 
place in Java, where the Chinese do not differ from those in their native 
country, I should conceive there ai'e many articles of sale which might be 
extended. 

3555. Can you state to the Committee any instance of the discovery of a 
new article, or the extension of production of an old one, that has added to 
the value of the imports into China ?—I can state one, perhaps not of great 
importance, but it would show that there are many others with respect to 
which the same thing might be done. The large glasses or rummers, which 
are used in their houses for burning a light before their gods, opposite their 
front door. I noticed them on one occasion as being made of imperfect 
China-glass : I asked the Chinese if they would have any objection to British 
manufacture, if the same patterns were preserved, and they gave me pat¬ 
terns of them, which I brought home and had manufactured at Birmingham. 
I took them out, and had them sold for a considerable price, and they have 
since continued to be supplied from different places to a great extent. 

3556. You have stated the increased consumption of tripang, has that 
been an article of late introduction as an import from the Archipelago into 
China ?—Not from the Archipelago; but it has been recently discovered to 
abound on the coasts of Ceylon and the Mauritius, and is likely to become 
an article of considerable trade. 

3557. Have you yourself dealt in the article ?-*-I have, in the article 
prepared in the Archipelago} but a year or two before I came home I had 
a consignment from Ceylon, from a house there, for the purpose of ascer¬ 
taining its value in the China market, to sell it in short for the China market. 
It was damaged on the voyage ; but some of it had escaped, and I had an 
opportunity of ascertaining its quality and value, and I found that, in 
consequence of the imperfect way in which it was prepared at Ceylon, that 
it was inferior generally to the tripang of the Archipelago ,and classed with 
the lower qualities. 

3558. Is there a considerable demand for it in China ?—Very extensive 
demand ; the supply has never yet equalled the demand. 

3559. Are you aware what the total quantity imported into China in 
value has been in any one year ?—-I have already stated it at about 14,000 
peculs. I do not know the amount now, because I do not know the extent 
to which it is sent from Ceylon and the Mauritius ; the value of that is 
about £120,000. 

8560. Is the article called tripang the same as beche-de-mer ?—It is. 

3561. Supposing that any political or commercial transactions should 

lead 
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lead to a prohibition of the direct intercourse between the European powers 
and the empire of China itself, do you conceive that the Chinese trade, 
both in exports and imports, might be carried on through the Eastern 
Archipelago?—I cannot conceive that the Chinese can stop their trade, tor 
the reasons already stated; but that if they did, 1 certainly think that it 
m i K ht be carried on in that way, perhaps with some difficulty at first, but 
it would at last, I am of opinion, be carried on as regularly as it is now, in 
spite of all prohibition by that government. 

3562. Have the Chinese at Batavia evinced any jealousy or indisposition 
to the consumption of our manufactures, or to trading with us ?■—Not the 

3563. You have stated that some of the Chinese settlers in the island of 
Java are agriculturists ?—They are. 

3564. Do they acquire property in land there?—They do not; they rent 
land. In the towns they acquire, of course, property in their houses ; but 
in the country they are generally farmers of the land. In the district of 
Batavia they do acquire land where Europeans are allowed to hold land, but 
not in the native provinces. 

3565. From your acquaintance with the Chinese, and other parts of the 
East, is your opinion with respect to the Chinese population generally the 
same as that which you have now stated with reference to the Chinese 
inhabitants of Batavia?—I was settled in Penang for three years, and I had 
charge of the pepper plantations of the late Mr. Scott there, which were 
entirely cultivated by Chinese, and I found no difference in their habits 
and manners in Penang from what I did in Java or in Sincapore, or m any 
othqr countries through which I travelled. 

3566. 1'ou have stated that you had doubts whether they would furnish 
good tea to the extent of the tea required for the European consumption* 
and the only satisfaction you had was from what the Chinese told you ?— 
Of course, 1 could have no other means of obtaining information upon the 

subject. 

3567. With respect to our manufactures being used, as you say, in great 
quantities in the Archipelago, do not you know that that was owing to the 
great fall that took place in the price of cotton goods . Ot course 1 am 
sensible of that: if our goods were not cheaper and better than then own 
fabrics, they would never have given them the preference. 

3568. Has not that had the same effect in India to supersede the native 
fabrics very much ?—I believe the effect is similar every where. In India, 
of course, it has had the same effect. 

3569. Have you examined the cloths of the two countries, the Chinese 
and the English, with respect to durability ?—I have : I have dealt in them 
both. 

3570 . Do you think that the British are preferable in that respect^— 
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The Chinese are more durable, because they can afford to put a greater 
quantity of the raw material into the cloths ; but the British cloths are 
generally a liner looking fabric, and please them much better. The natives, 
I believe, if they can get them cheap, are not very particular with regard 
to the durability. 

3571. If tea was supplied to Europe through the Archipelago, must; it 
not be supplied at a higher price than it could be supplied direct from 
Canton ?—No ; the Chinese tell me, that in consequence of lower duties 
by their vessels, they thought they could supply it cheaper. 

3572. Must not there be a trans-shipment ?—If they brought the black 
teas from the province in which they are grown to Batavia, I think they 
would not be much dearer than they are at Canton. 

3573. Do not you know that they cannot bring them from the province 
in which they are grown ?—I know that they cannot legally bring them, 
but I know that they do bring them. 

3574. From what parts of China ?—From both parts, but particularly 
from Fokien, from Amoy. 

3575. Did you ever examine the qualities of teas sold in Canton, and 
those which were purchased in the Archipelago ?—Yes, I have. 

3576. Do not you know that the black tea which is purchased by the 
Company at Canton is of the best quality of black tea, and better than any 
other that can be procured ?—I am not aware of that. I know that the 
Company do purchase the best teas, but I am not aware that they are 
better than any other purchased in the market. 

3577. Have you not heard that they have a right of pre-emption, at least 
that they have the offer of all the black tea at Canton ?—I am aware that 
they have a preference ; but I think there are many chops of good teas that 
the Company do not get at last, so I have understood. The only pre¬ 
emption that the Company have is the making contracts the season before, 
as far as I understand, which gives them the choice of a great quantity 
of tea. 

3578. Is not that preference given solely by the Hong merchants ; are 
you aware whether the outside merchants give the Company preference ?— 
No; the Company have a selection from a certain quantity of teas, as far 
as I have understood, but not from the whole of the black teas. 

3579. Have you been at Canton yourself ?—I have. I was twice there, 
but it is a long while ago; and except in so far as my observation has 
enabled me to compare the manners and habits of the people in China with 
those of the settlers in the Archipelago, of course I would wish to speak 
with diffidence upon that subject. 

S580. So far as your observations have gone, have your observations upon 
your own visits at Canton been confirmed by what you have seen and heard 
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- Canton; but so far as my observations went, I have seen very little dif- 

Mr. John Deans, ferenee between the manners and habits of the people in their native 
country and those settled in the Archipelago. 

3581. How long were you each time at Canton ?—I cannot state exactly 
the time* but I think it was between two and three months each time. 

3582. In what year?—In 1806-7 and 1807-8. 

3583. Can you state what are the duties upon tea and upon other goods 
in China, exported in native vessels, as compared with the duties on the 
same goods exported in foreign vessels ?—I believe the proportion is about 
one-third. 

3584. Do you believe that tea could be supplied for consumption in this 
country at two-thirds the price it now bears, if the Company’s monopoly 
no longer existed ?—Judging from the price in other countries, I should 
think certainly it might for less, and particularly if we pay for it in our 
manufactures by a free trade. 

3585. In what degree would the expense of transmitting merchandize to 
and from Canton become increased, if trans-shipment at Sincapore were 
had recourse to?—I have no means of stating the expense accurately, 
because the freights will depend entirely upon the quantity of shipping that 
is to be had at the time. If the port of Canton was free to British shipping, 
I wnnk the expense would be considerably less than the freight that the 
Company pay direct to Great Britain upon it. 

3586. Is there any other intermediate port more direct for trans-shipment 
than Sincapore, and at what difference of charge ?—Sincapore is as well 
suited as any other port; but there are ports in Java, viz. Batavia and 
Angier, where there are entrepots established, and where the same trade 
might be conducted, and I do not think the charge would differ very 
materially. 

3587. If the Chinese government interdicts the transit of teas to Sinca¬ 
pore, what would be the expense of breaking through that interdiction ?— 
There would be no additional expense or obstruction to what there is now, 
because it is illicit now. 

3588. Does it go clear of charge, notwithstanding the interdiction, now? 
—It goes with the usual charges which Chinese vessels pay. 

3589. Could not the tea only be brought from China to Java by smug¬ 
gling ?—Yes. 

3590. You have said that you think tea could be furnished to this country 
at less than two-thirds of the present price, and you said you formed that 
opinion from the price of tea elsewhere; where did you mean ?—I mean on 
the Continent of Europe and in America. 

3591. Is the tea on the Continent of Europe of the same quality as the 
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tea that is sold by the Company here ?~I have always understood so. I have 
drunk tea on the Continent, and I have drunk tea in this country. I am 
no great judge; but I could not perceive there was any difference in the 
quality. 

3592. If any witness has said that it is of inferior quality, would you say 
that he is mistaken ?—No. Inferior tea is sometimes carried to the Con¬ 
tinent, because there the trade is free; but here, the trade being all in the 
hands of the Company, the quality is more equal. But there have been 
old teas bought in the Archipelago, taken there; and old teas are always 
inferior to new. 

3593. Is the tea taken to the Continent old tea ?—Some of it; but I 
believe not a great proportion, indeed very little. 

3594. It has been stated, that the tea with which the Continent is supplied 
is generally an inferior description as compared with the tea used here, is 
that consistent with your knowledge ?—I have understood to the contrary ; 
not that it is better, but that it is not generally inferior. 

3595. If you, as a merchant, with a freedom of trade, were exporting 
teas to two countries, the one a rich country and the other a poor country, 
would you or would you not adapt the quality of the teas to the market with 
which you were dealing ?—Most unquestionably. 

3596. You stated that there were at one time four English ships that 
touched at Batavia on their way to China, what were those English ships? 
Country ships from India. 

3597. Was the tea which was brought to Batavia from China brought from 
the provinces where the tea is grown, or from Canton ?—From Fokien, where 
the black tea is grown. 

3598. Did you ever purchase good tea in the junks at Batavia?—‘The 
description of tea brought by the Chinese junks is what we consider an infe¬ 
rior quality, suited to the taste of the Chinese settlers and the natives; but 
I have purchased very excellent green tea and pekoe; but they import a 
very small quantity of that description. 

3599. Was the green tea which you so purchased brought from the pro¬ 
vince where the green tea is grown ?—That was brought from Canton. 

3600. Is there any intercourse between Batavia and the province of Kiang- 
nan ?—I am not aware of that. 

3601. Are you aware that green tea is grown in the province of Kiang-nan ? 
—Yes, it is grown in the southern province. 

3602. And that that province is a maritime province ?—I am not perfectly 
aware of the situation of it. 

3603. You have stated that the English manufactures have superseded 
the manufactures of Java and of China, in a great measure ; can you state 
whether there is any Chinese manufacture which at all resembles the 
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English woollens ?—I have seen a kind of flannel that they make, but I have 
not seen much of it, nor am I aware of its exact quality. 

3604. Is it made of sheep’s wool ?—It appears to be wool, or a mixture of 
wool and cotton. 

3605. What is the latitude of Batavia ?—Six south. 

3606. Is it a fact that woollens are at a certain time of the year in request 
in that latitude ?—Woollens are in general request in that latitude, and very 
generally worn by all the classes that can afford them, both natives and 
Chinese. 

3607. At what time of the year do they use them ?—Throughout the 
year they require them, but more particularly in the rainy season, when there 
is a general moisture. 

3608. Do you know whether there is a considerable import of furs into 
China ?—I have understood so, but I am not acquainted with that trade. 

3609. Can you give the Committee any information with respect to the 
trade with Japan?—The Dutch are allowed to trade with Japan, and they 
are only allowed to send two ships. The trade was conducted until two years 
ago by the Dutch government of Java. I have here a list of the cargoes in 
the year 1825, both the imports and exports. Since that it has got into 
the hands of the Dutch East-India Company, and they have very considerably 
extended it, I believe. 

3610. Will you state the principal items of the trade ?—In the Japan 
trade in 1825 there were two ships, amounting in all to about 1,300 tons; 
one was 600 and the other was 700 tons. The export cargoes consisted of 
100 ps. sandal-wood ; 1,167 ps. Japan-wood ; 500 buffalo hides: 1,638 lbs. 
ivory, valued at 3,247 f.; 61 lbs. camphor Baros, or Malay camphor, valued 
at 3,234 f.; 225 Java mats; 24 ps. cocoa-nut oil; 113 ps. cloves, value 
18,936 f.; 6,991 ps. sugar, value 104,968 f., 338 ps. tin, 18,936 f.; Bengal 
piece-goods to the value of 20,896 f.; hardware and porcelain, 2,250 f.; 
jewellery, 1,100 f.; glass-ware, 3,748 f.; Netherlands broad-cloths, 75,209 f.; 
lead, 147 ps. 2,793 f.; Netherlands cotton goods, 61,332 f.; medicine and 
sundries ; making the total value of the export cargoes 373,853 f., or at 12s. 
ps. £31,154. 8s. 4 d. Thejmport cargoes consisted of, viz. 720 ps. camphor, 
69,120 f. ; 10,745 ps. copper, 617,862 f. ; 426 ps. crape, 17,748 f. ; cotton 
cloth, 13,978 f.; medicine, 2,270 f,; provisions, 3,327 f-; sackie and soy, 
14,332 f.; wheat 207 bags, 2,156 f. ; silks, 31,600 f.; sundries, 96,089 f.; 
making in all, Dutch florins, 868,482= £72,373. 10s. 

3611. Are the Dutch the only European nation now allowed to trade 
with Japan?—They are. 

3612. Do any other European nation trade at all with them?—I am not 
aware that any European nation trades with them. I saw a captain of a ship 
from Bengal who got upon that coast, and the boats came oft’ to him in 
great numbers and purchased every kind of article they had of British mana- 

factures; 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 371 


faetures; they had very little, unfortunately, but they sold all that they had 
in barter for provisions, which they were out of. The officers of the govern- 
ment also came on board and ordered him off, but at the same time asked 
him if he had cloth such as his coat was made of, and any articles of that 
kind ; that they were anxious to purchase them. He said he had not: and 
when he came back they told him to be sure to bring articles of that kind, 
but on no account was he to come back. 

3613. To what port is it that the Dutch are confined in Japan?—Nanga 
Sakkie; they have a factory there. 

3614. Do they remain constantly at the factory at that port ?—They do. 

3615. Do you happen to know the population of the town ?—I do not. 

3616. Do you know how the Dutch Factory conduct their business there ? 

.—The Japanese dismantle the ships when they arrive: they recei ve the 
cargo into a store, where it is valued, and they give them a return-cargo, 
valuing it in the same way. 

3617. Are there any Japanese junks that trade at all with the Eastern 
Archipelago ?—-I am not aware of any. 

3618. Have they no foreign trade of that description?—I believe not. 
The Chinese trade with Japan, but I am not aware that Japan junks go to 
China. 

3619. Do you know the number of the Chinese junks that go to Japan ? 
—I cannot be sure of the extent, but I believe it is considerable. 

3620. Is it the general impression in the Eastern Archipelago, that pro¬ 
vided a change were to take place in the mode of transacting business with 
Japan, a very considerable trade might be carried on with that empire ? It 
would be an illicit trade; but our enterprising countrymen generally 
manage to conduct a trade with every part of the world which they can 
get to. 

3621. Should not you expect that if the free trader were admitted to 
China, he would find the means of carrying on trade with the empire of 
Japan ?—I have no doubt they would; but if they did not, the Chinese 
would find the means of conveying to Japan such articles as they found 
would suit them, whether Chinese or European manufactures. 

3622. Was not that trade carried on by the British government of Java 
when that island was in our possession ?—It was. 

3623. Under what flag ?—Under the Dutch flag. 

3624. Do you conceive that the trade between Java and Japan is an in¬ 
creasing trade?—In the hands of the government it was as little as it well 
could be. The Dutch Company have improved upon it considerably, being 
rather better traders than the government, but it is nothing to what it would 
be if a free trade was permitted there. 

3625. Do you understand that the Japanese would have any objection to 
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extend the trade with the Dutch government, provided the Dutch govern¬ 
ment wished ?—No, I understand that the Japanese government positively 
restrict the trade to two ships. They do not limit the size of those ships, 
but they will allow no more than two. 

3626. How was the trade carried on during that period when we were at 
war with Holland ?—We sent vessels there, and they were received as Dutch 
ships. The Japanese were aware that they were English, but they could 
not acknowledge them under any other flag than the Dutch. 

3627. You are aware that the trade between China and Europe is confined 
to Canton ; do you consider that as a proof of an anti-commercial spirit in the 
Chinese government, or to what cause do you ascribe that restriction ?—I 
should rather suppose it to be political. It would be as unfair to the Chinese 
to conclude that that was a proof of an anti-commercial spirit, as it would be 
to conclude that we had an anti-commercial spirit in Great Britain, because 
before 1814 the whole trade of India and China was confined to the port of 
London. 

3628. Are there any discriminating duties upon British goods imported 
into Java as compared with those imports from the Netherlands?—Yes; 
Netherland goods imported with a certificate of origin are duty-free, while 
British goods direct from Great Britain, that is to say, woollens and cotton 
manufactures, pay 25 per cent, ad valorem ; coming by way of British India 
they pay 85 per cent, ad valorem. 

3629. What price per cent, upon the prime cost of tea at Canton would 
you consider sufficient to remunerate the importer?—It would depend 
upon whether the trade was free. I should think, if they paid in British 
manufactures, it is probable they would sell at a profit; and, like the trade in 
all other parts, be glad to realize that profit upon the returns in tea. 

3630. Is it then your opinion, that if the merchants had a profit on the 
outward cargo, they would bring home tea for nothing?—That if they could 
make a remittance at par of the profits made in the cargo out they would be 
contented. 

3631. As the trade now is, do you consider the loss of not having 
a remittance to Europe to be almost equal to the profit on the outward invest¬ 
ment ?—There would be great difficulty in obtaining a remittance at present, 
unless the returns were allowed to be made in teas or other Chinese products. 

3632. Supposing the trade in tea to be perfectly free, in that case do you 
suppose there would be a difficulty in obtaining a remittance in return for 
whatever British manufactures might be exported ?—If the trade were free, I 
conceive there would be returns for more than the manufactures that could 
be sold in China for some years, because, of course, the introduction must be 
gradual. 

3633. Have you heard any thing of the American trade from America to 
Canton ?—I have. 

3464. Is 
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3634. Is not the most favourable mode of trading with China by sending 
bullion, without any goods ?—They have sent bullion in general until latterly ; 
when, I believe, they have come to this country, and exported both cotton 
and woollen manufactures, which they have found profitable. 

3635. Have you not heard that the trade is considered to be most benefi¬ 
cially carried on between America and Canton, in sending bullion and bring¬ 
ing home tea?—I believe they had no option ; they had nothing but bullion 
to take to China. 

3636. How many ships have the Dutch sent to Japan lately?—Two: 
they have never been allowed to send more, and they do not send less. 

3637. Are they not subject to great indignities there, when they get to 
Japan?—I have understood so ; so far as being confined to one port, having 
their ships dismantled and their cargoes valued, and an export-cargo given 
them, such as the Japanese choose to set apart for them ; but I understand 
it is generally done upon pretty fair principles. 

3638. Are not the Europeans in China confined to one port at Canton?— 
They are. 

3639. Do you understand that any greater indignity is offered to the 
Dutch ships in Japan ?—Except the dismantling of their ships, I do not know 
of any other. 

3640. Was not that the practice with respect to the China trade, by 
taking away the rudders, up to a period comparatively recent ?—I have heard 
so; but I cannot say up to what period it was continued. 

3641. Does not the advantage of exporting bullion into China depend 
upon the value of the bullion in the country from whence it is exported ?—■ 
Of course it must. 

3642. Were there any ships sent to Japan during your residence in Java ? 
There were two ships every year during the whole time of my residence 
there. 

3643. Have not the Americans, since they carried out British manufactures 
to Canton, carried out fewer dollars?—They certainly have; they carry 
out no more, including both, than is sufficient to purchase their cargoes 
home. 

3644. Do you apprehend that the trade, if free, could be carried on by 
British manufactures alone to Canton?—In time I have no doubt it would, 
because we should intimate the manufacture of their favourite fabrics, and 
greatly extend the consumption of our manufactures; but it would take 
time. 

3645. Then you do not consider that in a short time the trade would 
be any drain of bullion from this country ?—It would be no more a drain of 
bullion than it is at present, I conceive. It is the different British merchants 
at present trading from India to China who afford to the Company the means 
of purchasing tea, in place of the bullion they formerly carried out; and 
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16 March 1830. those same funds would be at the disposal of respectable British merchants for 
the same purpose. 

3646. Have you been much in British India ?—I have been there, but 
never resided there for any time. 

3647. In what parts of India have you been ?—-I was at Bombay a long 
while ago; but I have been two or three times to Bengal, and I have been 
once at Madras. 

648. You are aware that, at present, it is not permitted to any foreign 
vessels to go into any port of China excepting Canton ; but supposing there 
was an entrep6t for European manufactures, including British, in any port 
of the Indian Archipelago, might not they be imported from that entrepot 
into any other port of China in Chinese junks •Although the trade to 
China, even with foreign vessels, is confined to the port of Canton, I have 
understood that within the last two or three years country ships have been 
in the habit of proceeding to the northern ports, and have sold considerable 
quantities of opium along the coast, and have brought back dollars; and I 
have no doubt, if there was an entrep6t in the Archipelago for British manu¬ 
factures, that not only British ships but native junks would carry considerable 
quantities to the ports of China. 

3649. Have you seen many of the Chinese junks in the Eastern Archipe¬ 
lago r —I have. 

3650. What is your opinion as to their safety at sea ?—During the whole 
time of my residence in the Archipelago, I do not recollect to have heard of 
the loss of any but one. They generally leave China in the favourable mon¬ 
soon before the wind, and go back in the same way: they are scarcely ever 
lost, and it is seldom that any accidents happen. 

3651. To how many years do you apply the observation you made, that 
there was only one lost ?—My experience extends to twenty years. 

3652. Were you in such a situation in Batavia and other parts, that if more 
than one junk had been lost coming to Batavia you would have known it P— 

I think it is likely that I should have known it; we generally get pretty cor¬ 
rect reports of the losses. 

3653. Have you ever been on board the junks at Batavia?—Frequently. 

3654. Have you ever done any business with them in buying or selling ?— 

I have. 

3655. Supposing a trade in European manufactures, including British 
manufactures, to be carried on between the Indian Archipelago and the 
northern ports of China, would not tea be imported from the provinces of 
Fokien and Kiang-nan into the Indian Archipelago ?—They are at present 
imported into the Indian Archipelago. If they became in demand in the 
European market, I have no doubt that they would be extended as I have 
already stated. 
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3656. Without their being obliged to go to Canton ?—-Yes. 

3657. So that, in that case, the teas would be exported from those pro¬ 
vinces of China in which they are produced without the expense of the trans¬ 
port from those provinces to Canton ?—Yes. 

3658. Are you aware whether tea finds its way for consumption from 
China to Cochin China and Siam, or the Philippines and other parts of the 
Indian Archipelago ?■—Yes, it does. I understand that the tea from China 
finds its way to Siam, Cochin China, and the Philippine islands, and even to 
Japan. Some of that brought by Cochin China came to Sincapore, and from 
Sincapore found its way to Batavia. 

3659. How was it brought ?—In junks to Sincapore. 

Mr. JOHN ARGYLE MAXWELL called in, and examined. 

3660. Have you ever visited China, Java, and Sincapore ?-—I have. 

3661. Have you resided at the latter ?-—I have. 

3662. In what capacity ?—As a commission-agent and merchant. 

3663. How long did you reside at Sincapore ?—Better than six years. 

3664. Have you been in Canton ?—I have. 

3665. In what year did you go to Sincapore ?—I went to Sincapore first 
in 1822, and I remained there till 1828. 

3666. In what year were you in Canton ?—I was first in Canton in 1826, 
and again in the end of 1828. 

3667. How long did you remain each time?—The first time for about six 
weeks, and the last time about three months. 

3668. Did the nature of your commercial transactions in Sincapore bring 
you into much intercourse with the Chinese or with China ?—It did. 

3669. What was the nature of your intercourse ?—I generally had a dis¬ 
cretionary power from my constituents to send any of their property to sl, 
neighbouring market that might promise better than Sincapore, and in 
exercising that discretion I have often had transactions with Canton. 

3670. Were your constituents resident in England ?—I had constituents 
in Germany also. 

3671. Were your consignments from Germany to any considerable 
amount ?-~In 1826 I had one consignment, to the value I think of about 
£12,000, from Hamburgh ; and in 1827 I had another consignment, to the 
value of about £30,000, from Hamburgh also 

3672. Can you state what the cargoes of those ships consisted of?—They 
were general cargoes, but the greater proportion of them woollens. 

3673. What description of woollens ?—The larger proportion of the 
description termed ladies’ cloths. I had one lot, of the value of about £5,000, 
shipped by the Royal Prussian Society of Stettin, and stated to me to be of 
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the same description of cloth which was taken by the Russians for the 
Kiachta market. 

3674 . Did you send those woollens to China ?—I made some sales of them 
at Sincapore, and sent the rest on to China according to my instructions. 

8675. In Sincapore did you sell them to the Chinese junks ?—I sold a part 
of them, to the value of about £1,000, at Sincapore. 

3676 . Are the ladies’ cloths of a finer description ?—They are of a finer 
description ; what is usually termed light woollens. 

3677. What was that sent by the Royal Society of Stettin ?—An interme¬ 
diate kind of cloth, rather heavy. 

8678 . Can you state the proportion of the value in those cloths as com¬ 
pared with the English cloths sent to the China market, as to the quality of 
cloths of the same price ?—I should think the English cloths at the same 
price were better in quality, and certainly better in colour. 

3679. How did the portion of the consignments sent to China answer in 
that market?—Not very well; the cloths were suitable enough, but the 
breadths were deficient, and the colours were badly selected. 

3680. Had you any English woollens under your charge ?—Frequently. 

3681. Do you conceive them better adapted to the market than the Ger¬ 
man woollens ?—I think that the English cloth generally is a superior article 
at the same price. 

3682. Did you ever send any English woollens from Sincapore to Canton ? 
—I once sent some English woollens of the description termed long-ells. 

3683. How did you send them ?—I sent them under the American flag. 

3684. How did that consignment turn out ?—Sales were made of them at 
better prices than I could have got at Sincapore. 

3685. Did it realize a fair profit or not ?—Judging from the invoice I had 
with them, there was no profit at all; the manufacturers usually send invoices 
at very advanced prices. 

3686. In what year was it you sent the English woollens ?—In 1824. 

3687- Have you any means of knowing whether that consignment returned 

a profit to the original exporter, or not?—The original exporter seemed 
satisfied with the sale I had made. 

3688. Did you invest any portion of the proceeds in teas on account of 
your German constituents ?—I did in 1826; I think I invested to the 
amount of nearly £2,000 in teas. 

3689. Was this a barter transaction ?—I found it necessary to barter them 
for teas, otherwise I should have felt a difficulty in effecting a sale at all at 
that time. 

3690. At that particular time was the market glutted with goods ?-—It 
was very much glutted at that particular time. 

3691. Is 
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8691. Is it, however, the usual state of’ the Chinese market to be very 
much glutted with goods ?—I cannot give any information upon that subject. 

3692 . With whom was this transaction conducted ?—With one of the Hong 
merchants, Poonequa. 

3693. How was it managed ; was there a supercargo there, or an agent 
at Canton ?—-I was at Canton myself and employed an agent besides. 

3694. Have you ever consigned goods to an agent at Canton while you 
were resident at Sincapore?—The English woollens that I allude to were 
consigned to an agent at Canton, and these sent in 1828. 

3695. To whom were they consigned?—They were consigned in 1826 to 
a Spanish house, Messrs. Gusani and Co.; one of the partners was an 
Englishman residing at Canton under the protection of the Spanish flag. 
They held the Spanish consulate. 

3696 . What is his name ?—Mr. Matheson. 

3697* Is he there now ?—He is. 

3698. Can you state the particulars of the assortment of tea you made in 
1826 for the Hamburgh market ?—200 £ chests of bohea, at 14 tales per 
pecul; 500 | chests congou, at 25 tales per pecul; campoy, 50 £ chests, at 
24 tales ; 50 £ chests souchong, at 24 tales; 50 | chests souchong at 24 
tales ; 50 chests souchong, at 25 tales; 50 i chests of pecco, at 90 tales; 
50 | chests of pecco, at 90 tales; 500 £ chests of hyson-skin, at 24 tales; 
100 chests of hyson-skin, at 25 tales ; young hyson, 50 £ chests, at 40 
tales ; 25 chests of young hyson, at 40 tales; hyson, 100 £ chests, at 60 
tales; 25 | chests, at 60 tales; 50 chests, at 60 tales; 10 i chests 
imperial, at 54 tales; 10 ^ chests, at 54 tales; 20 chests, at 54 tales; 
10 4 chests of gunpowder, at 60 tales; 10 ^ chests, at 60 tales; 10 chests, 
at 60 tales. I wish to explain, with reference to the prices I have mentioned, 
that I have no means of referring to the invoice of the teas; and in stating 
these prices, I have stated the highest limit that I authorized to be given for 
the teas. I presume they were got under those limits; and I rather think 
the quantity of each kind might have been different from what I have men¬ 
tioned. 

3699. How many pounds of black tea are contained in a quarter-chest ? 
—About sixty-seven pounds. 

S 7 OO. Do you happen to know whether there is the same contained in 
those quarter-chests as would be contained in the quarter-chests imported by 
the East-India Company ?—I have no access to know what the chests im¬ 
ported by the East-India Company contained. 

3701. Can you tell whether the quality of the teas afforded satisfaction to 
your employers ?—I have every reason to think that the quality did afford 
satisfaction. The prices were considered very high by a respectable house, 
to whom the better portion was sent; but the quality was not complained of 
in any way. 
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16 March 1830. 3702. Have you reason to think that the price was higher than the mar- 

,, ~~ ket price in China at the time?—Having taken them on barter for an article 

ar.,j. a. Maxwell- so unsaleable as the cloths were, at the time the prices were a shade higher, 
but probably not much. 

3703. Had there not been a fall in the price of teas in Europe at the time 
they arrived ?—There was a fall of 20 to 30 per cent, intermediately, 

3704. At what time did the fall take place ?—My letter from Hamburgh, 
of the 30th of October 1826, advises a fall from 20 to 30 per cent. 

3705. When did the ship arrive in Hamburgh?—The ship left Sincapore 
the May following; the teas came down in January 1827, and the ship 
arrived for them in May 1827. It arrived in the course of the season at 
Hamburgh. 

3706. Supposing that fall not to have taken place in the European market, 
do you conceive that the result of the investment would have been profitable, 
or otherwise?—My attention was strongly called to teas by the house 
alluded to, from which I suppose they considered it a more advantageous 
remittance than any other. The assortment was according to what they ad¬ 
vised as suitable. 

3707• What was the name of the house ?—The house of Merk and 
Company, of Hamburgh. 

3708. Was the transaction, in point of fact, advantageous or otherwise ?— 
I am not aware whether there was any communication made to me by that 
house as to the actual result. 

3709. What commission were you in the habit of charging?—Five per 
cent, on sales, two and a half per cent, on remittances in produce, one per 
cent, for remittances in bills, and one per cent, on trans-shipping merely. 

3710. Does the commission vary much ?—-The rates I have stated were 
those fixed by a meeting of the merchants in Sincapore, and I believe them 
to be the rates in general use. 

3711. From your observation at Canton, should you say that the English, 
and especially the English Factory, are held in higher estimation than other 
foreigners by the Chinese government ?—I think the Chinese government 
seem to throw the same discredit very much upon all foreigners. On this 
point I can, however, refer to what 1 consider an authentic translation of 
two communications from the authorities at Canton, addressed to the court 
at Pekin, about the time of the Topaze’s affair. 

3712. In what year was that ?—It was about the year 1821. With regard 
to the Christian merchants, “ I reasoned with them,” said the governor, 
“ and pointed out to them the great principles of justice and equity, and 
showed that it was right for them to do what I required of them ; but all in 
vain ; good principles and solemn truths had no effect upon them, and I was 
compelled to interdict their trade to touch their gains. And no sooner was 
that done than they submitted. They are a mercenary gain-scheming set of 
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adventurers, whom reason cannot rule; the dread of not making money is ]6 March 1830. 
that which alone influences them.” And again, “ The English might at any r ~~ 
time be brought to stoop if tea were refused ; but if they could get the tea mkj. a. Maxwe.it 
in any other way, they would be careless about pleasing China, would in¬ 
deed despise her, and do as their humours dictated. By Tea-Reins, said the 
governor to the great Emperor, alluding to the management of a vicious 
horse, your majesty can control the English, therefore let us take cai e that 
they get no tea but what we choose to give them.” 

8713. How do you know that to be an authentic document t -—It was 
published at the Anglo-Chinese College of Malacca, in 1823; and from the 
connection of Dr. Morrison with that establishment, I think that evexy thing 
connected with China, coming from the Anglo-Chinese College, has the 
weight of his authority. 

S 714 r; Do you conceive that the English factory at Canton possess any 
other weight than that which results from the extensive nature of theix deal¬ 
ings ?—From any thing that has ever come under my knowledge I have no 
reason to think that they have. 

3715. Do you not conceive that private merchants, carrying on the same 
extent of business, would probably possess a similar degree of influence ?—I 
conceive that if the English trade to China had been carried on thiough 
private merchants, in the way that it has been done by the Americans, the 
same consequences would probably follow; that the advantages of the tiaue 
would become more generally diffused among the Chinese, and that a nume¬ 
rous body of Hong merchants could present more formidable obstacles to the 
encroachments of the government than one or two or three individuals, as 
at present. 

3716 . Do you think that the American influence in China has increased 
or declined within the last few years ?—I think it lias declined since the 
departure of Mr. Cushing from China. 

3717. Can you state any advantages which were gained to the American 
trade under Mr. Cushing’s management?—The American trade escaped 
under Mr. Cushing’s management, or rather measurement, to a great degree, 
the port-charges at China. American ships coming in ballast were enabled 
to take cargoes of rice to Canton, and thereby gain exemption from the 
charges alluded to. 

3718. Was Mr. Cushing held in great estimation in Canton ?—He was 
considered to have more influence with Howqua, the chief Hong merchant, 
than any other individual whatever. 

3719. Not excepting the members of the Select Committee ?—Not ex. 
cepting any one. 

3720 . Do the Chinese admit cargoes of provisions without payment of 
duty ?—An edict was issued about the year 1824, a scarcity ot rice being 
apprehended, authorizing ships bringing, I think, 4,200 peculs of rice to be 
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J 6 March 1880. exempted, without payment of certain port-charges. The edict was after- 

- wards modified; and now, I believe, any vessel, without reference to size, 

Mr. J. A. Maxwell, bringing a full cargo, is admitted without paying these charges. 

3721. Do you know any other ships, except Americans, that have in this 
way escaped these charges in China ?—There was one case that came within 
my own personal knowledge, of a ship under the Dutch colonial flag: but 
many cases may exist in Java that have not been within my observation. 

3722. What was the name of that ship ?—The Sourabaya. 

3723. Do they escape the charges on departure, as well as those on 
entering ?—There are no port-charges on departure : they escape entirely 
what is usually called the measurement charges. ' 

3724. Do they escape the cumshaw ?—I do not think they do altogether ; 
they escape perhaps only that portion which goes to the government, 
merely, of every charge. 

872.5. Are there frequent instances of bankruptcies among the Hong 
merchants in China?—Two have occurred within the time that I have been 
in India. 

3726. Do you know the names of them ?—The last was Manhop, in 1828, 
for about a million and a half of dollars 5 the name of the other was 
Konsequa. 

3727• Do you know what was the result of that failure ?—The Co-hong, 
that is the body of the Hong merchants, are on those occasions considered 
responsible for the debts of the person failing; and in the case of Manhop 
they came, with great difficulty, into an arrangement to pay his debts, 
without interest, in five years; but in Konsequa’s case it was, I believe, 
eight or nine years, without interest. 

3728. Were the debts paid in those cases ?—They were in the course of 
liquidation. Manhop’s only took place in 1828. 

3729. Is it the general expectation that his debts will be paid ?—I 
believe it is. 

3730. Do you know whether Manhop or Konsequa were either of them 
indebted to the Company?—I could not understand that Manhop was; he 
was indebted to some of the supercargoes, I believe, but not to the 
Company 

3731. Was Konsequa indebted to the Company?—I have no knowledge 
of the particulars of Konsequa’s affairs. 

3732. Do you know any thing of the mode in which petitions are pre¬ 
sented to the Chinese authorities at Canton ?—It is a great object to assem¬ 
ble as great a force as possible on these occasions, and to proceed with as 
niuch secrecy and despatch, as to escape the observation, if possible, of the 
persons stationed at the gate; and when they gain possession of the gate, 

they 
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they endeavour to maintain themselves there till a Mandarin appears, for 
the purpose of receiving the petition. It is generally a scuffle at the gate. 

3733. Do you know any instance of such a petition being presented while 
you were residing at Canton ?—There was a petition presented at the gate 
in October 1828, by the supercargoes of the East-India Company. 

3734. Do you happen to know whom they were headed by ?—I think the 
deputation was headed by Mr. Davis of the Company's Factory, accom¬ 
panied by the commodore, and some of the commanders and officers and 
seamen of the fleet. 

3735. What was the object of that petition ?—The inferior Madarins, I 
believe, at Macao, had interfered with the conveyance of letters, and with 
the landing of passengers’ luggage at Macao; the object was to obtain 
redress for those grievances. 

3736. Did they obtain redress ?■—Immediately. 

3737 . Do you know any thing of the duties levied at Canton on exports 
and imports?—A table of duties was published by the Anglo-Chinese college 
at Malacca in the year 1823, the only table that I have ever seen. 

3738. Do they include the Consoo charges ?—They do. 

3739. Do you know whether there is much smuggling in China ?-—The 
opium trade is altogether a smuggling trade. 

3740. How many ships have you ever seen conducting the opium trade 
together ?—When I passed Lintin there were fourteen ships lying there, and 
I should think ten of them were opium ships. 

3741 . Of what country were they ?—One American and one Portuguese, 
and I think the rest were country ships. 

3742. Is the opium taken to China chiefly Indian opium ?—Almost alto¬ 
gether Indian opium. 

3743. Does it come from the Company’s territories ?—It is grown alto¬ 
gether on the Company’s territories, excepting what comes from the Portu¬ 
guese territories. 

3744. Do you know whether it is packed in chests bearing their mark ?—- 
Always, as far as my recollection goes : I have often opened chests, and I 
never found their mark wanting. 

8745 . Have not the Chinese government found it impossible to put this 
trade down ?—Quite impossible ; they have issued repeated edicts against 
it, but to no effect. 

3746. To what circumstance do you attribute the rapid increase in the 
consumption of opium in China?—To the greater facility that is afforded at 
Lintin by the ships lying there, to what there was formerly, when the ships 
lay at Macao or at Whampoa. 

3747* Do you know whether there is much smuggling in China in the 
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16 March 1830. articles of export ?—As far as my own experience went, I found the parties 

- who were not Hong merchants ready to make a bargain either way; that 

Mr.J. A. Maxwell. j s> j 0 deliver the article as a smuggled article at Lin tin, or in the usual way 
at Whampoa. 

3748. Have not they some term by which they distinguish the illicit trade ? 
—They usually call it the Smug-pigeo?i. 

3749. Were you at Canton when the Hong merchants interdicted the 
shopmen from conducting the business?—It occurred some time previous to 
my last visit to Canton in 1828. 

37-50. Was it generally considered that the Company’s Factory had 
instigated the Hong merchants to do that ?—That was the general impres¬ 
sion. 

3751. What was the effect upon the trade ?—At first the effect was to in¬ 
terdict all dealings with the shopmen. 

3752. Did that state of things last long?-—-When I arrived there its 
effects were visible; but before I left China they had almost entirely disap¬ 
peared. 

3753. What interval elapsed between your arrival and your departure ?— 
Three months. 

3754. Who were the principal sufferers by this ?—The Americans: they 
conducted the greater part of their business with the Hong merchants. 

3755. Did they make their remonstrances to the Viceroy ?—They made 
two remonstrances, and had a reply to one of them ; but I believe it was 
addressed to the Hoppo. 

3736. Have you any copy of them ?—I have. 

3757* Will you state the date of the first remonstrance, and by whom it 
was made ?—The date of the first is omitted; it professes to be signed by N. 
Talbot, consul or agent for the United States of America, T. W. Oliphant, 
N. Dunn, J. R. Latimer, J. H. Blight, &e. &c. 

3758. How many Hong merchants are there who transact business?— 
There are only three, or, at the utmost, four in established credit. 

3759. Do you consider them possessed of sufficient capital for carrying on 
the whole foreign commerce at Canton ?—Certainly not. 

37^0. Have you heard any estimate of the value of the whole export and 
import trade at Canton ?—I have heard the European and American trade 
estimated at 60,000,000 of dollars. 

3761 . What proportion of this trade is considered to be carried on by the 
East-India Company ?—About one-fourth. 

3762 . Is the invoice value of the trade of the East-India Company in Great 
Britain and China larger than that of the Americans ?—Those circum¬ 
stances have never come within my knowledge, except upon reference to 
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Parliamentary documents, and according to those I made up a statement 16 March 1830. 
from the year 1821 to 1827 inclusive. The result of that statement is, that ^ Maxwe(L 

the American trade for these six years exceeds that of the Company by . 

£382,812 sterling. 

3703 , Do you speak of the imports or the exports ?—The imports and ex¬ 
ports together. 

3764 !. Will you have the goodness to deliver in the statement you have 
made out?— 

[The witness delivered in the same , which was read, as follows .•] 


ACCOUNT of the Trade (Total Ini port and Export) of the Americans and of the East 
India Company with Chiua for the six years ending 1826-7-* 


American Trade. 


1821- 2 .. £3,306,004 

1822- 3 . 3,436,960 

1823- 4 . 2,597,893 

1824- 5 ...- 3,783,686 

1825- 6 . 3,576,862 

1826- 7.. 1,778,293 


£ 18,479,698 


Average....... . £ 3,079,949 


East India Company's Trade. 


1821 t2 .. £2,678,422 

1822 3 .. 2,630,002 

1823-4 .. 2,805,428 

1824 5 . 2,500,898 

1825- 6 .. 2,538,932 

1826- 7 . 3,029,144 


£46,182,826 


Average....... 

Difference,... 


2,697,137 

382,812 


£ 3,079,949 


* Note, _Papers relating to the trade with India and China, printed 4th June 1829 j 

Nos. 20 and 25. 


3765. Have you found any difficulty in carrying on your commercial in¬ 
tercourse with the Chinese at Canton ?—I have never been any where where 
business is so easily done as at Canton, on the same scale. 

3766 . What is the language generally employed there in conducting busi¬ 
ness ?—A broken kind of English, a mixture of English and Portuguese, is 
in general use, and is now so well established that there are schools for 
teaching it. 

• 3767 . Where are the schools ?—In the neighbourhood, I should sup¬ 
pose, of the shopmen. I have heard boys of twelve years of age speak it. 

3768 . Did you ever know an English private ship with an entire Euro¬ 
pean crew go to Canton ?—-I have known several private traders with Euro* 
r pean 
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i« March 1830. pean crews. I went myself up to Canton in 1826 in one of them, the 

- Exrnouth; and I knew another, the Sarah ; she loaded at Macao in 1828, 

Mr.J. A. Maxwell, before I left, with a cargo on account of the Company’s commanders at 
Macao. 

3769 . What were those crews ?—Europeans, in both instances j and I 
heard of many others. 

3770 . Were they a mixed crew of Europeans or entirely English ?—I 
should think the greater proportion of the crew that I went up with was 
English : I believe the whole were English. 

3771 . Did you ever hear of any difficulty at Canton on account of the 
vessels that traded there with English crews ?—Never. 

3772. Under what permission did those ships go to Canton ?—In the 
case of the Exmouth, she went by permission from the Bombay govern¬ 
ment. In the case of the Sarah, I think it was by permission of the Bombay 
government also. The Exmouth carried a cargo of cotton from Bombay to 
Canton. 

3773. Have you ever known of any country ships proceeding to Chinese 
ports, north of Canton, and trading with the natives ?—1 have heard of 
several of those adventures. 

3774. Can you state what the cargoes were that they took?—The cargoes 
generally consisted of opium, almost altogether j in some cases they took a 
little saltpetre, I believe. 

3775. Did they find any difficulty in effecting sales with the natives ?—I 
understood that they always effected sales; I did not hear that there were 
any extraordinary difficulties. 

3776. What were the ports they went to ?—Many of the ports have escaped 
my recollection, but I recollect the port of Chingchoo and Chusen, and the 
island of Formosa. 

3777 . Do you know where those ports are situated ?—Chingchoo is in the 
province of Fokien. 

3778. What reception did you understand the natives gave to those 
adventures ?•—I believe they gave a good reception. A Spanish gentleman, 
who was a supercargo in one of the expeditions, told me that he landed on 
Formosa and walked several miles. I recollect his mentioning particularly 
that he observed the remains of European houses there, which he considered 
to have been the remains of those that were occupied by the former Dutch 
factory at Formosa. 

3779. Do you know how long it is since that factory was removed ?•—I 
should think more than one hundred years. 

3780. Did you understand that the sales which were effected at the 
northern ports were at a considerable advance above the Canton prices ?— 
I could not understand that there was any great advance. I heard the 
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parties mention that they found the Chinese dealers there in possession of 
regular price-currents from Canton, stating the stock on hand of opium, and 
other circumstances connected with the market. 

3781 . Do you remember an instance of the Merope making an adventure 
of that nature ?—The Merope returned from one of those adventures a few 
days before my arrival in China: I boarded her at Lintin as I was passing. 

3782. Had she disposed of all her cargo ?—I understood of the whole 
of it. 

3733. Do you know what was received in exchange for her commodities ? 
—I believe silver. 

3784. No tea ?•—I never heard of any tea. 

3785. You have mentioned price-currents being found in the northern 
ports of China, do you mean that the Chinese themselves had price- 
currents, or only European price-currents?—The Chinese themselves had 
price-currents ; regular statements of the markets. 

3786. Does that consist, with your knowledge, respecting the Chinese in 
other countries ?—I have found the Chinese in the Straits of Malacca always 
well-informed of the state of the markets in Canton. 

3787. Would there be any serious injury sustained by the government 
officers at Canton by the interruption of the trade at that port The 
government appointments at Canton are understood to be more valuable 
than any other appointments under the Chinese government, in consequence 
of the foreign trade. 

3788. How many British subjects are there residing in China, indepen¬ 
dent of the Company’s factory ?—Natives of Britain, about thirty. 

3789. What are the usual rates of commission charged by British houses 
of agency at Canton ?—Three per cent, on sales, two and a half on returns 
in produce, one per cent, on returns in bills; but these points are usually 
matter of arrangement between parties. 

3790. Were there any Chinese residing at Sincapore when you were there ? 
—A great many ; the largest proportion of the population are Chinese. 

3791. What impression has the Chinese character made on you?—That 
they are a very shrewd, intelligent, and enterprizing people, more alive to 
the value of character than any other Asiatics that 1 have ever met with. 

3792. Do you consider them to be a commercial people?—Highly 
commercial ; their commercial propensities are stronger than those of any 
other people. 

3793. Is there much intercourse between Sincapore and China in Chinese 
junks?—A very considerable intercourse ; about eight junks annually. 

3794. Do you know the size of the largest of the junks?—It is very 
difficult to estimate them by European tonnage; they are very unwieldy 
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looking vessels. I should think the largest of them is about 800 tons that I 
have seen at Sincapore, and the smallest about 500. 

3795. From what ports of China do they come?—The largest, but the 
least valuable, come from Canton j the smaller ones (the green-headed junks, 
as they are termed, from the green paint on their bows) are from Fokien. 

3796. Do you know the nature of the cargoes they generally bring ?-~-The 
cargoes are generally intended for the Chinese colonists in the Archipelago. 

The Canton junks generally bring a large quantity of coarse earthenware, 

some raw silk, nankeens, tobacco, sacrificial paper, and various articles for v 

the use of the Chinese colonists. The Fokien junks bring almost the same 
articles, with the addition of camphor, sugar-candy, and a larger quantity of 
silk and nankeens. 

3797. Do they import any tea to Sincapore ?—-They every year bring teas 
for the use of the Chinese colonists. 

3798. Is not that a tea of an inferior description ?—It is not perhaps a 
superior tea, but it is not inferior to what the general class of Chinese 
colonists use. 

3799. How do you designate it ?—It is black tea; but 1 do not know the 
particular denomination. 

3800. Have you known any quantity of tea brought down to Sincapore 
for other use beside that of the Chinese ?—One season there were about 
5,000 boxes brought down. 

3801. Supposing the trade in tea to be thrown open, do you conceive that 
tea might be imported into Sincapore of a quality fit for the European 
market, and in sufficient quantity ?—I have no ground for speaking positively 
on that subject; but several of the Chinese there have frequently offered to 
contract with me for the supply of black teas from Fokien. 

3802. Can you state with respect to green teas ?—'They would come 
direct from Canton, and it would be more difficult to get them, I should 
think. 

3803. Are you aware whether the green teas are also grown in the mari¬ 
time province ?—I rather think they are not grown in a maritime province. 

3804. On what terms did they offer to supply them ?—The thing never got 
to that length, for I could not have made use of the teas if I had got them. 

3805. Do you consider that they will deliver them at Sincapore upon 
somewhat the same terms on which they are now sent to Canton ?—They 
stated with great confidence that they could deliver them at Sincapore on 
such terms as would make it an object for Europeans to purchase them. 

3806. How did they suggest that this object could be accomplished ?— 

They suggested to me to obtain at Canton chops of the different descriptions 
of teas that were supplied (by chops, I mean the Chinese name in Chinese 
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characters); they proposed to send those chops up to Fokien, and to secure 
a supply of tea by the return of the junks. 

3807. Have you ever heard that there is an imperial edict against the 
exportation of teas sea-wise ?—I am aware that such an edict exists. 

3808. Do you think that would prevent such an intercourse taking place ? 
—No; I think they would disregard it, as they do other edicts. 

3809. Are they in the habit of disregarding all edicts; the object of which 
is to stop foreign trade ?—I never heard a Chinese quote an edict as an 
obstacle to the purposes he had in view. 

8810. Have you ever heard of tea imported direct from China into 
Cochin China, or Siam ?—I believe part of the lot I have alluded to of 5,000 
boxes was imported into Sincapore from Sygoon in Cochin China. 

8811. Is there much intercourse between Sincapore and the kingdoms 
of Siam and Cochin China?—There is a great deal of intercourse, particu¬ 
larly with Siam. 

3812. What quantity of vacant European tonnage do you think returns 
annually from China to Sincapore ?—About 12,000 tons; ships from the 
Presidencies that carry cotton or other cargoes to China, and coming back 
in ballast. 

3813. Do many vessels resort to Sincapore and Batavia from New South 
Wales ?—A great many. The last five years I was in India there was about 
an average of at least 8,000 tons to India from New South Wales. 

3814. What information have you lately received from Sincapore as to 
the rates of freight?—The latest quotations from Sincapore were for tin, as 
dead weight, 2 5s. a ton; sugar, £3 a ton; coffee, £3. 105.; measurement 
goods, £4 per ton. 

3815. In what degree would the expense of transmitting merchandize to 
and from Canton become increased if trans-shipment at Sincapore were had 
recourse to?—As compared with the present freights, I should think the 
expense would be diminished greatly. 

3816. Do you consider Sincapore a convenient entrepot for European 
and Chinese merchandize ? — Highly convenient; the most convenient 
station in the Archipelago. 

3817. Should you anticipate great commercial benefit to this country, 
upon the whole, from the removal of the Company’s monopoly in China ?— 
Certainly, 

3818. Have the Chinese any manufactories at Sincapore at the present 
time?—They have manufactories of pearl, sago, and of gambler. 

8819. Does it consist with your knowledge that they have sent for steam- 
engines and machinery from England to carry on those manufactories at 
Sincapore ?—It consists with my knowledge, that one Chinese wished to 
have a steam-engine of three or four-horse power, and that he authorized a 
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house at Sincapore to procure that steam-engine for him, if it could be got 
at a certain expense. 

3820. Has it arrived ?—Not when I left Sincapore. 

3821. Are you aware that Prussian blue was an article of very con¬ 
siderable import into China ?—I understood it was. 

3822. Is it so now ?—I believe not, in consequence of a Chinese that 
had acquired a knowledge of the process in Europe having settled himself 
at Canton, where he manufactures it now. It did not come within my own 
personal observation, but I heard the thing generally talked of at Canton* 

3823. Do you consider the East-India Company’s Factory in China 
indispensably necessary to the maintenance oi the British commeicial inter¬ 
course with that country ?—I have never heard it considered so, and I do 
not consider it so. 

3824. Do you consider it conducive to the facility of trade generally ?—r 
There being only a particular trade carried on through the Factory, I 
cannot state that it is conducive to the general trade of the country : the 
general trade has had no access to China. 

3825. Are the Committee to understand that, in your opinion, the 
Company’s Factory at Canton is of no advantage to any other trading 
community but the East-India Company ?—I think that the Company s 
Factory, from the magnitude of their operations, have great influence with 
the Hong merchants ; and that, whenever they may choose toexeicise that 
influence in favour of any particular interest or other, to that extent it will 
be beneficial to that particular interest. 

3826. Are you aware that there was no factory at Canton before 1758 ?— 
I have understood so. 


Jovis , 18° die Martii , 1830. 

Captain WILLIAM LANGLEY POPE called in, and examined. 

3827* Are you engaged in the sea-service ?—I ain. 

3828. Did you make any voyage in the year 1826, and in what ship ? 

I left England in 1826 in the Boyne ; I went to New South \\ ales, and from 
thence to China. 

3829. What was the tonnage of your vessel ?—She was 620 tons register, 
or thereabouts. 

3830 By whom were you chartered on these two voyages?—I was 
chartered out by the Government, and home by the East-India Company. 
3831. Did you make that voyage and reach Canton ?—I left England, Jo 
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the best of my recollection, in May, and went to Cork. I left Cork in 18 March 1830. 
June 1826 , and I returned in September 1827 to London. c — popf 

3832. Did you take any cargo from New South Wales to Canton ?—• 

None, except the cargo that I took from England, which was some iron and 
flints. That I took on with me. 

3833. Did you dispose of the iron and flints at Canton, and at what rate 
of profit ?—I sold the iron at 125 per cent, profit. The flints were bought 
here for £30 for fifty tons, and sold there for upwards of 900 Spanish 
dollars, or nearly £225 sterling. 

3834. Will you state the amount of that in sterling money ?—According 
to the exchange the dollar was then 5s., therefore it would be a quarter. 

3835. What would have been the freight of the iron and flints ?-—I am 
not aware what it would be to Canton, but it would be to any part of India 
from two to three pounds per ton. 

3836 . How many tons of iron had you ?—I think about twenty. 

3837. What cargo did you take on board at Canton for Europe ?—I loaded 
with teas for Europe. 

3838. How long did you remain at Canton ?—The ship was three weeks 
at Whampoa, that is the place where they usually load, but I was altogethei 
in China five weeks. 

3839. What length of time were you in completing your commercial 
arrangements at Canton, in selling what you had to sell, and purchasing 
what you wished to buy ?—Three weeks. 

3840. Could you have completed those transactions in a shorter time ?—I 
think it could have been done in a fortnight. 

3841. Were the port-charges upon the ship Boyne paid by you ?—The 
port-charges were paid by the East-India Company. 

3842. Can you state what those port-charges were, or had you any means 
of ascertaining what they were upon ships of a similar tonnage ? V es ; on 
the ship Lady East, of 651 tons. I have an extract from her accounts, and 
the whole, including pilotage, is 5,202 Spanish dollars. 

3843. Can you state the details of that account ?—I can. I he cumshaw 
and measurement, 4,436 dollars 80 cents; linguist and compradore, 4/7 
dollars ; commission on the above sums, 122 dollars 4 cents. Paid by ship 
—Pilotage, bar-boats, and outside pilot, 167 dollars; making together 
5,202 dollars and 84 cents. But the 167 dollars were paid by the owners of • 
the ship; the Company do not pay the pilotage. 

3844. You have stated that you took tea on board at Canton, was that 
tea entirely on the Company’s account, or any part of your own?—there 
were twelve tons of my own teas. 

3845. How much of the Company’s ?—According to their regulation 

there 


390 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 


18 March 1830. 

( 'apt. TV. T 4 , Fqpe. 


there were 596 tons ; that is, according to their.way of calculating tonnage, 
from 800 to 1,000 pounds weight, which, when put into cases, will measure 
72 cubical feet. According to that the Boyne had on board, with my 
tonnage, altogether 875 tons of 50 cubical feet to the ton, which is the 
customary measurement. 

3846. How did you buy the tea which you purchased on your own 
account ?—I bought it through an agent. 

3847- Are you aware whether it was purchased by that agent from the 
Hong merchants, or from the outside merchants ?—From a Hong merchant, 
I believe. 

3848. Was the quality of your tea good ?—I believe it to be as good as 
any on board the ship. 

3849. Had you ever been before in China ?—I never had. 

3850. Did you find any difficulty in carrying on your commercial transac¬ 
tions there ?—Not the slighest whatever. 

3851. Had any of your officers or crew been there before ?—None of the 
officers had, perhaps some of the men may have been there before, but it is 
unknown to me. 

3852. As to the comparison with a voyage to Bengal or Bombay, did you 
find more or less difficulty in Canton in making your arrangements than 
you would in other places ?—I found greater facility in transacting business 
at Canton than I had in any part of India, and I have been to all the 
Presidencies in India. 

3853. Had you any intercourse with the merchants at Canton that would 

give you information with respect to the result of opening the trade ?_I 

had not much communication with the merchants, any more than merely in 
selling the little I had on the ship’s account; but they were excessively 
anxious to know if I had any goods on board for sale. 

3854. Were you able to ascertain whether you could have disposed of 

them at a profit, if you had had such goods on board ?—I was told that I 
could dispose of British manufactured goods, at that time, at a oreat 
profit. 0 

3855. Had you any guns on board; and what was the number of your 
crew ?—I had four guns ; and the crew were forty-nine, including myself 
and officers. 

3856. Had you any difficulty in maintaining discipline amongst those 
persons, or any complaints made against them, whilst you were in the river 
at Canton ?—1 had no difficulty whatever. Part of the crew landed twice 
on Dean’s Island, which they are allowed to do, according to the Company’s 
regulations; they returned very orderly, and were very obedient. 

3857- What was the reason you had so large a crew as forty-nine persons ? 
—According to the. regulations of the charter-party. 

3858. Were 



of wdia • 



<SL 


SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 391 


coco Were those regulations in consequence of the Boyne having been is March 1830. 
i' * a con vi c t ship ?—To the best of my recollection, forty-seven men ——- 

were the number' required by the Transport Board ; but forty-nine were »■!-/<**■ 
required by the Company. 

qo«o what number would you have considered necessaiy for the purposes 
of the management of your ship for ordinary commercial purposes, if you 
had not been bound by the charter-party ?—I have since been to India m 
the same ship as a free trader, and the whole of the crew, I think, were m 
number forty-five ; but then there were four servants to attend on passengers, 
and an extra cook, and a butcher and poulterer, which we had not on the 
former voyage, which being deducted reduced the number of effective men 
to about thirty-five; and I found them quite sufficient. 

oofiO If vou had been sailing in the Boyne for purposes purely of a 
commercial character from England to Canton, without passengers wha 
crew would you have felt sufficient for the due security and navigation of 
the vessel ?-I should say forty would be quite a sufficient number for that 

vessel. _ . 

3861. In loading your vessel at Canton, did you make use of Chinese or 
of you own hands?—My own people received and stowed the caigo ; 1 had 

not a Chinese on board. , 

3862 Are you aware what is the usage with respect to the Company s 
ships?—Ibelilve it to be usual with them to employ Chinese for the purpose 
0 f Itowiog their cargoes; but my men were so orderly that I had no occasion 

to employ any. 

3863. What did your crew consist of?—Europeans. 

3864. Of what nations ?-Probably I might have had some of all nations* 

3865. Was the bulk of the crew Englishmen ?—Yes. There might have 
been four or five foreigners, but they had been many years in English 

vessels* 

3866. Can you state what was the damage the owners had to pay to the 

Company for tea spoiled ?-There was some slight damage, to the amount 
of about £200: but that was in consequence of improper ballast, and I had 
to come round the Cape of Good Hope in the dead of winter: I was a 
month off the Cape in hard gales, , 

3867. Are you aware what the proportion of damage in the Company s 
large ships is?—I have not any idea; but I have heard that some of them 

damage a great deal. , . 

3868. Do you think the class of ship you commanded calculated to bring 
the tea in as good order as the large ships employed by the Company?— 

I do. , , 

3869. Do you say that from your own knowledge, as a seaman ? i tto. 

3870. Are youaware what proportion of tea-cargo you carried, Compaq- 
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ing the registered tonnage of your ship with the registered tonnage of the 

_ large ships?—Yes, the large ships; some of them take a few tons less than 

Capt. TV L Pope, their tonnage, some take a few more. My ship took a few tons less than 
her tonnage ■, but there were several other small ships that were, chartered 
in the same year that took a considerable quantity more than their tonnage 

3871. Do you mean to say, that a 1200-ton ship of the Company does not 
carry more iri proportion to her tonnage than your ship of 600 tons ? She 
does not. I am satisfied that we carry in proportion equal to any 1200-ton 
ship. 

3872. Do you think that two 600-ton shipswould bring home as muchtea 
as one of the Companys’s 1200-ton ships?—Yes. 

3873. Would they bring more ?—About the same quantity. 

3874. Would they bring it in as good condition as the larger ships ?— 
They would, leaving Canton at the season at which they do, which is a 
favourable time to come round the Cape of Good Hope. 

3875. What freight were you chartered for?—£10. 185. for the cargo 
home. 

S 876 . Do you know what was the rate of freight paid on the Company’s 
regular ships from Canton to England for tea the season you were there? 

I believe from £18 to £24. 

3877. Ho you mean that the officers’ tonnage was sold at that rate ?—« 
Perhaps more j but the owners of those ships at that time were receiving the 
lowest, I believe, £18, and the highest £24. 

3878. The question refers solely to the freight home from China in the 
officers’ privilege ?—The officers got £35 to £40 a ton from private indivi¬ 
duals. 

3879. Do you know of any getting that rate at that season ?—I heard of 
several; and I believe some got as much as £38. 

3880. You have stated that the freight of the tonnage paid for your ship 
from Canton to England was £10.18s.; what was paid to the shipper by the 
Transport Board for a voyage from London to New South Wales ?— 
£5. 9s. Gd. 

3881. And you stated that you took on from New South Wales to Canton 
twenty tons of iron and fifty tons of flints?'— Yes. 

3882. Was any cargo put on hoard at New South Wales and carried on to 
Canton ?—None. 

3883. At what rate of freight did you estimate those seventy tons ?—I 
never made a calculation, as we were permitted by the Transport Board to 
put it in as dead weight, and it was also permitted by the East-India Com¬ 
pany. 

3884. You admit that that was an advantage to the ship ?—It wasthe 
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Chinese will not allow a ship to enter their port unless she brings something 
in the shape of cargo. 

3885. When you stated that the freight paid by the Company is from £ 18 
to £24, are you not aware that this is fora voyage out and home circuitous? 
—Quite aware. 

3886. From the experience you have had in stowing cargoes in different 
parts of the world, will you state whether there is any particular art, or any 
greater difficulty in stowing a tea-cargo than any other cargo from any 
other port where you have been?-—I believe a tea-cargo to be the easiest 
cargo there is to stow, because the chests are square. 

3887. Have you ever been on board the Company’s ships while stowing 
tea?—I have. 

3888. Do you not use the same mode of setting up the chests, by screws, 
as they do on board the Company’s ships?—When it is necessaiy. 

3889. Then you do not consider any peculiar art required in the stowage 
of tea, more than that of a general cargo?—I do not; for my teas were 
stowed by an officer who never stowed a tea-cargo before, and it was ap- 
proved of here by the Company’s surveyors after my arrival in England. 

3890. Would you not consider that a tea-cargo could be stowed more 
easily than a general cargo of different kinds of goods, which requnet 
placing according to the nature and quality of the article? I believe it to 
be much easier than a general cargo. 

3891. Do you know what profit you made upon the tea?—I think it paid 
about £35 a ton profit. 

3892. Are you aware of the quality of the Company’s tea which was im¬ 
ported on board your ship ?—1 believe it to be good; but I am not aware. 
There were different sorts of tea; there were boheas, twankays, hyson, and 
souchong. 

3893. Are you aware of the quality of the tea laden on board your ship, 
belonging to the Company ?—I am not, as I before stated. 

3894. How then can you assert that your own is as good as that belonging 
to the Company ?—Because I do not believe there can be bettei tea got in 
China than what I had. 

3895. You stated that the Company’s officers are employed to lay the 
cargo on board the ships ; are you sure of that fact?—I am quite suie o it. 

3896. You stated that you met with great facilities in the lading and un¬ 
lading of your ship in China; are you not aware that that was in conse¬ 
quence of yours being a Company’s ship, under the orders of the super¬ 
cargoes ?-—I am; but I saw several ships there that were country ships, and 
ships that were not employed by the Company, that were despatched, and 
met with the same facility that I did. 

3897. Are you of opinion that no advantage attached to the circumstance 
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of your having been in the employment of the Company at that time ?—-I do 
not think there was, so far as regards the despatching of the ship. If thefe 
tod been an agent there to procure the cargo and have it ready, she would 
have been despatched as soon as she was by the East-India Company’s 
supercargoes. 

8398. Are the Committee to understand that the Company’s regulations 
induced you to navigate the Boyne with one-fourth of the crew that you 
would have had if you had consulted your own interest ?—I should have 
said forty was quite enough for that ship, and I was obliged to have forty- 
nine. 

8899. If you had had double the quantity of iron, and double the quan¬ 
tity of flint, do you think you could have sold them readily at equal profit ? 
—I could; they were anxious to have more, and would have bought more 
if I had had it. 

3900. Is it your opinion that the trade in flint and in iron could be mate¬ 
rially extended ?—There was a demand at that time lor those articles. 

3901. Are you able to state whether the port-charges at Canton fall more 
severely upon a small ship than upon a large one ?—The smaller the ship is 
the less they are. The ship that I know the charges of was 651 tons, and 
she was considered a first-class ship. I do not know what a second-class 
ship would have had to pay, but there would have been a considerable differ¬ 
ence. 

3902. Do you know how many classes of ships the Chinese make in 
charging the measurement?—I believe there are three classes. 

8903. Can you state the number of tons forming a first class ?—I cannot. 

8904. Supposing a ship was to leave England at the proper season of the 
year, what time do you think would be required to make an average voyage 
from England to Canton and back ?—It could be done very well in nine 
monthsi. 

3905. What time do the Company’s ships require to make the same 
voyage ?—They generally go to India first. The direct ships, I believe, 
make their voyage in about twelve months out and home; those that go by 
India, I think, about fourteen months. 

8906. Do not the Company’a ships lie very long in the port of Canton ? 
—‘Some of them, I believe, lie there a considerable time, perhaps three or 
four months. 

3907. Do you consider that they lie, generally speaking, longer than 
private ships would lie, carrying on the same trade ?—Private ships would 
leave at all seasons, but the Company’s ships are obliged to wait for the 
change of the monsoon. 

8908. Can you give the Committee any account of the average duration 
of the voyage of a Company’s ship and of a private ship, taking that circum¬ 
stance 
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stance into consideration ?—I cannot $ there an? few private ships that go 
direct. 

3909. You have stated that the voyage you wade was a circuitous voyage? 
—It was. 

3910. Was it as circuitous a voyage as the Company’s ships make when 
they go from England to India, and from thence to China ?—-It was more 
so. 1 went the eastern passage to China, through the Pacific: I was as far 
as 177 degrees of east longitude. 

3911. What would have been your freight direct to Canton for a cargo 
and back, if you had been chartered out ?—I think there were ships which 
went that same year out and back for £13, 

3912. What length of time were you in making tins voyage?—I was 
about sixteen months on the voyage. 

3913. If you had made a voyage direct to Canton might you have com¬ 
pleted it in nine or ten months?—It could be made in that time. 

3914. You have stated that the freight of the Company’s ships was from 
£18 to £24 per ton on the circuitous voyage* do you know what was the 
freight of the Company’s direct ships to Canton ?—They are built expressly 
for the Company, and taken up at so much per ton. It is optional with the 
Company either to send them a double voyage or a direct voyage, therefore 
they get the same for going a direct voyage as they would for going a double 
voyage. 

3915. Were you on board of your ship when the tea came alongside in 
the Canton river ?—I was. 

3916. What quantity did the boats bring down at a time ?—-About TOO or 
800 chests at one time. 

3917 . Were you able to take them all in m one day ?—I was able to take 
in three chops in one day. 

3918. Were you able, in a ship of that size, to stow all that was sent down 
to you in each day within the twenty-four hours ?—Yes ; I stowed three 
chops one day, but two on an average. 

3919. That being 1,400 or 1,500 chests About that. 

3920. Were you able to stow them finally as you took them in ?-*-We 
were. 

3921. And you found no inconvenience in having that quantity brought 
alongside in one day ?—Not the slightest. 

3922. Do you consider that the Company’s large ships have any ad¬ 
vantage over a 500 or 600-ton ship, in being able to stow them faster than 
you can ?—They would certainly be able to stow more .in a day than we 
could do. 

3923. If the quantity was limited to 600 or 800 chests per day, do you 
think they then would have any advantage over you ?—No, I do not. 

3 D 2 3924. Are 
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cj. an. Pm . Lad y Macna * hte ”- 

3925. For how much would you tender your ship to go to Canton direct, 
choosing your own time of sailing, to bring home a cargo of tea, and 
reckoning a ton of tea at fifty cubical feet ?—The Lady Macnaghten does 
not belong to myself; but I am building a ship, which will be ready next 
year, and I should be very glad to get the ship engaged by the East-India 
Company to go to China annually, at £9 per tori, out and home, calculating 
the tonnage at fifty cubical feet. 

3926. What sized ship will your ship be ?—About 600 tons. 

3927. Do you contemplate making the payment of the cumshaw and the 
measurement, and those other duties which you stated to have been paid on 
the Lady East ?—Not in the £9. 

3928. Do you contemplate to pay the pilotage, and port-charges of that 
nature ?—I do in the £9. 

3929. Then you would leave the cumshaw and the measurement-duty as 
an additional charge to the freighter, and not to the owner?—No. 

3930. By whom would the commission be paid ?—By the person who 
pays the cumshaw and measurement: that would be a charge on the ship. 

3931 . What is your idea of the comparative advantages of a large and a 
small ship entering Canton river, as to the facilities of going up and down ? 
—A small ship is the handiest, certainly, and easier to get up than larger 
ships. 

3932. Were any of the Company’s larger ships at Whampoa when you were 
there ?—There were two or three. 

3933. Did they take in all their cargo at Whampoa, or did they go below 
the second bar ?—To complete their cargo they were obliged to go down 
below the second bar. 

3934. Did you complete your cargo at Whampoa ?—We did. 

3935. Do you not consider it some advantage to be able to complete your 
cargo at one place ?—I do, because there is not the risk of the chops, which 
are not very fine boats; and I consider that by their going down below the 
second bar there is great risk. 

3936. With whom would the loss lie if a chop containing tea for a ship 
was lost on the way to the ship ?—That is a point on which I am not prepared 
to speak. 

3937. Did any instance of loss take place while you were there ?—Not any, 
to my knowledge. 

3938. What is the distance from Canton to Whampoa ?—About ten miles. 

3939. What is the distance from Whampoa to the place below the second 

bar, 
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bar, where the large ships take in their cargo ?■—I do not know exactly the 
number of miles, but I think it is about seventeen or eighteen. 

394,0. You have stated that you would be glad to engage your ship to the 
Company, to go to Canton and back, at the rate 0 1 £9 per ton of fifty cubic 
feet ; what is the size of the ton for which you say the Company were paying 

£18 to £24?_The Company pay for a ton of seventy-two cubical feet; 

but 1 should be happy to engage at £9 a ton of fifty cubic feet. The Com¬ 
pany pay at so many cwt. to the ton ; from eight to ten is the weight; and 
the tea, when packed in chests, is seventy-two cubic feet to the ton. 

3941. What would be the tonnage at which you would engage your new 
ship, if the terras were exactly the same as the East-India Company’s?—I 
could fit a ship of 600 tons the same as the Company’s ships are fitted, and 
sail that ship direct to Canton and back, for £13 a ton; and for £2 a ton 
more I could pay the port-dues. 

3942. What were the Company paying ?—The Company were paying from 
£18 to £24 per ton. 

3943. Do you consider it necessary to have the same quantity of stores 
and crew on board your own ship as the Company have by their regula¬ 
tions ?—I do not. I think they are over-manned; that is, that many of the 
men may be dispensed with. 

3944. If instead of fitting the ship as the Company prescribe, you were 
only to give the ship that description of fitting which you consider necessary 
for her safe voyage from England to Canton and back, at what rate per ton 
could you do it?—For £13 a ton on the register tonnage. 

3945. Supposing your ship to be 600 tons register measurement, you would 
be able to bring home 600 tons of tea, each ton being seventy-two cubical 
feet ?—About that quantity. 

3946. Did you not state that, in the season in which you performed your 
voyage, there were other ships freighted by the Company out and home, 
for £ 13 a ton ?—There were. 

3947. How do you account for the difference between the freight at which 
you could afford to send your ship to Canton and back, and the freight 
which the Company pay ?—The only difference is, that the owners of the 
Company’s ships derive a greater profit from their voyages than we should be 

content with. 

$ 

8948. Do not the Company freight their ships by tender ?—They do. 

3949. How do you account for the circumstance, that in taking the lowest 
tender they still freight their ships at a much higher freight than you say you 
could afford to freight a ship to Canton and back, with the same fitting up ?— 
It is only of late years that the Company have chartered small ships; they 
have always imported their teas in large ships, and those ships were contracted 
for before they were built, and built expressly to perform six voyages, at a 
certain rate per ton. 

3950. Then 


18 March 1830. 
Copt W L. Pope . 



898 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS; 


18 March 1830. 8950. Then you wean, that it is a more expensive process to contract by 

- tender in that way for a ship for six years, than it would be to engage a ship 

Cant. W. L. Pope, upon tender for a specific voyage ?—It is more expensive to the Company. 

8951, You have said that you would tender a ship to go to China, and 
bring home a cargo of tea, complying with the usual terms and conditions 
required by the India Company, at £13 per ton ?—Upon the registered 
tonnage. 

3952, Upon those terms, do you understand that you are to have all the 
stores, the number of men, and every other condition required by the Com¬ 
pany complied with ?—I do ; but the Company paying the cnmshaw and 
measurement, which I estimate at about £2 a ton, 

3953, Supposing you were at perfect liberty to proceed to Canton, freighted 
by a private individual, the only condition being to have the ship sea-worthy, 
with all necessary stores, but to make the best of your voyage there and 
back, and carrying no more stores, nor coining under any other condition, 
further than you thought necessary for the safety of the ship ; at what rate 
per ton would you charter a vessel on the registered tonnage?—At £13 a 
ton. If the ship was chartered by a private individual at £13 a ton, I could 
pay the cumshaw and measurement, which would be about £11 on the re¬ 
gistered ton. 

3954, Is that the only difference between freighting for the Company and 
freighting for an individual, and being at liberty to make the voyage as you 
pleased ?—The Company’s regulations are more expensive as to fitting, but I 
am not prepared to say quite exactly to what amount. 

.39 55. If you could supply shipping to the Company at £13 a ton, how 
do you account for so much higher freight being paid, competition being 
already had recourse to ?—I cannot account for it in any other way, than 
that the ships were taken up at that rate of freight when materials for fitting 
ships were more expensive than they are now. 

3956. Then you would attribute the shipping at the present rate of freight 
to the term not having yet expired for which they were originally engaged ? 
—Yes. 

3957. If that term had expired, do you assume that the Company could 
supply themselves with shipping much cheaper in the time to come ?—Much 
cheaper; but the larger ships would still be more expensive to the Company 
than the smaller ones, 

,3958. You were engaged in this voyage in the year 1826-7; are you aware 
what difference there was in the outfit of a ship and the provisions of a ship 
between 1826-7 and 1829-30?—I am not; every thing is certainly much 
cheaper than it was at that time, but I cannot say in what proportion. 

3959. You have stated that the Company, while you were in China, were 
paying at the rate -of from jClS to ,*£21 a ton; are you aware of the nature 
of the voyages those ships are liable to ?—I am not, any further than that they 

proceed 
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to Bengal and China, others to Madras and China. cw jy. L. Pope 

3960. Are you aware that they are liable to be employed at the call of 
the Court of Directors for any purpose, political as well as commercial ? 

—I am. * _ 

3o61 Are you not aware that there must be a great difference between 
those ships which are liable to be used for political purposes, as transports 
and men-ofwar, and ships going direct to China f—I here must be a great 
difference certainly ; but not equal to the difference between £13 and £18. 

3Q62 Have you not stated, that ships engaged at the rate of from £18 
to £24 were ships upon old contracts, seven, eight, and ten years old ? 

—Yes. 

396*3 Do you apprehend there is any difference between the prices of this 
day and the prices of ten years backP-Things certainly are cheaper now than 
they were at that time. 

3964. Do you apprehend that if all the ships required to bring home the 
annual supply of tea for this country were to be advertised for in this market, 
that would riot have a great effect in raising the price of height, which you 
now say you could supply at £13 a ton ?-I think it would be a means of 
employing a great number of ships that now cannot find employment. Per- 
haps it would affect the freight a little, but not much; there are so many 

ships that the competition would be very great. 

3965 Are you aware that the owners, for the freight of £18 and £24, 
are obliged to carry twenty guns, and six thirty-two pound carronades? 

—Yes. 

3966. Do you consider that necessary in fitting out a ship to go to Canton 
for a China cargo ?—-I do not, 

3967. Then you would save all the expenses connected with that supply^ 

—I would. I should consider six guns quite sufficient for a ship of 600 

tons. 

3968. How many cables would you consider it necessary to take m a ship 
going out direct to Canton ?-I should have three cables, two bowers and a 
stream. 

8969. If the Company require seven cables, would not that be also an 
additional expense to be deducted in any tender you would make --It would 

be attended with additional expense of course. 

3970 . How long have you commanded a ship ?-—X have commanded a 
ship since 1823. 

3971. Do you know what the freight was in 1820?—-I do not. ^ 

3972 . In estimating the freight you have spoken of, how many days delay 

in the port would you calculate upon as occurring at Canton. —I snou 
calculate on thirty days. „ r 

3273. Would 
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8973. Would thirty lay-days commonly be sufficient for the purpose?— 
Quite sufficient. 

3974. And do you not conceive that, under those circumstances, demurrage 
would commonly be charged ?—I think not. 

39/5. Do you know that, at the present moment, demurrage is charged 
upon the Company’s ships ?—I am aware that there is a demurrage at times. 

3976 . Do you conceive that demurrage would be charged, provided the 
ship were freighted by private individuals, commonly speaking ?—A great 
deal depends upon the nature of the engagement. 

3977* Do you know how many lay-days the Company calculate upon at 
Canton ?—I do not recollect the number of lay-days, I only know that 
I had no demurrage. 


Mr. JOHN SIMPSON called in, and examined. 

3978. You are an insurance broker in London ?—I am. 

3979. Have you any partner ?—The firm is Stuart and Simpson. 

3980. Are you in the habit of doing insurances to the East-Indies and 
China?—Occasionally to the East-Indies, not often to China. 

3981. Are you aware of the rate of premium both to the East-Indies and 
China ?—I am. 

3982. Can you state the rate of premium on a first-class British ship from 
hence to Canton ?— 50s. out upon the ship. 

3983. What would be the rate upon goods, upon manufactures, for in¬ 
stance ?—About the same. Something might depend upon the nature of 
the goods ; if they were liable to damage, it would be something more. 

3984. What would it be from Canton back to England ?—The same. 

3985. What would it be from London to Canton, and back to England ?— 
Five pounds. 

3986. Would it be the same from other parts of the United Kingdom ?•— 
Yes, about the same, or rather less. 

3987- Are those the current rates at which you have known insurance 
done?—There is not a great deal done to China in Lloyd’s; but those are 
the rates upon what is done, when it is done through insurance brokers, and 
it is the rate upon other vessels that go to Sincapore, Batavia, and the neigh¬ 
bouring ports there; and I am aware that the underwriters would as lief 
go to Canton at once and back again, as to those ports I have mentioned. 

3988. Have you ever effected any insurances on goods by the Company’s 
ships?—It is some time since I have done any thing of that sort; it is done 
by respondentia frequently upon the voyage out and home, which I have 
done. 

3989. Which 
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3989. Which do you consider has the advantage in insurance generally ; 18 March 1880, 
on which is the premium lowest, on a Company’s ship or a private trader r Mr.JohnSimpm 
I do not think there would be any difference whatever. 

3990. Have you ever done any insurances on goods by American ships to 
East-India or to China?—I never have. 

3991. Have you any means of knowing what would be the rate of insu¬ 
rance demanded at Lloyd’s upon American ships?—It would depend upon 
the nature of the goods, and the description given of the ship. J he Ame¬ 
rican ships are not generally comprised in our registers, but if the description 
were good, the premium would be the same. 

3992* Is there any difference made at Lloyd’s between the insurance of a 
ship of a large tonnage of 1,200 tons, and the insurance of a ship of 400 
tons ?— 1 do not think there is any difference •, some would prefer the large 
one, and some the small. I have heard the large ones objected to, on account 
of the great number of men on board, and the accidents happening in con¬ 


sequence. 


3993. You conceive it would be as well, or perhaps better done upon a 
ship of 400 or 300 tons as upon a ship of 1200 tons?—I think it would be 
quite as well. 

3994. Would the underwriters make any difference ?—I do not think they 


would. 


3995. Is there any objection made to the Company’s ships on account of 
the particular regulations to which they are subjected, that they are obliged 
to be at the disposal of the Company, whatever may be their voyage, in case 
of their requiring it?—Insurances done by them are done subject to the 
regulations of the Company, but I am not aware that the piemium is any 
higher in consequence. 

3996. Is not the insurance upon a Company’s ship out and home to China, 
.£4.10s.?—l never heard of such a premium; I have seen £6. 

3997. Do you insure against fire-risk as well as sea-risk ?—Certainly; what 
I have mentioned includes all risks. 

3998. How long has your firm been established in London ? I have been 
thirty years in it; twenty-four a partner. 

3999. And you have been the greater part of that time engaged in the in¬ 
surance of ships to India and China ?—Yes. 

3400«. Have you been in the habit of insuring ships from Liverpool to 
India ?—Yes. 

3401«. Has the premium been the same as upon the English ships?— 
The premium to India and back has varied in comparison to the goodness of 
the vessel. Upon class No. 1,1 have done them from Liverpool to Calcutta 
and back at £4. 
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3402a. Are there not a greater number of ships of class No. 1. insured 
at four per cent, than at five, from Liverpool ?—There are, 

3403a. What are the crews of those ships ?—- It depends on the tonnage. 
3404a. Are not the Company’s ships to China held to be one of the best 
risks that the underwriters have an opportunity of insuring?—Yes, they are. 
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THIRD REPORT. 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the present 
State of the Affairs of the East-India Company, and into the Trade 
between Great Britain , the East-Indies , and China ; and to report their 
Observations thereupon to the House j and who were empowered to 
report the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them from time to 
time, to the House 

HAVE made a further Progress in the matters to them referred, 
and examined several other Witnesses; the Minutes of whose 
Evidence they have agreed to report to the House up to the 1st 
day of this instant April, inclusive. 


1st April 1830. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


32 March 1830. 
T. Thornely, Esq. 


Lunce , 22° die Martii , 1830. 


William Ward, Esq. in the Chair. 


THOMAS THORNELY, Esq. called in, and examined. 

3405a. You are a merchant at Liverpool ?—I am. 

340(1(2. Have you made it your business to inquire into the means of 
drawing bills from China upon houses of good credit in England ? I have 
the authority of a gentleman of great respectability, a merchant, who has 
lived in Canton for many years, to say, that bills upon London on confirmed 
credits may be negociated there with great facility, and to almost any 
extent. 

3407a. At what rate of exchange ?—Equal to 5s. Gd. and two-thirds of a 
penny the tale, and payable at six months’ sight. 

3408a. Who is the merchant from whom you received that information ? 

_The gentleman who gave me this information is an Ameiican; he gave 

it to me^as a matter of personal kindness, and I would rather not mention 
his name. 


3409a. Is he a person that has resided long at Canton ? He has resided 
at Canton twenty-five years. 

3410a. Did he carry on extensive business?—Very extensive business. 

3411a. Do you happen to know whether the American merchant, to 
whom you refer, drew bills upon London ?—I do not think it was so stated 

to me. 

3412a. Have you any communication in writing from this gentleman, 
stating this fact, and the course of exchange ?—I have such a communi¬ 
cation. 


3413a. Have you any objection to give in that communication to the 
Committee, with the understanding that the name of the writer shall not be 
nade public?—I have no objection. [The 
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[The witness delivered in the same , which was read, as follows .*] 

“ The Chinese have no coin except carx or cash , which are a brass coin, 1,000 of 
which make a tale. Their accounts are kept in tales, mace, candareens, and cash. 

10 cash ..1 candareen. 

10 candareens.... 1 mace. 

.10 mace ..1 tale. 

72 candareens make a Spanish dollar, and the exchange between China and England 
is, and will probably continue to be, 4s. per dollar. 

« £100 sterling would consequently be 360 tales, or 500 Spanish dollars. A tale 
5«. 6fof. 

“ My dear Sir : 

“ Above, you have a memorandum of the imaginary coin of the Chinese ; they have 
no real coin except the cash as above-mentioned. You will perceive that the value of 
the tale is 5s. 6§d. as near as may be, at the usual rate of exchange between China 
and England. 

“ I am, my dear Sir, your very obedient, 

“ To T. Thornely, Esq. —-- 

“ March 16, 1830.” 

3414«. Do you know at what course of exchange the tale is estimated 
by the East-India Company ?—At 6s. 8d. I understand. 

3415a. Supposing the exchange to be really 5s. 6d. and two-thirds, com¬ 
paring that with the course at which it is estimated by the Company in 
prime cost for their teas, what would be the difference upon the purchases 
of the last ten years?—The difference would be precisely one-sixth. You 
must deduct from the public accounts of the Company, to bring it to the 
current exchange, one-sixth of the amount of purchases of tea I have men¬ 
tioned. 

3416 / 2 . Have you made any calculation of what the amount of that 
deduction would be ?—That deduction would be £ 3,039,351. 

3417a. From what document do you take the quantity of tea sold by the 
Company for the last ten years ?—From the Parliamentary returns. 

3418a. From what document did you take the prime cost of the tea ?— 
From the Parliamentary returns, the whole of it. 

3419a. Have you prepared a statement, founded upon the information 
procured from the Parliamentary returns, and the estimated rate of exchange 
by the Company ?—I have j and I believe it to be as nearly correct as 
it can be. 

3420a. Have the goodness to deliver in that document. 

[The witness delivered in the same , which was read as follows .*] 
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22 March 1830. A Statement, intended to show the Loss to the Country in the Price of 

-— Tea arising out of the East-India Company’s Monopoly. 

T. Thmiely, Esq. 

“The quantities imported and sold for consumption, together with the prime cost 
and sale amount, are extracted from documents presented by the Company to 
Parliament. 

Tea exported from Canton from 1818-19 to 1827-8,285,095,127 lbs. 

cost........... £18,236,106 

Deduct one-sixth, because the tale of China is estimated at 6s. Sd. 
by the Company, whereas it is only 5s. 6fd. 3,039,351 

Total... £15,196,755 

Average cost price, 12 d. 80 per lb. 

Sales of tea in England from 1819-20 to 1828-9, 265,456,040 lbs., amount 
£35,462,245. Average sale price, 32 d. *06 per lb. 

Freight from Canton to England, taken at £11 per register ton. A ship of500 
o tons will carry 550 tons of tea of the Company’s tonnage of 10 cwt. each, say 

616,000 lbs.j 500 tons register, at £11 per ton freight, makes £5,500. 

If 616,000 lbs. cost £5,500, then 1 lb costs 2 d. 14. 

d. 

Prime cost of 1 lb. tea per statement........ 12 -80 

Insurance from Canton... 3 per cent. 

Agency at Canton... 3 — 

Charges of landing in England... 3 — 

Supposed profit. 10 — 

In all. 19 — 2 43 

Freight, per statement,...... 2 -14 

Cost price per lb. landed in England. 17 *37 

The Company’s actual average sale price of tea in the last ten years d. 

has been, per lb....... 32 -06 

The price, with ample allowance of profit, as shown above, need not 
have exceeded.........*. 17 "37 

Leaving a loss to the country per lb. of.... 14 -69 

Which on the quantity of tea consumed in 1828-9, viz. on 28,230,383 lbs., at 
14ef. -69, makes an annual tax upon the country of £1,727,934.” 

ROBERT RICKARDS, Esq. called in, and examined. 

Robert Richanls, 3421 a. Will you state to the Committee how long you have resided in 
Esq. ’ India, at what time, and when you returned from that country ?—I have 
resided in India about twenty-three or twenty-four years: I returned in the 
year 1811. I was on the Bombay establishment. 


3422. Have 
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3422a. Have you, since your return from Bombay, been employed as an 
Indian agent in London ?—I have. 

3423a. Have you had opportunities, whilst in India and in England, of 
making yourself acquainted with the trade between England and India 
and China?—-GeneralIv speaking, I have. I never was engaged in trade 
whilst in India, being in the Company’s civil service ; but I had opportuni¬ 
ties of seeing a good deal of what passed in the trade between India and 
China, and I have had correspondence with China since I have been in this 
country. 

3424a. Have you had any commercial transactions with China since you 
have been in England?—The house that I belong to corresponds with a 
house in China, and we have received, as agents, consignments from that 
. house, and carried on a regular correspondence with them. 

3425. What is the name of the house ?—The name of our house is Rick¬ 
ards, Mackintosh, & Company. The house we correspond with in China is 
Thomas Dent & Company. 

3426. Have you not, since 1812, paid particular attention to the financial 
details of the commerce with India, as published by Parliament ?-~I have 
always felt a great interest in respect to the financial concerns of India ; 
and ‘when I was in Parliament in the year 1812-13, I had an opportunity, 
then, for the first time, of analyzing the East-India Company’s accounts 
which were laid, before Parliament; and from those accounts I derived a 
knowledge of the state of their finances, which I could not obtain from the 
limited view I had of their accounts all the time I was in India. 

3427a. Do you include the trade with India in that attention which you 
paid to their financial details ?—I do, with India and China. 

3428a. What opinion generally have you formed of the result of the tea 
trade carried on by the Company with China ?—-I formed a decided opinion 
in the year 1813, that the received notion at that time, of the profits of the 
Company’s China trade being their only means of paying their dividends and 
interest upon their home bond debt, was altogether erroneous. I was then 
firmly convinced, and I gave my reasons for the conviction, that on a fair 
mercantile statement of their commercial operations, the profits, if any, would 
be found altogether insufficient to pay their dividends in this country; and 
from the papers which have been printed and laid before the public since 
that period, 1 am still further confirmed in that belief. 

3429a. Do you include the trade to China, as well as the trade to India, in 
that opinion ?—I include in this opinion the trade to China more particu¬ 
larly, because it is now pretty generally asserted and believed to be the only 
source of commercial profit. 

3430a. Are the Committee to understand that in the number of years 

which 
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Robert, Rickards, 
Esq. 


which have elapsed since 1812, all the documents that have come to 
your knowledge have confirmed your opinion, that the trade to China has 
not been the means of paying the dividends, as is generally supposed ?— 
Certainly. 

3431a. Are you able to state to the Committee the grounds on which 
your opinion was then formed, and on which you now continue to hold it ? 
—For the opinion I then formed, I must beg leave to refer to a publication 
of mine in the year 1813, in which I have stated that opinion at full length, 
together with the grounds of it. Having subsequently had an opportunity 
of inspecting the printed accounts which have been lajd before Parliament 
for the years 1820 and 1821, I framed from that collection a statement, 
which I intended for the continuation of a publication I am now engaged 
in about India, and which statement I have now before me. It is at the 
service of the Committee, and will show the grounds of my present beliefs 

3432 a. Is that calculation taken from the documents presented by His 
Majesty’s command, dated February 1830 ?—The whole of it, and every 
thing I have asserted with regard to India, is taken from official documents; 
I look upon no other source of information to be worth a farthing. The 
statement I hold in my hand is taken from the official documents laid before 
Parliament on the 4th of June 1829, and the 14th of May 1824, as well as 
from the collection of documents presented by His Majesty’s command in 
February 1830. 

3433a. Will you state to the Committee the result arising from that state¬ 
ment, and the items which enable! you to come to that result ?—This state¬ 
ment is for the year 1820-21. I have taken that year, because it is the latest 
for which all the charges on the China trade are printed or published; at 
least, I have seen no other document containing all these charges subsequent, 
to that year. I believe, however, from an examination of the official tables 
here referred to, that the result would be pretty nearly the same for either 
of the preceding or succeeding years; but I have been obliged to confine 
myself to 1820-21, because I could find no other official document except 
that delivered in on the 14th May 1824 : that contains a complete view of 
all the Company’s charges on the China trade. 

3434a. Where does that document appear which was published in 1824 ?— 
It is before the House of Commons, and is an official document. It is styled, 

“ Accounts relating to the Tea Trade, &c. of the East-India Company,” 
dated the 14th of May 1824 ; and bears the signature of T. G. Lloyd, the 
Accountant-General at the India-FIouse. 

343 5a. Will you state what appears to be the result in the year 1820-1 ? 

-—[ Witness delivers in the following statement, which is accordingly read to the 
Committee .] 
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Statement, to show the apparent Deficiency of Means to pay In¬ 
terest on Bond Debt and Dividends out of the Profits of the China 
Trade; prepared from Official Documents for the year 1820-21. 


£. 


Prime cost of teas, as per No. 32 
of <£ Papers relative to the 
Trade with India and China.” 

4th June 1829 . 1,874,840 

Freight and Demurrage, as per 

No. 31 of ditto.ditto. 796,540 

Charges in China and England, 
as per No. 6 of “ Accounts re¬ 
lating to the Tea Trade, &c. 
of the East-India Company,” 

14th May 1824 .618,849* 

Interest on home bond-debt, as 
per No. 21, of “ Papers relat¬ 
ing to the Finances of India, 
andTrade of India andChina,” 

Feb. 1830 .. 162,938 

Dividends on stock, as per ditto 
of ditto.ditto.. 632,251 


£4,085,418 


Sale amount in 1821-2, as per 
No. 33, of “ Papers, &c.” 4th 

June 1829 ...3,566,642 

Balance or deficiency, after pay¬ 
ing interest on bond-debts and 
dividends, both which are, by 
the Act 53 Geo. 3, sect. 57, 
chargeable on “ Commercial 
Profits” ... 518,776 


£4,085,418 


* The charges included in this sum are stated in the official account 
referred to under the following heads, viz . 

Salaries, emoluments, &c. in 1820-21......£95,653 

Expenses in China....... 54,735 

Ditto in England. 173,520 

Interest. 236,287 

Insurance. 58,654 

£618,849 

........ -) ,>; . . 

JN.jB.~The deficiency above stated is exclusive of avowed loss on the outward 
trade to Canton, which the Court of Directors and their advocates have alleged to 
have been carried on to their own detriment lor the benefit of British manufac¬ 
turers. This loss is stated, in the Lords’ Report on Trade, 1820-21, page 118, at 
£1,668,103 for twenty-six years, averaging therefore £64,157 per annum. 

It -is also exclusive of the loss by fire in Canton, in Nov. 1822, which is officially 
stated to be £380,133 ; and in which it is probable that goods undisposed of, from 
the season 1820-21, may have been sacrificed. 

There are other items in the accounts referred to which would be brought into 
a general statement of the whole period of the existing charter, and which render 
it probable that the annual loss or deficiency for the whole period would not be less 
than that above stated. 


22 March 1830, 
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3436a. Will you explain for what part of the Company’s debt this interest 
entered by you is charged ?—-It is the whole interest upon the bond debt in 
England in the year 1820-21. 

3437a. No part of the bond debt in India?—No. 

3438a. Why do you include the charge for interest of the bond debt in 
that account of* tea?—By the Act of the 53 d of the King, it is, as well as 
the dividends, expressly chargeable on the commercial profits of the East- 
India Company; and as the China trade is avowedly the only source of 
profit to them, as their other branches of trade, including the export trade 
to India and China, are avowedly attended with loss, I have put both into 
this statement, according to the provision of the Act of Parliament, Being 
chargeable on commercial profit, I know not where else to find it. Neithe” 
the dividends nor the interest, it is obvious, can be paid out of losses. 

3439a. In the charge for freight and demurrage in that account, do you 
include the charge for the freight and demurrage of that portion of the Com¬ 
pany’s shipping that went to India direct ?—From the official accounts that 
are published, I cannot tell what is chargeable to the Indian freight and what 
to the China freight, because they are not so distinguished. I have taken this 
sum from an official document, entitled, “ A statement of the amounts paid 
in England for freight and demurrage, including cost and outfit of the Com¬ 
pany’s own ships, from 1st May 1814 to the 30th April 1829.” I found this 
account amongst a collection of others, such as 30, 32, and 33, exclusively 
relating to the China trade. I thought therefore the safest way was to take 
the sum as I found it in the official account. If this sum does include the 
Indian freight, I have no means of separating the one from the other with 
accuracy. I know that the tonnage of the year 1820-21 was only about 
6,000 tons to India; and that tonnage, taken at the rate of £10, or £11, 
or £12 a ton, which is the rate the Company paid in that year, would only 
diminish this sum, even if it should include Indian freight, about £60,000 
or £70,000; but having no means of stating that on official authority, I 
thought the best way was to give in this sum, and to explain it. The result, 
in either case, will still leave a large deficiency. 

3440a. Are the Committee to understand, that if, in that sum, the freight 
properly chargeable for ships to India Proper is included, that will require a 
deduction to the amount of that tonnage from the amount you debit the tea 
trade with ?—It may be so ; but I only state that upon estimate. I have no 
official document to proceed upon with reference to this fact. 

3441a. Will you state what amounts appear to have been received by the 
Company as the produce of their tea sales for that year?—The sale amount 
in 1821-2, as per No. 32 of the papers which I have before referred to, is 
£3,566,642. The balance or deficiency then on this account, after paying 
interest on bond debts and dividends, both of which are by the Act 53 Gem 
III., s. 57, chargeable on commercial profits, amounts to £518,776, as par¬ 
ticularized in the statement. 


3442a. Are 
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3442a. Are the Committee to understand that the result of that account 22 March 1830. 

shows a deficiency to the amount of £518,776 on the proceeds of the- 

trade, to pay the charges on trade, the interest of their bond debt, and 72. Rickards, Esq. 
dividends in this country ?—Certainly in that year, so far as official docu¬ 
ments go. 

3443 a. Are those several items entered as you would enter any other 
commercial accounts ?—This account was drawn out, as I stated at the com¬ 
mencement, to support the opinion which I have long entertained, that there 
was not a sufficiency of profit on the Company’s commercial concerns to 
pay those two items, the interest on bond debt and dividends on stock. The 
account may be drawn out in a different form, and I was preparing a 
different view of the account when I was called in to this Committee. 

According to that view of the account, if it be balanced after the items of 
freight and demurrage, it will leave a profit on the China trade of £276,413, 
to meet the interest on bond debts and the dividends on stock £795,189, 
whilst the actual deficiency is, as before, £518,776. The result is in either 
case the same. 

3444 a. Then that account which you have now given in is only a division 
of the former account, leaving the interest on the bond debts and the divi¬ 
dends on stock separately ?—-Yes ; and showing, according to either state¬ 
ment, what I have always contended for, that the profits are inadequate to 
the payment of those two items. 

3445 a. In comparing the prime cost in the year 1821 with the sale 
amount in 1821-2, do not you observe that the prime cost is estimated upon 
a quantity of 28,545,000 lbs. of tea, and that in the sale amount there are 
only 25,493,000 lbs., leaving a difference of about 3,000,000 lbs. of tea ?—I 
do; and I adverted to that at the time. With a view of ascertaining what 
could be the cause of that difference, l east up the columns of Nos. 32 and 
33 , and I find that the sura total of difference amounts to nothing more than 
what a private merchant would consider as a fair allowance for wastage and 
loss of weight upon consignments of this description, vis. five per cent. It 
is probable, therefore, the difference may be occasioned by wastage, for the 
sums-total of these columns will, with this allowance, be found nearly to 
correspond; or it may be one year’s consumption of tea, which the Court of 
Directors are always required to have on hand by Act of Parliament, the total 
difference of the two columns being only 29,329,859 lbs. 

3446a. In stating the profit of any one particular year, ought not you to 
take that deduction into account ?—Certainly not; because the differences I 
have adverted to will go on from year to year throughout the whole period 
of the two statements; and in as far as these quantities (exclusive of wastage) 
may be found to consist of stock on hand, they are carried to a separate 
account. 

344-7«. Do you consider the allowance you have made more than the 
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average wastage which would be allowed by merchants trading in the article ? 
—I consider it a fair allowance. 

344 -8 a. Do you think that 3,000,000 is a fair proportion of wastage?— 
No; I have taken five per cent, as the proportion of wastage for the whole 
period. Either that, or the amount of one year’s consumption, which the 
Company are obliged to have always in hand in their warehouses, will make 
the two columns nearly to correspond. 

3449 a. In stating the profit and loss of particular years, ought not you to 
take that into the account ?—I should close my account as a merchant with the 
monies received and expended, that is, with the transactions of the year; I 
believe every merchant would do the same. I would beg it to be understood, 
that I do not give in this statement as a perfectly accurate one, because the 
official documents do not admit of it; I only give it in as a confirmation of 
that opinion which I have uniformly held, that there is not a sufficiency of 
commercial profit in the Company’s concerns to pay those two heads of 
charge, and I think that this statement, whatever adjustments may be 
required with regard to certain items in it, clearly proves the fact. 

3450a. As you have added up the columns for a number of years, have 
you also taken an average of the amount of profit or loss in those years ?— 
No, there are no means of doing it from official documents; and, as I have 
said before, I would not trust to any thing but official documents. 

3451a. Then that account is made up by you in the best manner you can, 
from such public documents as are before the House of Commons?—It is. 

3452a. Have you made any inquiry as to the prices of tea at Canton, and 
the prices at which the tea has been sold here ?—I have. I am in the habit 
of receiving information on that head in our correspondence with China, and 
from the regular price-currents which are transmitted to us. 

34 53a. Have you prepared any estimate or comparative table of those 
prices for any one or two years ?—I have prepared a statement, for the same 
purpose for which, as before-mentioned, I had prepared the other statement, 
namely, for publication, to show what the same quantity of teas purchased in 
China at the Chinese prices would amount to, and the prices for which they 
can be imported into this country by an individual merchant, who would 
charge himself with all the ordinary charges upon consignments of this 
description ; and this is compared with the prices which have been charged 
on the Company’s teas for the same period. # 

34 $$ a. Will you have the goodness to read that statement, and show what 
result you come to by that mode of calculation ?— 

[The witness delivered in the following Statement , which was read as follows :] 


Statement 
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Statement of the probable Cost at Canton of the different qualities of Tea necessary 22 March 1830. 
to be imported for the supply of the United Kingdom for one year, in the^pro- ~~- 

portion, both as to qualities and quantities, of the Teas imported in the vear R Rickards , Esq. 

as particularized in the printed official papers presented by His Majesty’s command, 

February 1830; showing also the average price at which they could be disposed 
of in bond, so as to remunerate with a fair mercantile profit the merchant and ship¬ 
owner, giving to the latter £10 per ton freight, and to the former 18 per cent, 
profit, after paying freight, insurance, commission, brokerage, and charges of 
warehousing, with allowance for loss of weight, &c. 



lbs . 

Tales. 

£ sterling. 

d. 

Bohea . 

3,778,012 

at 14 per pecul 

110,191 

at.... 7 peril). 

Congo . . . 

20,142,783 

22 — 

923,215 

11 — 

Campoi. . 

284,197 

22 — 

13,025 

11 — 

Souchong.. 

601,739 

28 — 

35,101 

14 — 

Pekoe ... 

131,281 

42 — 

11,487 

19 — 

Twankay . 

4,101,845 

22 — 

188,005 

11 — 

Hyson Skin ... 

213,993 

24 — 

10,698 

12 — 

Hyson •**•.••*••••••••••••• 

1,014,923 

45 — 

95,149 

i/io*- 

Gunpowder . 

645 

60 — 

80 

2/6 — 

lbs. 

30,269,418 

Cost ... £ 

1,386,951 

av. 11 per lb. 

Freight, 30,000 tons, at £10 per ton... 

300,000 


Insurance, 3 per cent. . 


41,608 


Commission, 2J per cent. 

34,673 


Cost, with freight, insurance, and commission....£ 

1,763,232 

or 1/2 per lb. 


In the above calculations the Spanish dollar is taken at 4$. The rate of exchange 
at Canton was even lower last season, as many bills were drawn at 3$. lOrf. and 
3s. lltf. per Spanish dollar at six months’ sight. The prices are a fair average ; 
and it should be observed, that the price-currents from Canton, dated in February 
and June in the last year, quote several of the different sorts of tea at from lo to 
25 per cent, lower than the prices on which these calculations are founded# 

The statements here submitted furnish an opportunity of comparing the prices 
obtained for teas by the East-India Company during the present charter with those 
at which they may be imported by private merchants. 

It appears by the Parliamentary documents, that the average price of the sale of 
tea at the East-India House in 1828-9 was 2s. 3d* m 9 7 per lb. in bond. These 
calculations show that the same tea may be imported into this country at a cost of 
1 s. 2d. per lb,, and sold at 1$. 6d. per lb. in bond, yielding at the latter price to the 
merchant and ship-owner an ample profit, and giving an average price of tea, duty 
paid, of 3s. per lb. instead of As. 8 d. y the price which the Company’s average of last 
year gives. 

It must also be remarked, that the average of 2s. 3d. *97* per lb. is taken for the last 
year as the lowest of fifteen years,while the average of the present charter is 2s.9d.\)^ 


* These rates are taken from No. 42, p. 124, of the Papers relating to the Trade of India 

and China, February 1830. 
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per pound; and at these rates the sale value of the Company’s tea stands as 
follows: 

First.—Sold by the East-India Company, 1828-9: 

30,289,508 lbs. of tea, at 2s. 3d. '97 per lb. in bond, is.... £3,527659 

Duty, at 100 per cent, on..... £3,284,076 

Ditto 96 do.... 281,839 

- 3,515,913 

Total value of tea-duty paid in one year...... £7,043 572 

Assumed price taken in this statement: 

30,269,508 lbs. of tea, average price of Is. 6d. per 

lb. in bond, is.... 2,270,213 

Duty at 100 per cent... £136,407 

Ditto - 96 do.. 2,048,453 

- 2,184,860 

Total value, duty paid, by this statement...— 4,455,073 

Additional amount paid by the country for tea in one year, in 
consequence of the East-India Company’s monopoly.£2,588,499 


Secondly.—-But if the average price of the present charter be taken at 2s. 9 d. 92 
per lb., it will appear that the same quantity of tea has, under the Company’s 
system, cost the country annually more by £4,091,107 (as per statement below) 
than would haVe been expended ou this commodity if allowed to be imported by 
individuals: ' J 

30,269,508 lbs. of tea, at 2s. 9d. 92 per lb. in bond, being the 

average price during the present charter...". £4 27« non 

Duty, at 100 per cent, on........ £4,028,090 * ’ 

Ditto - 96 do... 240,000 

-- 4,268,090 

Total value of tea-duty paid in one year... 8,546,180 

Assumed price taken in this statement: 

30,269,508 lbs. of lea, average price of Is. 6d. per 

lb - is . 2,270,213 

Duty at 100 per cent, on.... £136,407 

Ditto - 96 do. 2,048,453 

- 2184,860 

Total value, duty paid, by this statement..— 4,455,073 

Total difference in one year.. £4,091,107 

The following exhibits the probable profit of the merchant on the assumed 
average price of Is. 6d. per lb. in bond: 

Shipped in,China.... Us. 30,269,508 

Loss of weight and allowance, 5 per cent... 1,513,475 

28,756,033 at Is. 6d., £2,156,709 

Charges 
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Charges of warehousing, &c., 3 per cent........ £61,701 

Brokerage, i per cent............ 11 >009 


Net proceeds.... 2,080,999 

Cost, as per other side, including freight, insurance and commission 1,763,282 

Leaving net profit (or 18 per cent.). £317,707 


3455#. From what document or authority have you taken the prices which 
you have set down in that statement as the prime cost of the teas at Canton ? 

_From prices-current in China, and from correspondence on the subject 

with agents and merchants there. 

3456#. Are they the prices of the first, middle, or lower quality of teas 
of each kind ?—They are the prices of all the different kinds of tea sold at 
the Company’s sales in 1828-9 > nine different kinds of tea. 

3457#. How do you know that those prices are the prices of teas of the 
same quality with those purchased by the Company’s servants in China ? 
—They are the prices, and the only prices, quoted in the price-currents. 

3458#. Are you in the habit of receiving regular price-currents from 
Canton?—Yes,'regularly. I could also state, as a further confirmation of 
the fact, that some of the private tea trade of the last year passed through 
my own hands, and I know that it was to the full as good as the 
Company’s. 

3459#. From what documents have you taken your estimate of the average 
sale of the Company’s teas?—From No. 42, p. 124, of the “ Papers relating 
to the Trade of India and China,” February 1830. 

3460#. Are the Committee to understand, as the result of the statement 
which has now been read, that if the tea imported by the East-India Com¬ 
pany in the last year had been imported by private merchants, allowing a 
freight of £10 per ton and 18 per cent, profit, the country would have been 
supplied with the same quantity of tea, and of the same quality, at a less sum 
by £2,588,499 than what they have paid to the Company ?—I have not the 
least doubt of it. 

3461a. Do you consider that that would have been without any loss to 
the revenue, or paying the same amount of revenue to the Government ? 
Certainly not. 

3462#. Is your statement of the average price on which you have founded 
the calculation of tea, with regard to the duty, taken from the documents 
which you have mentioned?—It is founded upon the average price ol tea 
for fifteen years, as stated in the before-mentioned document, No. 42. 

3463#. Are the Committee to understand, that if that trade, which has 
been carried on by the Company for fifteen years, and assuming the average 
price given by them, had been carried on by private individuals, that the 

public 
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March 1830. public would have paid less during each of those years to the amount of 

“—: „ £4,000,000, which you have stated ?—Provided 30,000,000 pounds of tea 

Richards, Esq. were so i d in each year< 

3464c. Has not half of that sum which you state to have been paid by 
the public more than under your calculation would have been paid if the 
trade had been carried on by private individuals, consisted of duty to the 
Government ?—Certainly; one half of it, or nearly so. 

3465a. Are the Committee to understand, that you have made in that 
account all the usual commercial charges for freight, warehousing, brokerage, 
wastage, and that after those allowances the merchant would have received 
his 18 per cent, profit clear?—I have. 

3466c. In that calculation which you have made, you have estimated the 
greatly reduced sale-price of the tea, occasioning thereby a great loss in the 
amount of revenue, the duty on tea being an ad valorem duty; have you 
considered how that loss of revenue which would, on that calculation, take 
place if the trade was opened, could be supplied to the government ?—That 
circumstance struck me immediately upon preparing the former statement; 
and as I thought it would be desirable that the revenue should, at all events, 
be provided for, I prepared another statement, to show how I think, at least, 
that object might be effected. I have that statement here, which I had in¬ 
tended also for publication, and which I will deliver in. 

[The witness delivered in the same, which was read as follows .•] 

A Statembnt, exhibiting the amount of Duty which would be levied on the Teas 
as sold by the East-India Company, 1828-9, if the scale of American duties, given 
in page 49 of the papers ordered to be printed by the House of Commons 4th June 
1829, were adopted; showing also what would be the amount, if the importation 
reached to one-third more than the present supply. 


-— 

Imported 

18284829. 

American 
Duty, 
per lb. 

Sterling 

Amount. 

Supposed Impor¬ 
tation of One-third 
additional. 

American 

Duty. 

Sterling 

Amount. 


lb. 

&• 

d. 

£. 

lb. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

Bohea .«... 

3,778,012 

0 

6 

94,450 

5,037,000 

0 

6 

125,923 

Congou..... 

20,142,873 

0 

12* 

1,049,107 

1 




Canipoi.. 

284,197 

0 

0 

14,801 





Souchong . 

601,739 

0 

0 

31,340 

> 28,213,000 

0 

12* 

1,469,427 

Pekoe........ 

131,281 

0 

0 

6,837 

1 




TVankay . 

4,101,845 

1 

2 

239,274 





Hyson Skin ... 

213,993 

0 

0 

12,482 

> 5,754,000 

1 

2 

335,650 

Hyson ......... 

1,014,923 

1 

8 

84,576 

1,353,000 

1 

8 

112,750 

Gunpowder ... 

645 

2 

1 

67 

862 

2 

1 

90 


30,269,508 


£ 

1,532,934 

40,357,862 j 


£ 

2,043,842 


By 
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By these calculations it would appear that the present importation of tea of March 1830. 
' 1 ft 000 GOO nourtds and upwards would only produce a duty, at the American late, 
of’£l 532 934, while the existing ad valorem duty may be calculated to produce R. Rickards, Esq. 
jpa 515 ooo If it is estimated that an increase of importation to the amount of one- 
SS^additii t^ present quantity (40,357,000 pounds) be taken at the 
American duty, it amounts to only £2,043,000, a sum still very short of the duty 
now nroduced. It may however be presumed, that the consumption would be 
SSeSbShird “ 2 d it may be desirable that nearly the same amount of 
revenue may be secured as is now produced. In order to effect this, it will be 
more simple to fix a rated duty than to fix an ad valorem one. Indeed difficulties 
will occur at the out-ports in levying the latter, while by the adoption of a rated 
duty there could be no difficulty in the matter. The rates at which these duties 
mav be fixed are as follows: 


-— 

Rated Duty. 

The Duty 

payable on the Teas 
sold at the 

Company’s Sale, 1828-9. 


s» if. 

1 — per lb. 

1 9 0 

s. d. 

1 6 £ per lb. 

2 3f — 

2 9 — 

2 lOf — 

2 5i - 

2 3| - 

none. 

4 If - 

6 6 | - 

3 9f - 



Souchong, and all other black Tea, except Pekoe 

1 9 — 



2 8 — 





— 


Annexed are the Calculations showing the Amount of Duty at the above Rates, on a 
presumed importation of about 40,000,000 lbs. 



Importation 1828-9. 

With 

One-third additional. 

Rated Duty. 

Amount of Duty. 





lbs. 

lbs. 

s. d. 

£ 

Boliea... 

Congo... 

3,778,012 

20,142,873 

5,037,000 

1 0 per lb. 

251,850 

Campoi. 

Souchong.......**... 

284,197 

601,739 

V 28,038,000 

1 9 — 

2,453,325 

Twankay ... 

Hyson Skin.......... 

Hyson.. 

4,101,845 

213,993 

1,014,923 

| 5,754,000 

1 9 — 

503,475 

Gunpowder.......... 

Pekoe.*.. ... 

645 

131,281 

}- 1,528,000 

2 8 — 

237,080 

* 

30,269,508 

40,357,000 


£ 3,445,730 


With 
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With duties fixed at the above rates, an addition of 10,000,000 pounds of tea may 
be added to the consumption of the country, at a cost of £6,472,000 for the entire 
supply of 40,000,000 of pounds, duty paid. The cost to the country of 30,269,000 
pounds of tea in 1828-9 was £7,043,000 ; but were it not for the difficulties which 
are likely to be created at the out-ports in continuing an ad valorem duty, the 
40,000,000 pounds of tea, which would probably be imported, would yield about 
£3,000,000 in revenue, without any alteration in the present ad valorem duties, 
notwithstanding the greatest proportion of the teas would sell under 2#. per pound, 
and be therefore subject to only 96 per cent. This is a case without the bounds of 
probability, as in the event of the out-ports participating in the trade to China, a 
rated duty on tea must necessarily be substituted for an ad valorem one. 


In making this calculation, I have assumed that there will be an increase 
in the importation to the amount of at least one-third additional, if the price 
is reduced ; for tea is now become almost a necessary of life, and therefore 
I have thought it safe to take the import and sale at forty millions of 
pounds, instead of thirty. 

3467«. Are the Committee to understand the result of that statement to 
be this, that if the quantity of tea required for the consumption of England 
were imported by private merchants at the rates at which you conceive they 
can do it, the community would receive 40,000,000 of pounds of tea for 
£6,000,000 sterling, instead of paying £7,000,000, which they now do, for 
30,000,000 of pounds of tea, the Government receiving at the same time the 
same amount of duty as they did before ?—Certainly, with the trifling differ¬ 
ence between the amount of duty stated in this table and the present esti¬ 
mated amount of Government duty. The difference is only £70,183. 

3468«. Are those calculations founded upon the supposition that there 
will be no increase of price in Canton of the teas, although there will be an 
increase, to the amount of one-third, in the consumption ?—They are founded 
upon the prices which I have here taken, averaging 1$. (j<£ per pound. 

3469a. What grounds have you for supposing that 40,000,000 lbs of tea can 
be purchased in Canton at the same rate of price for which we now purchase 
30,000,000 lbs ?—If there was a sudden demand for an increased quantity of 
tea, no doubt the price of tea, like the price of every other article under 
similar circumstances, would be raised for a time, but only for a time. The 
Chinese have the means of producing much larger quantities of tea if there 
was an effectual demand for it, and in proportion as they produced larger 
quantities the price would again fall. 

3470a. Then you conceive that if the increase in the demand to the amount 
of 10,000,000 of pounds were a progressive increase, that additional quan¬ 
tity might be furnished without any advance in price ?—Without any mate¬ 
rial advance. 

34>7la. Do you not consider that that increase in quantity would chiefly 
be in the lower-priced teas of China ?—Certainly in the Congo and bohea. 

3472a. Are those the kinds in general use in China P—All the higher 

classes 
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classes in China who use tea, drink the finest tea, and therefore the demand 22 M arch mo. 
for the finer sorts being of limited extent as well in China as in this countiy, ^ i{i e kanh , M*q- 
it is probable the increase would take place in the lower qualities. 

SV/Sa. Do not the lower classes usually drink tea in China ?— Yes ; and 
their consumption, as far as it goes, would of course be in the lower descrip¬ 
tions of tea. 

3474a. Therefore you suppose the additional demand of 10,000,000 lbs. 
out of the whole consumption of China, would not, in a few years, occasion 
any great difference in price ?—If the demand went on gradually increasing, 

I should think that it would not occasion any considerable increase of price ; 
but even if it did occasion an increase of price at first, 1 conceive that as the 
supply would in the course of a very short time meet the demand, the price 
would again fall to its natural level. 

3475a. You have made a statement respecting the revenue to Govern¬ 
ment on the supposition that 40,000,000 of pounds would be consumed, 
have you made any calculation how the revenue would be paid, supposing 
there were no increase beyond the present amount of consumption o 
30,000,000 lbs?—You might do it by collecting the present rates ot duty as 

a rated duty. 

3476a. Do you consider that the same amount of revenue might be col¬ 
lected as a rated duty, which is stated in No. 41 to be the present amount ot 
dutv ?—I have never made any calculation of it; but from a superficial view 
of this account, I should say certainly. Taking the sale prices oi that ac¬ 
count, or 100 per cent, on the sale prices, as a rated duty upon the different 
descriptions of tea mentioned therein, you would, of course, realize the same 
amount of revenue, or £3,527*659. 

3477a. Are you aware of the quantity of tea which has been exported 
from Canton during the last four or five years, in each year, by the hnglis i 
and Americans together?—I have no actual account ot it, but it is stated in 
these official tables. The statement, No. 27, contains an account of the 
exports from Canton by the Americans intended for European consumption; 
and the account No. 26, contains the amount of their exports for American 
consumption. These two statements, added to the amount of the Company s 
exports of tea, would show the actual amount exported. 

3478a. Have you made any computation of the average price per pound 
which the Company pays for their tea at Canton upon the whole quantity . 

I have no statement to show it, neither have I seen any official document 
from which I could accurately frame it. I think the information can only be 
supplied with strict accuracy from the India-House. 

3479a. Do you happen to know whether the prices quoted in the Canton 
price-currents are regulated by the prices given by the East-India Company 
for their tea, they being, of course, the principal purchasers in that mai ket 
—Being the principal purchasers in the market, their purchases will, o 
e r r r 3 jj course, 
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course, very materially influence the prices at which the tea is procured; 
but there are other purchasers in the market, the Americans and the Indian 
merchants, and their demand for tea will, of course, have its effect in influ¬ 
encing the price t but I should consider the Company’s demand for tea to 
have the chief influence upon the actual price of the tea quoted in the price- 
currents. 

34<S0a. Then you consider it a fair datum to consider the cost of the East- 
India Company’s teas to be the prices stated in the Canton price-currents ? 
—Certainly, I do. 

3481a. Are you aware whether the Company’s contract prices for tea are 
those stated in the price-currents ?—I think that information can only be pro¬ 
cured, with the accuracy to be depended upon, from the records of the 
India-House itself. 

3482a!. From your intercourse with persons carrying on the China trade, 
are you aware of any peculiar difficulties in the way of merchants trading 
with China ?-—Private merchants of this couutry are shut out of China alto¬ 
gether. The merchants from India are allowed to carry on a trade between 
India and China ; but that trade now, and the consequences of that trade, 
are most materially obstructed by its not being entirely thrown open. I he 
great obstructions experienced in this case by the Indian merchants may be 
considered a question of national importance. The removal of those obstruc¬ 
tions would be attended with immense advantages to this country. 

3483a. By whom are the obstructions interposed ?-~-By the system ; that 
is, by the operation of the Chinese monopoly, which is sanctioned by Act of 
Parliament. 

3484«. Do you mean by the East-India Company or by the Chinese ?~~I 
mean to say that obstructions arise out of the system itself. 

3485a. Is it the system adopted by the Chinese, or the system as regulated 
by this country?-—! mean the whole system, and what is commonly called 
the Chinese monopoly particularly. 

3486a. In China or in England ?—Altogether, both in India and in 
China. 

3487a. Do you mean arising from the laws of England or the laws of 
China ?—It arises out of the peculiar manner in which the trade is carried on, 
and the operation of the system altogether upon the trade. 

3488. Will you explain in what way the system throws difficulties in the 
way, both as regards the Chinese government and the Company’s establish¬ 
ment?—I have long been of opinion that the Company’s trade has been a 
source of great injury, not only to India, but to this country also; and like¬ 
wise to have involved the Company themselves in all their present difficul¬ 
ties and incumbrances. 1 have no hesitation, indeed, in saying, that I Con¬ 
sider it, from the official account's which hatfe been printed arid published, to 
be the sole cause of every fraction of their debt, both at home and abroad. 
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In other respects it cannot be disputed, nowadays, that it must be^y 22^,1880. 
injurious to any country for the sovereign to be carrying ontiadton hi. mdmr(Lh Esq . 
own account in his own dominions. Such injury is experienced, or at all 
events was experienced, to very considerable extent, during the whole of the 
time T was in India. The Company, from having no active circulating 

capital of their own, are obliged to be supplied ^i&^ofthe 

of their teas in China from their Indian revenue. A large portion ot me 
revenues required for the China trade is taken in kind on the western side of 
India • in other words, they take a large quantity .of cotton, or used to c o 
so when I was in Bombay, from the districts belonging to themselves, where, 
i: stereos of the country, they consider 

the «rrossproduce of the soil as a land-tax. That one-halt, m the cptton 
districts being taken .in kind, the ryots or cultivators were compelled to 
surrender thelffher half to the Company’s agents at a certain price; but 
this price was not a price agreed upon at the time oMbe 
the Company’s commercial resident and the cultivators. The PWJ** 
fixed, after the cotton had been embarked on board the Company - _ P 
and sent off .to China, by a committee, consisting of the judge oahe d^stnet 
the collector of the district, and the commercial resident, who met ioi me 
purpose of settling the price which the ryots were to receive for tlie remain- 
1112 half of the cotton, and that price they were obliged to take. Ihc puce 
was. often below that which they could have.got.from‘ 

This was formerly the case on the western side of India, and it is piobabiy 
the "vTro of the present dav. Besides which, I have reason to know that 
wheneverthe Company go into the market for the purchase of any commo¬ 
dity 0 ^ Yn!^ not binder their immediate control, the knowledge of them 
being purchasers has the effect of immediately raising the pnee of p article 
and it raises it so materially in the Indian market, as to render it extremely 
difficult for the merchants in India to make remittances to this _coun iy. 
often happens, therefore, that they cannot send home goods at the maiket 

price of those goods, except at a dead loss ; and their ^SSid 0 
nneritions as regards the intercourse between India and England, are urns 
materially obstructed, which I take to be entirely owing ^ 
nrevailint? of the government being traders in their own countiy. It would 
beTvastf dvantage to the Indian merchants if they could be allowed to make 
their remittances by way of China; but there they are o A! j 1 D ortance if 
there the obstruction is, as it appears to me, of great national 3?-ncrease 
the trade of China were perfectly free, the merchants of India would increase 

their consignments to China, and from the sale-proceeds ^£uAraS S on 
ments they might be enabled to purchase the bills of the British tradeis on 
England at a reasonable rate of exchange, and thereby make remittances 
upon favourable terms. At present they are precluded from this. 
the consequence is, that the returns for,their consignments to. China aie ne¬ 
cessarily sent back to India; they go back to Inaia partly in hiHsgranted 
bv the supercargoes in China on the India .governments at a low rate oi ex- 
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change, and partly in bullion and goods. During the years 1828-9 the 
exchange from Canton on Calcutta was but 200 rupees for 100 Spanish dol¬ 
lars, whilst the par of exchange is 207 rupees for 100 Spanish dollars. The 
same thing took place with regard to the exchange on Bombay; private 
merchants could only get bills at 212 rupees for 100 Spanish dollars instead 
of 220, the real par. The consequence of this obstruction is, that private 
merchants are under the necessity of carrying back such goods, in small 
quantities, as will sell in India; and of late years, particularly as the Com¬ 
pany’s treasury in Canton has been shut against bills on this country, of 
returning to India with large quantities of bullion. There is scarcely a ship 
that has lately come from Canton to Calcutta that has not brought back 
dollars and Sycee silver to a great amount. Instead, therefore, of the ordi¬ 
nary advantages of legitimate traffic, the Indian merchants are actually 
deprived of those means of remittance to England which they are most 
desirous of accomplishing, and through which the national interests would be 
greatly promoted. In this way there is, as I conceive, a most important ob¬ 
struction thrown in the way of the commercial intercourse between India 
and England, by the restrictions on trade arising out of the system of the 
Company’s China monopoly. 

3489 a. How does that interference affect the dealings with the Chinese 
at Canton?—-The dealings with the Chinese at Canton would be propor¬ 
tionally increased if the trade was thrown open, because it would encourage 
greater exports from this country, and larger exports from India to China, 
if the Indian merchants had the means of remitting to England, which they 
are now in search of, and in which they are so much obstructed. 

8490 a. Do you consider the exports from China as sufficient to afford the 
means of remittance for all the exports which it is now so difficult to obtain? 
—I have no doubt that from such a country as China almost any amount 
might be provided for the purpose of returns to this country, to India, and 
to other parts of the world. 

3491 «* On what authority do you form that opinion ?—I ground it upon 
the belief, that such a country as China, with all its varieties of soil and 
climate, and occupied by a naturally industrious population, cannot fail to 
produce all the articles which it now yields in far greater quantities than it 
now does. 

3492 <z. Have you had any communication or information enabling you to 
form an opinion of the anxiety of the Chinese to extend their trade?—I 
believe that the Chinese are a perfectly commercial people. Wherever the 
Chinese have been established, in Sincapore, in Java, in Borneo, and in the 
other eastern islands where they are settled in great numbers, they are found 
to be the principal traders, and the most industrious people in the country. 
I therefore take the Chinese, generally speaking, to be a perfectly com¬ 
mercial people, and exceedingly anxious to extend their commercial dealings, 
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in spite of any restrictive regulations that may be imposed upon them by the 
Chinese government. f # 

3493a. Have you had any specific examples brought to your notice of the 
desire on the part of the Chinese, in other ports than Canton, to open a 
communication with English merchants ?—Yes. I have in my possession 
an extract of a letter from an European merchant who had visited China, to 
his friend and correspondent in Calcutta. It is dated Canton, 19th Sep- 
tember 1823 ; and the extract is as follows : 

« The Manilla people only are allowed liberty to trade to Amoy, which would 
have been granted to us could we have waited. A mandarin followed us seven 
miles from the port of Amoy to entreat our return, which, however our plans would 
not admit of. We experienced civil treatment, even from the mandarins of rank, 
and the complaisance of the inhabitants generally formed an agreeable contrast to 
the haughty demeanour of the lowest here (Canton). The single circumstance ot 
foreigners not being denied women (as they are most rigidly here, Canton) speaks 
volumes. No foreigner is allowed to remain after the departure of his ship. As 
far as we could learn, no charge similar to measurement-duty is levied on foreign 
ships. The government revenue is derived from an export duty, which the foreigner 
pays on his export cargo : but this duty appears to be not fixed; and I suspect the 
injudiciousness of the mandarins in increasing it beyond hounds, is the cause ot 
the discontinuance of the trade hv the Manilla people. It is probable that, with a 
view to bring it back, the mandarins would now be more reasonable. They seemed 
to say, that the Hong merchants of Amoy are pretty much in the bankrupt 
situation of those here (Canton). They inquired much for most of the articles from 
the eastern isles imported in their junks; and also For rice, for which they rely 
mainly on Formosa ; but we could form no idea of the price to he obtained tor them. 
The prices of the European articles we saw in the shops were not so much above 
the Canton rates as was to be expected. I am very keen for an adventure to Amoy, 
for the purpose of opening new channels for opium in that quarter, the chief mart 
of its consumption ; but it is too weighty a concern for us to undertake singly; and 
I have contented myselt with writing to Manilla for information, and with sounding 
our friends there on the subject. As you have already adventured in a Chinese 
bottom, you will, I hope, give a lift to our plans also. The foreign trade in junks 
is not contraband in China, since the accession of the present family (about looU). 
It is connived at by the government, and is, I believe, even licensed at Amoy. I do not 
see why a junk could not load goods at Amoy or elsewhere, as if for a foreign port 
(Manilla, Batavia, &c.), and afterwards tranship them to a foreign vessel waiting in 
the neighbourhood.” 

3494«. What, in your opinion, would be the result of opening the 
trade with China to Englishmen generally ?—I believe it would have the 
effect of extending the commercial intercourse between this country and the 
East most materially. I ventured in, the year 1813 to predict, that that 
would be the consequence of opening the trade to India. I hat opinion is 
most abundantly proved by No. 40 of the “ Papers relating to the finances 
of India,” which is contained in the collection presented by His Majesty’s 
command in February 1830, and now on this table. It was stated at that 
time (1813) by the advocates of the Company, that it was impossible to 
increase the export trade to India. I ventured to entertain a different 
opinion; and I refer to this statement, No. 40, in support of the opinion I 
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22 'March 1880. then gave. That statement shows that, on the average of sixteen years, the 
-—- Company’s exports of goods to India were only 385,650 rupees per annum, 

M. Rickards, Esq. whereas the average of sixteen years exports by private individuals from 
Great Britain is 1,56,96,078 rupees. The treasure exported by the East- 
India Company averages 12,15,-294 rupees, and by individuals 24,40,113 
rupees. The total of the exports by the East-India Company is therefore 
57,10,344 rupees, and by private individuals 1,81,36,191 rupees. If the 
whole of the exports by individuals from foreign Europe and America con¬ 
tained in that statement be added to the English exports, it will give a total 
of 2,82,54,537 rupees by individuals, against 50,71,344 rupees by the Com¬ 
pany. Thus the trade to India is proved to have been capable of increase, 
which I then maintained would be the case; and though this increase 
exceeds even my expectations, considering all circumstances, still, great as 
it is, I have a most perfect conviction that, if the trade to China was also 
opened, there would be a far greater increase of the exports from this 
country than is exhibited in this statement. 

3495a. Are you not aware of the peculiarities of the Chinese government 
with regard to trade, and that a comparison cannot therefore be fairly made 
between India and China as to any expected increase?—I know that the 
Chinese government have imposed restrictive regulations upon the foreign 
trade of their own country; but I know, at the same time, that these regu¬ 
lations are completely set at nought by the commercial spirit of the people. 

3496o. Are you aware that the Chinese government prohibit entirely the 
exportation of silver?—They do. 

3497a- Have you any means of stating to the Committee what quantities 
are annually exported notwithstanding those prohibitions ?—I have already 
stated in a former answer, that large quantities of silver were necessarily 
exported from Canton to Calcutta, and to Bombay, in consequence of the 
low rate of exchange prevailing there, and the impossibility of the Indian 
merchants getting a remittance for their funds to this country via China. 1 
have in my office in the City various accounts of remittances of bullion to 
Bengal and Bombay in different seasons; but just previous to my coming 
down to the Committee I fell in with a Canton price-current and register, 
which gives the following!as the exports of bullion from Canton to Calcutta 
and Bombay in the year 1828. The exportation to Bengal in dollars was 
2,169,837. In Sycee silver, 19,210; South American silver, 55,273; total, 
2,244,320 dollars. The exportation to Bombay in dollars, Sycee and South 
American silver, 3,423,659 dollars. Total exported, 5,667,979 dollars. 
The; importations of dollars in the season 1828, are stated in the same 
register to amount to about 2,304,800; and the circulation of Company’s 
bills on* the Supreme Government of Bengal would probably not amount to 
more than seventeen laes of dollars. I copied this information out of the 
printed register, dated 26tff February 1828. 

3498tf. Are you 1 nofc afraid, that if the trade were thrown open by-removing 

the 


SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 425 

the Company’s present exclusive privilege, there might be danger of inter¬ 
ruption to the trade with Englishmen ?—Not the least. I am clearly of 
opinion that we have means, arid more powerful means, of controlling the 
trade with China, than the Chinese government itself. 

3499a. On what do you found that opinion?—From the printed official 
statements before the public. It appears in one of them, viz. No. 29 of 
Papers, &c. 4th June 1829, that out of 15,000,000 of imports into Canton in 
one year, 11,000,000 were of the article of opium. Now the Chinese, 
although it is a prohibited article, are in the constant habit of using it, the 
higher ranks as well as the lower ranks. They cannot therefore do without 
it." It is well known that those persons who are in the habit of using opium 
cannot leave it off; the Chinese would therefore require importations of 
opium to the same extent as formes ‘y. They require also large supplies of 
dollars; for it is a curious fact, as stated in the register I have before quoted, 
that the importation of dollars into China in the year referred to was only 
2,304,800, when the exports to Bombay and Bengal amounted to above 
5,600,000. In this state of export and import, it is therefore clear that China 
must be in constant need of a supply of dollars, which, in the case supposed, 
it could only procure from private traders. The Chinese also require to be 
supplied, as stated in the extract of the letter I gave in, with rice from the 
island of Formosa. It is understood that two, at least, of the provinces on 
the eastern side of China are deficient in that commodity, and that if those 
supplies were stopped it would go a great way to create disturbance in the 
country. Although I do not anticipate any such obstruction as is contem¬ 
plated in the question (for I have no idea that the Chinese would have the 
least objection to the opening of the trade), still if measures of coercion 
should be rendered eventually necessary, the employment of two or three 
cruizers upon the coast would effectually prevent the entrance of those very 
important supplies into China, which I have above enumerated; the conse¬ 
quence of which would be great distress to the Chinese themselves,^ and, In 
all probability, immediate concessions and advances for a renewal of friendly 
intercourse, even if they had been previously disposed, under the orders of 
their own government, to obstruct it. Let it also be recollected that they 
would have, if the trade were stopped, large supplies of tea on hand ; and if 
they could not sell those teas to English merchants, I should be glad to 
know to whom they would sell them. In this respect our means of influencing 
the trade are also great, for a stoppage of the tea-trade would be attended 
with incalculable distress to a vast mass of population in the tea districts; 
it is therefore to the full as much their interest to sell as it is ours to buy. 
But if all these means and powerful incentives were to fail, we have still 
a hope left; for it is well known by those gentlemen who have lived in the 
Eastern Islands for some time, that the Chinese merchants established in 
those islands would at any time contract with foreigners upon the spot to 
supply any quantity of tea, and of any quality that might be desired. If 
therefore English ships were prohibited going to China, 1 conceive that sup- 
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plies of tea and other Chinese articles might just as easily be got from Sin- 
capore, or Java, and other ports in the Eastern Archipelago, as they can 
now from China itself. These then are the grounds of my belief that under 
all circumstances, we have the means of controlling the trade with China, 
even more effectually than the Chinese government itself; for when the 
Chinese merchants and the mass of the community find that they have an 
interest in carrying on certain branches of trade, they will do it; as is suffi¬ 
ciently manifest in their importation of opium, and export of silver, in spite 
of the most severe laws that can be enacted by their own government. 

3500m Are you of opinion, that it is as much the interest of China to trade 
with us, as it is of England to trade with China ?—I think so, if not more. 

3501a. In what way do you consider that a few English cruisers would 
so influence the Chinese government as to oblige them to open the trade, 
if, by any circumstance, it was once interrupted ?—I allude to that as 
an extreme case, and of course only to be resorted to in the event of 
its being found indispensably necessary, or justified by some previous 
act of aggression on the part of the Chinese authorities. I am far 
from thinking it one that is likely to happen ; but if it should be necessary 
to control the government of China by force, I think that, by the means I 
have suggested, you might effectually accomplish the intended object. I 
repeat, however, that I do not anticipate you ever would be obliged to have 
recourse to any such measure of hostility; for my firm belief is, that the 
Chinese would gladly hail the approach of free-traders, and receive their 
goods, giving theirs in return, without the least difficulty. 

3502a. Have you known of any circumstance obliging the Chinese govern¬ 
ment to make terms with individuals interrupting their trade?—I am not 
acquainted with any that I could speak very decidedly to; I have heard of 
such occurrences, but the public records are probably the best authority on 
this head. 

3503a. Do you suppose it would be necessary to export bullion to China 
for the purchase of tea, silks, and other articles which would be required by 
the extended trade you contemplate ?—Certainly not, no more than it is now 
necessary to export bullion to India. The trade would soon fall into channels 
which would render it easy for British merchants resorting to China to furnish 
themselves with funds, by giving bills to Indian merchants, or their repre¬ 
sentatives in China, or to agents on the spot; and funds would thus be 
raised to any required extent upon reasonable terms, such as would enable 
the trade to be carried on, in all probability, with advantage to both parties. 

3504a. Is it your opinion that the operation of the trade at Canton would 
be equally beneficial to India as to England, in promoting the general com¬ 
merce between all the three countries ?—The advantage that would result 
to the Indian merchants from making the trade to China perfectly free, and 

by 



<SL 


SELECT COMMITTEE op the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 4.27 


by thus promoting British exports, appears to me to be absolutely in- 22 March 1830. 

calculable. - 

11. Rickards, Esq. 

3505a. Is not the export of goods to India at the present moment limited 
by the difficulty of obtaining returns ?—Most certainly; in the way I have 
explained. 

3506a. Is it your opinion that the exports from China to England, and to 
the rest of the world, which might be available by English merchants, would 
remove that difficulty, and consequently increase the general trade, not only 
from China, but from England to India?—It would, in my opinion, increase 
it incalculably. I cannot express my conviction on this head too strongly. 

3 jOya. And these are the grounds on which you consider such advantages 
would accrue to both India and England from a free intercourse with China? 

—Yes. 

3508a. Do you know how the Company pay their investments in China, 
as it is evident from the official returns that they do not send out manufac¬ 
tures equal to purchase their investments ?—I have always been of opinion, 
ever since 1 had the first opportunity, in the year 1812-13, of analyzing the 
Company’s accounts, that their trade is entirely supplied by their revenues; 
and that, so far from their commerce ever being of the slightest aid to the 
territorial concern, it is the territory that alone supports and upholds their 
commerce. They could not, in my opinion, carry on trade without the sup¬ 
port of the revenue. Their supplies of investments, both from India and 
China, are invariably furnished by Indian revenues. 

3509#. Is it your opinion that the government of India, under these cir¬ 
cumstances, would be maintained better by the Company not being traders, 
either to India or to China, than as they now are ?—I am quite sure that it 
would. I have no doubt that it would be found, upon a careful examina¬ 
tion of the official accounts which have been laid before Parliament, that 
there has been a surplus revenue from the territories of India, to a very con¬ 
siderable amount, for the last thirty-live or thirty-six years at the least, 
which accounts I have had an opportunity of inspecting. That surplus 
revenue would have enabled the Company to carry on the political concern 
without any foreign aid whatever. I consider, on the other hand, that the 
commerce of the East-India Company is the sole cause of all their incum¬ 
brances and debts. I avail myself with pleasure of the opportunity which 
the question affords me, of adding my unreserved belief, from a careful 
examination of the records of the India Company, which have been printed • • 
and circulated in four large folio volumes, for the use, I believe, of their 
servants abroad—from the ability displayed in those records, and the anxious 
disposition uniformly expressed to promote the welfare of their territorial 
possessions, that the East-India Company will be found to be by far the best 
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organ or instrument that His Majesty’s Government can employ for the future 
political administration of that country; and I do lament most sincerely, that 
they should ever think it necessary to mix up a commercial character with 
their political one, inasmuch as I, as conscientiously, believe their commerce 
to be their bane. 

3510a. Will you be prepared, at a future period, to submit to the Com¬ 
mittee a statement, showing how far the revenues of India are, in your 
opinion, from the documents laid before Parliament, adequate to maintain 
the government of* that country without the aid or interference of commerce ? 
—Yes, I am perfectly prepared to prove it now. 

3511a. You have stated, that by the Company going into the market in 
India as merchants, considerable derangement and increase of price takes 
place at various places where their investments are purchased : are you able 
to state what effect the sales of those investments have on the general state 
of commerce in England, when they take place?—As far as regards their 
interfering with the purchase of goods in India* I have already stated, that 
whenever the Company’s agents are known to be in the maiket, it inva¬ 
riably has the effect of running up the prices from 15 to 30 per cent. The 
price of cotton, for example, I have known to be run up by this cause. 
Since I have left India l have also known of many instances, from corres¬ 
pondence I have carried on with India, where the same effect has been 
produced in other articles. I remember, upon one occasion, that when the 
Company first entered into the indigo trade, the government of Bengal were 
afraid of making their purchases openly for the Company’s investment. 
They employed an agent upon the spot to make purchases for them. It was 
very soon found out by the resident merchants of Calcutta that there was a^ 
Company’s agent in the market, and the price was run up in the course of 
about eight or ten days from 190 rupees a maund to 230, 240, and 250 
rupees a maund. I happen to know of one house in Calcutta, that having 
made a purchase of a considerable quantity of indigo at 190 rupees per 
maund, sold it in a few days afterwards for 230 or 240 rupees per maund, 
and thus realized upon the resale of it, in consequence of the Company 
being in the market, between three and four lacs of rupees before they had 
had time to pay for the original purchase. 

3512a. Would not that rise in price be occasioned by any other great 
customer coming into the market ?—By such a customer as the East-lndia 
Company. 

3513a. Do you know any persons trading to India who have the capital 
at command that the East-lndia Company have, to go into the market and 
purchase so largely of any commodity ?—I know of no capital that the 
Company possess, except what they obtain annually from their revenues in 
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India; but that capital is so enormous, that it is impossible for any private 
merchant to compete with them. 

35140 . Can you state any effect that has been produced on the markets 
in England by the Company’s sales of their large purchases?—In some 
instances it may affect the markets here; but the Company’s sales in general 
pf their goods have been very fairly made, and I would not say that it affects 
the markets here materially, although in some instances it may have done 
SO. :' ■ '• • ' ‘ ‘ ’• ' 1 ' - 

35150. You consider the effects to be principally in their making their 
purchases in India?—That is the great cause of derangement, and which is 
absolutely ruinous to the commercial intercourse between the two countries. 

3516a. Are you able to state how far that principle may apply to their 
purchases in Canton ?—Their purchases in Canton are made, as I stated 
before, by supplies, in a great measure, which are forwarded from India 
in goods to Canton for that purpose; those goods are either taken in kind 
from the revenues of India, as I have before explained in respect to the 
west of India, or else they are purchased in the public market, as in Bengal, 
at a price far above that which the private merchants would give; and 
as long as the China monopoly is continued, these injuries will also be 
perpetuated. 

35170 . You refer now to the proportion of goods which the Company 
purchase in India ?—Yes. 

35180 . How does that affect the purchase of tea?—Upon a fair mercantile 
statement of the concern, it would certainly affect the out-turn of the 
speculation. 

3519a. Do you mean to say that much of the Company’s revenue is 
collected in kind in Bombay ?—I know that it was when I was in India, in 
the cotton districts belonging to the Company on the western side of the 
peninsula. They were constantly in the habit of taking their proportion of 
the cotton produce, or half of the gross produce, in kind. 

3520a. Was not that always a very small proportion of the cotton 
exported from. India to China?-—Not a.small proportion. I know that in 
Bengal they purchase cotton ; but I have letters from gentlemen in Calcutta, 
stating that the prices in the year 1821 of cotton to the East-India Company 
was about 25 rupees per maund, when it was procurable by private mer¬ 
chants at the rate of 15. This.was ascertained from the circumstance of 
the Company having sent out orders to Calcutta, that the commanders and 
officers of their ships should only be allowed to take cotton to China on con¬ 
dition of taking it from the Company at the prices which it cost them. On 
another year it was stated, that the cost was in the same way to the captains 
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and officers of the Indiamen 18 rupees, when the current market price of it 
in Calcutta was 14. 

3521a. What, in your opinion, would be the effect of opening the trade to 
China to the English generally; would it give the British merchants any 
advantage over the Americans and Dutch, or other people, for the supply 
of Europe?—A very great advantage over all other nations; and that 
advantage would arise out of the facilities which I have before mentioned, 
that would be mutually granted to each other by the Indian and the British 
traders. It would also give a great advantage to British merchants, in as far 
as it would enable them to supply all our colonies, South America, and even 
the countries of Europe, with Chinese produce, which they could do then 
upon better terms than the Americans, or the French, or the Portuguese, or 
Dutch, or any other nation that has been in the habit of trading to China. 
The advantages of opening the trade to China, both to England and to 
India, as I before said, appear to me to be quite incalculable. 

3522a. Are our colonies principally supplied with Chinese produce by 
other countries?—The Americans now participate very largely in the 
carrying trade; but I have had conversations myself with Americans on 
this very subject, and their apprehension is, that if the trade to China were 
once thrown open to British merchants, they (the Americans) would be 
entirely thrown out of the market. There is doubtless some cause for this 
alarm, from what has already taken place in India. In consequence of the 
degree of freedom given to the trade in India since 1813, British merchants 
have completely excluded the Americans from that country; it is therefore 
no unreasonable conclusion that the same effect would be produced by 
opening the trade to China. The Americans are at all events alive to it as a 
probable result. 


Martis, 23° die Martii, 1830, 

HENRY WILLIAM MASTERSON, Esq. called in, and examined, 

3523a. I believe you are vice-consul at Rotterdam ?—I am. 

3524>a. You do not receive any salary ?—No; I have never received any 
remuneration from any one on that account. 

3 525a. Are you engaged in trade ?—For the last fifteen years I have had 
the superintendence of a commercial concern at Rotterdam. 


3526a. Is 
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3526a. Is that commercial concern upon an extensive scale ?—It has been 
upon an extensive scale. 

3527 a. Have you directed much of your attention to the tea-trade in 
Holland ?—I have for the last ten or twelve years past. 

3528a. Can you exhibit any view of the tea-trade, and for what period ?— 
I can lay before the Committee a statement made up by myself, containing 
a view of the Netherlands tea-trade for the last twelve years, distinguishing 
the quantity imported by the Dutch, and by Americans, the only other 
parties who have been engaged in the trade. About half a million of 
quarter-chests of tea have been imported in that period, giving an average 
annual importation of about 41,000 quarter-chests. 

3529a. Does that include the whole of the Netherlands ?—It includes 
Belgium and the whole of the Netherlands. The statement exhibits about 
three-fifths of the trade in the hands of the Americans, and two-fifths only 
in the hands of the Dutch, during the whole of that period. The state¬ 
ment shows also the duties and prices; the duty varies from five-eighths of 
a penny per English pound to four-pence and five-eighths, according to 
circumstances, bringing it into English money and weights. 

3530a. Is that an ad valorem duty?—No; there was an ad valorem duty 
of 10 per cent, in 1818, when this statement commences; but some alteration 
was then made with a view of favouring the Dutch flag, which has not, how¬ 
ever, had that effect ; indeed the duties are so low, that the difference 
between importations by Dutch and foreign flags is only about an English 
penny in the lower prices, and on the higher prices it is nothing. 

3531a. Are there any duties paid upon importations in foreign bottoms 
into the Dutch ports ?—For the lower sorts of teas, instead of five-eighths of a 
penny by a Dutch vessel, it is one penny and five-eighths by foreign vessels, 
and there is a duty of a tenth upon English vessels; that is a general 
additional duty upon all articles imported in English vessels. 

3532a. Will you have the goodness to deliver in the statement you have 
prepared ?—- [2'he witness delivered in the same, which was read, as follows .*] 
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IMPORTATIONS. 

. v 


Netherland Vesseh 

3 United States 

Vessels. 



Nymbe 

of 

whole 

Cargoes 

r . , 

Quantity 

f. .. | 

Numbe 

of 

' whole 
Cargoes 

r Quantity, 
in whole 
or broken 
5. Cargoes. 

TOTAL. 

t Imports. 

1818 

6 

\ chests 
37,381 

* 8 

4- chests. 
53,154 

. chests. 
90,535 

1819 

. 1 

6,948 

11 

52,981 

59,929 

1820 

3 

14,029 

12 

59,343 

73,372 

< 

1821 

1 

6,279 

2 

10,934 

17,213 

1822 

2 

8,987 

4 

19,037 

28,024 ' 

1823 

— 

■ _ , 

4 

26,192 

26,192 

1824 

1 

6,811 

2 

6,212 

13,023 

\ 

1825 

1 

6,364 

5 

30,860 

37,224 

1826 

6 

37,764 

1 

8,004 

45,768 

182? 

4 

23,583 

— 

4,455 

28,038 ( 

1828 

4 

29,834 

3 

16,838 

46,672 J j 

\ 

2 

1829 

! 

1 

3 

21,034 

1 

5,358 

26,392 11 

u 

r 

1 

32 1 

[99,014 

53 S 

293,368 4 

102,382 


DUTIES ON 


: By Netherland Vessels. 


10 per cent, ad valorem ...... , 


If imported direct: 

Bohea and low Congo, ) $rth of a 
5 guilders 6 cents per 100 > penny per 

Nethd. lbs. ..) Eng. lb. 

Other sorts, 10 guilders \ -f$th of a 
12 cents .... J penny. 

If imported indirect: 

Bohea and low Congo, \ 1^ penny 
1 guilders 19 cents. ...* J ] ~ 

Other sorts, 32 guilders ^ < 


16 guilders 19 cents. ... ♦ J perEng.lb, 

ss “ e «‘. or r:. S8 . sui !'!:”} 3 i*"“- 

If imported direct, and in whole Cargoes: 

Bohea and low Congo,^ $th of a 
7 guilders per 100 N. > penny per 


Other sorts, 12 guild- \ lj^th of a 


era. 


J penny. 


Bohea and low Congo,\^ th of a 
. !.)^ b . Per 


Imported direct , in whole Cargoes : 
As before. 


/ If imported indirect, in broken Cargoes . 
Bohea and low Congo,"* o l 

All other sorts, 511.< a 
guilders .. . jM th P en ceJ 


N.B* — The different sized packages of tea have all been brought to quarter-chests in the above 
Table. The £ chest taken at 66 Eng. lbs. net, makes the average annual import, 2,700,000 lbs. 
The average consumption is estimated at 2,600,000 lbs. 

Rotterdam, the 8th March 1830. 
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THE NETHERLANDS. 


23 


H. 


IMPORTATIONS. 


PRICES 
( Duty paid), 

Taken about the middle of each Year. 


By Foreign Vessels. 


In Dutch Money, 
Per | Netherland lb. 


No difference 


Black, 11 to 51 stivers, per 
N.lb. ~ > 

(low Bohea to fine Souchong) J 

Green, 23 to 75 stivers.T 

(common Skin to fine Hyson) J 

Black, 10 to 50 stivers. 

Green, 16 to 56 —- . 


No difference 


Bohea and lowY Ifths 
Congo, IS guilders > penny per 
per 100 N. Ihs.... J Eng* lb. 

All other sorts, 7 g pence. 
34 guilders ...... 3 1 


If direct , in whole Cargoes: 
Bohea and low) Ifths 
Congo, 18 guilders, j penny. 

Indirect , and in broken Cargoes: 

Bohea and lowi^. 

Congo, 27 guilders j 2 P 
All other sorts, \ 4fth 
51 guilders.j pence. 


Black, 10 to 42 
Green, 17 to 54 

Black, 10 to 40 
Green, 16 to 42 

Black, 16 to 48 
Green, 22 to 56 
Black, 15 to 42 
Green, 25 to 51 
Black, 16 to 45 
Green, 27 to 50 
Black, 16 to 55 
Green, 28 to 50 
Black, .10 to 45 
Green, 19 to 46 

Black, 10 to 40 
Green, 18 to 48 

Black, 9 to 45 
Green, 15 to 42 

Black, 10 to 48 
Green, 17 to 50 


In English Money, 
Per English lb. 


s. d . 5. d* 

Black, 0 10 to 3 10 

Green, 19 to 5 7f 

Black, 0 9 to 3 9 

Green, 1 2% to 4 2| 

Black, 0 9 to 3 2 

Green, 1 3 to 4 0 

Black, 0 9 to 3 O 

Green, 1 2\ to 3 2 


Black, 1 
Green, 1 
Black, 1 
Green, 1 
Black, 1 
Green, 1 
Black, 1 
Green, 2 
Black. 0 
Green, 1 


to 3 

8 to 4 
1 \ to 3 

10^ to 3 
2\ to 3 
11 to 3 
24 to 4 
1 to 3 

9 to 3 
5 to 3 


H 

2 

10 

? 

14 

9 

H 


Black, 0 9 to 3 0 

Green, 1 4 to 3 7 

Black, 0 8 to 3 

Green, 1 1J to 3 2 

Black, 0 9 to 3 7 

Green, 1 3 to 3 9 


<SL 

March 1830. 

Master son, 

Esq. 


N.B .—From T \,th to ^th of a penny must be added to the foregoing specific duties on tea, 
for the general augmentation on the duties of all goods, which varies from year to year, and has 
fluctuated between 13 and 15 per cent. H. W. Mastjerson. 
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434. EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

3533a. What is the population of the Netherlands ?—Six millions; two 
millions for Holland, arid four millions for Belgium. 

3534a. Do the Belgians consume much tea?—Comparatively with tire 
Dutch, very little. 

3535a. Is any part of the tea brought into Holland exported ?—A portion 
is exported, but a very small one, as Hamburgh competes with Holland in 
the exportation to the interior of Germany. Some portion of tea goes from 
Holland even as far as Poland; it is supposed with the intention of smugging 
it into Russia. 

3536a. Does any of it find its way up the Rhine?—Yes, some green tea 
to Germany, and some black tea to Poland, for the purpose I have mentioned. 

3531a. Do the Dutch consume more black or more green tea?—The 
Dutch consume more black than green teas. Some provinces, Friesland for 
example, more green than black. Brabant, which is supplied from Holland, 
as it imports very little tea, takes chiefly green tea from Holland. Some 
very fine hyson and gunpowder tea is supposed to find a particular demand, 
at present, in Holland for Brabant, for the consumption of the numerous 
English settlers in Brussels and that quarter, who take the higher-priced 
teas. 

3538a. Has the consumption of teas in Holland been increasing since 1818? 
—It has been stationary; it is supposed to be about 2,400,000 pounds Dutch, 
about 2,700,000 pounds English. The consumption is supposed to be 
about 40,000 chests: the importation is about 41,000 chests. 

3539a. Can you describe the quality of the tea consumed in Holland ?— 
From my own knowledge, I will not take upon myself to speak of the 
quality of tea. I have brought with me samples of a cargo of tea which is 
now selling at Amsterdam, and which is considered by the trade in Holland 
as a good cargo, and may be considered a fair specimen of tea exported 
from China by foreigners; these samples are of tea which will have been 
sold on the 17 th instant. 

[The Witness produced the same.'] 

3540. Have you any means of knowing whether that is the same quality 
or inferior in quality to that which is consumed in England ?-—From my own 
knowledge I cannot pretend to speak; but I have a case in point, of a 
person in Holland having required some tea, about a year since, of a par¬ 
ticular quality, good souchong, which was not at that time to be obtained 
in Holland. He sent a sample of what he required to a merchant in Eng¬ 
land. I have the letter with me which he received in reply, and I will 
produce it; it is dated London, the 2d of May 1829 ,and it is as follows : 
—“ My broker has just tasted the sample of tea referred to in yours of 
the 18th ultimo, and pronounces it superior to any we have here at the 
present moment. Some equal to it may arrive by the ships daily expected, 
and if so he will report to me, and it shall be communicated to you, and for 

that 
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that purpose the remainder of your sample will be retained: it woukLbe 28 March 1830. 
worth here, I mean as a legal importation, 45. 2d. to 45. 4 d. per lb/ The Muotenan 

grocer’s shop price for that tea in Rotterdam was 42 stivers, duty of Si L ■ 
stivers paid, or at the rate of 2s. 10i d. per English pound, duty off. 

S541a. Was there much of that tea, a sample of which was sent to this 
country, in Holland ?—There was none of it. I presume that the person in 
question had five or six quarter-chests of it, a portion of a parcel he had 
bought from the cargo of the American ship Washington. 

3542a. Was it select tea ?—I know nothing of it further than that he had 
bought some of the tea, and wanted some more. 

3543a. Do you happen to know whether it arose from the teas in Eng¬ 
land being two years old that the dealer of Rotterdam could not obtain tea 
of a similar quality to the sample he sent over?—I never heard any detail 
further than this letter exhibits, which he put into my hands at the time. 

3544a. Do you mean to state, that it is the course of trade for merchants 
in Holland to send for tea to England in that way ?—No, it is quite an un¬ 
common thing ; I never heard of such a thing before. It was the grocer s 
own idea that he could get the tea he wanted in that way. 

3545a. Do you mean to say 4$. 4 d. is the average price of souchong at 
the Company’s sales?—No, it was a particularly good quality. The letter 
states that there was no quality so good here at the time, but that the 
price would be 45.4d. for that quality, the price of which was 42 stivers in 
Holland. 

3546a. Is not the souchong a black tea ?—It is. 

3547a. Is 'that of the highest quality ?—It is not the highest priced in 
Holland : we have souchong in Holland as high as 56 stivers, but there was 
none of that particular description in the market. 

3548a. Can you give the Committee any idea of the relative prices of tea 
in England and Holland ?—I can give no better idea of the relative piices 
than by this instance ; the prices in the table I have delivered in show that 
tea has been very stationary in value ; there has been very little fluctuation 
for ten years; 8 d. has been the lowest price, and 10 d. the highest, foi the 
lowest quality of bohea; this is the wholesale price, duty paid. 

3549a. Have you any account of all the descriptions of teas ? To make 
up the table I have delivered in I have taken three descriptions of black 
tea, bohea, Congo, and souchong, and two descriptions ot green, hyson-skin 
and hyson. The prices have varied during twelve years, for black tea, from 
bohea to the best souchong, as follows ; the lowest rates have beenf rom 8 d. 
to 35. 4 \d., and the highest from 10 d. to 45. 1 \d. 

3550a. Then the fluctuation has been for the lowest quality from 8d. to 
10c?., and for the best quality from 35. to 45. lid. ?-—A es, that has been 
the greatest fluctuation in twelve years. The lowest price, I find, of hyson 
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March 1830. skin is Is. 8 d. duty paid, and the highest price for that lowest quality of 
green seems to be 2s. Id., and the highest for the best quality 5s. 7 }d. 

3551a. Is the bohea the lowest description of tea ?—It is. 

3552a. Is the best of the bohea equal to any description of congo, or not ? 
—No, I am not aware that it is. 

3553a. The congo is the next quality, is any of that equal to souchong ? 
—No ; at least the prices indicate so. 

3554«. Can you state the price of tea sold retail in Holland, and com¬ 
pare that with the price of tea sold wholesale ?—The retail prices, as com. 
pared with the wholesale prices in Holland, show a very great difference in 
the low qualities, but in the higher qualities the retail prices differ but little 
from the wholesale prices. In the lower qualities, of course, the shopkeeper, 
whose profits are very great, is obliged to allow of its being apparent that 
he is making 50 per cent, profit, because he can mix no tea of' an inferior 
price with that which is of the lowest quality; but in the higher price of 
tea, he invariably sells at nearly the prices which he buys at wholesale, 
because he mixes inferior teas with those superior qualities, and because 
he has a considerable profit in the allowance of draft and tare upon the 
purchase of them; but bohea tea, of which the prices are at 8 d. and 
lOd. wholesale, is about 16 stivers a pound retail. Is. °2\d. per English 
pound. 

3 555a. Have you any information with respect to the proportion which 
the retail price in Holland bears to the wholesale price in England ?-—The 
letter I have produced states 42 stivers to be the retail price in Holland of 
tea, which was stated to be worth 50d. English wholesale. Now, the differ¬ 
ence between 50cl. per pound, the English wholesale price, and 42 stivers, 
the Dutch retail price, is equal to 32 per cent. 

3556a. Does either of the prices you have stated include the duty ?—-I 
have left out the amount of duty in both cases ; the retail dealer’s profits are 
included in the Dutch price. 

35570 . Are the prices you have named as existing at Rotterdam the 
wholesale prices, including the profit of the retail dealer ?—For a single 
quarter-chest. 

35580. And the prices in this country are the wholesale prices as they 
exist at the India-House for large quantities ?—For a lot, I presume. l am 
not aware of the previous correspondence that passed between the parties in 
this case; bqt 'a few chests only could have been wanted. 

3559a. You have stated the duty to be from five-eighths of a penny to 4 d. 
and five-eighths; and in the wholesale price you have given of the different 
qualities of tea, you have reckoned the duty paid:, can you state what 
difference it would have made if you had taken off the duty in those different 
cases ?—It is matter of calculation, and could be easily ascertained, as it 
depends upon the quality of the several sorts of tea. 
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3560a. Are the Committee to understand, that in calculating the price, 23 
including the duty, you are to deduct five-eighths of a penny from the lowest 
quality, and 4 d. and five-eighths from the highest ?—You may take it as a "• 
o-eneral rule to deduct 4c?. and five-eighths from the highest quality without 
exception ; but the duties upon the lower depend upon the nature of the 
importation, whether by Dutch or foreign vessels. 

3561a. Canyon describe the character and constitution of the trading 
company in Holland?—The company was established in 1824, for trade to 
all parts of the world, with a view to promote the trade of the country gene¬ 
rally, and Netherland manufactures particularly. The capital originally 
amounted to 87,000,000 guilders, that is about £3,000,000 sterling; it has 
been reduced to 27 , 000,000 guilders. 

3562a. Has that reduction been occasioned by losses in trade ?—I believe 
it has been reduced by losses considerably more than that; but they have 
reduced their nominal capital to that extent, by buying up some of their 
bonds in the market. 

3563a. Do they trade very extensively ?—They commenced trading to all 
parts of the world; but they have found it unprofitable in most branches, 
and they have restricted themselves to a few at present. 

3564a. Has their trade in tea been a losing or a gainful concern?—It has 
been a favourite object, particularly with the King of the Netherlands, that 
the Dutch should import teas themselves under the Dutch flag, and with 
that view they have persevered in the trade. Since 1825 they have imported 
about 100,000 quarter-chests, and they are understood to have lost about 
25 tonnes of guilders by it; that is, about £200,000 in the tea-trade. 

3565a. How much per cent, is that upon the capital employed ?—To 
answer that it would be necessary to ascertain what the 100,000 chests cost. 
Suppose we took it at 30 stivers per pound upon the average, it would bring 
the value to £800,000, and the loss would be about 25 per cent, upon the 
trade with China. In this year (1830) they send no ships to China; and it 
is generally understood in Holland that they will be guided in doing so 
again or not, by the decision which England may come to with respect to 
English merchants being permitted to interfere in the trade to Holland in 
tea. In the event of their being so permitted, it is said the company will 
not persist in it. 

3566a. Supposing the tea-trade to be thrown open to English merchants, 
do you imagine that the Dutch company will continue the trade or not?— 

It is reported by persons who state that they have it from the Directors 
themselves, that the company are induced to lie by this year, to see what is 
the result of the present inquiry here; that they have struggled to great 
disadvantage against the Americans, but that in the event of British mer¬ 
chants being enabled to enter on the trade, they will give up all hopes of 
continuing it. 

3567a. Is 
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3567a. Is it understood what are the grounds on which that disadvantages 
exists of carrying on the trade in Holland ?—It is understood in Holland to 
be caused by their having nothing of any value to export to China. 

3.568a. Is it conceived then, that the result of an open trade between 
England and China would be to lower the price of teas in Europe?—It is 
no doubt the opinion in Holland, that as the company cannot compete with 
the Americans, who have a free trade, they would be still less able to do so 
with the English, who probably, for the sake of merely obtaining remittances 
for their exports from Hindoostan to China, if not for their exportations, 
manufacturers from England would be able considerably to undersell the 
Americans. The Dutch, as well as the merchants of other nations, have 
latterly given up the hope of importing teas or colonial produce to any 
profit upon the cost prices, and are aware that they can merely import to 
advantage as remittances for exports. 

3569 a. Is not the Dutch Company limited in its, exportations to the 
manufactures of Belgium ?—They have exported from Holland very little 
latterly to China, and hardly any Netherland manufactures; they have even 
sent rice to China from Java. With the permission of the Committee, I will 
read an extract from a discourse of M. Schimmelpennick, the president of 
the Dutch Trading Company. In addressing the Commissioners in June 
1828, he says: “ Le result&t de nos expeditions pour Canton en 1826, qui ont 
et<$ realisees en parti durant le cours de l’ann6e 1827, vous sera detail^ dans 
les pieces jointes au bilan. Vous y observerez, Messieurs, que, quoique ces 
dernieres expeditions se soient lisees avec beaucoup moins de perte que les 
precedentes, ce commerce, si particuli^rement enjoint a la direction, lui a de 
nouveau coute des sacrifices trop grands pour, qu’a la longue, elle puisse se 
trollver autoris^e a y exposer la society.’’ 

3570 a. Are not the Dutch Company obliged to export Belgian manufac¬ 
tures?—It has been proposed to them,'as I understand, to follow the Ame¬ 
rican plan, and to export English manufactures; but they are not able, by the 
constitution of their establishment, to do so ; they are restricted to their own 
manufactures. 

3571 a. Supposing they were allowed to export British manufactures to 
China, do you not conceive that they might carry on the China trade with 
a greater prospect of advantage than they can do now, being restricted to the 
export of Belgian manufactures ?—There seems to be no doubt of it, since 
the Americans carry on the trade; and it is understood in Holland that the 
Americans are only enabled to bring tea to Holland at present prices, by the 
manufactures they import to China. The Dutch are aware that the English, 
of course, could export their own manufactures to as great advantage as the 
Americans; but they suppose, also, that many of the English East-India 
houses have great funds always lying at Canton, for which they are anxious 
to find remittances, and are heedless whether the goods they invest them in 
sell for cost-price or not, so long as they get a good return of the profits 

already 
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already realized by their Indian trade to China, which the funds lying there 
represent; upon which principle trade, in all colonial produce, has been 
carrying on for a considerable time. 

3572a. Would the English merchants have a considerable advantage in 
carrying on that trade, inasmuch as it is England which produces the article 
most derequisition in the China market?—It is understood so in Holland; 
and that they have that further advantage in the exports of raw cotton and 
other goods that go to China from Hindoostan. 

3573a. Are the Dutch Trading Company prohibited from sending manu¬ 
factures of other countries besides England?—-They are; the society was 
established for the encouragement of Dutch trade and manufactures. 

3574 a. Supposing the trade between England and China to be thrown 
open, are you not of opinion that a considerable proportion of the whole 
tea trade of the world would centre in England ?—My own opinion, and 
the opinion of most people in Holland is, that if the Dutch government 
were not excited by any particular jealousy of England, that is, if they 
allowed the English to remain upon the same footing as the Americans now 
are, that both the Americans and the Dutch would cease to supply Holland 
with tea, and the whole supply of Holland, whatever that is, would be fur¬ 
nished by British merchants. 

3575 a. Should you not say that the chief supply of the Continent of 
Europe would go through this country ?—I should suppose so. 

3576 a. Do you know whether it is probable that any portion of the tea 
consumed in the United States of America would, under those circumstances, 
be first sent to this country ?—I should not wish to give an opinion upon 
that. I have no sufficient information upon that subject. 

3577a. Are there any private merchants carrying on the tea trade in Hol¬ 
land at this moment ?—The history of the tea trade in Holland since the 
expulsion of the French in 1814 is as follows. In 1815 a monopoly of the 
trade was granted to a Dutch company, “ to prevent,” as the preamble of the 
royal decree stated, “ the trade falling into the hands of foreigners.” In 
18 17 that company was dissolved. In 1818, when the table I have given in 
commences, the Americans took the lead in the trade. In 1822 an altera¬ 
tion in the duty was made, to favour the importation by national vessels. In 
1825 the Trading Company entered on it; and in 1826 Dutch importations 
again became considerable, but were still unprofitable, and were again aban¬ 
doned by private Dutch merchants, but have been continued by the Com¬ 
pany till now, when the Dutch altogether have abandoned it. 

357 Sa, Are you aware of a large quantity of tea being purchased at the 
East-India House in London, and exported to Holland in the year 1814 ? - 
I have no knowledge of it. I was not in Holland at that time; 1 went there 
first in 1815. 

3579 a. Do not the Dutch Company at the present moment pay very 

large 
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large freights ?—The last freights of the Dutch Company were 310 guilders 
per last of 21 quarter-chests, and 15 per cent, primage ; that would amount, 
at 66 English pounds per quarter-chest, to about 5d. per pound English, but 
it is subject to the deduction of any outward freights they can make for the 
ships. 

3580. Can you state what is the expense of navigating their ships, as com¬ 
pared with ours ?—-I have no means at hand of establishing an accurate com¬ 
parison. 

358 la. Supposing the Dutch Company to carry on that trade, and not to 
have manufactures that they can export, would not almost the whole ot the 
freight fall upon the tea ?—Clearly. 

3582a. In the case of a trade carried on by private individuals, is it or not 
the fact, that at the present moment a great portion ot the freight upon an 
article imported, such as tea, would fall upon the manufactured goods which 
were exported from the country into which the tea was to be imported ?— 
Undoubtedly the manufactured and exported article must yield profits suffi¬ 
ciently large to pay the freight charges, and the difference between the cost 
price and the selling price of the article, which appears to be the case by the 
American trade. 

3583a. So that the tea imported under those circumstances would only be 
a means of remittance ?—A means of realizing the profit to be made upon 
exports, which is the case at present, and has been the case for some time 
past, with coffee and almost every other imported article. 

3584a. How many months consumption of tea is there commonly in Hol¬ 
land?—-Never more than a year's. At this moment we have probably of 
stocks openly known, three-quarters of a year’s consumption ; but there are 
many private speculators who hold old teas, which may complete the stock 
to a year’s consumption. The Americans never hold stocks. There is not 
1,500 quarter-chests of American tea in Holland. 

3585a. Is not the fresh tea better than that which has been kept for some 
time?—So much so, that the American cargoes that come indirectly from 
America, are on that account not of so current sale as those imported direct 
from China. 

3586a. Have you ever heard of any tea grown in the Brazils being sold in 
the Dutch market ?—I never heard of any being sold in the Dutch market; 
but I have had it reported to me by a broker, that he had seen black tea 
o-rown in the Brazils, which was equal in flavour to any that came from 
China. The tea-taster of the Dutch Trading Company at Canton was em¬ 
ployed toexamine the tea attempted to be cultivated in Java, and he found 
it to be worthless, and the gardens were rooted up ; but the broker alluded to 
reported to me, that the sample sent to him of the tea growing in the Brazils 
was excellent, and he wished through me to get information relative to the 

further 
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further cultivation ofthis tea, but I have had no means of informing myself 23 March 1830 
further on the subject. 

8.5S7«. Is not it cultivated by Chinese in both places ?—I presume it is. 

3588a. Do you know whether it is cultivated to any large extent in the 
Brazils ?—I do not know. 

3589a. Have you ever seen any of the tea brought to Russia?—The house 
I belono* to was induced to order samples of tea from Moscow, a twelvemonth 
ago, with a view of seeing whether it would answer in Holland; but the teas 
which were sent from Moscow appeared to be of a different growth, and dif¬ 
ferent quality entirely from the teas we are used to in this part of the world, 
and were not at all suited to the Dutch taste. 

3590a. Do you know what part of China it Game from ?—No ; but I 
should presume, from the geographical position of Russia, that it came from 
the opposite extremity of the Chinese empire to that from which we obtain 
our supply. We obtained from a correspondent at Moscow the samples in 
question, and the tea was very fine to look at, but it had a totally different 
taste to what we are used to. 

3591a. Do you conceive that that tea is suited to the European consump¬ 
tion ?_It wouid not do for us at all in Holland, and certainly our tea is much 

the same as yours. 

3592a. Does not the difficulty in supplying an outward cargo from Holland 
materially enhance the price of importation ?—Certainly. 

3593a. Would not the economy arising from the existence of a facility in 
supplying an outward cargo reduce, in an extraordinary degree, the expense 
of importing tea ?—Certainly. 

3594a. Are dollars easily procurable in Holland?-~-Without difficulty} 
but generally from England. When we have had occasion to send out dodais 
we have procured them from England. 

3595a. In what proportion do dollars supply the means of importation for 
tea ?—The greater part, when the trade was in the hands of private mer¬ 
chants ; as to the Company, I cannot say. 

3596a. Are you able to form a comparison between the rate oi Dutch fi eight 
and the rate of American freight ?—I am not able to speak of it from my 
own knowledge, but I believe it to be much lower than the Dutch} the ge¬ 
neral impression is, that it is much lower. 

3597a. What sized ships do the Dutch employ generally ?—Generally 
vessels from 400 to 500 tons. 

3598a. Are they, in your estimation, preferable to the largest class of ves¬ 
sels of 1200 tons, used by this country ?—I cannot say, from my own know¬ 
ledge ; but the Dutch use the smaller vessels because the larger are not suited 

to their rivers. ^ 

3599a. What 
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3599a. What crew would a 400-ton Dutch vessel be manned by ?—Twenty 
or twenty-two. 

3600a. Do you know the rate of insurance out and home?—It is prin¬ 
cipally done here. I believe it has been rather high, the Dutch India-men 
having had a bad character ; the English underwriters have suffered by them. 

3601a. Do you know what the rate of insurance has been ?—Six guineas, 
I believe. 

3602a. Are they armed vessels ?—No. 

3603a. How do you account for the diminution that has taken place in the 
importation into the Netherlands since 1818, as it appears that in the year 
1818 it was about 90,000 quarter-chests, and the importation then was con¬ 
siderably larger than it has been subsequently ?—If they had gone on im¬ 
porting at that rate, of 9^,000 chests in a year, it is evident that they should 
have had too great a stock. The import on the whole has been so as to 
leave, on an average of the last twelve years, not more than a single year’s 
stock ; but if it had been going on at the high rate at which it was in 1818, 
when the Americans imported 53,000 quarter-chests, we should have had 
much too large a supply. 

3604a. Does the Dutch Trading Company possess exclusive privileges ?— 
The principle upon which it originally went was that of possessing exclusive 
privileges. The establishment of a company of that kind would have been 
offensive to people whose predilections, the result of ancient habits, were all 
in favour of a free trade. 

3605a. Do not they receive some tea from this country in Holland ?—I am 
not aware of it. 

3606a. Are you aware whether there is any smuggling of tea from Hol¬ 
land to this country ?—I should think not; for this reason: I presume 
that the measures taken on this side are too effective to admit of it; and we 
observe on our side, that the smuggling towns of Terveer and Flushing are 
going to decay, and that smuggling to England in all articles seems to be 
falling off. 

3607a. Can you state whether the stock of the Dutch Company was at 
any time at a premium ?—It was, soon after its establishment, at 105. It 
opened at 100; and it has been down to 79 at the lowest. It is now about 94£. 

3608a. Is it conceived amongst the merchants in Holland, that a company 
so established, is the best means by which trade can be carried on ?—The 
establishment of the company altogether is offensive almost to the whole of 
the people in Holland. They were led to suppose that their manufactures 
would flourish with the support of that company ; but it does not appear 
that the company have been able to force their manufactures into use 
abroad ; and they have lost a very considerable sum, the amount of which 
remains yet to be known. The dividend or interest does not afford any 
criterion of it: that has been always the same, and it is guaranteed by the 
King. 


3609a. Are 
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3C09«. Are you aware whether the operations of that company have inter- 23 March 1830 
fered with the regular trade of Holland ?—It is considered nearly to have 
ruined the trade in almost every branch it has meddled with. 

3610 «. Do you consider that the operations of such a company are, upon 
general principles, exceedingly injurious to the conduct of mercantile trans¬ 
actions ?—It is the opinion of the merchants of Holland, generally, that the 
dissolution of the company would be one of the greatest benefits they could 
receive ; and as the company is daily suffering great losses, hopes are enter¬ 
tained, even by those who are shareholders, that it will not be continued 
until the expiration of the term originally fixed for its existence, but that it 
will be dissolved earlier. 

36lla. Do you know what sum the government pays to make up the 
deficit ?—I have never heard it mentioned, and 1 believe it is not known. I 
do not believe there are any means of ascertaining it. The King has guaran¬ 
teed that 4^ per cent, shall* be paid, and the shareholders are secure of that 
annuity ; but at the end of the term for which the Company is established, 
it is feared that the losses will have absorbed the whole capital. 

3612 ( 2 . How old is that guarantee?—The original guarantee was given in 
1824, and it has been faithfully fulfilled; but privileges are given to the 
company which were never anticipated in the first instance. The govern¬ 
ment, naturally, to reduce this outlay of interest, gives advantages to the 
company. 

36l3«. Is not the deficit made good out of the King’s own private funds? 

—Iiis Majesty guarantees it; where the money comes from I have not the 
meansof knowing. 

3614 ( 7 . Does it appear in the budget in Holland ?—No. 

36 l 5 n. Does any apprehension exist that the government will be tired of 
making up this deficit ?—Great hopes of it are entertained ; it has been the 
only hope that the general trade has entertained for a long time. 

S 6 l 6 a. For how many years is the guarantee ?—For the whole term, I be¬ 
lieve, twenty-four or twenty-five years. 

3617 «. Is not the King a large shareholder in the company ?—Fie is. 

3618 ( 2 . Have this company any territorial revenue to back them?— 

Nothing of that kind. They were to be merely upon the footing of ordinary 
merchants; but they have had great advantages given to them : the govern¬ 
ment coffee has been given to them at a fixed price, which price was, of 
course, intended to be very advantageous to them ; that is, the coffee which 
belongs to the government estates in Java. 

3619 u. Is there any monopoly in coffee r—There is coffee which is deliver¬ 
able only to the government officers, and instead of selling it themselves in 
the public market, they give it to the Company at a certain price. 

3620a. Is there any law or regulation in Holland to prevent private adven¬ 
turers sending ships to China and receiving back returns ?—Not any. 

3 L 
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3621a. Is it within your knowledge whether any such adventures have 
taken place?—Frequently, up to 1825: I think private merchants then 
abandoned the trade entirely. The house I have to do with imported a 
cargo in 1822. 

3622a. What was the general result of those private adventures ?—Loss. 

362 3a. To what extent ?—I cannot say. 

3624a. Was it 25 per cent. ?—Judging by the other results alluded to, I 
should suppose it might be. Our own loss was not any thing like that; it 
was not an original adventure to China, but the supercargo took the ship 
there. The teas turned out pretty well, but not so as to induce us to go out 
again. 

3625a. Can you inform the Committee whether such trade of private 
adventurers has been profitable or otherwise ?—Certainly unprofitable. 

3626a. What are the exports to Java ?—Wine, Dutch claret, gin, See., but 
the quantities trifling. It is a misfortune that we have so little of our own 
goods to export, and if there were not troops to export, we should not be 
able to find any freight outwards; the only hope for the ship-owner is to get 
a hundred men as freight for a vessel to Java. 

3627a. Is there any regulation in Holland which would prevent the trade 
to China being carried on by private Dutch merchants in the same manner 
as it is now done by Americans ; that is to say, by sending their ships to a 
port of England, loading them with British manufactures, and carrying them 
on to China ?—There is none; private adventurers might do that, un¬ 
doubtedly. 

3628a. Can you state why this having been a profitable trade in the hands 
of the Americans, it might not continue to be so in the hands of the Dutch ? 
—It might undoubtedly be so, I should suppose. It is a singular spectacle 
to see the Americans do that which the Dutch have the same means of doing, 
if they had the same enterprize and ability for the trade. 

3629«. Do you not conceive that the Americans succeed in the trade from 
their being able to buy English manufactures for exportation to China, and 
that the Dutch fail, because they have not permission to do the same ?—I 
certainly conceive that the Americans succeed for that reason, when put into 
competition with the Dutch company, which cannot buy English manufac¬ 
tures ; but there is no reason why the Dutch private adventurers should not 
carry on a trade in the same way as the Americans, excepting the want of 
enterprize. 

3630a. Is not there much more energy in the American character than in 
the Dutch character?—I believe that is a fact which is historically recog¬ 
nized. 

3631 a. Whereas the Dutch used formerly to have a large share of the 
carrying trade of the world, is not it the fact at present that the trade has 

fallen 
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fallen into the hands of the English and the Americans ?—'The Dutch trade 23 March 1830. 

has fallen off altogether. „ r T7" 

b .. , H. W, Masterwi, 

8632a. Is it considered that the interference of the King of the Nether- Esq. 
lands as a private merchant is prejudicial to the commercial interests of the 
country ?—It is deprecated by the whole nation. 

3633a. Is it to bC understood, that the injury which has been done to the 
Dutch trade by the Dutch Trading Company has been in consequence of 
their great command of capital, or in consequence of their exclusive privi¬ 
leges? —From both ; from the government favouring them, giving them the 
preference of government freights and the preference of their contracts, and 
from their great command of capital, coming into the market with such large 
quantities of goods, with sales, for instance, of 100,000 bags of coffee at once, 
and telling the trade that there will be such sales at regular times, in autumn 
and in spring, so that the private merchants have little chance with the 
buyers in the mean time, and the company also trading at a loss to themselves. 

3634a. Do you conceive that regular sales of that description, of a very 
large amount of goods, are injurious to the trading concerns of the country 
in that particular article ?—It has interfered with the private trade of indivi¬ 
dual merchants in Holland. 

3635a. Does not such a system tend, at one period, to depress prices un¬ 
naturally, and at another time to raise them unnaturally ?—It prevents the 
holders of small quantities of property from making sales: buyers of course 
waiting till the larger quantities come into the market, there is an inactivity 
in the market till the larger sales come on. 

3636a. Has it a tendency to derange commercial speculation?—It has 
appeared so in Holland. 

3637a. Do the Dutch Company sell their teas by auction ?—They sell 
their teas by auction, and at fixed periods, as they do other goods, in spring 
and autumn; their spring sale is now taking place; they have put up two 
cargoes this Spring, 17,000 quarter-chests, three or four days ago. 

3638a. Does much remain unsold at those auctions?—Generally not; 
the company have a habit, however, of buying in. The general traders 
would prefer that, as they have fixed sales, they should sell outright all they 
put up : they think it is more injurious for them to sell a portion, and then 
keep back the rest. 

3639a. Is there any fixed rate of advance in the bidding at the auction ?— 

No. 

3640a. Do you conceive that the Netherlands would derive any advan¬ 
tage, if a complete monopoly of the supply of tea to that country were given 
to the Dutch Company?—They would have the prices considerably aug¬ 
mented ; it would be of advantage to the Company only. 

3641a. Would it be of advantage to the consumers in Holland ?—Cer- 

2L 2 tainly 
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tainly not. They get it cheaper from the competition of the Americans ; 
and they imagine that they would get it cheaper still from that of the English, 
on account of the funds which the English have lying at Canton, seeking 
remittance. 

3642a. What is the nature of the auction in Holland by which it is sold ? 
—The Trading Company sell in lots of twenty quarter-chests. 

3643.7. Is the bidding by the fall or by the rise ?—By the rise. The Trading 
Company have introduced new conditions of trade, which are not agreeable 
to private merchants. 

3644(7. Are they bound by law to put up their teas at the cost price ?— 
They are not bound to any thing of that nature. 

3645a. Have you had much means of communication with persons who 
have been to China?—Of course I have in Holland, with English and 
others. 

3646a. Have you ever heard them express any opinion as to the difficulty 
of transacting business in the port of Canton ?—I never heard of the Dutch 
meeting with any difficulty. The English whom I have seen, who were 
acquainted with Canton, have been gentlemen from Java chiefly, not trading 
to Canton particularly; but I never heard from the Dutch of their meeting 
with any difficulty. I am informed by the gentleman whose brother is the 
tea-taster to the Dutch Company, that at first they did not get such good 
teas as the Americans, but that they can now get equally good teas with the 
Americans. 

3647a. Have they any establishment at Canton now ?—They send their 
tea-taster there when they send their ships out, otherwise they take him 
back again to Java during the interval that the ships are away. 

3648a. Have they any consul or factory there ?—I am not informed. I 
should think not, since they take the individual mentioned back to Java 
each season. 

3649a. Do you know the average number of months that it takes to go 
from Holland to Canton ?—They generally reckon that the ships that go 
one year come back the next; that is, as they send no ships this year, that 
there will be no Dutch tea next year. 


Jovis , 25 ° die Murtii, 1830 . 

JOHN CRAWFURD, Esq, called in, and examined. 

3650a. You are residing here at present as agent to certain parties at 
Calcutta?—I was appointed agent to the inhabitants of Calcutta without 
solicitation : I am now fulfilling my duty as their parliamentary agent. 

3651. Is 
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S651fl. Is there a salary attached to it?—There is a very handsome one. 

3652a. To what amount ?—£1,500 a year, besides extra expenses, which 
I do not draw. I think the salary too much, and I have proposed to my 
constituents that it should be reduced. 

3653a. Had they previously had a parliamentary agent in this country r 
—They never held i I ani the first. 

3654a Is that appointment exclusive of the question now depending be- 
fore the House of Commons ?—It has no view to the mercantile pursuits of 
my constituents ; it is for political questions only. 

3655a Do you represent the residents of Calcutta for any thing that you 
think affects their interests?—I represent the inhabitants of Calcutta gene- 
rally, whether Europeans or natives* 

3656a. What number of inhabitants have authorized you to act as their 
agent?—The majority. 

3657a. Do you mean about 300,000 people?-When I say the majority 
of the inhabitants of Calcutta, I wish to be understood as having stated the 
majority of those who thought proper to express their opmions, having had an 
opportunity of doing so. With respect to having stated that it wa a > ma¬ 
jority of half a million of people, or any such number, I never thought ol 

saying so. 

3658a. Are the Committee to understand that you were appointed by a 
majority of the inhabitants of Calcutta, as agent tor them in any matters 
that might concern their political interests m India, and not as legarded the 
trade between England and China ?-I have no recollect,on wha ever of 
anv mention being made in my instructions, public or confidential, of the 
China question* but I have no doubt that the China question is a so em- 
braced in them, and I will state my reason for saying so. There has been 
sent to me a printed requisition to the sheriff of Calcutta, to which 1 think 
there are 116 signatures of persons of all parties, requesting that a meeting 
might be called for the purpose of petitioning both Honses rfM— 
to remove all restrictions from the India and China trade. 1 lie petitions, 
in all probability, will soon be sent to me, and I shall then act as the agent 
of the inhabitants of Calcutta, as far as regards the China trade as well as 

the Indian trade. . 

3659a. What is the date of that requisition ?—To the best of‘my recol¬ 
lection the 29th of November; the meeting is called for the 15th o De- 
cember. Of course, there can be no account of such a mcetin & yet, as the 
ship that brought this account had an unusually rapid passage. 

3660a. Were your instructions transmitted to you, or did you receive them 

at Calcutta ?—They were transmitted to me long after I left Calcutta. 1 
beg again, with great respect, to assure the Committee that I have no object 
whatever in concealment; I wish that every thing should be know u 

am concerned in. 366la. You 
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366li2. You have resided in different parts of the east ?—I resided in 
various parts of the east for about nineteen years. 

8662a. Will you state where ?—In the Upper Provinces of the Bengal 
Presidency for about five years, in Calcutta for a time, probably in all 
amounting to about one year; in Prince of Wales’ Island or Penang about 
three years, and in Java about six years. I went on a mission afterwards to 
Siam and Cochin China, which occupied something more than one year. I 
resided next as a resident of Sincapore about three years; and from thence 
I proceeded to the Burman country. I was appointed commissioner by the 
Governor-general in the Burman territory; I went afterwards as envoy from 
the Governor-general to the court of Ava j after which I returned to Cal¬ 
cutta, and eventually to Europe. 

3668a. Have not you visited some of the other islands ?—I visited some 
of the other islands, but never resided in them ; I visited the islands of Bali 
and Celebes. 

3664a. Have you ever been in China ?—I have not. 

3665a. Have you had much intercourse with the Chinese settlers in the 
countries adjacent ?—I have. 

3666a. Where were they residing ?—They reside in almost every country 
that is adjacent to China. 

3667a. Had you an opportunity of seeing them in those places ?—I had 
an opportunity of seeing them in Prince of Wales’ Island, Java, Sincapore, 
Siam, Cochin China, and a few in the Burman country during my mission 
to the court of Ava. 

3668a. Can you furnish the Committee with any history of the Chinese 
emigrants settled in the neighbourhood of China, and an account of the 
nature of their emigrations ?—I drew up a statement of that description, 
which I have here. 

3669a. What do you make the number of Chinese emigrants settled in 
the countries adjacent to China ?—The estimate is a very rough one of 
course, from the very nature of the subject. I make them between 700,000 
or 800,000. The greater number of them are settled in Siam and Cochin 
China, not in the islands. 

3670a. From your intercourse with those Chinese, do you conceive them 
to be an intelligent, active, and commercial people ?—Eminently so. They 
are a very industrious people in every way; they are a business-like people; 
their manners more resemble Europeans in that part of their character than 
they do those of Asiatic nations. 

3671a. In industry and intelligence do you conceive them to be superior 
to other Asiatic nations ?—For all useful and practical purposes X think they 
are. There are perhaps a few points in which they are inferior to one 
or two other Asiatic nations, but those points are of very little moment. 

3672. Have 
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3672a. Have you prepared a Statement for the information of the Com¬ 
mittee upon the subject of the Chinese emigrations ?—I have. 

3673a. Will you have the goodness to read it ? 

[The witness read the same, as follows :] 


« A VIEW of the EMIGRATIONS of the CHINESE to the various tries 

adjacent to China. 

« The emigrations of the Chinese take place from the same provinces which con¬ 
duct the foreign trade, viz. Canton, Fokein, Chekien, and Kiannan. Emigrations from 
the two latter, however, are not frequent, and seem to be confined to lonqum and 
the Philippine Islands. The emigrants direct their course to every country in the 
neighbourhood of China where there is any probability of finding employment and 
protection ; in some countries, however, they are excluded or restrained bom po i- 
tical motives, and in others, distance or want of room affords them no encouragement 
to settle. Like the European nations, they are excluded altogether from settling m 
Japan, on political grounds ; the government of Coclnn China also affords them no 
great encouragement, from the same reason, and the Dutch and Spanish govern¬ 
ments of Java and the Philippines have always looked upon tneni with a considerable 
share of suspicion. Distance, but above all, the existence of a dense and compara¬ 
tively industrious population, excludes them from the British dom.mons in Hindustan, 
where we find onlv a few shoemakers and other artisans, and these confined to the 
towns of Calcutta,'Madras, arid Bombay. A few, I understand, have lately proceeded 

to the Mauritius. ... . r 

Every emigrant who leaves China does so with the intention of letiunuig ■ 
although "comparatively few are able to accomplish this object. I be expense o 
emigration to the countries to which the Chinese usually resort amounts but to a 
mere trifle. The passage-money in a Chinese junk from Canton to Sincapore is but 
six Spanish dollars; and from Fokien but nine. Even these slender sums, however, 
are commonly paid from the fruits of the emigrant’s labour 011 Ins arrival, andI are 
seldom paid in advance. The emigrants, I think, are invariably of the labouring 
classes, and their whole equipment for the voyage, in ordinary eases, consists of 
little else than the coat on their backs, a bundle ot old clothes, and a dirty mat and 
pillow to sleep on. They no sooner land than their condition is prodigiously im¬ 
proved : they meet their countrymen, and probably their friends or lelatives; they 
find immediate employment in a congenial climate, and in countries where the 
wages of labour are perhaps three times as high as in China, and the necessaries of 

life perhaps by one-half cheaper. .... . 

‘‘The Chinese are not only intellectually, but physically, superior to the nations 
and tribes among whom they settle. A Chinese is at least two inches taller than a 
Siamese, and by three inches taller than a Cochin Chinese, a Malay, or a Javanese, 
and his frame is proportionally strong and well built. Their superiority in persona 
skill, dexterity, and ingenuity, are still greater. All this is evinced in a very 
satisfactory manner, by the simple criterion of the comparative rates of wages ot »e 
different classes of inhabitants or sojourners at any given place where they all meet. 
At Sincapore, for example, the wages of ordinary labour for the diflerent classes o 
labourers are as follow: a Chinese, eight dollars a month; a native ot the Coro¬ 
mandel coast, six dollars ; and a Malay, four; making the work of the Chinese y 
one-third better than that of the first, and by 100 per cent, better than that o e 
second. When skill and dexterity are implied, the difference is of course wjdei ; a 
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Chinese house-carpenter will earn twelve dollars a month, while an Indian will 
earn no more than seven, and a Malayan thatcher or wood-cutter (for among this 
class there are no carpenters), but five. 

The different classes of Chinese settlers not only live apart, and keep distinct 
from the settlers of other nations, but also from each other. There is a very wide 
difference between the character, habits, and manners of the Chinese settlers, 
according to the parts of China from which they proceed. The natives of Fokien 
have a claim to a higher tone of character than any of the rest. Among the emi¬ 
grants from the province of Canton there are three classes, viz. those from the town 
of Canton and its neighbourhood ; the natives of Macao and other islands in the 
river; and the natives of some mountainous districts of the same province. The 
first of these, besides being addicted to mercantile pursuits, are the best artisans, 
and are much disposed to enter into mining speculations. It is they who are chiefly 
engaged in working the silver-mines ofTonquin, the gold-mines of Borneo and the 
Malay peninsula, and the tin-mines of the latter country and of Banca. The Chinese 
of Macao and the other islands are held in very little repute among the rest of their 
countrymen ; but the third class, who are numerous, are the lowest in rank. Their 
most frequent employment is that of fishermen and mariners ; and it is from among 
their ranks that European shipping, when in want, have occasionally received 
hands to assist in their navigation. Of all the Chinese these are the most noisy and 
unruly. There is still another class of Chinese, the settlers in the Eurman dominions, 
who differ very remarkably from all that I have just enumerated. With the excep¬ 
tion of a small number of emigrants from the province of Canton, who find their 
way to Ava by sea, these are all from the province of Yunan, and in point of 
industry and intelligence seemed, as far as I could judge, much inferior to the 
colonists from Canton and Fokien. From all these, again, the mixed races are to 
be distinguished by their superior knowledge of the language, manners, and customs 
of the countries in which they reside, and by some inferiority in industry and enter- 
prize. It is from this class that European merchants are supplied with brokers, 
money-counters, &c., and they are seldom to be seen in the condition of day- 
labourers or artisans. The Chinese settlers, of whatever class, engage with much 
eagerness in agricultural employments; seldom, however, when they can avoid it, 
as mere day-labourers. They conduct almost exclusively the cultivation and manu¬ 
facture of the catechu or terra japonica in the Straits of Malacca, the pepper 
cultivation of Siam, and the culture of the cane and manufacture of sugar in Java, 
Siam, and the Philippines. Differing materially from each other in manners, habits, 
and almost always in language or dialect, and entertaining towards each other pro¬ 
vincial prejudices and antipathies, broils and quarrels, sometimes even attended 
with bloodshed, frequently break out among them. These are occasionally subjects 
of embarrassment in the European settlements, the authorities of which have never, 
I am persuaded, any thing to apprehend from their combination or resistance; and 
I may add, that of all the Asiatic settlers in our eastern settlements, the Chinese are 
the most obedient to the laws, and notwithstanding the superior amount of their 
property, and even of their numbers, afford the least employment to the courts of 
justice. The Chinese population settled in the various countries adjacent to China, 


may be roughly estimated as follows: 

The Philippine Islands ..... 15,000 

Borneo .. 120,000 

Java . 45,000 

The Dutch settlement of Rhio, Straits of Malacca. 18,000 

Sincapore .. 6,200 


Carried forward 204,200 
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. 40,000 

Mamyau ceuuibutii 

. 440,000 








Total. 734,700 


The population mentioned here is of a peculiar description, consisting, for the 
most part, of adult males, and of very few women or children, a circumstance 
easily explained. The laws of China, which prohibit emigration in general, are a 
dead letter as far as the men are concerned; but it is imperative in respect to 
women and children; or perhaps, more strictly, the manners and feelings of the 
people themselves prevent the latter from quitting the country. I have never seen 
or heard of a female amongst the emigrants, and never saw a Chinese woman, 
except at Huti, the capital of Cochin China, where two or three were pointed out 
to mo as objects of curiosity, who had been kiduapped and brought there when 
children. The emigrants, however, without scruple, form connexions with the 
females of the country, and the descendants of these repeatedly interrnairjing wit i 
Chinese, are in time not to be distinguished from the genuine Chinese, either in 
features or complexion. In all the countries where the Chinese have been long 
established, there exists a considerable creole population of this description, such 
as in Java, Siam, Cochin China, and the Philippines. But in countries where they 
have been only recently established, the disproportion ol the sexes is immense. 
Thus, out of the 6,200 Chinese inhabitants of Sineapore, the number of females is 
but 360, and even of these the greater part are Chinese only by name. 1 he extent 
of the annual emigrations from China may be judged of from the fact, that the 
number which arrived at Sineapore in 1825 amounted to above «3 5 oOOj and in Jt o 
upwards of 5,500. The annual number of emigrants which arrive in Siam was 
rated to me when I was in that country at 7,000. A single junk has been known 
to bring 1,200 passengers; indeed, I have myself seen one bring 000 to Sineapoie. 
The number who return to China is considerable, but very small indeed in compa¬ 
rison to the arrivals. Even of these the greater number come back again ; and 1 
have known men of property, who have visited China and returned with titles. 


3674a. Have you had that kind of communication and conversations 
with the Chinese, in any of the different parts where you have met them, as 
to be able to form any opinion how far the Chinese in their own country are 
to be considered a commercial people?—Upon that subject, nevei having 
been in China, I can offer no decided opinion ; but rny conviction is, that 
there is very little difference between them; and the emigrants I should, 
probably, upon the whole, be disposed to think would be found superior to 
those they left behind them, as. the most active spirits chiefly would go 
abroad. No man leaves China but an able-bodied man, and no man that has 
not a certain portion of spirit and enterprize will quit the country. 

3675a. Have you any means of furnishing the Committee with a view of 
the foreign trade of China carried on in junks?—I have also prepared a 
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statement upon that, subject. I beg to say, with respect to this and the 
other statement I gave in, that they are entirely the result of my own 
personal inquiry, chiefly derived front the Cllirtese themselves. I commu¬ 
nicated with them through the medium of the Malay language, which I 
understand tolerably well. I was in the habit of always employing a couple 
of interpreters when I was Resident at Siucapore, and when the Chinese 
commanders of vessels and others, not understanding the Malay language, 
called upon me, I transacted business with them generally through the . 
medium of these persons. Chinese who reside any time in the Malayan 
countries, commonly make themselves in some measure acquainted with the 
Malay language, and there is no great difficulty in communicating with these 
without the aid of an interpreter. 

3676a. Will you have the goodness to read the statement you have pre¬ 
pared on this subject? 

[The witness read the same, as follows :J 

“Native Foreign Trade of China. 

“The principal part of the junk trade is carried on by the four contiguous provinces 
of Canton, Fokien, Chekiang, and Kiannan. No foreign trade is permitted with 
the island of Formosa, and I have no means of describing the extent of the traffic 
which may be conducted between China, Corea, and the Lucliew Islands. The 
following are the countries with which China carries on a trade in junks, viz. 
Japan, the^Philippines, the Sooloo Islands, Celebes, the Moluccas, Borneo, Java, 
Sumatra, Singapore, Rhio, the east coast of the Malayan Peninsula, Siam, Cochin 
China, Cambodia, and Tonquin. The ports of China at which this trade is con¬ 
ducted are Canton, Tchao-tcheou,, Nomhong, Hoei-tcheon, Su-heng, Kongmoon, 
Changlim, and Hainan, in the province of Canton; Amoy and Chinchew, in the 
province of Fokien; Ningpo and Siang-hai, in the province of Tchekian; and 
Soutcheon, in the province of Kiannan. The following may be looked upon as an 
approximation to the number of junks carrying on trade with the different places 
already enumerated, viz. 


Japan, 10 junks, two voyages. 20 

Philippine Islands.„ 13 

Soo-loo Islands .. 4 

Celebes . 2 

Borneo... 13 

Java............ 7 

Sumatra . ]Q 

Sincapore .. 8 

Rhio..... 1 

East Coast of Malay Peninsula....................... 6 

Siam........,.:.... 89 

Cochin China .. 20 

Cambodia . 9 

Tonquin .. 20 

Total.. 222 


“ Tins 
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« This statement does not include a great number of small junks belonging to 
the island of Hainan, which carry on trade with Tonqmn, Coelmi China, Cambodia, 
C- m . UM 1 Sincapore. Those for Siam amount yearly to about fifty, and foi the 
Corbin Chinese dominions to about forty-three; these alone would bring the total 
of vessels carrying on a direct trade between China and foreign countries 

to 807 The trade with Japan is confined to the port of Ningpo, in Chekiang, and 
to OH/- I lie aw WJ.U l n; c ,..,Y,. u f, nm Nano-asak is a vova 
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which are famous for the production of raw silk, teas, and nankeens, is connnta io 
the Philippine Islands,* * Tonquin, Cochin China, Cambodia, and Siam, and none ol 


of 


n, also of considerable size; and those trading with the 1 hi ippines, 
ail forty-five, of which the average burden does not fall short of 17,000 tons. 

J am the more particular in describing this branch of the Chinese commerce, as we 
do not ourselves, at present, partake of it, and as we possess no direct means of ob- 
information in regard to it. All the junks carrying on this trade with Sum 
•ire owned in the latter country and not in China, and I am not sure how tar it 
may not also be so in the other cases. I do not doubt but that a sitndai commeitc 
•li i„ t p c event of a free trade, extend to Sincapore, and that through this chan 

rt’ZfSZXi'***** «•» of Kiam,a ”> *” d “ ,c ra "’ 0 

Chekiang. 

<« Besides the junks now described there is another numerous class, which may 
be denominated the colonial shipping of the Chinese. Wherever the Chinese me 
settled in any numbers, junks of this description are to be found, such as m Java, 
Sumatra, the Straits of Malacca, &c.; but the largest commerce of this desenp ion 
is conducted from the Cochin Chinese dominions, but especially from Siam, >vheic 
the number was estimated to W e at 200. Several junks of this description from the 
iSS^elUny to.Sincapore, of which the burden is not less than from 

300 to 400 tons. . , 

« The iunks which trade between China and the adjacent countries are some oi 
them owned and built in China, but a considerable number also in the attei coiin- 
tries, particularly in Siam and Cochin China. Of those carrying on the Sianve.e 

trade,indeed, no less than eighty-one out of the ; SaUi3'Xw- 

were represented to me as being built and owned m S am. 1 he small junks, how 
ever, carrying on the trade of Hainan, are all built and owned in China. 

“ The junks, whether colonial or trading direct with China, vary,»« burden *j ron * 
2 000 peculs to J 5,000, or carry of dead weight from about I -0 to 900 tons. Of those 
of the fast size-1 have only seen three or four, and these were at Siam, and the same 
which were commonly employed in carrying a mission and tribute(yearly from biam 
to Canton. Of the whole of the large class of junks, I should think the average 
burthen will not be overrated at 300 tons each, which w'omd make the total ton¬ 
nage employed in the native foreign trade of China between 60,000 and /0,000 tons, 
exclusive of the small junks of Hainan, which, estimated at 150 tons each, would 
make in all about 80,000 tons. C( r jpj ie 


* Note .—The provinces once conducted a trade amongst the Sooloo Islands and Borneo 

’roper, but owing to the anarchy which has of late years prevailed in these countries, it seems 


> be at present abandoned. 
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25 March 1830. « The junks built in China are usually constructed of fir and other inferior woods. 

- When they arrive in Cambodia, Siam, and the Malayan Islands, they commonly 

John Crawford, furnish themselves with masts, rudders, and wooden anchors, of the superior timber 
Esq. of these countries. The junks built in Siam are a superior class of vessels, the 

planks and upper works being invariably of teak. The cost of ship-building is 
highest at the port of Amoy in Fokien, and lowest in Siam. At these places, and at 
Chang-lim in Canton, the cost of a junk of 8,000 peculs, or 4/6 tons burthen, was 
stated to me, by several commanders of junks, to be as follows : 


Dollars. 

At Siam *. 7*400 

Chang-lim. 16,000 

Amoy........ 21,000 


li A junk of the size just named has commonly a crew of ninety hands, consisting 
of the following officers, besides the crew; a commander, a pilot, an accountant, a 
captain of the helm, a captain of the anchor, and a captain of the hold. The com¬ 
mander receives no pay, but has the advantage of the cabin accommodation for 
passengers, reckoned, on the voyage between Canton and Sincapore, worth 150 
Spanish dollars. He is also the' agent of the owners, and receives a commission, 
commonly of 10 per cent, on the profits of such share of the adventure, generally a 
considerable one, in which they are concerned. The pilot receives for the voyage 
200 dollars of wages, and 50 peculs of freight out and home. The helmsman has 
15 peculs of freight, and no wages. The captains of the anchor and the hold have 
9 peculs of freight each ; and the seamen 7 peculs each. None of these have any 
wages. The officers and seamen of the colonial junks are differently rewarded. In 
a Siamese junk, for example, trading between the Siamese capital and Sincapore, of 
6,000 peculs burthen, the commander and pilot had each 100 dollars for the voyage, 
with 12 peculs of freight a-piece. The accountant and helmsman had half of this 
allowance, and each seaman had 13 dollars, with 5 peculs of freight. 

“ The construction and outfit of a Chinese junk are too well known to require 
description. They are clumsy and awkward in the extreme. The Chinese are quite 
unacquainted with navigation, saving the knowledge of the compass; notwith- 
standtng J this, as their pilots are expert, as their voyages are short, and as they 
hardly ever sail except at the height of the monsoons, when a fair and steady seven 
or eight knot breeze carries them directly from port to port, the sea-risk is very 
small. During thirteen years acquaintance with this branch of trade, I can 
recollect hearing of but four shipwrecks; and in all these instances the crews were 
saved. 

“ The construction and rigging of a Chinese junk may be looked upon as her 
proper registry, and they are a very effectual one ; for the least deviation from them 
would subject her at once to foreign charges and to foreign duties, and to all kinds 
of suspicion. The colonial junks, which are of more commodious form and outfit, 
would, if visiting China, be subjected to the same duties as foreign vessels. Junks 
built in Siam, or any other adjacent country, if constructed and fitted out after the 
customary model, are admitted to trade to China upon the same terms as those built 
and owned in the country. If any part of the crew consist of Siamese, Cochin Chi¬ 
nese, or other foreigners, the latter are admitted only at the port of Canton ; and if 
found in any other part of China would be seized and taken up by the police, ex¬ 
actly in the same manner as if they were Europeans, The native trade of China, 
conducted with foreign countries, is not a clandestine commerce, unacknowledged 
by the Chinese laws, but has in every case at least the express sanction of the vice¬ 
roy 
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. ihr nrovince who on petition decides the number of junks that 3<> Match W3». 
SSS » in j, mui even—arte £$ «- .Si** 

J&2? 3?KTSStf*■«. ~ »*• 

Chinese^^e^aid^upo” 0 ]gotu^etqtorted ainl^hn pentad! 
cumshaw or present; d " t ' e ®’ 1 . different provinces. They are highest at Amoy, 

which seem, however, to differ " Chinese traders of Siam informed me that 

and lowest m the island of Haman. i he cmne e restrictions, in the 


terity 

'coSmsUtuieoVchinafe nearly treeaim „r Cochin 
chant takes advantage of this, ant • * » . . . f Hainan, atnl thus avoids the 

Ghina, for example, £,?Sl five days off and on at 

payment of duties, vvnen sue > b h , be tna d e with the custom-house ofti- 

the mouth of the poit, l ' n ,l a usu , th f .. e)(1 ont suc h cases is to proceed to 
cers for the reduction of customary perquisites. I 

another port, and thus depi i [ . , Chinese merchants of Cochin China, 

persons I had of Sinks eXylng''on trade with foreign ports to the 

trade, viz .that a gw«l ma»y J on voy!lg es to the northward in the same season. 

. westward of China, often pi ocet > => considerable pinks, besides a great 

In this manner they sta c 1 .. r n ronton to Souchon, one ot the capitals 

many small ones, proceeded annually > horn Canton to h soW about 

of Kiannan, and in wealth and <»mmCTCe. t iivtiot CMt on wne y An0 _ 
200 chests of opium at an advance of 50 pel cent, beyond .the £ P annuaUy> fe 

ther place where the Canton jun ks, t i u . f p ec helv, or Yellow Sea, 

Cbinchew, in the province of Stanton, within the gulph ot i echely, 

and as tar north as the 37th degree of latitude. 


s(577a. Do you mean to state, in a passage of th SP? P 1; 
read/that theWse emigrants carry on the trade from ^POte^o 

be allowed to trade freely with any port ot China, in the same way as jun 
built and manned in China itself, 

3678 a. Then is it to be understood that the objection of the Chinese to 
foreign ships is rather to their form than to any thing e se r 

3679a. And the nationality of the sailors ?—Yes. 


3680a. Can 
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8680a. Can you furnish the Committee with the rates of freight paid for 
goods, between port and port in China, or between ports of China and the 
islands to the eastward, during any number of years?—I can furnish the 
rate of freights paid upon some of the principal articles; it is a specific 
freight upon particular commodities ; so much for raw silk, so much for 
earthenware, so much for tea. To the best of my recollection the charge 
upon tea and upon the coarser earthenware is the same. 

3681a. Supposing the trade between China and Europe were to flow 
through the channel of an emporium, are you of opinion that the foreign 
trade carried on in Chinese junks might be very considerably increased ?— 
Yes, I have no doubt it would ; but I beg leave to give some explanation 
upon that point. If European nations were excluded from Canton, of course 
the trade would take the channel of an emporium entirely; but if European 
nations were admitted to Canton freely, if there were no restrictions upon 
their admission to Canton, I have great doubt whether it would centre in an 
emporium. Canton is a place of long-established trade, and people would 
prefer it, at least for a time, even if the others were more convenient; but 
this is a point exceedingly difficult to determine upon. I have often thought 
of it, but I have never been able to make up my mind, whether the trade 
would take the channel of Sincapore, or whether it would continue to centre 
at Canton. Trade takes a long time before it quits an established channel, 
even to go into a more convenient one, when such is opened or presented. 

3682a, Supposing an interruption to take place in the European trade of 
China, are you of opinion that a considerable quantity of tea might be 
brought in Chinese vessels to Sincapore, or some other emporium in the 
eastern Archipelago ?—I conceive so. I think it was a great point, during 
the discussions respecting the former charter with the East-India Company, 
to establish that fact themselves. Mr. Drummond, now Lord Strathallen* 
gave it distinctly in evidence, that a very large quantity of tea might be 
imported into Europe through such a channel. The evidence is to be found 
upon the records of the Committee of the House of Commons, I think, in 
1812. It seemed, indeed, to be a settled point, especially in reference to the 
Philippine Islands, and others. I have a short entry on this subject, taken 
out of a note-book that I kept at Sincapore ; it is dated the 22d of August 
1S25, and the result of a conversation with the commanders of somejunks: 
—“ The tea consumed in Cochin China is brought from Tchoutcheou, on 
the confines of Canton and Fokien, but in the jurisdiction of the former, to 
Hainan, from whence it comes to Saigun and other places. It is all the pro¬ 
duce of Fokien. Into Saigun there are annually imported about 70,000 
boxes of tea, of 20 catties each, and into Hue about 10,000 boxes. It is 
impossible to conjecture the quantity brought into Tonquin, as a great part 
of it is imported by land. The price of the ordinary qualities at Tchout¬ 
cheou and Canton is 26 dollars per pecul: the same tea would be sold at 

Saigun 
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Saifrun for 40 dollars. My informants state, that any quantity whatev er of 
&*&££« into Sincapore, which the market may-demand from 
Chaotcheou, Changlim, and other parts, either black 01 gr een. 1he » 
manders of iunks will do this m spite of any regulations to the contra y 
™form«tion J fnrnished by commanders of Saigon jmtkfc ^ August 183^ 
Note 80 000 boxes of tea, of 20 catties each, are equal to about 2,1JO,JUO 
polds The p?£s of 26 and 40 dollars per peel are equal to It*. and 

1 5id. per pound. 

3683a. Have you paid any attention to the statistics of China?--! have 
paid the usual auction to it.' I have read a good deal upon the subject. 

8684a Will you state what you consider the population of China to be 
I have here a table containing a variety of statistical part.culars with regard 

to China. 

3685a. From what source have you derived that table?—1 have a paper 
describing the sources from which I have taken it. 

3686a. Will you have the goodness to deliver m those papers 

[The witness delivered in the same , which was read as follows :] 
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TABLE exhibiting a Brief View of the 


PROVINCES. 

Latitude 

of 

Provincial 

Capitals. 

Travelling 
Distance of 
Provincial 
Capitals 
from Pekin. 

Area of each 
Province 
in 

Statute Miles 

Population. 

Inhabitants 

to 

the Square 
Mile. 

Revenue. 

Pecheley . 

N. 

O / , 

89 55 

Eng. Miles' 

59,700 

3,504,038 

58 

£. 

923,931 

Kiannan.... 

32 

4 

862 

85,000 

30,405,258 

357 

2,458,476 

Kiansi. 

28 37 

1,024 

72,000 

5,922,160 

82 

981,374 

Fokien. 

26 

,2 

2,202 

57,150 

1,684,528 

29 

377,507 

Chekian. 

30 20 

1,185 

37,200 

18,975,099 

510 

1,357,593 

Houkouan. 

30 34 

1,133 

168,300 

33,702,379 

200 

738,123 

Honan ... 

34 52 

553 

62,000 

2,662,969 

43 

1,052,826 

Shanton .. 

36 44 

287 

56,800 

25,447,633 

448 

1,231,607 

Shansi... 

37 53 

431 

63,500 

1,860,816 

29 

1,061,916 

Shensi... 

34 15 

952 

167,700 

257,704 

4 

497,610 

Sechuen . 

30 40 

2,048 

175,600 

7,789,782 

44 

195,484 

Canton... 

23 10 

2,720 

97,100 

1,491,271 

15 

424,567 

Kouansi.. 

25 13 

2,680 

87,800 

2,569,518 

29 

146,828 

Yunnan.. 

25 

6 

2,946 

131,400 

2,255,459 

17 

165,306 

Koneicheou . 

26 30 

2,745 

51,200 

2,941,391 

57 

36,764. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Area of China, exclusive of Tartary and dependent provinces, 

in English square miles... 

Total population of ditto..... 

Rate of population to the square mile in ditto. 

Total revenue..... . . 

Rate of taxation per head ..... 

Army ... 

Rate of military force to the population. 


1,372,450 

141,470,005 

103 

11,649,912 
Is. 7 d. -76 
1,182,000 
as 1 to 119 
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Statistics of China Proper , &c. &c. 

Kate 

of 

Military 

DISTINGUISHING 

Taxation 
per Head. 

Force. 

PRODUCTIONS AND INDUSTRY. 

£. A'. d . 



0 5 3 

0 1 7 

241,000 

Tin, lead, the vine, mineral coal, marble, saltpetre, fossil alkali. 

132,000 

Corn, salt, cotton, cotton and silk fabrics, porcelain, fine green tea* 
foreign trade. 

0 3 3 

39,000 

Gold, silver, lead, iron, tin, vitriol, corn, alum, fine porcelain. 

0 4 5 

76,000 

Quicksilver, iron, iron manufactures, tin, silk fabrics, fine black 
tea, foreign trade, marble. 

0 15 

59,000 

Corn, silk, silk fabrics, fine black and green teas, foreign trade. 

0 0 5 

88,000 

Quicksilver, tin, corn, fine tea, paper, cinnabar. 

0 7 10 

24,000 

Copper, corn. 

0 0 11 

35,000 

Corn, trade seaways. 

0 11 4 

35,000 

Mineral coal, woollen stuffs, salt from lakes and springs, the vine, 
sheep, cinnabar. 

1 18 7 

104,000 

Mineral coal, cinnabar, rhubarb, musk, sheep, salt from lakes and 
springs and fossil salt, hair manufactures. 

0 0 6 

85,000 

Copper, gold, iron, tin, lead, amber, musk, horses, silk, sugar, 
rhubarb, salt from springs. 

0 5 9 

99,000 

Copper, iron, tin, lead, quicksilver, sjlk, sugar, camphor, foreign 
trade, marble. 

0 1 1 

O 1 5 

42,000 

Copper, tin, silver, cassia, sheep. 

53,000 

Gold, silver, copper, tin, zinc, silk, salt, tea, musk, trade by land 
with Burmans and Siamese. 

0 0 3. 

70,000 

Gold, silver, copper, quicksilver, grass cloth. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Population of China Proper..... 

Ditto... of the province of Ching King, or Lias Toung, 

Ditto... of................Kansu. 

Computed population of Tartary..•••;. 

Military force in Kansu, not included in the population... 

Ditto.....in Ching King.ditto,. 

Ditto.,.......in the country of the Manclioos. 

Ditto.........in.ditto.Mongols. 

Ditto......... in.ditto.Bucharia, &c.. . 

Ditto.in Tibet.%.. 

Marine...«...... 

Civil officers, not included in the population.. 

Military ditto......... 

Army in China Proper, exclusive of officers......- 

3 N 


141,470,005 
486,643 
340,086 
12,000,000 
123,000 
4,000 
10,000 
30,000 
45,000 
6,000 
31,000 
9,611 
7,552 
1,182,000 
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NOTE. 

The accompanying Table is chiefly compiled from the following authorities, viz. 
from a “ Statistcal View of China, extracted from original documents by M. Kla¬ 
proth,” contained in the Appendix to Timkowskie’s Travels, London, 1827 j from 
Du Halde’s China ; from the last edition of Grosier’s China, 7 vote. 8vo. Paris, 
1818; and from the Tables contained in a work, entitled, Histoire de la Chine, &c. 
&c. by M. Le Clerc, Besanjon, 1777* A few particulars are derived from personal 
information. 

Provinces. 

The ancient division of China is into fifteen provinces; but two of the largest, 
Kiannan and Houkouan, have, of late years, been subdivided each into two, making 
the whole seventeen. The table is according to the old division. 

Travelling Distance of Provincial Capitals from Pekin. 

The distance in the original documents are given in Chinese lis, a measure of 
1897*2 English feet, and taken from the Imperial Civil Kalendar. 

Area. 

This is calculated from a common map of China ; and all modem maps of that 
country are known to be drawn from one original, that of the Jesuits. The Chinese 
territory extends from about the 20th to the 40th degree of north latitude; but the 
finest parts of it are embraced in the space which lies between the 28th and 38th 
degrees, whether in respect to soil, climate, or position. 

Population. 

The document which furnished the materials for the population is the new edition 
of 1790, of the work called the “ Great Imperial Geography.” The population of 
China has usually been supposed in Europe to be extravagantly estimated; but 
when the vast extent of the empire is considered, it is certain that the country is 
more under than overpeopled. This will appear clear enough from the following 
comparison with the population of some other countries. 


China, per square mile. 103 

Old British Possessions in Bengal 240 
Hindustan throughout . 104 


Austrian Dominions . 110 

France . 164 

England .. 222 


By casting the eye over the Table, it will appear that the population is very un¬ 
equally spread over the country. There are, in fact, but four provinces out of the 
fifteen which are densely inhabited, embracing between them little more than a 
fourth part of the area of the empire, but containing above two-thirds of the popu¬ 
lation, and of these three only are remarkable for their populousness. The rest of 
the empire is, in fact, but scantily inhabited. Much of the surface of China is 
mountainous and sterile, a fact which has struck all intelligent travellers and visi¬ 
tors. In point of natural fertility it Is evidently much inferior to all our possessions 
in Bengal, and even to Hindustan in general, although over the latter country it 
possesses great advantage, in the number and superiority of its navigable rivers and 
harbours. The population, as elsewhere, has accumulated in the fertile alluvial 
plains towards the debouchements of the great rivers, along the borders of lakes) 
and in the neighbourhood of the creeks, bays, and harbours, with which soma parts 
of the coast appear to be so remarkably indented. Two of the most populous, as 
well as industrious and civilized provinces, Kiannan and Chekian, besides abound¬ 
ing 
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in?- in lakes and inlets of the sea, contain the debouchements of the two great rivers 
of China, and it is here that the mass of the population appears to be concentrated. 
Shantou, besides containing many harbours and lakes, is intersected by the Impel 1 a 
Canal • and Houkouan, although a central province, contains extensive lakes, and 
is intersected by one of the large rivers, which appears to pass through a wide plain 
uninterrupted by mountains. Two of the provinces best known to us, Canton and 
Fokien are so remarkably mountainous, that they seem always to have relied upon 
their neighbourhoods for supplies of corn, the first being furnished from the neigh¬ 
bouring province to the westward of it, and recently from the Philippine Islands, 
anrl the last from the fertile and under-peopled island of Formosa. I have no doubt, 
however thatthe population of the province of Canton is for the present times much 
underrated, and that through means of the foreign trade it has greatly augmented 
within the forty years since the census was taken. By the editors of the Canton 
Register, I perceive that it is considered to be as populous as Scotland, oi to con¬ 
tain about two millions and a half of inhabitants, which would give twenty-five 
instead of fifteen inhabitants to the square mile. The extent of the woods in the 
province of Canton, and the neighbouring one of Konansi, is indicated by the large 
amount of two articles of the exports of China to foreign parts, cassia and cam phot, 
both of which are productions of the forest. Canton, for example, produces yea y 
not much less than 6,000 peculs of the latter article, or about 800,000 lbs. weight 
The frequent presence of the metals in the north-western provinces indicates a 
mountainous country, a primitive formation, and a territory not distinguished for 
fertility. This, indeed, is well known to be the case, particularly with the gi eat 
province of Yunnan. On the north-west frontier the country is still more sterile ; 
aid here occurs the great province of Shensi, with less than two inhabitants to a 
square mile. This part of the country is not only destitute of rivers, but liable to 
droughts, and to the depredations of locusts. 

Revenue . 

The account of the revenue is taken from the Imperial Civil Kalendar, published 
quarterly at Pekin. The statement here given by M. Klaproth seems to be the 
same as Lt which has been translated by Mr. Huttmann the 

Asiatic Society, and refers to as late a period as the year 1814. The Chinese revenue 
consists of a land-tax, partly levied in money and partly in kind, customs and t»an- 
siTduties, a monopoly of salt, licenses of pawnbrokers, and other miscellaneous 
taxes a tax levied on coals at the mine, &c. M. Klaproth gives the total amount of 
the revenue levied in money at a sum which is equal, taking the Chinese ounce at bo. 
to £10 005,250, and Mr. Huttmann at £10,818,367 : adding to the tirst the value 
of the tax in corn, we have the sum of £11^649,912 given in the table. According 
to this view, the taxes paid by one hundred and forty-one millions of Chinese do not 
greatly exceed one-half of what is paid by ninety millions of British subjects in 
India, much inferior to them in industry and civilization. Hie tax P®* ^ !” 

China is Is. 7d&. : in the British possessions m India it is 4s. 8 % and-tc x i 
China the principal one, is said to be fixed and permanent; and indeed the mode- 
ntion of the taxes throughout is, in all probability, the principal element m the 
good government of the Chinese; for that good governnient exists, in a r^e 
degree, is sufficiently indicated by the superiority of the people in all useful industry 
to every other Asiatic nation. 

Military Force. 

One-third of the military force of China is said to exist only on the muster-rolls. 

N 2 le k l 
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Whether this be the case or not, no doubt the whole is a burden upon the people 
and government. The amount is not so exorbitant as might be supposed, being but 
as one to 119 to the whole population ; whereas the army of Russia, the country that 
most resembles China, is as one to 7» r> - 


S687«. You have stated that China Proper extends from the 20th degree 
of latitude to the 40th ; are there not territories dependent upon China 
which extend much farther north than that ?—Yes ; there is an estimate of 
the population of those territories in the table, but it is little better than 
conjecture. 

36880 . Will you state to what degree of latitude the territories dependent 
upon China reach ?—I cannot; I should say, probably, to the 45th or 47th 
degree. Pekin itself is nearly in the latitude of 40. 

3689a. Have you paid particular attention to the tea trade ?—Yes, I have 
paid a good deal of attention to it. 

3690a. Will you state the result of your inquiries respecting the cultiva¬ 
tion of tea ?—Having never been in China, I have never seen the tea-plant 
cultivated properly as it ought to be : I have seen the tea-plant growing in 
Cochin China only. 

3691a. In what degrees of latitude is it generally grown ?—It will grow 
any where ; but it will make very bad tea in warm climates. It is a very 
vigox’ous, hardy plant; I have seen it live upon the very Equator, or close 
to it; and it grows again as far as the 45th degree of latitude. 

3692a. Within what degrees of latitude do you think it could be grown, 
so as to produce a good article of commerce ?—One can judge only from 
what is known to take place in China. I believe good tea is confined generally 
to the climate probably extending from 25 to 32 or 33 degrees. 

3693a. Do you understand that the tea-plant is cultivated in most of the 
provinces of China ?—There is no doubt it is. I know it to be cultivated 
in the province of Yannen, which is the most westernly province of China, 
because I have seen it brought in considerable quantities to Ava; and it 
was stated to be the product of that province. 

3694. Is it cultivated in any other country besides China?—It is culti¬ 
vated in Japan, in Cochin China, and in Tonquin. 

3695. Is any of the tea that is grown out of China as good as that which 
is the genuine China tea ?—All other tea that I have seen is sufficiently bad. 

I take it that a great deal of skill and industry is necessary to grow tea. I 
should think that the vine is almost a complete parallel with the tea-plant. 
The tea is known to be botanically one species, so is the vine; and, I 
believe, every distinction that arises between green tea and black tea to be 
owing to climate, soil, and cultivation. The places that produce fine teas 
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are like the spots which produce fine wines, from all accounts exceedingly 
limited ; the places that produce coarse teas are very widely spiead* 

3696ff. Is the coarse tea in general consumption throughout China ?— 
From all* I have been able to ascertain, it is in very general cultivation and 
general consumption. It could not be generally consumed unless it were 
Generally cultivated. The people are poor, and could not afford to use it if 
ft were not cultivated upon the very spot where it is consumed. 

8697tf. Do the lower orders in China drink tea?—1 have understood 
universally. Those that reside in foreign countries are perpetually sipping 
tea. I recollect a Hindoo sepoy once called my attention to some Chinese 
who were at work, telling me, that those people never drank water, that 
they always drank tea ; that was the explanation he gave. The matter ap¬ 
peared, of course, strange to one of a people who themselves hardly ever 
drink any thing but water. 

3698tf. Can you state the description of tea that is in common use 
amongst the lower class of Chinese; is it bohea or Congo?—Those are 
European names. I believe I have understood from the Chinese, who have 
been in the tea districts, that the name of bohea, particularly, is that oi a 
certain place, in which some of the finest black tea that is exported is grow n; 
but I think it may be inferred from the statement I have drawn up, that the 
tea we name bohea is generally consumed in China. I have a comparative 
statement of the prices of new and old tea in Canton in season in 1828-9; 
I find that the bohea tea is precisely of the same price in the month of May, 
when out of season, that it is in the month of November, in season ; that 
there is not the least variation in the price, whereas there is an immense 
variation in the prices of all the other kinds ; particularly in those dealt in 
by Europeans, and especially in the green teas. 

3699a. Do you infer that the teas consumed in China by the Chinese 
themselves are black teas ?—I understand them to be universally black. 

3700 a. And the great bulk to be of an inferior description ?—And the 
great bulk to be of an inferior description, of course. 

3701 a. Have you recently looked at the qualities of teas imported into 
this country, and can you state the proportion which the inferior descriptions 
of tea bear to the superior?—I have made a calculation of that, but 1 have 
it not by me. I have a statement of the proportions of the higher classes 
of tea in America and in this country. Tea is an article of geneial con¬ 
sumption in this country; it is not so to so great a degree in America. 
There is a larger proportion of good tea consumed in America than there is 
in this country, and a much larger proportion of inferior tea is consume! in 
this country. 

3702 a. Is it a fact that the great bulk of the imports of teas for the Eng¬ 
lish market consists of inferior description of tea? 1 he great bulk or the 
tea consists of congo; I think, probably, 20,000,000 out of 30,000,000. 

3703. Are 
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3703a. Are you of opinion that the quantity of fine teas required for the 
market of Europe might be augmented in China ?—I should think not very 
materially. The lands that are now produced, I should think, much re¬ 
semble in production some of the finer wines. There are, as is well known, 
some particular wines of which the quality cannot be much augmented 
without deterioration of quality. But that other fine teas, not at present 
known to us, may be discovered, I have no doubt, because there are evi¬ 
dently many fine teas that do not reach us; for example, the teas sent to 
Russia are obviously a different description of tea altogether from those that 
we receive, and the produce apparently of other provinces. 

3704a. Do you know what provinces ?—No ; I suspect some of the cen¬ 
tral provinces. 

370 5a. Is that of a different description from what we import ?—Yes, it 
differs from it materially ; it is evidently another production ; it differs from 
it as much as claret does from burgundy. 

3706a. Are you aware whether fine tea is now produced in some of the 
provinces of China which have no export to Europe ?—I have been told so 
by Chinese, and the fact is confirmed by the most authentic works I have 
read. 

3707 a. What are those provinces ?—I understand there is very fine tea 
produced in Yunnan and Honkonang. 

3708a. What kind of tea is produced in Cochin China ?—Very inferior tea 
indeed j it is a large-leafed tea; very little care seems to be taken in the cul¬ 
tivation, and very little also in the preparation. The Cochin Chinese do not 
infuse, but boil it. The tea, it may be remarked, seems to be a peculiar 
plant, for the larger the leaf and the older, the less strength and flavour 
there seems to be in the tea, and the younger the leaf the more delicate and 
high-flavoured it is. 

3709a. Do the better classes in Cochin China consume Chinese tea ?■— 
They do. 

3710a. Is that the case in the Burman empire ?—In the Burman empire 
they consume very little tea, besides what they grow themselves. This 
last, although a genuine tea botanically, is a peculiar variety. The Bur¬ 
mese mix it with oil of seasimum and garlic, and give it to their guests as a 
token of welcome. There is a very large consumption of it, and it is a con¬ 
siderable branch‘of trade. 

3711a. Can you furnish the Committee with any information respecting 
the Russian tea-trade?—When I resided at Brussels, about eight or nine 
months ago, a Belgian gentleman of rank offered to furnish me with answers 
to any queries I might put upon the subject. 

3712a. Was he engaged in commerce ?—He was not engaged in com¬ 
merce ; but he wx-ote to a gentleman at St. Petersburgh who was, and I have 

here 
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here a translation of the replies of the latter to the questions which I pre¬ 
pared. 

3713a. Will you have the goodness to read them. 

[The witness read the same, as follows.] 

“ What kinds of tea are imported from China to Kiachta?-None but of the 

first qualities, whether black or green ; but the great importations consist ot black, 
the green being but of slender consumption in Russia. 

« What are the prices at Kiachta of low, middling, and first qualities ?——As the 
inferior qualities are not imported iuto Russia, as has been already seen, the prices 
cannot consequently be annexed. The consumption has a determination towards the 
first qualities, on account of the duty being the same for all kinds, without distinction 
of colour or quality. Thus, a pound of very inferior tea pays exactly the same 
custom-house duty as the most select which is imported. As to the price of tie 
first qualities, it is difficult to determine it exactly, because the tea is always taken in 
barter against Russian and other productions, principally however Russian, this 
barter, which is entirely in the hands of the Russian merchants, is an obstacle to 
obtaining, unless very imperfectly, the real price of teas at Kiachta. 1 his "?** e *» 
in fact, is made a secret with the merchants. However, according to the mfoima- 
tion which I have obtained, the price of black or green tea may be commonly 
estimated at about three paper rubles the Russian lb. 

“ What are the prices of tea at St. Petersburgh?-The answer made to the first 

question is equally applicable here, as far as relates to the inferior qualities, of which 
the price is not known at St. Petersburgh. On the other hand, as m Russia black teas 
are in more request than green, they bear the same price at Petersbui gli and Moscow, 
where the trade is principally conducted ; both kinds are commonly sold wholesale 
at from eight to nine paper rubles the Russian pound. The importation duty oi 
three paper rubles, charges and profits included. 

“ Are the teas imported at Kiachta the produce of the provinces of Kiannan and 
Fokien ?-No; they come from the centre of China. 

« Are the teas consumed in Russia equal, in point of taste and flavour, to those used 
in England, France, and Germany ?-They are in all respects superior to those con¬ 

sumed in these last countries. In the first place, as has been already said, the higher 
qualities only are consumed in Russia. In the next, they undergo no sea-voyage 
a voyage which causes them to lose much of their strength, freshness, and flavour. 
To make a comparison, I would say that the black is of a superior quality to the 
tea known by us under the name of pekoe ; and that the green is be ei jail u 
which passes under the name of imperial. In use, the diflerence between the teas 
coming sea-wise and those coming by land through Kiachta, is so remarkable, that 
it is no exaggeration to say that a pound of the last goes as far as two pounds ot tne 
first. The tea which goes under the name of Caravan tea, sells in Germany and 
France at the rate of 10 or 12 florins the half Netherlands pound. But the importa¬ 
tion of this tea into the latter countries is very trifling, and consequently it is dimcult 
to get it genuine. 

“ What is the quantity of tea annually brought to the fail of Kiachta ?- 1 he im¬ 

portations of tea at Kiachta, and at two other places which haveJj' e privilege 
of carrying on the trade, amount yearly to 700,000 pouds, or 28,000,000 of pount s. 

“ What class is it that consumes tea in Russia r-The great mass of the nation 

uses it, from the lord to the peasant or serf, all who possess a little means. ^ hat 
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3714<«. What is the value of the paper ruble?—About lO^rf. or there¬ 
abouts. 

37150. Can you state generally the course of the Russian trade with 
China, and the mode in which the tea is brought to Europe ?—I understand 
that it is a very tedious affair ; that when the goods are conveyed by water 
it takes three years from Kiachta to the eastern frontier of European Russia, 
and when it comes by land it takes one year. By three years is meant three 
short summers. For eight or nine months of the year the rivers are frozen 
up and impassable. I have always thought that this branch of trade much 
resembled in character the over-land commerce that was carried on before 
the discovery of the Cape of Good Hope, and that if tea brought sea-wise 
could be imported into Russia, scarcely a pound of the tea now used would 
be consumed, fine as it is. The direct commerce between Russia and China 
would then probably be confined to that part of the Russian empire which 
is the immediate neighbourhood of China. 

37160 . Do you understand that the Russians experience any difficulty 
from being in immediate contact with the Chinese?—I do not understand 
that they do. I have read that they have even convicts upon the very 
frontiers. It is stated that there are always from 1,000 to 1,500 of these, and 
that when they escape they are immediately taken up by the Chinese govern¬ 
ment, and sent back again, with a request that they should receive a little 
additional punishment for polluting the Chinese territory, beyond what they 
had a right to receive for their flight. 

3717 ^- How long did you reside at Sincapore?—About three years. 

37180. What is the population of Sincapore ?—I think between 8,000 and 
9,000, when I went there in 1823. 

3719a. Were you the Resident there?—I was the Resident at Sincapore, 
acting under the Governor-general of Bengal. 

37200 . When was the settlement first made at Sincapore?—In 1819. 

372 I 0 . Was it not then in a very rude state ?—-There were only 200 or 
300 Malay inhabitants. 

37220 . In 


u What is the yearly value of the exportations and importations at Kiachta ?——— 
The value is estimated at 150,000,000 of paper rubles. 

“ Can any Russian merchant establish himself at Kiachta ?-The merchants 

carrying on the trade are for the most part Muscovites ; but any Russian may 
engage in it, paying the corporation tax (droits des guildes). 

“ What are the principal articles disposed of by the Russians to the Chinese?- 

Among other articles, broad-cloths, velvets, polemites, furs, Italian coral, leather, 
(jaffs, &c.) 

“ Is there any published work in Russia on the subject of the trade carried on at 

Kiachta?-The Russian government has a statistical work on the subject, but it is 

not published.” 
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3722 a. In what year did you leave it?—In 1825. 

3723a. What was the amount of the population then ?—I have prepared a 
statement upon that subject, which I will deliver in. 

[The witness delivered in the same , which was read, as follows :] 

Population of Sincapore for the Five Years ending 1828. 


Europeans. 

Native Christians. 

Armenians... 

Arabs. 


Natives of Coroman¬ 
del and Malabar 

Natives of Bengal 
and other parts of 
Hindostan... 


an- ) 
i* ••• j 

i 


Siamese. 

Bugis... 

Malays... 

Javanese .. 

Chinese. 

African Negroes. 


Total. 


1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 


74 

84 

Ill 

87 

108 

Troops, 561 

74' 

132 

206 

188 

193 

Convicts 388 

16 

9 

18 

19 

25 


15 

10 

17 

18 

17 


390 

690 

605 

777 

1,095 


366 

226 

384 

244 

294 


' 

— 

_ 

7 

— 


1,851 

1,704 

1,442 

1,242 

1,252 


4,580 

5,130 

5,697 

4,790 

5,336 


— 

38 

146 

267 

355 


3,317 

3,828 

4,279 

6,088 

6,210 


— 

— 

2 

5 

— 


10,683 

11,851 

12,905 

13,732 

14,885 ■ 



Increase in five years near 40 per cent. 


3724a. Is that number you have stated the entire number of persons 
on the island, or only of fixed settlers ?—I understand those to be the fixed 
settlers. 

3725a. Did you find a mixed population of that nature difficult to manage? 
—By no means ; quite the contrary. 

3726a. What is the nature of the harbour of Sincapore ?—It is an open 
road ; it is not a harbour. But this is a matter of no consequence in those 
latitudes $ there is never a storm there ; I have never know even a squall 
continue more than half an hour or three-quarters of an hour, and such 
squalls are of no great violence. 

• 3 0 3727 a. Is 
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37%7a. Is it entirely a free port ?—Entirely. The Americans are excluded 
from it; but that is in virtue of a treaty we have with the Americans, by 
which, in consequence of enjoying certain privileges beyond others, at these, 
they axe confined to four principal settlements. Sincapore having become 
a British possession since the treaty, of course they are not allowed to trade 
to it. 

3728a. Are there any duties at Sincapore ?—No j nor any port-charges 
whatever. 

3729a. Do you attribute the increase of the settlement to that circum¬ 
stance ?—No doubt, and to its convenient situation. 

3730 a. Can you give the amount of exports and imports to Sincapore ?— 
I have a statement of the imports and exports of Sincapore for the years 
1826-7 and 1827-8, which appeared in the Sincapore Chronicle of the 11th 
and 25th September 1828. 

[The witness delivered in the same, which was read, as follows .•] 

IMPORTS. 


The following is a Comparative Statement of the amount of the Imports of this Settle¬ 
ment for the Years 1826-7, and 1827-8. 


Names of Places. 

1826 - 7 . 

1827 - 8 . 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

From Calcutta . 

Sicca Rupees. 

19,53,120* 

Sicca Rupees. 

23,16,466* 

Sicca Rupees. 

3,63,346 

Sicca Rupees. 

Madras ......... 

4,03,001 * 

4,14,6971 

11,696* 

— 

Bombay ..... 

2,55,700| 

3,76,889* 

1,21,189 

— 

England ....... 

28,35,477 

19,20,126* 

— 

9,15,350* 

Foreign Europe . 

— 

5,41,673 

5,41,673 

— 

America .... 

3,69,959 

— 

—- 

3,69,959 

China ... 

15,13,555 

17,92,674* 

2,79,119* 

«— 

Prince of Wales's Island . 

6,72,523 

8,83,015* 

2,10,192* 

— 

Malacca .... 

3,06,438f 

2,78,627* 

— 

27 ,811* 

Java .... 

11,78,675* 

22,84,637* 

11,05,962 

— 

Isle of France.. 

82,122* 

1,55,951 

73,828* 

— 

Ceylon ... 

10,525 

19,355* 

8,830* 

— 

Siam .. 

4,61,006* 

2,75,819| 

— 

1,85,186* 

Cochin China.. 

3,22,790f 

1,08,449* 

— 

2,14,341 

Acbeen ... 

1,00,932| 

2,896* 

— 

98,036* 

Other Native Ports . 

31,53,958* 

35,14,720* 

3,60,761* 


1,36,19,786 

1,48,85,999* 

30,76,898* 

18,10,685* 


Total Increase of Imports......... 1,266,213* Sa. Rs. 

Exports. 
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The following is a Comparative Statement of the Amount of the Exports of this Settle- j ( Crawfnrd , 
merit for the Years 1826-75 and 1827*8. Esq. 


Names of Places. 


To Calcutta.. 

Madras. 

Bombay. 

England. 

Foreign Europe. 

China.. 

Malacca.. 

Penang .. 

Java. 

Mauritius, &c... 

Siam.. 

Cochin China... 
Acheen. 


1926 - 7 . 


Other Native Ports. 


Sicca Rupees. 

20,39,761* 
2,78,928* 
5,26,188* 
21,15,118 
5,74,457* 
24,64,815 
4,38,356| 
3,69,777* 

8,26,965^ 
59,900* 
3,41,333* 
2,89,856* 
26,219f 
35,31,384 


1827 - 8 . 


Increase. 


1,38,83,062 


Sicca Rupees. 

16,31,349* 

11,38,099 
1 , 88,012 
27,89,513* 
2,72,230* 
15,19,897 
4,80,556 
6,46,122* 
10,26,379 
1,19,122| 
4,57,713* 
85,576 

35,17,438* 


Sicca Rupees. 

8,59,170* 

6,74,395* 


42,199* 

2,76,345* 

1,99,413* 

59,222* 

1,16,380 


Decrease. 


Sicca Rupees. 

4,08,412 

3,38,176* 

3,02,226| 

9,44,918 


1,38,72,010 22,27,126* 


2,04,280* 

26,219| 

13,945* 


22,38,178* 


Total 


al Decrease of Exports.11,052 Sa. Rs. 


“ugS begS 

and 103 peculs, three chests and 275 packages. In 1827-8, 267 peculs, 1U 
catties, 1,572 chests, and 80 packages. 

3732a Can vou give the Committee any notion of the quantity of tea 
consumed by" 1 ttie Chfnese in Sincapore ?-I have an extoct of a^ter »hri, 
I received from Sincapore about a month ago, dated the 31 y 

I iiut the Question to one of the principal merchants in Sincapore, and this is the 
answer I received to it:—'“ I have not been able to get the information about 
Sltrade iu the way that I would wish. The Chinese here say a family 
of six persons will consume about 30 catties (40lbs.) annually o goo ca, 
costing^80°to 40 dollara the peed (ll*f to Mtf. par pound)^ “s 
fully twice that quantity, at about 10 dollars the pecul, ( * * I V 
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There can be little doubt that both tea and raw silk could be brought here 
by the junks to any extent, were there any inducement for them to do so. I 
will, however, endeavour to get detailed information to some extent, and 
write you more fully hereafter.” 

3733a. Have you formed any calculation of the consumption of te-> in 
China, deduced from that datum?—The consumption here given for the 
lower orders is double the consumption for the better classes ; it amounts 
to 70 pounds weight per annum, at an average, for the lower classes fora 
family of six persons. But the labouring classes in Sincapore are, in all pro¬ 
bability, in far more easy circumstances than the labouring classes in China, 
and though the tea be cheaper here, it is not likely that the lower orders 
there should be able to consume an equal quantity. Supposing they con¬ 
sumed only one-half of it, and that the population be taken at 141 millions, 
exclusive of Tartary, there would be about 280 millions of pounds of tea 
consumed, or about twenty-eight times the consumption of this country. 

3734a. You have been on a mission to Siam and Cochin China ?—I have. 

3735a. Did you find any difficulty in conducting the, objects of that 
mission, as arising from your not being clothed with authority from the King 
of this country ?—I certainly did ; and in the Burman mission also. 

3736a. If you had been considered as deputed from the King of England, 
do you conceive that you would have had greater facilities in accomplishing 
the objects of the mission ?—I do not know with respect to mere commercial 
objects that I should have had more facility, but I should have had a more 
gracious reception. They were offended at receiving a mission from a 
governor or viceroy. Had my powers been derived from the Crown, I 
should have been received at Cochin China, where I was not received at all. 

3737a. Were you deputed by the Governor-general of India ?—I was. 

3738a. Upon what ground do you form that opinion ?—Upon the positive 
assurance of the persons connected with the court of Cochin China. 

3739a. Did you go to Siam in a King’s vessel, or in a merchant vessel? — 
I went there in a merchant vessel selected expressly for the purpose. I 
might have had an armed vessel; but it was my own suggestion that it 
should be a merchant vessel, and it was readily acceded to by the Govern¬ 
ment, who saw the propriety of it. 

3740 a. Did you see any of the officers of the court of Cochin China ?—I 
did ; and had interviews with them. 

3741a. You have referred, in a statement you have delivered in, to the 
opinions of M. Klaproth; by what means did you become acquainted with 
those opinions ?—By reading them in M. Klaproth’s works. 

3742a. Have you any means of knowing what Mr. Klaproth’s opinion is 
as to the opening of the trade in China to British ships generally ?—I have 
not. But I should not think that M. Klaproth’s opinion was worth a 

farthing. 
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farthing. I should think that a recluse scholar, residing in Paris, could be 
no judge of the merits or demerits of a great political question, touching the 
interests of this country. 

3743a. Upon what ground have you thought it expedient to give to the 
Committee any detail of the opinions of M. Klaporth upon this subject ?-— 
I give no opinion of M. Klaproth whatever. I have given a translation by 
M.’ Klaproth of certain original Chinese works. I never quoted any opinion 
of M. Klaproth. 

3744«. You have stated that you have been in various parts of India, and 
also in the islands, holding various situations; in what situation were you 
first admitted into the Company’s service?—I went into the Company’s 
service in a medical capacity in the first instance; through my own in¬ 
dustry in some respects, and through probably a larger share of good fortune, 
I was in time raised to situations of trust and responsibility. 

3745a. Do you think that the Chinese settlers could cultivate the tea-plant 
with advantage in any of the British possessions in India?—They might be 
usefully employed in that capacity ; but I should think, from what I know 
of the" character of the Chinese, and of the people of India generally, that 
without the aid of European capital and European superintendence, the thing 
is not to be done in India. 

3746a. Do you think the tea-plant could be cultivated in India ?—I think 
there is every reason to think that it might: it has not been actually done, 
and therefore it is difficult to say absolutely that it could. But 1 am given 
to understand that it is cultivated with perfect success in the Brazils. I see 
that circumstance stated in the work of a man of very considerable abilities, 
Dr. Clark Abel, who accompanied Lord Amherst, and with whom I had 
myself conversations upon the subject. 

3747a. To what extent is it cultivated in the Brazils ?—To a very trifling 
extent; and in the botanical gardens of Rio Janeiro. Dr. Abel saw it pre¬ 
pared ; and he stated, that the process was according to the Chinese plan. 
All this, I should say, was reported by him after he had seen the cultivation 
and preparation of tea in China. 

3748a. Do you think that any considerable commerce could be carried 
on between this country and the ports of Siam or Cochin China ? There 
is a very considerable commerce carried on indirectly through the medium 
of Sincapore, and one that, generally speaking, increases from year to year. 

3749a. Do you mean a direct intercourse between Cochin China and Siam, 
or an intercourse between Cochin China and Sincapore, and between Sinca¬ 
pore and Siam ?—I mean a direct intercourse between Sincapore and those 
two countries. 

3750a. Are there any articles that can be sent from this country that would 
be required there ?—There are great difficulties in any direct intercourse 

with 
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with the Siamese. I went upon a mission to that country, and I experienced 
very considerable difficulties. 

3751a. In what year did you go?—In 1821. 

3752«. Can you state the principal difficulties you met with ?—The great¬ 
est difficulty I think is the government itself carrying on trade, and all the 
officers of the government carrying on trade. The king owns junks, the 
princes own junks, and I believe the princesses own large junks. They 
think that the best way of deriving gain from trade; and have no conception 
that it would be for the benefit of the country to admit a free intercourse. 
They are in possession of their perquisites, and they like to keep them. 

3J53a. In what way were difficulties thrown in your way; was it by pro¬ 
hibitions or duties ?—The duties are inconsiderable. The principal difficulty 
is the government carrying on trade and exercising a right of pre-emption: 
the duties are not heavy, and life and property are perfectly secure. 

3754ia. What articles do they chiefly deal in ?—Siam produces a great 
number of articles; it is a very fertile and productive country. 

3755a. With what countries do they chiefly trade ?—Their principal inter, 
course is with China. This is a very large trade. Bankok, the capital of 
Siam, is probably the largest Asiatic trading place in the East, next to 
Canton. 

3756a. Are there articles produced in Siam which are not produced in 

our colonies, which may become articles of importation into this country ?_ 

We receive at this moment a large quantity of the produce of Siam in this 
country, which is brought to Sincapore by the junks I have mentioned, and 
eventually brought here: as for example, a large quantity of sugar, which is 
found in the price-currents under the name of China and Siam sugar. 

3757a. Are there other articles that are peculiar to Siam ?—I do not know 
that I could name articles exclusively Siamese. Gamboge is an article which 
is not exactly peculiar to Siam, but it is chiefly brought from that country; 
it is a produce of Gambodia, as its name implies. 

3758flr. The question refers to the Malay Peninsula generally ?—-There 
are a great number of articles; pepper, teak-wood, tin, &c. 

37 59a. Is there any direct commercial intercourse with Siam ?—Several 
ships have gone there; there have been several American and English 
ships. 

3760a. To what ports ?—-To the port of Bankok, which is on the river 
that runs through a wide and extensive valley, and empties itself into the 
Gulf of Siam. 

376\a. Have British manufactures found their way into consumption in 
Siam?—Very largely. I do not know any people that consume British 
manufactures more largely, the population being considered, except probably 
the inhabitants of the island of Java. 


3762a. You 
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37 62a. You state that there are eighty or ninety junks trading between 25 March 1830. 
China and Siam; can you state what articles are carried in those junks ?— — 

A great variety of articles; sugar, pepper, gamboge, great quantities of " 

wood for furniture, hides, tin, bones of animals, which I believe are partly 
used as manure, and partly in the manufacture of certain utensils. 

3763a. What are the articles of British manufacture chiefly in demand 

there ?_Chintzes and white cloth, and woollens, and now a considerable 

quantity of cotton twist. 


Luna:, 29° die Mariii, 1830. 

ROBERT RICKARDS, Esq. again called in, and examined. 


29 March 1830. 


3764i<2 You presented, to the Committee & calculation of the prof t tind R, ilickctvds , 
loss of one year’s investment of the China trade in 1820-21, being the last 
year which you considered to be complete in the several items necessary to 
make up that charge; have you, since making up that account, made up a 
similar account for any other years of the fourteen to which the tables allude. 

_It appeared to me at my former examination, that there were some objec¬ 
tions made to the statement I then delivered in, in consequence of the 
amounts of tea purchased in China and the quantities sold m this country 
not corresponding. That induced me to refer again to the official docu¬ 
ments ; and I found, upon examination, that there were sundry years m 
those documents when the purchases and the sales more nearly agreed, 
have therefore got now with me three statements, one of which is for the 
first year of the series contained in the Tables No. 31, 32, and 33 of iapers, 

&c. 4th June 1829, or 1814-15 ; the other is for the last year of the senes, 
or 1827-8; and the other is an average of the whole period, lhe two first 
of these statements being for the first and last years of this period, and the 
Committee being in possession of a statement for one of the central years, 

I next cast up all the columns of the Tables 31, 32, and 33, and thence de¬ 
duced an average of the purchases, sales, and charges foi the whole period ; 
and the three statements, thus prepared, are delivered in as containing the 
results of this investigation. 

£ The witness delivered in the same, Nos. 1, 2, and 3, which were read, as 

follows .•] 


No. 1. 
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No. 1. 

Statement to show the apparent Result of the East-India Company s Tea Trade on the Quan¬ 
tity purchased in Canton in 1814-15, and a corresponding Quantity sold in 1815*16; and 
taking the Charges in China and in England at the same Amount as particularized in the 
official Document before referred to for 1820-21—( Vide Parliamentary Papers, 14th May 
1824.) 


Cost of 26,195,144 lbs. of tea ex- 
ported by the East India Com¬ 
pany from Canton to England in 
1814-15, as per No. 82 of 
“ Papers relating to the trade 
with India and China,” 4th June 

1829 .£1,743,081 

Freight and demurrage, as per 

No. 31 of do. do. 1,680,682 

Charges in China and England, as 

before. 618,849 


Profit. 


4,042,612 

60,056 

£ 4 , 102,668 


Interest on home bond-debt as per 
No. 21 of “ Papers relating to 
the finances of India, &c. Feb. 
1830,” for the year 1815-16.... 
Dividends on stock as per do.for do. 


235,967 

629,902 


£865,869 


Sale amount of 26,234,244 lbs. of 
tea in 1815-16, as per No. 33 of 
“ Papers relating to the trade with 
India and China,” 4th June 1829” £4,102,668 


Profit brought down,., 
Deficiency.... 


60,056 

805,813 

£865,869 


-In this Account the sale amount of tea, it will be observed, exceeds the quantity 
reported from China; but if five per cent, (as in the other statements) be allowed for 
wastage, and accordingly deducted from the sale-price, it will exhibit a loss on this account 
of £145,077 instead of the small profit above stated, and therefore make the whole 
deficiency £1,010,946. 


No. 2. 
















MiNisr^ 


• Gow. 
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No. 2. 

Statement to show the apparent Result of the East-India Company s Tea Trade, on the Quan¬ 
tity purchased in Canton in 1827-8, and a corresponding Quantity sold in 1838-9, and taking 
the Charges in China and England at the same Amount as particularized in the official 


Document for 1820-21. 

Cost in 1827-8 of 31,593,176 lbs of 
tea, exported by the East-India 
Company to England, as per 
No. 32 of “ Papers relating to 
the trade with India and China,” 

4th June 1829..£1,981,419* 

Freight and demurrage, as per 

No. 31 of ditto. 783,759 

Charges in China and England, as 
before. 618,849 


3,384,027 
Profit.. 143,030 


£3,527,057 


Sale amount of 30,269,508 lbs. of 
tea, in 1828-9, as per No. 41 of 
“ Papers relating to the trade of 
India and China,” February 1830, 
being a quantity (with the allow¬ 
ance of 5 per cent, for wastage) 
equal to that purchased in 1827-8 £3,527,057 f 


Interest on home debt for 1828-9, 
as per No. 21 of a Papers,” Ac. 

February 1830. 158,124 

Dividends on stock for ditto, as per 

ditto. 629 ,071 

£787,195 


Profit brought down. 143,030 

Deficiency. 644,165 

£787,195 


# It may be remarked of this sum, that 30,269,508 lbs. of tea, in the proportions given of 
the different sorts in the document of No. 41 above referred to, would, according to the prices 
of*the period quoted in the Canton Price-Current, cost £1,936,588: a sum so nearly correspond¬ 
ing with that in the above statement, that we may conclude the prices generally of the price- 
currents are those at which the Company’s purchases or contracts are made. 

f In No. 33 of “ Papers relating to the Trade with India and China,” the sale amount of 1828-9 
is stated at £3,286,272 on 28,230,383 lbs. This would exhibit an actual loss instead of profit, as 
compared with prime cost and charges. There is, indeed, a discrepancy in the official docu¬ 
ments as to the quantities of tea sold In this year, which the authorities at the India-House can 
alone explain. 

In No. 33 of Papers, Ac., as above, the quantity sold is stated to be. lbs . 28,230,383 

In No. 38 of the same Papers... 29,982,080 

In No. 41 of* the “ Papers,” February 1830. 30,269,502 

I have taken the larger quantity and sum, as above stated, from the Papers of .1830, as 
appearing to afford a more unobjectionable comparison with the quantity of tea purchased. The 
result is a small profit, but leaving an ultimate deficiency, as compared with “ interest on bond 
debt and dividends,” of more than the 'whole amount of the dividends. 

Of the item for freight and demurrage, it may be added, that if on further inquiry it should 
be found to contain Indian as well as Chinese freight, it may still not exceed the average of 
freights exclusively Chinese for a series of years; since the average of the commercial freights 
and demurrage given in No. 31 is no less in the fifteen years herein specified than £854,008. 
Any surplus, however, that may be included in the above-mentioned charge for freight and 
demurrage, would be counterbalanced by the avowed loss on exports to China, and other items 
of loss and charge which might be added to this account. 

3 P 
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No. 3. 
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29 March 1830. 


No, 3. 


B. RichardEsq. Statement to show the apparent Result of the Company's Tea Trade, calculated on an average 
of the Fourteen Years contained in the Tables, Nos. 31, 32, and 33 of “Papers relating to the 
Trade with India and China,” 4th June 1829, or from 1814-15 to 1827-8 inclusive, and 
taking the charges in China and England at the same amount as in 1820-2 L 


Cost of 28,129,230 lbs. of tea, being 
the average of the quantities ex¬ 
ported from Canton to England 
for fourteen years, as per No. 32 
of the “ Papers” referred to.... £1,819,788 
Average of the commercial freight 
and demurrage for the same pe¬ 
riod, as per No. 31 of the same 

Papers. 867,654 

Charges in China and in England, 
as before. 618,849 


3,306,291 
Profit..... 277,193 


£3,583,484 


Interest on home bond-debt, average 
of fifteen years, as per No. 21 of 
“ Papers relating to the Finances 
of India,” February 1830....... 177,352 

Dividends on stock, average of d°, 
as per d 0 d°... 630,572 

£807,924 


Sale amount of25,870,764]bs.oftea, 
being the average of fourteen 
years sales, as per Table No. 33 of 
the “ Papers,” &c. above referred 
to.. £3,583,484 


Profit brought down.... 277,193 

Deficiency. 530,731* 

£807,924 


N.B .—The difference between the export of tea from Canton and sale amount in England, is 
(after the usual allowance of 5 per cent, for wastage), 852,000 lbs., and the value thereof in 
proportion to the above prices about ; but this, or whatever stock may remain on 

hand at the end of each year, is carried to another account in the official papers here referred to, 
where it is credited as an asset against other charges and debts. 

An official account of the slocks on hand at the commencement and close of this period might 
throw further light on this subject, without in all probability materially affecting the final result. 

* This deficiency is independent of the loss by fire at Canton in 1822, amounting to £380,133, 
which must necessarily be included in a general statement of the China trade. 


37 65a. From what documents do you take the amount of charges on the 
trade to China in this account for 1814, seeing that the official documents 
before the Committee only give the details for one year, 1820-21 ?—From 
the same official documents from which I took it before, viz. for the year 
1820-21, contained in the Parliamentary Papers of the 14th of May 1824. 

3766(2. Then you assume that as the nearest to the actual amount which 
you are able to take ?—I am obliged to do so, because it is the only official 
statement of Charges I can find in the papers or accounts to which I have 

had 
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had access, and I therefore assume that the charges may be the same, or 
nearly the same, in each year. 

3767 a. Do you also in the estimate of 1827-8, take that amount of charge 
as the supposed charge in that year ?—It is the only one I have to refer to. 

3768 a. Do you consider that the amount of 1 deficiency stated in that 
paper is independent of losses by shipwreck or fire of the cargo P—Entirely ^ 

3769 a. Does not the insurance charged in 1821, of which you have as¬ 
sumed an average, provide for losses of that kin cl ? f or sea-risk I presume 
it does ; but not for the fire at Canton in 1822. 

3770 a. Are the Committee to understand, that the result of your examina¬ 
tion of the official documents before the Committee is, that whethei you take 
the year 1814-15, the year 1820-21, or the year 1827 - 8 , or the average of 
the whole number of fourteen years, the profits of the China trade have not 
been adequate to pay the interest of the bond-debts in England and the 
dividends on stock ?—In the three statements now delivered in and the 
statements I before delivered in to the Committee, 1 have given the best and 
the fairest view I can extract from the official documents referred to of the 
result of the Company’s China trade. If there is any error or omission in 
those documents, for such error or omission I am of course not responsible ; 
but supposing the official documents to be correct, or even nearly so, the re¬ 
sult, I conceive, must be admitted to be a strong corroboration of the abstract 
position I set out with on my first examination, which was that the profits of 
the Company’s concern were inadequate to _ the payment in England of the 
items I have inserted in these statements, videlicet, the interest on the home 
bond-debt, and the dividends on stock. As before mentioned, I do not pre¬ 
tend to deliver in these statements as perfectly accurate ; they may be liable 
to some deductions, but they are also liable to some additional charges. Of 
whatever adjustments, however, these accounts may be susceptible, the 
general conclusion 1 have drawn from them will not, I apprehend, he in¬ 
validated ; and if there is not a sufficiency of profit on the Company’s trade 
to pay the dividends on stock and the interest on their home bond-debt, the 
only inference is, as I stated in 1813, that these items of charge can be no 
otherwise defrayed than from borrowed money, or the territorial revenues of 
India. 

3771 a. Will you explain the principle upon which you have formed the 
statements you have delivered in ?— 1 he statements 1 delivered, in on my 
former examination related wholly to the China trade. I explained to the 
Committee at that time, that I placed the interest on the home bond-debt 
and the dividends on stock against the profits upon that trade, because 1 
take it to be the only source of profit to the East-India Company in their 
commercial concerns. The export trade to China, as I stated before, on 
official authority, was admitted to be a losing concern, averaging between 
£60,000 and £ 70,000 per annum. The trade to and from India was also 
admitted to be a losing concern j and as it was quite obvious that neither 
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dividends nor interest could be paid out of losses, I knew not where else to 
place this interest and dividends but against the profits upon the China trade. 

377Did you leave out territorial considerations altogether ?—My argu¬ 
ment is, that these items of charge are in fact paid out of the territorial profits. 

377 Sa. In those calculations, you have set the interest of the home bond- 
debt against the profits of the China trade ; but are you aware that the in¬ 
terest of the home bond-debt is a disputed charge between the territorial 
and the commercial departments ?—I know that the East-India Company 
state it to he doubtful what part belongs to the commerce, and what to the 
territorial department ; but I think it is quite obvious, from the general 
tenour of the accounts, that their home bond-debt can be only considered 
like the rest of their capital, as money originally raised for commercial pur¬ 
poses : and, therefore, the interest to be chargeable, in the same way as the 
dividends, on this branch of their concerns. This, too, 1 take to be the in¬ 
tention of the Act of the 53 Geo. III. sec. 57, by which interest and divi¬ 
dends are expressly chargeable, in the first instance, upon the commercial 
profits of the Company. It is only stated in a subsequent section, that 
where the profits are unequal to the payment of the dividends, they are to 
be paid out of the surplus territorial revenues of India. 

3774 (i. There appears in No. S3 of the Parliamentary Papers laid before 
this Committee by order of His Majesty, 1815, assets goods on hand, of the 
value of £5,006,359} and there appears on the 1 st of May 1829 , goods 
assets on hand, of the value of £5,597*959 ; is it not necessary to have the 
detail of the amount of tea on hand at those respective periods, as forming 
part of those assets, in order accurately to ascertain the correctness of your 
statement?—I have stated in a memorandum at the foot of this statement 
No. 3, that such an account would be desirable. 

377 5a. Will it not be necessary, with the same view, that you should have 
a detail of the commercial freight and demurrage charged in account No. 31 
of the Parliamentary Papers 285 of the year 1829, for the years 1814-15, 
1820-21, and 1827 - 8 , the years for which you have made up the accounts, 
in order to ascertain whether any and what portion of that aggregate 
charge belongs to the Indian trade ?—Certainly it would be desirable to 
have the details of freight, &c. for the whole period, in order to give a fair 
average thereof for the fourteen years included in my statement. 

S 776 a. Are the Committee to understand, that in your account you have 
taken the column headed “ Commercial Freight and Demurrage,” in account 
No. 31 ?—That, and that alone. 

3777 «. Do not you suppose that in the first years of that column a con¬ 
siderable part of this charge for freight and demurrage arises out of the 
Company’s freight to India ?—I explained in my former examination, that 
there were no documents which enabled me to separate the Indian from the 
Chinese freight $ neither does it appear clear from this table, No. 31, whether 
it is or is not intended to include the Indian freight. It is probable enough 
that it does include the Indian freights as well as the Chinese ; but having 

no 
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no official document to rest upon, I thought it best, as before explained, 29 March 1830. 
to take the figures as I found them in this document, and to state my reasons - 

for so doing, admitting at the same time the probability of the Indian freight u ’ ' l ' 

being included. Now if that freight is included, knowing as we do, that 
the East-India Company have oflate years taken up ships for India at the 
rate of from £9 to £12 a ton; and referring to another document in this 
collection, wherein the Indian tonnage for the year 1821 is given at some¬ 
where about 6,000 tons j it is therefore obvious that, in the case supposed, 
we should only have to deduct about £60,000 or £ 70,000 for Indian freight 
from the amount copied into my statement; and if so, this excess of charge 
may be .thought to be fully counterbalanced by the admitted loss on the 
Company’s export trade. 

3778 a. Will it be necessary that the Committee should have before them 
an account of the wastage or loss suffered by the Company on the importa¬ 
tion of their teas, with a view of ascertaining the accuracy of your accounts ? 

_That would be also desirable j for as there is no official document in these 

papers to show what the amount of that wastage is, it can only be taken on 
an estimate of what private individuals have sustained in the same course of 
trade. 

3779 a. You have made these calculations entirely from the Parliamentary 
Papers, without taking into consideration at what price the tale has been 
converted into the pound sterling?-—! have taken the whole cost of the teas 
in China at the rate stated in the official documents. 

3780 a. Would a considerable difference appear in the result of your cal¬ 
culations supposing the tale should have been estimated at 65 . 8 d., being 
only 6.s. in reality?—That would of course make a difference in the conver¬ 
sion of tales into sterling money ; but with that exchange I have nothing to 
do here. The prime cost of the tea to the Company is officially stated in 
No. 32 of these papers to be so many pounds sterling, and that amount I 
have taken ; in other words, I assume that the teas have actually cost the 
Company so many pounds sterling, because it is so officially certified. 

3781 a. In making that calculation, had you regard to the annual accounts 
laid before Parliament, of the statement of the commercial profits of the 
Company which are here consolidated in No. 21 of these papers ?—I. have 
looked at that account. 

3782 a. Do you believe that account to be correct from your examination ? 

—I dare say it is correct as far as it goes. It bears the official signature of 
Mr. Leach, and purports to be furnished from the India Board Office. 

3783 a. Does not that account show a profit to the Company upon their 
transactions ?—I cannot perceive it. 

3784a. Have the goodness to refer to No. 23, at the bottom of the page, 
where you will find a memorandum, which states, that the “ amount set apart 
from surplus commercial profits for liquidation of debt, subsequent to 1st 
May 1814, and not deemed repayable by the territory,” has amounted in 
several years to a very large sum ; altogether to £4,923,021 ?—I perceive a 

memorandum 
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2*9 March 1830. memorandum to that effect tacked to the bottom of the account No. 23; 

_ but I cannot find out where the profit comes from : it certainly does not 

R. Rickards, Esq. arise out of this account. 

3785a. Your evidence goes to state, that the dividend and the interest on 
the bond is paid out of the territorial revenues of India; whereas those 
accounts state, that the charges paid in England, on account of the territory, 
by the commercial branch, exceed the advances made in India to the com¬ 
mercial branch for the purpose of buying tea at Canton ?-—It is so stated in 
this memorandum. Profit is the balance of a commercial account, after a 
fair and full deduction of every description of charge, and there is no such 
account, that I can find, in this collection, to show a real profit upon the 
Company’s commercial concerns. 

3786a. Are you aware that it lias never been admitted on the part of the 
Company, that the interest of the bond-debts is chargeable upon the com¬ 
merce ?—I have seen it so stated; but my authority is the Act of Parlia¬ 
ment. 

3787a. Are you not aware, that the Company, in the accounts they pre¬ 
sented to Parliament, have regularly appended a note to reserve their 
claims to the bond-debt?—I have seen intimations to this effect. 

3788a. Are you aware that the China ships are employed sometimes in 
carrying out troops and stores ?—I am. 

3789a. Do you suppose that the freight and demurrage upon ships so 
employed is fairly to be taken as chargeable entirely upon the commercial 
account ?—Not on the commercial account. The political freight and de¬ 
murrage is stated separately in this very table, No. SI, viz. in die second 
column. 

3790a. You are understood to state, that after a strict examination of 
Paper No. 21, you cannot perceive that any profit arises to the Company 
upon their general trade ?—I cannot; neither can I find out whence this 
profit arises. The memorandum alluded to struck me at the time I fiist 
inspected these accounts ; and, upon examining the two next accounts, 24 
and 25, which may be considered as a kind of riders to the other general 
Account 23, for they also contain a general statement of the debts and 
assets of the East-India Company, the one as the same stood on the 1st of 
May 1815, and the other on the 1st of May 1828, a fresh difficulty pre¬ 
sented itself. In the first of those accounts, No. 24, after placing the whole 
of the assets against their debts, and estimating the former at their own 
valuation, there is a “balance deficient” stated in this account of £2,611,311, 
and on the account 1828 there is a “ balance deficient ” of £10,102,812, 
thus showing that the Company’s affairs have deteriorated, between 1815 
and 1828, in no less a sum than about seveu millions and a half sterling. 
These, therefore, are obviously not the accounts that would indicate any 
thing like profit in the Company’s concerns. 

3791a. A 
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3791a. What, in your estimation, would be the reduction in the price of 29 March 183a 
tea to the consumer in this country, if the Company’s monopoly were done 
away with ?—I stated that fully in my former examination. , 

379 ga. Would that reduction be effected by a saving in the price of 
shipping, or the original cost-price in Canton?—Both the one and the other. 

3793- In what degree?—I have given it in detail in the Statement (B) 
delivered in upon my former examination. 

3794 a. In the event of the monopoly ceasing, and supposing that in con- 
sequence of that the persons who now trade to China had recourse to smug¬ 
gling m uch more than it now exists, would not that diminish the disposition 
of ?he Chinese government to cultivate commercial relations with this 
country?—It does not appear to me that the opening the trade to China 
would increase the disposition to smuggling. There are only certain articles 
the import or export of which are prohibited m China. One of those 
articles; opium, for example, I conceive to be of such indispensable necessity 
to the Chinese of all ranks, that it would be imported in despite of any 
duties or laws to the contrary ; but with regard to all other articles of tiade, 

I see no reason why smuggling should be increased from the circumstance 
of the trade being opened ; or if it did increase in consequence of enormous 
duties or unjust laws, the Chinese government, with whom alone the regula¬ 
tion of this matter rests, would doubtless modify the system as soon as they 
should find it to be for their own interest to do so. 

3795 a. Would not you say that the smuggling is at present of less con¬ 
sideration to the Chinese government than it would be lf tr ade were 
thrown open ?—As far as I am acquainted with the China tiade, I do not 
believe that smuggling is a subject of so much consequence in the estimation 
of the Chinese government as it appears to be in ours, or else that they would 
take more effective measures for preventing it. l here is no doubt that the 
Chinese authorities connive at the importation of opium into China, lhey 
are generally understood secretly to sanction it; besides which, a despotic 
government, like that of China, cannot fail to benefit itself m a variety of 
ways besides that of collecting legal duties. 

3796 a. Will you explain your reasons for thinking that, in case of the 
competition of an open trade, the cost-price of teas would be ^wermChma. 

—The Company, as it appears from the records in print, are in the habit, ol 
disposing of certain quantities of exports from this country, woollens, (or 
example,’ to the Hong merchants-, and they require the Hong merchan^ 
who enter into contracts with them for teas, to take certain quantities of those 
articles in proportion to the amount of teas contracted lor. It is veiy 
natural that the supercargoes should require as large a price as possible 
for the articles thus disposed of to the Hong merchants; but the latter pre¬ 
tend, at least, that on the re-sale of the articles they are subject to loss. In 
proportion, therefore, as they give high, or (as they say) to them, osin^ 
prices for the articles they take from the Company, they will as^na- 
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29 March 1830. turally demand higher prices for their teas in return. The Company’s 
- transactions with the Hong merchants are thus virtually a trade of barter. 

R. Rickards, Esq. I have therefore no doubt in my own mind, that if the trade was thrown 
open, and tire teas purchased for real ready-money prices by private mer¬ 
chants, they would be enabled to procure this article, if not immediately, at 
least in the course of a short time, at a cheaper rate than it is now paid for 
by the India Company. 

3797^. Then the export of British manufactures from this country to 
China to that extent would cease ?—My impression is, that the export would 
be incalculably increased, and that for the reasons 1 have explained in my 
former examination. 

3798a. You are understood to state, that those articles now exported 
appear to be taken by compulsion ?—In the case I have supposed of free 
trade, there could be neither compulsion nor undue influence used. A 
private merchant must sell his goods for what he can get; if he cannot get 
a high price for those goods he must take a lower one. 

3799a. Are the goods much in demand in China after they are sold to the 
Hong merchants by the East-India Company?—I conceive they are; but 
the Hong merchants are obliged to take them at a higher price than they 
themselves admit to be profitable to them. 

3800a. Do they- take them at a higher price than is given to the American 
importers ?■—I have no access to American sales; but the Idong merchants, 
so far as we can learn from public records, state, or at least it has been 
stated for them, that they are losers by the woollens and metals they have 
taken at the Company’s prices; it is therefore natural to conclude, that if 
they have been losers, they will put that loss upon the tea which tbe Com¬ 
pany require to take from them in return. 

3801a. Have you examined the prices of teas at Canton sufficiently to be 
able to say whether the merchants of other countries purchased them at a 
lower cost price than the Company?—I know that some private merchants 
have; those that have brought home tea in the privileged tonnage of the 
Company’s ships. 

3802a. Can you state whether it is the case with the American trade ?—I 
have no document at hand to prove it; and I am unwilling to advance any 
thing as a fact without adequate authority; but I may add, that I have 
generally understood it to be the case. 

3803a. Do you happen to know the rate of freight at which the East- 
India Company now charter their ships for a direct voyage to and from 
China?—I can only state that too from general information; because there 
is no official document for it in the papers now before me, but it is gene¬ 
rally understood that the Company’s large ships cost them from £20 to £25 
a ton, including- the Company’s own ships, and taking into account the whole 
period of their present charter. At present the rate of freight is, I believe, 
somewhat lower. 


3804a. Do 
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3804a. Do you mean the ships now contracted for ?—Yes ; 1 mean the 
whole fleet of 1200-ton ships. 

3805a. Will you be good enough to state the rate of freight at which you 
think you could yourself charter a first-rate merchant ship from this country 
for a voyage to Canton and back ?—I have never, of course, had occasion to 
freight a ship from England to Canton and back ; but I have no doubt that 
it may be done at the rate of about £12 per ton for the whole voyage. 
Besides which, if the trade were free, many ships would make successful 
voyages to India, the Eastern islands or other parts, and thence to China; 
in which cases £8 to £10 per ton would amply remunerate them as a home¬ 
ward freight. 

3806a. Do you conceive that the articles of British manufacture imported 
into China from this country are sold there at a lower rate by the Americans 
than the same articles imported into China by the Company ?—That I 
cannot tell, never having seen the account sales of an American consign¬ 
ment; but I conclude that they have ufton the whole sold them at a profit; 
because otherwise, I think, they would not have carried on so large a trade 
as they have done for such a length of time. 

3807a. Do you conceive the Company have fixed too high a price upon 
those articles ?—I cannot positively tell what the actual price of the Com¬ 
pany is, compared with the prime cost of the article, without seeing official 
documents for the purpose ; but whatever that price is, the Company have 
of themselves stated that it has been attended with regular loss to them. 

3808a. And yet you consider that the reason of the high price of tea, as 
purchased by the Company, is the high price which they place on articles of 
British manufacture exported by them to China, by which, according to 
your account, they are losers?—The prices for which the woollens are sold 
in China may produce the effect which I have explained on the price of tea, 
and yet be very possibly a losing concern to the East-India Company; for 
the prices of the Company's teas, and the gain or loss on their exports, are 
not regulated by a common ratio or measure. Those exports, in addition 
to prime cost, being loaded with certain charges, might be sold to the Hong 
merchants at a price which would either yield a gain or a loss to the East- 
India Company. In the present instance, it is stated to be a loss ; and I do 
not myself see how that loss is to be at all mixed up with the prices which 
the Hong merchants charge on the tea to the Company. The price of the 
tea will be affected by the actual prices charged on the woollens to the Hong 
merchants, whether that be gain or loss to the Company. 

3809a. You are understood to state, that the reason why the East-India 
Company purchased their tea so disadvantageously, in your opinion, is on 
account of their compelling the Houg merchants to purchase their English 
manufactures at the high rate which they choose to affix upon them ?—I 
have stated that as one cause ; that is, that the actual prices, not the gain or 
loss, on the woollens, would naturally affect the price of tea: but I have no 
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doubt, also, that if' the trade to Canton was thrown open, and free competi¬ 
tion allowed between buyers and sellers, that free competition would have 
the effect of increasing production and of lowering prices, in the same way 
that competition produces the same effect in all other parts of the world, and 
in all other branches of trade. 

3810a. Does not this competition, in point of fact, at present exist with 
respect to other nations trading at this time in competition with the East- 
India Company?—There are no other nations that trade to China to any 
extent, that I am aware of, except the Americans; and the Americans 
cannot carry goods to China upon the same favourable terms that British 
traders could do, if they were freely admitted into the trade. I therefore 
think that the present prices of teato the Company admit of no fair com¬ 
parison with the rates at which they could be procured by British traders, if 
they were allowed free access to the port at Canton. 

3811a. In what respect do the Americans now trading suffer disadvantages 
which would not be applicable to the English free-traders, supposing the 
trade were thrown open ?—I explained that fully in my former examination. 
I explained how the facilities which British and Indian traders could reci¬ 
procally give to each other by means of free access to the port of Canton, 
was, in my estimation at least, a matter of so much national importance as to 
be entitled to the most serious consideration. The superior advantages hence 
resulting to British traders would not be confined to advantages over Ame¬ 
ricans alone, but over all the other traders of the world; and not only in 
respect of Canton itself, but for the conveyance of produce, both British and 
Asiatic, to various other countries. 

3812a. Do you consider that there can be a free competition of trade 
carried on at Canton ?—I have not the least doubt of it. 

3813a. And that the establishment of the Hong would form no obstacle to 
such free competition ?—From all that I have heard of the Hong merchants in 
China, and their disposition towards the free-traders who proceed from India 
to China, I cannot for a moment doubt their willingness to promote, and not 
to obstruct, a perfectly free trade with Canton. 

3814a. Do you consider that the articles of British manufacture which are 
found the most saleable at Canton, could be sold at a lower rate than they 
are, in point of fact, sold by the East-India Company, and still at a remune¬ 
rating price ?—I think they might. 

3815a. Is it to be collected from the answer you have already given, that 
you consider dollars to be the article with which the trade can be most 
advantageously carried on with regard to the trade at Canton ?—At present 
it is commonly supposed that dollars are the article most to be depended on 
for the purpose of purchasing commodities in the China market. In certain 
proportions they are perhaps the most advantageous under the present limited 
circumstances of the trade; but if the trade was thrown open, I conceive 
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that a great change would take place in the general course thereof, much 
the same as has taken place in India. Formerly it was thought necessary to — 

carry bullion to India fat present we find that there is no necessity for con- *• 
veying either gold or silver to India; that goods will answer as well, and in 
some cases better; and I do conceive that, in the course of perhaps the 
same time which has been occupied in giving a taste to the Indians tor 
British manufactures, the same effect will probably be produced upon the 

1"11 fl Q SO 

3816a. Do you mean to say that, at this time, any other cargo will be an 
equally profitable investment in the Indian trade with dollars r Certainly I 

do; I say that from perfect knowledge of the fact. 

3817a. Has the export trade to India been uniformly a profitable one?—- 
I do not say uniformly. In all great branches of trade, like that which 
exists between England and India, there must inevitably be losses. I believe 
there is no other great branch of trade, out of Great Britain, in which losses 
are not equally experienced ; but I do say that, upon the whole, the export 
trade to India has been profitable to those concerned in it. I could myself 
state instances where I know that consignments of goods from this country 
to Bombay have yielded a profit of upwards of 50 per cent. 

3818a. Do you conceive that any portion of those losses has accrued from 
consignments of dollars to India?—No; my position is, that dollars are not 
now sent to India; and certainly no consignment of dollars would ever yield 
such a profit as I have before stated. 

3819a. Are you not aware of many severe losses incurred in the expoit 
trade to India ?—I have heard of losses, and I have no doubt that many 
losses have been incurred, but 1 am not particularly acquainted with any. 

3820a. Are you not aware of many consignments of European goods to 
Calcutta having been sold under European prime cost on many occasions — 

In large branches of trade, like that between India and England, consign¬ 
ments will be often sent to India that are ill calculated for the Indian market 
At the first opening of the trade, several manufacturers in this country, and 
other speculators, anxious to get rid of old stocks, sent out those stoe s _o 
India, in utter ignorance as to whether they were or were not fit for the 
Indian market. Many of those consignments certainly sold at a considerable 
loss; but where goods are sent out to India well suited to the maiket (and 
many of such goods have passed through my own hands), 1 know, and speak 
positively, to their being attended with profit to the consignois. 

3821a. Do you consider that the losses which may have taken place m the 
export trade from England to India have been more or less than the fosses 
which have taken place in other branches of export trade ?—When 00 
at the return of the export trade from England to India, and the enoimous 
increase that has taken place since 1813, 1 cannot conceive the possibmt} o 
that trade in the aggregate being otherwise than profitable. 

3 q 2 3822a. Is 
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,, „ years, and even now, considerable quantities of bullion are brought, from 

iruir.% sq. India to Great Britain ?—Certainly it is. And this is another marked change 
in the history of European intercourse with India. 

3823a. Can you state what proportion of the export trade from this country 
has consisted of cotton ?—I could not state it from recollection, or without 
referring to official documents; but the quantities are upon record, and I 
believe on the table of the Committee. 

3824#. Do you know that the price of those articles has been greatly 
reduced in this country since the trade was partially opened ?—I do know it. 

3825a. Has not that been the means of spreading our manufactures in 
India to the detriment of the manufactures in that country ?—It has been 
the means of widely spreading the use of British manufactures. 

3826a. Have not the muslins of Glasgow superseded, in a great degree, 
muslins the manufacture ot India?—I hey have j but, according to my view 
ol the case, greatly to the advantage of India 

3827«. Did you ever hear that half a million of weavers were thrown out of 
employment in the Dacca district?—Such is the poverty of the lower classes 
of Bengal, as well as in other parts of the country, that we know on the best 
authority that the weavers there are, as elsewhere, also cultivators of the 
soil; or, as they are commonly termed, ryots ; and in as far as their attention 
is now confined, or can be confined, to one branch of business instead of 
being devoted to two, I conceive that the change will be greatly for their 
advantage. If, in the interim, the inhabitants of India can get Glasgow muslins 
at a cheaper rate than they can Dacca muslins, there can be no question 
about tlie policy of encouraging the import. 

3828a. Do you think that it would be of advantage to India that the whole 
of that class of weavers should be deprived of their employment?—I think 
that India is now in that state in which it would be most for its advantage to 
have its industry directed to the raising of raw produce, instead of to the 
production of dear manufactures. 

3820a. And to have no manufactures ?—If the native Indians can be 
supplied with manufactures at a cheaper rate by England than they can 
manufacture them at home, I think it is decidedly for their advantage to 
take our manufactures in preference. 

3830a. Can you state how many millions of weavers there are in India ? 
—I cannot. 

3831a. Do not you know that they are a very numerous class ?—They are 
a numerous class; but the larger proportion of them are, as I said before, 
cultivators also. 

3832a. You have stated, that in your opinion the great introduction of 
cotton manufactures into India has superseded the manufactures of India ; 
do you suppose that the government of China would allow the introduction 

of 
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of articles into that country which should supersede the manufactures of their 
own inhabitants?—The government of China would, in my opinion, act very 
absurdly, if they interpose their authority to prevent the introduction of a 
commodity into China which was to benefit their own subjects, and improve 
their own revenue. 

3833a. From your knowledge of the government of China, whether 
absurdly or not, do you believe that they would interpose to prevent the 
large introduction of such manufactures?—I know nothing of the present 
intentions or motives of the government of China. I can only reason on 
the improbability of the thing, from its being so obviously at variance with 
the interest not only of the people, but of the government itself. 

3834a. Supposing they were so disposed to act in the manner suggested 
by the question, do you think, if it were for the interest of the consumers to 
obtain cheap manufactures, that the government of China could prevent 
the introduction of manufactures into that country?—I have always con¬ 
sidered the Chinese to be so truly a commercial and industrious a people, 
that if any injurious laws or regulations of that nature existed in China, they 
would, as they have done with regard to opium and dollars, most completely 
set them at nought. 

3835a. Supposing the ryots in India were entirely to abandon the occu¬ 
pation of weaving, what effect do you conceive that would have upon the 
agriculture of that country ?—Under certain modifications of the agricultural, 
or rather revenue systems of India, I think it would have a very beneficial 
effect upon the state of agriculture generally. It would tend to the raising 
of various articles of raw produce in greater abundance than at present j and 
this is an object to which the Indians, in their present low state of civilization 
and wealth, might have their attention directed with the greatest prospect of 
benefit to themselves. 

3836a. Are there not opportunities of improving the agriculture of India, 
both by extending the quantity of surface under cultivation, and also by im¬ 
proving the methods of cultivation upon that which is already cultivated ?— 
The countries that we possess in India are, generally speaking, of the most 
fertile and productive kind; but the system ot agriculture is bad in the 
extreme, and the wretchedness of the people equally so. Under a different 
system, and with improved resources, the agriculture of India would be 
extended not only over larger surfaces of country, but also very much im¬ 
proved in those parts of it which are now in a productive state. 

3837 a. In the most fertile parts of India are there not very considerable 
portions of country which are not now cultivated at all?—There is a great 
deal of waste land, which under a different system might be brought into 
cultivation; but I think that the cultivation of those lands and districts 
which are now occupied and worked, might be materially improved by the 
application of capital, if the means were only granted for its natural accu¬ 
mulation. India now produces many articles of great importance andmost 
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- ment, of extending these supplies to meet any demand that might arise for 

Rickards, Esq. t ] iein here. 

3838a. Then you conceive that the first improvement in agriculture would 
be to improve the cultivation of those lands which are now cultivated by the 
application of additional capital, rather than by bringing waste lands into 
cultivation?—Probably it Would. I allude, however, to the advantages 
which would result, in either or both cases, from free intercourse and the 
accumulation of capital. The preference of one to the other would depend, 
in many instances, upon local circumstances and the vicinity to markets. 

8889a. Is it not the fact, that at the present moment European manufac¬ 
tures are admitted into China by the Chinese government ?—They are. 

3840a. Are you aware, whether or not it is considered the policy of the 
Chinese government to exclude any species of British manufacture ?-—I 
am not aware of any regulation or law to that effect. I know that British 
manufactures are annually exported from this country to Canton. 

3841a. Are there not some laws excluding the export of their own manu¬ 
factures ?—There are laws prohibiting the export of silver. 

3842a. Do you not conceive that the course of trade now carried on 
between the Company’s Factory at Canton and the Hong merchants resolves 
itself very much into a trade of barter?—Virtually it does, certainly, as 
I have explained in a former answer. 

3843a. And therefore the prices of the British manufactured commodity 
on the one hand, and of the tea on the other, may be arbitrary prices, and 
not regulated by the prices in; the market ?—Certainly. 

3844a. Would not that explain, to a great degree, the losses which the 
Company state themselves to sustain upon the sale of woollens, and might it 
not enhance the gains which they are stated to derive upon the sale of tea 
in this country?-—If the prime cost of tea was raised in China in conse¬ 
quence of this barter trade, it would rather diminish their profit in this 
country than increase it. A high prime cost in China would, however, oc¬ 
casion a higher upset price in the sales in this country. 

3845a. As long as the trade is a trade of barter, is it not difficult to say 
upon which part of the trade a gain or loss ensues?—It would be difficult, 
I think, to state the actual amount of loss on either side, as between the 
sale of one article and the purchase of another, but no difficulty in ascer¬ 
taining the aggregate amount of loss on the whole adventure. 

3846a. You are aware that the Chinese manufacture a great deal of 
cotton into cloths of various descriptions in China ?—I am. 

3847a. Is it within your knowledge, that the East-India Company have 
very recently sent British manufactured cotton, cloths to Canton ?—It is so 
stated in the official documents. 
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8848a, Would you infer from that, that there can be any disposition on 
the part of the Chinese to exclude the manufactured cotton cloths of this 
country from China?—I cannot form a conception of the Chinese being 
averse to receive an article into China, which is so perfectly consonant with 
their own wants and their own habits. 

JOHN CRAWFURD, Esq. again called in, and examined. 

3849a. Have you any further information to offer to the Committee in 
addition to the evidence you gave on a former day ?—I was asked respect¬ 
ing the freights from China to Sincapore: I have got a short paper upon 
that subject which I will read ; it is a statement of the freight in Chinese 
junks in the year 1821. —In a voyage from Saigun, in Cambodia, to Sinca¬ 
pore, the rates of freight in junks are as follows : For fine goods, such as 
cotton and silk manufactures, 10 in 100; for tea, 10 in 100; sugar 20 in 
100; rice, 40 in 100. From Amoy and Fokien to Sincapore, the freight 
paid for black tea is 1 dollar 40 cents per pecul, equal to between one half¬ 
penny and three farthings per pound. 

I have also a statement of the particulars of the cargo of a junk from 
Amoy in Fokien, which arrived at Sincapore on the 25th January 1824, 
after a voyage of thirteen days, burthen between 200 and 250 tons ; it is 
as follows: Earthenware, of 32 different sizes and patterns, 660,250 pieces; 
flooring tiles, 10,000; coping stones, 200; black varnished paper umbrella,s, 
12,000; variegated ditto, 3,000; pastry, 50 boxes; confectionery, 166 
boxes ; dried fruit, 60 boxes; kin-chin, a kind of esculent plant, 12 bundles; 
dried fungus, esculent, 6 boxes; dried mushrooms, 6 boxes ; dried fruit, 40 
baskets ; sugar-candy, 50 boxes; vermicelli, 8 boxes; salt fish, 5 baskets; 
kanlan, a fruit somewhat resembling an olive, and pickled in salt, 100 jars; 
medicines, 10 bags; silk shoes, 10 boxes; cloth ditto, 10 boxes; straw 
ditto 5 boxes ; incense rods, 20 boxes; lamp-oil, 10 casks; tobacco, for the 
market of Celebes, 850 boxes; ditto, for the use of the Chinese residents, 
220 boxes; combs, 10 boxes; hair pencils, 1 box; dry salted vegetables, 
40 jars: pickled ditto, 400 jars; nankeens, 100 bales; ditto 20 boxes; 
gold laced thread, 20 boxes ; tea, 110 boxes. The total value of the cargo 
was estimated at 60,000 Spanish dollars, or near £13,000. 

The next statement I have is the estimated value of the cargoes of four 
Chinese junks which arrived at Sincapore in 1824 and 1825. In the Canton 
junk which arrived at Sincapore in 1824, the value of the cargo was 75,000 
dollars, burthen 600 tons. In a junk of Amoy, of the same year, the value 
of the cargo was 60,000 dollars, burden 225 tons; of a Canton junk that 
arrived in 1825, the value of the cargo was 20,000 dollars, and her burthen 
37 5 tons, and the number of her passengers 67 O. In the Amoy junk that 
arrived in 1825, the value of the cargo was 100,000 dollars, her burthen 476 
tons, and the number of her passengers 625. 
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I have also the particulars of the cargo of a Siamese junk which arrived 
at Sincapore in 1824 ; they are as follows: White sugar, 1,350 peculs, the 
value of which, at 6 Spanish dollars 50 cents per pecul, was 8,775 dollars ; 
coarse sugar, 80 peculs, at two dollars 06 cents, value 212 dollars ; line rice, 
20 koyans, at 68 dollars, 1,360 dollars; coarse rice, 25 koyans, at 55 dollars, 
1,375 dollars; salt, 20 koyans, at 27 dollars, 540 dollars; oil, cocoa-nut, 
150 peculs, at five dollars 66 cents, 849 dollars ; sticlac, 150 peculs, at 13 
dollars, 1,850 dollars; nankeens, large, 1,000 pieces, at 60 dollars per 100 
600 dollars; tobacco, 25 peculs, at 16 dollars per pecul, 400 dollars; salt 
fish, 50 peculs, at five dollars, 250 dollars; the total amount of Spanish 
dollars is 16,212. 

JOHN STEWART, Esq., a Member of the Committee, was examined. 

3850a. How often have you been in China, and during what years ?—I 
have been in China seven times. I first went to China in the year 1800. 
I was also there in 1803, in 1804, in 1805, in 1806, and in 1807-8 ; and I 
was there also in 1817* 

5851a. Had you extensive dealings with the Hong and outside merchants 
when you were there ?—I had, during several of the years I have mentioned ; 
in some of the years I had no dealings with them. 

3852a. Will you state what opinion you have formed of them as a com¬ 
mercial people, or an anti-commercial people ?—From the intercourse I have 
had with the Chinese at Canton, I certainly consider them a people of very 
great commercial enterprize, although I believe the policy of the Chinese 
government is against extending the foreign commerce of the country. 

3853a. Have you not visited almost every port of India?—I have. 

3854a. Will you state to the Committee what comparative facility for 
transacting business, with reference either to the captain of a ship or to the 
merchant, there is at Canton, compared with the Facility at Madras, Bombay, 
or Calcutta?—I think the facilities afforded by the Chinese for the transac¬ 
tion of commercial business at Canton are decidedly greater than at any 
other port of the world that I have ever visited. 

3855a. Were you present at Canton at any time when the commercial in- 
tercourse was interrupted between the Company and the Chinese ? Yes ; I 
was there in 1807 or 1808, when it was suspended in consequence of 
Admiral Drury taking possession of the island of Macao. 

38 56a. Will you state how the interruption began, and what were the 
consequences arising out of it?—Admiral Drury arrived at Macao, on the 
coast of China, I think, about the month of August or September 1808, and 
he landed a military force from his squadron, including some transports he 
had under his charge, and took possession of the island of Macao, with the 
consent, as I understood, of the Portuguese, who surrendered it on some 

understanding between the two nations. Immediately on this being made 
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known at Canton, the Chinese government insisted upon our troops being 
withdrawn, which was refused, and they immediately put a stop to all com¬ 
mercial intercourse with the British, and declared their determination not 
to renew any commercial intercourse with them until our troops were with¬ 
drawn from Macao. 

3857#. Did they actually suspend all commercial intercourse with 
English ships ?—Entirely so, both with the country ships and with those 
of the East-India Company ; and on that occasion, I think, the suspension 
continued for a period of four or five months, to the best of my recol¬ 
lection. 

3858#. Had the Company’s supercargoes any thing to do with the cause 
of that interruption ?—Yes; it was understood that they had: indeed I had 
reason to know that the expedition was sent by the supreme government of 
India to take possession of Macao, in consequence of an opinion that the 
French had an intention of that sort, and the expedition was sent to antici¬ 
pate the supposed intentions of the French. Admiral Drury came to China 
with orders from Lord Exmouth, who at that time commanded in chief in 
the Indian seas, to act in concert with the Select Committee of Supercargoes 
at Canton, and that he was not to adopt any measures that did not meet 
with their concurrence ; that fact I have heard Admiral Drury repeat him¬ 
self frequently on that occasion. 

3859#. How was that interruption terminated ?—During the four or five 
months that the trade was suspended, negociations were constantly going on 
between the Chinese authorities, and the British admiral and the Select 
Committee, and also between the Chinese authorities and commanders of the 
country ships, and the trade was not renewed until the whole of the troops 
were withdrawn. It ended in the admiral withdrawing the whole of the 
troops from Macao, and returning with them to India; and as soon as the 
troops were embarked the trade was re-opened. 

3860#. Were you at Canton all that period?—I was there during the 
whole of that time. 

3861#. Had you any opportunity of knowing how the Chinese merchants 
considered that interruption ?—They considered it as a very great grievance; 
and I had occasion to know that it produced a great deal of misery and 
distress amongst the Chinese merchants and to the trade in general. I had 
on that occasion very large consignments of goods in my own hands; 
I think I had that year four or five ships and their cargoes consigned to me 
at Canton. At the period that the suspension of commercial intercourse 
took place, some of those cargoes had been sold, and some had not: those 
that had been sold previously were sold at very fair prices; but when I 
came to negotiate a sale of what remained on hand, after the trade was re¬ 
opened, I found that the prices were greatly fallen, and that the ability of 
the purchasers to make good those prices had also been materially impaired, 
in consequence of the suspension of the commercial intercourse that had 
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taken place. I was, in fact, in that year obliged to quit Canton, leaving a 
very large amount of money there belonging to my constituents, which 
I found myself utterly unable to recover that season. 

3862 ( 7 . Did this interruption of trade affect the American ships as well as 
the British ships ?—Not at all. 

3863a. Did they continue to carry on their trade during this inter¬ 
ruption of the British trade without any difficulty ?•—Yes, without any diffi¬ 
culty. 

3864a. Is it your opinion that the Chinese government would find it very 
difficult to put an end to the foreign commerce with England ?—I think 
they could do it; but I am of opinion that if the Chinese government were 
to put. an end to that commerce, it would produce great misery and distress 
in China, particularly at Canton, where it is carried on. 

3865a. Would the government, in your opinion, be strong enough to 
accomplish the putting an end to the trade?—My opinion is, that an edict 
of the emperor of China might be so enforced as to put a stop to all the 
regular foreign trade carried on with China; but I do not think that the 
Chinese government could prevent smuggling being continued on the coast 
of China, even if they put a stop to the regular trade. 

3866a. Then you do not mean to say that you think the Chinese govern¬ 
ment would have power to put a final stop to the progress of the trade ?—■ 
No; I think that a smuggling trade would be carried on on the coast oi 
China to a very considerable extent, in spite of any act that the Chinese 
government might adopt. 

3867a. Do you then infer that it would only change the character of the 
trade from a legal trade.to an illegitimate one ?—It would also have the effect 
of diminishing it very considerably. I do not think that the smuggling trade 
alone could be carried on to the same extent to which the legal trade and 
the smuggling trade together are carried on now. 

3868a. Would the distress arising from such a prohibition be much felt in 
the interior as well as in Canton ?—I do not feel competent to answer that 
question, not having been in the interior; but I suppose in the tea provinces 
it would be very severely felt, in consequence of the interruption that must 
necessarily take place to their export of tea. 

3869a. Do you think that if this interruption of the trade took place, a 
place would not be found out in the neighbourhood of Canton to carry 
on the commercial transactions as they now carry them on at Canton, par¬ 
ticularly in the tea trade ?—If the trade were put a stop to by the Chinese 
government it would prevent any ship from being admitted into a port of 
China. 

3870a. Do you think the trade could be carried on in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Canton, in any of the islands ?—Yes j I imagine that tea might be 
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conveyed, and in all probability would be conveyed, to the islands on the 
coast of China: it might be smuggled from thence, or it might be sent in 
Chinese vessels to the islands in the Eastern Archipelago, and could be 
exported from thence. 

3871 a. Would it be sufficient to supply the wants of this country ?—If the 
Chinese permitted the export of tea in their own vessels, I am decidedly of 
opinion that a sufficient quantity might in that way be exported from China 
to supply the wants of all Europe. 

3872 a. Do you suppose that they would do that under such circumstances? 

_I think they would. The Chinese are a people of great commercial enter- 

prize, and I think would be disposed to send tea wherever they could find a 
sale for it with advantage. 

3873a. Have you not stated that the people are a people of commercial 
enterprize, but that a spirit of jealousy might exist on the part of the govern¬ 
ment?—! stated, that the people are a people of great commercial enterprize, 
though I have understood that the policy of the Chinese government is averse 
to extending its foreign commerce. 

3874 a. Do you understand that policy on the part of the Chinese govern¬ 
ment to have any reference to the extension of their trade in Chinese junks 
with the Indian ‘Archipelago, or to be limited to the trade of European ves¬ 
sels within the waters of China ?—I have understood that the Chinese govern¬ 
ment is averse to foreign commerce, even in their own vessels, and that they 
discourage the subjects of their own empire from going abroad at all, or 
from engaging in foreign trade. 

3875 a. Have you known any cases in which Chinese of high rank at 
Canton have been engaged in foreign commerce ?—I have not. 

3876 a. Have you ever known any instance of a person wishing to emigrate, 
or wishing to carry on foreign commerce, being prevented by the^Chmese 
authorities ?—No, I never have. When any Chinaman wishes to leave 
China in a British ship, he is obliged to do it by stealth ; it would be pie- 
vented if it were known. I have had occasion to know this, as Chinese are 
sometimes employed as seamen in British ships. 

3877 a. From your knowledge of the India trade generally, what do you 
consider would be the eflect of opening the trade at Canton to the British 
generally ?—I think the effect of it would be very favourable, especially as 
regards the export of British manufactures and produce, which, in my 
opinion, would, under such circumstances, be consumed in China to a very 
great extent indeed, in the course of a very few years. 

3878 a. What is the ground of that opinion ?—The ground of the opinion 
is, that woollens and metals are articles of very considerable demand amongst 
the Chinese. Metals of every description are much required in China, and 
the exportation of them is strictly prohibited, except lead; that, I believe, 
is the only metal allowed to be exported. I conceive, therefore, that China 
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would take off a great deal of iron, copper, and tin, also of woollens and of 
cotton manufactured piece-goods and cotton yarns, the consumption of all 
which is now on the increase in China, as I have reason to know. 

3879m Are the Committee to understand, that whatever amount of 
manufactures could be exported, there would be plenty of Chinese produce 
to bring back in return, and that there would be no difficulty in remitting 
money to England ?—No difficulty, in my opinion, if the trade were per¬ 
fectly open, as from the varied productions of China, it would afford ample 
means of profitable returns, or, at all events, of returns without loss, to 
almost any extent. 

3880a. What effect, in your opinion, would be produced on the general 
commerce of India by the opening of the trade between China and England 
direct ?—It no doubt would be very favourable to India ; it would increase 
very considerably the exports from British India to China, because then we 
should be enabled to make our returns profitably from China direct to this 
country, which is a channel that we very much require to be opened, instead 
of making returns, as at present, exclusively to India, and in articles that do 
not always sell to a profit there. 

888 la. Would not that promote the exportation of all kinds of British 
manufactures from England to India, which are much limited by the want 
of means of remittance ?—It would no doubt have that effect. 

S882a. From what you know of the character of the Chinese government, 
would you contemplate the opening of the trade at Canton without some 
established board or authority to represent the British government there ?—* 
I am of opinion that if the trade were open, it would be necessary that a 
body should be constituted at Canton, with ample powers to exercise a most 
rigid and effectual control over every British subject going to China. 

3888a. Do not the Select Committee of the Company at Canton now ex¬ 
ercise that authority over all their officers and seamen ?—They do j they 
have ample power of doing so by Act of Parliament. 

3884a. Do you contemplate any greater authority to be exercised over 
Englishmen generally, than the Company have now over their own servants? 
—No ; I should think that no greater authority would be requisite. I think 
their powers are very ample, and they extend to all British subjects, as 
well as to the servants of the Company. 

3885a. Do you consider that the substitution of a Committee deputed by 
the King would be attended to more than the Select Committee from the 
Company now?—Yes; I am of opinion that it would be more respected by 
the Chinese authorities than the servants of the East-India Company. 

3886a. On what do you ground that opinion ?—A circumstance occurred 
in China with Admiral Drury, when I was there, which may illustrate what 
I have stated, although my opinion is not exclusively grounded upon it. 
During the negotiations that were going on with Admiral Drury on that 
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occasion, he was very anxious to have a personal interview with the Viceroy 
of Canton, all their communications having previously been carried on 
through the medium of the Hong merchants. It was at one time under¬ 
stood that the objections of the Viceroy to this personal interview had been 
overcome, and it was intimated to Admiral Drury that the Viceroy was dis¬ 
posed to receive him. In consequence of this, Admiral Druiy came up ft) 
Canton, accompanied by boats from every ship in the fleet. I was one of 
those that attended him on that occasion, when he landed with a consider¬ 
able number of marines at Canton; but after being there two days the 
Viceroy refused to receive him; he returned to Whampoa without haying 
had an interview with the Viceroy.. It was stated at Canton at the time, 
and I have no doubt truly stated, that when the Viceroy consented to 
receive Admiral Drury, he did so in consequence of having been informed 
that Admiral Drury was an officer of rank holding a commission from the 
King of Great Britain, and that he might consequently have admitted him 
to a personal interview without any degradation to his own rank as Viceroy; 
but after the Admiral had come to Canton, he was given to understand that 
the Admiral had come on to China at the request or by the desire of the 
Governor-general of India, and the Viceroy then said that he could hold no 
communication with him, as he was deputed by a governor or servant of the 
East-India Company, who were only a body of merchants, and he could not 
in consequence receive him. That was what we understood to be the case 
at Clanton at the time. 

3887a. Then, from that and other opportunities of observation you have 
had, you think that an officer bearing the direct authority of the King of 
England instead of the authority of the Company, would have a bettei 
chance of being received and treated with by the authorities of China .■ 
Yes, I do ; by the public authorities of China certainly. 

3888a. 4s a person well acquainted with the Canton river, what is your 
opinion of the difficulty or dangers attending the navigation up to Whampoa ? 
-r-There are fewer dangers, I think, in the Canton river than in almost any 
navigable river that I am acquainted with. There are several shoals as you 
approach the river, but they are mostly mud; upon which, if a ship giounds, 
she seldom receives any damage. 

3889a. What is the greatest strength of current?—The current is always 
very moderate ; I should think the greatest strength does not exceed three 
or four miles an hour, tideways, 

3890a. Do you call that moderate?—Very moderate. We have it nine,* 
ten, and sometimes even twelve miles per hour in the Ganges. In t.ie 
Canton river it is tide only, but in the Ganges, the strength of the tide is 
often augmented by the river floods. 

3891a. You have stated, that the last time you were in Canton was in 
1817*13 ; have you had any dealings with China since that period as a 
merchant?-—Yes; I have continued ever since that period, and am now, 
encased in the trade with China to a very considerable extent. 

6, 0 3892a. During 
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3892a. During the time you were there yourself, or since your return, 
has any agent of yours had occasion to apply to the Company’s Select Com¬ 
mittee for assistance, to enable you to carry on any part of your commercial 
dealings?—Never. 

3893<7. Whilst you were in China upon any occasion, do you recollect 
any instance of any country officer or agent from India having occasion to 
apply to the Company’s servants for such assistance ?—I am not aware of 
any instance. 

3894a. Are you aware of the rate of freight which the Company pay for 
their cargoes home from China?—I understand that one of the ships last 
chartered by the Company, the Orwell, was engaged at £18 a ton. I un¬ 
derstood that to be for the whole voyage out and home ; but I state this 
only from hearsay. 

3895a. How long would the vessel be engaged in that voyage ?—I appre¬ 
hend it is about fifteen or sixteen months from the time they leave this 
country to the time when they generally return. 

3896a. How much of that £18 do you suppose would attach to the cargo 
of tea from China to London ?—I should think, with reference to the rate of 
freight outward-bound to India now, that at least £15 or £16 of it would 
attach to the freight home. The outward freight to India now is, I may 
say, little or nothing; you may get goods out for 5s. or 10s. a ton. 

3897a. At what rate could you charter a ship, say of 500 or 600 tons, for 
a voyage to and from China ?—I have no doubt I could charter a ship 
direct to Canton and back for £10, or at most £12 a ton ; indeed I think I 
could charter fifty ships in the Thames at this moment on these terms. 

3898a. Of the size of the Orwell, do you mean?—Not of the size of the 
Orwell. 

3899a. What period do you contemplate for a direct voyage out and 
home to China, allowing six weeks or two months in China to deliver and 
receive cargo ?—I should say certainly within from ten to twelve months; 
but for a ship of 500 or 600 tons, we should not require six weeks, or any 
thing like it, at Canton. 

3900a. Have not large ships an advantage in Canton river, which smaller 
ships have not, in paying less port-charges and measurement?—Yes; they 
have a very great advantage, as the port-charges there upon a large ship are 
much lighter in proportion to her tonnage than they are upon ships of 
smaller burden. 

3901a. Have the large ships any advantage in the stowage of a tea cargo 
horn e,over ships of 500 or 600 tons?—None, that I am aware of. 

3902a. Have you stowed several cargoes of tea yourself?—I never stowed 
a cargo of tea, but I have stowed other cargos in ships of from 500 tons up 
to 1200 tons; and I am not aware that a ship of 1200 tons can possess any 
advantage in the stowage of tea over a ship of 500 or 600 tons. 

3903a. Do 
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3908a Do you mean to say, that the lighter port-charges which large 
ships pay in China is the only advantage which you know those slnps pos¬ 
sess over ships of 500 or 600 tons ?—The only advantage that 1 am aware of 
as merchant ships. 

3904 a You are, of course, aware that they are calculated to be made 
ships of war on emergency ?—They are unquestionably the finest merchant 
ships in the world, and very easily convertible to warlike purposes when it 
is necessary, 

3905a. Have you known it to be often necessary to use them as ships ot 
war ?_l.I*have known several instances of it in India during the last war ; 
not very many instances. 

39060 Do you mean where they have received additional hands, and 
have been manned as frigates ?—'Yes, having had additional guns, and troops 

put on board. T 

39070. Is not there a great deal of piracy in the Indian seas ? ery ill e 
indeed. In the Eastern Archipelago, in the China seas, there are some 
pirates, and also on the coast of China; but m the Indian seas it is a thing 
at present almost unknown. In the Persian Gulf there are some Aiab 
pirates, I believe. 

39080 . Have not the ships you have known employed as ships of war been 
generally 800 and 900-to'n ships ; did you ever know a China ship so em¬ 
ployed ?-~Yes, I recollect on one occasion, that four Bombay ancl China 
ships, of 1200 tons each, in the year 1804 or 1805, were all armed before 
thev left Bombay, in consequence of there not being sufficient convoy there 
to accompany them to China. Admiral Linois had appeared upon the 
coast of Ceylon, and taken the Brunswick a few weeks before. They had 
with them a small ship, the Sir Edward Hughes, that had formerly been m 
the Company’s service, but she was not reckoned sufficient protection with¬ 
out arming the ships also. 

39090. With respect to the other ships that you have known armed as 
frigates, have not they generally been the smaller class ofXompany s slnps 
—I am not aware of any instance at this moment, except the Sir Edward 
Hughes and another small ship of 800 tons, the name of which I forget. 

39100. During the time you were in the East-India private trade, v^ere 
there any 1200-ton ships in that trade between Bombay and China ?—Sevcial 
from Bombay. 

3911 a. Are there any of them now in that trade?—None. 

3912a. What ships are now used principally for the China trade to 
Canton ?—From Bombay the ships are generally from 600 to 800 tons, there 
is one of nearly 1000 tons; formerly there were five or six 1200-ton ships. 

3913a. Do you know any reason why those large ships have been discon¬ 
tinued in the trade to China, if it is so advantageous to trade to Canton m 
large ships?—I apprehend it has arisen in a great measure from the dimcu ty 
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29 March 1830. that private merchants would often have in fitting out a large ship, from the 
p additional capital beyond what would be required to trade with a smaller 
’' k jSq ' ship. It is much more within the compass of a private merchant to trade 

with a ship of 600 or 700 tons than with one of 1200 tons; and I have 
reason to know also, with regard to several of the 1200-ton ships built at 
Bombay for the country trade, that they have now fallen into the regular 
trade of the East-India Company, because their owners were able to transfer 
them to the Company on more advantageous terms than could have been 
expected by keeping them in the trade from Bombay to China. 

3914a. Can a large ship be built at as cheap a rate per ton as a small one ? 
—Generally speaking, I think not. They require a larger scantling of 
timber; and crooked timber, when it exceeds a certain size, is very expen¬ 
sive indeed. 

3915a. Can you form an estimate of the difference per ton?—I cannot, 
without previous calculation, form an estimate. 

3916a. Is not the advantage gained in the measurement-duty on a 1200- 
ton ship at Canton counterbalanced by the inconvenience of being obliged 
to load and unload below Whampoa?—I should think that the advantage 
gained by the size, with regard to the port-charges, is greater than the dis¬ 
advantage arising from the circumstance mentioned, of being obliged to load 
partly below the second bar. They very seldom unload there, and I believe 
that they might load wholly at Whampoa, but it certainly lessens the risk to 
send them below the second bar to complete their cargoes. 

3917a. At what rate per ton could you estimate the advantage that a 
1200-ton ship has over a 600-ton ship in the payment of Canton port-charges ? 
—I should not estimate it above £2 per ton : but I feel a difficulty in giving 
an opinion upon the question without going into a calculation. 

3918a. From your own experience what class of ships do you think best 
calculated to carry on the trade between England and China ?—I should 
say, from 600 to 800 tons. 

3919a. You stated that the Viceroy objected to receive Admiral Drury, 
when he believed that he was deputed by the Governor-general, acting 
under a company of merchants ; are you aware that the Select Committee 
are in the habit of direct intercourse with the Viceroy ?—No, I am not aware 
of that. 

3920a. Do you know that they never do go to the Viceroy ?—I never 
heard of the Select Committee going personally to the Viceroy. 

^ 3921a. Are the large ships of 1200 tons suited to any other trade in the 
East but the China trade ?—I think not; not so well suited as the smaller 
ships. 

3922a. Would not it be an additional motive to a merchant to employ a 
smaller-sized ship, that his ship was applicable to other trades, if he wished 
to apply it to them ?—No doubt it would. 


3923a. A 
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3923a. Do not ships often return from Canton to India in ballast ?—They 
often return with very small cargoes indeed; just enough to serve as 
ballast. 

3924 ft. What is the actual amount of freight which is now paid from 
England to Calcutta and back ?—I cannot speak with regard to Calcutta ; 
but I know that within the last eighteen months or two years the house of 
which I am a member has chartered several ships from England to Bombay 
and back, at rates not exceeding £8 or £9 sterling a ton. 

3925a. You have stated that it would require £10 or £12 a ton to charter 
a ship to Canton ; would the voyage be much longer from England to Can¬ 
ton than from England to Bombay ?—About a couple of months. 

3926a. What is the cause of the great difference in the freight ?—I cal¬ 
culate upon the owner of the ship having to pay the port-charges at Canton. 

3927a. Do you happen to know whether there is a considerable charge for 
demurrage upon the Company’s ships in the Canton river ?—I have under¬ 
stood that there is a charge for demurrage if they are detained beyond 
their time. 

3928a. Is it not a fact that there is a much larger charge for demurrage 
for the Company’s ships than there is, commonly speaking, upon ships carry¬ 
ing on private trade ?—I am unable to answer that question. 

3929a. Do you know what was the charge for demurrage upon the Com¬ 
pany’s ships at the time of the interruption of the trade, in consequence of 
Admiral Drury’s affair ?—I do not. 

3930a. Are you aware that a large number of Chinese find their way out of 
China in Portuguese ships, and that there is no considerable difficulty in their 
leaving the country ?—There is no great difficulty; a great many find their 
way out in English ships, and ships of all nations. They receive them on 
board at night, after the ship leaves the river. 

3931a. When you speak of the request in which metals are in China, do 
you mean manufactures of metal, or do you mean metal in an unmanu¬ 
factured state?—I meant to apply that to metals in an unmanufactured 
state. 

3932a. You have spoken of the great advantage it would be to merchants 
in the country trade to be able to bring a return-cargo immediately from 
China to England; is it your opinion that if the trade were opened the 
principal proportion of it would take that course ; namely, from England 
to India, from India to China, and from China back to England ?—I think • 
a very considerable proportion of it would take that course. I mean, out of 
the goods sent from India to China a considerable part of the proceeds would 
come from China to England, and go out to India again in the manufactures 
of this country. 

3933a. Do you think that the trade between this country and China 
would be carried on in a great measure through India, or direct from here 
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to Canton and back ?—I think a considerable portion of it would be carried 
on through India, and also a great portion of it direct to China. 

3934 * 7 . Should you esteem it a great advantage to British private mer¬ 
chants to be admitted to China, supposing their present monopoly to be 
reserved to the Company ?—I should certainly consider it a great advan¬ 
tage. 

3935a. You mentioned several articles as likely to come from Chiua 5 
what other articles are there besides ?—Silk of every description, both manu¬ 
factured and raw, and a variety of articles : camphor, cassia, musk, &c. and 
many other things. 

3936a. Could China supply a great quantity of raw silk?—A great 
deal. 

3937a. Are not those articles imported now by the officers of the Com¬ 
pany to the full extent of the demand in London ?—I should say not to the 
full extent of the demand, because we import a considerable quantity of 
China goods circuitously through India. 

3938 a. Are you aware what has been the out-turn of the adventures from 
China to England these last few years ?—I have no knowledge of that. 

3939a. Have you any reason to believe that it has been a gaining trade? 
—I have no reason to believe either that, or otherwise. 


Martis , 30° die Martii , 1830. 

CHARLES POULETT THOMSON, Esq., a Member of the Committee, 

examined. 

3940a. Did you see Mr. Cushion, and explain to him that a summons had 
been issued by this Committee to require his attendance ?—I did. 

3941a. Did you state to him that the Committee would not enforce by all 
the means in its power that summons, if he had a decided objection to 
attending?—I stated to Mr. Cushion, that it was the anxious desire of the 
Committee that he should attend. He expressed himself, as he had done 
before, extremely unwilling to come and give evidence. He, however, gave 
me no positive answer as to what he would do, but he requested time to 
reflect upon it. On the following day he sent me the letter which I have 
proposed giving in to the Committee, in which he declines attending, because 
he considers it impracticable for him to give evidence without injuring the 
interests of his friends in America, and without acting against the feelings 
of friends whom he has. 


39^2a. Did 
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39 42a. Did you understand from Mr. Cushion, that his objections were 
so strong that he would probably be induced, at considerable personal in¬ 
convenience, to leave the country rather than comply with the summons, 
if it was peremptorily enforced ?—I did. 

3943a. Is not Mr. Cushion a citizen of the United States, who has resided 
a great number of years at Canton ?—He is. 

3944a. Did you give him to understand, that the Committee would not 
enforce the summons if it was unpleasant to him to come ?—I gave him to 
understand, that the Committee were very anxious that he should attend; 
but that if he positively objected, I did not think it likely that the Com¬ 
mittee would enforce his attendance at all inconvenience and at all risk to 
him. 

JOSHUA BATES, Esq. again called in, and examined. 

3945a. In the purchase of tea at Canton, in what money is the transaction 
settled between the Chinese and the purchaser ?—In tales. 

3946a. Is the tale a current coin in China, or is it a money of account? 
—It is a money of account, there is no coin of that kind. 

3947a. Does it represent a certain quantity of silver ?—The tale is a 
weight, containing 579$, English grains j it is used as a weight, also as a 
money of account. 

3948a. But uniformly the purchases of tea are calculated in tales ?—'They 
are, uniformly. 

3949#* Is there any course of exchange between Canton and this country ? 
—A regular quotation of exchange is given in letters from Canton. 

3950a. Can bills be drawn according to the rate so quoted ?—They are so 
negociated to a very considerable amount, and I judge could be to a much 
larger amount. 

3951a. To what amount have you known bills drawn from China upon 
this country ?—£40,000 of 50,000 at a time. 

3952a. And you think they may be negociated to a much larger amount ? 
—I have no doubt they can, as a remittance for the proceeds of opium, 
which would do away with the necessity of smuggling silver. 

3953a. Can you state what, according to the latest advices received from 
Canton, is the rate of exchange between Canton and this country?—Hie 
latest date I have seen is newspaper authority, but it is probably correct 
it gives it at 3s. 11 d. sterling per dollar for bills at six months’ sight. In 
speaking of the bills thus likely to be negociated or negociating at 3s. lid., 
I think it embraces an amount of about £100,000 within my knowledge. 

3954a. With such a bill, drawn upon any house of credit in England at 
that rate of exchange, could teas be purchased at Canton?—With the 
proceeds of such bills teas could be purchased. 

3 S 2 3955a. The 
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3955a. The rate of exchange being 35. lid., can you state to the Com¬ 
mittee what would be the value of the tale ?—It would be 5s. </. 

3956a. Is not 3s. 11 d. an unusually low rate of exchange for the dollar?— 
It is not low for the last year or two; it has been gradually lowering for 
several years. 

3957a. What has been for the last five years the average rate of exchange 
between Canton and London?—I have no means of answering the question 
here; I should think it might have been 4s. Id. or 4s. 2 d. 

3958 ( 7 . Do you think it has been more than 4s. 2 d. ?—Certainly not more. 

3959a. Can you state at 4s. c 2d. what would be the value of the tale?— 
5s. 9ff -d. 

3960 a. By what calculation do you convert tales into dollars, or dollars 
into tales?—Seventy-two candarins are equal to a dollar; and I take 100 
dollars at 4s. 2 d. and divide it by 7^ for the value of the tale in sterling. 

396 la. How many candarins are there in a tale ?—There are 100 can¬ 
darins in a tale. 

3962a. So that a dollar is to a tale as 72 is to 100?—It is. 

3963a. Is that a fixed proportion between the tale and the dollar, or is it 
one that varies ?—I do not remember to have seen any thing which would 
lead me to believe that it varies. 

3964a. Then the variation in the exchange turns upon the varied price 
of the dollar, and not upon the tale ?—I think there may be a variation in 
silver, that the dollar may sometimes sell at a premium ; but I observe, that 
taking the weight of the dollar, and taking the number of grains in a tale, 
that 72 hundredth-parts of a tale are just the weight of a Spanish dollar. 

3965a. Are you aware that it was stated to a Committee of the House of 
Lords in the year 1821, that the tale had been rated for 100 years past in 
the transactions of the East-India Company with China at 6s. 8d .—I never 
heard of 6s. 8 d. as the value of a tale till the question came up here before 
this Committee. 

3966a. What would be the value of the tale in exchange for dollars at 
4s. 3irf.—Six shillings nearly. 

3967a. Have they been as high as 4s. 3 id. in the course of exchange in 
the last five years ?—1 think not. 

3968a. In the evidence you gave before this Committee on a former oc¬ 
casion, you stated that, in your opinion, the tea consumed in this country 
cost the public about £1,500,000 more than it would be if brought on pri¬ 
vate account; do you include in the calculation upon which that statement 
was formed, the increased charge thrown on the prime cost from the rate 
at which the tale is converted by the Company into English money ?—That 
enters into the calculation ; but I should take the teas as they are bought, 
and take the exchange as it exists, or has been for some years, and the 

actual 
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actual prices obtained here. I stated £1,500,000 in round numbers; I 30 March 1830. 
believe the difference is more. It may be £100,000 or £200,000 more ; but Josh(aBatcs Esq , 
I was not aware that it was important to go so near as that. 

3969a. You stated in your former evidence, that in estimating the profits 
of the Company beyond the profits which a private merchant would require, 
to amount to a million and a half, you have referred to the tables laid be¬ 
fore Parliament, stating the prime cost at Canton ; in making that estimate, 
did you allow for the value of the tale as estimated on the one hand by the 
Company, and on the other as ascertained by the course of exchange ? I 
made reference to'the printed accounts of the tea exported, for the purpose 
of getting at the quantity, and I was not aware that 65 . 8 d. was the mode of 
valuing the tale at the time. It would certainly make a difference in any 
rough calculation which I have made ; but X went upon another calculation 
also, that of the usual profit which we are satisfied with on teas, and taking 
the cost of teas at Canton, with the expenses, and the prices obtained at the 
Company’s sales, I ascertained the profit which I conceived ought to be 
made by the Company on the importation of teas to this country. 

3970 a. If the tale is really worth at the rate of exchange 5s. Qd. and is 
estimated in the prime cost as 6s. 8c/., is there not an increase put on that 
prime cost of nearly 20 per cent., namely the difference between 5a. 0a. and 
65 . 8 d. ?—Certainly there is ; it would make that difference in the calcula- 
tion. 

S971«. Are you aware of the provision in the Act of the 24 Geo. III. 
c. 38, the Commutation Act, which provides that upon all teas put up foi 
sale by the East-lndia Company, the upset price shall not exceed the prime 
cost thereof, with the freight and charges of importation, together with law¬ 
ful interest from the time of the arrival of such tea in Great Britain, and the 
common premium of insurance as a compensation for the sea-risk mcui red 
thereon ?—I was not aware that there was such a provision in the Act. 

3972 a. Suppose a mercantile house had a contract for supplying any foreign 
article, cotton for instance, and it were a condition of that contract that the 
bond Jide prime cost of the article abroad, together with the freig it an 
charges of importation, and the other charges referred to in the Act, which 
has been quoted, should determine the price to be paid by the contractor, 
would such a mercantile house be warranted in calculating the prime cost 
abroad at a higher rate than the existing course of exchange between the 
foreign country and this country, at the time when the article was paid 101 
in that foreign country?—I see no other mode of estimating the cost of any 
article abroad than by taking the course of exchange into the calculation. 

397S«. Have any of the teas bought by the American merchants been 
paid for by bills drawn upon this country ?—Of late they have been paid tor 
in that way, or rather the funds have been created in that way. the bank 
of the United States issue bills, and mercantile houses in America give credits 
on London. 

3974a. Then 
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3974#. Then the prime cost of such teas is ascertained by the bills so 
drawn?—That is the accurate mode of ascertaining their cost-price. 

3975a. Supposing such law to exist as that which has been stated in one 
of the questions recently put, will not the upset price which was referred to 
in that law be raised by rating the tale at 6s. 8 d., beyond what it would 
be, supposing the value of the tale to be such as it is, according to the rate of 
exchange which you now believe to prevail at Canton ?—That would be the 
effect of it,. The upset price would be increased in proportion as the tale 
had been overrated. 

89761 '?. Though you have stated 3s. lid. to be the actual value of the 
dollar at Canton, according to the last rate of exchange, and although that 
may be the rate of exchange for any transaction of a moderate amount, do 
you suppose it probable or possible that the East-India Company could, for 
so large an amount as what they would require for the whole 6f their invest¬ 
ment, realize so favourable an exchange ?—I should say there would be no 
difficulty Avhatever; that drafts to a very large amount are wanted for re¬ 
mitting the proceeds of the smuggled opium, and that those bills would be 
very current in Bombay or Bengal for remittances to this country, and are 
always in demand for such purpose. 

3977 a. Do you suppose that the same exchange could be realized by the 
Company for so large an amount as they would require for their investments ? 
—It might make a little difference in the exchange ; but if I recollect rightly, 
there are four or five millions of dollars in Sycee silver annually smuggled 
out from Canton, no doubt at some disadvantage of charges for hazard, &c. 
I should think for all that sum the parties would prefer to take bills. 

S978#.Do not the Company now pay for the quantity of tea which they 
purchase by the sales of opium, and by bills upon India, and in various ways? 
—I have no doubt they do. The sales of opium, however, are not on their 
account at Canton ; that is country trade. 

397 Qa. Supposing the same quantity of tea to be required for the con¬ 
sumption of this country, and all the circumstances of the trade between 
India and China to remain the same, would the exchange be altered if the 
trade was thrown open, instead of being a monopoly in the hands of the Com¬ 
pany?—I should think the exchange would very soon fall even lower than 
3.v. 1 Id.: that has been the case with Bengal. 

3980a. What circumstances have caused so low a rate of exchange to pre¬ 
vail as 3s. 11 d. per dollar at Canton ?—I presume it must be owing to the 
large importations of opium, and perhaps to some increase in the importa¬ 
tions of British manufactures. 

3981m How do you account for dollars being considered by Americans 
so favourable a provision as a means of purchase of tea, when the exchange 
is so low ?—The Americans have, until lately, carried dollars to a great 
extent, on the calculation that they can transact their business with less 
charge of commission on that account; but they have of late taken credits 

or 
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or bills in many instances ; and I conceive it will turn in the same manner 
as it has in Bengal. Formerly dollars were earned there ; now they aie no 
longer carried. 

3982a. What is the price of the dollar at present in London?—I he price 
of the ounce is 4s. 8id .; 866 ounces make 1,000 dollars, which would bring 
it near 4s. 1 \d. per dollar. 

3983a. Would not this trade, like all others, be paid for in specie, or by 
drawing bills according as the rate of exchange might vary ?—Undoubtedly 
the course of exchange would fluctuate, as in any other trade, if left to 

itself. , 

3984a. You stated that you thought if the trade were thrown open the 
exchange would fall still lower; for what reason do you entertain that 
opinion ?—My belief is, that the exports to that country would be very 

in 3985 a! r Do ed yo U mean the export of British commodities ?—Of British 
commodities. 

3986a. Are you prepared to give in to the Committee the calculation 
upon which you come to the conclusion that the Company derive a million 
and a half more profit than would remunerate the pnyate-trader?-l 
have no calculation made, but I can give the Committee the materials foi 
making one. I can give the cost of a given quality of tea at Canton, and taking 
the freight and charges, and the sale price here, the profit is ascertained; 
and I should state that in these times ten per cent, is considered a fan mer¬ 
cantile profit, and all gain beyond that would be so much gained by tie 
Company beyond a fair profit; that is, private traders would sell then teas 
at a price so low that would leave only 10 per cent, profit, and probably 
even at less, and be satisfied. 

3987a. What allowance ought to be made for wastage of the teas?—Very 
little. 

3988a. As much as 5 per cent. ?—I should think not, perhaps per cent. 

3989a. Will you have the goodness to state to the Committee some of the 
materials of your calculation ?—Take congou teaofthepaat Iflnd 

the contract {nice of the highest quality is 29 tales, that would be about ISji 
per lb. I would add for the freight 3d. per pound, there would then be about 
L per cent, loss of interest, as I am calculating for it to be paid for with the 
proceeds of bills drawn at six months’ sight, and the teas would arrive here 
before the bills would be presented, and I suppose the charges here are about 
24 per cent. There would be another 2 | per cent, for the insurance, ma a g 
altogether per cent, which upon \ c 6\d. would be 101 -hundiedt s or a 
penny, and then you have as the cost and expenses of bunging e 

tea here; I add 10 i for profit. 

3990a. Have you made any allowance for wastage ?— That is embraced 
in the calculation of the cost per pound, in converting the peculs^into 


30 March 1630. 


Joshua Bates, Esq 





30 March 1830. 
Joshua Bates,Esq. 


T. G. Lloyd, Esq. 


506 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 

pounds, and the tales into pence; I include that in the W&d. The total 
comes to I find that the highest sale-price of congou was 8s. 1 \d. 

Perhaps it would be safer to take the second price of congou, that is 2s. Jd. 
that is the price obtained at the last sale of the East-India Company, 

3991«. In making this calculation do you calculate upon having a profit 
upon the outward cargo?—None whatever. I have taken the freight at 
which ships can be chartered for the voyage out and home. 

3992a. Do you consider 10 per cent, a sufficient profit upon an adventure 
of that kind ?—Ten per cent. I should consider a brilliant profit. 

3993a. You mean 10 per cent, beyond interest of money ?—I have esti¬ 
mated interest of money in the charges. 

THOMAS GORE LLOYD, Esq., Accountant General of the East-India 
Company, again called in, and examined. 

3994a. In what manner do you settle the upset price of teas at the India 
House ?—The sterling amount of the several supplies to the Canton treasury 
are contrasted with the number of tales that those sterling amounts have pro¬ 
duced, from which result we ascertain what has been the cost of one tale. 
For instance, we receive considerable supplies from India in cotton and in 
bills of exchange: these are brought into sterling money at the intrinsic 
value of silver at the Mint-price, and against this is stated the several pro¬ 
ducts in tales in China; the consignments from England are also stated at 
their invoice cost, and on the other side is stated the number of tales the 
consignments have produced. In the year 1828-9 it was ascertained that 
we had supplied the Canton treasury to the amount of £2,213,022 sterling, 
which had produced in China 6,931,592 tales, thus ascertaining the cost of a 
tale to be 6s. 4<d. f^ths. After the rate of the tale is ascertained in the man¬ 
ner I have before mentioned, we add freight and demurrage. This freight 
and demurrage is what we call the commercial freight and demurrage, all that 
the ship has earned in her political capacity being deducted. We also add 
the expenses of l anding, housing, warehousing, carting, preparing for sale, and 
all charges of merchandize. We add an insurance of three per cent, on the 
cost, with the premium covered; we add interest on the cost and insurance, 
two years ; on freight and charges, one year, at five per cent, per annum ; 
we add also the supercargoes’ commission two per cent, on net sale amount, 
deducting charges. 

3995a. Have you'prepared any statement for the information of the Com¬ 
mittee?—I have prepared an account, showing the rate per tale at which 
funds for tho*China investment were provided in season 1828-9; and I have 
also prepared an estimate of the cost, freight and charges of each species of 
tea per pound imported in the year 1829, calculated in the manner I have 
stated. 

[The witness delivered in the same, which was read, as follows .•] 

N o 
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]$o. 1.— < .An Account showing the Rate per Tale at which Funds for the China Investment were 

provided in Season 1828-9. 


Balance of cash and available assets in 
China, end of season 1827-8, calculated 
at the rate per tale of that season, viz. 

* 6s. 7*442^, per tale.... 

Supplies from India and England , 

1828-9: 

Bengal: 

Invoice amount of cotton (calcu¬ 
lated according to the intrinsic 
value of the Sicca rupee at the 
mint price of silver, viz* 5s, 2d, 
per oz.).** 

Freight of cotton by country 
ships, payable at Bengal, cal¬ 
culated at the same rate....... 

Commanders’ cotton bonds, do. 
do... 

Bills drawn on Bengal, do. do.. 

Madras : 

Invoice amount of cotton, calcu 
lated at the intrinsic value of 
the Madras rupee, as before . 

Ditto sandal-wood, do. do.. 


Bombay: 

Invoice amount of cotton, calcu 
lated at the intrinsic value of 
the Bombay rupee, as before.. 

Freight of cotton by country 
ships, payable at Bombay, cal¬ 
culated at the same rate. 

Commandera’ cotton bonds, do. 
do... 


234,043 

20,280 

98,350 

562,592 


103,152 

14,198 


England: 

Invoice amount of consignments 
Bills and certificates drawn on 

the Court.*..... 

Supra-cargoes’ commission on 
the above outward trade, pay¬ 
able in England...• • 

Freight of consignments from 
India to China, as above, by 
Europe ships, payable in Eng 
land. 


94,291 

1,894 

53,480 

717,504 

135,813 

24,772 

71,613 


Total amount of supplies from India and 
England, including charges payable in 
India and England on account of the 
same...... 


£ 

81,040 


! 


Tales,, 


Amount realized in China, 
1828-9: 


Produced in China, Tales 


Received ...do.. 
Do.do. 




Produced.do. 

Do.do.. 


Do. 


. do. 


Received.do. 

Produced ..... do.. 
Received.do.. 


850,518 


326,718 

1,964,421 


267,980 

65,728 


379,005 

184,159 

2,164,133 

484,514 


2,131,982 


Total amount realized in China for 
supplies of the year........... 


2,213,022 


Deduct: 

Amount paid for interest in the year 

fall's ... 


or at 6s. 4*624 d. per tale, or 4>s. 7 -I69d. per dollar. 


244,827 


6,687,176 


6,932,003 

411 


6,931,592 


East-India House, 12 th November 1830. 


3 T 


Thos. G. Lloyd, Accountant-General. 
































































MIAilSr/sy 


508 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 



30 March 1830. 


<SL 


No. 2.— Estimate of the Cost, Freight, and Charges of 


T. G. Lloyd, Esq. 


Prime cost, calculating the tale 6s. 4d ’624 the actual) 
cost of a tale in China, season 1828-9 (calculating the \ 
supplies from India to China according to the intrinsic ( 
value of the coins at IheMint-price ofsilver)as perNo. 1 -J 

Freight and demurrage.... 

Expenses of landing, housing, warehouse-room, cart-1 
ing, preparing for sale, and all chargesof merchandize J 

Insurance 3 per cent, on cost, premium coveted...... 

Interest on costand insurance two years, on freight and I 
charges, one year, at 5 percent, per annum..... j 

Supra-cargoes’ commission, 2 per cent, on net sale ) 
amount, deducting charges.....j 


BOHEA. 

CONGOU 

Winter Purchases, 
and 

below Contract. 

S. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

0 

9-666 

0 

11-679 

0‘ 

4'200 

0 

4-200 

0 

1 600 

0 

1-600 

0 

0-299 

0 

0-361 

0 

1-287 

0 

1-494 

0 

0261 

0 

0-394 

t 

1 

5-313 

1 

7-723 


The cost of the supplies furnished China through India is here calculated 
instead of the rate affixed to those coins by the Board of Commissioners for 
by this operation the teas are put up at a price below their actual cost and 
beds lOd.'417, instead of 6s. 4d.'624, as above. 

East-India House, 

12th November, 1829. 


3996a. When was the value of the rupee settled by the Board of Control ? 
—In the year 1814 j the document, I believe, is before Parliament. There 
was a scheme prepared for the separation of the accounts, in conformity 
with the Act of 1813, which was laid before Parliament and printed. 

3997a. When you talk of the standard value, under what authority does 
the Company determine the rate of exchange to be regulated by the stand¬ 
ard value of the silver of this country ?—That was the proposition that the 
Court of Directors have supported in a negociation with the Board of Com¬ 
missioners respecting the rate of the rupee. It only has reference to the 
transactions between India and China, but no reference to consignments 
from England to China. 

3998 a. Then if it has only reference to the transactions between India 
and China, why does it govern the transactions between China and England ? 
—Because the Company, in its commercial capacity, is charged with what¬ 
ever supplies India remits for the provision of the China investment. The 

Court 
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each Species of Tea per Pound, imported in the Year 1829. 


CONGOU. 

Contract. 

CAMPOI. 

SOUCHONG. 

TWANKAY. 

HYSON SKIN. 

HYSON. 

s. 

d. 

3. 

d. 

S . 

d. 

S. 

d. 

S. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

1 

4T50 

i 

7-738 

i 

11-022 

1 

4-000 

1 

4-466 

2 

2-720 

0 

4-200 

0 

4-200 

0 

4-200 

0 

5-250 

0 

5-250 

o 

5-250 

0 

1-600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1-600 

0 

0-499 

0 

0-610 

0 

0-712 

0 

0-495 

0 

0-509 

0 

0-826 

0 

1-955 

0 

2-325 

0 

2-663 

0 

1-992 

0 

2-040 

0 

3-097 

0 

0-437 

0 

0-479 

0 

0-598 

0 

0-422 

0 

0-437 

0 

0-826 

-A 

2 

0-841 

2 

4-952 

2 

8-795 

2 

1-759 

2 

2-302 

3 

2-319 


at the intrinsic value of the Indian coins, at the Mint-price of standard silver, 
the Affairs of India, in the transactions between the territory and commerce; 
charges. The cost of the tale at these latter, or the Board s rates, would . 

Thos. G. Lloyd. 

Accountant General. 


Court of Directors urged it to be an equitable rate to be established be¬ 
tween the two branches for all those transactions. I he cornmeice was in 
the continual habit of making advances on account of the temtoiy ;*and the 
Court contended that the rupee should be charged to them at its intrinsic 
value, according to the Mint-price o t silver, or 5s. 2d. per oz. 

3999 #. Supposing this, which the Company determined to be an equitable 
rate in its trade between India and China, should turn out to be a 1 ate far 
above the prime cost, as declared by the course of exchange between China 
and England, would it not be a contravention of the Act of Parliament, 
which requires that the upset price of the teas should be valued at the 
prime cost ?—I apprehend not, lor this reason, that the rupee actually costs 
the commerce more. 

4000. What is there in the Act of Parliament which has reference to the 
rupee, in determining the prime cost of teas in China?—Inasmuch as the 

1 3 T 2 Company 
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Company draw a part of the supplies for the provision of their China in¬ 
vestment by using their credit on India. 

4001. Suppose that the remittances from India to China should involve a 
loss of 100 per cent, above the prime cost at which teas might be procured 
in China by any other persons than the Company, do you think that that 
loss ought to be fairly charged to the prime cost of the teas in China in 
settling the upset price in England?—I apprehend, that whatever be the 
loss, it is what the teas have cost the Company. 

4002. In the money of Bengal ?—And the return they get for it. 

4003. Supposing the value of the rupee to be Is. lOd. at Calcutta, at 

what price do you estimate it in the adjustment of the account between 
India and China, and between China and England respectively ?—The ad¬ 
justment that we make, as between the territory and commerce, is at the 
rate fixed by the Board of Commissioners for the rupee, that is 2 s. ; 

therefore I conceive that in charging 2 s. as has been done in the upset price 
of teas, that upset price has been less than the tea has actually cost the 
Company ; inasmuch as they have charged 2s. for that for which they have 
paid 2 s. 3-^jd. 

4004. In the paper you have delivered in it is stated, that in part-pro¬ 
vision for the purchases of teas in China there had been drawn, by bills from 
China on the Court of Directors, for the season 1828-9, the sum of £135,813, 
for which there have been received in China 484,514 tales ; that being the 
only part of this account in which there is a direct transaction between 
China and London for the cost of that money delivered into the Company’s 
treasury in China, be so good as to state to the Committee what has been 
the price of the tale upon that transaction ?—About 5s. 7d. 

4005. Is that not the result of the direct exchange between China and 
London, as exemplified by the actual transactions of the Company ?— 
Certainly. 

4006. If the direct exchange makes the tale to cost only 5s. 7 d,, must 
not the w r hole difference between that and the exchange of 6 s. 4 d. and 
624 decimals, be a loss to the Company, arising from the circuitous manner 
in which their funds are placed in Canton, or from the way in which the 
money is calculated ?—It is quite clear that if the money be obtained by 
bills upon England, the tale would of course give considerably less than it 
does by the consignment of merchandize from India and England. We did 
not place the tale by consignment of goods from this country in that year 
at the same rate that we might have obtained it by bills upon the Court, and 
therefore the difference between the 6 s. 4 cl. and 5s. Jd. is to be attributed 
to the mode in which the Company carried on their business. 

4007- Then, in fact, they lost by their consignments of merchandize ?— 
Yes, as compared with the rate of exchange for bills on England. 

4008, And so they did by the goods sent from India ?—-Yes. 

4009. Sup- 
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4009. Supposing the goods sent from India had been calculated at 
Is. 10 d. for a rupee, what would have been the value of the tale then ?—It 
would take some time to make the calculation. It is about 2d. in the rupee 
upon all the rupees that have been furnished through India ; it would not 
have made a very considerable difference in the tale on the final result. 

4010. You have stated that the real cost of the tale to the Company is 
6s. 10 d. and 417 decimals, so that the loss by this mode of supply must be 
the difference between 5s. 7 d. and 6s. 10 d. and 417 decimals ?—It is so, pre¬ 
suming we could have obtained all our supplies by means of bills, which I 
conceive to be extremely doubtful. I think it very questionable whether 
wecould have obtained bills for two millions sterling upon the Court in one 
season. 

4011. Can you state how much of the money paid into the Company’s 
treasury in Canton has arisen from the sale of goods there, and how much 
from exchange operations ?—The exchange operations are, “ Bills upon 
Bengal, 562,592,” and “ Bills upon England, 135,813} ” making together, 
698,405. 

4012. Can you state to the Committee what loss you suppose to have 
arisen from the bills drawn on Bengal ?—For the bills drawn on Bengal we 
pay the territory at the rate of 2 s. 3 /-g-t/. 

4013. What is its intrinsic value according to the exchange?—The ex¬ 
change, I apprehend, at that time was about Is. lid. 

4014. Should not you consider that the Act of Parliament directing the 
mode in which the upset price of the teas should be fixed, meant that it 
should be done according to the actual cost of the teas to the Company, 
and not according to any arbitrary valuation of the rupee, or of any other 
coin?—I apprehend, certainly, that the Act of Parliament intended the teas 
should be put up at what they cost the Company ; and by the operation we 
pursue, I conceive we fully comply with the Act of Parliament, because it 
actually has cost the Company to place the tale there, so much money as I 
have stated in the account I have delivered in. 

4015. Could not the Company have placed the tale there, by your own 
statement, at a much more reasonable rate ?—By drawing bills, certainly. 

4016. Then must not your revenues in Bengal have been benefited to the 
extent of the larger price that has been put upon the tale, in so far as con¬ 
cerns that portion of the money which has been drawn upon Bengal?—The 
revenues of Bengal have been benefitted by the difference between the ex¬ 
change of Bengal upon England, and the rate of 2 s. 3 fifed., which is nearly 
5d. in the rupee. 

4017. And to that extent the upset price of the teas of the Company has 
been increased in the amount?—The upset price has certainly been in¬ 
creased in consequence of the mode we adopt; but not to the full extent of 
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the difference, because the upset price has resulted from calculating the 
rupee at the intrinsic value. 

4018. Could you, looking at this paper, state to the Committee what is 
the per-centage of difference between the cost, as you have stated it to have 
been calculated, and the costas it would be if it had been taken at the rate, 
of the direct exchange ?—It would make about 14 per cent. 


<SL 


1 April 1830. 


A. Borradaik , 
Esq ,. 


Jovis, 1° die Aprilis , 1830. 

The Petition of Merchants, &c. of His Majesty’s Colony of the Cape 
of Good Hope, presented to the House on the 9th day of March 
last, and then referred to this Committee, was again read. 

ABRAHAM BORRADAILE, Esq. called in, and examined. 

4019. You are resident in London ?—I am. 

4020. What is your situation as connected with the Cape of Good Hope ? 
—I have been a merchant trading to the Cape for the last twelve or thirteen 
years; I am chairman of the Committee of the Cape Society, and the petition 
before the Committee was sent to me through the medium of the Commercial 
Exchange Committee at the Cape, begging that I would get it presented to 
Parliament. 

4021. Are you prepared to support the allegations of the petition ?—I am, 
perfectly. 

4022. Can you state in what way the colony of the Cape suffer injury 
from the East-India Company’s mode of exercising their exclusive right of 
supplying the Cape with tea ?—In the first place, the East-India Company 
charge a higher price for tea than would be charged by a private merchant, 
if he were allowed to import it direct from China to the Cape. The next 
grievance is, that only two of the East-India Company’s ships are allowed to 
touch there, which prevents the resort of shipping to the Cape, which is a 
thing highly advantageous to the colony. In the third place, it prevents 
any thing like a transit trade, which the situation of the Cape might occa¬ 
sionally offer advantages for. 

4023- On what ground do you say that the Company charge a higher 
price for the tea than the same tea could be obtained for by the private 
trade ?—I have here a calculation of what we apprehend the cost of tea to 
the Company would be at the Cape, and what they sell it for. 

4024. What documents did you make the calculation from ?—From the 
notoriety of the price of tea at Canton. We have taken the price of black 
tea at 20 tales a pecul. 


4025. At 
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4025. At what rate of exchange ?—As 65 . U. the tale British sterling, we 
make the tea to cost Is. a pound in China. 

4026. Do you take the same rate of exchange in estimating the Company’s 
price as you do in estimating the price which a private trader would pay ?— 
Yes; of course it is matter of surmise to us what the Company do pay. 

4027. What is the tea usually consumed at the Cape ?—I believe a kind 
of low souchong, or else congo tea. 

4028. What does that cost at the Company’s sales there ?—They sell it 
for about 3s. 9d. a pound. 

4029. What, according to your calculation, is the price at which it might 
be purchased ?—We reckon that it only costs the Company at the Cape 
2s. 5d. a pound; and that includes six per cent, profit, which we are told the 
Company agreed to supply the Cape for. 

4030. To what sort of agreement do you refer?—I cannot exactly state 
that, but perhaps the Commissioners of Inquiry might be able to do so. They 
state in their Report, “ that the price at which tea is sold has not been 
subject to much variation; and according to the terms of the agreement 
made between His Majesty’s Government and the Directors of the Rast- 
India Company in the year 1806, ought not to have exceeded an advance of 
six per cent, on the cost freight and charges.”* I do not know, of my own 
knowledge, whether such an agreement exists, but I do know that the Rast- 
India Company wrote to the Board of Trade, that they gave instructions to 
have It supplied at those rates. A letter showing this circumstance I have 
in my hand; the date of the letter is the 27th August 1825, “ Office of 
Committee of Privy Council for Trade.” It is addressed to myself signed 
by Thomas Lack. 

same was delivered in and read, and was asjolloxvs. ] 

“ Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 

“ 27th August, 1825. 

“Sir:—The Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade having had 
under their consideration your letters of the 13th May and 12tli July last, on the 
subject of the tea-trade at the Cape of Good Hope, 1 am directed to acquaint you, 
that the exclusive privilege of trading in that article being legally invested in the 
East-India Company, His Majesty’s government cannot violate that privilege. A 
representation has however been made to the Court of Directors, with respect to 
the mode of supplying the Cape with tea under the provisions ot their charter ; and 
it appears by a communication received from the Chairman, that the Last-India 
Company > in their original instructions to their agent at the Cape, directed him to 
frame his indents for the supply of that settlement with the view ol the actual con- 
sumption of the colony ; and that he was further directed to put up the articles to 
sale in small lots, and at an advance not exceeding 6 per cent, on the cost, freight 
and charges. That these indents were framed in accordance with the recommenda¬ 
tion of the Burgher Senate, who were consulted on this subject; and, as a proof 
that there has been no deficiency in the supply, it is stated that the quantity oi tea 

remaining 


* Mem .—This was read by the Witness from the Commissioners’ Official Report. 
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1 April 1830. 

A. Borradaile , 
Esq. 


Estimated Cost of a Pound of Black Tea imported from Canton in a Company’s 
Ship into the Cape of Good Hope, 1830. 

Taking the average cost of black tea at Canton at 20 tales per pecul of s. d. 

133^ lbs., and valuing the tale at 6s. Ad. British sterling, will cost, making 

allowance for breakage, &c about per lb. English . 1 0 

Shipping charges at Canton 5 per cent.*) 

Insurance . 5 ditto V20 per cent, is. 0 24 

Hues ...10 ditto J 

Freight at £22 per 1,1201b. Company’s ship, is ...0 4| 

Customs duty at the Cape of Good Hope 10 per cent, and valuing the 

tea at 3s. per lb., the value now paid on by the H. E. I. Company. 0 34 

Landing, storage, postages, and other incidental expenses, may be well 
covered, if taken at perlb...... 0 2|- 

20 per cent, in first cost. 

Cost at the Cape of Good Hope, per lb. .. 2 1£ 

Sale Charges: 

live per cent, allowed by the H. E. I. Company for paying cash, and in 

their advertisements taken on the sale prices of3s. 9 d. perlb. is . 0 2£ 

Six per cent, on first cost and charges , agreed the H. E. I. Company 

should have for their exclusive privilege .... 0 14 

-- 0 3J 

2 5 

Making 2s. 5d. per lb. the Company ought to sell their tea at, whilst they rarely sell 
their lowest description at less than 3s. 9d. per lb. 


<8L 


remaining on hand at the end of each year, for seven years past, had always been 
equal to the consumption of some years. 

<£ I am. Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

“ Abraham Borradaile, Esq. (Signed) Thomas Lack.” 

25, Rood-lane.” 

4031. Have you made a calculation of the amount which you suppose the 
tea actually costs the Company at the Cape of Good Hope ?—I have made 
such a calculation, which I will deliver im 

[The witness delivered in the same, with a printed notice attached, which were 

read as follows ;] 

NOTICE. 

The East-India Company's Stores will be open every Thursday, from 10 o’clock 

a. m. to 2 o’clock p. m., for the disposal of China and India goods_Terms_cash. 

live per cent, will be taken off the several articles in consequence of no vendue 
charges. 

East India Company’s Office, W. Hawkins, 

Jan. 22, 1828. Agent for the affairs of H. E. I. Company. 


4032. Have 
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4032. Have you also prepared a calculation of the price at which the same 
tea could be imported by a private merchant ?—I have. 

[The witness delivered in the same, which was read, as follows .-] 

Estimated Cost of a Pound of good Black Tea, imported from Canton in a private 

Ship to the Cape of Good Hope. 

Taking the average cost of good black tea at Canton at 20 tales per pecul of 

133£ lbs., and valuing the tale at 6s. Ad. British sterling, will cost, making s. d. 


allowances for breakage, &c. &c. about..... 1 0 

Charges at Canton : 

Shipping and dues, about 15 per cent.. 0 If 


1 If 

Charges at the Cape of Good H ope : s. d. 

Freight and primage, £8. 8s. per 1,120 lbs. is. 0 If 

Insurance and policy, 5 percent, on 15c?.... 0 Of 

Landing charges, storage, postage, and other incidental expenses 

and warehouse rent.............. 0 2§ 

Customs duty, valuing the tea at 3s. perlb., 10 per cent.. 0 3|- 0 8§ 


Cost of a pound of black tea at the Cape..... 1 lOf 


If we add to this sum of Is. lOfrf., cost of a pound of tea, with all charges, a profit 
of 25 per cent., it is presumed, if private traders will be found eager to enter into the 
trade, then its cost will be 2s. 3fd. per lb. 


4033. You have in the first statement made an allowance of 10 per cent, 
of duties to be paid to the emperor of China on exportation ; are you not 
aware that the emperor’s duty on tea is charged in the cost of the tea?—1 
was not quite certain of that, and therefore I charged it both in the one and 
the other. I added it rather than have left it out, because it makes the 
calculation so much more in favour of the Company. 

4034. Have you estimated the exchange of the tale at the same value 
in both accounts ?—Yes. 

4035. Are the Committee to understand, that if no export duty is 
charged above the price usually quoted in Canton, both those statements 
will be higher by the 10 per cent, which you have allowed ?—Yes. 

4036. You have estimated the emperor’s duties and the shipping charges 
at Canton at 15 per cent.; do you know whether the Chinese merchants 
who sell the tea, ship the tea without any charge or not ?—No, I do not. 

4037. You have estimated the sale at 6s. 4 d. ; supposing, according to 
the present rate of exchange, the sale were 5s. 6d., what difference would 
that make in your estimate of the cost ofthe tea ?—That would be a matter 
of calculation. 

3 U 4038. Do 


1 April 1830. 


A. Borradaile, 
Esq. 














516 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 


April 1830. 

/. llorradaile, 
Esq. 


4038a. Do you know what the actual rate of exchange by merchants, 
between China and the Cape, is ?—There is no such thing as exchange be¬ 
tween China and the Cape. 

4039. What reason have you for believing that the freight costs the 
Company £22 per ton from China to the Cape of Good Hope ?—From the 
rate at which the ships are chartered, I apprehend it cannot cost them a 
great deal less than that 

4040. In your estimate you make the freight of the tea from China to 
the Cape of Good Hope cost as much as the amount starting from London 
to India, and then to Canton, and then back to London ?-Yes; because 
the Company’s ships never take in any thing at the Cape to fill up their 
vacant space, and therefore we allow them the same rate in that way as if 
they brought the tea all the way to London. 

4041. If the trade were thrown open, what return-cargo would go from 
the Cape to Canton ?—There would be no return-cargo; it must be silver 
that must go. There would be no return-cargo unless the vessel filled up 
in the Straits in going there, and which she very likely might do. 

4042. Upon what data have you taken the freight at £8.8 s. per ton 
by the private trade ?—Upon the being able to charter a ship for that sum 
of money. 

4043. Can you take up shipping at that rate now ?—No doubt we could. 

4044. Can you usually do it at about that rate ?—Yes. 

4045. Have you been engaged in shipping yourself?—No. 

4046. Have you hired ships ?—I have hired ships occasionally. 

4047. And you state that estimate of £8. 8s. from what you know the 
present prices are ?—Yes. 

4048. Do you charge the whole of the freight in your calculation of the 
private trade ?—No ; something might be got in freight from the Straits to 
China, which would enable the ship-owner to bring the tea from China at 
that price : perhaps £2 or £3 a ton might be got in that way. 

4049. Have you made the calculation upon the full amount of freight ? 

—Yes. ® 

4050. Then the comparison between the Company’s freight and the 
freight upon the private trade is founded upon the same data?—It is. 

4051. What is the rate of exchange at the Cape of Good Hope upon 
England?—The rix-dollar is 1,?. (id. sterling; they are at a premium of 14 
per cent, upon Treasury bills. 

4052. Have you any means of buying Spanish dollars at the Cape of 
Good Hope ?—Not at present, to any extent. 

4053. How then could you send them to Canton?—-We could have 
dollars sent out from England to the Cape at no very great charge. Except 

a few 
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a few seal-skins, that would be the only thing that could go from the Cape 
to Canton as a return-cargo; it must be a money-trade; we must place 
funds at Canton for the purchase of the teas. 

4054. And the means you would adopt of obtaining funds would be by 
obtaining them from England ?—Yes. 

4055. And that forms the basis of your calculation ?—Yes. 

4056. If the trade were thrown open between Canton and the Cape, 
might not ships supply the Cape with all the articles they require, and fill 
up with wine or corn, or other Cape produce, and bring their full tonnage 
on to England ?—No doubt they might. 

4057. Would not that reduce the amount of tonnage which you have 
given in the estimate considerably ?—1 do not know that it would. 

4058. What is the home freight between the Cape and England at the 
present time ?—About £3 a ton. 

4059. Would not you then save £3 out of the £8 which you have stated 
as the freight for the whole voyage?—If you are to take a ship starting 
from London, and touching at the Cape, and going to Canton; but we 
should consider the voyage as ended when she got to the Cape. 

4060. Might not a ship be contracted for from England to Canton, with 
liberty to touch at the Cape either going out or coming home, and would 
not that diminish the charge of freight on the tea very considerably ?—Per¬ 
haps it might; it would be according to the rate of freight they got at the 
Cape. 

4061. Are you aware of any tea having been bought in London and 
sent out to the Cape ?—Yes, I bought some myself, and the Company’s 
officers and. the comptroller of the Customs laid their heads together and 
seized it, though they had the opinion of the Board of Trade and of the 
Commissioners of Excise and Customs, and the Governor of the Cape, that 
the tea was perfectly legal, and the tea was restored; and the most the 
Company’s agent could do was to protest against it as an illegal importa¬ 
tion. 

4062. Has that been repeated?—Not by us, because it only realized 
about 2| per cent., which was not sufficient to induce us to repeat it. It 
was tea which had been bought at the Company’s sale in London. 

4063. How much less could you have sold that tea at the Cape than the 
tea actually sold by the Company?—I cannot tell that. It might fetch 
about the Company’s prices, and doing that it only left us a trifling profit, 
because we bought at 2s. 3d. a pound in London what we could have bought 
at Is. in China: but we did it to see whether the Company would be so 
strict in their monopoly as even to prevent that mode of supply. 

4064. Bo you consider the present monopoly of the Company as inju¬ 
rious to the general trade of the Cape ?—Exceedingly injurious. 

3 U 2 4067. Do 
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A. Horradaile, 
Esq. 


4065. Do you find any great difficulty in remitting from the Cape the 
produce of English manufactures ?—No, we find no difficulty; bills are at 
a premium of f} per cent.; for £101.10s. you can get a bill on England for 
£100 sterling. 

4066. In what way do you consider the monopoly to be most injurious 
to the trade of the Cape ?—Because the excess of price which the people 
are charged for the tea might be spent by them in other matters, by which 
the trade of the colony would be promoted. If they could get the same 
quantity of tea for £10,000 for which they now pay £20,000, they might 
spend the other ten in promoting the trade, shipping, and every thing else 
belonging to the colony. 

4067. Are the Committee to understand that the sale-price of the tea at 
the Cape is in general higher than in England ?—No doubt it must be so; 
it is about 3s. 9 d. a pound. 

4068. You have stated that only two ships from China stop at the Cape ; 
this petition complains that the vessels trading to India are prevented from 
stopping at the Cape out or home, is that the fact?—That is the fact: 
there are two ships licensed by the Company to leave their teas there, and 
then go on. 

4069. If the trade were open, you consider the Cape would derive bene¬ 
fit from private ships calling at the Cape ?—Yes, I do. As an instance of 
that I may mention, that during the spring of last year there were many 
ships chartered for Bombay and the Mauritius more than could find loading, 
and nearly all of those touched at the Cape as their dernier resort, by which 
means the merchants at the Cape got their wine brought home at 15s. a pipe 
instead of 80s. or 35s. ; besides which, they had to supply those ships with a 
large quantity of colonial produce, which was a beneficial trade to the 
colony. 

4070 . It is stated in the petition, that a great increase has taken place 
since the trade with India was opened in 1S15; are the Committee to 
understand that the Cape has benefited by opening the trade to India;— 
Exceedingly. 

4071. And, in like manner, you expect that if the trade to China was 
open, a further improvement in the state of the colony would take place ?— 
Decidedly. 

4072. Is the balance of trade, generally speaking, in favour of the 
Cape of Good Hope, or in favour of Great Britain ?—It is in favour of Great 
Britain. 

4078. Is the freight from Great Britain to the Cape higher than the freight 
back ?—The freight from Great Britain to the Cape is about 40s. a ton, and 
back it is about £3. 


Mr. 
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Mr. ALEXANDER M'DONALD, and Mr. DANIEL DIXON, 
called in and examined. 

4074. ( To Mr. McDonald.) You have been resident at the Cape?—I have 
for about thirty-two years ; I left in 1827 . 

4075. ( To Air. Dixon.) How long have you resided there ?—For thirteen 
years; from 1813 to 1826. 

4076. Will you have the goodness to look at the calculations which have 
been delivered in by Mr. Borradaile; were you concerned in making them ? 
I was. 

4077* Do you believe them to be correct?—l do, according to informa¬ 
tion I obtained at the Cape. 

4078. According to that calculation, the price of ordinary black tea, such 
as is consumed at the Cape, is 3s. 9d. a {xnmd?—The price the Company 
sells at is from 3s. Ad. to 3 s. 9d. ; 3s. 9 d. is about the average ; they have a 
higher class again than that, which they sell at 4 s. 

4079. ^ Will you explain the mode in which the Company’s teas are sold 
at the Cape ?—The Company have a resident agent at the Cape, who sells 
the teas. Formerly there was a public sale on the Thursday in every week, 
at which the government auctioneer attended; there were no catalogues 
printed, but the teas were put up by the vendue-master by the single chest, 
at a certain price, and any person who wished to purchase, took as many as 
he wished at that price. The duty of the auctioneer was merely to offer each 
separate description of tea at the price that was fixed, and to knock down 
the quantity called for by each individual, and there the sale closed. 

4080. What is the present mode in which the teas are sold by the Com¬ 
pany at the Cape?—The government have now abolished the office of 
vendue-master, and the Company do not now sell by an auctioneer; and 
instead of selling as they used to do at two months’ credit, they now sell for 
cash, deducting five per cent, for ready money. Thursday is still kept up 
as the day of sale, the price of each description of tea is fixed, and any per¬ 
son may go upon that day and take as many chests as he pleases at those prices. 

4081. Is the tea sold at a cheaper rate now than it was formerly ?—-No; 
it is sold at the same price ; there is no variation in the prices ; the Com¬ 
pany fix their own prices for the teas, and they get their own prices whatever 
they may be. 

4082. Can you state the description of teas that are generally imported 
by the Company into the Cape of Good Hope, and the prices at which they 
are sold? I hey consist of four black teas: Congo, souchong, souchi, and 
pekoe ; and of two green teas, hyson and gunpowder. The congo is generally 
sold at about 70 rix-dollars for 25 catty boxes, that is about 3s. 6d. a pound; 
souchong at about 80 rix-dollars for 25 catty boxes, which is about 4 s. a 
pound; souchi at about 120rix-dollars for 40 catty boxes, which is about 

3s. 7 d. 
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3s. 7 d. a pound ; and pekoe at about 40 rix-dollars for 10 catty boxes, or 
4s. Sid. a pound. Hyson is sold for about 100 rix-dollars for 25 catty boxes, 
or about 5s. a pound; and gunpowder for about 50 rix-dollars for 10 catty 
boxes, or 6s. a pound. 

4083. What is the general quality of the tea imported by the Company 
into the Cape?—It is generally inferior, and it is much complained of. 

4084. Can you furnish the Committee with a statement of the quantity of 
tea that has been imported into the Cape by the Company for a number of 
years ?—I have a statement of the quantity and declared value for the last 
thirteen years. 

[The witness delivered in the same , which was ready as follows ;] 


(D.)_Statement showing the Quantity<mnd declared Value of Tea on which the 

Duties of Customs hare been paid at the Cape of Good Hope, from the Year 1816 
to 1828, both inclusive: Population for the same period. 


YEARS. 

POPULATION. 

Weight in lbs. 
to 

112 lbs. English. 

Declared Value 
for 

Duties inRix-Dollars. 

In British Sterling. 



lbs. 

Rdrs. 

£ ■ s. d. 

1816.. 

88,486 

*125,585 

247,171 

26,776 17 o 

1817. 

i 97,535 

*116,222 

232.445 

21,307 10 0 

1818. 

1 98,899 

*118,506 

237,013 

21,726 4 0 

1819. 

101,657 

*106,608 

212,306 

20,347 0 0 

1820. 

105,336 

*158,788 

307,577 

28,194 11 0 

1821 . 

110,147 

93,795 

187,667 

14,075 0 0 

1822 . 

111,451 

*73,965 

147,930 

10,478 0 0 

1823 . . . 

116,205 

*77,650 

154,301 

11,572 11 0 

1824 . . 

118,300 

*112,750 

225,500 

11,972 11 0 

1825. 

121,497 

113,215 

223,360 

16,752 0 0 

1826. 

124,320 

106,512 

213,066 

15,980 0 0 

1827. 

128,403 

91,311 

182,680 

13,701 0 0 

1828. 

132,610 

77,916 

141,936 

10,646 0 0 


* In these years the weights were not returned by the custom-house, only the value in rix- 
dollars ; but 2 Rdrs. per lb. is understood to be the value at which duties are levied. The pounds 
here stated, it is presumed, will be found nearly correct. 


4085. In the paper which has been delivered in by Mr. Borradaile, you 
take for granted that you can buy the quality of tea supplied at the Cape at 
20 tales a’ pecul, do you suppose that the Company buy the tea which is sup¬ 
plied at the Cape at that rate ?—We have taken 20 tales, from mere infor¬ 
mation 
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mation, as the price at which good black tea of that quality might be 
purchased. 

4086. In what way do you consider the Company’s monopoly in the China 
market has injured the Cape of Good Hope ?—We consider it has injured 
the Cape of Good Hope, insomuch as they have fixed the price higher than 
the inhabitants have been able to pay for it, and in consequence the con¬ 
sumption has considerably fallen off. 

4087. Is it your opinion, that if the tea could be sold cheaper from the 
state of society there, a much larger consumption would take place ?—No 
doubt of it; four times the present amount. 

4088. Do you mean to say that four times the present amount could be 
consumed there if private traders were allowed to enter into the trade?— 
(Mr. M‘Donald). —I think the consumption would be considerably increased, 
but I cannot say to what precise amount- 

4089. During the time you have been there have the Company’s prices for 
tea of the same quality been fixed, or have they varied every year?—I never 
took any notice of the variation of the prices, but I know that the Company 
always fix their own prices, and they sell them at those prices: formerly 
they used to fix the price in proportion to the exchange, and when the 
exchange was high, naturally of course the Company altered their prices. 

{Mr. Dixon.') —As they fixed their prices in rix-dollars, and as the dollar 
fluctuated, it made a difference some years in the sterling prices of the teas; 
but they made it up in the following year, for there was a variation in the 
rate of exchange until the year 1826, when the dollar was fixed. 

4090. Would the supply of any other articles, the produce of Canton, be 
increased if the trade were opened.— {Mr. McDonald.) —There is no question 
about it. Silks of all descriptions, and nankeens, and crockery-ware, and 
all the different things. 

4091. Then you mean to say, that by the present restrictions upon trade 
the supply of all these articles for the Cape has been very much narrowed? 
—There is no doubt of it. 

4092. And that you think has been attended with commercial injury to 
the society at the Cape?—I consider it has been a very great injury to the 
settlement. 

4093. In what way do you consider the colony will be benefited by the 
opening of the trade to China ?—It will be benefited by it in this respect: 
there would be an increase of shipping calling at the Cape, and there would 
be an interchange of commodities. 

4094. What commodities have you to interchange?—We have got wines, 
and different things, that might be sent to the eastward, and I have myself 
often sent them to the eastward. Wines might be sent to Sincapore, and 
different articles of colonial produce. 
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4095. Will you enumerate a lew of’the articles?—Butter and ivory; hides 
and skins of all descriptionshorns, aloes, and ostrich feathers; corn also 
might be sent; but I do not think corn would answer, because it is grown 
cheaper in India. Salt fish might be sent. It would create a spirit of 
enterprize in the colonists. 

(Mr. Dixon .)—There are two articles which would be in immediate 
demand in China; the elephants’ teeth and seal-skins. 

4096. Would any train oil be sent ?—I should think not. 

4097. You have stated, that when the exchange on England varied, the 
prices of tea also varied. Since the currency at the Cape was fixed, has the 
price of the different kinds of tea sold by the Company been also fixed r— 
Their prices have remained nearly stationary. 

4098. Is there any other way in which ships coming from the eastward 
from China would promote the interest of the colony ?—By discharging their 
cargoes from the eastward, and taking in other cargoes in return. 

4099. Wliat other cargoes ?—-Cargoes of wines, and other commodities, 
for Europe. 

4100. Were you at the Cape before the trade to India was opened in 
Mr. A.MrDonald. 1814?—(Mr. McDonald).— Yes, I was there since 1798. 

4101. What increase of facility did you find by the opening of the private 
trade to India r—-Very great facility indeed. Formerly we could not bring 
any thino' from the eastward ; they were under most severe restrictions, even 
in the time of war. When the King’s ships had taken prizes to the eastward 
that had on board East-India produce, that East-Iudia produce was under 
the necessity of being sold for exportation; it was not allowed to be used 
in the colony; then the sales took place, and the property was put under 
custom-house locks and keys, and a bond was given for the due exportation 
of those goods; and since the trade was thrown open, the Company’s trade 
with India has declined very considerably, in consequence of the enterprize 
of private individuals entering into that trade, and importing the same 
qualities and the same description of goods from India that the Company 
used to do, and they have undersold the Company; and the consequence 
is, that the Company have not sold many goods for a length of time. When 
I left the Cape there was a large quantity of goods belonging to the Company 
that have remained there from the time that Mr. Pringle died; and they 
are now selling in their public sales for what they can get for them, and they 
will not probably get one-half the prime cost for them. 

4102. What articles are they ?—Piece-goods, Bengal goods. 

4103. Can the Americans deliver.any articles at the Cape?—No; for¬ 
merly, when there was a restriction upon the trade, the Americans used to 
come and buy all our prize-goods from us, which were bonded for 
exportation. 

4104. Are you at the present moment prohibited from receiving silks, or 

any 
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any produce of China, except by those two Company’s ships that touch 
there ?—I believe so, direct from China; that was so when I came away. 

4105. — (Mr. Dixon )—Are you able to state what is the opinion of the 
merchants generally as to the advantages that would result from the opening 
the trade to China ?—I can state that they are uniformly impressed with the 
idea that it would considerably benefit the colony, as is evident by the resolu- 
tionspassed at a general meeting of the inhabitants held at Cape Town on the 
22d July 1829, under the sanction of the governor of the colony, that the 
teas would be got at considerably less prices than the Company sell them 
at the present moment, and that the consumption would be greatly increased, 
which would much benefit the colony. From the statement I have delivered, 
it appears that while the population at the Cape has been increasing, the 
consumption of tea has been gradually decreasing. In 1816, the amount of 
tea sold was 125,000 lbs., when the population was 88,000 j and the amount 
in 1828 was 77>QW lbs. when the population was 132,000. 

4106. From what authority did you take the statement you have delivered 
inr—The value and price of tea is taken from the custom-house decla¬ 
rations, and the information of the Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry, 
and the population from the same sources; with the exception of the two 
last years, which are taken from the custom-house returns only. 

4107. To what causes do you attribute that great diminution ?—The great 
falling off in the relative value of interest and of labour may be one cause, 
and the high price of tea is another. 

4108. Then you mean to say, the price of tea remaining stationary, while 
the price of labour and the profits of capital are reduced, the means of 
consumption have been lessened?—Yes. 

4109* Do you know whether the Company’s monopoly extends to the 
Mauritius ?—I believe not. 

4110. In the tables which you have made of the sales of tea by the 
Company at the Cape, and of the rate at which a private merchant could 
import it, have you had reference to the currency at the Cape, or to sterling 
money?—To sterling money. 

4111. Do you grow coffee at the Cape ?—No. 

4112. Do you import coffee ?—Yes. 

4113. Are you able to state whether the importation of coffee has 
increased during the period that the importation of tea has decreased ?—It 
has been progressively increasing in quantum and decreasing in value. I 
nave taken one or two years’statement of it, and I find it is from 180,000 
to 220,000 lbs. weight. I take the three years of 1825, 1826, and 1827. 

4114. If more nankeens and silks from China were consumed at the Cape, 
would not the consumption of British manufactures be diminished ?—I do 
not, think it would. T he fact is, that the exportations from Great Britain 
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of British manufactures affect more the Company’s trade in piece-goods from 
Bengal; but there would be still the same consumption from this country* 
even if the nankeens from China were imported into the Cape. So far as 
regards silks I cannot say; but decidedly I am of opinion, that the quantity 
of nankeens imported from China for the consumption of the colony would 
not interfere with any manufactures imported from this country ; but I am 
of opinion also, that by having those articles freely coming into the colony, 
an opportunity might be given for exportation of these articles by transit trade. 

4115. Supposing that the population and the wealth of the Cape are both 
increasing, might not there be room for an increased importation of nankeens 
and of other articles from China, and also room for an increased exportation 
of British manufactures ?—-There is no question of it. 

4116. Is it impracticable, under present circumstances, for parties at the 
Cape of Good Hope to obtain a supply of tea from the Americans ?—-The 
Americans have not accepted the reciprocity act, and they are not allowed 
to trade with us at all. 

4117. Have you ever received any tea at the Cape by ships coming from 
Sincapore or from Bengal ?—There is not a pound of tea allowed to be landed 
from any place (except, latterly, from London) except what is brought by 
the Company’s ships. 

4118. Are any other articles of China produce permitted indirectly to be 
imported into the Cape ?—There are other articles. 

4119. Is the Committee to understand that the Cape of Good Hope is sup¬ 
plied exclusively with the produce of China by the East-India Company 
No; only the article of tea. 

4120. Are they then supplied with other China goods through private mer¬ 
chants ?—Through the Company’s officers direct from Canton, from private 
sources, from Bengal, or from anywhere else. 

4121. You were understood to state, that from the year 1816 down to the 
present time there has been a progressive diminution in the consumption of 
tea in the colony of the Cape of Good Hope ?—The statement exhibits a 
little fluctuation, but a very considerable decrease in thirteen years ; it is not 
a regular progressive decrease. 

4122. How are the duties levied on articles of import by the Company 
and by merchants generally ?—By merchants they are in the first place paid 
ctd 'valorem* When a private merchant enters his goods for importation, lie 
goes down with his invoices to the custom-house, and he gets a permit upon 
paying the duty upon his invoice ad valorem. When the Company import 
their tea, they get an indiscriminate order from the custom-house to land any 
quantity of tea they think proper, and then those teas are deposited in the 
Company’s warehouses, and they pay the duties to the government upon the 
amount of the sales, and therefore it is impossible for an individual to know 
what quantity of teas the Company may have in store: they may have more 
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or less than the consumption of the colony, and they generally have a greater 1 April 1830. 
quantity than is necessary for the consumption ; but all that is known to the a.M-D onald 
public is through the medium of the custom-house, on which they pay their md 

duties on their sales. Mr. D. Dixon. 

4123. Are you aware whether the Company’s agent at the Cape has ever 
granted a license for a ship to go from the Cape to Canton for tea?—Never; 

I think he never had it in his power. 

4124. Do you conceive that the circumstance of only two of the Company’s 
ships touching at the Cape has a tendency to raise to an undue amount the 
price of the various articles they bring from China?—No doubt of it. 

4125. To what extent do you conceive it does that?—It is impossible to 
say; I think the article of tea could be sold at the Cape from 30 or 40 per 
cent, less than it is; and nankeens and silks can be sold much cheaper 
than* they would be sold at the Company’s warehouses, perhaps at 25 per 
cent. less. 

4126. Do the Dutch inhabitants at the Cape consume as much tea as the 
English inhabitants ?—I believe they do. 

4127. Is the use of tea pretty general there ?—Very much so. 

4128 Have you ever made any estimate of how much is consumed per 

head >_ (Mr. Dixon.) According to the official returns it was formerly a 

pound and a half per head; but that has decreased to very little above halt a 
pound a head. 

4129 Is not the quantity of tea imported by the Company into the Cape 
more than sufficient for the demand?—I believe it is considerably more. 

4130. Is not the price much more than the inhabitants can afford to pay : 

—No doubt it is. 

4131. Are ships in the private trade to India in the habit of touching at 
the Cape ?—Ships from Bengal and Bombay are frequently in the habit of 
touching at the Cape; the Company’s ships may sometimes touch, but very 
seldom. 

4132 Are you aware whether there is any order issued by the Company 
respecting their ships touching at the Cape?—I am not aware of it from my 
own knowledge, but from common report I undeistanu it is. t 

THOMAS GORE LLOYD, Esq. Accountant General of the East-India 
Company, called in, and examined. 

4133. In the remittances made to the Company’s Factory at Canton, there /. G. Lloyd, Esq. 
is the article of commanders’ cotton-bonds £98,000, what is the nature of that 
transaction ?—The nature of that transaction is, that the Court of Directors 
have given a privilege to their commanders to load cotton for China, with 
which they are supplied by the Presidencies ol India; they give bonds for 
• 3X2 this 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 


1 April 1830. 

T. G. Lloyd, Esq. 


this at the (Presidencies whence they lade, to pay for the same into the 
Canton treasury such an amount in tales. 

4134. At what rate of exchange is that payment taken ?—The rate of 
exchange at which it is taken there is according to the intrinsic value 
of the coins with which the Presidencies of India have supplied the com¬ 
manders. 

4135. At how much per tale is that ?—At the value of a rupee at the 
Mint-price of silver, which is a little better than 2s., and their cotton-bonds 
are calculated at 210 sicca rupees for 100 dollars. 

4136. Can you state how much per tale it makes on that transaction ?— 
About 6s. Id. a tale. 

4137. So that the commanders get the benefit of the difference between 
the rate you have stated of 6s. Id. and 5s. 7d., which you stated the real 
exchange from China to be?—The real exchange that I stated was 5s. 7 d. 
for bills drawn upon England; a commander places the tale in China at 
6s. Id. 

4138. Is not the difference so much profit to the commander ?—I con¬ 
ceive not, because he pays more for his tale than he would obtain it for in 
exchange; he pays 6s. Id., whereas he could have obtained a tale by bill on 
England at 5s. 7d. 

4139. If he pays this money into the Company’s treasury at Canton, the 
lower the rate of exchange is, the higher amount of sterling money he gets 
for the money he pays in ?—The operation is this, that he by his engagement 
pays so many tales into the China treasury, which in sterling money amount 
to 6s. Id. a tale j if he obtained a tale by a bill upon England, he would 
place it in China at 5s. 7d. whereas now he places it at 6s. Id. 

4140. For every tale that the Company’s commander pays in he gets a sum 
in sterling money; if he gets 6s. Id. for the tale instead of 5s. Id. for the 
tale, is not it so much for his benefit ?—I apprehend the operation is mis¬ 
taken. The China commander has been advanced so many sicca rupees in 
India, for which he undertakes to pay into the China treasury so many tales 
at a stipulated rate of exchange ; therefore he pays a tale, which in sterling 
is 6s. Id., that is, he places 6s. Id. in the Canton treasury, or gets credit for 
the tale at that rate j but if he drew a bill upon England he would have the 
tale in his possession at 5s. 7d. 

4141. Is not it clear that this money paid into the Company’s treasury, 
costing the Company 6s. Id. per tale, is so much dearer to them than if they 
got it at the actually existing exchange of 5s. 7d.; and is it not therefore 
so much loss to the Company ?—The Company could have obtained, by 
means of a bill on England, a tale at 5s. 7d. and they place it at 6s. Id. 

4142. Therefore that is so much to the prejudice of the Company, and to 
the profit of the commander ?—It is so. 

4143. In a note to your return, it is stated that “ the cost of the supplies 

furnished 
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furnished to China through India is here calculated at the intrinsic value of 
the India coins at the Mint-price of standard value, instead of the rate affixed 
to those coins by the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of Indiain 
what manner have the Board of Commissioners fixed those rates ?—They 
have fixed those rates in the arrangement for the separation of the accounts 
between territory and commerce, which by a clause in the Act of 1813 
they were empowered to do; the Act directed that the accounts should be 
prepared upon that principle. 

4 , 144 . Upon that principle the tale is taken at 6s. XOd. and 417 decimals ? 
—That would be the value of a tale, if we calculate the supplies from Eng¬ 
land at the Board’s rates. 

4145. If that is the rate pointed put by Act of Parliament, why is it 
deviated from ?—The rate is not pointed out by Act of Parliament, but the 
Board of Commissioners have fixed that rate. 

4146. Then when you say that by this operation the teas are put up at a 
price below their actual cost and charges, do you mean to say that the i ea! 
cost and charge of the tale to the Company in China is 6s. 10 d. and 417ths ? 
—I mean so to say, if we calculate the supplies from India at the Board’s 
rates. 

4147. In taking your invoice of cotton shipped from Bengal of value ac¬ 
cording to what you call the Mint-price of silver, at 5s. &£, where do you 
find any such Mint-price?—It was the former Mint-price. I am well 
aware that 66 is now used where 62 formerly was; but I believe that the 
same standard exists as did formerly in respect of fine silver. 

4148. You continue the old standard, which is no longer existing?— 
Yes. 

4149. Will you have the goodness to explain how it is that the Company 
are entitled to rate the tale at 6s. 4 d. which they now do ?—The valuation 
of the tea is made according to the actual cost to the Company in pounds 
sterling j they have placed so many pounds sterling for the provision of 
their investment in that year, which in fact has produced so many tales; the 
cost of one tale by that operation is 6s. 4 d ., which I have stated before. 

4150. Is there an investment purchased by the Company in India to be 
sent to the China market with which to pay for the teas ?— I here is, con¬ 
sisting of cotton. 

4151. Do the Company themselves purchase the cotton, or do the Com¬ 
pany’s officers purchase the cotton ?—'The Company themselves purchase, 
the cotton for their own investment in Bombay and Bengal. 

4152. Do they receive that cotton in kind as part of the payment of land 
revenue ?—I am not well acquainted with the Indian system, but I appre¬ 
hend not j I think the cotton of Bengal is purchased in the market, or by 
provision, through their commercial residents. 

4158. Do 
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I April 1830. 4-153. Do they purchase that cotton at the market rate ?—That which is 

~~~ purchased in the market certainly, but that which is obtained by means of 
/. (r. Moya, Lsq. a( j vances i s not at the market rate ; it is what the commercial resident can 
obtain it at; it is not bought at the public market. 

4154. Supposing cotton to be purchased in the market, why should the 
sicca rupee be reckoned at 2s., when in fact it is only worth lx 1 Od. or 
lx lid.?—The sicca rupee is stated in this account lower than what the 
Company in their commercial character are charged for it, without reference 
to the current exchange certainly ; but the mode in which it operates as a 
reduction of the upset price is, that we have taken it at 2x, when in fact it 
cost us 2 s. 3d- 84. 

4155. Do you mean that it is a reduction of the upset price, supposing 
you take the valuation put upon a rupee by the Commissioners of the Board 
of Control ?—It is a reduction of the upset price if we take a rupee at the 
Mint-price of silver, that being 2x and a fraction, and the Board’s rate 
2s. 3d‘ 84. 

4156. Is the Mint-price of silver the real value of the rupee at the present 
moment ?—Not in exchange, certainly. 

4157. Then supposing cotton is purchased in the markets of India for an 
investment to China, and purchased with rupees, would it not be purchased 
at the rate at which the rupee is current in India at the time ?—If the East- 
India Company were not obliged in their commercial capacity to account 
to the territorial branch of their affairs at the high rate as regards the value 
of the rupee, certainly I agree that it would be so. 

4158. Are not the funds coming into the Company’s treasury at China 
parted with for a sale of cotton ; and must not the upset price of the teas 
depend in part upon the price at which that cotton sells in China?— 
Clearly. 

4159. So that if the Company were to make a fortunate adventure in 
their cotton trade, it would lessen the upset price of the teas; and, on the 
other hand, if it were to make an unfortunate adventure in cotton, it would 
increase the upset price of the teas ?—It has precisely that operation. 

4160. How do you consider that the Act of Parliament justifies the 
Company in confounding together two totally distinct operations, and putting 
upon the upset price of tea the result, either fortunate or otherwise, of their 
adventures in cotton ?—Because I conceive that the Act of Parliament di¬ 
rected the Company to put up the tea at its cost; and if by a fortunate 
operation in commerce they place more tales in China at one time than at 
another, I think that the cost of the tea would be so much reduced; if) on 
the other hand, there is an unfortunate out-turn, the upset price of the tea 
would be so much increased. 

4161. In every mercantile transaction with a foreign country, is not the 

sale 
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sale -price the produce of the goods sold valued in the money of that country ? 
—It is so, certainly. 

4163. Is not the prime cost of any article purchased in a foreign country 
the amount paid for it valued in the money of that country ?—It is; but I 
think it all has reference to the pound sterling, ultimately. 

4163. Is there any other way in ordinary mercantile transactions of ascer¬ 
taining the value of such foreign money in British money, either of sale or 
prime cost, except the current rate of exchange between the foreign country 
and this country ?—'That is the ordinary process, but I think that the value 
or the cost of placing any funds in a foreign country must be regulated by 
the pound sterling it ultimately costs me. 

4164. You are, of course, acquainted with the Commutation Act of the 
24th George III.; by the 5th section of that Act, the East-India Company 
are required from time to time to send orders for the purchase of such quan¬ 
tities of tea as may be requisite for the supply of this country, and that the 
tea so purchased shall be put up to sale at the prime cost thereof with the 
other charges thereupon. Now have you any reason to believe that it is the 
intention of that Act that the prime cost of purchase, as therein directed, 
should be calculated upon a different principle from that which prevails in all 
other mercantile transactions ?—I apprehend that the effect to the Company 
is precisely what I have before stated ; that they have disbursed a certain 
amount in sterling money, for which they have placed a number of tales in 
China, I conceive that that is the sound principle for establishing the cost 
of a single tale, and thereby they have complied with the Act of Parlia¬ 
ment. 

4165. What reason have you to believe that “prime cost” in the Act of 
Parliament is to be construed differently from the construction put upon 
those words in all mercantile dealings?—I conceive that nothing can shake 
what I have stated, that for so many pounds sterling so many tales have 
been placed in China, consequently the price of one tale is so much in 
sterling money. 

4166. Suppose the Company draws upon England £100,000 in bills from 
China, and the cost of the tale in those bills is 5s. 5%d at the present rate of 
exchange, is the Company justified under the Act of Parliament in charging 
the tea purchased with that £100,000 sterling, at a rate of exchange which 
gives a different value to the tale from that at which the bills were drawn ? 
They are perfectly justified, inasmuch as the mode by which they have sup¬ 
plied their Canton treasury would, in that case, be by the operation of a, 
mean that they have not used, or in a very limited way. 

4167. Have they not drawn bills upon the treasury in England at a rate 
of exchange which gives the tale at about Ss.'jfd. ?—'They have calculated 
the tale to have been furnished at that rate by bills. 

4168. Is there any legal opinion to justify that construction of the Act of 
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Parliament ?—I am not aware that there is, because the necessity for it has 
never been apparent. 

4169. Suppose an adventure made by the Company in manufactured 
goods from England or from India, upon which their loss should be 500 per 
percent., should you feel that the Act of Parliament was not strained by 
charging the tale at a rate which would cover that loss ? The instance is 
not very likely to arise ; but certainly the mode which I have adopted would 
involve such an issue. But I apprehend the Company would never export 
goods upon which there may arise a loss of 500 per cent. 

4170. It appears that in 1814 the Board of Control interfered to settle 
the value of the rupee for the territorial accounts of the Company. This 
Act of Parliament, fixing that the teas should be put up at prime cost, was 
passed long before any Such interference on the part of the Board of Con¬ 
trol, therefore how can the Company rest this construction of the Act of 
Parliament upon the decision of the Board of Control in 1814?—I do, inas¬ 
much as I conceive the mode which they adopt is the actual prime cost to 
the Company. 

4171 . Are you aware that in the evidence of the late Mr. Charles Grant, 
given before the Committee of Foreign Trade in 1821, he stated that the 
invariable custom of the Company for a century had been to value the tale 
at 6 s. 8 d. ?—I am aware that he did state so, and they are so valued in our 
common transactions, but certainly not for the computation of the prime 
cost of tea for the upset price; we should then have run into the errors 
which the Committee appear to think I have already run into. 

4172. Then it was not so valued invariably in the upset price of tea?— 
Clearly not. 

4178. To what other transactions did Mr. Grant’s evidence refer ?—To 
Our profit and loss accounts. 

4174. Must not the question of profit and loss in mercantile transactions 
be determined by the prime cost and the sale prices ?-—It would certainly be 
dependent upon such an issue; but in the computation that I have made I 
have assumed a rate for part of our supplies less than we pay for it ; but I 
should say that the computation of profit and loss upon an investment from 
China, since the rate affixed by the Board for the coins of India, should 
be calculated in as far as regards the return to India at the Board’s rate of 
exchange. 

4175. Are you aware that it is the custom of the Company to charge part 
of the freight upon the woollens that they send from England upon the 
prime cost of the tea at Canton ?—It enters into the invoice amount of the 
export. 

4176 . Does it enter into the real charge?—Clearly it has that effect, 
because it forms part of the invoice amount, which on the other side pro¬ 
duces so many tales, and thus enters into the computation of 6s. 4d. a tale. 

4177- Do 
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4177. Does it influence the real amount at which the freight is paid for 
the export of the woollens, or is that entered upen the price of the tea ?—It 
falls upon the price of the tea in the termination of the transaction; because, 
if the exports are increased in value by the amount of freight included in 
the invoice, and if the rate of the prime cost of the tea is increased in the 
same ratio, clearly it enters into the upset price of the tea. 

4178 . Was the same method of calculating the prime cost of the teas in 
China pursued before the Board fixed the rate of exchange in 1814 ?—The 
calculations for the upset price of tea before 1814 were made according to 
the rate of exchange of the day between China and England. 

4179 . You have stated that £135,000 was drawn upon the Treasury in 
England at the exchange of 5s. 7 d .; supposing a much larger sum had been 
required, could those bills have been passed at the same rate of exchange ?— 
The rate I have mentioned for the tale, in the drafts from China, was that, 
deducting interest included in the rate, for the sight of the bill ; but I 
apprehend that, according to the usual principle, where there is a great 
demand for bills, the rate of exchange would have been enhanced in some 
degree; to what degree I am not prepared to say. 

4180. Supposing that the Company did not resort to the mode which they 
have adopted of remitting commodities from India to China, and that they 
were under the necessity of paying for a considerable portion of their invest¬ 
ments in tea by bills, is it your opinion that such investments could be drawn 
for upon England at the exchange of 5s. 7 d.l —The supplies from India 
amount to about £ 1 , 000,000 sterling; and I think if that sum was required 
by the supercargoes for their bills upon the Court of Directors, a considerable 
increase in the rate of exchange would take place. 

4181. Do you contemplate an increase equal to the par which you have 
stated, of 65 . 4f d. ? —I recollect an instance in the year 1787, before any 
question, as regards the depreciation of the currency, was mooted, in which 
the Company drew from Canton £1,800,000 in one year; the exchange per 
dollar was 5s. 6d., making the tale ^s. 

4182. Would you then calculate, that if the same operation was to take 
place now, and the Company were under the necessity of drawing bills to 
the whole extent of their investment in tea, that the bills probably would be 
at the rate which you have stated ?-—Probably not; because the trade between 
China and India has very much increased since that time. There are funds 
seeking remittance to India to a much greater extent than there were at that 
time. 

4183. Since when have you estimated the tale at 6 s. 4 d. ?—It varies every 
yearaccording to the computation. 

4184. Can you state the rate for the last eight or ten years?—In 1827 - 8 , 
it was 6 s. 7d.; in 1826-7> it was 6 s. 3d .; in 1825-6, it was 6 s. 4d. 

4185. You have stated that, in your opinion, the real exchange of 5s. 7 d. 

3 Y would 
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1 April 1830. would be much higher if the Company did not make those shipments of 

- cotton ; in that case, would not other people make shipments of cotton, if 

T. G. Lloyd, Esq. cotton answered to send to China ?—Certainly. 

4186. Would not those other persons want returns for the cotton ?—-They 
might want returns to India, but would probably not be in a condition to 
advance money for bills upon England. 

4187. Therefore it would produce a demand for bills upon some place or 
other ?—Clearly. 

4188. That being the case, would not the exchange be just the same, 
whether the article of merchandize was shipped by the Company or by any 
body else, provided it be to the same extent?—I think it would. 

4189. You have stated, that you think the Company justified in carrying 
the result of their adventures in cotton over upon their upset price of teas j 
supposing the Company, as a trading company generally, should make any 
other adventure in merchandize to any part of India, the funds of which 
should ultimately centre in China, should you think that the mere circum¬ 
stance of the funds being ultimately intended for an investment in China a 
justification for laying the whole result of those adventures upon the price of 
tea, with reference to the Act of Parliament by which they are regulated, in 
fixing the upset price ?—I think that they would be justified, if the tales they 
place there cost them originally so many pounds sterling. 

4190. Do you mean that the result of all their adventures, and of some¬ 
times combined and varied adventures, whatever may be the extent of their 
loss or profit, should be calculated as governing the price of the tale in 
China?—If imports are made to India originally, with a view to send the 
produce of their imports to China, certainly I think so. 

4191. Could you give the Committee the result in tales of each specific 
articles of the funds furnished to China in the last year ?—The bills I have 
stated at 5s. 7 d., that is taking the interest out of them for the sight of the 
bill. The part that was supplied by sale of exports from England was 6s.9-^d. 
The exports from India were 7 s.$fed. The drafts on the Indian govern¬ 
ment were 5s. 9j^d.; this is taking the supplies from India at the intrinsic 
value of the coins. 

4192. Is not, in your opinion, the difference of the exchange between all 
those different items, and the real exchange which is shown by the bills, the 
measure of the profit and loss upon those several distinct adventures ?—If 
you could have placed all your funds there by bills of exchange at that rate, 
certainly you would have appeared to have lost by all that those several 
modes have cost you in excess. 

4193. The exchange of Canton upon England, by the last advices, has 
fallen to 3s. lid. the dollar, giving 5s. 5\d. for the tale; to what do you 
attribute the progressive fall of the exchange from Canton to England of 

late 
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late years ?—I conceive it can only arise from the want of demand for bills 
upon England, that persons have furnished their funds for their mercantile 
adventures in another way. 

4194 . That is, that a greater quantity of merchandize has been sent either 
from England or from India, or from other parts to China? \ es. 

4195 . If the trade were open, and the quantity of goods sent were still 
greater, do you not apprehend that the same result would occur in China 
that has occurred at Calcutta, that the exchanges would continue to be 
favourable to this country ?—They would fall, but not below the value of 
remitting the bullion. 

4196 . You attribute the fall to the greater supply of goods sent to China? 
—Certainly ; there is little demand for funds, by means of bills, to carry on 
the trade. 

4197 . Then, of course, nothing is likely in a state of peace to affect those 
exchanges, unfavourable to England, except a diminished supply of goods to 
the Chinese market?—No. 

4198 . Do you know whether persons at Calcutta have not found it advan¬ 
tageous at times to make remittances to England through Canton ?■ 1 know 
it has been done. 

4199 . Is the Committee to understand, from the printed tables of the 
prime cost of tea, that the tale is to be taken at 6s. 4f d. ?—No, that is lor 
profit and loss ; at the rate ol 6s. 8 d. 

4200. Can you state the average value of the tale in the upset price of 
tea for the last ten years ?—I will furnish the Committee with a statement 

of it. 

4201. How do you explain the difference of the amount of tea purchased 
in Canton, as compared with the sales; because in one year there appears a 
difference of 10,000,000 of lbs. between the amount purchased at Canton 
and the amount sold here?—We are obliged, by Act of Parliament, to veep 
a twelvemonth’s stock, and the reason for that large import was to maintain 
the stock at the rate prescribed by the Act. 

4202. What allowance do you make for wastage 3 —We make about one 
per cent, allowance for wastage, and one per cent, for allowance to buyers *, 
about two per cent, is the difference between the sale weight and the invoice 
weight. 

4203. In this statement of the freight and demurrage, in No. SI of the 
papers of last year, what proportion is to be charged to the Indian trade, 
and what proportion to the China trade ?-—Those are freight payments for 
the year $ more ships may arrive from China in one year than anotuer, or 
more from India. I cannot, without looking at the accounts, say the pi o- 
portion, but I should conceive that you might take probably four to China 

and the rest to India, in the proportion of about two-thirds. 

3 y g 4204. Do 
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Apnl 1830. 4204. Do the losses appear in the statement of the commercial freight ?— 

r JJrTi A' l° sses are state d distinctly in our computation of profit and loss : 

' the Company’s per-centage of loss since the year 1814 has been about f per 

cent. 

4205. What rate of freight do you consider to fall upon each pound of 
tea upon the whole ?—Black tea, about 4 \d. ; green tea, about 5\d. 

4206. Can you explain why the Company charge 3 per cent, upon the 
insurance, when the same insurance can be done in the market at 2£ percent.? 
—I am not aware that it can be done at 2£ per cent. But this rate of insurance 
is submitted every year to our commercial committee; there are many gen¬ 
tlemen in that committee who are merchants, and they approve of the rate 
that we assume. 

4207. How many years interest in the putting-up price do you charge upon 
the tea ?—We charge two years upon the cost and the insurance, one year 
upon the freight and demurrage. 

4208. Do you conceive that you are justified in charging two years’ inte¬ 
rest by the Act of Parliament ?—I conceive that we'are justified, inasmuch 
as we are obliged to keep one year’s consumption in the warehouse; and that 
from the date of the shipment to the time we realize the produce of the 
shipment is more than two years. 

4209- Does not the Act of Parliament specify that one year's interest 
only is to be calculated ?—No. 

4210. How many years’ consumption have the Company by them ?—One 
year’s clear consumption. 

4211. And one in transit ?—Yes. 

4212. Then they have only two year’s consumption, including the one in 
transit ?—At the present time t here ar e, Ishould think, 30,000,000 of lbs. 
in the warehouse. 

4213. Is not the interest by Act of Parliament chargeable upon the arri¬ 
val of the tea in England, and not before its arrival?—I conceive that the 
interest should be reckoned from the time they ship the tea to the time of 
its sale; the Act of Parliament only says, lawful interest on money. 

4214. The words of the Act of Parliament are as follow : “ That it shall 
not be at any time hereafter lawful for the said United Company to put up 
their tea for sale at any prices which shall upon the whole of the tea so put 
up at any one sale exceed the prime cost thereof, with the freight and charges 
of importation, together with lawful interest from the time of the arrival of 
such tea in Great Britain, and the common premium of insurance, as a com ¬ 
pensation for the sea-risk incurred thereon.” Having heard those words, 
will you state upon what authority it is that more than one year’s rate of 

interest 
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interest upon the stock of tea is charged ?-—Because vim keep a stock always 
in the warehouse, and it is two years before the import is sold. 

4215. Have you then two years’ stock in warehouse?—At times. 

4216. Is it or is it not the fact, that interest upon a stock of tea calculated 
upon a consumption of two years is now charged upon the price ?—I know 
that tea is not sold under two years in many cases. 

4217. Do you charge interest for two years?—Yes. 

4218. Is it not sold till two years after its arrival in this country ?—Two 
years after its arrival, in great part. 

4219. Will the teas of this season not be sold till 1832 ?—Part of it may, 
but we have other tea that has been a longer time in the warehouse. 

4220. Are not the teas sold quarterly ?—Yes, they are sold in December, 
March, June, and September. 

4221. With reference to the 24th of Geo. III. c. 48, at what bidding 
upon the upset price might teas be purchased according to those provisions ? 
—At Id. per pound. 

4222. At what excess upon the upset price is the Company satisfied to 
let the tea be sold ?—At a farthing a pound under 3s. 4 d., and a halfpenny a 
pound above. 

4223. If the teas are refused at the upset prices, are they subsequently 
put up without any price whatever ?—They are put up without price. 

4224. When will the next sale be ?—There is a sale just over; the next 
sale will be in June. 

4225. Will the sale of June 1830 be of teas that have been in the Com¬ 
pany’s warehouse two whole years at that period ?—Some may, and some 
may not. 

4226. Will the greatest part be?—I conceive that our calculation of two 
years is a fair average rate of interest for the whole of the period that the 
tea remains unsold. 

4227. How much of the tea sold at the quarterly sales has been two whole 
years in the Company’s warehouse ?—I cannot tell. 

4228. Is it any great proportion ?—I cannot tell what proportion without 
looking into it. 

4229. Would it be possible to furnish the Committee with the exact infor¬ 
mation ?—Yes; although the teas may be put up, they are not paid for for 
two months afterwards. 

4230. The Act of Parliament requires that the Company should have in 
its warehouses one year’s full supply of tea for this country; do not you 
conceive that you have complied with the requisition of that Act of Parlia¬ 
ment by keeping the tea which is imported in one year to the same period 

in 


1 April 1830. 
T. G. Lloyd\ Esq 




536 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS. 


1 April 1830. in the next year, and then putting it up ?—I apprehend that we should only 

— comply with the Act of Parliament by keeping a twelvemonth’s consumption 
T. G. Lloyd, Esq. always in the ware h ouse . 

4231. Will you look at No. 32 of the papers presented in June 1829, 
and state how the prime cost of teas in that account is calculated ?—At 6s. 8d. 

a tale. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


Lunce, 5° die Aprilis, 1830. 


William Ward, Esq. in the Chair. 


5 April 1830. 


THOMAS GORE LLOYD, Esq. Accountant General of the East-India 
Company, again called in, and examined. 

4232. Will you have the goodness to explain to the Committee more 
_ particularly the mode of computing the interest on the upset price of tea ? 

T. G. Lloyd, JEsq. The mode adopted is to charge an interest for six months upon the funds 
placed in China, for the provision of investment, from the time of their 
beinp* placed there till the time of the arrival of the ships in England ; and 
secondly, to charge eighteen months’ interest from the arrival of the ship m 
England till the realization of the sale proceeds in the Company’s treasury : 
these two sums constitute a period of two years, which appears in a State¬ 
ment I formerly delivered in. It will be more clearly seen what my view 
is, if I deliver in an amended Statement, drawn out upon the principle I 
have now stated. 

[The witness delivered in the same, which is as follows .-] 


No. 1. 
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No. 1— An Account showing the Rate per Tale at which Funds for the China Investment were 

provided in Season 1828-9. _ 


Balance of cash and available assets in 
China, end of season 1827-8, calculated 
at the rate per tale of that season, viz. 
6s. 7*442 d. per tale.* 

Supplies from India and England , 

1 1828-9: 

Bengal: 

Invoice amount of cotton (calcu¬ 
lated according to the intrinsic 
value of the Sicca rupee at the 
mint price of silver, viz. 5s. 2d. 

per ... 

Freight of cotton by country 
ships, payable at Bengal, cal 
culated at the same rate. 

Commanders’ cotton bonds, do. 
do.. 

Bills drawn on Bengal, do. do 

Madras : 

Invoice amount of cotton, calcu¬ 
lated at the intrinsic value of 
the Madras rupee, as above. 

Ditto sandal-wood, do. do...... 


Bombay: 

Invoice amount of cotton, calcu¬ 
lated at the intrinsic value of 
the Bombay rupee, as before.. 
Freight of cotton by country 
ships, payable at Bombay, cal¬ 
culated at the same rate. 

Commanders’ cotton bonds, do 
do. 


234,043 

20,280 

98,350 

562,592 


103,152 

14,198 


England: 

Invoice amount of consignments 
Bills and certificates drawn on 

the Court.. 

Supra-cargoes’ commission on 
the above outward trade, pay¬ 
able in England. 

Freight of consignments from 
India to China, as above,^ by 
Europe ships, payable in Eng¬ 
land .... 


94,291 

1,894 

53,480 

717,504 

135,813 

24,772 

71,613 


Total amount of supplies from India and 
England, including charges payable m 
India and England on account of the 
same.,..... 


£ 


81,040 


Tales 


Amount realized in China , 
1828-9; 


! 


Produced in China, Tales 


Received ...do. 

Do...... .do..... 


Produced......do. 

Do.do., 


Do. 


, do. 


Received.do. 

Produced.do., 

Received.....do.. 


850,518 


326,718 

1,964,421 


267,980 

65,728 


379,005 

184,159 

2,164,133 

484,514 


2,131,982 


£ 2,213,022 


244,827 


Total amount realized in China for 
supplies of the year. 


Deduct: 

Amount paid for interest in the year 
Tales... 


or 


at 6s. 4 -624^. per talc, or 4s. 7 -169d. per dollar. 


6,687,176 


6,932,003 


411 


6,931,592 


Eaft-India House, 5tk April 1830. 
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Thos. G. Lloyd, Accountant-General. 
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No. 2.-— Amended Estimate of an Estimate delivered in by 
Estimate of the Cost, Freight* and Charges of 


actual cost of a tale in China, season 1828-9, as per 
Account No. 1. (calculating the sumlies from Ind' 


Mint-price of silver) .... 

Insurance, 3 per cent, on cost, premium covered .... 

Interest, from the provision of funds in China to the 
arrival of the investment in England fsix months on 
cost and insurance, at 5 per cent, per annum) .... 

Freight and Demurrage. 

Expense of landing, housing, warehouse-room, carting, 
preparing for sale, and all charges of merchandize 

Interest, from the arrival of the teas in England to the 
estimated realization of the sale amount, eighteen 
months on cost and insurance, twelve months on 
freight and charges, at 5 per cent, per annum . 

Supercargoes’ commission, 2 per cent, on net sale 
amount, deducting charges .. 


East-India House, 
5th April, 1830. 


Bohea. 

Congo, 

Winter purchased., 
and 

below Contract. 

J 

i s. d. 

s. d. 

0 9-666 

0 11-679 

0 -299 

O 361 

0 -249 

0 -301 

0 4-200 

0 4-200 

0 1-600 

0 1-600 

0 1-038 

0 1-193 

0 -261 

0 -394 

1 5-313 

QG 


4233. It appears then, that there is some enhancement of price in conse¬ 
quence of the tea being kept one year, inasmuch as the interest of the 
money is going on, and there is also the expense of warehouse-room ?— 
There is. 

4234. Supposing any injury to occur to a cargo sent from Bombay, or 
from England to Canton, by which a loss is sustained upon the sale in China, 
should you reckon that loss as a part of the prime cost of the tea ?—That is 
covered by the rate of insurance. 

4235. Supposing that by bad package, or by leakage, or by shifting of the 
cargo, or any of the accidents to which the cargoes are liable, it arrived in 
a damaged state in China, and thereby was sold at much less than the price 
of the cargo, should you set that off in the prime cost of the tea purchased 
in Canton?—It would sell at so much less, and consequently increase the 
value of the tale in that ratio, if not covered by the insurance. 


4236. Under 
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the Witness in his Examination of the 31st March. 


each Species of Tea per Pound imported in the Year 1829. 


Congo 

Contract. 

Campoi. 

Souchong. 

Twankay. 

Hyson 

Skin. 

Hyson. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

1 

4- 150 

i 

7-738 

1 

11-022 

1 

4000 

1 

4-466 

2 

2720 

0 

•499 

0 

•610 

0 

•712 

0 

•495 

0 

•509 

0 

•826 

0 

•416 ' 

0 

•509 

0 

•593 

0 

•412 

0 

•424 

0 

•689 

0 

4-200 

0 

4-200 

0 

4-200 

0 

5-250 

0 

5-250 

0 

5-250 

0 

1 600 

0 

1 600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1-539 

0 

1-816 

0 

2-070. 

0 

1-580 

0 

1-616 

0 

2-408 

0 

•437 

0 

•479 

0 

•598 

0 

•422 

0 

•437 

0 

-826 

2 

0-841 

2 

4-952 

2 

8-795 

• 2 

1-759 

2 

2-302 

3 

2-319 


Thomas G. Lloyd, Accountant-General. 


4-236. Under what provision of the Commutation Act do you charge 
interest for six months in China ?—There is certainly no provision in the 
Commutation Act; but I conceive that to be a fair mercantile charge to 
make. The Act provides for the interest after the arrival, and the charge 
of interest till the arrival is a mercantile charge, an essential part of the 
prime cost. 

4-237. Is not the making such a charge expressly forbidden by the Act of 
Parliament ?—-I think not. 

4-238. Is not the only charge of interest which the Act allows “ lawful 
interest from the time of the arrival in Great Britain ?”—That is after the 
arrival; but any merchant would say interest is part of the prime cost of 
the goods ; the prime cost includes interest upon the capital employed. 

4-239. Ho you charge interest upon the freight for two years?—No, for 
one year. 
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4240. Is not the principal part of the freight paid after the return of the 
ship to England ?—'The freight is paid first by an impress before the ship 
•departs; secondly, thirty days after the clearing of the ship we pay a moiety 
of what is due, and sixty days after that the remaining moiety. 

4241. What is the amount of impress paid on the ship?—The impress is 
so much a ton. 

4242. Is it a tenth part of the freight ?—No, I think not. 

4243. Is it a twentieth part ?—It may be. 

4244. Then the freight is charged with a year’s interest, though the 
greatest proportion of it is not paid till after the ship has delivered her 
cargo?—After the ship has delivered her cargo. 

4245. Is interest paid on the commissions of the super-cargoes ?—None 
at all. 

424(5. Upon what principle do you charge interest for a year upon the 
freight?—Because it is not paid until after the arrival of the ship. If I were 
to charge as much as I do upon the cargo, we should be charging too much : 
the payments are made about three months after the ship arrives, and the 
teas are estimated to remain in warehouse for eighteen months, so that in 
fact it is a short charge of interest. 

4247. Does not the price of freight vary considerably in the different 
ships employed by the Company ?—Yes. 

4248. How do you settle the upset price, having regard to the difference 
of the freight?—An average is taken, which is furnished to me by the officer 
at the head of the freight and shipping department. 

4249. Does not the item of impress, which you state to be the first pay¬ 
ment on account made by the Company, amount to two months wages paid 
to the whole ship’s company, or is it any thing beyond that ?—It is not pre¬ 
cisely in my department, but I believe it to be so much per ton. 

4250. Then the amount of impress will depend on the size of the ship 
and the number of crew?—The size of the ship. 

4251. Is not the tea that is put up for consumption often nearly three 
years from the time of its leaving Canton to the time of its being sold ?— 
Yes. 

4252. Can you state what proportion of the whole quantity is kept for 
that period ?—I cannot tell from recollection. 

4253. What should you state as the average time?—I cannot say any 
other than eighteen months, the period I have assumed in the accounts 
delivered in. 

4254. Do you not conceive that by the Act of 24th Geo. III., supposing 
the Company had a sufficiency of tea for one year’s consumption, including 
that which is in their warehouses and that which is in transitu, they would 

have 
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have complied with that Act of Parliament ?—I believe they would, but I 
speak with some hesitation. 

4255. Then it is not necessary, under that Act of Parliament, that the tea 
should be so long kept by the Company before it is sold?—The Company 
has been always anxious to promote the consumption of tea, and with that 
view to be provided with an adequate supply for any increased demand. 

4256. Are you not aware that, looking at the words of the Act, it is stated 
that the Company shall from time to time send orders for the purchase of 
such quantities of tea, and provide sufficient ships to import the same, as 
being added to the stock in their warehouses, and to the quantities ordered 
and "not arrived, shall amount to a sufficient supply for the keeping of a 
stock, at least equal to one year’s consumption according to the sales of the 
last preceding year, always beforehand ?—The Act says so, I perceive. 

4257. Supposing the tea purchased by the Company be paid for by bills 
drawn upon England or drawn upon India, what is the average duration of 
those bills?—Bills have been drawn on various terms : sometimes they are a 
twelvemonth after date, at other times at twelve months after sight, and in 
other various ways; on India they are drawn at thirty days’ sight. 

4258. When bills are drawn in Canton in January, payable by the 
Court of Directors in December following, is the interest, according to the 
account you have given in, charged from the January, when assets were 
received in China for the purchase of the teas, or from December, when the 
bills were satisfied by the Court of Directors ?—Not until the bill is satisfied. 

4259. You have given in an Account of the profit and loss of the East- 
India Company’s trade between Europe and India, Europe and China, and 
China and India. There is a note in that, saying, that “ had the Company’s 
profit and loss accounts been made up at the mercantile rate of exchange as 
ascertained from the rates at which bills have been drawn from London on 
Calcutta in each year, instead of the rates fixed by the Board of Commis¬ 
sioners for the Affairs of India as regards the repayment of territorial 
advances, the above Account of their trade between Europe and India 
would have exhibited a profit of £446,114 instead of a loss of £2,009,872, 
making a difference of £2,465,986 5” and then it goes on to say, that “ the 
profit on their China trade would also have been increased in the same period 
by the sum of £1,545,943, making a total difference of £4,011,929.” How 
is the calculation made of that last item, by which the profit on the China 
trade would have been increased by the sum of £1,545,943?—'Because a 
great part of the supply for the China investment is furnished through India, 
in reimbursement of territorial charges paid in England, and adjusted at 
the rate of exchange fixed by the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India. 

4260. Therefore the only element which constitutes this difference, is the 
difference between the real exchange on Calcutta, and the nominal exchange 
fixed by the Board of Control ?—Exactly. 
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trade between China and London of £18,264,000 there is only a difference 
of £ 154,300; how is that accounted for, as the same element of difference 
entering into both calculations, the rate of difference ought to be propor¬ 
tionate ?—It depends upon the amount that has been respectively applied to 
the two trades of those sums for which we pay the high rate of exchange 
ibis high rate of exchange attaches only to the re-payment of the advances 
made from commerce to the territory; there have been other funds applied 
to the China investment upon which the Board’s rates of exchange have no 
operation. Equally so in India; all commercial funds do not enter at all 
into the computation, only those sums arising from the re-payraent of the 
advances which the commerce has made to the territory. 

4262. Why do you take in your calculation of the profit and loss of the 

East-India Company’s trade between India and China, the prime cost at 6s. Sd. 
when you state that the prime cost was called by you the sum which the tale 
cost the East-India Company, delivered into the treasury at Canton from the 
investments they have made ?—Because upon the whole of the transactions 
from the year1814 down to the latest period, the tale has been proved to 
cost, within a fraction, 6s. 8 d. r 

4263. Then what you state is, that the tale delivered into the treasury at 

Canton has ever since the year 1814, cost the Company 6*. Sd. upon the 
average ?—Within a fraction. 1 

4264. When you state that the average value of the tale since 1814 has 
been 6^. Sd., is that average made up of all the bills drawn upon England 
and India as well as upon all the commercial transactions of the Company 
at Canton ?—Upon every transaction that has drawn money into the treasury 


4265. I hen, of course, it would have been higher if it had not been for 

the exchange having fallen from Canton upon England ?—In whatever 
degree the exchange has fallen, the Company has had the benefit of it upon 
all the bills the supercargoes have drawn. r 

4266. Supposing that the whole of the credit created to the Company at 
Canton had been produced by the sale of investments from India or from 
England, the tale must have been valued higher than 6s. Sd. ? —By taking a 
part of the credit by bills of exchange, certainly that has tended to reduce 
the value of the tale. 

4267. Did you mean to say that the whole benefit arising from the fall of 
the exchange accrued to the Company, or to the consumers of tea in this 
country ?—If the Company obtain money at a low rate of exchange, that 


benefit 
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benefit rests with them ; but the consumer of the tea has the benefit of it in 
the upset price. 

4268. In what way does the Company decide upon the quantity of tea 
they will put up at the sales ?—That decision does not rest with my depart¬ 
ment ; it is with our CommercialCommittee, which I do not attend ordinarily. 

4269. Since cotton is no longer received as revenue at Bombay, have not 

the Company been in the habit of buying cotton there to send to China ?_ 

They have purchased cotton to send to China. 

4270. Are you aware at what rate of exchange the price of the cotton at 
Bombay is brought into the account at the India-House, in the prime cost of 
the tea, or how is that settled ?—I cannot exactly state from recollection ; I 
think it is 216 rupees for 100 dollars. 

4271. In the transactions between Bombay and Canton, do you take the 
whole cost in tales, or do you take partly the prime cost as valued at Bom¬ 
bay, and partly the value in China ?—The cost of the cotton would be the 
number of rupees we pay for at the Board’s rates. 

4272. Then you would debit commerce with that advance at the Board’s 
rate ?—Yes. 

JOHN CRAWFURD, Esq. again called in, and examined. 

4273. Are you aware of the mode in which the mining was carried on at 
the island of Banca?—Yes. 

4274. It is stated in a discourse addressed by Sir Stamford Raffles to the 
Society of Arts at Batavia, in the year 1815, that almost all the operations 
connected with the process of mining and refining the metal are performed 
by the Chinese; does that fact consist with your knowledge?—All that is 
well done is done by the Chinese ; and by far the greater part of the whole 
is done by them. 

4275. Up to what period are you able to give this information ?—I can 
state it from the best information to the year 1825. 

4276. It is also stated by Sir Stamford Raffles, that the Chinese preserve 
on Banca their original habits of industry, enterprize, and perseverance, and 
that they are amongst the most useful of the inhabitants, and indispensable 
in the labours of the mines; does that also consist with your knowledge ?— 
Perfectly. 

4277- Is the mining in Banca carried on in a very simple manner, or is 
there a great deal of machinery used ?—A great deal of machinery. 

4278. Is that made by the Chinese ?——It is. There are no other people in 
that part of the world who have the least notion, either how to construct 
machinery or how to make use of it. , 

4279. In a letter from Sir Stamford Raffles to Lord Buckinghamshire, in 
the year 1813, he states that the island of Borneo is rich in precious metals, 

4 A and 
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and that it possesses on one convenient spot a population of nearly 100,000 
Chinese, who work the gold mines on their own account, and who would 
gladly submit to, and have invited British regulation ; does that consist with 
your knowledge of the state of Borneo ?—The existence of a very large 
population working gold mines consists with my knowledge, but not the 
last fact. 

4280. Was there any export of this gold from Sincapore ?—A large import 
and export every year. 

4281. Are you aware whether it is the fact that the Chinese work the gold 
mines on their own account ?—Yes, exclusively on their own account. 

4282. Do they acquire land in Borneo, and become permanent settlers ?— 
There is so much land in Borneo that any body may have it; but they are 
permanent settlers in the island. 

4283. In what part of the island are those gold mines?—In the country 
lying between a place called Pontianpaand Sambas, towards the south-western 
part of the island. 

4284. Is it near the coast ?—Not very far from the coast, at the foot of 
the mountains. The gold is from streams, or found in alluvial land. 

4285. You have stated that it has been exported from Sincapore ; will you 
state the course of the trade ?—There is a large quantity of gold brought 
from various quarters to Sincapore by the Chinese, and by the natives of 
Celebes, and by the Malays, but the greater bulk of it is produced through 
Chinese industry. The Chinese, I ought also to observe, are employed in 
the same way on the eastern coast of the Malay peninsula. 

4286. Can you state the amount of the export of gold from Sinca¬ 
pore ?—I think it has generally amounted to as much as 1,000 pounds 
weight troy. 

4287- In a letter addressed by Sir Stamford Raffles to Mr. Ramsay, the 
Secretary of the East-India Company, in the year 1813, he states, that “a 
great proportion of the trade between China and Batavia is now carried on 
by Chinese capitalists trading direct from Amoy and the northern ports of 
China, with which a constant intercourse is kept up ; and it would be impos¬ 
sible to restrict a trade which appears to have been so long established, and 
which proves so essential and advantageous to all concerned in it.” Does 
your opinion concur with the opinion so given by Sir Stamford Raffles?— 
Precisely ; that forms a branch of the junk-trade that I formerly endeavoured 
to describe to the Committee. 

4288. Do you agree with them in opinion that it would be impossible to 
restrict a trade which has been so long established, and which proves so 
essential and advantageous to all concerned in it ?—That is my opinion. 

4289 . In a letter of Sir Stamford Raffles from Bencoolen, dated the 17th 
of July 1820, there is contained the following statement:—“What you ob¬ 
serve with respect to British cottons through this port to China, is a most 

important 
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important question ; the affair is perfectly practicable, and nothing more easy. 
Upwards of 10,000 tons of raw cotton are annually sent to China from our 
territories in India ; why should we send our raw produce to encourage the 
industry of a foreign nation at the expense of our manufacturers. If India 
cannot manufacture sufficiently cheap, England can, and it is idle to talk of 
the cheapness of our manufactures, unless we can bring them into fair com¬ 
petition. I see no reason why China should not be in a great measure 
clothed from England ; no people study cheapness so much, and if we can 
undersell them, we have only to find the way of introducing the article. The 
monopoly of the East-India Company in England, and of the Hong mer¬ 
chants in China, precludes the idea of any thing like fair competition in our 
own ships, or in the port of Canton. Not but the East-India Company can, 
and perhaps will assist as far as in them lies, but their ships are too expensive. 
The articles would also pass through the Hong merchants before they 
reached the general trade, and commerce and the intermediate profits would 
form another barrier.” Do you agree in the opinions stated in that letter ? 
—Not in the whole of them. 

4290. Will you state in which ycu agree, and hew far ycu differ from 
them ?—I differ from the doctrine contained in the early part of it, that w e 
ought not to encourage the industry of a foreign nation at the expense of our 
own. I do not know what is meant there by the industry of a foreign 
nation. If by this industry is meant that of the natives of India, who are 
not'foreigners, but British subjects, I agree entirely in thinking that it is 
very practicable to supply China with our cotton manufactures, and in the 
probability of our contributing very materially towards clothing China from 
England. 

4291. Are you aware of any difference in duty which exists between tea 
sent out of China in foreign bottoms, and tea sent out in bottoms of that 
country ?—- I cannot specify exactly what the duties are in each case; but I 
know there is a mode of evading the duty altogether on the part of the junks. 
I also know that the junks pay no port-charges. 

4292. You have paid considerable attention to the general state of the 
commerce of the eastern world ?—I have. 

42 93.Has your attention been directed to the China trade, and the trade 
in tea especially ?—'Yes, for a good number of years I have paid particular 
attention to the tea-trade. 

4294. Are you enabled from that attention, and the observations you have 
made since your return to Europe, to furnish any further information to the 
Committee on the subject, in addition to the evidence you have already 
given ?—I have prepared a good number of documents upon the subject of 
the tea-trade, which I beg now to offer to the Committee. 

[ The witness delivered in several Papers, from No. 1 to No. 22, and the samp 

were read, as follow .*] 
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No. l.-r— Comparative Statement of the Prime Cost of the East-India Company's and 
American Teas at Canton, for the Year 1821-2. - For the Company’s Prime Cost see “ Ac¬ 
counts relating to the Tea Trade, No. 4,” Ordered by the House of Commons to be printed, 
14th May 1824; and for the American, “ Statement of the American Trade at the Port of 
Canton, Season 1821-2. The Tael in the American Account is 'reckoned at the rate of 72 
Taels for 100 Dollars, or 6,?. nearly. 


TEAS. 

; -a 

Quantities. 

E. I- Company’s Prime Cost. 

American Prime ,Cost. 

Excess of E.I Com¬ 
pany’s Prime Cost. 

Total. 

Per lb. 

Per lb. 

Total. 

Total. 

Percent. 

< 

Lbs . 

£. 

s. d . 

s. d. 

| 

e. 

, - ■ !. .. 


Bohea . 

1,653,099 

65,013 

0 9*43 

0 5*94 

40,952 1 

24,061 

58 

■ * ' ■ '"I 

Congou ........... 

19,442,034 

1,404,763 

1 5*34 

1 2*58 

1,181,103 

223,660 

18 

Souchong. 

69,387 

7,645 

2 244 

1 095 

3,744 

3,901 

104 

Sonchi.. 

37,494 

3,303 

1 9*14 

1 0*95 

2,023 

1,280 

63 

Twankay. 

3,678,040 

263,639 

1 5*20 

0 11*88 

182,062 

81,577 

44 

Hyson-skin .. 

168,620 

12,727 

1 6*11 

• 0 10*8 

7,587 

5,140 1 

67 

Hyson.. 

665,789 

92,251 

2 9*25 

1 960 

59,928 

32,323 

53 

Young Hyson ... 

31,976 

3,374 

2 1*32 

1 4-74 

2,230 1 

! 

1,144 ! 

J 

51 


25,746,439 

, 

1,852,715 — 

— 

1,479,629 j 

3®>086 

f 

— 


Note .—Sonchi is a variety of black tea not found among the American exports, nor in the 
Canton price-currents. It is a variety of souchong, and therefore calculated at the same price. 
The American teas embrace those which are sent to the Continent, such as twankay and Congo, 
which may account for the high price of the latter, as that consumed in Holland is alleged to be 
equal in quality to that of the East-India Company. 


No. 2.— Comparison between the Company’s Invoice Prices of Tjea, at the respective 
Rates of 6s. 8 <L sterling, and at the rate of 72 taels to 100 dollars, each 'of4s .3^*79. 


YEARS. 

East-India Company’s 
Invoice Price. 

Invoice Price, 
at 72 Taels to 100 
dollars. 

Difference. 

1819-1820. 

£. 1,877,402 
1,896,476 
1,852,715 
1,924,738 

£ 1,666,94© 
1,683,882 
1,645,026 
1,708,975 

£. 210,456 
212,594 
207,689 
215,763 

1820-1821... 

1821-1822. 

18^2-1823. 



No. 
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No. 3.— Comparative Statement of the Quantities of Green Tea exported trom 
Canton in the Season 1821-2, by the East-India Company, and by the Citizens oi 
the United States. “ Accounts relating, to the Tea Trade,” ordered by the House 
of Commons to be printed, 14th May 1824 (No. 4.)—Statement ot the American 
Trade with Canton in the Season 1821-2. 


TEAS. 

By the 

East-India Company 

By 

the Americans. 


lbs. 

3,678,040 

168,620 

665,789 

31,976 

lbs. 

28,000 

2,548,400 

752,666 

2,024,533 

213,866 

510,800 

1 


nyauii oiuu 


fin nnmvnpr ................. 



4,544,425 

6,078,265* 


* Excess by Americans 1,533,840 lbs., or one-third more. 

The total quantity of Tea exported by the East-India Company was 25,746,3*39 lbs., 
of which the greens constituted 17 In 100. . , 

The total quantity of Tea exported by the Americans was 9,292,400 lbs., oi which 
the greens constituted 65 in 100. 


No. 4. —A Statement, showing the prices of the different kinds of lea, without 
duty, in London, Halifax, and New York, respectively, in 1829, from Price-Currents 
of these respective Places. 


TEA S. 

London, 

November. 

Halifax, 

November. 

New York, 

July. 

Amsterdam, 

July. 


s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

i s. d. 

Bohea . 

1 

8 

1 

8-52 

0 

9-83 

0 967 

Congou. 

2 

H 

2 

336 

none. 

1 602 

Souchong . 

4 

H 

3 

504 

i 

7-40 

1 2-93 

Hyson Skin. 

2 

m 

2 

5-07 

i 

4-56 

1 3-47 

Young Hyson ... 

3 

14 

none. 

2 

3-81 

none. 

Hyson . 

4 

H 

4 

7-57 

2 

7-05 

2 10’04 

Gunpowder.. 

5 

l 

4 

7-57 

3 

2-55 

3 1091 


Note .—The Prices quoted in the Halifax Price-Current are reduced to sterling money 
by deducting 10 per cent. 5 per cent, is taken off for the duty, lhe American do ai is 
taken at its sterling value of 4s. 3| d. It appears from this table that the ® 

the London prices exceeds those of Halifax by little more than 9 per cent^: ® 

Halifax prices exceed the New York prices by 60 per cent.:^ the London the New oi 
by near 75 per cent: and the London the Amsterdam by 76 per cent. 


<SL 


5 April 1630. 


Mm Craw/itrd, 
Esq.' 














































552 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 


5 April 1830. No. 5.—Comparative Statement of Importations and Exportations of Tea by the 

—Trade from 1826 to 1829.” Ordered by the House of Commons to be printed. 
John iCrawfurdy 


YEARa 

BY E. I. COMPANY. 

Importations 

into 

United States. 

Exportations 

from 

United States. 

American Exports 
from China 
to Foreign Parts. 

Imports. 

Exports. 


lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

■' r ' 

1825. 

29,345,699 

450,209 

10,209,548 

3,035,808 

\ ,762,000 

1826.. 

29,840/.01 

279,070 

10,108,900 

2,804,753 

1,360,800 

1827. 

39,746,147 

254,994 

5,875,638 

1,626,417 

357,966 

1828. 

32,678,731 

259,493 

7,707,427 

1,417,846 

910,000 


No. 6.— Comparative Statement of East-Iudia Company^ Sale 


TEAS. 

1818. 


1819. 


Company’s 
average 
Sale Prices. 

Bond Price. 

Advance 
per Cent* 

Company’s 
average 
Sale Prices. 

Bond Price. 

Advance 
per Cent. 


s. d. 

s. d. 


s. d. 

s. d. 


Congou ... 

2 4-78 

3 2-83 

34 

1 9-25 

3 0-50 

71 

Hyson.... 

4 1183 

5 3-62 

4^ 

5 366 

5 4-25 

A 


Note*—The Company’s Sale Prices are taken from No. 41. of c: Papers relating to the 

command February 1830, and the Bond Prices from 
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East-India Company and the Citizens of the United States of America. —'“ East-India 
** Coinmeree and Navigation of the United States;” from 1826 to 1829. 


TOTAL 

AmericanExports. 

Excess of Exports 
from America 
beyond those from 
Great Britain. 

TOTAL 

Excess of American 
Exports beyond 
those of 

E. I. Company. 

Proportion of Exports to Imports. 

Great Britain.' 

America. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 



4,797,808 

2,585,599 

4,347,599 

as 1 to 65 

as 1 to 2 j,t 

4,165,553 

2,525,683 

3,886,483 

— 1 to 106 

— 1 to 2j%- 

1,984,383 

1,371,423 

1,729,389 

— 1 to 155 

— 1 to 2& 

2,327,846 

1,158,353 

2,068,353 

— 1 to 122 

— 1 tO 3 jh7 
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Price and Bond Price of Congo*, and Hyson Teas, for five Years. 


1820. 

1821. 


1822. 

Company’s 
average 
Sale Prices. 

Bond Price. 

Advance 
per Cent. 

Company’s 
average 
Sale Prices. 

Bond Price. 

Advance 
per Cent. 

Company’s 
average 
Sale Prices. 

Bond Price. 

Advance 
per Cent 

s. d. 

s. d. 


s. d. 

s. d. 


s. d. 

s. d. 


2 1*88 

2 11 

35 

2 5*28 

3 0 

22 

2 5-43 

3 1-37 

26 

5 6 04 

5 8-33 

Q 4 

°T0 

4 8-53 

5 633 

13 

4 324 

| 4 11-07 

15 


Finances of India, &c. the Trade of India and China, presented by His Majesty s 
a table in Mr. Tooke’s Book on high and low prices. 


No. 7- 
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5 April 1830. No. 7**~A Statkmbnt showing the Average Sale Price of the following Articles 
—— of Indian produce, for the fifteen Years ending with 1828-29. 

John Crawfurd , _______ ____ 


Esq. 

YE AltS. 

Tea, per lb. 

Sugar per cvvt. 

Black Pepper, 
per lb. 

Cotton Wool, 
per lb. 

Saltpetre, 
per cvvt. 


S . d. 

s. d. 

d. 

s. d . 

s. d. 

1814-15. 

3 4-53 

58 8 

15* 

1 2* 

89 6 

1815-16. 

3 1-23 

49 1 

10* 

0 11* 

87 0 

1816-17 . 

2 11-63 

52 0 

8* 

1 If 

5 7 3 

1817-18 . 

3 0-78 

49 0 

8* 

1 0 

40 6 

1818-19 . 

3 0 23 

49 10 

8* 

0 11* 

41 3 

1819-20. 

2 9-16 

40 7 

A* 

/ 

0 8* 

36 0 

1820-21 . 

2 9-43 

34 0 

6* 

0 6 

28 5 

1821-22. 

2 10 19 

25 6 

7 

0 5* 

25 7 

1822-23...... 

2 9 94 

31 6 

7 

0 6 

26 0 

1823-24. 

2 10-31 

30 0 

6 

0 6* 

25 6 

1824-25 . 

2 9-94 

26 0 

5* 

0 5* 

21 6 

1825-26. 

2 8-51 

35 0 

6* 

0 6* 

25 8 

1826-27 . 

2 6 40 

30 0 

4* 

0 5* 

22 0 

1827-28. 

2 4-56 

33 0 

4 

0 4 

23 11 

1828-29. 

2 3-97 

35 0 

3 

1 

o 

23 6 


ABSTRACT. 


— 

Fall of Price in 
five Years. 

In 10 Years. 

In 15 Years. 

Tea. 

10 

per cent. 

14 per cent. 

30 per cent. 

Sugar... 

15 

do. 

48 do. 

40 do. 

Pepper. 

46 

do. 

61 do. 

80 do. 

Cotton. 

19 

do. 

54 do. 

68 do. 

Saltpetre.. 

53 

do# 

71 do. 

73 do. 


Note :—For the first six years, Mr. Tooke’s Book on high and low prices, London, 
1824. The quotations there given are from Prince’s London Price-Current. For the 
last nine years, the average sales at the India House, from the accounts laid before 
Parliament from 1820 to 1829. 

'No. 8. 
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No 8.—Comparative Statement of the Quantities of Teas exported from Great Britain and the United 

States of America, in the Year 1827. 



East-India 

Company. 

United 

States. 

Excess by 
United States. 


lbs. 

lbs . 

lbs. 


83 

—— 

— 



— 

— 




— 


_ 

— 

— 


18,893 

759,617 

740,724 


1,531 

333 

85,393 

83,862 


292,160 

291,827 


_ 

— 


S3 

2,889 

2,806 


195 

2,809 

2,614 

Spain and Balearic Isles .. 

49 

793 

618 

720 

569 


434 

244,868 

20,798 

244,434 


2,0631 
395/ 

18,330 

rialy anu luuniu 

Tnni»m Tulnrulfl _-.. 

149 

_ -j 


_ 


1 £■' O ti 


Egypt (Ports on Mediterranean) ... 
TVinrtli RflrbnrV. Morocco .. 

- / 

X )U<wJ 

1,363 

1,0 #»o 

1,363 

xnuuil, UolUtUj) muiuv-w »,.<,*»••• 

West Coast of Africa, &c\. .. 

Corin 1 ronfl Hone ... 

3,884 

4,106 

82 

1,661 


1,416 

1,334 


7,185 

7,185 

Z { 

East-India Company’s Territories 
nnfl CJpvlon 

332 

| 17,294 


476 

629 

153 

Sumatra and Indian Islands... . 

Pliilinnint 1 hllinds... ................. 

30 

1,250 

1,220 

Newt?. Wales & Van Dieman’sLand 
Wnw Zealand. &c »........ 

4,787 

494 

— 

— 

British North American Colonies... 
PrJhelt Wo«;t-Indies ... 

92,178 

38,319 

1,050 

700 

— 

North-West Coast......... 

1,067 

1,067 

Cuba and Foreign West-Indies. 

TTnitpd States .... 

—■ 

100,505 

100,505 

Mexico ....... 

80 

10,377 

10,297 

Guatemala and Honduras. 

Columbia 

160 

1,445 

2,763 

1,445 

2,603 

Brazil...... • 

187 

60,614 

60,427 

Rio de la Plata... 

Chili ...... •••....•••'..•a 

305 

7,086 

15,351 

7,086 

15,046 

Peru ..... 

Tslps of Guernsey, &c .. 

67,368 

458 

458 





255,083 

1,626,417 

1,371,334 


HEM ARKS. 


Prohibited. 


A monopoly in Denmark. 

Supplied with Dutch and American 
teas through the Netherlands. 


East-India Company’s monopoly. 
Ditto 


Open trade. 

Americans have sometimes 
ported teas from these. 
Ships’ stores. 


East-India Company’s monopoly. 
Ditto. 


Note .—“ A General Statement of the Imports and Exports of the principal Articles ot Merchandize J^nmlted 1 

and the several Foreign Countries ami British Possessions abroad;” Ordered, by THie House of Com > P > 

February 1829, “ Exports and Imports of the United States, for the Year 1827; Printed by order of the Senate, 1828. 

4 B 



























































4 April 1830. 


John Craufurdy 
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No. Comparative Statement of the Total Importations and Re-exportations for the 
United Kingdom, of the following Articles of Chinese and Indian Produce, for the Six Years 

ending 5tli January 1829_ (See “ East-India Trade/' Ordered by the House of Commons to 

be printed, from 1824 to 1829.) 




Importations. 

Re-exportations. 

Proportions of 
Re-exportations to 
Importations. 

REMARKS. 

;V « - 


Tea. 

lbs. 

192,339,840 

2,369,703 

as 1£ in 

100 

The first three articles after 
tea are exclusively productions of 

Camphor . 


1,230,754 

791,529 

64 

100 

China and of these it appears 
that three-fourths of the imports 

Cassia.... 


2,888,144 

2,230,066 

77 

100 

have been re-exported Of coffee 
three fourths of the imports have 

Rhubarb . 

.... 

399,495 

310,463 

77 

100 

also been re-exported. Of sugar 
one* third, and of the three last- 

Coffee.. ., 


32,717,840 

24,936,527 

76 

100 

named articles full one-h dlf Of 
tea the re-exportations have con¬ 
sisted of little more than one per 
cent., and this small fraction has 

Sugar.... 

cxvts . 

1,610,541 

554,680 

34 

100 

Cotton wool, lbs. 

126,445,870 

61,492,222 

48 

100 

consisted either of ships* stores 
or exports to colonies where the 
East-India Company enjoys a 

Indigo .. 


39,957,624 

20,381,264 

51 

100 

Pepper .. 


47,302,767 

25,127,715 

53 

100 

monopoly. 


No. 10 .—Specific Duties on Teas in the United States, France and the Netherlands, with the 
ad valorem Duty, reckoned on the average price of Teas at New York, for the ten years ending 
with 1829. 



UNITED STATES. 

FRANCE. | 

NETHERLANDS. 


TEAS. 










REMARKS. 


Price 


Duty 

ad 

Duty 

ad 

Duty 

ad 



per lb. 

per lb. 

valorem. 

per lb. 

valorem. 

per lb. 

valorem. 



S. 

d. 

s . 

d. 


d. 


d. 



Bohea. 

0 

9-59 

0 

6-21 

64 

7-25 

75 

1*27 

13 

In reducing the fo¬ 

Congo . 

0 

8-44 

1 

0.93 

153 

7*25 

85 

1*27 

15 

reign money to ster¬ 
ling, the American 

Souchong .. 

1 

5-69 

1 

0-93 

73 

7*25 

40 

219 

12 

dollar is taken at 4s. 
3d- 79, tlie franc at 

Hyson Skin, 

1 

6*80 

1 

2-49 

77 

7*25 

38 

2-19 

11 

9d 09, and the florin 
at 20d.i The French 

Young Hyson 

2 

383 

1 

8*70 

74 

7-25 

26 

2*19 

7 

and Dutch pound, or 
half kilogramme is ta¬ 

Hyson. 

2 

8-18 

1 

8*70 

64 

7*25 

22 

2*19 

6 

ken at 7,717 grains 
avoirdupois. 

Gunpowder . 

3 

464 

2 

1*87 

63 

7*25 

17 

2-19 

5 


Imperial. . 

3 

3*74 

2 

1.87 

65 

7*25 

18 

2-19 




No. 
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No. u.—C omparativj! Statement of the Consumption of Great Britain, the United States 5 A pril, 1830. 
of America* and France, in Coffee, for the Eleven Year* Ending with 1828. - 


YEARS. 

Great Britain. 

United States. 

France. 


lbs* 

lbs . 

lbs . 

1816.. 

7,967,857 

19,199,403 

14,951,684 

1819.. 

7,429,352 

20,825,869 

14,583,707 

1820 _._ 

6,896,286 

13,291,875 

17,868,991 

1821 .. 

7,327,283 

15,965,237 

16,085,775 

1822 . 

7,404,204 

14,282,982 

20,127,465 

1823 ........ .... 

8,209,245 

18,603,330 

18,059,734 

1824 . 

7,993,040 

20,368,450 

22,604,456 

1825 . 

10,766,112 

22,357,721 

16,451,410 

1826 . 

12,724,139 

26,449,356 

17,589,800 

1827 .. 

14,974,378 

31,895,217 

23,060,713 

1828 . 

16,522,423 

37,258,879 

20,521,883 

Averages of first five \ 
years. i 

7,404,996 

16,713,073 

16,723,524 

Ditto of last six years 

11,864,889 

26,155,492 

19,547,982 

Increase.. 

60 per cent. 

56 per cent. 

16 per cent, 


John Crawfmd, 


NOTE. 


For the consumption of Great 
Britain, see “ Customs and Ex¬ 
cise Duties,” ordered by the 
House of Commons to be printed 
19th June 1829. For that of 
the United States, u Reports 
of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to Congress; ” and for that of 
France, Cfi Tableau General du 
Commerce de la France avec ses 
Colonies et les Puissances etran- 


N 0# 12_Specific Duties on Coffee in the United States, France, the Netherlands, and Great. 

* Britain, with the Ad Valorem Duty, calculated on the Bond Price at New York in 1829. 


i 

COFFEE. 

UNITED STATES. 

FRANCE. 

't 

NETHERLANDS. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Price 
per lb. 

Duty 
per lb. 

Ad Va¬ 
lorem. 

Duty 
per lb. 

Ad Va¬ 
lorem. 

Duty 
per lb, 

Ad Va¬ 
lorem. 

Present 

Duty. 

Duty of 1819. 

Per lb. 

Ad Va¬ 
lorem. 

Per lb. 

j 

Ad Va- 
! lorem. 


d. 

d. 


d. 

iji 

d. 




5. d* 


Cuba. 

362 

2*58 

71 

4-59 

126 

•36 

9 





Brazil .... 

4T4 

2*58 

62 

4-59 

110 

•36 

8 





Porto Kico 

4*65 

2*58 

55 

4-59 

98 

•36 

7 




i 

La Guira .. 

3*62 

2*58 

71 

4-59 

126 

•36 

9 





St. Domingo 

4*14 

2*58 

62 

4-59 

110 

*36 

8 

1 




Java... 

5*43 

2*58 

47 

4-59 

84 

•36 

6 

9 

165 

I 1 6 

! 331 

Jamaica.... 

4*65 

2*58 

55 

4-59 

98 

•36 

7 

6 

j 129 

! i o 

! 258 

1 


Note .—In reducing the foreign money to sterling, the American dollar is taken at 4^. Sd. , 
the franc at 9d. T <$>, and the florin at 20tf.£. The French and Dutch pound, or half kilogramme, 
is taken at 7,717 grains avoirdupois. 

4B2 




























































MIN/Sr/f^ 


558 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 



558 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

5 April 1830. No. IS.— Comparative Statement of the Consumption per head of Tea and Coffee 
in Great Britain, France, and the United States of America, taken on the average 
of the Four Years ending with 1827, on an Estimate of a Population of 17 millions 
for Great Britain, of 32 millions for France, and of 12 millions for the United States 
of America. 


John Crawford, 
Esq. 



TEA. 

COFFEE. 

Great Britain ..... 

lbs. oz. dwts. 

1 7 8 

lbs. oz. dwts. 

0 10 14 

0 9 13 

2 1 11 

France ........ 

United States ....... 

0 9 4 



Note.—“ Customs and Excise Duties,” Ordered by the House of Commons to be ' 
printed, 19th June 1829. “Letters of Secretary of the Treasury,” printed by order of 
Congress. “ Tableau Gdndral du Commerce de la France avec ses Colonies et les 
Puissances etrangilres.” There are no data for the consumption of tea in France for 
the years given in the Statement, but the average consumption for the four years 
ending with 1828, was but 252,4301bs. 


<SL 


No. 

Average Prices of American Teas, exclusive of Duties, for 
Currents; the American Money reduced to 


YEARS. 


TEAS. 

1820: 

July. 

1821: 

July. 

1822: 

August. 

1823: 

August. 

1824: 

July. 


s. 

d. 

5. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 


3 

4M- 

3 

O 74 

U TOT 

3 


3 


1 3 



3 

669 

3 

0-74 

3 

6-69 

3 

6-69 

3 

5-40 

Hvson.! 

2 

601 

2 

5-49 

2 

6-27 

2 

6 

2 

1015 

* 

Young Hyson........ 

1 

11-28 

1 

9-99 

1 

10-51 

2 

7-30 

2 

8-73 

Hyson Skin... 

1 

2-74 

1 

2-74 

1 

2-49 

1 

714 

2 

2-91 

Souchong..... 

1 

1-97 

1 

1-45 

I 

3 

1 

4-56 

I 

7-40 

Congo.... 

0 

7-76 

0 

7-76 

0 

7*76 

0 

7-76 

0 

8-79 


0 

11-64 

0 

10*60 

0 

11-12 

0 

7*50 

0 

10-60 

Average of all teas for each Year... 

1 

1102 

1 

9-43 

1 

9-33 

2 

0-38 

2 

2-92 
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No. 14._ Comparative Statement of the Duty on Tea and on British Plantation 

Coffee at different periods from 1789; the specific Duty upon the latter article 
being converted into an ad valorem, from the average Sale Prices of the Commo¬ 
dity in Bond. 


YEARS. 

Duty on Tea. 

Duty on Coffee. 

Duty on Coffee higher 
than that on Tea, 
by 

1789.. 

I2i per cent. 

103 per cent. 

90^ per cent. 

1795. 

20 — 

146 

126 — 

1806... 

96 — 

139 — 

43 — 

1819. 

100 — 

149 — 

49 — 

1829. . 

100 — 

121 — 

21 — 


jVofe.— <c Customs and Excise Duties,” Ordered by the House of Commons to be 
printed, June 1829,—“ Tooke, on High and Low Prices.” “ London New Price 
Current,” November 20th, 1829. 


15. (A.) 

Ten Years, from 1820 to 1829 inclusive, taken from New York Price 
Sterling, at the rate of 4s. 3-ftf. per dollar. 





YEARS. 



















i. • 




A t\ Vfllnrpm 

1825: 

1826: 

1827: 

1828: 

1829: 

Average of 
each Sort. 

Duty per lb. 

Y tUvl UI* 

Duty. 

July. 

June. 

June. 

July. 

July. 






s, (L 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d . 

s. 

cl. 

s. 

d. 

s. 


s. 

d. 


3 10*% 

3 

4'$V 

3 


2 


3 

2t% 

3 


2 

Irflfe 

65 per cent. 

3 10*57 

3 

4*10 

3 

5*40 

2 

9-63 

3 

2*55 

3 

464 

2 

1*87 

63*6 

3 1*26 

2 

7'05 

3 

0*22 

2 

8*34 

2 

7*05 

2 

8*18 

1 

8*70 

64*3 

2 8*60 

2 

3-94 

2 

705 

2 

3*16 

2 

3*81 

2 

3*83 

1 

8*70 

74*3 

2 1*61 

1 

7*14 

1 

7*14 

1 

559 

l 

4*56 

1 

6*80 

1 

2*49 

77 

1 740 

1 

6*11 

1 

11*02 

1 

6-63 

1 

7*40 

1 

5*69 

1 

0*93 

73 

0 10*86 


— 


_ 


— 


— 

0 

8*44 

1 

0*93 

153 

0 9*31 

0 

8*28 

0 

8*79 

0 

8-28 

0 

9*83 

0 

9*59 

0 

6*21 

64 

2 4.52 

2 

2*38 

2 

4*71 

2 

0*46 

2 

1*96 

2 

0*36 

1 

5*46 

7»afc 


<3L 


5 April 1830. 


John Crawford, 
Esq. 


No. 15. (B.) 
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5 April 1830. 


John Crmcfnrd, 
/%: 


No. 15(B).— Comparative Statement of the Prices of the East-India Company’s 
and American Teas, reckoned upon the Quantity sold at the East-India Company’s 
Sales, for the Ten Years ending with 1828-9. See New York Price-Currents, 
Paper No. 15; and No. 41 of u Papers relating to the Finances of India, and the 
Trade with India and China.” February 1830. 


YEARS. 

Quantities. 

E. I. Company’s 
Sale Price. 

American 

Sale Price. 

Excess of Company’s 
Price. 

1819-20. 

lbs. 

25,960,287 

£. 

3,584,986 

£. 

1,543,888 

£. 

2,041,098 

1820-21... 

26,095,234 

3,626,193 

1,486,849 

2,139,344 

1821-22.. 

28,024,362 

3,987,286 

1,759,548 

2,227,738 

1822-23. 

27,599,886 

3,899,416 

1,881,607 

2,017,809 

1823-24.. 

27,632,044 

3,903,594 

2,234,016 

1,669,578 

1824-25. 

28,467,160 

4,010,051 

2,295,296 

1,714,755 

1825-26. 

29,433,211 

3,977,802 

2,161,101 

1,816,701 

1826-27.. 

29,279,613 

3,702,839 

2,695,974 

1,006,865 

1827-28. 

29,687,856 

3,516,720 

2,199,264 

1,317,456 

1828-29. 

30,102,217 

3,497,345 

2,329,397 

1,167,948 

Totals.. 

282,281,870 

37,706,232 

20,586,940 

17,119,292 

Average.. 

28,228,187 

3,770,623 

2,058,694 

1,711,929 


Note .—The kinds of tea respectively consumed by ourselves and by the Americans 
differ so much, that it would not be possible to institute a comparison,' in all respects 
accurate, between them. In the Canton price-currents the teas called Congo, 
Campoi, and Tvvankay, are invariably quoted at the same prices, and on an average 
are seven per cent, under the price of Souchong. The teas thus named form the bulk 
of our consumption; and to meet any objection as to quality between the Company’s 
teas and those of the Americans, I have considered all the teas in question as of equal 
value with the American Souchong. The diminution in the excess of the Company’s 
prices beyond those of the Americans in the latter years of the statement, arises from 
two circumstances,—a rise in the price, and probably in the quality of the American 
Souchong tea, upon a comparison with which the great bulk of the Company’s teas 
is reckoned; and a fall in price in the Company’s teas, without a corresponding 
increase of consumption. 


No. 16- 



































No. 16.— Comparative Statement of the Price of the East-India Company’s and Dutch Teas for the Year 1828-9. See No. 41 
of c< Papers relating to the Finances of India, and the Trade with India and China, February 1830.” Printed Statement of a 
Public Sale of Tea at Amsterdam, 15th July 1829; and Canton Price Current of 3d November 1828. 


N. B.—The florin reduced to sterling money at 20 fed., and the tale in the prime cost at 6s. 



TEAS* 


Prime Cost in China. 

East-India Company’s Sale Price* 


Sale Price in Netherlands. 

1 Excess of Company’s 
Price. 

QUANTITIES. 

Ter lb. 

TOTAL, 

Per lb. 

TOTAL. 

Advance on 
Prime Cost 
per Cent. 

Per lb. 

TOTAL. 

Per Cent 
on 

Prime Ccst. 

Per 

Cent 

TOTAL. 



s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 


s. 

d. 

£. 



£. 

Bohea •«»«•**» 

3,778,012 

0 

7-83 

123,257 

1 

6-65 

293,583 

138 

0 

9.67 

152,316 

23 

92 

141,267 

Congou .4..*. 

20,142,873 

1 

204 

1,178,358 

2 

3*88 

2,339,930 

98 

1 

602 

1,512,645 

28 

54 

827,285 

Caropoi ...... 

248,187 

1 

2-04 

14,518 

2 

9-14 

34,270 

136 

1 

5-31 

17,900 

23 

91 

16,370 

Souchong ... 

601,739 

1 

3-12 

37,909 

2 

10-38 

86,199 

127 

1 

2-93 

37,435 

1 i dis. 

130 

48,764 

Twankay. 

4,101,845 

1 

2-04 

239,957 

2 

5-72 

507,945 

111 

1 

753 

333,821 

39 

52 

174,124 

Hyson Skin . 

213,993 

1 

204 

12,518 

2 

3-84 

24,823 

98 

1 

3-47 

13,796 

10 

79 

11,027 

Hyson . 

1,014,923 

2 

2-46 

111,895 

4 

1-75 

210,385 

88 

2 

1004 

143,971 

28 

46 

66,414 

Gunpowder. 

645 

2 

4*08 

7& 

6 

6-51 

210 

180 

3 

10*91 

126 

68 

66 

84 

Totals.*.£. 

30,102,217 

— 

1,718,48/ 

— 

3,497,345 

— 

— 

2 ,212,010 

— 

— 

1,285,333 


Note .—The prime costs are reckonedat the average of the’quotations in the Canton price-current. In deducting the duties from 
the quotations at Amsterdam, those levied on national vessels are assumed. If the higher duties levied on the importations of tea 
in foreign vessels had been deducted, the excess of the Company’s prices would of course have been greater; and as the Ame¬ 
ricans still import largely into Holland, this would certainly have afforded the more accurate method of determining the compa¬ 
rative prices of the Dutch teas and those of the Company. 



^1 

& 






fej 

V. 

Sf 

% 





4 

oc 


'■'i 

0 


SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 561 




































o* 


No. 17 .—Comparative Statement of the Consumption and Revenue of Tea in Great Britain and the United States of America, 

for the Eleven Years ending with 1828. 


YEARS. 


THE 

UNITED 

STATES. 


GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

Total 

Consumption. 

Total 

Revenue. 

Consumption. 

Revenue. 

Consumption. 

Revenue. 

Averages 

of 

Periods of 

4 & 3 Years. 

Increase 
per cent. 

Averages 

of 

Periods of 

4 & 3 Years. 

Increase 

percent. 

Total. 

Averages 

of 

4 & 3 Years. 

Increase 
per cent. 

Total. 

Average 

of 

4 & 3 Years. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 


lbs. 

£. 

lbs. 


£. 


lbs. 



£. 




1818 

4,842,963 

330,283 





25,320,719 



3,384,272 


per cent. 

1819 

5,480,884 

374,637 





24,093,619 



3,276,142 




1820 

4,891,447 

338,189 





23,666,431 



3,133,393 




1821 

4,603,855 

312,207 

4,954,787 


338,829 


24,872,771 ! 

24,488,375 


3,281,875 

3,268,920 



1822 

5,430,630 

361,440 





25,258,642 



3,430,144 | 




1823 

6,796,364 

454,096 





25,710,892 



3,850,558 ! 




1824 

7,107,677 

510,665 





26,023,381 



3,865,099 




1825 

6,557,629 

474,113 

6,473,075 

30 

450,078 

32 

1 27,177,677 

26,042,648 

6 

4,030,439 

3,794,060 

16 


1826 

8,816,225 

652,511 





27,250,769 



3,738,057 




1827 

5,372,956 

388,308 





27,841,284 



3,705,859 




1828 

6,803,667 

498,905 

6,997,616 

6 

513,241 j 

14 

! 

27,975,385 

27,689,146 

6 

3,448,814 

3,630,910 


4 


On a comparison of the last period in the Statement with the first, the American consumption had increased by 41 per cent, and 
the Revenue by 51 per cent. The British consumption had increased by IS per cent, and the Revenue by 11 per cent. 

Note .—Letters from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting the Annual Reports, &c. &c . “ East-India Trade/’ ordered by 
the House of Commons to be printed. Finance Accounts of the United Kingdom, &c. &e. 
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jsf 0 . is, _Account of the Purchase and Sale of the East-India Company’s Investments 

of Tea for Four Years. 


Dr. 

1819- 20 

1820- 21 

To prime cost of 110,247,443 lbs. of Tea, purchased 
at Canton in the seasons 1819-20 to 1822-23, both 

£. 

7,551,331 

1821-22 

1822-23 

— salaries and table-expenses of the factory. 

363,433 

223,363 


—- otner cnaiges in 

917,044 

2 ,112,067 


—— cnarges in 


—***• treignt anu ueujuii«gc • .. 

934,237 



233,546 


— loss sustained by the Company on the occasion of 

380,133 


tne tire at vjciniou ioaa • 



12,715,154 

2,641,229 


balance in vompaiiy a wv.uui 



£ 15,356,383 


Cr. 


5 April 1830. 

John Craufurd 
Esq. 



By sale of 104,084,203 lbs. of tea in the years 1821-22 

£. 


— proportion of costs and charges upon 6,163,240 lbs. 
of tea, being the excess of the purchases above the 

710 894 





Sale price per lb. 2a. 9d. x 7 /u* 

£ 15,356,383 


The average sale price on the four years as given in 
No. 42 of Papers relating to the Finances of India, &c. 
is 2a. lOt/. OO, a difference of of a penny. 

By Balance in favour of the Company, £2,641,229. 



Note .—The documents from wnicn me acconuus maw.. 
counts relating to the Tea Trade,” ordered by the House of Commons to be printed, 
14th May 1824, Nos. 2, 4, and 6. “ Papers relative to the Trade between India and 

China,” 4th June 1829, Nos. 16, 17,31, 32 and 33. 

According to this account, the animal profit of the Company on Tea down to 
1824-6 was £660,307, from which would have to be disbursed the intei est on the 
bond-debt, and the dividends on stock, which on the four years from 182U2 to 1824-0 
amounted, per annum, to £777,550, (Papers relating the Finances of India, &c. 
No. 21, February 1830) leaving, therefore, a deficiency of £117,243. I he only de- 
fective item in the account is the freight, which is evidently under-rated; because from 
the whole amount of it, given in the Parliamentary documents (Papers relating to t c 
Trade with India and China, June 1829, Nos. 16,17> and 31,) the proportion deductei 
from the tonnage returning from India with cargoes is taken at the same rate as trie 
tonnage returning from China, Now nearly the whole tonnage employed in convey* 
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5 April 1830. ing Tea to England consists of large ships, at the highest rates of freight, and especially 

- includes the Company’s own ships, the most expensive of any; whereas in the Indian 

John Orawfurd , tonnage a number of vessels taken up at low rates of freight are conipiehencled. roi 
example, the East-India Company, within the period included in the account, re¬ 
ceived tenders for between 24,000 and 25,000 tons of shipping, and took up what 
they wanted at £8. 4 s. 8 d. per ton, (Minutes of Evidence before the Committee of 
Lords on the Trade with India and China, 1820 and 1821, page 158,) while they were 
paying on the average of their ships from China, exclusive of demurrage £21. 11*?. !«• 
(an Account of the Rate of Freight per ton paid by the East-India Company from China 
on the average of the whole tonnage of the years 1822 and 1823—East-India House, 
26th April 1824.) Were the necessary deduction made on this account, the profits 
on the Tea-trade would certainly not be adequate to the payment of the dividends on 
the capital stock alone, which, on the average of the four years referred to, amounted 
to £629,539 per annum. It is obvious that the payment of the dividends and of the 
interest of the bond-debt must fall exclusively on the profits of the tea, because there 
are no other commercial profits, a fact which can be explained in a very few words. 
The Company’s exports from China, besides tea, were always trifling in amount, and 
the profit, if any, of course trifling also. Of late years they have ceased altogether. 
With respect to the imports into that country from this, the Company themselves 
showed, and at the very period to which the account refers, that there was 
not only no profit, but a loss, which, on an average of six-and-twenty years, amounted 
to £1,668,103 (Minutes of Evidence on India and China Trade, Lords Committee, 
page 118). Neither, it may fairly be supposed, is the India Trade carried on in a 
profitable manner. We have the Company’s own testimony to this effect, down to 
nearly the close of the last charter, when their accounts exhibited a loss ol £355,846 
per annum (Papers relating to East-India Affairs, East-India House, 8th April 1810.) 
Nor is it reasonable to conclude that now, with more numerous and active competitors, 
and a greatly-diminished trade, that this branch of commerce can be attended with a 
profit, however trifling. 


No. 19.— Comparative Statement of the Average Prices of the Company’s and 
Private Trade Teas imported in the Ships Macqu.en, George the Fourth, Marquess 
Huntly, Lord Lowther, Castle Huntly, Marquess Camden, aud Orwell, as sold toge¬ 
ther at the East-India Compqtiy’s September Sale 1829. 



East-India Company. 

1 

Privilege Tea. 

■ 

Difference per lb. 

Difference per cent. 

Congou.. 

s. d. 

2 2-86 

s . d. 

2 3-88 

d. 

102 

Q 7. 

°T7) 

Twatikay... 

2 2-67 

2 1014 

7*47 

28 

Hyson... 

3 1066 

3 11*32 

066 

I * 

l JT) 


Note .—“ Sale List,” by John Nicholson & Co., London. 
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No. 20. (A.) — Sketch, exhibiting a Comparison of the Duties and Revenue on Tea, under the Systems of Monopoly and Free Trade; 

estimated on the Consumption and Revenue of the Year 1828-9. 


TEAS. 

quantity. 

East India 
Company’s Sale 
Price. 

Company’s 
Price, with the 
Duty. 

American Price. 

American Price, 
with 

same Amount 
of Duly. 

Reduction 
of Cost, with 
same Duty to the' 
State. 

} 

Present ad 
valorem Duty. 

Actual Duty, 
as levied on 
the American 
Price. 

Specific Duty 
which 

might beimposed 
in an open 
Trade, without 
increasing Price 
to Consumer. 

Present Revenue 

Revenue 
which might 
be raised, wii fl¬ 
out augmenting 
the Cost to the 
Consumer. 


lbs . 

S . 

d. 

S . 

d. 

S. 

d. 

S' 

d. 

S. 

d' 

per cent. 

per cent. 

5. 

d. 

£. 

£. 

Bohea .... 

3,778,012 

1 

6*65 

3 

0-55 

0 

9-83 

2 

373 

0 

8-82 

96 

182 

2 

2*72 

281,839 

420,681 

Congou. .. 

20,142,873 

2 

3-88 

4 

7-76 

1 

740 

3 

11-28 

0 

8*48 ‘ 

! 100 

142 

3 

0*36 

2,339,930 

3,051,645 

Campoi ... 

284,187 ! 

2 

9-14 

5 

6*28 

1 

740 

4 

4-54 

1 

1*74 

100 

170 

3 

10-88 

39,241 

55,511 

Souchong.. 

601,739 


10-38 

5 

8*76 

1 

740 

4 

5-78 

1 

2-98 

100 

177 

4 

1-36 

86,199 

1 

123,758 

Twankay.. 

4,101,843 

2 

5*72 

4 

11-44 

1 

740 

4 

M2 

0 

10*32 

100 

i 153 

1 

3 

4*04 

507,945 

684,325 

Hyson-skin. 

213,993 

j 2 

3-84 

4 

7-68 

1 

4-56 

3 

840 

0 

11-28 

100 

168 

3 

3-12 

{ 24,823 

34,881 

Hyson ...... 

1,014,923 

4 

1-75 

8 

3-50 

2 

7-05 

6 

8*80 

1 

6*70 

100 

j 160 

5 

8*45 

210,385 

289/165 

Gunpowder 

645 

6 

6-51 

13 

102 

3 

2-55 

9 

9.06 

3 

3-96 

I 100 

1 

203 

9 

1047 

210 

317 

Total . 

30,138,217 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i — i — 

— 

3,490,572 

4,660,583 


Augmentation of Revenue.,..£1,170,011 

Vote —Paners relating to the Finances of India, and the Trade of India and China, No. 41. American price-currents for the ten years ending 
with 1829 the Company’s Congou, Campoi, Souchong, and Twankay, are reckoned at the same price as American Souchong. In the Canton 
price-currents, Congou/Campoi, Twankay, and Hyson-skin, are quoted exactly at the same prices. In the American price-currents there 
is no Pekoe, which is therefore left out of the Statement. 
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No. 20. (B.) Sketch, exhibiting a Comparison of the Duties and Revenue on Tea, under the Systems of Monopoly and Free Trade; 

estimated on the Consumption and Revenue of the Year 1828-9. 


TEAS. 

Quan tilies soid 
by East-1 ndia 
Company 
in i8£8 9. 

Duty per Pound 
considered 
as a 

specific Impost. 

Company’s 

Price 

without iheDuty 
per lb. 

Company’s 

Price 

with the Duty 
pes ib. 

Proposed 
specific 
Duty per 
pound. 

Free Trade 
Price per lb. 
without Duty. 

Free Trade 
Price per lb. 
witn Duty. 

Reduction of 
Price to Con¬ 
sumer tinder new 
Duty, in an open 
Trade, 
per lb. 

Present Revenue. 

Revenue 
with proposed 
new Duties. 

Increase of 
Revenue. 

TOTAL. 

jPer Cent. 


lbs. 

S» 

d. 

S . 

d. 

S . 

d. 

S. 

d. 

S. 

d. 

Si 

d. 

S . 

d . 

£. 

£. 

£. 


Bohea. 

3,778,012 

1 

5*90 

1 

6.65 

3 

0*55 

I 

6 

0 

983 

2 

3.83 

0 

8*72 

281,839 

283,350 

1,511 


Congou.... 

20,142,873 

2 

3*88 

2 

3.88 

4 

7*76 

2 

6 

1 

7.40 

4 

1*40 

0 

6*36 

2,339,930 

2,517,859 

177,929 


Campoi.... 

284,187 

2 

9-14 

2 

9-14 

5 

6*28 

2 

6 

1 

7*40 

4 

1*40 

1 

4*88 

89,241 

35,523 

— 


Souchong.. 

601,739 

2 

10*38 

2 

10.38 

5 

8*76 

3 

0 

1 

7*40 

4 

7*40 

1 

1*36 

86,199 

1 

90,260 

4,061 


Pekoe. 

131,281 

8 

9-23 

3 

9*23 

7 

6-46 

5 

0 

5 

0 

10 

0 


— 

24,740 | 

32,820 

8,080 


Twankay.. 

4,101,845 

2 

5*72 

2 

5*72 

4 

11*44 

2 

6 

1 

7*40 

4 

1*40 

0 

10 04 

507,945 

512,730 

4,785 


Hyson-skin 

213,993 

2 

3-84 

2 

3*84 

4 

7*68 

2 

6 

1 

4*56 

3 

10*36 

0 

9*12 

24,823 

26,749 

1,926 


Hyson.... 

1,014,923 

4 

1-75 

4 

1-75 

8 

3*50 

4 

0 

2 

7*05 

6 

7*05 

1 

8*45 

210,385 

202,984 



Gunpowder 

645 

6 

6*51 

6 

6*51 

13 

1*02 

5 

0 

3 

2-55 

8 

2.55 

4 10-47 

210 

161 

— 


Total lbs. 

;S0,269,498 

— 


— 

— 

“ 

— 

— 

3,515,312 

3,702,436 

187,124 

K 5 
£> t0 


Note _Papers relating to the Finances of India, and the Trade of India and China, No. 41. American price-currents for the 

ten years ending with 1829. 
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Explanation of the Statements marked No. 20, (A.) and (B.) 


It does not appear from the reports of the merchants at the out-ports that there 
will be any difficulty in an open trade in tea in levying an ad valorem duty upon it ; 
and the example of cotton is quoted in proof. A specific duty would, however, in a 1 
probability, be much more convenient; and the example of the United States, which 
has collected the revenue on this principle for forty years, seems quite conclusive. 
The rates a'ssumed in the statement marked (B.) are calculated on the basis of the 
present ad valorem duties, and are assumed at a high rate, for the purpose of giving, in 
the first instance, ample security to the public revenue, lhere can be little doubt, 
however, but that a more moderate impost would be more productive. Even in the 
United States of America the duties are considered by the statesmen of that country as 
much too high, as may be seen by the following extract from the reports of the Secre¬ 
tary of the Treasury in 1827= “The use of tea lias become so general throughout the 
United States, as to rank almost as a necessary of life. When to this we add that 
there is no rival production at home to be fostered by lessening the amount of its im¬ 
portation, the duty upon it may safely be regarded as too high. Upon some of trie 
varieties of the article it considerably exceeds 100 per cent., and is believed to be gene¬ 
rally above the level which a true policy points out. A moderate reduction of 
the duty would lead to an increased consumption of the article, to an extent that, 
in all probability, would in the end benefit rather than injure the revenue. Its 
tendency would 'be to enlarge our trade in exports to China; a trade of progressive 
value as our cottons and other articles of home production, (aside from specie), aie 
more and more entering into it. It would cause more of the trade in teas to centre in 
our own ports, the present rate of duty driving our tea-ships not unfrequently to seek 
their markets in Europe, not in the form of re-exportations but in the direct voyage 
from China. It would also serve to diminish the risk ot the United States ultimately 
losing any portion of a trade so valuable, through the policy and regulations ot other 

nations.” 

But even with the high duty which is proposed in Sketch (B.), thene will R be ason- 
sitlerable saving to the public, as may be easily shown. The cost of the30,269,498 lbs. 
of tea in 1828-29 to the public was as follows; viz. 

S ..ie m ice .. 3,527,056 

Diny 1 !Z. 3,515,312 

Total.£7,042,368 

By the duty proposed in the Sketch, the cost will stand thus : 

Duty P !!!?-Z.....- 3,702,436 

Total.£ 6,059,483 

This will produce a saving to the consumer of £982,887, lyhich in 
will be laid out in an additional purchase of tea; if so, it will add 12,622,360 lbs..to 
the present consumption, making the whole 42,891,858 lbs.. Whether the price fall 
or rise, the public revenue, with specific duties, is sure to increase, With 
merited consumption now supposed, it would he enhanced to the extent of £1,543,Jlo, 
or amount in all to £5,246,349. In a word, under the proposed plan, the consumption 
and revenue of the kingdom in tea would each be augmented by above 40 per cent. 


<SL 

5 April 1830. 

John Crawfurd, 

Esq. 
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No. 21— An Account of the Amount of Duties of Customs and Excise received 


uunn ^ / uwjurdy -—-*— 

Esq . 




ARTICLES. 

1823. 

1824. 

1825. 


£. 

£. 

£■ 

Cloves, mace, &c. ....... 

23,324 

25,393 . 

19,063 

Coffee ....... 

17,677 

23,513 

22,567 

Sugar. 

___ w i 

190,664 

282,495 

304,097 

Tea. ■ 

1 

3,850,558 

3,865,099 

4,030,439 


~ . wv " ,T '' vu vjiicai, JLKutuii aiiu iae jcaisi 

1 he duties on ail the articles except tea, have 


No .22 . — Comparison of the D uti es on Co ffee, Cocoa, Sugar, Spirits and Tobacco, with those on 


TEA. 

Duty 

per 

Cent. 

I 

COFFEE. 

Duty 

per 

Cent. 

COCOA. 

Duty 

per 

Cent. 

Bohea... 

96 

Jamsllpn trintrp 

224 

West India common ... 

200 

Congo kind, &c. 

96 

Do. middling*. 

87 

Congo, common. 

100 

Do. fine. tttftl 

71 

UK). SUpcl IQl »**•*#•*«• 

140 

Congo, fine.... 

100 

Dominica, ordinary .... 

124 

vriClIdUd oi umary...... 

Do. superior ......... 

186 

Pekoe kind.. 

140 

100 

Do. middling 

86 


Do. Canipoi do.. 

100 

Do. fine. 

71 

119 

Do. fine red 

1 I A C? 11 y \ in Ait 

101 

Campoi, good............ 

100 

Berbice triage .. 

ajkj, superior .......... 

norhlpp 

86 

Souchong ... 

100 

Do. milidling-_ ftT , 

87 

72 

378 

368 

358 

368 

368 

311 


186 

Twankay, common. 

100 

Do. fine .. 

Do. superior 

Sri int 1 ,11 A. I 

133 

186 

Do. good . 

100 

St. Domingo . Trrft 


Do. fine. 

100 

La Guavra .. 

Do. superior . . 

109 

Hyson kind . 

100 

Havannah .. tMltlf 


186 

Hyson Skin.. 1 

100 

Porto Rico .. 

Do. superior .......... 

109 

Do. good. 

100 

Brazil .. . 

V'dlclCCo 

197 

Hyson, common . 

100 

Batavia ... 

Do. superior .......... 

R VVl *7 11 

166 

r no 

Do. good *. 

100 

Chiribon .. H1M1 

320 

350 

262 


583 

Do. fine . I 

100 

Sumatra .. 

Do. superior .. 

500 

Young Hyson .. 

100 

100 

Ceylon.... .. 

vjiiayaquii .,, 

Do. superior ... 

560 

500 

Gunpowder . •»«•••••••,. 

Mocha . 

103 

Saint Domingo ......... 

—, 
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upon certain Goods imported from the East Indies, together with Mauritius, 

e.L. T IttOQ 


569 


1826. 

1827. 

-— - j 

] 

1828. 

£. 

20,266 

29,400 

415,395 

3,738,057 

£. 

27,298 

32,907 

401,970 

3,705,859 

£. 

26,368 

36,522 

506,127 

3,448,814 


ncrease or juecreasu yci 
of the three last upon the 
three first years. 


5 April 1830. 

John Crawfurd, 
Esq. 


Increase. 


9 per ct. 
35 — 
70 - 


Decrease. 


7 per Ct. 


-Indies 1824—182y. uruereu uy . 

been greatly reduced within the period given in the Statement. 


Tea, calculated ad valorem from th 

SUGAR. 

Duty 

per 

Cent. 

Jamaica, fine .. 

60 

Do. middling. 

71 

Do. ordinary brown. 

87 ‘ 

Demerara, fine .. 

67 : 

Do. middling. 

75 ; 

Do. brown . 

90 

; Havannah, fine.. 

131 

j Do. middling .. 

143 

Do. brown .. 

203 

1 

Rio, brown...- 

233 

j Do. white ..••• 

170 

Bahia, brown •••••••••••• 

225 

Do. white .. 

180 

Mauritius . 

81 

Do. low brown. 

112 

Bengal fine white. 

102 

Do- middling white.. 

108 

Do. low white.... 

115 

. China and Siam. 

188 


e-Current, of 18th March 1828. 


Foreign and Colonial 
SPIRITS 


1st 


brandy, 26-27* 


} 




Hollands Geneva 
12 a 19 per cent 
Rum, Jamaica 

Do. 20 a 22. 

Do. 23 a 27. 

Do. 28 a 34. 

Do. superior. 

Do. extra fine .... 
Do. Leeward Is¬ 
land, proofs. 

Do. over proofs .. 
Demerara, 23 a 35.. 


.1 


Duty 

per 

Cent. 


TOBACCO. 


658 

794 

750 

900 

843 

268 

248 

226 

217 

212 

192 

408 

364 

242 


Maryland, fine scrub.... 

Do. brown.. 

Do. fine yellow . 

Virginia, fine black .. 
Do. stripped ordinary 

Kentucky, fine. 

Do. ordinary..... 

St. Domingo. 

Havannah.••••• 

Segars, common. 

Do. superior ......... 

East India.... 

Do. inferior. 

Virginia middling black 
Kentucky middling... 

Porto Rico. 

Varinas. 

Brazil.. 

Ukraine. 


Duty 

per 

Cent. 


758 

1,028 

343 

800 

1,309 

900 

1,600 

533 

370 

112 

64 

1,800 

2,057 

960 

1,200 
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FIFTH REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the Present 
State of the Affairs of the East-India Company, and into the Trade 
between Great Britain, the East-Indies , and China ,* and to repoit their 
Observations thereupon to the House; and who were empowered to 
report the Minutes of Evidence taken before them from time to time 
to the House;— 

HAVE made a further Progress in the Matters to them referred, 
and examined several other Witnesses; the Minutes of whose 
Evidence they have agreed to report to the House up to the 13th 
day of this instant May, inclusive. 


1 3th May, 1830. 


4D 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


Jovis, 29° die Aprilis 1830. 


William Ward, Esq. in the Chair. 


JAMES COSMO MELVILL, Esq., Auditor of the East-India Company’s 
Accounts, again called in, and examined. 

29 April 1830. 4295. You are the Auditor of the East-India Company ?—I am. 

- , 4296. In your situation of Auditor, have you been led to consider the 

J. C. Melvill, Esq. mo de pursued by the Company in computing the upset price of their teas ? 

—The computation of the upset price of tea forms no part of the official 
duty of my department; but it devolves upon me to prepare periodically 
financial views of the territorial branch of the Company’s affairs; and in the 
performance of that duty, I find it important and necessary, as far as prac¬ 
ticable, to make myself acquainted with all the Company’s arrangementsof 
a financial nature, commercial as well as political; I will therefore endeavour 
to answer any questions which the Committee may be pleased to put re¬ 
specting the upset price of tea. 

4297. Will you explain the principle upon which the Company fix the 
upset price of their teas ?—'The Act of the 24 Geo. III. c. 38, usually called 
the Commutation Act, precludes the Company from putting up their tea for 
sale at any prices which shall, upon the whole of the teas so put up at any 
one sale, exceed the prime cost thereof, with the freight and charges of im¬ 
portation, together with lawful interest from the time of the arrival of such 
tea in Great Britain, and the common premium of insurance, as a compen¬ 
sation for the sea risk incurred thereon. The first point that the Company 
have to consider in carrying that law into effect is, how they are to compute 
the prime cost of their teas. All the Company’s consignments and remit¬ 
tances to China are made entirely with a view to, and do in fact terminate 
in, supplying their treasury at Canton with funds for the provision of tea. 
The course of proceeding which the Company adopt each season is this: 
they first take a view of the state of the market, and of the probable demand 
for tea, and according to that view frame their indent for a quantity of tea 
to be brought from China sufficient to keep up a year’s consumption before¬ 
hand, as required by law, and estimate the probable cost of that tea in tales. 
The next step is to provide the means of paying for the tea. With that 
view they buy cotton in India for consignment to China, which is paid for 
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in ruDees received in reimbursement of sums disbursed in sterling, on ac¬ 
count of that portion of the territorial charges of India which is incurred in 
England. They direct the supercargoes to receive dollars in China ni ex¬ 
change for bills upon India, which are paid in rupees, received in like 
manner. They purchase British manufactures for consignment to China, 
which are of course paid for in sterling. A very small portion, about one- 
sixteenth of the whole, in 1888-9, was provided by bills drawn m China 
upon the Company in London. The prime cost of the tea brought to 
England under these arrangements is the sum expended in sterling in pror 
vidino- the tales with which the tea was bought, including freight and 
charges upon the outward consignments, which are in fact remittances, anc 

upon the homeward investment of tea. 

4208 Does it also include the charge of interest ?~~Interest forms a 
necessary part of the charges. The Company, as merchants, are entitled 
to charge interest from the date of expending the money in making he re- 
LitZ until the period when, if they were free from rite res noon o 
the Commutation Act, they would be in the situation to sell the tea. That 
Act however, restrains the Company from selling their tea immediately 
upon its arrival, by requiring that they should keep a considerable stock on 
hand; and in order that they may sutler no loss on that account, it is pro¬ 
vided that the Company shall add to the prime cost of the tea lawful inter¬ 
est from the time of its arrival in Great Britain. Combining, therefore, 
ordinary usage, as respects interest being included m the invoice charges, 
with the parliamentary enactment, the upset price of the tea should include 
interest from the time of the first expenditure to the time when the sale 
proceeds of the teas are realized. 

1 4299. You state that interest is charged from the date when the money is 
expended in providing funds for the purchase of the tea; is that the pnn- 
dpTo upoa which you charge interest ? -That is thepnnctpltt winch regu- 
late the Company’s charge of interest. The amount of the chaigeii t 
minutely ascertained from year to ye.r; hut. I haee taken out the particulars 
of the year 1828-9, which is that of wh.ch the Commit ee have ha a 
ment of the items of the upset prices, and I have asce tmned that the Com- 
pany’s charge for interest, although regulated upon the P^cip^ wh ch I 
have explained, falls short of what it would be upon an actual computation. 

4300. Will you explain upon what data you go r—The invoice charge of 

interest upon the outward consignments from England is six months, andII 
have ascertained that the proceeds of these consignments in t e y , 

1828-9, were not realized for ten months upon an average. • o » ' 

charge which the Company make of interest under the Comma » , 

for eighteen months, and I have ascertained that the aveiage perior 

tea is in warehouse here is twenty months. . , 

4301. Can you state what proportion of the funds required for the pure me 
of tea in China is raised by bills in India, or by consignments of merchandize 
from India ?—The whole portion remised from India amounts to abouUwo- 
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thirds of the whole, including consignments of merchandize from India to 
China, as well as bills drawn from China upon India. 

4302. That proportion which has been raised by being remitted from India 
being raised in dollars in exchange for rupees, how is the sterling value of 
the rupees calculated ?—-At the intrinsic par of the rupee, Computing the value 
of fine silver at the old mint standard of 5s. 2d. an ounce. 

4303. But there is at present no such standard in silver?—I am perfectly 
aware of that circumstance. The standard in this country being gold, there 
is no such standard as5 s. 2d .; nor can there, I apprehend, be any accurate 
standard for silver, but the market-price, in a country where the standard is 
gold. 

4304. What is the market-price of silver at present?—4s. lie/, an ounce. 

4305. The market value appears then to be 3d. per ounce less than the 
amount observed in the Company’s calculations, has not there been an over¬ 
valuation in your computation of the tale to that extent ?—If the Committee 
were to restrict their view to the two or three last years, undoubtedly there 
would appear to have been an over-valuation of the tale in that respect; but 
in former years of the present charter the market price of silver considerably 
exceeded the old mint standard of 5s. 2d., and I have ascertained that upon 
an average of all the years since 1814-15, there is only a fractional difference 
between the value of the rupee at the market price and at the old standard. 

4306. Then, from your statement, it would appear that upon an average 
of years there has not been any over-valuation of the tale by the system the 
Company have observed of bringing the rupees into dollars?—That is what 
I meant to say $ and I would beg leave to add, that the Board of Control, 
acting upon the authority given to them by Parliament, compel the Company 
to credit the Indian territory with the rupee at more than 12 per cent, above 
the old standard of 5s. 2d., which valuation being one to which the Company 
as advised are bound by law to submit, they would have been perfectly 
justified in applying to their transactions with China. 

4307* That being the case, how do you account for their not having pro¬ 
portionately increased the upset price of tea?—The Company have never 
acquiesced in the rates of exchange prescribed by the Board, but have per¬ 
severed up to the present time in earnestly remonstrating against the obser¬ 
vance of those rates, and in entreating a revision of them. The China 
accounts are not legally within the control of the Board ; and therefore, 
although the Company must submit to the loss by this exchange, yet they 
have been unwilling to give the least sanction to the rates by introducing 
them into the valuation of the tale in computing the cost of tea, the more 
especially as, if they had done so, it would have had the effect, which I 
trust I may be permitted to say the Company always deprecate, of raising the 
upset price of tea. 

4308. Do not the Company adopt a different mode of valuing the tale in 

their 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 575 

their account of profit and loss from that which you have explained with 
reference to the upset price of tea ?—Yes. In their profit and loss accounts 
they adopt the fixed rate of 6s. 8 d. as a medium rate; and the Committee 
will see that the Company are compelled to use a different rate in this 
account, as the effect of the Board’s rates must be adjusted in the profit and 
loss. With respect to this old rate of 6s. 8 d., I find that it was recognized 
in the year 1781, in a paper appended to the Ninth Report of a Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons on East-India Affairs, being a Report from 
a Committee of East-India Proprietors, adopted by the General Court, 
which, with the permission of the Committee, as it explains the view which 
was then taken of what constituted 'prime cost, I will take tire liberty of 
reading: “ With respect to merchandize sent out from England to India, 
and merchandize returned home from thence, the produce must vary 
according to the market abroad and at home, and according to the ideal 
value affixed to foreign currency, but can only affect the Company, or be 
decided, on the following position ; for instance, suppose ,£100 laid out in 
broad-cloth in England sells in Bengal for 1,200 current rupees; if on this 
occasion the exchange be reckoned at 2 s. per current rupee, the profit is 
20 per cent.; if 2 s. 3d., the profit is 35 per cent.; again, if the produce of 
1,200 current rupees be laid out in muslins, and these, when brought to 
England, sell for ,£150, the produce of the operation, reckoning at 2s. the 
current rupee, will be 1,500 current rupees, or an apparent profit of 25 per 
cent.; at 2s. 3d. the current rupee will be 1,33% or an apparent profit of 
only 13£ per cent. But the real profit to the Company in England, by 
comparison of first costs, will be 50 per cent,, which is the only point that 
can be established, let the discussion be carried on ever so long^ except that 
the higher the exchange in India the greater the apparent profit there, and 
the reverse in England ; so that, for the purpose of the present calculation, 
your Committee have adopted the Company’s valuation; viz. tale 6s. 3d.” 
The Committee will observe, that this latter principle of comparing first 
costs is that which the Company now adopt. The paper which I have read 
was before Parliament a short time previously to the passing of the Commu¬ 
tation Act; the clause in which affecting the question of prime cost was pro¬ 
posed by the Company in the very terms in which it is enacted. 

4309. Can you state to the Committee what has been the average cost of 
the tale to the Company since 1814, upon the principle which you have been 
explaining?—The average cost of the tale to the Company since 1814-15, 
upon the principle which I have explained, has been 65 . 7'502d. 

4310. What has been the average rate per tale since 1814 at which bills 
have been drawn upon the Company in England from Canton ?—The average 
rate per tale at which the Company have been drawn upon from Canton 
since 1814-15 is 6s. 877tf. The Committee will see that if that principle 
had been observed, the charge of interest in the computation would be for 
twelve months less than that included in the Company’s calculation, because 
bills of exchange would comprise the interest for that period ; but, on the 
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April 1830. other hand, the Company’s calculation includes charges that would be 

- 7 incurred if supplies were obtained by bills. Adjusting both sides of the 

Melvill, Esq. ca i cu lation, I find that the rate at which the tale would have been computed 
in the upset price of tea, if the bill of exchange rate had been the principle 
of computation, would have been 6s. 8*949c?. decimals. 

4311. Do you not consider that it is the ordinary usage to value the coin 
of a foreign country expended in the purchase of consignments to England 
in sterling at the current rate of exchange ?—I am perfectly aware that such 
is the usual practice j the principle, indeed, seems quite clear. In ordinary 
cases it very frequently happens that the cargo abroad is purchased with 
funds raised by bills of exchange, and the cost of those goods in sterling 
would, in such a case, be the sterling amount of the bills; but the adoption 
of any such system by the Company in their present circumstances, even 
were it practicable, would defeat the financial provisions of the Legislature 
in respect of India. If the Company were to buy their teas by means of 
bills upon themselves, they would have to pay those bills out of tile proceeds 
of the teas, and then there would not be funds for the territorial charges of 
India. 

4312. Will you explain to the Committee what is the nature and the 
amount of those territorial charges?—They comprise the reimbursement to 
the public of that portion of the expenditure of Great Britain which is 
incurred in respect of His Majesty’s troops serving in India. They also 
embrace the furlough and retired allowances of officers in the Company’s 
army, the cost of territorial stores sent to India, political freight and demur¬ 
rage, and also a portion of the interest of the Indian debt. The aggregate 
of those several charges may be stated to amount, upon the average, to 
£3,000,000 per annum, which is remitted by the Company principally 
through their India and China trade ; and the Indian territory has the im¬ 
portant benefit of effecting this remittance at advantageous rates of exchange. 

431 3. In what mode does the territory obtain this advantage?—The terri¬ 
tory obtains this advantage by remitting the three millions annually at the 
Board rates of exchange, 2s. 3-84c?. per sicca rupee. 

4314. Can you state to the Committee what proportion of the remittance 
is effected through the China trade ?—At present about one million sterling 
per annum. It has been, and it continues to be, the policy of the Company 
to increase the remittances through that mode. 

4315. At what rate do the Company credit the Indian territory with the 
sums so remitted?—At 2s. 3'84d. the sicca rupee. 

4316. Instead of 1 $. 11 c?., for the reasons you have stated?—Is. 11 c?. is, 
I believe, the market rate now. 

4317. Can you state to the Committee what is the present rate of ex¬ 
change in India for bills upon England ?-—The last quotation I have seen is 
Is. 11 c?. per sicca rupee. 


4318. You 
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4318. You have stated that this remittance is at 2s. 3d. instead of 1 $. 1 Id. 
Is that 2s.3d. put upon the tea in computing the upset pricer—No; the 
computation of that part of the remittance from India, which affects the 
upset price of tea, is made, as I have already explained, at the old mint 
standard of 5s. 2d., which values the rupee at about 2s. 0%d. 

4319* Still would it not appear, according to the computation of the 
rupee being valued at 2 s. 0 id., whilst in Bengal the exchange is U. 11 < 2 ., 
that it is taken at 1M. beyond the real worth in Bengal of the rupee ?—But 
the Company, for the reasons I have already given, cannot extend their 
drafts upon themselves from Bengal without defeating the Act of Parliament 
in respect of the Indian charges, and the cost of the Company placing their 
rupees in Bengal under the system prescribed by the Act much more than 
accounts for that difference. 

4320. Can you state to the Committee at what rate, upon the average, 
since 1814, the Company have placed the tale in China by means of bills 
upon India?— 5s. 10*04 d. 

4321. Can you also state at what rate by consignments of merchandize 
from India?— 65 . 7 ’36d. 

4322. It would then appear that the consignments of merchandize have 
been a much less profitable mode of remittance than that of bills ; how do 
you account for the Company having continued to adopt that mode ?—The 
rate I have mentioned for merchandize of 6 s. 1-36(1. includes freight, which, 
had the funds been raised by bills, must have been charged u^ on the tea; 
omitting freight, the cost of the tale by consignments of merchandize from 
India to China is reduced to 5s. 7*7 6 </. 

4328. Then you mean to state that the upset price has been rather kept 
down than otherwise by the practice of the Company in sending merchan¬ 
dize from India to China ?—Clearly so; and encouragement has at the same 
time been given by the Company to the trade in an important article of 
Indian produce. 

4324. Can you state at what rate the tale has been placed in China by 
consignments of British manufactures?—At Is. 0-49</. 

4325. You take the average since 1814?—-Since 1814; the rate would 
be lower if we took an average for a smaller period of years. 

4326. Then you are of opinion that the most disadvantageous mode which 
the Company can adopt of providing funds for the purchase of teas is by 
sending British manufactures ?—I think that must be admitted. 

4327. That being the case, can you explain why the Company have con¬ 
tinued to adopt that mode, that being so disadvantageous ?—The Committee 
must of course be aware that the Company have always from policy been 
desirous of exporting the produce and manufactures of Great Britain to 
places to which they have an exclusive privilege of trading, and I believe 
I may say that the Company have felt themselves under something of a 
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29 April 1880. moral obligation to do so. This policy has at different times been not only 
sanctioned but enjoined in the charters granted to the Company and in legis¬ 
lative enactments! At the period of the last renewal of the charter, the 
trade with India being then opened, of course the Company ceased to feel it 
obligatory upon them then to send British manufactures to India, although 
they determined not to cease doing so until it should become absolutely 
necessary ; but as they had the exclusive privilege of trading to China, they 
felt the force of the old obligation still binding upon them, as relating to 
exports to that country; and it was well understood between the King’s 
ministers in 1813, and the representatives of the Company, that these exports 
to China were to be continued. I may add, that when in 1826 the Company 
found it necessary, from the state of the trade, materially to restrict exports 
of British manufactures to India, Mr. Williams Wynn, then President of 
the Indian Board, remonstrated against that determination; and as that re¬ 
lated to exports to India, I think the Company were entitled to conclude 
that the remonstrance would .have been much more decided if it had had 
reference to exports to China. But independently of the policy which has 
actuated these exports of British produce and manufactures, it by no means 
appears to me that the tale has been valued more highly than it would have 
been if all the funds for buying tea had been provided in either of the other 
modes; for I cannot imagine that the Company could have materially in¬ 
creased their supplies of cotton to India, or their demand upon the Canton 
market for money in exchange forbills, without immediately either lessening 
the value of the cotton in China, or raising the exchange for the bills. I 
would further state, that in a-concern of so much magnitude and importance 
as that of the Company’s in China, it is necessary that they should be secure 
against the possible failure of funds there, which might be the consequence 
of their having recourse to only one method of remittance. The Company 
act upon a system ; and I would submit that one good test by which that 
system might be tried would be, whether the valuation of the tale, by all the 
combined methods which the Company have pursued, is or is not as good 
for the public as if the Company had supplied their treasury by consign¬ 
ments of bullion. 

4328. Are you able to state to the Committee what, upon the average 
since 1814, would have been the cost of the tale, if the consignments had 
been entirely in bullion ?—6s. 6-27 8d, which, by the addition of the charges 
now included in the valuation of the tale produced by consignments of mer¬ 
chandize to China, would be increased to 6s. 10490 d., which is 2*988 d. in 
excess of the cost, at which, by the Company’s combined operations, the 
tale has been placed in China. 

4829 . Can you explain upon what grounds you make this valuation which 
you have just given to the Committee?—I take the average market price of 
dollar silver in London in each year since 1814-15; I add nine months’ in¬ 
terest, at the rate borne by the Company’s bond debt in England, insurance 

at 
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at the market rate, and one per cent, for brokerage, shipping expenses, and 29 
freight. 

4330. What is the amount of the insurance ?—It has varied; it was four 
per cent, in the early years; and that which the Company now adopt is 
three per cent. 

4331. Do you take that calculation from facts ?—From the rate of sea 
insurance adjudged every year by the mercantile committee at the India 
House. 

4332. Is that upon bullion ?—The Company not being in the habit of 
exporting bullion, the Committee do not fix a separate rate for bullion. I 
have taken the rate for merchandize. The rate for bullion is, I believe, less; 
but the difference will not affect the principle of the calculation I have now 
submitted. It would make a small alteration in the degree. 

4333 . It has been stated in evidence to the Committee, that a very large 
sum, amounting to two millions sterling, might be obtained in exchange for 
bills upon England. Do you think, to that extent, it would be possible so to 
obtain money in exchange upon England ?—Any opinion I can give upon 
that point must be formed from a perusal of the official despatches of the 
Company’s Select Committee in China; and from what they have at differ¬ 
ent times reported of the state of the money market at Canton, I must be 
permitted to entertain very great doubts whether so large a sum as two mil¬ 
lions sterling could be raised by bills upon England in any one year, and I 
am quite convinced that it could not be done consecutively from year to 
year ; were it otherwise, the rate of exchange would be so enhanced by the 
demand as to make the tale much more expensive than under the present 
system. Besides, if the Company were known to depend on that mode of 
supply, they would be at the mercy of a few merchants at Canton, who 
would have it in their power to combine and dictate the rate of exchange, 
which inconvenience is not merely speculative ; it is one which the Coim 
pany’s servants in China have sometimes mentioned in reference to their 
limited demands for money in exchange for bills. I would again remind 
the Committee, that the Company cannot grant the bills, or rather if they 
were to grant them the law would be defeated. 

4334 . Will you explain in what manner the law would be defeated ?—I 
refer especially to the 56th section of the Act of the 53d, which enacts, 
that a sum equal to the actual payments made from the commercial funds at 
home, on account of territorial charges in the year preceding, shall in each 
and every year be issued in India for the purpose of the said Company’s * 
China or India investment. The Company must pay the demands upon 
them on account of the Indian territory, and they could not pay those de¬ 
mands if they drew those bills. 

4335. Do you think it would be imprudent to risk the non-provision of 
funds at Canton, which would be the case if the exchange at Canton was 
exclusively relied on ?-—I do, 
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29 April, 1830. 4836. Are you aware that the Canton price-current states the rate for 

-; , bills upon England ?—There is such a quotation in the Canton price-current, 

«/. C. Melvil) , Esq. j Jut j never heard of a corresponding quotation in the London price-current. 

It appears to me that bills are generally created by exports of produce; and 
in this case the Company, who are the great exporters from China to Europe, 
cannot, as I have explained, grant the bills. 

4 -337. Do you mean to say that there is no regular exchange between 
China and England ?—Bills have certainly been drawn to some extent. The 
Company draw a small amount. The supercargoes, whose salaries are pay¬ 
able in England, occasionally draw. There must be ship bills j and I have 
seen it stated in evidence before this Committee, that the Americans have 
lately raised funds in China in that mode, though, if they continue to do so, 
instead of importing dollars, the exchange will soon be affected. 

4338. Do not you think that the probability would be, that there would 
be a more regular exchange between England and China, if it were not for 
the Company’s monopoly, and if a free trade existed between this country 
and China ?—I think it must be admitted that if the trade were free, there 
would be a regular exchange between this country and China, as there is 
between this country and India. The parties who engaged in that free 
trade would not be under any obligation to make it a channel of remittance 
from India, which the Company are compelled to do. If free tx aders to China 
were able, through the demand in India for remittance to Europe, to buy 
their teas with funds obtained more cheaply than the Company now obtain 
them, all such advantage would be derived at the expense of India, because, 
unless the connection of this country with India were dissolved, India would 
still have to transfer that large amount of capital, estimated at £4,000,000 
sterling per annum, (three-fourths, of which is now brought by the Company 
at a favourable exchange,) which must be transferred in some way through 
trade, although it is wholly distinct from commercial returns. It appears to 
me that this circumstance presents a formidable obstacle to the growth of a 
profitable export trade from this country either to India or to China, and 
explains the difficulty (which I see stated in the evidence given to this Com¬ 
mittee) of effecting returns for the exports of manufactured goods to Ipdia. 

4339 . You have stated before, that the average amount of remittance from 
India, charged to be paid in England for stores, half-pay, and so on, amounts 
to £3,000,000 ; how do you reconcile that with your statement now, that a 
remittance of £4,000,000 would be necessary?—£3,000,000 is the govern¬ 
ment remittance; in addition to that there is an accumulation of private 
fortunes, and there are the allowances for families in England of persons 
resident in India, which I estimate at £1,000,000. 

4340. On what data do you give that opinion, as to those items amount¬ 
ing on an average to £1,000,000 sterling ?—-I have no other data than the 
opinions recorded upon the proceedings of the Court of Directors, by per¬ 
sons who are supposed to be most conversant with Indian subjects. 

4341. Are 




SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 581 


• 4*341. Are there any recorded opinions at different times on that subject 
in the proceedings sent from India ?—I do not remember to have seen any 
such calculations recorded upon the Indian proceedings. There are some, 
I think, upon the proceedings of the Court of Directors. 

4342. Do you think the rate of exchange in China is or is not a criterion 
to be depended upon in computing the prime cost of the teas ?—It seems to 
me, that to value the tale upon any such principle, would be to assume, first, 
that the Company might draw bills, which if they had drawn, would have 
defeated the operation of the law in respect of the charges of India; and 
secondly, that if they had done so, they could have obtained £2,000,000 as 
cheaply as £200,000. 

4343. You give that opinion as applied to the existing state of things ?— 
Yes. 

4344. Do you conceive that the Legislature, in speaking of prime cost, 
could not have intended such a mode of computation ?—I have great reluct¬ 
ance in presuming to give an opinion upon that point. Independently of 
my statement, that the clause in the Commutation Act was prepared by the 
Court of Directors, who, a short time previously to preparing it, had them¬ 
selves expressed a view of what constituted prime cost, accordant with the 
principle now adopted, and which was before Parliament when the Act was 
passed, it strikes me that the Legislature, in speaking of prime cost, must 
have meant a computation founded upon fact, which the rate of exchange 
would not in this case show. Besides, if' the Committee will be pleased to 
refer to the Acts of the 13 Geo. III. c. 64, 19 Geo. III. c. 6l, 20 Geo. Ill, 
c. 56, 21 Geo. III. c. 65, they will find that about the time when the 
Commutation Act was in progress, Parliament was in the habit of controlling 
and in some cases absolutely prohibiting the Company from accepting bills 
of exchange. I would also venture to suggest one other point deserving of 
some attention: if Parliament intended that the calculation of prime cost 
should invariably be governed by the rate of exchange, they would not have 
authorized interest from the time of the arrival of the tea in England; 
because bills being drawn at six months' sight, there would have been in 
that case a double allowance of interest for the period the bill had to run 
after the arrival of the tea. 

4345. You have stated your opinion that it would be impossible to draw 
two millions’ worth of bills from Canton upon England for consecutive 
years ; does not. the amount of bills, which it is possible to draw from one 
country to another, depend upon the extent of the commercial transactions 
between those countries ?—Undoubtedly. 

4346. Then supposing there to be an extension of commerce between 
England and China, woukl it be impossible that a larger amount of bills 
could be drawn from Canton upon England than is now drawn ?—The 
opinion which I have expressed has reference to the present period and to 
present circumstances. I am not prepared to. say that the trade could be 
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profitably increased ; but of course if it could, 
would be increased. 


the means of remittance 


434-7. Then the difficulty of drawing an additional sum by bills from 
Canton upon England arises partly out of the present state of the law as 
affecting the commerce between the two countries ?—From the present state 
of the law, rendering it obligatory upon the Company to apply the proceeds 
of their teas to the Indian charges. 

4348. In answer to a former question, you stated, that in calculating the 
prime cost of the tea, you included freight, insurance, and interest on the 
outward investment; do you also include any mercantile profit on that 
investment ?—I thought I had explained to the Committee, that we took on 
the one side what we expended in sterling, and on the other side what that 
expenditure produced to us, and that gives the value of the tale. Of course, 
if there is a difference forming profit or forming loss, it would come into the 
computation of the advantage or disadvantage of the several modes of re¬ 
mittance to China. 

4349. In taking that expenditure you charge the amount of interest and 
the amount of freight; do you also credit that account with a certain rate 
of profit which you think you should make upon the sale?-—No, we take 
the actual result of the transaction. 

4350. So that in that case, supposing there is a loss, that loss is charged 
upon the price of the teas ?— It affects the value of the tale. 

4351. * Are you aware that there is every year a very large export of 
silver, foreign and native, from China to India, and that this money may be 
had by the Company for bills on England or India to any extent?—I am 
aware that there is a considerable export of bullion to India; but I am not 
aware that money may be had for bills on England or India to any extent. 

4352. You mean to say that you have no means of ascertaining whether 
money may be had by the Company for bills on India or England to any 
extent ?—So far as my recollection serves me, I think that when there has 
been a large amount of bullion sent from Canton to India, the supercargoes 
have occasionally felt great difficulty in negotiating bills upon the Court for 
a considerable sum. 

4353. But not bills upon India?—-I am not aware that they have felt 
much difficulty in negotiating bills upon India. 

4354. In what way has that difficulty arisen; has it arisen in their not 
obtaining bills at the exchange they have opened the treasury at, or have 
they advertised for tenders of bills and not obtained them ?—Having opened 
the treasury at a fixed rate of exchange, they have, so far as I can remember, 
been compelled to raise the rate, and after all not succeeded in obtaining so 
much as they wished. 

4355. Did not that arise from their raising the exchange after perhaps 
the bullion had been sent away ?—-It probably arose in a great measure from 
the depressed state of the money market in India, and of the opium trade 
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at Canton. There can be little doubt they might have increased the supply 
if they had offered extravagant rates. 

4356. Can you state at what period that took place, and what was the 
rate of exchange originally offered, and the rate of exchange to which the 
Company’s factory advanced their bid afterwards, and for what sum it was? 
—-I am not prepared at present with these particulars; but I will obtain 
them for the information of the Committee. 

4357. Are you aware that the Americans have ever met with any difficulty 
in using their credits on England ?—I never heard till lately that they had 
adopted that method. 

4358. Since they have done so have you heard of any difficulty ?—I have 
seen nothing upon that subject but what is recorded in the evidence given 
to this Committee. 

4359. It has been stated in evidence to this Committee, that the public 
could be supplied with the same quantity of teas as are sold at the Company’s 
sales for the sum of £1,500,000 less than the Company receive; do you 
agree to that, or can you give any reasons for differing from that calculation ? 
-—I trust that in answering that question I may be allowed to premise, that as 
the calculations upon that subject which have been submitted to this Com¬ 
mittee have reference to a trade in tea altogether different from that which 
the law has prescribed for the conduct of the East-India Company, the result 
of those calculations must be totally fallacious when viewed as a test of the 
past management of a public trust; and if the result of the calculations in 
question be intended as a hypothetical view of the future, it strikes me that 
it can be of little value, unless it be determined by Parliament that the 
system under which the Company now administer their combined trust may 
be dispensed with. Independent, however, of these considerations, it 
appears to me, upon an examination of the calculations, that one fallacy 
attends most of them. Mr. Bates,* Mr. Thornley,j* and Mr. Rickards t (in 
his second statement), take the valuation of the tale according to the rate of 
exchange at the period of unusual depression ; making the tale, according 
to Mr. Bates (page 502, quest. 3955a), 5s. 5%%d .; according to Mr. Thorn- 
ley (page 404, quest. 3413a), 5s. 6|d. ; and according to Mr. Rickards 
(page 412, quest. 3454a), 5s. 6§d. These rates are all lower than any at 
which the Company have been drawn upon, and they are also lower than 
any which I have seen quoted. I hold in my hand the Canton price-current 
of April 1829, (and which is the latest period to which a rate could be applied 
to the transactions to which these calculations refer), which quotes the 
exchange upon London from 4s. to 4s. 2 d. the dollar j whilst these gentlemen 
compute the tale by a supposed late rate of exchange, they compute the 
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Company’s charge for tea at the prices realized in periods during most of 
which the exchange value of the tale was infinitely higher. I think the 
Committee will see that, in order to make a fair comparison, the valuation of 
the tale* and the price of the tea, should have reference to the same periods. 
Besides this general objection to all these computations,, I find that with 
respect to that submitted by Mr. Bates, he is mistaken arithmetically. Mr., 
Bates (page 505, quest. 3989a), selects contract Congo tea, estimates its price 
in China at 29 tales per pecul, and states its cost in sterling at 13|<A a lb. 
Now, after making the deduction which Mr. Bates allows and states that he 
has himself made for wastage, and reckoning the tale at the lowest rate of 
exchange which has been assumed, viz. 5s. 5^d. the cost in sterling, instead 
of being lSjeh is 14|</.» to which adding 3d. per lb. for freight, 7i P er cent, 
for charges, and 10 per cent, for profit, those being the rates stated by Mr, 
Bates, the price per pound is 20*0 3d. instead of 18-86rf. The whole quan¬ 
tity of tea sold by the Company in 1829-30, was 27,455,063 lbs. weight. 
If that quantity of contract Congo, the tea selected by Mr. Bates, were 
sold at the price assumed by Mr. Bates, as now corrected, it would 

produce .......... £2,291,353 

And at the average price realized for such teas at the Com¬ 
pany’s sales in i829*30.... . 3,238,781 

The difference being ......... 947,428 

Which is, even upon Mr. Bates’s data, one-third less than the amount which 
he has stated is overpaid by the public under the present system. Of this 
sum of £947,428, £350,280 results from the biddings at the Company’s sales 
beyond the price at which the Company offered to sell the tea; so that the 
real excess of the Company’s charge beyond that assumed by Mr. Bates is 
reduced to £597*148, whereof one-third is ascribable to the difference in 
exchange, and most of the remainder to the items of freight and interest, 
the Company’s charges of which are necessarily in excess of those which a 
private merchant would incur, owing to the laws which regulate their 
shipping, and make it obligatory upon them to have a large stock of tea on 
hand. Perhaps it is unnecessary for me to trouble the Committee with any 
similar details respecting the calculations upon this subject by Mr. Thomley 
and Mr. Rickards, many of the objections just stated being equally applicable 
to them. Mr. Tbornley states the excess of charge to the public for tea 
to be £ 1 , 727 , 934 . This is in 1828-9. Applying the same principles to 
1829*30, the excess in that year, according to Mr. Thoraley’s data, is 
£1,680,478 ; but Mr. Thorn ley assumes the average sale price realized by 
the Company upon all descriptions of tea at 2s. 8 06<A per pound, whereas 
in 1829-30 it was only 2s. 2'55d. The difference between these two sums on 
27,455,063 lbs., the quantity sold, is £630,322. So that Mr. Thornley’s excess 
of charge is brought down one-third below bis estimate. It will be further 
observed that Mr. Thomley has made no allowance whatever for interest on 
the capital employed, or for wastage. Mr. Rickards computes the prime 
cost for the tea in the coin of China very far below what is taken either by 
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Mr. Bates or Mr. Thornley, and so far below what is actually paid by the 
Company, that I cannot imagine that the Company could have obtained 
teas at the prices computed by Mr, Rickards (page 413, quest. 3454a) without 
a deterioration in quality. Mr. Rickards attempts to show the cost to the 
public under the present system to be much greater than that implied in the 
computations of either of the other gentlemen ; but this arises from Mr. 
Rickards having included what he conceives to be excess of tea duty paid to 
the State. 

4360. In examining Mr. Rickards’s statement, have you found that he 
has fallen into the same error as Mr. Thornley, and computed the reduction 
of 6d. in the pound in his estimate ?—Mr. Rickards has taken the average 
for a number of years; but he falls into the same error as Mr. Bates and 
Mr. Thornley, of taking the rate of exchange in one year, and the prices in 
another. 

4361. Have you seen a price-current of Canton of June 1829, in which 
the exchange is stated at 35. lid. ? —I have seen only the price-current of 
April 1829, in which it is stated at from 45. to 45. 2d. 

4362. You have stated that an error runs through the calculation of 
those gentlemen, inasmuch as they have taken the lowest rate of exchange, 
applying it to the price for the whole period. Are you not aware that Mr. 
Bates’s calculation is only founded upon one year, during which he states 
that the average rate of exchange was that which he took ?-—So far as 
respects the exchange, but not as respects the prices realized by the Com¬ 
pany for the tea. 

4363. Are you aware that Mr. Bates states in his evidence, when he takes 
the last sale price at 2 s. 7 d., “ that is the price obtained at the last sale of 
the East-India Company ?”—Yes, but that is not the fact; the average price 
was 25 . 4d. 312 decimals, instead of 25. Id. as taken by Mr. Bates. 

4364. Will you be good enough to give in a statement of your calculation, 
by which you make the price of tea in 1829 come out to 14|d. instead of 
13£d. ?—My calculation is simply this: a pecul of tea, 133£ lbs., losing two 
and a half per cent, by wastage, purchased for 29 tales, each tale being 
worth 5s. 5^-fd., costs 14 \d. per lb. 

4365. You have said that the average sale price received last year was 
25 . 4 d., and in correcting Mr. Thornley’s computation you state it at 
25. 2d. ?—Mr. Bates’s evidence applies to Congo tea, Mr. Thornley’s applies 
to all descriptions of tea; that accounts for the difference between those two 
prices. 

4366. From Mr. Bates’s calculations you have deducted a sum of about 
£350,000, as excess obtained by the Company in the sale of tea in the price 
at which they put up their teas ; do not you consider that as a profit by the 
Company?—Undoubtedly it is profit; but my distinction is this, it is not 
what they demanded, it is the result of a fair competition in a market abun¬ 
dantly supplied. 

4367. Will 
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29 April 1830. 4367. Will you explain what you mean by a fair competition?—I mean 

- that any one may go and bid for the teas. 

C. Melvill, Esq. 4368. That is according to the supply which the Company put into the 
market ?—I will explain how the Company manage their supply. Previously 
to making the tea declaration every quarter, they look at the amount of the 
deliveries during the previous quarter; they look also at the quantities sold 
in the previous sales, and they always put up at the sale a larger quantity than 
the average amount of the deliveries at the previous sales of the year, in¬ 
creasing the quantities of those sorts of tea from which there appears to have 
been the greatest demand; that is also the principle which governs the Com¬ 
pany’s orders to China for tea. The Committee are also perhaps aware that, 
as a proof of the market being abundantly supplied, very large quantities 
have been rejected. 

4369. That is to say, left unsold at the upset price ? —Exactly. 

4370. Are the dollars that arrive here from China so inferior in quality 
that they are necessarily melted, and sold as silver, being unfit for use as 
dollars ?—I have heard that that is the case, but I have not had an oppor¬ 
tunity of ascertaining it officially. I am not aware, within my experience, 
pf the Company’s having brought dollars from China to England. 

4371. If that is the case, does not it follow that any person computing the 
dollar at Canton at 3s. lid. should take into his consideration the inferiority 
of the quality?—Undoubtedly; the value of the dollar in exchange must be 
affected by the quantity of silver contained in it. 

4872. Do you think that the Company might conduct the trade at a lower 
rate of freight than what appears to be the freight paid for the East-India 
Company’s ships?—The Company take up their ships under the provisions 
of an Act of the Legislature. I allude to the 39th Geo. III. c. 89, the pro¬ 
visions of which were re-enacted in 1818, in an Act carried through by the 
late Mr. Canning, when President of the India Board. The Act provides, 
that the Company in contracting for ships shall make it a condition of the 
contract that those ships shall be applicable to trade and to warfare. The 
Act also requires that the Company shall take up the ships for a certain 
number of voyages, and although that may be an arrangement which, gene¬ 
rally speaking, is at least as beneficial to the contractor as to the Company, 
yet when it happens, as it has done to the Company, that contracts have 
been entered into in periods of high prices, followed by periods of unusually 
low prices, it is quite clear that the Company’s shipping system must suffer 
in comparison with that of the private merchant; that is the case at present. 
The existing contracts for the ships now in the service were most of them 
entered into six and seven years ago. That the Company can engage ships, 
if they act solely as merchants, as cheaply as individuals, is evinced in the 
fact that, when under the authority which that Act gives them, they have 
taken up ships for only one voyage, they have got them quite as cheap as a 
merchant could. The difference in the rate of freight between the average 
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period, when the Company made the contracts for large ships now in the 
service and the present time, cannot be less than 18 or 20 per cent. 

4373. Do you mean to state that if it were not for the contract the East- 
India Company would freight to India as cheap as a private trader ?—If the 
Company were unfettered by law, and were not compelled to make their 
ships applicable to political services, I have no doubt that they would engage 
them upon as good terms as individuals. 

4374. When it has happened that there has been a great rise in price in¬ 
stead of a depression, did they make an allowance to the contractors ?—That 
was done by a special Act of Parliament; and I believe the late Mr. Canning, 
wlio carried that bill through, took occasion distinctly to guard against its 
being construed into any thing like a precedent. 

4375. In the early part of your evidence you alluded to the assistance 
rendered to the Indian territory by the China trade, are you aware that it 
has been given in evidence before this Committee, that after paying the in¬ 
terest on the bond-debt, and paying the dividend to the proprietor, that trade 
has been a loss to the Company instead of a profit?—I have had an oppor¬ 
tunity of examining the statements delivered in to this Committee by Mr. 
Rickards, with a view of showing that the profits of the tea trade have not 
been sufficient to meet the charge of the interest upon the Company s bond- 
debt, and the dividends to the proprietors ; and I am prepared now to prove 
to the Committee that Mr. Rickards’s statements involve errors and omissions, 
which, when corrected, leave a credit to the amount of £956,3(51 for the first^ 
of his statements, being that for 1820-21 ; of £1,127,696 for the second of 
his statements, being that for 1814-15 ; of £659,167 for the third of his 
statements, being that for 1827-8; and of £873,174 for the fourth of his 
statements, being that of an average of years since 1814-15. lhese errors 
are caused by an excessive charge for wastage, by including the India as 
well as the China freight, by including as charges several items already in¬ 
cluded in the invoice amount, by considering the interest on the Company’s 
own capital as an actual outgoing, and by considering all the sea insurance 
as an outgoing; whereas the Company being their own insurers, have them¬ 
selves, after charging insurance, the profit of that account. If the Com¬ 
mittee wish it, I am prepared with those four statements of Mr. Rickards, 
together with those statements as I have ventured to correct them, and will, 
if desired, deliver these statements in, one opposed to the other, as a part of 
my evidence. 

[The witness delivered in the same, which are as follow : ] 
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29 April 1830. 
J. C. Melvill; Esq. 


MR. RICKARDS’S FIRST STATEMENT. 

Profit and Loss,- China Trade. 

Paere 409 - 3435«. 


Cost of teas, as per No. 32 of 
Papers relative to the India 
and China Trade, 4th June 
1829 ; 28,545,960lbs. (year 

1820-21). 

Freight and demurrage for the 
year 1820-21, as per No. 31 

Charges in China and Eng¬ 
land, as per No. 6 of Ac¬ 
counts relating toTeaTrade, 
&c. of the East-India Com¬ 
pany, 14th May 1824 : 

Salaries, emoluments, £. 

&c. 1820-21. 95,653 

Expenses in China.... 54,735 
Do. in England..l73 : 


Interest on bonds, 1820-21. 

Dividends on stock.. 


£• 

Sale amount of tea sold in 
1821-2, as per No. 33 of 
Papers of 4th June 1829 ; 

409 001 lh«. ... 

£. 

3,566,642 

1,874,840 


796,540 



618,849 

162,938 

fMO OKI 

Deficiency after paying inter¬ 
est on bond-debts and divi¬ 
dends, both which are, by 
the Act 53 Geo. J.IL, s. 2 7 , 
chargeable on commercial 

518,776 



4,085,418 

£ 

4,085,418 
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MR. RICK ARDS’S FIRST STATEMENT, 

As Corrected ly Mr ♦ Melvill 


Cost of teas as per No. 32* vis. 
28,545,960 lbs.....*....." 

Freight and demurrage... 

i Charges ; Canton Sa¬ 
laries..£82,114 

Do. England.... 173,520 

i Interest.236,287 

i Insurance. 58,654 


| Interest on the bond debt . 

I Dividends,on stock .».. 


Surplus. 


£■ 

1,874,840 

536,740 

Sale of the quantity, per con¬ 
tra, viz 

27,975,041 lbs. (sale weight) 

£• 

3,914,049 

550,575 

162,938 

632,251 

To be re-credited as above 
explained: 

Amount of interest earned on 
the Company’s oVvn capi¬ 
tal.......£.236,287 

Amount saved by 
them in the mode 
of effecting their 
insurance •........ 44,593 


3,757,344 

437,585 

280,880 


4,194,929 

£ 

1 4,194,929 


' £ 

Surplus........... 437.585 

Instead of a deficiency of........ 518,77f> 

Difference......... 956,361 
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MR. RICHARDS’S SECOND STATEMENT (No. ].—29th March 1830.) 
Profit and Loss on the ChNa Trade. 

Page 474 - 3764a. 

Imports.........1814-15. 

Sales.......1815-16. 


<8L 


Cost of 26,195,144 lbs. of tea 
exported by the East-India 
Company from Canton to 
England in 1814-15, as per 
No. 32 of Papers relating 
to the Trade with India 
and China, 4th June 1829, 
26,195,144 lbs. 

Freight and demurrage, as per 
No. 31...... 

Charges in China and England, 
as before.. 

£ 

Profit. 

£ 

Interest on home bond-debt... 

Dividends on stock.. 

£ 


£. 

Sale amount of26,234,244 lbs. 

£. 


of tea in 1815-16, as per 
No. 33 of Papers relating to 
the Trade with India and 
China, 4th June 1829. 

4,102,668 

1,743,081 

1,680,682 

618,849 

4,042,612 I 
60,056 ; 

4,102,668 


/ 

235,967 

Profit brought down...... 

60,056 

629,902 

Deficiency .. 

805,813 

865,869 

£ 

865,869 
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29 April 1830. 
J. C. Melvill , Esq. 


MR. RICKARDS’S SECOND STATEMENT (No. 1.) 


As corrected by Mr. Melvill. 


Cost, as per No. 32, viz. 

26,195,144 lbs.......... 

Freight and demurrage, as per 
corrected statement upon 

that quantity... 

Charges: 

Canton Salaries...£• 82,114 

Do. England..173,520 

Interest .....236,287 

Insurance .. 58,654 


Profit. 


£. 

1,743,081 

814,094 


550,575 


3,107,750 

1,187,752 


4,295,502 


Interest on home bond-debt, 
as per No. 21 of Papers, Fe¬ 
bruary 1830, year 1815-16... 
Dividends...ditto... 


Surplus. 


235,967 

629,902 


865,869 

321,883 


Sale of the quantity, per con¬ 
tra, viz. 25,671,241 lbs. (sale 
weight)... 


£. 

4,014,622 


1,187,752 


To be re-credited, as be¬ 
fore explained: 

Amount of interest earned on 
the Company’s own ca¬ 
pital .£.236,287 

Amount saved by 
them in the mode 
of effecting their 
insurance. 44,593 


£ 


Profit brought down...£ 


280,880 


4,295,502 


1,187,752 


Surplus. 


.£321,883 


Instead of a deficiency of ...............805,813 


Difference ..,.,,.....£ 1,127,696 
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29 April 1830. 
J. C. Melvill, Esq. 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRSi. 

MR. RICKARDS’S THIRD STATEMENT (No. 2.) 
Profit and Loss, China Trade, 

Page 475 - 3764a. 

Imports.......1827-28. 

Sales......1828-29. 


Cost in 1827*8 of 31,593,176 
lbs. exported from Canton, 
as per No. 32 of Papers re¬ 
lating to theTrade with India 

£. 

Sale amouut of 30,269,508 lbs. 
of tea in 1828-9, as per No. 
41 of Papers relating to the 
Trade of India and China, 

£. 

and China, 4th June 1829... 

1,981,419 

February 1830, being a 
quantity (with the allow¬ 


Freight and demurrage, as per 


ance of 5 percent, for wast¬ 


No. 31 of ditto.... 

Charges in ChinaaridEngland, 

783,759 

age) equal to that purchased 
in 1827-8 . 

3,527,057 

as before ... 

Profit.... 

£ 

618,849 

3,384,027 

143,030 

3,527,057 



Interest on home bond-debt 


Profit brought down............ 

143,030 

for 1828-9, as per No. 21 
of Papers, February 1830... 

Dividends on stock, per ditto 

158,124 

629,071 

Deficiency *.. 

644,165 

£ 

787,195 

£ 

787,195 
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29 April 1880. 
,J, C. Mebrill , Esq 


MR. RICHARDS’S THIRD STATEMENT (No. 2.) 
As corrected by Mr. MeVoill. 


Profit. 


Cost in 1827-8 of 31,593,176 

lbs. of tea, exported from 
Canton, as per No. 32 of 
Papers relating to the Trade 
with India and China, 4th 
June 1829....... 

Freight and demurrage, as per 
corrected statement upon 
that quantity. 

Charges in China and England, 
as corrected, viz. 

Canton salaries.£• 82,114 

England ditto ...173,520 

Interest.236,287 

Insurance .. 58,654 


Sale of the quantity, per con¬ 
tra, viz. 

Sale weight, 30,961,313 lbs. 

To be credited, as before ex¬ 
plained : 

Amount of interest earned on 
the Company’s own capi¬ 
tal...£.236,287 

Amount saved by 
them in the mode 
of effecting their 
insurance......*.. 44,593 


£. 

3,604,177 


280,880 


3,885,057 


Profit brought down .......802,197 

Interest on home bond debt £• 158,121 

Dividends on stock. 629,071 

-787,195 


Surplus.. 15,002 

Instead of a deficiency of... 644,165 


Difference 


,£ 659,167 
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29 April 1830. 
J, C, ftle/til!. Esq. 


MR. RICKARDS’S FOURTH STATEMENT, 

(No.3 in the Evidence of 29th March 1830,) 

To show the apparent result of the Company’s Tea Trade, calculated on an average 
of the fourteen years contained in the Tables No. 31, 32, and 33, of “ Papers relat¬ 
ing to the Trade with India and China,” 4th June 1829, or from 1814-15 to 1827-8 
inclusive ; and taking the charges in China and England at the same amount as in 
1820-21. 

Page 476, No. 3. 


Cost of 28,129,230 lbs. of tea, 
being the average of 
quantities exported from 
Canton to England for four¬ 
teen years, as per No. 3 
the Papers referred to . 
Average of the commercial 
freight and demurrage for 
the same period, as per No 

31 of the same Papers. 

Charges in China and in Eng¬ 
land, as before .......... 


Profit. 

£ 

Interest on the home bond- 
debt, average of fifteen years, 
as per No. 21 of “ Papers 
relating to the Finances of 

India,” February 1830 . 

Dividends on stock, average of 
ditto, as per ditto .. 


£ ■ 

Sale amount of 25j870,7641bs. 

£. 


of tea, being the average of 
fourteen years'sales, as per 
Table, No.33of the Papers, 
i &c. above referred to ...... 

3,583,484 

1,819,788 

867,654 


618,849 

j 


3,306,291 



277,193 



3,583,484 

4 ‘ i ■' ‘i i. ■' ' " I '■ 

i " i; ; v.' 


177,352 



630,572 

Profit brought down.£ 

277,193 

Deficiency. 

530,731 

807,924 

£ 

807,924 
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29 April 1830. 
J. C. Melvill, Esq 


MR. RICHARDS’S FOURTH STATEMENT, 

As corrected by Mr. Melvill. 


Cost of 28,129,230 lbs. ef tea, 
exported from Canton to 
England per annum, upon 
an average of fourteen years, 
1814-15 to 1827-8, as per 
Papers No. 32. 

Freight and demurrage, as per 
corrected statement, upon 
that quantity . 

Charges: 

Salaries, Canton. ..£• 82,114 
Ditto, England......173,520 

Interest .236,287 

Insurance . 58,654 


Sale of the quantity per con¬ 
tra, viz. 

27,566,646 lbs. sale weight.. 

To be re-credited, as before 
explained: 

Amount of interest earned on 
the Company’s own capi¬ 
tal... £• 236,287 

Amount saved by 
them in the mode 
of effecting their 
insurance .44,593 


Profit. 


f- 

3,818,389 


280,880 


£ 4,099,269 


Profit brought down ..""•"'"'f' ,50 ’ 36 ' 

Interest on the home bond debt .... ..±. 1 //, 00 - 
Dividends on stock... 630,5/- 307994 

Surplus. ?oiv 7 Q? 

Instead of a deficiency of.. 530,731 

Difference of..£873,174 


4 G 


4376. In 
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29 April 1830. 4376. In those computations have you included interest on the bond 

-—7 debt ?—Yes ; but I would avail myself of this opportunity to state, that it 

</. c. MdvtU, Lsq. seems to b e quite a mistake on the part of Mr. Rickards, to suppose that 
the interest upon the bonds is by law chargeable upon the Company’s com¬ 
mercial profits. It is by law, together with their ordinary outgoings, 
chargeable upon the Company’s home funds; but the question of whether 
it is chargeable upon the commerce or upon the territory of the Company 
has never yet been definitively settled. So far back as the year 1783, the 
Company, in a petition to the House of Commons, stated as follows :—“ The 
bond debt which your petitioners now owe, in a great measure arose from 
their military expenses in India, or has been necessarily continued on that 
account; independently of these expenses, your petitioner’s ordinary mer¬ 
cantile profits would have enabled them to have extinguished the whole of 
their bond debt long before their territories were acquired.” I believe the 
Company consider that this reasoning has gained force from subsequent 
events; and if the Committee will refer to the 51 Geo. III. c. 64, they will 
see that Parliament has given some recognition of a political character to 
this debt. 

4377* You have stated in your evidence, that in the official documents 
as to the quantities of teas sold in the year 1828-9 there is a great discre¬ 
pancy ; can you explain those variations that appear to exist ?—Those 
discrepancies entirely arise from the accounts which were called for differing 
in their titles and in the periods to which they refer. The first of the ac¬ 
counts, No. 33, to which Mr. Rickards refers (page 473) relates to the 
Company’s tea only, and the period in that account is from March to March, 
which was the official year before 1814-15. The second account, No. 38, 
includes, as its title imports, the teas of the commanders and officers of the 
Company’s ships. The third account, No. 41, embraces the period from 
May to May, which is the present official year. 

4378. You have stated that these accounts were called for; by whom 
were they called for ?—By the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India, and subsequently laid before Parliament by the King’s command. 

4379. Then you mean to state, that if the words of the order had been 
given the same for each of the accounts called for, those variations would 
not have happened ?—There could have been no discrepancy. 

4380. What are the titles of the Acts which you consider oblige the Com¬ 
pany to prepare the ships for trade and war ?—The 39th Geo. III. c. 89, 
and the 58th of Geo. III. c. 83. 

4381. By what authority are the ships going to North America exempted 
from that ?—There is a special clause which authorizes ships to be taken up 
either for an unforeseen exigency, or for one voyage only, by private con¬ 
tract. 

4382. Then it is under that provision that the tea trade to North America 
is carried on ?—I apprehend it is. 

4383. In 
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4383. In speaking of the facility which the Company have of freighting 29 April 1830. 
ships as low as private individuals, does not the amount of freight which the — 
Company pay depend upon the equipments, the amount of stores, and number '>• 1 Memu ’ ^'7 
of men which they in their tenders require the owners to produce?—No 

doubt it does; but the equipment must necessarily be governed by that 
condition in the law which requires that when ships are built for the service 
they shall be applicable to warfare. 

4384. Is there any thing in the Act which requires the Company to con¬ 
tinue a war equipment during peace the same as during war ? I he Com¬ 
pany do not retain a war equipment in peace. I apprehend that the con¬ 
dition of taking up the ships for war renders the price higher at the period 
when they are engaged; that, a ship applicable to war would be tendered at 
a higher price than a ship that is not so applicable. 

4385. When ships are taken up for one voyage, is not it left at the discre¬ 
tion of the Court of Directors ?—Undoubtedly. 

4386. Is there any reason why ships taken up for one voyage by the 
Company should not be as cheap as those that private individuals can take 
up?—I apprehend not, unless it should happen, as it frequently does, that a 
ship for one voyage is taken up for the purpose of conveying troops as well 
as of bringing home goods from India, and that double service 1 cinders ne- 
cessary those conditions which involve a higher rate of freight. 

4387. For a direct voyage to China, you are not aware of any conditions 
that require it ?—No. 

4388. Are you not aware that ships in time of peace are not equipped as 
they were in time of war ? — Certainly not; but the ships have constantly 
in peace a political service to perform in the conveyance of troops and 
stores. 

4389. Do the Company ever send out troops in ships hired for one voyage, 
and not in the regular service ?—Yes, they do occasionally. 

4390 . Are you able to state what is the additional freight paid by the 
Company for such ships that carry troops ?—I am not able to state what it is. 

4391 . Are you aware whether the troops are carried with equal conve¬ 
nience and safety in the ships hired for one voyage as in the larger ships ?— 

I should say not; and the reason why I say so is, that when the Company 
in some former periods have made use of a small ship instead of a large one 
for the conveyance of troops, complaints upon that ground have been made 
to the Court from the Horse Guards. The general impression upon my 
mind is, that the accommodation of the Company’s larger ships has been pre¬ 
ferred and desired. 

4392 . You are aware that there is in the Company’s warehouses and in 
transit always two years’ consumption of tea; do you conceive that to bo 
required by the Act of Parliament in which this clause is to be found . That 
the said ited Company shall from tim^to time send orders for the purchase 
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of such quantities of tea, and provide sufficient ships to import the same, as 
being added to the stock in their warehouses, and to the quantities ordered 
and not arrived, shall amount to a sufficient supply for the keeping a stock 
at least equal to one year’s consumption, according to the sales of the last 
preceding year, always beforehandin your opinion, does the construction 
of that Act of Parliament require two years* stock of tea to be kept always 
on hand ?—The Company have construed that law to mean that it requires 
that they should have always one year’s consumption in stock in London. 
They must, of course, have more than that in a part of the year, because the 
ships arrive at a particular period ; so that when the ships have discharged, 
the stock must amount to more than one year’s consumption, or it would be 
materially less at the end of the year. 


Lunce y 3 ° die Maij 1830 . 

THOMAS GORE LLOYD, Esq. again called in, and examined. 

4393. Your signature appears to a paper given in to the Committee, being 
an account of profit and loss upon the trade of the East-India Company be¬ 
tween Europe and China for the last ten years j what is included in what 
you term the prime cost, calculated at 6s. 8 d. the tale ?—That prime cost is 
the invoice amount of those teas. 

4394. What is included in the invoice amount of those teas in the charges 
of China ?—There are what they call the proportional charges; they amount 
to about three per cent. 

4395. Is the prime cost stated in that account the same as the cost in 
China, as stated in the amended estimate (No. 2.) ?—It is not. 

4396. What is the difference ?—The difference is, that the prime cost in 
the amended statement of the computation of the upset price of tea contains 
a calculation for the rupees of the supplies furnished to China from India at 
5s. 2d. per ounce according to the mint price of silver, making the rupee 
about 2s. oy. 

4397* Does that make the prime cost, as stated in your paper, more or 
less ?—The prime cost is less in the computation of the upset price of tea, 
because the prime cost in the account of profit and loss calculates the rupee 
at what are termed the Board’s rates, that is, at 2 s. 3-84 d. 

4398. Is there any other difference in the calculation ?—There is another 
difference, not in the prime cost but in the charges ; the prime cost in the 
amended paper includes interest and insurance upon the outward consign¬ 
ments. In the paper of profit and loss, that interest and insurance is not 
included, inasmuch as I hold interest of money to be a profit, and we charge 
the actual loss to the Company in the profit and loss account, and not a rate 
of insurance. 


4399. In 
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4399. In this paper which is given in of profit and loss, no charge such as 
is made in your statement for the interest from the arrival of the teas in 
England to the estimated realization of the same amount, eighteen months, 
and no insurance at three per cent, upon the teas home-charged in your 
statement, are included ; do you not consider that that should go into the 
account in order to exhibit the amount of profit and loss ?—I do not; upon 
this principle, that interest itself is held to be a profit, and the actual losses 
are included in that account, instead of a rate of insurance. 

4400 How is it possible that this can give a correct estimate of the net 
profit, when a sum so large as from £250,000 to £260,000, which is the rate 
of interest charged in other accounts upon the investment in teas, and a 
sum as large as £50,000 to £ 60 , 000 , charged for insurance, are entirely 

omitted ?_Because the Company trade upon their own capital, and whatever 

interest they malce upon that capital is a profit; if they were to charge it in 
the first instance, they would have to recredit it. 

4401. Then you consider that interest is not a proper charge at all to go 
into the cost of the tea?—It clearly forms an item in the cost of the tea 
when put up under the Commutation Act, but not in the profit and loss 
accounts, for the reasons I have given. . . , 

4402 Are you acquainted with a document which was given in to the 
House of Commons in 1824, in which the charges upon the tea were stated 
under different heads, say the heads of salaries, emoluments, and expences, 
in any of the expences in England, and the interest and the insurance ?— 

4403. If those were not charges proper to be taken into the calculation, 
why were they put in at that time ?—Because the charges included in that 
paper were those which it was presumed the Company had a right to charge 
under the Commutation Act. 

4404. Is it to be understood that those charges, made agreeably to what 
the Commutation Act sanctioned, were not actually expences incuried ?— 
The interest being that upon the Company’s own capital, was not an actual 
outgoing, and the Company being their own insurers had the profit as under- 

writers. 

4405. Do you not consider that the Company is exposed to those charges 
as any other commercial dealer would be ?—-I conceive that the Company 
traded upon their own capital, and that whatever interest they made upon 
that capital they had a right to put among their profits.. 

4406. Do you know that it is the custom of merchants, in casting up their 
profit and loss at the end of the year, to charge it with interest? Yts, lift 
the interest of that capital would go to pay their own dividends. 

4407. The question is not on the dividends, but on the profits, and the 
account moved for was one of net profit; how can it be an account of net 
profit when interest is not deducted?—I conceive, notwithstanding, that 
the interest o n capital is part of their profit, as they charge themselves with 

interest 
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interest of all money ; all interest of money on their own capital I consider 

aS 44 , 08 . Supposing the Company were to withdraw their capital from the 
trade in which they were engaged, and to employ it in some other way, they 
would be receiving the fair rate of interest on that capital so employed r 1 
apprehend they would. 

4409. If then the amount of interest which the Company do not charge, 
but which they would make by the employment of their capital m any other 
way, and the amount of insurance, which is a risk incurred by them which 
they might also make by underwriting other risks, were deducted from the 
sum of the net profit to the Company, would it not reduce that profit most 
materially, to the sum of about £300,000 or £250,000, instead of £763,000? 
—I apprehend there is a difference between profit as interest tor the use o 
money and mercantile profit after charging the account with interest, and 
the Company are their own underwriters, and they have a profit of insurance. 

4410. Supposing the Company were to render an account of profits, as 
any other merchant would do, charging the accounts with interest lor the 
capital employed, and charging the account with premium of insurance 
which would be paid if they were not their own underwriters, would you not 
reduce that by so much as those two sums would amount to,.which on these 
accounts is about £350,000; would not that reduce the account of net 
profit they have given in here so much?—If they were to charge their 
capital with interest, and if they were to charge insurance, certainly it 
would reduce it; but, on the other hand, they would receive interest for the 
use of their own capital, and their profit as underwriters. 

4411. So that the net profit as given in in this account is not the net 
profit; it is the profit they make of interest upon the capital employed, and 
the premium of insurance which they make, being their own underwriters ? 
—The net profit includes those items. 

4412. So that, in fact, to any mercantile house this account of net profit 
o-iven in by the Company is a fallacious one?—I am not prepared to say 
that; the most cursory examination of the account will show the column 
containing actual losses, instead of a rate for insurance. 

4413. You state that, this account.is not charged with insurance, because 
in making it up it is only debited for the loss that may have accrued to stand 
against the premium with which the Company, in another account, uent 
themselves; there appears no column here for any loss, there has been no 
loss probably ?—There is a column, I believe, for losses ; “ losses at sea on 
consignments between Europe and China.” 

4414. Where is the balance of that sum then carried ?—The Company 
debit themselves only with their actual losses. 

4415. In this same account there appears a column of charges on mer¬ 
chandize calculated at five per cent, on the sale amount of the goot s ; on 
what data do you take that five per cent.?—That five per cent, has been^a 
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rate that we have used for years, ever since I can remember ; and by calcu¬ 
lations at various times it was found to be as nearly accurate as may be. 

4416. You have made out a statement in your own corrected examination 
upon the same data, in which you charge the expences, landing, housing, 
warehouse-room, carting, preparing for sale, and all charges of merchandize, 
on the same data ?—They are made out on a more accurate one. 

4417. Are you not aware, that instead of giving five per cent, upon the 
cost of the tea, the return makes it nine and a half and ten per cent. ?—I 
have never made a calculation. 

4418. Jf it does, it must be clear that the calculation of five per cent., as 
given in in the first account, is perfectly incorrect ?—I believe not, inasmuch 
as that charge of merchandize is not upon the sale price; the charge of five 
per cent, is upon the sale price, the other is upon the cost price. 

4419. The charge upon the sale price is five per cent, without the duty ? 
—It is. 

4420. That is not on the upset price ?—No. 

4421. Do you not keep a separate account of your insurance, deducting 
the risk from the premium you set aside ?—We do keep an account oi that 
fact in our ledger, for the purpose of ascertaining the balance oi that 
insurance account, but have never carried it forward as a separate article ot 
profit and loss. 

4422. Are you able to ascertain by that the per-centage at which the risk 
was taken?—By that account we should show how much we have gained by 
underwriting. 

4423. Have you on the same principle the same account of charges, so as 
to show what is the profit you gain by setting aside five per cent, in the 
manner you have done ?—I do not apprehend we gain any thing by that; 
we can make up such an account. 

4424. You were understood to say you had a more accurate mode ?—Yes, 
as it respects the up-set prices. 

4425. Can you furnish the Committee with what it was the object ot the 
person who moved for it to get, a mercantile account, in the way in which 
merchants consider such an account, of the profit and loss ol the East-India 
Company’s tea trade with China for one year, taking into account interest 
upon the capital employed as calculated in forming your up-set price, taking 
insurance as calculated in forming your up-set price, and placing the positive 
charges paid for warehousing, housing, carting, and other expences ?—If 
the Committe will be pleased to direct such an account, I have no doubt we 
shall be able to furnish it. 

4426. In the annual commercial account there is an item stating the 
charges general; can you furnish the Committee with the particular items 
which compose that sum, which amounts to £450,000 ?—Yes, we can for any 
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Captain JOHN MACKIE, called in, and examined. 

4427. You have resided in India several years ?—1 have for ten years. 

4428. From what period ?—From 1820 till the latter end of 1829. 

4429. Did you command a ship in the China trade ?—I commanded a 
Spanish vessel on the coast of China. 

4480. What was this vessel engaged in ?—In the opium trade. 

4431. She was sailing under Spanish colours?—She was. 

4482. What ports of China have you visited ?—I visited the port of Amoy, 
and all the ports between that and Canton. 

4433. Were you entirely engaged in the opium trade ?—Entirely; I carried 
also a little saltpetre. 

4434. What was the name of the ship ?—The St. Sebastian. 

4435. Whom was she owned by ?—Spaniards. 

4436. Did any part of the cargo belong to British merchants ?—Entirely 
British. 

4437. Can you state any other ports in China that you touched at besides 
Amoy ?—Not any other principal ports; I touched at all the ports between 
Amoy and Canton. 

4438. You lie off some ports, do not you ?—I lay off the port called the 
Cape of Good Hope, and the island of Namo. 

4489. At what distance is the Cape of Good Hope from Canton ?—About 
three hundred miles to the north-east. 

4440. Did you find good shelter for your ship ?—Excellent; all those 
harbours are as safe as the port of Canton itself. 

4441. Was the trade you carried on authorized by the laws of China?—I 
understood it was not authorised, but it was done quite openly. 

4442. In the same way that the opium trade is carried on at Canton ?— 
The very same. 

4443. Have you ever experienced any difficulty in carrying on the trade, 
although not formally sanctioned by the Chinese laws ?—Never the least. 

4444. Who were the parties with whom your trade was carried on ?—The 
Chinese merchants. 

4445. Resident at any particular points ?—Some of them from the city of 
Amoy, some from Ta-ho and Namo, and some from inland towns. 

4446. Are any of those places in the province of Fokien ?—Amoy is in the 

province 
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province of Fokien ?—I am not aware whether the island of Namo is in the 
provice of Fokien or not. 

4447 . Have you got better prices for those articles than could be got at 
Canton ?—Yes. 

4448. What was the difference of the price ?—About 100 dollars upon a 
chest of opium, or 1#5, and sometimes 150, and sometimes highei. 

4449 . What advance was there upon the price of saltpetre ?—About three 
dollars a pecul. 

4450. What might be the total value of saltpetre and opium that you dispo¬ 
sed of upon any one voyage ?—In my second voyage I brought back treasure 
to Lintin to the amount of 132,000 Spanish dollars, partly in dollars, and 
partly in Sycee silver. 

4451. What did you bring back the first voyage?—About 80,000 dollars; 
in dollars and Sycee silver. 

4452. How long did this second voyage last from your leaving to your 
returning to Lintin ?—Eight weeks. 

4453. Where did you dispose of this cargo?—At the Cape of Good Hope. 

4454 . Was there safe anchorage there ?—Quite safe. 

4455 . Is that near any town ?—Yes, it is within fifteen miles of a very 
large city, the city of Tyho. 

4456 . From the time of your arrival how long were you detained before 
you disposed of the whole of your cargo?—From fifteen to twenty days. 

4457 . What did you receive for your cargo ?—Sycee silver and dollars 
entirely. 

4458. Why did you make your returns in bullion only ?—I was particularly 
desired by tbe agents of the brig to take nothing else. # 

4459 . Could you have had returns in the produce of the country?—I 
could have had returns in any produce of the provinces, such as sugar, tea, 
cassia, tortoiseshell, nankeens, or any thing that could be had. 

4460 . You would have had no difficulty in completing your cargo of those 
articles ?—Not the least. 

4461 . In what manner is the produce of the north-eastern provinces sent 
to Canton ?—I presume it is principally sent by sea, from the number ot 
large junks always upon the coast. 

4462 . Have you seen teas sent by sea ?—Yes; I have been on board of 
two junks entirely loaded with tea. 

4463 . What was the size of them ?—They could not have been less than 
200 tons. 

4464 . From whence did they come ?—They came from Amoy, and they 
were bound to Canton. 

4 h 4465. Did 
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4465. Did you board those junks ?—I boarded both of them, and sent 
letters by them to Canton. 

4466. Were those letters regularly received ?—They were received in due 
course. 

4467. Do you think you could have loaded your vessel with teas of good 
quality?—I have no doubt I could, of the very best quality. I have no 
doubt I could have had any sort of Chinese produce that I wished. 

4468. Had you any conversation with the captains or the supercargoes of 

the junks ?—Yes; one of the merchants gave me an invitation to wait upon 
him at his house at Canton. # 

4469. Do you think you could have disposed of any other article besides 
those you sold at the places you visited ?—Yes; I think that woollens might 
have been disposed of, and perhaps a small quantity of iron, a few watches, 
and different kinds of things. 

4470 . What species of woollens do you think you could have disposed of? 
—Principally long ells and fine broad-cloth; blankets and camlets also 
would have sold very well; they are in ready demand all along the coast of 
China. 

4471 . Were there any duties paid to the government upon those cargoes? 
—I never paiicl any duties ; but I understood that upon all opium that is taken 
away from the ships the inferior officers of government get about twenty 
dollars for every chest. The Chinese pay that themselves; the ships pay 
nothing. 

4472. Did you ever pay any port-charges of any kind ?—Never. 

4478. Were you ever annoyed by the Chinese authorities ?—No. I have 
been requested, as a favour, to shift my situation, as the principal officer was 
coming; and 1 havg gone away, and come back again in one or two days. 

4474. Have you ever landed when you were engaged in this trade ? 
Frequently ; almost every day. 

4475. Whenever you liked ?—'To any place I liked. 

4476 . Were you on such occasions ever annoyed, or ill treated by the 
authorities, or by the people ?—Never; quite the contrary; I was always 
received in a civil way. I had invitations into their houses, and was treated 
with tea and sweetmeats. 

4477 . How far have you penetrated into the interior of the country ?— 
Six or seven miles. 

4478. Could you have gone further if you had pleased ?—Any distance I 
pleased. 

4479. What cities or towns have you visited on such occasions?—I visited 
the city of Kesiak, the city of Amoy. The city of Tyho was too far distant 
from the ship, and I did not visit it. 

4480. Is 
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4480. Is Kesiak a large town ?—It is. 

4481. What is the population of it?—It is impossible to tell the popu¬ 
lation ; I think it is nearly as populous as Canton. 

4482. Is there a harbour at Kesiak ?—A fine harbour. 

4483. Was that a commercial town ?—It is a commercial town for junks 
only. 

4484. Do you know what province it is in?—The province of Canton. 

4485. What distance from Canton is it?—About 150 miles. 

4486. Is there much foreign trade carried on in Kesiak ?—I am not aware 
that there is any. There is a very large coasting trade. 

4487. Are you of opinion that the Chinese in the places you visited are 
anxious for the extension of commerce ?—I should conceive that they were, 
because I have always found the Chinese inclined to buy any thing that was 
at all useful, of any description. 

4488. You conceive them to be any thing but an anti-commercial people? 
_I should consider them to be quite otherwise. 

4489. Do you conceive that they have any antipathy to strangers ?—I 
should conceive quite otherwise. In the northern provinces especially I was 
most politely received, and my people were equally the same. 

4490. Being under the Spanish flag, could you have carried on a legitimate 
trade at the port of Amoy ?—Yes ; the Spaniards have had the privilege, but 
latterly they have not sent any ships there. 

4491. Perhaps a legitimate trade was not your object ?—Not at all; we 
were trading in prohibited articles. 

4492. Do you imagine that the contraband trade is more profitable than 
the authorized trade ?—I have never been in the authorized trade, and there¬ 
fore I cannot state that. 

4493. Did any other British ships under the British flag prosecute the 
same* trade that you did at that time?—Yes, there was an English ship, the 
Merope, belonging to Calcutta; the Veletta, the Eugenia, the Jamecena, 
and the Dhaule schooner. 

4494. What were those vessels ?—All English vessels belonging to the port 
of Calcutta. 

4495. Where were they trading to?—To Formosa, and the port of Nimpo, 
which is considerably to the north. 

4496. Is not that in the province of Kiangnan ?—I believe it is. 

4497. Did those ships go to Amoy?—One of them I think did, but they 
did nothing; they knew that nothing could be done by the merchants. The 
Merope touched off Amoy, but it did not go in, because she could not trade 
in opium. 
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4498. Had you any communication with the commanders of those vessels? 
—Frequently, although we had different interests, all except the Merope. 

4499. Was your interest the same with the Merope ?—She had an agent 
of ours. 

4500. Did you understand from the commanders of those vessels that they 
carried on the trade as easily as you did ?—With the same facilities; although 
I believe I was rather more fortunate than they were, being engaged in the 
trade earlier. 

4501. At the ports you have named, do you know whether the import and 
export duties are paid to the government ?—I am not aware of the duties; I 
never heard the duties mentioned. 

4502. Did the Americans ever engage in this trade ?—American vessels 
have gone to the coast, but I believe on British account. 

4503. Did the British vessels you have named visit any ports besides those 
you have mentioned ?—The Merope traded to the port of Chinchoo and the 
island of Formosa. 

4504. Did the Merope go to Nimpo and the Cape of Good Hope ?—Yes j 
she touched at every port on that coast. 

4505. Which do you conceive is the best station for carrying on that 
trade ?—The best station I ever found was between the island of Namo and 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

4506. Why do you conceive that to be better ?—Being the centre between 
two very large towns. 

4507. Have you ever been off the province of Fokien ?—Yes. 

4508. What harbour did you go into there ?—I went into one of the ports 
of Chinchoo. 

4509. What was the species of cultivation you saw when you landed there ? 
—The only species of cultivation I have seen was rice and sugar’. 

4510. You did not go into the tea country ?—No; I have never seen any 
tea. I was in the neighbourhood of it, and I understood it was within a 
short distance of where I was. 

4511. Does not the tea generally grow in the hilly districts?—All along 
the coast is a mountainous district. 


4512. What did your crew consist of?—Of all sorts; English, natives of 
India, and natives of the Phillipines. 

4513. What number of Englishmen had you ?—I had sometimes from ten 
to twenty. 

4514. What was the number of your crew ?—Forty. 

4515. Did those Englishmen land ?—Yes, frequently. 

4516. They had intercourse with the natives ?—Yes. 


4517. Did 
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4517. Did you ever hear of any disturbance between them and the 

natives?—Never the least disturbance. . n „ 

A * 1R Were the crews generally well received by the natives ?—Equally as 

were flowed to walk about the fields, and to go 

m< 4510 Were any British seamen on board the other ships?—Yes. The 
AmeritnThad ali y American seamen ; the Metope had ten or twelve Enghsh 

° e asm Do vou know of the ships you have mentioned having British 
seamen o?b„S?_It is most likely ‘he other ships had at least six 
English seamen oil board as sea-cunmes. , , 

: sn Di d you ever understand that the commanders of those vessels 
oxnfrienced any inconvenience from that circumstance ?-! never expe- 
rienced the least inconvenience; nor did I understand that any was expe- 

rienced by the others* *■.*, 

452^. Did you find the coast of China generally in a state of good military 
3 r o t ohnnld sav ouite the contrary* because the greatest number of 
trodps that ever I have seen was in the train of Mandarines, to the amount 

tt were t ; 10se armed?—They were dressed in red calico jackets 

iis w,t ' 7; 

run away. 

4525. Did you ever go into their forts P—Frequently. 

4526. In what state were they ?—In a state of dilapidation. 

4507 What was the state of the guns ?-The guns were all dangerous 1 to 
fire being honey-combed; and being laid between two pieces of wood, they 
could only be fired in a straight direction. 

4528. Were the fortifications in a pretty good state ?—No, quite ruinous; 
there were about forty or fifty men in each of the fortifications. 

452Q What was the reason you had so many men ina biig o 200 tons 

onW?-The reason was that we had to beat up against the monsoon, and 
that we had a valuable cargo on board. _ 

4530. Did not you find that the number was too large ?—I reduced the 
number afterwards to thirty. 

4531 . Had you any Spaniards on board ?-I had one Spaniard to represent 

the flag, to be captain or supercargo. . . . „ 

4532. Did you observe any British manufactures in the places youvisitec 
-Yesi 1 frequently saw the Chinese wearing them, such as camlets. 
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cloths, long ells, and some English blankets, English watches and English 
spy-glasses. 

4533. Do not the Chinese of respectability generally wear two watches ? 
—That is always the case. 

4534. Are not those watches almost entirely of English manufacture?-— 
Entirely English and French. 

4535. Which predominate, the English or French ?—I believe the English 
predominate, because no makers in Canton can repair the French. 

4536. Do you know why they wear two generally?—Because they say if 
one goes to sleep the other is awake. 

4537. How did you find the climate from the month of November to the 
month of March ?—-Extremely cold j the thermometer ranged from 45 
to 60. 

4538. Would there be a demand for English blankets ?-— I should conceive 
there would be a demand for English blankets. . 

4539* Are they now generally purchased by those that can afford them ? 
—By every one that can afford them. 

4540. What description of native woollen manufacture is there ?—The 
only native woollen manufacture I saw is in imitation of cashmere shawls. 
I think it is manufactured of goat’s hair; it is a fine sort of white flannel. 

4541. Is it of a high price ?—It is not within the reach of the poor 
people at all. 

4542. What is the common dress of the poor people ?—Blue cottons. 

4543. Do you know where those cottons are manufactured ?—In China. 

4544. Do you know in what part?—They are manufactured in all the 
provinces. I have seen them manufactured in every village I have gone 
into. 

4545. Did you ever observe what sort of machinery they had for the 
manufacture of those cottons?—A very rude loom, quite in a very old 
fashion. 

4546. Did you ever compare the price of cotton so manufactured in China 
with the price of English cotton ?—No, I never did; it is much dearer than 
English cotton, because English cottons sell in China at very fair prices, and 
they dye English long-cloths afterwards as a substitute for their cottons, and 
they are much cheaper. 

4547. Do you know the proportion of cost?—No. 

4548. Did you see them spinning?—Yes. 

4549. How is the cotton spun ?—The women spin with their hands. 

4550. And there is no sort of machinery, except a very rude loom, applied 
to the Chinese manufacture ?—None that I have seen. 


4551. Were 
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English. . . Cccpt. J. Mackie 

4559. Do the natives prefer their own, being dearer r— Their own cottons 
wear better ; but a cheap article is always a great object with the Chinese;, 
even if it should not wear so well. 

4553. Supposing there was a great trade carried on between England and 
China, do you not imagine that the'cheap manufacture of England would to 
a considerable extent supplant the dear manufacture of China ?—I have no 
doubt it would entirely. 

4554. Is the trade you have described as being carried on when you were 
there still carried on ?—It is. 

4555. In what year was this ?—In 1823 and 1824. Afterwards I lay as a 
dep6t-ship at Lintin. 

4556. How long were you altogether in China ?—Four years and a half. 

4557. How long is it since the Spaniards have given up the trade to the 
port of Amoy ?—About thirty years. As the junks go over now from Amoy 
to Manilla with the same goods, they can purchase them at a cheaper rate 
than they could get them at Amoy. 

4558. What was the last year you were in China?—I was there five 
months in 1828, at Macao and Canton. 

4559. In what year were the British ships you have mentioned there ?— 

They were there the same year as myself, and I left some of them lying there 
as depot ships at Lintin ; they are lying there now as depot-ships. 

4560. Do you know of any ships having been there last year ?—No, I do 
not know of any ship. There was one vessel went up in 1828 when I was 
there, and delivered a cargo upon the coast. 

4561 What are the dep6t-ships?—They are ships that lie outside of the 
islands at Macao, to receive opium, or any other goods that are wished to be 
deposited on board of them. 

4562. Then you have no knowledge of any lawful trade carried on there 
at all ?—Not the least. 

4563 Were the others obliged to move sometimes as well as you ?—-Yes ; 
we moved as a favour to the Mandarins. The Mandarins come down once 
or twice a year, and send a person to warn you to shift yourselves. 

4564. You are obliged to shift your station?—We were not obliged to do 
it; but it was to favour them, that they might make a report that it was, all 
clear. 

4565. What number of ships do you remember there at any one time?— 

I have seen as many as twenty ships at one time. 

4566. How many European ships ?—I have seen ten European ships, and 
a considerable number of American ships. 

4567. Did 


610 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 


6 May 1830. 
Capt. J. Mackie. 


4567 . Did those ships trade to the port of Amoy ?—No; there has been 
no trade done at the port of Amoy; they traded to the island of Formosa 
and Nimpo, and about the Cape of Good Hope j some of those merchants 
went to Amoy and different parts. 

4568. In fact they were coast smugglers ?—They were. 

4569. Under what flags were they ?—The English flag; all except the 
Americans, and the vessel I was in command of, which was a Spanish flag. 

4570 . Were there any Portuguese ?—There was sometimes a Portuguese 
vessel. 

4571 . You were understood to say, that you did not find it necessary to 
establish any stricter regulations with respect to intercourse with the shore 
than at other places ?—Not any; I allowed my crew to go on shore at any 
time they pleased. 

4572. Have you ever known any inconvenience from it ?—Not any. 

457fl. Have you known any to happen with any other ship ?—Not any. 

4574. Was it the general practice of the ships ?—It was; there was never 
the least disturbance. 

4575. Did you see the ten or twelve British seamen that you spoke of 
on board the Merope ?—Yes; I was on board of her every time she came on 
the coast. 

4576. Who commanded that ship ?—Captain Perkins, a lieutenant of the 
navy. 

4577. Do not you know that the country ships generally have sea-cunnies, 
that are natives of India ?—Yes; but an opium ship being of considerable 
value, it is necessary to have an efficient crew on board ; and we prefer to 
have a few Englishmen, as being steady men, in preference to the natives of 
India j and the Merope, when she was on the coast, had a very valuable 
cargo on board of her. 

4578. Do you remember the name of any of the dep6t-ships you have 
mentioned ?—Yes, I remember them all. 

4579. In your license was there any limitation as to the ports to which 
you were to go ?—I was quite independent of the Company. 

4580. Where did you get your license ?—My owner was consul for the 
King of Spain at Canton, and he gave me a license whenever I went to sea. 

4581. Have you been at Manilla? —I never have. 

4582. Is there much trade between Manilla and China ?—A considerable 
trade in rice, and some China goods. 

4583. Was there any other ship under Spanish colours besides yours ?— 
None; and the vessel that I was in is sold. 

4584. And there is now no trade under Spanish colours? — Non e. 

4585. Were 
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4585. Were you not offered to carry on a legitimate trade with Amoy 
under the Spanish flag ?—Yes 5 by the Viceroy of Amoy. 

4586. What intercourse had you with him ?—He visited us on board the 
ship. 

4587. How Far Were, you from Amoy?—We were in the port of Amoy, 
right off the palace. 

4588. What passed between you and the Viceroy upon that occasion ?— 
Merely compliments. 

4589 . In what terms did he offer you to trade with Amoy ?—He had to 
make a reference to another superior before he could give the terms. 

4590 . Was that reference ever made ?—We did not wait till he came. 

4591. Did the Viceroy know that you had opium on board ?—No ; it was 
known to the opium dealers, but not to the Viceroy. 

4592 . How came he to offer you a legitimate trade ?—Because we hoisted 
our colours. 

4593 . Did he mention the word legitimate ?—He said he would give us a 
free trade. 

4594 . Do you understand the Chinese language ?-—I do not understand 
it so as to write it; I can speak it a little. 

4595 . Is saltpetre a prohibited article in China?—It is an article that by 
law is always obliged to be sold to the government, but it is principally sold 
to the outside dealers, who give a higher price for it. 

4596 . Did you converse with the Viceroy?—Yes, through an interpreter. 

4597* Did he use the word legitimate ?—-No; he offered to give us a cargo 
in exchange for what we might give him, money or any thing else, fie 
said, if we wished to have a cargo, he wished to renew the intercourse on 
the same terms as it had been before. 

4598 . What cargo would he have given you ?—Any thing we wished to 
purchase. 

4599. What commodities could you have had from him ?—As we had no 
intention of exporting any thing, we made no inquiries. 

4600 . Is the saltpetre imported into China solely for the purpose of being 
converted into gunpowder ?—.Solely for gunpowder and fireworks; the 
Chinese use a great quantity of small fireworks. 

4601 . Is Amoy a very large town ?—A very large town ; there are nearly 
as many junks about there as about the port of Canton. 

4602. Do you suppose it is as populous as the port of Canton ?—It is very 
difficult to say as to that. 

4603 . Did you find the country of China through which you went popu¬ 
lous or not ?—Every part populous. When I have been lying at the Cape of 
Good Hope I have seen 1,000 fishing-boats going to sea in a morning j I 
have counted them. 

4 1 4604. You 
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4604. You had no commercial intercourse with the Viceroy ?—None. 

4605. Did he offer you to purchase any thing you had, and did he specify 
the kind of cargo he was ready to give you in return ?—He specified that he 
wished to renew intercourse upon the old establishment, and any cargo that 
we wished to purchase he would do it in the old way. 

4606. Is there not a considerable foreign trade carried on with Amoy ?_ 

Yes, principally to Manilla and Sincapore. 

4607. Did you know of any junks that went from Amoy to Sincapore ?— 
Yes, there are a considerable number. 

4608. Are they large junks?—About the size of 500 or 600 tons. 

4609* V hat do they take to Sincapore ?—A Chinese cargo consists of a va¬ 
riety of things ; crockery-ware, coarse teas, and every thing they expect to sell. 

4610. What did the junks bring back from Sincapore ?—Sandal-wood and 
opium are the staple articles. 

4611. From your experience and observation of the Chinese ports, what 
are the articles of European manufacture which you consider would obtain 
the most ready sale?—I should think woollens would be the most ready 
article ; camlets, fine cloths, and coarse white cottons. 

4612. What should you say of iron, in the shape of bars, and of hard¬ 
ware ?—Iron in the shape of bars would sell; I do not know how hardware 
would sell. The Chinese would like it better in the unmanufactured state, 
in order that they might manufacture it as they pleased. 

4613. Is iron extensively used in China?—-Very extensively used. 

4614. Where is it principally obtained ?—I believe in the country. 

4615. Do you know any thing of the cost of its production ?—No ; but I 
know that to get any iron wrought up in China will, cost you as much as 
twelve dollars a pecul; that is what I have paid for iron from Canton. 

4616. Do you know any thing of the relative cost of their own earthen¬ 
ware with that which might be exported of similar quality from this country? 

I do not know. I think the Chinese could produce their own earthen¬ 
ware cheaper than it could be exported from this country. 

4617. Has notit been exported from Sincapore ?—Yes; I have often had 
crockery on board. As a depot-ship I have often received goods, such as 
woollen goods, crockery-ware, glass, and Birmingham hardware, which have 
been sent up to the port of Canton and sold. 

4618. What was the general quality of the Chinese iron that you saw ?— 
I think It is of very inferior quality; it rusts very soon, and decays. 

4619. Do you know in what part of China the manufacture is?—No. 

4620. ' Is there much demand for leather; do they use leather much?— 
\es ; the opium chests are covered up with old sheepskins, and they were 
very fond of purchasing them. 

4621 . Did you sell them well ?—Yes, pretty well. 

Captain 
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Captain WILLIAM MAXFIELD called in, and examined. 

4622 . Aee you an officer in the military navy of the East-IridiaCompany? 
—I am on the retired list at present; I have been an officer in the service. 

4623. How long did you reside in India?-—An uninterrupted period of 
nearly twenty-five years. 

4624. How long is it since you returned?—I returned from India in 
1823. 

4625. In what capacity did you serve in India besides that immediately 
connected with your official duties as an officer ?-—I accompanied the em¬ 
bassy to Synd as Surveyor in 1807 or 1808; I officiated for nine years as 
Assistant in the Surveyor-general’s department, or Deputy Surveyor-general 
of India in Bengal; I was employed in all the expeditions against the Euro¬ 
pean enemies of my country in India between 1798 and 1823 ; I commanded 
two ships on the expeditions to Java and the Isle of France. On the Java 
expedition I officiated as Deputy Agent-general of Transports also. 

4626. Were you employed with the British army in Guzzerat ?—I was. 
I accompanied the army in Guzzerat a short time, and afterwards held a 
civil situation at Voorbunder, in the province of Guzzerat. 

4627. How long did you hold that situation ?—l only held the civil 
situation a few months; I begged to resign it to go on the expedition to the 
Isle of France. 

4628. What parts of India have you visited ?•—I visited almost all the 
principal ports of India, Arabia, and Persia, the Red Sea, and the Eastern 
Archipelago, and the Bay of Bengal. 

4629. Did not you assist in the expedition to Egypt ?—I was in one of the 
ships which proceeded on the expedition to Egypt. 

4630. Have you ever visited any of the ports of China?—No; I have 
merely been in the China seas cruizing. 

4631. Have you ever paid any considerable attention to the commercial 
affairs of the £ast-India Company ?—I have paid some attention to it, in 
consequence of having determined some years ago upon writing a work 
descriptive of the different branches of the East-India Company’s service. 
I was led to project such a work from observations I had occasion to make 
in the course of my service; however, I have since relinquished the intention; 
but that led me to consider it more maturely than I otherwise should have 
done, as it formed no portion of my professional pursuits. 

4632. Do you conceive that there are any improvements that might take 
place in the points you considered ?—Yes; it was the defect in the various 
branches of the service that led me to the consideration there were many 
defects it) the different branches of the establishment, so evident, that it led 
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me to consider the subject, in order to trace the cause of the defects, and to 
point out, to the best of my observation, a remedy. 

4633. Are the defects you allude to defects in the service with which you 
were yourself connected ?—There were defects evident and monstrous in the 
corps I belonged to. 

4634. Do you confine your observations as to those defects to that corps, 
or do you apply them to any other parts of the affairs of the East-India Com¬ 
pany ?—No, I do not confine them to that. I observed defects in efficiency 
in various branches of the service ; and it was that inefficiency that led me 
to consider the subject, for the purpose of giving a detailed account of it, in 
order that a remedy might be applied hereafter. 

4635. Have you ever been engaged in trade ?—Never, upon any occasion. 

4636. Have you had any means of becoming acquainted with the East- 
India Company’s commercial shipping?—I have. 

4637. What class of ships have the East-India Company been in the habit 
of employing in their commerce?—Of various classes; latterly greater 
variety than formerly; 1 speak of the last twenty-five years; they have 
some larger ships now than they had at that time. I believe the regular 
ships employed by the East-India Company are from 700 to 1400 tons ; other 
ships are occasionally engaged in their service, as extra and chartered ships, 
of a smaller description. 

4638. Do you conceive that the large class of vessels of the East-India Com¬ 
pany possess any advantage over the class of vessels used by the Americans 
or the free-traders of this country for the China trade ?—I understand that 
the large class of slops are subject to less expense with reference to the port- 
duties paid at Canton ; but in every other point of view, as far as regards the 
employment of merchantmen, I should say the smaller class ship is better 
adapted for many reasons. A small class ship of an inferior description 
would, in proceeding to the port of Calcutta, take in her cargo at once; a 
large ship takes in her cargo at Saugur, which is a very considerable way 
down the river ; it is in fact the entrance to the river Hooghley. The con¬ 
sequence of that is, that a great expens* is incurred in lading those ships, 
and at different periods of the year the tide is so rapid that jt creates consi¬ 
derable delay as well as expense. The delay in a large ship like that might 
possibly extend to fifteen days if a boat came down one day too late, for 
unless she went out on a spring-tide she could not get out until the next 
spring-tide. 

4639. Do you know the port of Canton ?—No. 

4640. Do you know whether those observations which apply to the river 
Hooghley apply to the port of Canton?—They must apply to every large 
ship which cannot go up to the port to which she is proceeding for a cargo. 
If the communication must be made by means of boats, an increased expense 

must 
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must be the consequence; and I suppose it applies partially at Canton, and 6 M ay L .'ito, 
to all ports situate in rivers. CnptW.MaxfieUL 

4641. Do you conceive the East-India Company’s ships peculiarly fitted 
for carrying troops ?—A large ship is certainly much better adapted tor car¬ 
rying troops than a smaller ship. 

4642. Are not the troops sent out from this country usually accommodated 
in the orlop deck ?—I have heard so. 

4643. Have you ever heard of the Company’s ships being employed as 

men-of-war ?_I have heard that there have been some of them armed occa¬ 

sionally. 

4644. What class of man-of-war of an enemy should you think a Com¬ 
pany’s China ship of 1300 tons burthen, with 30 guns and 130 men, would be 
a match for ?—It would be difficult to say what she would be a match for. 

I conceive a ship of 1300 tons, with 130 men, scarcely sufficient men to 
manage her in action ; and if she had any number of guns on board, they 
may be considered inanimate pieces of iron, without a sufficient number of 
men to use them. But to say what she would fall a capture to would 
be merely matter of opinion ; but that can better be ascertained by asking 
what vessels they have beaten off and when they have been captuied. 

4645. Do you recollect the action between Admiral JLinois and a fleet of 
East-Indiamen?—I recollect the action. I believe there were sixteen India- 
men of the largest description, with a number of country ships. Ihe 
French force consisted of an eighty-four-gun ship, two frigates, two sloops, 
and a brig; and I conclude that the judicious conduct of Commodore 
Dance, his firmness, his decision, and his good management, induced the 
French admiral to form an erroneous estimate of his actual force, which led 
to a result no less creditable to the British than disgraceful to the French. 

To judge of the severity of an action, one must look at tne result oi the 
killed and wounded. It is stated that the action lasted about foity-five 
minutes ; now the killed and wounded on the side of the British is stated 
at one killed and one wounded; and the French admiral declared in his 
letter to General Daccain, that he sustained no loss whatever. An India- 
man is a very formidable-looking ship, and is often painted like a m M-i ate 
man-of-war ; she would at any time be taken, at a considerable distance, for 
a sixty-four ; consequently, if the French were not disposed to fight, they 
had very good reason for imagining that there were a lew sixty-fouis out 
of the sixteen, and they had consequently very good reason for running 
away. 

4646. Have you ever known an Indiaman captured by a French privateer ?' 

—Yes, I have. 

4647. Do you remember the name ?—Yes, I recollect the capture of the 
Kent. 

4648. Where was she captured ?—In the bay of Bengal. 

4649. What 
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6 Ma - V 183 °- 4-649. What was the size of the Kent ?—I believe the Kent was an India* 

, ~Z „ , man of about 800 tons. 

apt. ff. Mmfiehl .. „ 

4650. Iiow many guns had she ?—About thirty guns; I believe she had 
between 100 and 200 troops on board. 

4651. What was the Kent captured by ?—By the Confiance. 

4652. What was the size of her ?—About 300 tons; I happened to be on 
board her after the peace of Amiens. 

4653. Do you know the number of guns she Carried ?—About sixteen or 
eighteen guns. 

4654. Do you remember any other capture of an Indiaman ?—I cannot 
call to my recollection. 

4655. Do you recollect the Triton?—Yes, Ido; she was about the same 
size as the Kent. 

4656. What was the Triton captured by?—By a pilot schooner; which 
pilot schooner was taken by Monsieur Surcouef and a few French prisoners 
who escaped from Fort William, went down the river in a budgerow, and 
seized a pilot schooner at the entrance of the river ; they then ran out to 
sea, and falling in with the Triton, I believe ofFGanjam, they boarded her 
under pretence of piloting her, and made her their prize. 

4657. When did that happen ?—I do not remember; but I believe the 
commander and officers of the Kent behaved as bravely, and defended the 
ship as long as in their power. I never heard the slightest slur thrown upon 
the conduct of any of the parties, and her capture possibly may be in some 
measure attributable to the peculiar structure of Indiamen, which carry, 
very injudiciously, most of their guns below; consequently, in the event of 
her being boarded, most of the men are below when they ought to be on 
deck. I think an Indiaman would be much more formidable if; instead of 
having thirty guns below, she had twenty on deck. 

4658. Do you think the sea-risk of an Indiaman, equipped in the usual 
wa y> greater or less than that of a merchant ship equipped in the ordinary 
way ?—I believe at Lloyd’s the insurance is precisely equal between a good 
ship marked A. and any of the East-India ships, therefore in that point of 
view the risk is considered equal; however, personally, I should say a mer¬ 
chant ship laden is less safe encumbered with guns than if she was without 
them, as far as sea-worthiness goes. 

4659. Do you ever remember an instance of a vessel being overset on 
that account ?—Yes, I recollect one of the Company’s ships of 800 tons, 
called the Devonshire, overset in my presence in the river Hooghley, in a 
regular north-wester. 

4660. Do you attribute that loss to her having ports ?—Yes ; the north¬ 
wester threatened for two or three hours before it came on; the sky was 
completely blackened; she was taking in cargo, and all her ports were 

opened; 


misr^ 



SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 617 


opened; when the north-wester took her she heeled over; before they 
could shut her ports she filled and went down, and she remained with her 
mast heads only above water. 

4661. Do you remember any ships being lost in the years 1807 and 1808, 
between the Cape of Good Hope and the Isle of iranee ?•—~^ies, I lecollect 
it as a matter of history. 

4662. Do you consider that they are more liable to that danger from 
their having ports and guns than if they had none ?—I have stated that as 
my opinion with respect to merchant ships generally; but perhaps that fact, 
with respect to this fleet, would be best ascertained by inquiring whether 
there were not some country ships in company. I have heard that there 
were some country ships in company, and that none of them were lost. 

466S. Do you consider the East-India Company’s present mode of char¬ 
tering ships as the most economical that can be adopted ?—Certainly not. 

4664. Will you explain the reasons why you are of that opinion ?—I think 
If reference be had to some papers laid before the Court of Proprietors in 
1826, a list of which I have here, a list of the shipping will be found which 
were employed at that time. Some of them have been taken up as high as 
26 odd pounds a ton, and subject to an additional £ 1. 10s. if sent to any 
intermediate port in India. Now looking at that very list laid before the 
Court, of Proprietors, I find that ships may be had at a much lower rate, 
and that they have been had by the East-India Company for a single voyage 
for £12. 5s. 

4665. Are the tenders for the Company’s ships publicly advertised for ? 
—I believe they are publicly advertised for. 

4666. Do you conceive that is the cheapest mode of getting ships fur¬ 
nished to the Company ?—I should, provided the advertisements embraced 
that class of shipping which is to be had in the greatest abundance m the 
shipping market; but if the advertisement describes ships of which it is 
well known there are very few, or perhaps none to be had, I conceive the 
advertisement goes rather to meet the ship than the ship the advertisement, 
To illustrate the fact, I would put a case hypothetically; suppose the Com¬ 
pany advertise for a ship to be built in the Island of Penang, of teak, to 
bring home a cargo, and at such a date, I put it to the Committee to judge 
whether there would be likely to be any competition to meet such an adver¬ 
tisement. 

4667. Have you made any calculation of the amount which might be 
saved by a different mode of contracting than now pursued ? -Yes; I 
have a calculation, the result of which exhibits the saving that might be 
effected, if the ships engaged by the East-India Company, instead ot being 
taken up for six voyages and for three voyages, had been engaged for one 
voyage, at the rate exhibited in the statement laid by the Company before 
the.Court of Proprietors, a saving might be effected per voyage, imagining 
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the whole of the ships to have performed one voyage complete, of no less 
than £574,028; but if instead of taking them up for one voyage, at £13.6s. 
which is the average of the single voyage ships, they had been obtained at 
what I conceive they might be, at 10 guineas or £10 per ton, a saving then 
would have been effected of upwards of £857,823. 

4668. What time would the voyage occupy ?—Looking at the distance 
they have to go, and what a free trader could do, and of course whatever 
a free trader could do the Company’s ships ought to be able to do, they 
ought to do it in twelve months; but if the East-India Company have 
generally engaged, as I conceive they have done, a great deal more 
tonnage than they actually require, of course the expense must be com¬ 
mensurate. 

4669. Should you say that, in the present mode of management, there is 
£ 700,000 or £800,000 thrown away by the Company in their charge for 
shipping per annum?—No; I have taken the whole of the Company’s 
tonnage employed at the time the papers were laid before the Court of 
Proprietors; it includes forty-seven ships then chartered, and they had 
seven ships of their own. Those two bodies of shipping taken together 
collectively amounted to 64,000 tons; therefore I have taken the whole of 
that quantum of tonnage, and said, if the tonnage costs such a sum before 
they have completed one voyage, and they could procure shipping in the 
market to do it at £10. 10s., the saving upon that quantum of tonnage will 
be the amount I have stated. 

4670. You have stated, that if the voyage performed by the East-India 
Company were performed by a free trader, it would be performed in one 
year out and home ?—Unquestionably. But if she had to go to Bombay 
and be detained, and then to go to Madras, as the Company’s ships fre¬ 
quently do, there is no saying what will be the length of the voyage. But 
they do not do it free of expence, because they frequently pay demurrage 
for such detention. 

4671 . What is the average time occupied by the Company in this voyage? 
—That is a question not easily answered, unless you particularize some 
particular ship. I have known some of the Company’s ships cruising from 
one side of India to another for a cargo, I have known the Carmarthen 
and the Herculeum, ships taken up in war time at an enormous rate. I 
made a voyage out to sea cruising, and came in again, and found the Car- 
marthenstill lying at anchor. 

4672 . Do you know the longest time occupied by a Company’s ship in 
performing the voyage out and home ?—I cannot positively speak to that 
fact, but I suppose some of them make the voyage in fourteen months. 

467.3. Do you think that is about the average?—No, it is impossible 
to average them, because many causes may operate to their detention. 

4674. Are such causes of very long detention very frequent ?—I do not 
imagine that such very long detentions are very frequent; but I imagine 

that 
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that it may be clearly known that a considerable detention occurs, by the 
papers at the India-House. But I would not press so much upon the delay 
of the voyage as upon the ship being sent often half-laden, because^ the 
ships that go from Bombay to China are not above half-laden on the Com¬ 
pany’s account, therefore the remainder of that freight is a dead loss. 
Perhaps, to illustrate the high price of ships, I need only state, that His 
Majesty has been building in the Company’s dock-yard at Bombay seventy- 
fours, at per ton much less than the freight per ton of the 1200-ton ships in 
war time ; and he has built frigates at a lower rate than some of the ships 
now taken by the East-India Company sail per ton. 

4675. At what rate have they built frigates at Bombay ?—The Trinco- 
malee frigate, of 1065 tons, was built for £29. 85. 2d per ton ; these are 
built of teak. The Cornwallis, seventy-four, of 1809 tons, was built at 
£30. 14 s. a ton; the Victor, of 382 tons, was built at £23. 9s. 7 d. a ton ; 
the Zebra, of 385 tons, was built at £24. 6s. 7 d. a ton; the Sphinx, 
of 239 tons, was built at £24. 6s. 6d a ton; the Camden, of 240 tons, was 
built at £25. 3s. lOd a ton. 

4676. You have compared the price per ton at which the Government 
build ships in the Company’s dock-yard, with the rate of freight per ton at 
which the Company take up their ships ; for what purpose do you make 
that comparison ?——It strikes one as a singular fact, that you could build 
a ship for a great deal less money, by one-third, than you could hire one ; 
and I believe the price of the seventy-fours built at Bombay now to be 
enormous, from the injudicious manner of getting the timber. I could 
suggest a mode by which the price of timber would be reduced one-half. 

4677. Do the Company ever build at all for commercial purposes?—Yes; 
the Company have seven ships of their own. 

4678. Can you compare the expense at which those ships were built by 
the Company, with the expense of the ships built by the Government 
at Bombay?—I cannot speak to the rate at which they build their com¬ 
mercial ships, but I can pronounce upon what it cost to build some of their 
pilot schooners at Bombay; I must speak to that from recollection. I 
recollect, just before I left Bengal, some pilot schooners were built for the 
Company’s service, which appealed to be at such an enormous expense that 
it led the Marine Board there to animadvert upon the charge ; and the 
papers happened to come to the office one day when I was there, and I took 
them up, and on going into the papers, at the request of a gentleman 
present, I found that those schooners cost upwards of £50 a ton, while 
the King wa3 building for £30. It appeared very monstrous, and it induced 
the Board to write to the Bengal Government, who wrote for an explanation. 
The explanation sent round by Mr. Meriton, the Superintendent at Bombay, 
stated that those vessels were so expensive in consequence of being entirely 
fastened with copper; that the former pilot schooners, of which a calculation 
had been submitted, previously built for the Bengal Government in Mr. 
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Dundas’s time, had been fastened with iron; but it was singular enough, on 
analyzing the account, it turned out that there was more iron employed in 
the copper-fastened vessels than there was in those that were built all of iron. 

4679. Was that ever explained ?—No, I believe there was never any satis¬ 
factory explanation given after that. 

4680. Is this all matter of recollection, or matter of record ?■—It is matter 
of recollection now; but it is deeply impressed on my mind, because 
1 happened to have the papers in my hand, and I recollect the correspon¬ 
dence between the Marine Board at Calcutta and the Government of 
Bombay upon the subject. 

4681. On comparing the expense of the ships engaged in the private 
trade with the ships engaged in the China trade by the Company, are you 
aware that the size and the equipment of those ships employed in the Com¬ 
pany’s service are regulated by law ?—No, I am not aware of that fact. By 
the 58th Geo. III., I see the Act of the 39th and the 50th and the 51st are 
repealed, and since that it has not been imperative to equip those ships in 
that manner. 

4682. Are you not aware that since that a very great change has been 
produced in the Company’s commercial marine ?—I am not aware of that. 

4683. When did the repeal take place ?—In 1818. 

4684. In what year was this transaction ?—I think it must have been 
about 1820 or 1821 that the correspondence respecting pilot schooners took 
place. 

4685. In speaking of the ships which the Company were employing 
in the year 1826, do you mean to compare them with the ships taken 
up for single voyages in the year 1830?—I beg to submit to the Committee 
a statement of all the ships employed by the East-India Company in the 
year 1826, describing the name, the size of the ship, the rate at which she 
is taken, and all the particulars. It is from those ships I formed that state¬ 
ment. It is by calculation between the high-freighted ships and the low- 
freighted ones, in that statement furnished by the India House to me, that I 
have drawn the comparison, but I have not lost sight of their own ships, 
seven in number, which are sailing at the rate of about £27 a ton. 

[The witness delivered, in the statement , which was read, as follows ;] 
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No. I. 


A STATEMENT exhibiting the Names, Number, and Tonnage of all Ships now ( 27 th January 1826 ,) Chartered by the East- 
India Company, of every description, the Rates of Tonnage, and Number of Voyages for which they are engaged; as also, the 
Names of the Owners or such Ships, and the time or date when they were engaged. 


SHIPS* NAMES. 


Herefordshire..... 

Vansittart. 

General Kyd. 

Minerva.. 

Thomas Coutts .. 

Duke of York.. 

Orwell. 

Dunira.. . . 

Windsor.... 

Kellie Castle ... 

Royal George... 

Repulse.. .. 

Farquharson. 

Thames. 

Macqueen . 

William Fairlie. 

Sir David Scott. 

Berwickshire. 

Hythe. 

Duchess of Athol. 

Bombay. 

Charles Grant... 

Lowther Castle. 

Abercrombie Robinson .,. 

Edinburgh. 

Lord Lowther.. 

Rosa. 

Prince Regent .. 

Asia. 

Marchioness of Ely. 

Marquis of Huntly. 

Inglis. % . 

Atlas.. # # 

Bridgwater .. 

Warren Hastings. 

Princess Charlotte of Wales 


Tonnage. 

Rates 

of Tonnage. 

Number of Voyages. 

OWNERS. 

Time or Date when 
engaged 

1 

£. $. 

d. 






1200 

21 18 

9 


6 


John Locke......... 

1811, January 11 
— July 10. 

1200 

20 18 

9 


6 


Joseph Hare ........ 

1200 

23 6 

9 


6 


James Walker. 

— 

976 

22 2 

10 


6 


George Palmer. 

1812, Sept. 2. 

1334 (a) 1 

26 0 

0 


6 


Stewart Marjoribanks. 

1816, March 29. 

1327 (a) 

26 10 

0 


6 


Stewart Marjoribanks. 

— 

1335(a) 

26 9 

6 


6 


Matthew Isaake. 

— 

1325 (a) 

26 9 

0 


6 


George Palmer. 

— June 5. 

1332 (a) 

26 5 

0 


6 


George Clay. 

— Dec. 24. 

1332 (a) 

26 4 

0 


6 


Stewart Erskine. 

1817, March 18. 

1333 (a) 

25 13 

0 


6 


.John Fam. Timins.... 

1818, Oct. 14. 

1334 (a) 

25 14 

0 


6 


John Fam. Timins... . 

— 

1326 (a) 

25 15 

0 


6 


John Christ. Lochner. 

— 

1330 {a) 

25 17 

0 


6 


Henry Blanshard .... 

— 

1333 (a) 

25 7 

0 


6 


John Campbell. 

1819, Sept. 15. 

1348 (a) 

25 7 

0 


6 


Joseph Hare. 

— 

1342 (a) 

25 7 

6 


6 


Joseph Hare. 

— 

1332 (a) 

25 9 

9 


6 


Stewart Marjoribanks. 

— 

1333 (a) 

25 9 

0 


6 


Stewart Marjoribanks. 

— 

1330 (a) 

25 10 

6 


6 


W. E. Ferrers. 

— 

1242 (a) 

20 19 

0 


3 


Henry Templer.. 

1822, Nov. 13. 

1246 (a) 

20 12 

0 


3 


William Moffat...... 

— 

1427 (a) 

20 12 

6 


3 


John Crosthwait. 

— 

1331 (a) 

21 0 

0 


6 


Henry Bonham. 

1823, July 2. 

1326 (a) 

21 0 

0 


6 


Henry Bonham. 

— 

1332 {a) 

21 7 

0 


6 


Henry Blanshard .... 

— 

955 la) 

19 14 

0 


3 


Thomas Milroy. 

— 

953 (a) 

19 17 

6 


3 


Henry Bonham.. 

— 

958 (a) 

19 17 

6 


3 


Henry Bonham...... 

— 

952 (a) 

19 19 

0 


3 


Octavius Wigram .... 

— 

1279 (a) 

18 18 

0 


3 


John M 4 Taggart.. 

— Sept. 3. 

1298 (a) 

18 5 

0 


3 


Rich. Borradaile. 

1824, Aug. 13. 

1267 (a) 

18 5 

0 


3 


Charles Otway Mayne 

— 

1276 (a) 

18 4 

0 


3 


James Sims.. __ 

.— 

1276 (a) 

15 7 

0 


1 


William Sims. 

— 

978 (a) 

19 2 

0 

• • 

* 3 


Charles B. Gribble .. 

— Sept. 8. 

Continued. 
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No. L— continued. 

A Statement exhibiting the Names, Number, and Tonnage of Ships, &c. 


SHIPS’ NAMES. 


Marquis Wellington. 
Warren Hastings ,.. 
Coldstream : .... . 
Guildford .. ....... 

Albion .. 

Childe Harold. 

Bussorah Merchant. 

Malcolm . 

Lord Hungerford. . . 

Berwick.... . 

Commodore Hayes 

Broxbornebury_ 

Java. 


Cambridge .... 
Lady Kennaway 
James Sibbald .. 
Maitland . 


Orient ... 

Roxburgh Castle 

Countess of Harcourt 


Java. 

Broxbornebury. < 


Marquis Hastings.... 
Henry Porcher ...... 

In Room of the Kent 

Clyde. 

Eliza.. 


Tonnage. 


Marquis Camden. 

Lady Melville. 

Castle Huntly ... 

General Harris.... 


961 (a) 
1000 {a) 
733 
533 
479 
463 

510 

605 

708 

458 

678 

720 

1175 

802 

547 

666 

634 

596 

599 

517 


1175 

720 


452 

500 

1300 (a) 

451 

511 

1286 (a) 
1257 (a) 
1311 (a) 
1280 (a) 


Rates 

of Tonnage. 


£. S* d . 

19 4 0 

18 5 0 

12 5 0 
12 19 0 
12 19 0 
12 19 6 

4 10 0 

5 19 0 

7 0 0 

7 0 0 

7 18 0 

5 3 0 

6 2 6 

4 10 0 

5 0 0 

6 9 0 

6 17 6 

14 7 0 

14 9 0 

15 0 0 


10 18 0 
11 8 0 


10 19 
10 19 

21 0 0 


0 

0 


6 19 
6 15 


18 18 0 
18 19 0 

18 19 6 
18 19 0 


Number of Voyages. 




3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


} 


OWNERS. 


These ships were 

i engaged outwards for 
the voyage to Bengal. 

:: :: 

} These ships were 
engaged for the voy- J 
age outwards toBom- j 
bay. L 

l For one voyage to J 
j China and Quebec. ( 

{ For one voyage to I j 
China and Halifax. J : 

r To bring cargoes 1 ; 
j from China, after 1 i 
J performing the ser- \ \ 
\ vice for which they / j 
| j were engaged, 30 j 
! March. J 

1 To bring cargoes r 
j from China. 1 

... 6 

To carry cargoes r 
to Bengal. 1 

3 
3 
3 

... 3 


Henry Bonham. 

John L. Minet....... 

John Dawson ....... 

James Mangles. -. 

Charles Weller .. 

Robert Granger. 

Charles Stewart ..... 

R. W. Eyles. 

J. L. Heathorn. 

James Greig ........ 

George F. Young .... 

Alfred Chapman 
Joseph Hare. 

George Palmer. 

George Joad .. 

Henry Blanshard. 

Fraser, Living, & Co.. 

S. Marjoribanks & Co., 
Wigram & Green .... 


Time or Date when 
engaged. 


1824, Sept. 8. 

1825, March 30. 


H. Blanshard. 


Joseph Hare.... 
Alfred Chapman. 


George Lyall........ 

S. Marjoribanks & Co. 

S. Marjoribanks & Co. 

Joseph Hare.... 

W. Abercrombie. 


Thomas Larkins. 

Octavius Wigram 

J. H. Gledstanes. 

James Sims. 


— May 4. 


— May 25. 

— May 25. 

— June 22. 

— July 15. 

— Aug. 17. 

— Aug. 24. 


The ships marked thus (a) are entitled to an extra freight of £1.10*. per ton, if sent to the Island of Bombay, or to the Continent 
of India, and from either of those places to China. 

January 17th, 1826. 
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No. 2. 

In January 1826, it appeared by papers laid before the Court of Proprietors that 
the East-IndiaCompany had then engaged in their trrde forty-seven ships; viz. 
twenty-four for six voyages, some of which were hired as high as £26 10s. per ton; 
others for three voyages; and only five for one voyage; the average rate of freight 
on such five single-voyage ships was only £13. 6s. per ton each. . , 

Now the chartered ships above mentioned, torty-seven m number, collectively 
amount to about 55,601 tons, and the rate of freight above stated £. _ s. d. 
cost the Company per voyage, exclusive ot demurrage .... 1,187,778 0 0 

The Company have also seven ships of their own, amounting to 
about 8,897 tons, and which, by the accounts submitted in 1826, 
average, taking them altogether for the voyage they have per¬ 
formed, about '£27. 8s. 8 d. per ton, making the amount of expense 
per voyage on the seven, of . 244,674 1 U 

Or the total charge for freight per voyage. 1,431,852 0 0 

It is therefore evident that if the Company, instead of engaging 
ships as above, for six and three voyages, had hired ships tor one 
voyage at £13. 6s. per ton, the amount charged for 64,498 tons of 
shipping would have been only. 8o7,8‘-3 8 0 

Effecting a saving per voyage of no less than. 574,028 12 0 

If, however, the Company were desirous to conduct their commerce with India 
and China in the most profitable manner, they would employ such class of ships as 
the British market offers in abundance, and their tonnage might he all obtained at 
£10, or probably £10. 10s. per ton, by which means a saving in their charges for 
tonnage per voyage might be effected to the amount of .£/50,000 sterling. 

The Company, however, by reference to the papers at the India House, showing 
how the ships engaged by them are laden, appear little disposed to economize in 
this branch of expense, as those ships, except on the return-voyage from China, are 
seldom more than two-thirds laden on the Company s account. 


6 May 1820. 
Capt.W. Maxfield 


4686. Did you mean to say, in a previous part of your evidence, that the 
amount of £500,000 might be saved between the average rates of the ships 
in the service of the Company in the year 1826, and what might be now 
supplied if competition in the market was made use of ?—Not quite so; my 
statement is to draw a comparison ol what the Company have done them- 
selves with respect to five ships taken up for single voyages, which ships they 
got at £13. 6s. per ton, and I say that suppose they had taken them all up in 
that way, such w’ould have been the saving; but my last statement goes to 
illustrate what might have been done il they had been had at £10, which I 
consider a sort of market freight. 

4687 . Are you not aware that the Company were obliged by the last Act 
to take up ships for six voyages ?—I am aware that there is an Act ol Parlia¬ 
ment which enjoins, that ships taken up for the trade with India and China 

shall be taken up for six voyages ; but I am also aware that there is an Act 

which 










6 May 1830. 
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which permits the East-India Company to take ships up for one voyage to 
China ; those are the ships that I propose to have taken up. 

4688. Did yon mean to state that in the year 1826 the Company did take 
a certain number of ships at £13. 10s. per ton ?—There are no ships taken up 
in that statement in 1826, the last is in August 1825. Here are some ships 
taken up at £10. 19s. to proceed to North America; but I imagine they 
might be had as well for one purpose as the other. 

4689. Aie you aware that the East-India Company has during the 
currency of theii present charter taken up a number of ships for six voyages, 
at from £21 to £26 per ton, and that, per voyage, a good free-trader might 
be had nom £8 to £10 per ton in the same year ?—Of course my answer is 
but matter of opinion. I cannot decide upon what a free-trader might 
possibly be had for ; but it is pretty notorious : and I should only say, if I 
had a free-trader to employ her myself, I should be very much obliged to the 
Company to take her for six voyages instead of one, and therefore I should 
think that is in favour of the six-voyage ship. 

4690. It appears by that statement, that the rate of freight at which the 
Company take up ships for six voyages is higher than that at which they take 
them up for one voyage ?—Unquestionably. 

. 4691. What is the reason of that difference ?—I consider it is because there 
is less competition. There is very little competition in 1200 or 1300-ton 
ships; there is nobody but the owner of a China ship hardly that can think 
of tendering, there is nobody else in the market; therefore the competition 
is confined to a few dozen individuals, and 1 believe few persons ever build a 
1200-ton ship unless they have very good reason to think they have interest 
enough to get her employed. But, however, to illustrate why the Company 
have those ships, it will be necessary to go a little farther back into the Com¬ 
pany s history. In looking back to the history of the East-India Company, 
and the style of equipment which seems to have been followed up to the 
present hour, the reasons which induced such equipment having long since 
subsided, it may be worth while to remark, that when the ships were first 
fitted out, and armed with guns and a large proportion of men, the India 
seas were infested with freebooters and pirates, formidable, and of course 
their commerce was in danger without such equipment; and at that time, in 
the early part of the Company’s history, the ships fitted out by the East- 
Jndia Company were in all respects formidable as men-of-war. His Majesty’s 
ships were much less efficient than they are at present, and the difference 
was not so great then between East-Indiamen and men-of-war. 

4692. Now the Company take up a different class of ships for sinele 

voyages ?—Yes, they do. fe 

4693. Is there any distinction between the Act as to the class of ships 
which they are permitted to take up for six voyages ?—I cannot speak as to 
the precise terms of the Act; but I should imagine that the legislature have 
no motive in circumscribing the conduct of the Company in the manage¬ 
ment 
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ment of their commerce, and that any Acts which have been framed for the ® ^ a y *830. 
government of the Company in taking up their ships have been most likely 
from the petition of the East-India Company, and that they have in fact y ' 
framed the Act themselves. 

4694. Can you give any reason for the difference of the class of ships 
which the Company take up for their single voyages ?—I am not positively 
aware of it; I believe the East-India Company prefer large ships from 
many considerations; they may perhaps consider them more available for 
other purposes. 

4695. It appears, by reference to the Minutes of Evidence taken before 
the Lords in the year 1821, that it was then stated by Mr. Grant that there 
were tenders to the East-India Company for forty-eight ships, of the aggre¬ 
gate burthen of 24,350 tons, the highest rate of freight not exceeding 
£12. 10s., the lowest not more than £7; the whole making an average 
together not exceeding £9. 16s. 10 d. per ton ; that the Company obtained 
the tonnage they required from the quantity offered upon that occasion at the 
average rate of £8. 4s. 8 d. per ton; do you know what the Company were 
paying in the year 1821 for ships that were chartered by themselves ?—-I do 
not see any ship taken up in 1821; but here is one in 1822, the Bombay; 
and here is one in September 1819> the Duchess of Athol, 1330 tons, 

£25. 105.; then here is the Hythe, 1333, taken up about the same time, 

£25. 95. 

4696. Does not part of those high charges arise from the expensive equip¬ 
ment of those ships ?—Possibly part of them may arise from that; they are 
certainly equipped in a superior manner to what ordinary merchantmen are. 

4697. Do you see any necessity for that extra equipment ?—-I should 
imagine, in a commercial point of view, the question resolves itself into what 
the underwriters consider to be desirable or not desirable; because if they 
will insure your ship and cargo at the same rate as the other ship, which is 
taken up less expensively, you gain nothing as a merchant; if they will not 
estimate the Company’s ships any safer for this additional equipment, there 
will be no gain in the more expensive equipment. 

4698. Is it the fact that the underwriters estimate them both at the same 
rate?—-They do. 

4699. Do you attribute the higher rate of freight at which the Company 
take up ships for six voyages to the absence of competition ?—Mainly. 

4700. Is there more competition in cases in which they take up ships for a 

single voyage ?—Undoubtedly. , . 

4701. How is that accounted for ?—The ships taken up for single voyages 
are all of an inferior size. 

4702 . Then it is not worth a shipbuilder’s while to undertake the building 

of the class of ship Which the Company take up for six voyages, unless lie is 
pretty certain of employment for it ?—I should imagine they never build one 
r ' without 
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6 May 1830. 
Capt. W. Maxfield. 


without the intention of their being engaged in the Company’s service j I 
believe they are all built expressly for the service. 

470S. Are you not aware that when advertisements are thrown out for 
tenders for ships to be built for their service, there are always a great many 
more offered than are required ?—I am not aware of the fact. 

4704. How then can you state that there is no competition ?—It may be 
the case in some instances, that when advertisements are thrown out there 
may be some competition ; but in the hypothetical case I have put of a ship 
built at Penang, there could be no competition, and that case was founded 
on fact 

4705. The question refers to ships built in England; do you, or do you 
not, know that upon advertisements being thrown out for the hire of ships 
for six voyages to be built, there are always fen offers for one ship required ? 
—I am not, of course, aware of the number of tenders, because it could not 
have come within my observation. 

4706. How can you state that there is no competition in ships of this 
nature ?—I believe my statement has gone as to ships in existence, not as to 
building. 

4707. Are the contracts for ships for six voyages always contracts for ships 
to be built ?—Of course. In answering the question I only speak from hear¬ 
say, but I believe they are often made for ships partially built or building. 

4708. Are you acquainted with the Act of 58 Geo. III. c. 88, upon the 
subject of shipping?—I am cursorily. 

4709. Are you aware that the Act prescribes regulations for the advertise¬ 
ment for tenders for hiring ships, and also that it prescribes that ships shall 
be taken up for not less than six voyages, except in cases of unforeseen 
exigency, in which case the Company may take them up for one voyage only? 
—Yes, I am aware of that Act. 

4710. Do not the answers you have given respecting the cheaper mode 
of the East-India Company obtaining freight contemplate the doing away 
with the Act of Parliament ?—Undoubtedly ; I consider the Act of Parlia¬ 
ment as obtained at the request of the East-India Company probably upon 
petition to the House of Commons. 

4711. Upon what ground do you consider that?—Because I consider it a 
question in which the state have little interest besides that of enabling the 
Company to trade to the best advantage. I consider the interests of this 
country are implicated in the best management of the East-India Company. 

4712. You have stated that the East-India Company engage more freight 
than their employment requires, upon what ground have you made that 
statement ?—In referring to the paper laid before the Court of Proprietors, 
I see the quantum of cargo put on board, and my own personal experience 
informs me that the ships formerly which sailed for Bombay on a voyage to 

China 


MINIS 
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China were only half-laden on the Company’s account; therefore I presume « May 1830. 

there was more tonnage than they required. 

4.713. Might it not be the case, that though the voyage from Bombay to 
China might not have required all the tonnage that was engaged, yet that 
the Company required the whole tonnage home from China ?—It might be 
so; but I conceive if a ship is to lose a number of tons of cargo, say one- 
third of her whole tonnage, by such management, it would be economy to 
let her go away with her whole cargo to make two returns to China; but to 
meet the contingency the agents of the East-India Company might have 
let the tonnage from Bombay to China; they need not have lost by it as 
merchants. 

4714«. Are you not aware that the tonnage which the Company do not 
require is let to captains and officers ?—I am not aware that it was done 
during the time I was in India; if it is let, it has been let since the period 
to which I advert. 

4715. Do you conceive that the high rate per ton of the six-voyage ships 
arises from the small number of those ships in existence, and from the Com¬ 
pany being in the hands of the ship-owners?—That certainly is very much 
my impression; and I believe Preference be had to the history of the East- 
India Company, it will be found that those ships were some of them owned 
by the Directors; that was found very objectionable, because it increased 
the expence of the ships. 

4716 . How long was that ago ?—I cannot say. 

4717. Are not some of the ships built and fitted out for the East-India 
Company owned by near relatives of the Directors ?—Aes. 

47 1 8 . Are not all the ships engaged by the Company taken up by public 
tender ?—The Act enjoins that they shall be. 

4719 . Have you any reason to believe that the Act is violated ? No. 

4720 . Is it not a condition in the Act that the lowest offer shall be the 
one accepted ?—I believe it is. 

4721. Would, therefore, the circumstance of a relation of a Director being 
an offerer be a reason for rejecting the ship, supposing that was the cheapest 
tender ?—I have not implied that it would be. 

4722. Is it the fact, that the rates paid by the Company are very con¬ 
siderably higher than the rates paid by the fair trader ?—Immensely different. 

4728. Do you mean to say that the freight of a ship, such as a 1200-ton 

ship, engaged for warfare and for commerce, is to be compared with the 

freight of a ship of 500 tons engaged for a single voyage to bring home cargo 

from India?—My calculation of the comparative saving is made on papeis 

laid before the Court of Proprietors; and I should myself, if 1 had a s up, 

conceive myself most fortunate in having it engaged for six voyages ceitain, 

in the same manner that I should prefer letting a house for six yeais certain 

instead of one. T -» 
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6 May 1830. 4724. Do you think a ship-owner would be a prudent man who should 

make an engagement for the six voyages at the present low rate of frieght ? 
< apt.W. Max field. —That is a question that would resolve itself into what the man contem¬ 
plated he could do with his ship ; however, I think the East-India Company 
would benefit considerably if they never took up ships for more than one 
voyage at a time, and if they trusted more to the market abroad for part of 
their return-freight if they could, because they might very frequently engage 
ships in India at a much lower rate. 

4725. Are you not aware that the Company do engage ships in India to 
bring home part of their tonnage ?—I am aware of it. 

4726. Do you think it would be prudent to trust entirely to the chance of 
tonnage home ?—Not entirely. 

4727 . Do you think that in case of war the supply of tea required for this 
country could be conveyed with as much safety and regularity in ordinary 
merchant ships as in the Company’s ships, armed as at present?—Un¬ 
doubtedly. 

4728. Will you refer to the Act of the 58th Geo. III. c. 83, cl. 3; does 
not that clause empower the Directors to take up ships which have per¬ 
formed their contract for six voyages in the service of the Company for any 
number of voyages which the discretion of the Court of Directors shall think 
fit ?—It does for a limited number of voyages, according to the discretion of 
the Court of Directors. 

4729. Are you able to state whether there are many ships of that descrip¬ 
tion ?—No ; I dare say there are some. 

4730. Are they not, in point of fact, freighted at lower rates than those 
engaged for six voyages ?—I believe the ships engaged for the conveyance of 
tea to North America are some of that class. 

4«73I. Do you not conceive that in the event of a tender for a certain 
number of ships, the contractor might very naturally look to the prices 
which have been paid for the last few years in making his tender?—Yes, I 
should think so. 

4732. Do you conceive that the limitation by law of the Company’s 
dividend to JLOj per cent, per annum operates beneficially or otherwise in 
conducting their commerce?—I cannot imagine any benefit it confers; and 
I should rather be induced to believe that when you take away the motive 
to acquire any advantage, you remove half the inducement for economy. 

4733. Were you with the late Sir Stamford Raffles when he formed the 
settlement at Sincapore in the year 1809?—I was. 

4734. What number of inhabitants did you find at Sincapore when you 
first arrived ?—They were principally fishermen; it was a small fishing 
village. 

4735. How long did you continue at Sincapore ?—I remained there several 
months, riding guard. 

4736 . How 
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4736. How soon after the British fleet was erected did the new settlers 6 May t aao. 

begin to arrive ?—Daily. Capt.W. Maafeld. 

4737. Did the Chinese come there ?—In great numbers. 

4738. Had you considerable intercourse with the Chinese colonists?— 

Yes, constantly; I met with them in every island of the Eastern Archi¬ 
pelago. 

4739. Did you consider them a commercial people ?—Peculiarly so. 

4740. Do you know any thing of the Chinese junks that navigate those 
seas ?—-Yes ; I captured two Chinese junks in the Straits of Gaspar coming 
from Batavia, bound to Amoy ; very large junks. 

4741. Had they valuable cargoes on board ?—Their cargoes were valued 
by papers we found on board at between £500 and £600 sterling. 

4742. Was there any trade at Sincapore when you were first acquainted 
with it ?—Nothing, except a trade in fish and some trifling trade of that sort. 

4743. Have you ever perceived any injury to the various establishments 
of the East-India Company from the influence of their commercial trans¬ 
actions ?—-I certainly conceive their commercial transactions operate parti¬ 
cularly to the injury at least of one of their establishments, and possibly ol 
many others, but certainly to the injury of the Bombay marine. 

4744. Were not the Company’s military marine sometimes put under 
the orders of their commercial marine?—Constantly, by the Court of 
Directors’ orders. 

4745. What was the object of that ?—I cannot determine, except that the 
Court of Directors always exhibited a strong predilection to make their 
merchant ships as warlike as possible, and their men-of-war as commei'cial as 
possible. 

4746. Do you conceive the exorbitant freight paid by the Company to 
increase the territorial charges of India ?—Undoubtedly. 

4747. In what way ?—Of course the military stores sent out to India for 
the different establishments, the tonnage of which is very considerable, and 
which comes under the head of political tonnage, if charged at the rate paid 
to their ships, instead of the rate at which it might be sent out, augments 
the expence in the ratio of the freights, and it increases the territorial charges 
in no small degree. 

4748. Do you conceive that the opening of the free trade has been bene¬ 
ficial to India, or the reverse ?—Undoubtedly beneficial. 
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Lunas, 10° die Maij 1830. 

Mr. WILLIAM WALFORD, called in, and examined. 

4-749. You have been an agent for the manufacturers of long ells ?—I-have. 

4750. Have you been engaged long in that business ?—All my life. 

4751 . And your family before you?—And my father and grandfather 
before me. 

4752. Have you been in tiie habit of selling long ells to the East-India 
Company ?—I have. 

4753. And also to the American traders and their agents ?—Yes. 

4754. What has been the practice of the Americans in purchasing in 
long ells ; have they been in the habit of purchasing those which have been 
rejected by the Company ?—I have frequently sold them the rejected goods 
of the Company. 

4755. Do you know why the Company reject those goods ?—They have 
been rejected from various causes, as being light, as being of an inferior 
quality, narrow sometimes. 

4756. Have the Americans paid you- a lower price for the articles in con¬ 
sequence of their inferiority ?—They have paid a lower price for them. 

4757. Does the inferiority of price bear reference to the comparative in¬ 
feriority of quality?—Yes, always bearing that proportion. 

4758. Have any other goods been made within your knowledge purposely 
for the American trade?—I know that I have had goods made, and I know 
that others have had goods made lighter for them. 

4759. Then the Committee is to understand, that the Americans have goods 
made of an inferior quality than those which the Company export ?—To my 
knowledge they have purchased goods which were made lighter j I do not 
know that they were made lighter expressly for them, but they were made 
lighter, and they purchased them. 

4760 . Was not the Company in the habit formerly of purchasing a superior 
quality at the price of 50s. apiece?—Yes; for many years together they 
used to purchase a quality called supers, almost the fabric of kerseymere, 
and they paid a proportion of 35 per cent, higher for them. 

4761 . Do you know for what cause that has been discontinued?—No, I 
never heard. 

4762 . Are you able to state whether the Company was in the habit of pur¬ 
chasing three descriptions of quality, distinguished by a striped, green, and 
red heading or ferrill, each differing °Zs. in price the one from the other, the 
striped being the finest and the red the lowest quality ?—Yes. 

4763 . Do you know that they now have ceased to send those various sorts, 

but 
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but have entirely confined their purchases to the green heading, the middling 
quality ?—Entirely. 

4764. What has been the description principally purchased by the Ame¬ 
ricans?—They have been distinguished by their green heading, considering 
that they bought the same quality ; the inferior goods which they have pur¬ 
chased have had the same heading. 

4765. Are you aware that the Company have made various experiments 
to purchase other articles, some at a higher price and some at a lower, with 
a view to push the manufactures of this country into China ?—I have known 
them to make several experiments of that nature. I recollect then pui~ 
chasing for two or three years, long ells, costing about one-third less t han 
those green headings; they bought for two or three years to the amount. 0 
about 20,000 long ells per annum, of that quality. 

4766. As far as your information goes, have they discontinued it?—They 
have discontinued it, I know. 

4767. Have the Company been endeavouring to supply themselves fiom 
Yorkshire within your knowledge ?—I have known them make two experi- 
ments in purchasing long ells in Yorkshire: one year they contracted for 
20,000 pieces; and I believe, they did not find the contract completed. 

4768. Do you happen to know what was the reason of the failure ? 1 

think the inspector said they did not consider them long ells; they were 
not a good imitation of the article. 

4769. From your knowledge of the dealings of the Company, can you 
state whether it was the Company’s practice to purchase by tender from 
agents, which latterly has been done by open competition among the manu¬ 
facturers?—When they first commenced purchasing long ells, they purchased 
from the agents ; the agents used to tender ; there were three or four agents 
only at that time. For the last ten or fifteen years they have sent circulars 
once a quarter round to the manufacturers themselves; the manufacturers 
send, individually, answers to those tenders. 

4770 Do you believe that any great combination exists among the large 
manufactured ?-I think that some of the large manufacturers, who possess 
mills and large capital, have an understanding one with the other; but 1 
consider that is defeated by the numerous smaller ones, who are also ten¬ 
dering at the same time, and who have no connection or understanding with 
them, and who are opposed to them in fact. 

4771. You think there is a sufficient and ample competition?—I think it 
impossible for a combination to exist among them. 

4772. Are not the prices of long ells now very considerably lower than they 
were known to be before ?—Certainly ; people used to consider that the 
price of the green heading used to vary from 33s. to 35s. for ten .0 i ten 
years together; the Company have lately purchased them between is. anc 

195. apiece. 4773. What, 
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4773. What, in your opinion, is the effect of the Company’s system of 
purchasing goods; do they pay dearer, or are they more cheaply supplied 
than private merchants by that mode of competition?—I should think they 
are supplied cheaper; I charge a less commission. 

4774. Are not the purchasers always sure of their money from the Com¬ 
pany?—Certainly; I charge two and a half per cent, guarantee with a 
private merchant, where a credit is given, which is not charged on goods 
sold to the Company; and I also charge a smaller commission on the Com¬ 
pany’s goods, because of the magnitude of the business. 

477<5. Have you. any means of knowing whether the American merchants 
pay agent’s or broker’s commission for buying goods?—I have always under¬ 
stood that they do; I know, at first, some of them did employ agents. 

4776- Has any attempt been made to introduce long ells into China 
through Russia?—I tried it myself once. 

4777. Did it succeed?—No, it did not. 

4778- Have you any reason to know the cause of the failure ?—The gen¬ 
tleman to whose care I entrusted them is now in England; and he said it 
was the immense distance over land that operated against it, and there was 
a fabric in Russia very similar to it, nearer the frontiers of China. 

4779. Does the Russian tariff affect it in any way ?—I should think it 
would. I was in conversation with this gentleman on Saturday, who had 
just received a new Russian tariff, in which there was a considerable aug¬ 
mentation of duties on British manufactures; and he stated that Prussian 
cloths were actually sent through Russia to China, and that the duties 
exacted upon them by the Russian government were very much lower than 
those upon British. 

4780. You are aware that the Company have a strict examination of every 
article that they purchase ?—I am perfectly aware of it. 

4781. The effect of which is to establish a character for those exports, 
which, under the Company’s mark, go all through China ?—I have always 
been told that it was kept up with that view, that a bale of the Company’s 
goods with their mark need not be opened. 

4782. Have you been concerned in dyeing for the Company, and also for 
private merchants ?—I was a partner in a dye-house in the neighbourhood of 
London, which was employed by the Company. 

4783. Have you been in the habit of dyeing for the American traders?— 

I have. 

4784. Do they always require the same quantity of dye, and the same 
attention to the article as the Company ?—They were not so particular about 
the quality of the dye. In some colours they differed. In dyeing scarlets 
there is what is called a three-quarter scarlet, which is only three-fourths of 
the depth in colour of the other scarlet. They used to have that, and the 
price was proportion ably lower; we used to charge them three-fourths of the 

price 
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price of the Company’s scarlet. There is a great deal of difference in 
inspecting goods after they are dyed. In inspecting by private merchants; 
burls and other imperfections were passed over without any minute in¬ 
spection, all which is done by the Company’s inspectors, who are persons 
employed on purpose. 

4785. Do you consider the best cloths to be the West-country cloths, or 

the Yorkshire manufacture ?--It has been but of late years that the East- 

India Company have at all adopted the cloths made m Yorkshire, and which 
were made in imitation of the West-country cloths at first, and they are not 
considered, I believe, at this moment so good. 

4786. Has the Company of late shown any disposition to buy cloths already 
dyed ?—They have purchased cloths already dyed of the V orkshire manu- 
fEcturcrSt 

4787. Has the proportion rejected been considefable to the proportion 
received?—I believe the proportion of the rejections has been very large. 

4788. Do you know what has become of the rejected cloths of the Com¬ 
pany ?—I believe they have always been sold at a lower price. I was ottered 
1,000 pieces last year by one manufacturer, which I refused. 

4789. Is pot the Company’s practice generally to buy cloths in white : It 
always used to be their plan. 

4790. Are not imperfections in the article better perceived in white than 
after it has been dyed ?—Decidedly; there are imperfections which the 
colours will hide, and which affect the quality of the cloth; it improves the 
appearance of the quality. 

4791. Is the mode of dyeing not so good in Yorkshire as it is in London. 
—I do not think the Yorkshire dyeing so good as the London dyeing. 

4792. Under the close inspection of the goods by the Company, have you 
ever found the Company severe and unreasonable in their examination, so 
as to bear hardly upon the manufacturers ?—I do not think I evei did. 

4793. Do you consider the Company are desirous of economy in the 
arrangement of their business?—I have always found them so as long as they 
could secure a superiority of the articles which they were shipping, they 
always appeared to direct their attention to economy. 

4794. Have you any knowledge of the practice of dyeing long ells putp e 
without cochineal ?—I have. When it was first adopted by the Company, 1 
had not at that time one of their shares of dyeing, but o erei o t 
whole of their purple long ells in the season of 1806 withoii coc mica . 
undertook at that time a contract for the dyeing of 30,000 ong e s - 
out cochineal; that was a saving of £15,000 to the Company on 
season. 

4795. Was it found to answer ?—It has been continued ever since. 

4796. Are you aware what quantity of lac has been imported from India 
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in the last ten years ?—The average importation of the last three or four 
years has been from 2,000 to 2,500 chests ; before that it was larger. 

4<797» What has been the effect of this increased importation upon the 
price?—The price is very much lower than it was. 

4798. What is the exportation annually ?—I believe from 200 to 300 
chests ; there is some goes to France direct. 

4799. Is not lac an article of export from the East-Indies?—It is a manu¬ 
facture of the East-Indies. 

4800. Where does the cochineal come from ?—From South America. 

4801. So that the effect has been to encourage an export from India ?—— 
The effect has been to exclude the use of cochineal in woollen dyeing through" 
out England. I recollect purchasing the first lac dye that came to the coun¬ 
try ; fifteen or twenty chests. 

4802. Do you mean that it has effected an entire exclusion, or only par¬ 
tial ?—I believe an entire exclusion. The India Company adopted it among 
the first, and it is used alone now in their manufactures. 

4803. You stated you had a share in the Company’s dyeing; will you 
explain what you mean by a share ?—It was divided into thirty-six propor¬ 
tions or shares. 

4804. In what way did you obtain that share of the Company’s dyeing ? 
—They appointed me to that share in the .year after 1 contracted for that 
large quantity of purple. 

4805. Was that by competition among all the dyers ?—The other dyers 
refused to undertake those purples. 

4806. Do you know in what way that dyeing was apportioned to the par¬ 
ties who took it; was there an advertisement and a tender ?—There was a 
tender, but no advertisement; the apportionment of the business was made 
by the Company. 

4807. In this case, was there any competition with respect to the dyeing 
of the cloths ?—There was a tender. 

4808. In what way were you apprized that there was a certain quantity 
of cloths to be dyed by the Company ?—Because they dyed them annually. 

4809. Is there an annual tender for the dyeing of cloths ?—There is. 

4810. In what way is that made public?—I believe it is by notice sent 
round from the Buying-office at the India-House to the different dyers. 

4811. Is it sent to the dyers only that have a share of the Company’s 
business ?—It is sent to them only. 

4812. When were you first appointed to a share ?—In the year 1807. 

4813. Do there still continue to be thirty-six dyeing-houses, among whom 
the business of the Company is apportioned ?—No, I believe it is discon¬ 
tinued 
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tinued. I myself have discontinued it some years, in consequence of the 

falling off of quantity and the low prices. 

4814 Is it not the fact, that dyeing is done much more cheaply in York¬ 
shire than in London ?—It is difficult to say whether it is cheaper, for it is 
not so well done ; the prices are lower, I believe. 

4815. Can you state, for instance, what the price for dyeing woollens is 

in London ?_-I do not know ; I have not turned my attention to it for the 

last four or five years. 

4816. You stated, that the long ells now purchased by the Company are 
at much lower prices than they used to be formerly ; are the whole of the 
woollens purchased by the Company lower in price now than they used to 
be ?—I should think they are. 

481^. Are you aware that there has been a very considerable falling oft in 
the export of woollens by the Company to China; for example, between 

1810 and 1828 ?_I should think upon cloths there was not a falling oft * upon 

long ells I should think there is. , 

4818. If the Parliamentary Returns state that in 1810 there were 237,lOo 
pieces exported by the Company, and in 1828 only 123,317, you are not able 
to account for that difference ?—The impression upon my mind was, that 
the quantity of cloth was rather increased, but that of long ells i educed, but 
I cannot explain the reason. 

4819. You stated that the Americans buy a lighter description of long 
ells; do you not imagine that they find that more suited to the China market, 
and therefore export it ?—I cannot say. 

4820. Are you aware that the export of woollens by the Americans to 
China has considerably increased ?—I should think it had not. 

4821. Was the dyeing carried on at a higher or lower rate of profit than 
that which prevailed in other branches of commercial adventure at thepenod 
when you were engaged in it ?—I gave it up, because i e 1 e P 

4822. Are the conditions of contract imposed by the Company so vexa¬ 

tious as to raise the price ?~I never considered them ^tious; I always 
considered them as necessary to preserve the quality of the goods they ex¬ 
ported. . 

4823. To what amount are their rejected cloths depreciated m pnce, if 
sold to merchants ?~I was offered 1,000 pieces last year that had been 
reiected ; and, as far as my recollection goes, they were offered at a reduc¬ 
tion of about five per cent, from the contract price of the Company. 

4824. Did you ever experience any inconvenience from having cloths 
that you had furnished to the Company rejected r—1 have had them re¬ 
jected. 

4825. Do they not often reject them for being a little lighter ?— ihey 

d0, 4 M • 4826. Is 
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4826. Is hot it very difficult to act up to the exact letter of the Com¬ 
pany’s contract in a large order ?—Not at all. 

4827- You stated that you had supplied considerable quantities of long 
ells to the Americans ; did you ever supply any to Messrs. Baring & Co. ? 
—-I do not recollect that ever I did ; I may have sold them to their agent. I 
believe that when they first went into the trade, they employed an agent to 
purchase for them. 

4828. Has it been your practice, when you have sold goods on American 
account, to pack those goods ?—No, I never pack them. 

4829. Is it consistent with yonr knowledge what marks were put upon 
them ?—No, I have lost sight of them after they were delivered from my 
warehouse. 

4830. In cases where goods have been returned to you by the East-India 
Company, on what terms have you been able to part with them ?—It de¬ 
pended entirely upon how inferior they were to the standard they ought to 
have been ; it varies from five to ten per cent.; perhaps not more than ten 
per cent. 

4831. Are the conditions imposed by the Company, upon a preparation 
of those goods under the contracts, such as to render the manufacture of them 
much more difficult than for a private merchant ?—I should think not; I 
have known one manufacturer have 10,000 long ells looked over or inspected, 
and not more than four or five pieces rejected. 

4832. In making a tender under those contracts of the Company, do yOu 
take into the account, in your calculation, the conditions they impose ?—-I 
am only the agent of the manufacturers, arid they make the tenders ; for¬ 
merly the agents used to make the tenders, and we were never instructed 
by our manufacturers to make any allowance for that. 

4833. As agents for those manufacturers, had you ever to answer the 
demands of private merchants?—-Continually ; it was part of my business. 

4834. Was there any difference between the tenders you made to private 
merchants and those to the Company, in point of price ?—There was no ma¬ 
terial difference. We would rather sell to the Company, and perhaps would 
sell cheaper to them than to private merchants, because we were more secure 
of our money; and because at a private merchant’s, where credit is given, I 
charge two and a half per cent, for a guarantee. 

4835. Then the conditions imposed by the Company, you conceive, have 
no effect in raising the.price of the manufactures?—I never heard them 
complained of, till within these four or five years. 

4836. Is it the custom of the trade to sell the rejected articles at their 
cost in the white state, supposing them to be dyed ?—The practice of the 
Company, until within these last four or five years, has been to buy the 
whole of their goods in the white state'; the purchasing in the dyed state 
has been only lately introduced by them. What sacrifice they might make 

on 
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<j>n those dyed goods that were rejected, I do not know. I know that 10 May 1880. 
1,000 cloths that were offered to me last year, were offered at a redaction jy Watford. 
of about five per cent.; they were dyed, and they were scarlets and 
purples, and the value of the dyeing constituted a great deal more than the 
five per cent. 

4837. Are you aware that, with the exception of broad cloths, there is a 
falling off in every article of woollens in the year 1828, as compared with 
1810?—I have no means of referring to dates; lam aware that the Com¬ 
pany’s export of long ells now is less than it was in former years. 

4838. Are you aware that in some years the export of long ells on Ame¬ 
rican account has increased?—1 am not aware of that, nor do I think it 
has increased in the proportion in which the Company’s has fallen-off. I 
think that, last year, the American exports decreased. 

Mr. WILLIAM IRELAND, called in, and examined. 

4839. You are a partner in the house of William Ireland and Company ? Mr. IV. Ireland. 
—-I am. 

4840. Where do you carry on your business ?—In London in Alderman- 
bury, and in Gloucestershire at Chalford, near Stroud. 

4841. What description of cloths do you and your partners chiefly manu¬ 
facture ?—-Principally cloths adapted for the China market. 

4842. What do you call them ?—There are three descriptions ; the first 
are Spanish stripes, the second supers, and the third worsters. 

4843. What is the mode of supplying the East-India Company?—By 
contract. 

4844. Is it under contract offered to your house only, or to the public ? 

—To all the respectable manufacturers either in Yorkshire or Gloucester¬ 
shire. I have a circular which I received from the Company for a contract, 
inviting tenders from all the manufacturers. 

[The witness produced the same .] 

4845. Is it sent to all the respectable manufacturers ?—I never knew it 
refused to ally respectable manufacturer who made an application tor it. 

4846. How long have you been in the habit of supplying cloths to the Com¬ 
pany?— Eleven years in my own firm : but I was seven years with Messrs. 

Fryer and Telford. ... 

4847. In this circular are there any clauses more or less objectionable m 
your opinion ?—I do not apprehend there are ; at least I have not had any 
complaint from my connections respecting the clauses. 

4848. Particularly with reference to the 3d, 5th, 7th, Sth, and 11th ; do 

you apprehend they are essential to protect the Company from being im- 
* J 4 M2 posed 
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posed upon, and put to great inconveniences ?—I think they are; the third 
clause respects the weight and length of the cloth. 

4849. All of which is ascertained by overlookers appointed by the Com¬ 
pany ?—It is. 

4850. Do you consider that they are judges of cloth?—I consider them 
very good judges of cloth. 

4851. Do they ever reject without proper cause, in your opinion ?—I 
think there is frequently cause for a great many more rejections than there 
are. 

4852. In the event of a trifling difference in quality being found, is it the 
practice of the Company to take it, giving the turn to the manufacturer ?— 
It has been the practice with me and my connections. 

4853. In the event of any cloths being rejected by the Company, how 
have you disposed of them?—I think the first serious objections were in 
1819 and 1820; they were Spanish stripes ; and I disposed of them to Mr. 
Henry Hughes, who afterwards disposed of them to Mr. Everett for 
shipping through the Americans to China. 

4854. Were they inferior in quality ?—They were inferior in quality j and 
we sold them at a considerable loss. 

4855. At what loss ?—The contract price of the Company at that time 
was £13. 15.y. per piece; and I sold the rejected cloths to Mr. Everett and 
Mr. Hughes at that period at £11.14$., which was £2. Is. per piece loss 
upon them. 

4856. Were those dyed cloths or white ?—They were white. The Com¬ 
pany always purchased in white then ; it is only very recently they have 
purchased dyed cloths; the last year was the first season they have pur¬ 
chased the whole quantity of Spanish stripes dyed. 

4857. When you were in the habit of offering goods to the Company, did 
the conditions of the contract impose upon you the necessity of putting an 
extra price upon the article ?—I should conceive not; at all events, we 
never lay on an extra price for them. I always go down previous to the 
contract taking place, and consult with my partners, because we are guided 
entirely by the state of the wool market; I have never known that we 
have laid on any thing for extra risk, in consequence of the Company’s 
conditions. 

4858. Is not the mode of payment by the Company in ready money at a 
certain time after delivery ?—We consider the Company’s payment preferable 
to any other, because we can calculate to an hour on getting the money, 
provided we fulfil our part of the contract. 

4859. Do you find that those contracts in any way give you more trouble 
in selling to the Company than in selling to individuals?—I do not; in fact 
I had a very recent instance to the contrary, by the last fleet that went out 

to 
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to China; I had a great deal more difficulty in supplying 200 ends of cloth 10 May 1830. 
to an individual that shipped them for one of the captains, than I ever had 
even with the Company. 

4860. Do you know whether the Company have increased or decreased 
their orders of late?—When I first commenced the business m 1819, the 
Company shipped 7.000 pieces, which is 14,000 ends; they used to buy 
them at that period in whole cloths, now thev buy them in ends; they have 
increased their purchase of Spanish striped cloths to 24,000 ends; they first 
increased about the year 1824 to 10,000 pieces, and since that period they 
have increased to 12,000 pieces. There was also an increase of the supeis 
at that period ; there were 2,000 pieces of supers contracted for ; there are 

now 3,000 contracted for, which go to China. 

4861. All those articles have been supplied from Gloucestershire ?—1 he 
greater part of those articles were supplied from Gloucestershire ; some few 
from the Yorkshire manufactories, but very few. 

4862. Has not this increase of the Company’s exports been very beneficial 
to the labouring classes and the manufacturers?—I can only speak as to my 
own district!' flad it not been for the Company’s trade last winter, I am 
perfectly satisfied that some hundreds of our peop e must have starved, for 
the poor’s rate would not have supported them at all. 1 am speaking of the 

parish of Bisley. 

4863. Have you found the Company arbitrary in their dealings with you ? 

_I have had no reason to complain of the Company. 1 find them just in 

their dealings; and I am satisfied that if we had not the restrictions in the 
circulars we have, the Company would be very much imposed upon. 

4864. What restrictions do you mean?—I mean with respect to weight 

and length. „ , ^ , 

4865. You have stated that the ultimate disposition of the Company s re¬ 
jected broad cloths was for the American market?— It was some few years ago. 

About fifteen years ago, there was a demand for this description of cloths for 
pelisses • they^were bought up by the job-houses, who supplied Cranbourn- 
alley and that neighbourhood; but recently that demand has been done 
away with, and better cloth is made use of. _ 

4866. Ts it within your knowledge that when the Company s circulars are 

issued, the manufacturers meet together to fix the priceat^.heSahuflcturers 
—Such a thing has been attempted some years ago, but the manufacturers 

are of such a .fealous disposition that it is impossib e for ™ ev ^ 
together; and so particular are we, that I generally leave London on the 
night on which we make the tender, and I am closeted with my partners all 
the day. We never could combine together. 

4867. Is it your opinion, that the Company buy under an open compe¬ 
tition at the lowest possible price?—I am satisfied of it. I have been cut 
out of supplying many hundred pieces of 34 yards, by Id. o\ 2. pei piece 

of cloth * 4868. You 
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4868. You have stated that there has been an increase in the export on 
the part of the Company, of Spanish stripes and supers; are you aware 
whether there has been a decrease or an increase in their export of other 
species of woollen goods ?—-I am not 

4869. Are you not aware that the quantity exported by the Company of 
long ells, camlets, and worleys, has considerably decreased during that pe¬ 
riod ?—I am not. 

4870. You reside in London ?—I do. 

4871. Can you state what number of the fine woollen manufacturers in 
Gloucestershire make tender to the East-India Company for their contracts ? 
—A great many of them do. Messrs. Stanton and Sons tender regularly; 
Messrs. Macleans, of Stanley mill, tender regularly. 

4872. Do the parties that make these tenders to the East-India Company 
carry on an extensive business for other parties ?—They do, very extensive. 
I should think Messrs. Stantons have the best business in fine cloths in the 
county of Gloucester. 

4878. Can superfine or Spanish striped cloths be dyed in Gloucestershire 
at as low a price as they can in London ?—Lower, I conceive. 

4874. Do you know whether they can dye as cheap in Gloucestershire as 
they can in Yorkshire ?—I think quite as cheap, because the Yorkshire people 
competed with us, and we have beaten them out of the market. The last 
contract they did not get a single yard of it; and one of the principal York¬ 
shire contractors, whom I met this morning, told me that he should not com¬ 
pete at all the next contract. 

4875. In answer to question 2966, Mr. Dixon stated that the London 
price for dyed Spanish striped cloths, purple, is 2 s. 4 d. per yard, and in 
Yorkshire Is. 6d. ; can you inform the Committee whether to your know¬ 
ledge that statement is correct or no?—I cannot; but I can state what the 
public dyers in Gloucestershire charge for dyeing Spanish striped cloths 
purple; their price is 44s. for dyeing a piece of purple of 34 yards, less five 
per cent., which reduces it to 42s.; and it appears by Mr. Dixon’s evidence 
that the Yorkshire price is 51s. 

4876. Will you look at the statement in Mr. Dixon’s evidence in page 
298; should you have any objection to make out a statement like that of 
your prices ?—I have no objection to give the public dyers’ prices in Glouces¬ 
tershire, but I could not give you my own, because it is blended with the 
state of the manufacture. I believe we are the only house that dye the 
whole of our colours, and finish the whole of our cloth upon our own pre- 
mises; for when I found that the Company had altered their system, I went 
down and engaged a London dyer to reside there for the purpose of dyeing. 

4877. Is every cloth you supply the Company with dyed?—.It is. 

4878. Upon what occasion was it you took that step ?—,-When the Com- 
pany commenced buying all their cloths dyed and finished, 


4879. Are 
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4879* Are you speaking of cloth that is dyed in the wool or dyed in the 
piece ?—I am speaking of cloth that is dyed in the piece. 

4880. Will you look at the statement given by Mr. Dixon, of the York¬ 
shire prices, and make any observations which occur to you respecting it ?— 
In the first place, I observe that the first colour mentioned here is higher by 
9s. a piece than the Gloucestershire price. For the black also; we pay 6s. a 
piece for dyeing blacks, and I see the Yorkshire price is 11s. 4 d. 

4881. Are you aware of the fact that the woollen trade is to a certain de¬ 
gree leaving Gloucestershire, and going to Yorkshire ?—Some of the fine 
trade is, but a portion of it has come back again. With respect to the scar¬ 
let, the Gloucestershire price is 37 s., and I find that the Yorkshire price is 
48s. 2d. 

4882. Will you prepare a statement of the Gloucestershire prices pf dyeing, 
for the information of the Committee, similar to that furnished by Mr. Dixon 
of the Yorkshire prices?—I will. 

[The Witness delivered in the following papers, which were read, as follow :] 


A STATEMENT of Prices for Dyeing 100 Pieces Spanish Stripe Cloths, of thirty- 
four yards each, in Gloucestershire, with the Proportions of each Colour shipped 
by the East-India Company, by the Gloucestershire Dyers. 


no 
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4 
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0 each 

£. s. 
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100 Pieces of Cloth.. 





Deduct 5 per cent, discount for two months’ 
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Average per piece £ 1. ~s. 8£rf. 



£ 
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Wm. Ireland. 
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A STATEMENT of Mr. A. Dixon’s Prices for Dyeing 100 Pieces of Spanish Stripe 
Cloths in Yorkshire, with the proportions of eaclt colour shipped in every 100 
Cloths of thirty-four yards long, by the East-India Company. 


28 

Purple... 

£. s. 

d . 

0 each 

£. s. 

71 8 

d. 

0 

25 

Black .. 


4 

14 3 

4 

15 

Scarlet (Lac)... 

. 2 8 

2 

36 2 

6 

8 

Brown ....* 


6 

10 4 

0 

14 

Mazarine Blue.. 


8 

15 17 

4 

7 

Light Blue..... 


8 

7 18 

8 

l 

Ash. 


4 

0 11 

4 

l 

Green,... 


0 

0 17 

0 

1 

Yellow.... 


0 

0 14 

0 

100 Pieces of cloth, averaging...,...*, 


0 | 

157 16 

2 


Wm. Ireland. 


WILLIAM ASTELL, Esq. a Member of the Committee, delivered in the 
following Paper, which was read, as follows: 

CONTRAST of the Prices which Mr. Abraham Dixon, in his Evidence before the 
Committee of the House of Commons on East-India Affairs, (9th March 1830) 
p. 298, states to be paid to the London Dyers for the East-India Company’s Assort¬ 
ment of Superfine Spanish Stripes ; and the last Prices paid by the Company for 
Dyeing to the London Dyers. 


Proportion 
in 100. 


Mr. Dixon. 

Dyeing and setting. 

East India 
Company’s Prices., 
20th Feb. 1828, 
being the last 
London Contract. 




£. s. d. 

£« s . d. 

28 

Purple, per whole cloth of thirty-four yards... 

3 19 0 

2 119 

25 

Black . . ... . .. 

0 19 0 

1 1 9 

15 

Lac Scarlet .. . . . 

3 11 6 

3 4 7 

14 

Mazarine Blue... . . .. 

2 11 6 

2 13 9 

8 

Dark Brown ..... . 

1 9 0 

2 5 9 

7 

Light Blue . . . ... . 

1 9 0 

2 3 9 

l 

Ash colour .. . . 

0 19 0 

1 5 9 

1 

Saxon Green ... 

not stated. 

2 0 9 

l 

Deep Yellow . . . 

not stated. 

1 13 9 

100 ch 

oths. 
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JAMES COSMO MELVILL, Esq. again called in; and further examined. 

4883. In your answer to question 4298, in p. 573, you say, “ that com- 
bining ordinary usage, as respects interest being included in the invoice 
charges, with the parliamentary enactment, the upset price of the tea should 
include interest from the time of the first expenditure to the time when the 
sale proceeds of the teas are realized.” This may be the practice and the 
mode of computation pursued by a private merchant; but will you explain 
in what way it seems to you that the parliamentary enactment, to which you 
have referred, gives power to the Company to charge interest prior to the 
arrival of the tea in England ?—The parliamentary enactment authorizes 
the Company to charge prime cost and the charges of importation. If inte¬ 
rest were not included up to the period of arrival, I apprehend it would not 
be the prime cost and charges, but prime cost and charges minus interest, 
because the public in that case would have the free use of the Company’s 
capital, which I never can believe was intended. 

4884. In answer to question 4300, p. 573, you say, “ that the charge which 
the Company make of interest under the Commutation Act is for eighteen 
months; and you have ascertained that the average period that the tea in 
warehouse here is twenty months.” Why does the Company resort to a mode 
of charging interest which, according to your statement, is less advantageous 
than if you charged interest for the period that the tea is in warehouse here; 
and the Committee put this question the more especially, because that which 
you state would be the most advantageous for the Company would, it is 
evident, be in stricter conformity with the wording of the Commutation Act? 
—At the period that the Company determine to put up the tea to sale, they 
cannot possibly say how long all of it will remain in warehouse; it therefore 
is necessary that they should proceed upon estimate, and my wish was to 
inform the Committee that I had ascertained that the estimate which the 
Company so make is accurate, and within bounds. 

4885. When did you ascertain that ?—Previously to my last examination 
before this Committee. 

4886. Did you ever ascertain, during any part of the prior years when the 
estimate was formed, that the number of months was longer than the esti¬ 
mate you have taken ?—The period of eighteen months, which the Com¬ 
pany charge, is necessarily that which must always occur, as the Company’s 
ships arrive only at one period of the year; and the Act of Parliament re¬ 
quires that there should at least (for it is a minimum) be always a year’s con¬ 
sumption on hand. It is clear, therefore, that the actual period must be 
eighteen months, or the Act would be violated. 

4887. With reference to the present market price of silver, you say, in an¬ 
swer to question 4305, page 574, “ that upon an average of all the years 
since 1814-15, there is only a fractional difference between, the value of the 

4 JSJ rupee 
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May 1830. rupee at the market price and at the old standard.” This may be; but would 
MefriU E ^ not * iave l)een a more correct and a more strictly mercantile mode of pro- 

e u ’ ceeding, to have considered what was the market price of silver each sepa¬ 

rate year, and not what it was upon the average of years ?—Possibly it might 
have been ; though I would explain that the standard of 5s. 2d. still existed 
in 1817> and that so late as 1819, Mr. Tooke, in his evidence before a Com¬ 
mittee of the House of Commons, stated distinctly that 5s. 2d. was then the 
standard. 

4888. You say in answer to question 4808, page 575, that “ the old rate 
of 6s.8d. per tale was recognized in 1781, in a paper appended to the Ninth 
Report of the Select Committee of the House of Commons on East-India 
Affairsthe Committee wish to ask you whether that rate, having been so 
recognized in 1781, is the Company’s justification for continuing, whatever 
may be the exchange at Canton upon England, so to rate the tale, that is, 
for continuing to rate the tale at 65. 8 d. ?, —That valuation of 6s. 8 d. per tale 
is not merely recognized in the report of I78I, but it is also recognized by 
the Select Committee on East-India Adairs in their Fourth Report in 1812, 
in which they state “ the common valuation of the tale of 6s. 8 d. will be as¬ 
sumed in the sequel to this Report $” and I would further state, that it is 
convenient and necessary in affairs so extensive and complicated as the Com- 

S ’s are, that they should in all their accounts observe fixed rates of 
ange ; the only question, I conceive, that can arise, is whether the rates 
which they so observe are fair as medium rates. If they are not so, or if 
through a change in circumstances they have ceased to be so, then I think 
it must be admitted that the Company ought to alter them. When a revo¬ 
lution took place in the Indian exchanges, in consequence of the opening of 
the trade, the Court of Directors were anxious to alter their fixed rates of 
exchange. The Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India were of a 
different opinion, and they would not allow the rates to be altered. Hence 
it became necessary for the Court of Directors to continue the old rate of 
6s. 8c?. in the China accounts, because the repayments by the Indian territory 
to the Company’s commerce via China were made at the rates which the 
Board controlled. 

4889. In answer to question 4313, page 576, you stated ‘'that the terri¬ 
tory obtains great advantage by remitting the three millions sterling annually 
at the Board rates of exchange, 2s. 3d.’ 84 per sicca rupee j” but in answer 
to question 4307, page 574, you state “that the Company have never ac¬ 
quiesced in the rates of exchange prescribed by the Board will you recon¬ 
cile what seems to be a contradiction. In one answer you attribute great 
advantage to the Indian territory with respect to the Board’s rates of ex¬ 
change, whereas in a preceding answer you state the Company’s hostility to 
those rates: and you observe, that had the Company sanctioned those rates 
in computing the cost of tea, the raising of the upset price of tea would be 
the consequence ?—-The Court’s objection to the rates of exchange prescribed 

by 
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by the Board was one of account. The only difference by the adoption of 
the Court’s plan, in lieu of that prescribed by the Board, would have been, 
that the territory, instead of getting an advantage in exchange, would have 
got the same amount advantage directly from the surplus commercial profits 
of the Company under the Act of the 53d ; the territory, therefore, would 
have been in the same position as it is now. It would only have been a 
change in account. 

4890. In answer to question 4324, page 577» you state that “ the tale has 
been placed in China, by consignment of British manufactures, at 7s. *49, 
would it be in your power to let the Committee know in detail how 
you have come to this conclusion ?—If the Committee wish for such an ac¬ 
count, that can of course be produced. 

4891. Supposing the adventure made by the Company in manufactured 
goods from England, or from India, upon which there should be a loss of 
fifty per cent., should you feel the Act of Parliament was not strained by 
the charging the tale at a rate which would cover that loss ?—I have stated 
in my last examination, that such a loss would properly affect the value of 
the tale, as I regard all the consignments as remittances. 

4892. In answer to question 4338, page 580, you have stated “ that the 
necessity of transferring from India to England about £4,000,000 sterling 
per annum, is a circumstance presenting a formidable obstacle to the growth 
of a profitable export trade from this country, either to India or to China;” 
is it then your opinion, that neither China nor India will ever become 
extensive markets for British manufactures ?—I could not presume to say so 
at any period; but more especially at a period like the present, when the 
commerce of nations is so much better understood than it used to be. 
What l wished to impress upon the Committee was, a sense of the difficulty 
to which any thing like a free trade to India or to China must be subject, 
from the obligation under which India is placed, of annually effecting 
a large remittance, irrespective of returns in the ordinary course of trade. 

4893. Do you consider that the same difficulty would apply were a like 
remittance to be due from any one part of this empire to another ?—I con¬ 
ceive a similar difficulty would apply to the case of trade between this 
country and another; that if this country had to make a large payment to 
another country, it would be the same kind of difficulty, differing only in 
degree. 

4894. Would it apply to the different parts of the same empire ?—-It does 
not seem to me that the cases are quite similar. 

4895. Do you not think that in the event of a free trade between this 
country and China, and thus putting an end to the Company’s monopoly, 
the active enterprise and eager competition of private individuals would by 
degrees lead to the introduction into China of our manufactures upon a far 
more extended scale than exists at present?—I apprehend that nobody 
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10 May 1830- would send goods to India or to China, but with a view to obtain returns for 

- them. I think that the capacity of those countries to yield returns to 

C. Melvill , Esq. a profitable market is checked by the circumstance I have mentioned 
respecting remittances ; but no doubt if the demands upon India could be 
reduced, or if the marketable returns from India could be increased, there 
would be greater facility for the sale of British manufactures. 

4896. You have referred to the demands upon India for remittance to 
England; and although the Committee are now engaged in the China trade, 
this so blends India and China together, that the Committee wish to ask 
you, whether you do not think that the resources of India might be vastly 
enlarged if British capital and British skill were applied to India more 
extensively than is the case at present ?—1 hardly feel myself competent to 
give an opinion upon a point of that kind. It certainly seems to be de¬ 
sirable, as far as possible, that the resources of India should be developed 
to the utmost extent that they can be, consistent with the securities and 
interests of the native inhabitants, towards whom it appears to me we owe 
an obligation paramount to every other consideration involved in this dis¬ 
cussion. 

4897. Referring to what you have said respecting the remittances from 
India, would not those remittances be effected with as much ease and advan¬ 
tage through private trade as through the Company’s trade ?—I would state 
as a matter of fact, that, upon a comparison of the Company’s remittances 
since 1814 with the rates of exchange prevalent in India for bills upon 
England, the Company have gained a penny per rupee by effecting their 
remittances through trade as compared with the rate of private bills. Were 
it practicable to effect so large a remittance through private trade, the 
Committee will see that the private trader must cover his expense in making 
that remittance, and that he could never afford to give the Indian territory 
the advantage that the Company’s profits now give to it of 2s. 3d. *84 per 
sicca rupee. 

4898. From the advantages derivable to the British public by the results 
of free trade, might not means be found of enabling the Company to pay in 
England the India territorial charges ?—It will be for the wisdom of Parlia¬ 
ment to consider whether the possible advantage to this country of an open 
trade with China would compensate for the certain cost of making up to 
India the losses which it would sustain by the trade being thrown open. 

4899. What would it lose?—It will lose that which it now gets from the 
Cotnpany’s commerce in the shape of exchange, and in the shape of direct 
contribution. The real deficiency of the Indian territory to pay the terri¬ 
torial charges, since 1814, has, to the best of my recollection, amounted to 
about £20,000,000 sterling; but the debt which the territory has been 
obliged to incur in consequence falls short of that by about £7,000,000 
sterling, which has been made up by the commerce. 

4900. Do you mean to say that £7,000,000 have been gained in commerce 
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by the East-India Company since 1814?—Upwards of £12,000,000, com- io May 1830. 
puting the accounts at the mercantile interest of the Board’s rates of — 
exchange? which latter rates are observed in the Company’s accounts of profit L Meimu, mq 
and loss; so that what the territory gained in the shape of exchange does 
not appear in that account as profit, but merges in the prime cost. 

4901. Do you mean that the Company has applied £12,000,000 of its 
commercial profits to territorial payments, besides the difference which is 
gained. by the territory in the Board’s exchange ?—No, including that. I 
mean, that if the Company had been completely separated from the Indian 
territory, and had acted only as merchants, under the provisions of the law 
applicable to them in that character, they would now have been £12,000,000 
richer than they are, and the territory would have been so much poorer. 

4902. Of that £12,000,000, cau you state what portion is China trade?-— 

I can only refer the Committee to the accounts they have upon their table. 

4903. From all that you have stated in the evidence you have given, is 
not the conclusion inevitable that the public of this country are taxed for 
India; the only question being whether the amount shall be obtained by 
the East-India Company through their monopoly, or by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer directly ?—I really am not prepared to say that the public of 
this country are taxed for India; but I am prepared to say that India 
does essentially depend upon the profits of the China trade as administered 
by the Company. 

' 4904. If the trade were thrown open, of course it would still be com¬ 
petent to the Company to trade with China; and if the possession of large 
capital and of all the other immense advantages arising from establishments 
already formed, and from influence in China obtained and fixed when there 
were no competitors; if all those and other advantages could not enable the 
Company to struggle successfully with private traders, is it not an obvious 
inference that the existing monopoly cannot fail to be injurious to the 
British empire ?—I think that the Company’s trading and individuals trading 
in competition might have effects mutually injurious without the country’s 
being benefited. The Company might undoubtedly still trade, and those 
advantages which are enumerated in the question would afford them an 
opportunity, I conceive, of trading successfully in competition with private 
fnerchants • but of course their profits, if they had competitors, would be 
much less than they are now, and that decrease of profit would pro tanto 
prevent their ministering to the aid of the Indian territory. 

4905. Would not that decrease of profit be for the benefit of the con¬ 
sumer of the tea in England ?—If he got the tea cheaper. 

4906. Would he not do so?—-I am not prepared to say that he would, as • 
that depends upon considerations applicable to the trade in China as well as 
in England. 

4907* In the statement which Mr. Rickards delivered in of the profits of 
the Company’s tea trade, and in your correction ol it, in page 589, the 

Committee 


648 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 


10 May 1830. Committee observe that the tale, in the computation of the prime cost of the 
r r *777,, v tea, has been taken at 6s. Sd .; does not that include the loss at the Board’s 
1 ’ rate ?—-Yes, it does. The difference between the Board’s and the mercantile 
rates forms a further deduction to be made from Mr. Rickards’s result, if the 
object be to ascertain the real out-turn of the tea trade in a commercial 
point of view. 

4908. It has been stated to this Committee by Mr. Rickards, in answer to 
question 3790 a, that the balance deficient of the Company has increased, 
since 1815, from £2,611,311 to £10,102,812 ; is that statement correct ?-I 
An examination of the accounts to which Mr. Rickards refers will show 
that they are not confined to the Company’s commerce, but that they 
embrace the whole of their affairs, territorial and commercial. It has never 
been denied that the debt of India has been increased considerably since 

4909. In your answer to question 437-5 page 587, you stated that in Mr. 
Rickards’s account of the profits of the tea trade he has included in his 
charges several items already included in the invoice amount; will you 
specify what those chaiges are, and can you, if called upon, prove your 
statement by the production of an account ?—Undoubtedly. The invoice 
cost of the tea comprises the freight of the outward consignments, and also 
what are called “the proportional charges” upon the homeward, with all the 
expenses incurred in China, and paid there. 

4910. Will you explain the cause of the variation in the amount of freight 
and demurrage ?—Mr. Rickards has taken the whole of the commercial 
freight disbursed within the year; whereas I have taken only that portion 
of the commercial freight which applies to the tea brought home, and in¬ 
cluded in Mr. Rickards’s account. Mr. Rickards includes the freight appli¬ 
cable to the India as well as the China trade, and also the outward as well 
as the homeward freight from China; whereas the outward is comprised in 
the invoice cost. 

. *9n ; . Will you furnish an account of the freight and other charges laid 

on the outward goods which ought not to be included in the account, but 
which Mr. Rickards, as you suppose, has included, for the same years to 
which Mr. Rickards’s statement relates ?—Such an account can be prepared 
if the Committee desire it. 

4912. Will you also explain why you credit the account with the sale to the 
amount of 27,975,0411bs. while Mr. Rickards states it as only 25,492,0011bs. ? 
---rhe amount of 27,975,04Ubs. is the quantity of tea stated on the other 
side as having been imported, deducting only the Company’s expenditure in 
wastage. 

4913. 1 he Committee observe, that you have re-credited the same 
Charges for interest; will you explain why you have so done, for this item 
causes a material difference between the result of your statement and that 
of Mr. Rickards ?—Mr. Rickards’s account is professedly framed for the 

purpose 
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purpose of showing that there has not been a sufficient profit from the tea i o May 1830 
trade to pay the interest upon the bonds and the dividends to the pro- 
prietors. If that had not been his object, I could have understood how, 
looking at the Company’s accounts merely as the accounts of merchants, he 
would consider that the interest was a proper charge; but as it is interest 
upon the Company’s own capital, it is quite clear, that, if exhibited as a 
charge, it must, in some way or other, be re-credited, and go to make a part 
of the fund from which the Company’s dividend is paid, because that 
dividend must comprise interest for the use of the capital. Whatever may 
be the best mode, upon strictly mercantile principles, of making out an ac¬ 
count of profit and loss, I apprehend that in the conduct of the Company’s 
trade they unite the characters of capitalists, of traders, and of underwriters; 
and that in each of those characters they receive a gain of some sort. As 
capitalists, they receive the gain which every man receives from lending out 
his money at interest •, as traders, they receive the profits of trade, deduct¬ 
ing interest; and as underwriters, they receive the profits of their under¬ 
writing account. But when they are called upon to state their accounts oi 
profit and loss, they are bound, 1 conceive, to state them in reference to the 
provisions of the Legislature, which appropriate to specific objects the 
whole of the Company’s funds, from whatsoever source received. If there¬ 
fore the Company stated interest as a charge, and did not re-credit it, their 
account would show a balance to that extent short of the fund which the 
law has declared to be appropriable. 

4914 . Have the Company any capital which is available for the pur¬ 
poses of trade ?-—Undoubtedly. I will read to the Committee a question 
put to the Accountant-general of the Company in the Committee of the 
House of Lords, and his answer. “Are you enabled to state the total 
amount of the commercial capital of the East-India Company, appropriated 
to territorial purposes under the Act of the 53 d George III. ?—The total 
commercial capital of the Company abroad and at home, on the 1st of 
May 1828 as to England, and the 1st of May 1827 as to India, was 
£21, 731 , 869 .” 

4915 . How does that appear ?—The particulars are stated in the accounts 
of stock per computation, which are before this Committee. 

4916. Does that include the fixed capital as well as the floating capital? 

—It does. 

4917. Upon that capital, as so stated, what is the clear mercantile profit ? 

—I apprehend that can only be shown by the aggregate statement of the 
Company’s commercial gains, including not merely their profits in trade, 
but also the interest of their funded property, and of the debt due to them' 
by the Indian territory. 

4918. Upon this capital of £21,781,869, what is the clear net profit 
derived from all the trade of the Company in its different branches ? Such 
an account can be made out; but I presume, if the Committee wish to have 
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it upon mercantile principles, we must take the mercantile rate of exchange, 
which we have never observed. 


4919. Is the profit of the trade with India and China that derived from 
the employment of their commercial capital of £21,731,869?—No; be¬ 
cause all their commercial capital is not employed in that way. A part of 
their commercial capital is in the funds in the East-India annuities, 
which produces a considerable income ; a further part is on loan to the 
territory. 

4920. Did not the accountant mean, in the statement you have read, 
the capital which the Company possess in their commercial character ?— 
Clearly. 

4921. In the statement of profit and loss on the trade between this 
country and India, it appears that in the year 1828-9 there was a loss of 
£531,812; from what fund is that loss provided ?—That is the result at 
the Board’s rates. The question refers to the India trade, the accounts of 
which have not come under my notice. 

4922. By an account before the Committee it appears that the net loss 
upon the trade from India to China, in the year 1828-9, was £70,470, and 
upon the trade between India and England £531,812; and further it ap¬ 
pears that the net profit of the trade between England and China for the 
same year was £741,089, and the net profit to the North American colonies 
£13,796, making together £754,855 ; now in the calculation of this profit 
upon the trade from China, was allowance made for the loss in the other 
two branches of trade, India and China and India and England, or ought 
that loss to be deducted from the net profit of the trade with China ?— 
Allowance is made in the computation of the prime cost for so much of that 
loss as respects the outward trade from England and India to China, but it 
has nothing to do with the trade from England to India. 

4923. Then, in order to show the general account of profit and loss, the 
Company ought to deduct profit and loss upon one trade from the profit on 
the other ?—Except that, upon mercantile principles, there would be a large 
set-off’upon that account by the difference between the Board’s and the real 
rates of exchange. 

4924. The Board’s rates were settled in the year 1814 ?—They were. 

4925. Are you not aware that for some years after that period the ex¬ 
change was considerably higher than the rate at which the Board had settled 
it ?—It was but all computations of difference have been made upon the 
principle of debiting the commerce with the advantage in the years in 
which the Board’s rates were lower, and the territory with that in which 
they were higher than the mercantile rates. 

4926. Do you remember for what years the rate of' exchange of that 
period was actually higher than the Board had fixed it at ?—I think from 
1814-15 up to 1819-20. In 1814-15 the rate was t Zs. 'jfid. per sicca rupee. 

4927. In 
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4927. In what year was it highest?—In 1816-17, and in 1818-19* 

4928. Since when is it that the rate of exchange has fallen below the 
Board’s rate ?—1820-21 was the first year. It was then M 2 d. *77 

4929. During the time the rate of exchange -was higher than the Board’s 
rate, were the Company deriving an advantage from their commerce ?-- 
They were ; but in the computation of the result of the exchange transac¬ 
tions between the two branches, the commerce has been debited with the 
difference of exchange for the years in which the mercantile rates exceeded 
those prescribed by the Board. 

4930. You stated in page 580, in answer to question 4337, “ bills have 
certainly been drawn to some extent; the Company draw to small amount; 
the supercargoes, whose salaries are payable in England, occasionally draw. 
There must be ship-bills ; and I have seen it stated in evidence before this 
Committee that the Americans have lately raised funds in China in that 
mode, though, if they continue to do so, instead of importing dollars, the 
exchange will soon be affected.” Do you know when the practice of 
drawing those bills, on the part of the Americans, commenced ?—No, I 
do not. 

4931. Are you not aware that it commenced about the year 1818 ?—I 
was not aware of that. 

4932. Do you know whether it has been increasing from that period, or 
otherwise ?—I stated when I was examined before, that I had no infor¬ 
mation upon that subject, but what I derived from the evidence given 
before this Committee. 

4933. Can you state what, according to the rate of exchange in the year 
1828, was the'price of the dollar at Canton at that period?—The Company 
were drawn upon in the year 1818, at 5s. a dollar. 

4934. Can you state what it was in 1826 ?—In 1826 the Company were 
drawn upon partly at 4s. 6d., and partly at 4s. 3d. 

4935. In 1828?—In 182S, partly at 4s. 2d„ and partly at 4s. 1 \d. 

4936. In case it shall appear that the number of bills drawn by Americans 
have considerably increased in the latter period, will it not follow that it has 
not had the effect which is contemplated in your answer to that question ? 
—It would be necessary, previously to coming to such conclusion, to know 
the state of the American trade, to see what quantity of dollars they have 
imported during that same period. 

4937. You have stated that it was necessary, acting up to the tenor of 
the Commutation Act, that the Company should always keep a stock of tea 
on hand to the amount of one year’s consumption ; are you not aware that 
the obligation therein contained is of keeping such a stock of tea as, 
including the quantity ordered but not received, shall amount to one year’s 
consumption ?—I stated upon a former occasion that the Company have 
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always construed that clause to mean, that they should have at all times at 
least a year’s consumption in warehouse. 

4938. Will you have the goodness to read the clause?—-“That the said 
United Company shall from time to time send orders for the purchase of such 
quantities of tea, and provide sufficient ships to import the same, as, being 
added to the stock in their warehouses, and to the quantities ordered and 
not arrived, shall amount to a sufficient supply for the keeping a stock at 
least equal to one year’s consumption, according to the sales of the last 
preceding year, always beforehand.” 

4939. Does not that stock include the quantity in the warehouse, as well 
as the quantity that has been ordered and not arrived ?—Iri the Company’s 
construction of that clause it includes only the quantity in warehouse. 

4940. You have stated in your answer to question 4368 in what manner 
the Company regulate the quantity of tea which they put up at each sale, and 
you stated, as a proof that the market is abundantly supplied by the Com¬ 
pany, that large quantities have been rejected at every sale ?—Lately. 

4941. If the Compaiiy put up their teas at the real cost to them, and they 
put up such a quantity as to always have a portion rejected at that upset 
price, would it not necessarily follow from such a course that they never 
could make any profit upon their tea at all?—If the quantity rejected went 
to such an extent; but when I spoke of considerable quantities, I alluded 
to the rejection of a million of pounds weight at one particular Sale. The 
object of the Company, has been that of leading, by an abundant provision, 
to an increased consumption, rather than of supplying an increased demand 
after it should have been ascertained to exist; and I merely mentioned the 
fact of tea having been rejected, as tending to show that the Company, far 
from starving 'trade, abundantly supplied the market. 

4942. If they are regulated, as to ,the quantity put up for sale, by the cir¬ 
cumstance of putting up until a portion is rejected by the buyers, does not 
that necessarily lead to the consequence that the portion that is sold must 
be sold at a price not exceeding the upset price; because if any portion is 
rejected by the buyers at the upset price, is not that a proof that any buyer 
might have provided himself at the upset price, and therefore, as a conse¬ 
quence, that no person can have given more than the upset price ?»—There 
can be no doubt that latterly it has occasionally occurred that the Company 
have not received the upset price for rejected teas ; they have been put up 
at the following sale at no price, and they have not always received the upset 
price for them. 

4943. Did you not mean the Committee to infer that that was the ordinary 
practice of the Company in regulating their supply for the demand ?—-No ; 
I stated that the principle to which they look in determining what quantity 
to offer for sale is the amount of deliveries and the quantities sold at the 
previous sale. 

4944. Is 
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4944 . Is the Committee to understand that the fact you have stated of 
large quantities having been rejected is merely an accidental fact, and that 
it is not to be taken into consideration with a view to judge of the circum- * 
stances which have regulated the Company in the quantity of tea they put 
up for sale ?—Certainly; the Company, in the quantity put up for sale, look 
at actual deliveries and actual sales. 

4945 . But they do not regulate the quantity, so as to put up a portion of 
each quality that shall be actually rejected by the buyers?—Clearly not. 

4946 Would not such a course be inconsistent with the possibility of 
making any profit?—When the Company declare tea for sale, they of course 
expect and hope that they shall sell all that they declare. 

4947 . That being the case, and the Company looking to making a given 
profit upon their tea, is not that profit entirely regulated by the quantity 
that is put up?—I apprehend the Company never regulate or limit the 
quantity of tea with a view to making any certain amount of profit ; without 
adverting to the question of amount of profit, they look only to the demand 
for the tea. 

4948 Is not the profit that they look to making entirely dependent upon 
the quantity they may put up for sale ?—The quantity they put up for sale 
must affect the rate of profit. 

4949 What rate of profit do the Company look to in determining the 
quantity of pounds weight of tea that they put up for sale ?—I must repeat, 
that the Company never take into view the question of profit when they de¬ 
clare the amount to be sold. 

4950 Do not they always determine to take it in if it was not sold at 
a certain price ?—They are authorized by law to put it up at a certain price; 
and having ascertained that it will not fetch that, it is put up without price 
at another sale, and sold at what it will fetch. 

4951. Supposing any given quantity of tea to be imported, say 10 , 000,000 
of pounds, which would command a given price; are you not aware, that it 
vou put up 9 , 000,000 of pounds, you would create that sort of scaicity 
which would give you an increased price; and if you were to put up 
11 , 000,000 of pounds, it would bring you either to your prime cost or to a 
loss ; and, therefore, the price which the Company is to obtain must depend 
entirely upon the proportion of the quantity put up to the demand and the 
consumption ?—Undoubtedly. 

4952. That being the case, do you suppose that the Company, in regu¬ 
lating the quantity to be put up for sale, do not do it with reference to some 
given profit, which they have made up their minds to be reasonable foi them 
to receive ?—I am sure that they do not. 

4953 . Do you suppose that the upset price has anything to do with the 
price actually obtained at the sale ?—>1 confess I think it has; but that is a 
question upon which there is a considerable difference of opinion. ‘ ien 
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10 May 1830 . there has been great competition, and the sale price has considerably ex- 
— , ceeded the upset price, 1 know that some persons, who are well informed as 

J.C. Melvi/l, Esq. t0 t j ie 9a ] eS) think the upset price has nothing to do with the sale price. 

4954. For instance, a pound of tea that may sell for 3s., whether you start 
the first price at &d. or at 2s. 6d. j can it make any difference in the result 
of the sale ?—Certainly not. 

4955. Therefore does the price paid for tea depend, in your opinion, upon 
the quantity put up, and not upon the upset price?—My own opinion is, 
that they both affect it that taking the whole sale into view, the upset price 
must affect the sale price. 

4956. In what proportion does the quantity put up at one sale, with re¬ 
ference to the previous deliveries, exceed the quantity sold at the previous 
sales ?—I am not aware of the precise proportion, but it is what would be 
called a liberal supply in reference to the past sale. 

4957 . Are you not bound by Act of Parliament to put up at least as much 
as the previous year’s consumption amounts to ?—I am not aware of any law 
of that kind. 

4958. Is there any tea ever put up without a fixed price, except that 
which has been previously rejected ?—I am not exactly prepared to answer 
that question. 

4959. In your correction of Mr. Rickards’s statement, it appears that he 
takes the salaries and emoluments at £95,653, the expenses in China at 
£54,735, amounting together to £150,38S ; you take them at £82,140; 
what is the reason of that difference ?—That difference is the proportion of the 
expense which is incurred and paid in* China,' and which comes into the in¬ 
voice cost of the teas. The invoice amount of the teas includes all the 
charges paid in China, therefore the effect of Mr. Rickards’s entry is to state 
that charge twice. 

4960. You stated that the Company always take into consideration the 
quantity of tea which the public seemed to require ; must not the quantity 
which the public take off depend upon the price at which it is sold ?—Yes ; 
but the price at which it is sold depends upon the public competition for it 
at that sale. 

4961. The Company being the sole sellers of tea, and having the expe¬ 
rience of some years, are of course easily able to regulate themselves by the 
price and quantity that has been previously obtained ?—I should think that 
it is the Company’s supply that has affected the price. I find that as the 
Company have increased their supply, the price has materially fallen, and I 
think that is apparent from the statements upon the Committee’s table. 

4962 . Having the power of limiting the quantity to be sold, have they 
not also the power of commanding the upset price?—If they have the 
power of limiting the quantity, it is a power which they have never thought 
of exercising. 

& 4963. In 
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4963. In answer to question 4359, you take the whole quantity of tea sold 
in 1829 to be twenty-seven millions and a half of pounds, and you state that 
the price of the contract congou in 1829 was 20c?. '03 per pecul; is not that 
the highest price?—It was necessary for me, in examining Mr. Bates’s 
calculation, to take the price which he assumed, 29 tales per pecul ; and on 
reference to the prices actually paid by the Company, I find that the aveiage 
price of contract congou was within 140 decimals of 29 tales. 

4964. Is not a great proportion of the tea very much inferior to the con- 

tract (Jjpu^ou but my answer was given to meet the hypothetical 

calculation of Mr. Bates. 

4965. Are you aware of the quantity of opium, which is sent at the present 
moment from India to China ?—I know that it is very considerable. 

4966. Are you aware of the fact of its having increased very much ?—I 
believe it has ; but at the same time that trade is subject to certain contin¬ 
gencies. The supercargoes have reported twice or three times during the 
present charter, that owing to some new exercise of rigour on the part 
either of the Emperor of China or of the local authorities, to check the con¬ 
traband trade in opium, they have been unable to rely with confidence upon 
the proceeds of that opium for the supply of their treasury. 

4967. Supposing that trade to have considerably increased, would it not 
thereby afford considerable facilities in carrying on the rest of the China 
trade ?—The Company always take up two-thirds of their funds in China, by 
either bills upon India or consignments from thence; and therefore it can 
only affect, so far as the Company are concerned, the difference between that 
and the total amount of the prime cost. 

4968. Are you acquainted with the present price of opium in China; has 
not it diminished in proportion to the increased quantity?—I am not 
acquainted with that fact. 

4969 In answer to question 4356, relative to the difficulty of obtaining 
bills in Canton upon England, you stated that you would obtain the particu¬ 
lars there inquired after for the information of the Committee; have you 
obtained that information ?—I have. In the year 1815-6, the supercargoes 
of China having occasion to draw 841,716 in dollars, opened then treasury 
in China for bills at the rate of 5s. 6d. a dollar, at which they obtained 
391,823 dollars; they then increased the rate to 5s. 9d t , at which they 
obtained 337,073 ; and they then further found it necessary to increase the 
rate to 6a., at which they obtained 112,820 dollars; and they ultimately 
were obliged to get specie from Bengal. 

4970. What was the first rate?— 5s. 6r/., 5s. 9d. and 6a - . So fai as 
respects the question of facility for raising money in China for bills in 
England, I will read an extract of a secret letter from China, dated 28th or 
January 1826, in which the supercargoes say “ the great and sudden fall in 

the value of bills on England, and the absence of any distinct ground on 

which 
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which to infer that bills will in the next season recover their rate, lead us to 
hesitate in offering an opinion that so large a sum as 1,000,000 of dollars 
may be procured next winter by bills issued at any rate of exchange, 
equivalent to the cost of a remittance of dollars from London to Canton on 
account of the Company.” 

497L What was the result in the following year?—"In 1826 they drew 
73,169 dollars, and 79,168 dollars. 

4972. Were they able in the subsequent year to draw to the amount of 
1,000,000 of dollars about which they expressed some doubt ?—In the year 
1827-8, they drew 1,700,000 dollars at 4*. 3d. the dollar. 

4973. Were the fears anticipated in that letter actually realized ?—It 
would appear not; but the apprehensions of the supercargoes probably arose 
from anticipating an interruption to the opium trade, which might or might 
not take place. 

4974. Three years have since elapsed; has any other letter from the 
supercargoes been received expressing similar fears ?—The supercargoes 
are not allowed now to draw upon England, and they have obtained their 
supplies by bills upon India, and by consignments from India and from 
England. 

4975. Has there frequently been great difficulty in obtaining bills upon 
India at Canton ?—There may have been. The supercargoes have sometimes 
felt difficulty in negotiating their bills upon India. 

4976 . Has there been any other mode of remittance resorted to in con- 
sequence of that difficulty ?—Yes ; bullion has been exported from Canton 
to India. 

4977- Would the rate of exchange show a difficulty of getting bills; has 
not the rate fallen from 4s. 3d. to 4s. ?—It would appear so from the Canton 
Register. I believe the quotation in that document of the low rate is accom¬ 
panied by the observation “ No Bills.” 

4978. If the East-lndia Company in their trade with China think it 
necessary to employ all the different circuitous modes, which you have 
described, of maintaining the exchange in Canton, so as to bring the tale 
out, as you have stated, at 6s. 8 d. to the Company ; and if under that pro¬ 
tection which the Company are giving to exchange, the foreigners are 
availing themselves of that circumstance to draw their bills as low as 5s. 6d. 
the tale, is it not clear that the Company are working for the benefit of the 
foreigners in that instance ?—I could not arrive at any such conclusion by 
looking at the exchange in one year. No just conclusion can, 1 apprehend, 
be formed, but by looking at it upon the average of years ; and upon the 
average I find that the Company’s valuation has been less than that of the 
exchange rate at Canton, and therefore less than that at which a foreigner 
can draw. 


Marlis , 
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Mortis, 11° die Maij 1830. 

Mr. JOHN KENNEDY and Mr. HUGH HORNBY BIRLEY, called in, 

and examined. 

4979. (To Mr. Kennedy.) —You are a resident at Manchester ?—I am. 

4980. (To Mr. Birtey.) —Where are you resident ?—At Manchester. 

4981. You were formerly the President of the Chamber of Commerce in 
Manchester ?•—I was. 

4982. (To Mr. Kennedy.) —You are well acquainted with the spinning of 
cotton?—I am. 

4983. How many years have you been engaged in it ?—For nearly forty- 
six years. 

4984. Are you intimately acquainted with machinery ?—For about ten 
years I was employed entirely in learning to construct machinery for cotton 
spinning. 

4985. Are you now engaged in the business?—I am not. 

4986. Do you continue any researches upon the subject of machinery at 
present ?—I do. 

4987. Have you ever seen a printed statement prepared by the late Mr. 
Lee, of Manchester, in 1812, of the comparative cost of labour in producing 
yarn in Britain and in India ?—-I have. 

4988. Did you assist in the preparation of that document ?—I did, in 
part. 

4989. With what view was that document prepared?—To show to a 
deputation that was in 1812 in London, upon the East-India trade, the pro¬ 
bability and the possibility of extending our trade in the export of yarn. 

4990. Did the spinners in Manchester contemplate the possibility of being 
able to furnish the Indians with cotton-yarn ?—Some did. 

4991. Did you yourself?-~-When the statement was made out, it was 
obvious to every one. 

4992. Can you furnish the Committee with a copy of the paper to which 
you- have alluded ?<■*—I can. 

’[The witness delivered in the same , which was read asfolloxvs .•] 
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(No. I.) 

To the Committee at Manchester, meeting to Oppose the Exclusive Trade of the 

East-India Company. 

Gentlemen, 

The general arguments against monopoly are so obvious, and have been so per¬ 
spicuously treated by various eminent theoretical writers, as well as by the repre¬ 
sentations of practical persons, that it becomes principally important to us to state 
such grounds of objection to that of the East-India Company as peculiarly belong 
to our branch of business, and to present to the legislature, concisely, the evidence 
of our claims to an unfettered trade to India. 

The prominent and essential features of economy in the cotton manufacture con¬ 
sist in the discoveries and improvements in spinning within the last thirty years, 
especially for the finer fabrics, in consequence of Mr. Crompton’s invention of the 
mule ; and by the introduction of the steam-engine, upon Mr. Watt’s principle, by 
which the moving power was brought to the population, and, consequently, the 
labour was collected in less time, and created with less expense. 

In the year 17^2, cotton twist, by Sir Richard Arkwright’s invention, which was 
the precursor and parent of the subsequent improvements, exceeded the cost of the 
raw material 20s. per pound for No. 60 ; it now exceeds it, by the mule, only Is. 6d. 
per pound ; and taking into consideration the depreciation in the value of money, 
it cannot be estimated at less than a reduction of from 20s. to 9d. per pound ; an 
extraordinary and astonishing instance of skill and economy, superadded to the 
great advancement in both made previously by Sir Richard Arkwright. 

In order to explain and to contrast the effects of British mechanism with the 
simple labour of India, I shall exhibit the relative productive power of each, and the 
cost of cotton-yarns produced by each, comprehending that range of fineness chiefly 
required for the eastern fabrics. 

The quantity of mule spindles in Great Britain appears by actual survey to be—- 

4,200,000, producing a quantity of cotton-yarn at least equal to that which can 
be spun in the same time by 4,200,000 persons in India; the wages 
of each are supposed at 2d. per day ; but in Britain 

70,000 persons would produce the same effect, by machinery, at 20d. per 
day; consequently 
1 person in Britain will be equal to 

60 in India; but, in consequence of more expensive apparatus, and va¬ 
rious contingencies, I will state that 

I person is equal to 40 in India; 

40x2d.=6s. 8c?. which is the value of labour for spinning in India, to correspond with 
that of one person in Britain, or as 6s. 8d. to Is. 8c?. 

It is therefore evident that one spinner by machinery, in Britain, will produce 
yarn at one-fourth the price that it costs for the same quantity of workmanship in 
India, supposing the wages of the former to be Is. 8tf. and of the latter to be 2c?. per 
day. 

The following statement is a comparison of the cost of labour in producing yarns 
|n Britain and India, for one pound weight, from No. 40 to 250, and likewise of the 
value of the labour and material combined. 


II May 1830. 

Mr. J. Kennedy, 
and 
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— 

Hanks Spun 
per day 
in both per 
Spindle. 

BRITISH. 


INDIA. 

■ 11 May 1830. 

Mr. J. Kennedy , 

Cotton. 

Labour. 

Cost. 

Cotton. 

Labour. 

and 

Cost . Mr. H. II. Birley. 

No. 


s. d. 

5. d. 

Sw d. 

d. 

s. d. 

s. d. 

40. 

2-00 

1 6 

1 0 

2 6 

3 

3 4 

3 7 

60..... 

175 

2 0 

1 6 

3 6 

31 

5 81 

6 0 

80...... 

1-50 

2 2 

2 2 

4 4 

4* 

8 101 

9 3 

100 . 

1-40 

2 4 

2 10 

5 2 

5 

11 11 

12 4 

120 ... 

1-25 

2 6 

3 6 

6 0 

5 

16 0 

16 5 

150 .. 

1*00 

2 10 

6 6 

9 4 

6 

25 0 

25 6 

200 ... 

075 

3 4 

16 8 

20 0 

6 

44 7 

45 1 

250 . 

050 

4 0 

31 0 

35 0 

8 

1 

83 4 

84 0 


Though in every case in which there was the least uncertainty or doubt, the re¬ 
presentation has been stated on the side favourable to the foreign cotton-yarn, yet the 
resultof this comparison is, that the same quantity and fineness is spun in Great Bri¬ 
tain, by machinery, for about one-fourth of the cost of labour for which it is produced 
in India by the hand, which nearly corresponds with the preceding calculation $ and 
that, reckoning the mean price of cotton-wool in Britain at 2s. 6d. and in India at 
5d. the cost of labour and materials united would be less, upon an average, than 
one-half. 

It is, therefore, upon the basis of spinning that the great abridgments of labour* 
and the consequent cheapness of the cotton manufacture, have been chiefly founded; 
and by which we shall be able to meet competition in the Eastern markets, either in 
yarns or in cloths, of which they form the principal constituent value. 

Very important discoveries and improvements have, doubtless, been made in 
weaving, dyeing, printing and bleaching, and particularly for certain operations 
and descriptions of cloth ; but taken in the gross the amount will bear but an infe¬ 
rior proportion to the economy introduced by spinning, upon which both invention 
and exertion have been upon the rack for the last thirty years, and a real capital 
vested in building and machinery of from eight to ten millions sterling. 

I remain, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Manchester, 15th April 1812. George Lee. 


4993. Was the paper you have now delivered in printed and widely cir¬ 
culated at the time ?—It was. 

4994. Was it printed for the purpose of being laid before the Committee 
then sitting upon the East-India Company’s affairs ?—It was furnished for • 
the deputation to do with it as they thought best. 

4995. Has there been a great fall in the price of the raw material of the ma¬ 
nufactures from the year 1812to the year 1830?—It has fluctuated very much. 

4996. Do you think there has been a gradual fall in the price of cotton 
since 1812? —Yes. 

4997* Gan you furnish the Committee with a comparison of the cost of 
labour in producing yarns in England and in India in 1812 and in 1830?— 

4 P I can. 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the Prices of English and Indian Cotton Yarns, in the Years 1812 and 1830. 



ENGLISH COTTON YARN. 

INDIAN COTTON YARN. 

Hanks per day 
per Spindle. 

Price of 

Cotton and Waste 
per lb. 

Labour 
per lb. 

Cost 
per lb. 

Cost 
per lb. 

Labour 
per lb. 

Price of ; 
Cotton and 
Waste 
per lb. 

Hanks' 
per day 
per 

Spindle* 















1812. 

1812 

1812 

1812 


1812. 

1830. 

1812. 

1830. 

1812. 

1830. 

1812. 

1830. 

and 

and 

and 

and 















1830. 

1830. 

1830. 

1830. 

No. 



s. 


s. d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

S' 

d' 

s. 

d. 

S' 

d. 

s. d. 

s. 

d. 


40... 

2 

2-75 

1 

6 

0 7 

1 

0 

0 


2 

6 

1 


3 

7 

3 4 

0 

3 

2 

60... 

1-75 

2-5 

2 

0 

0 10 

1 

6 

1 


3 

6 

1 

m 

6 

0 

5 8* 

0 

H 

1*75 

80... 

1-5 

2 

2 

2 

0 11£ 

2 

2 

1 


4 

4 

2 

6f 

9 

3 

8 101 

0 

H 

1*5 

100... 

1 -4 

1*8 

2 

4 

1 If 

2 

10 

2 

24 

5 

2 

3 

4* 

12 

4 

11 11 

0 

5 

1*4 

120... 

1-25 

1 -65 

2 

6 

1 4 

3 

6 

2 

8 

6 

0 

4 

0 

16 

5 

16 0 

0 

5 

1*25 

150... 

1 

1 -33 

2 

10 

1 8 

6 

6 

411 

9 

4 

6 

7 

25 

6 

25 0 

0 

6 

1 

200... 

0.75 

0 -9 

3 

4 

3 0 

16 

8 

11 

6 

20 

0 

14 

6 

45 

1 

44 7 

0 

6 

0 *75 

250... 

0.5 

0 -6 

4 

0 

3 8 

31 

0 

24 

6 

35 

0 

28 

2 

84 

0 

83 4 

0 

8 

0*5 


N. B .—In 1812 and in 1830 the wages of labour in England are estimated at 20d. per diem for every person employed, 
including men, women and children. 

All expenses (as well interest on capital, fixed and floating, wear and tear, and depreciation consequent on new improvements, 
as wages) are included in the column showing the cost of labour. 
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No. 3.-— Comparative Prices of English and Indian Cotton-Yarns, in the Years 1812 

and 1830, reckoned per mile. 



English Prices. 

Indian Prices. 



1812. 

1830. 

1812 & 1830. 


No. 

d. 

d. 

d. 


40...... 

H 

f 

n 


60.... 

If 

1 

2f 


80.. 

1 T S' 

J 

2 f 

Note .—Two hanks 

100.. 

U 


3 

of yarn are one mile 

120. 

1* 

13 

T<f 

Si 

nearly . 

150.. 

14 

1 

4-rV 


200.. 

2f 

If 

Sf 


250. 

Sf 

2 f 

8 



London, 6th May 1830. John Kennedy, 


4998. Have you made any difference in the price of labour in India be¬ 
tween the year 1812 and 1830? —No. 

4999- Do you understand that there has been any difference ?—Not that 
I ever heard of. 

3000. How do you ascertain the cost of spinning in India ?—We had the 
same apparatus to spin with in England, previous to the last seventy or 
eighty years, that they had in India; and I understand that in India they 
have the same machine still. 

5001. Does this computation proceed upon any knowledge you have 
yourself upon the subject?— (Mr. Birley .) It was assumed in 1812, that an 
individual spinning with the hand would produce as much with a spindle as 
one of our spindles moved by machinery; and those who have observed the 
spinning of flax and wool and worsted, by hand, feel quite certain that it is 
making an ample allowance. The object of Mr. Lee in preparing that state¬ 
ment has been rather to understate than to overstate. 

5002. Are you yourself acquainted with the Indian machinery ?—( Mr. 
Kennedy .) I have seen a great variety of models of Indian machinery for 
the purpose of preparing and spinning cotton in India. 

5003. Do you make any difference in the price of the raw material in 
India between 1812 and 1830?—No. 

5004. Have you any reason to believe that the prices are the same now 

4 P 2 as 
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as they were then ?—The last price-current seems to correspond within a 
fraction, or nearly so, with what it was then. 

5005. Has there ever been any improvement of the cotton exported from 
India to England since the year 1812?-—I think not} the Surats have been 
better got up in some instances. 

5006. From the calculations that were drawn up in 1812, you assumed 
the great probability of an extension of trade between India and England ? 
—Certainly } I speak more particularly of yarn. 

5007. Has that expectation been realized by the subsequent event ?—It 
has. In 1812 there were nothing more than samples sent out, at that period 
amounting to a few hundred pounds weight; and the last returns I have 
seen are between 4,000,000 and 5,000,000 of pounds. 

5008. Have you reason to believe that the result which has taken place 
with reference to India might equally apply to other parts of the East, if 
the trade were thrown open ?—Whenever yarn is wanted I conceive that 
may take place. 

5009. Have you reason to believe that such yarn would be in request in 
the China market ?—I am not at all acquainted with the China market.— 
{Mr. Birley.) There is no doubt of the fact. 

5010. And perhaps also through the Eastern Archipelago ?—Yes. 

5011 . Upon what grounds do you form that opinion ?—From the circum¬ 
stance of orders having been given and increased. 

5012. Do you mean from China?—-Yes} in the first instance a consi¬ 
derable error was committed as to the fineness of the yarn that was sent 
out; but there is no doubt that both from America and this country yarn 
has been sent to China. The East-India Company, I believe, gave very 
large orders last year for China for yarn ; at least it was so understood in 
Manchester. 

5013 . Do you know anything, of your own knowledge, of any American 
orders for cotton-yarn for the China market? — By correspondence we do. 
The house of which I am a member had information from an American 
merchant that it was an article which might be sent out circuitously, and be 
extensively used in China. 

5014. Have any long-cloths of British manufacture been exported to 
India ?—A great many cotton cloths, of about the quality which we under¬ 
stand to be long-cloths, have been so sent out. 

5015. Formerly were they not invariably imported from India for con¬ 
sumption here ?—-They were. 

5016 . For how long has that trade been going on ?—Certainly from the 
time of the opening of the trade, if not previously. 

5017. Has it been progressively going on ?—Certainly it has been going 

on 
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on increasing: but, for my own part, I contemplate rather supplying the 
Indian market with yarn than with manufactured goods in future. 

5018. Do you consider the long-cloths, sent out from this country to India, 
to be equal, in point of substance, solidity, and duration, with the long-cloths 
of that country ?—I should rather apprehend not. Generally speaking, 
wherever we export cotton cloths, we have found it necessary to make a 
cheap article, to meet the wants and the ability of the purchasers. 

5019. Dq not you invariably obtain the preference upon the coast of 
Africa through Gibraltar ?—Great quantities go through Gibraltar. 

5020. Do not the Manchester long-cloths now supersede the Indian long- 
cloths in the Gibraltar market ?—'They are sold to a great extent. I have no 
establishment at Gibraltar, and therefore I cannot answer decidedly. 

5021. What difficulty has the English manufacturer, according to the 
presentstate of the law, in sending his goods to any part of India?—I am 
not aware of any difficulty, excepting to China. 

5022. Could not you find freight to sent it to China ?—Not directly. 

5023. So that the only extension that could be given to the trade by law 
is confined, in your opinion, to the opening of the China trade ? Yes. 

5024. Can vou suggest to the Committee any other alteration of the law, 
by which the exportation of goqds to other parts of the Indian seas could 
be improved ?—I am not aware of any impediment. 

5025. Are there any facilities that might be given, which do not now 
exist for the introduction of British manufactures into the consumption of 
India?—I know no facilities which could be afforded, unless it be by atten¬ 
tion beino- bestowed upon the culture of certain productions of India, and 
by the opening of the China trade, so that we could get our returns more 

easily. 

5026 Would it not afford you increased facility if you had agents, for 
instance, in the towns of British India ?—There are houses of agency in 
certain parts of India. Increased facilities certainly might be expected to 
lead to more extensive demand. 

5027. Is a ship of British register allowed to navigate from one port of 
India to the other?—I apprehend not. 

5028. Would that be a facility ?—Certainly, trading voyages would be 
very advantageous. 

5029. Are there some facilities that might be given that do not now 
exist?—Certainly. 

5030. Are you aware that some cotton imported from New South Wales 
has lately been sold at Liverpool?—I have heard so; I have seen it 
reported. 

5031. Do you know the price at which it was sold r—I do not. I remem¬ 
ber it was mentioned in our broker’s letter. ^ 
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5032. Was it the growth of New South Wales?—It was. 

5033. Are you not of opinion that if returns could be got from the East, 
the trade carried on between Great Britain and the East generally might be 
very largely increased ?—Undoubtedly. 

5034. Do you not conceive that the power of importing tea into this 
country on the part of the free-trader would tend greatly to increase that 
trade ?—Certainly. 

5035. Mu^jt not you also have the demand as well as the returns ?—I have 
no doubt of the demand. 

5036. Do not you know that English manufactures, at the present instant, 
in India, are now selling below the prime cost ?—'There is not a market in 
the world which we do not sometimes overstock; but I always expect good 
to result from that. 

5037. From the opening of the trade, has not that been almost constantly 
the case in India ?—By no means; we had increasing orders for precisely 
the same qualities of goods for several years. 

5038. Are not the cottons now furnished much cheaper at Manchester 
than they were at the time of the opening of the trade ?—It is upon that that 
I ground the expectation of an increase in the demand. 

5039. Do not you know that they are admitted at a very low duty in 
India, whereas the cottons of India are subject to a high duty here?— 
Certainly; I think it is a pity that those duties remain. That opinion was 
expressed about the time of the discussion as to the last renewal of the 
charter by a deputation from Manchester to the then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

5040. Do you know whether any cotton goods are sent to India with a 
view of being forwarded to China from India ?—I cannot state that of my 
own knowledge. 

5041 Are you acquainted with any imitations having been made of the 
Chinese patterns ?—I have understood that orders are now in the course of 
execution for China; but whether it is by license from the Company, or how 
they are intended to go, I am not prepared to state. 

JAMES COSMO MELVILL, Esq. again called in, and examined. 

5042. Are not the exchanges in China affected by the price of silver in 
England ?—I apprehend it must have a proportionate effect. 

5043. Taking all the circumstances you have stated into consideration, is 
not the rate by°which the upset price of the teas is calculated higher than 
that at which for the year it could have been realized ?—It would be im¬ 
possible for me to answer that question accurately, because I do not know 
what effect might have been produced upon the rates of exchange in China 
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if the Company had increased their demand upon the Canton market for 
money in exchange for bills. 

5044. Is it not, considerably higher than that at which the foreigner could 
afford to supply the tea ?—I am not aware that the foreigner can have any 
advantage over the Company in drawing upon England. The Company, 
by negotiating their bills in China, can certainly get as good an exchange as 
the foreigner. 

5045. If the fact be that the foreigner has actually realized his bills at 
5s. Gd. the tale, is not that the case?—It would still, I submit, remain to be 
considered whether the Company’s extensive transactions could have been 
conducted on the same scale. An individual merchant may obtain a single 
cargo at a favourable rate of exchange j but it does not follow that the whole 
trade of a country could be conducted at the same rate. 

5046. Then the small trader has a benefit over a large company ?—It is 
possible that cases may arise in which a single trader derives a larger rate of 
benefit than has accrued in the aggregate of the large operations of the Com¬ 
pany ; but such cases, if they have occurred, show nothing more than that 
individuals, out of a great body of traders, may get more proportionate profit 
than arises in the mass of trade. 

5047. Must not the rate of exchange, after all, depend upon the balance 
of exports and imports into the market of Canton ?—As a general principle, 
undoubtedly. In the present instance the exchanges are affected by the 
balance of payments rather than the balance of trade. India annually incurs 
a large debt to this country, which must be remitted through trade, and 
which is irrespective of any returns in the ordinary course of trade. The 
payment of that debt operates not merely on the exchanges of India, but 
also on those of China, a considerable portion of the amount being paid 
through China. 

5048. Must not the Canton exchange be regulated by the balance between 
the values of the imports and exports at Canton, without reference to wb^t 
the state of trade may be, or the state of political payments between England 
and India?—I think that the Canton exchange must be affected by the 
Indian exchange. A large portion of the balance of trade due from China 
to India is retained in China to pay the debt which, in the course of trade, 
England owes to China. 

5049. If the result of the China trade, taken separately, were such as to 
make it necessary to send bullion for the payment of any balance, or if the 
state of that trade made it necessary to bring bullion from China for the 
balance, would not the rate of exchange depend upon that fact, without 
reference to the state of trade anywhere else ?—It would then depend upon 
the cost of sending the bullion. I would here observe, that the balance of 
trade with China, so far as respects Europe, is greatly in favour of China. 

5050. Must not the rate of exchange be determined by the payments 
both to England and to India?—Ordinarily the rate of exchange must be 

determined 
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I I May 1830. determined by that circumstance; but there cannot, I conceive, be a regular 
rr m / •// p free course of commercial exchange between this country and China, 

c. Metmu, Jbsq. because the Company are the great exporters from China, and they cannot 
make those exports the medium of remittance for other persons, without in¬ 
terfering with the payments required to be made in England for the territorial 
purposes of India. 

5051. Supposing 5s. 6d. per tale to have been the exchange at which the 
foreign trader is able to pass his bills; supposing the Company to have had 
no exclusive monopoly ot the China trade at all, and to have had nothing to 
do with it, and that the opium and the cotton and different articles had 
gone through a free trade; do not you suppose that the result of that free 
trade must still have left the value of the tale, by which the balance of the 
trade would have been regulated, at the rate of 5s. 6d; ; that is to say, by 
whomsoever the trade was carried on, must it not have produced a given rate 
of exchange ?—But supposing 5s. 6d. to have been the rate of exchange pre¬ 
valent, I apprehend it would have greatly increased with the demand for 
money in exchange for bills. 

5052. Must not the demand on the market for bills depend upon whether 
China has to pay a balance or to receive a balance ?—That would certainly 
be the case. But the Company cannot grant the bills if demanded. J 

5053. If the free trader was to trade with China, and depend upon bills to 
obtain the tea, would not the whole freight be chargeable to the tea ?—Un¬ 
doubtedly. 

5054. That being the case, would not that raise the value of the tale 

beyond the mere price in the market according to the exchange ?_1 appre¬ 

hend it would. The Company’s valuation of the tale includes the outward 
freight. 

5055. Then there is no difference in that respect between the trade of the 
Company and the trade of a private trader, except that, from circumstances, 
the Company may be at a greater expence in point of freight ?—T should 
think not. 

5056. In furnishing the market here with tea, would there be any 
difference between the Company’s furnishing it in the mode you have stated 
by bills, or the free-traders furnishing it by bills, unless there be some 
difference in the freight ?—Certainly not. The Company may negociate bills 
upon at least as good terms as the private trader. 

5057. With respect to bullion would there be any difference?_None 

whatever. 

5058. Then the calculation you 'have made with respect to the price at 
which the tale is made by the operations of the Company would not differ 
from that which it would be to the free-trader, unless there be a difference 
with respect to the freight ?—-The value of the tale in the upset price of the 
tea includes a portion of the outward freight, so that the real cost of the 

tale 
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tale to the Company would appear less if all the freight were put upon the 11 May 1830. 

homeward cargo. J. C. Melvill, Esq. 

5059. Would not the difference of the cost of the tea in England to the 
consumer, comparing it with the cost of the tea to the East-India Company, 
and what would be the cost of the tea to the private trader, depend, first of 
all, upon the amount of profit which the Company as monopolists impose ; 
secondly, upon the question of the proportion of freight between the Com¬ 
pany and private traders; thirdly, upon the result of the outward investments 
of the parties; and, fourthly, upon whether the one or the other dealt most 
favourably with the Chinese in their purchases?—There can be no doubt 
that the price of tea paid to the Company, as compared with what might be 
paid to a private merchant, would depend upon the comparative advantage 
with which those parties bought the teas in China. Nor can there be any 
doubt that the result of the different modes of placing the tale in China, 
whether by the proceeds of bills or by consignments, must affect the price ot 
tea in England. With respect to profit, the Company exact no profit but 
that which the Commutation Act authorizes, and indeed they exact less, for 
the Commutation Act authorizes an advance of Id. per lb. and the Company 
offer to sell their tea at an advance of one farthing per lb. The rate of 
freight of course must affect the price of tea to the consumer, but the freights 
which the Company pay are occasioned by a legislative enactment, which 
regulates the taking up of their shipping, and from the operation of which 
they can only be exempted by Parliament itself. 

5060. Have not you given an opinion, in an earlier part of your exami¬ 
nation, that the profit to the Company must be regulated by the quantity of 
tea that they put up, and the proportion that quantity may bear to the 
demands of the consumption ?—I have no doubt that the quantity put up 
must, affect the price; but, as I have before stated to the Committee, the 
Company abundantly supply the market. 

5061. If the Company choose to supply that consumption so^ abundantly 
as to sell it at the prime cost, could they very easily do so?—That would 
depend upon the competition of the buyers. If the Company chose to give 
away their tea, I suppose they might do so. 

5062. Must they not by Act of Parliament put it up at cost price ?—All 
that they expose for sale they must put up at a price not exceeding pnme 
cost, with the other charges specified in the Commutation Act. 

5063. Therefore they cannot sell under prime cost ?—Yes, I apprehend 
they can. The Act of Parliament merely precludes the Company from put¬ 
ting it up at more than the cost price. 

5064. Is it not true that the Company might, by regulating the quantity 
put up, produce any given price of tea from the price which you call the 
giving-away price, up to almost any amount of profit that they might put 
upon it ?—I have no doubt that the Company might raise the price of tea 
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by limiting the quantity exposed to sale; but that is a power which, if they 
possess it, they have never exercised. 

5065. Having that power, do not you presume them to exercise it, upon 
the calculation of giving themselves what they consider a reasonable profit ? 
—I must again repeat to the Committee, what I know to be the fact, that in 
fixing the quantities to be put up for sale, the Company never advert to the 
amount of profit that they expect to receive. They look only to the state of 
the market, and their object is to afford an abundant supply. 

.5066. Can you state what the per-centage of profit is, upon the average of 
any given number of years, upon the tea trade ?—From a calculation that 
has been made in consequence of Mr. Bates’s computation, it would appear 
that, supposing the tea to have been all contract congo (the species assumed 
by Mr. Bates), the rate of profit beyond interest for the use of the capital 
amounted in 1829-30 to twelve per cent, in the two years that the capital is 
locked up ; that is, six per cent, per annum. 

5067. Is that the result of two particular years ?—It is the result only as 
applicable to contract congo tea in the year 1829-30, and was ascertained 
solely for the purpose of meeting Mr. Bates’s statement, which had reference 
to that kind of tea, and to that year. 

5068. If the same calculation were made for a longer period, do you 
think it would widely differ from that?—I think the rate of profit would be 
much higher in former years. I will explain one or two of the particulars of 
the calculation. The Company offered to sell their contract congo tea (and 
although that is the tea upon which this calculation was made, yet the result 
would, I believe, be nearly the same as to all kinds of tea, the profit on con¬ 
tract congo in 1829-30 affording a fair average of the profit of teas upon the 
whole sale) at 2 s. l$tf.: the upset price was Qs. Id. and the farthing was the 
advance at which it would have been sold if no more had been bid. I he 
price at which it was sold was 3d. above that upset price, which is twelve per 
cent., and the capital is locked up for two years. 

5069. In the upset price at which the tea is put up, is not interest for. 
capital included ?t-I before stated, that the interest is included in the upset 
price. 

5070. Is not that a particular case that you have selected ?—It is for a 
particular year, 1829-30, and the calculation is made with reference to a 
particular tea, the contract congo. Both tire year> and the tea are those 
which were selected by Mr. Bates. The profit that the Company made in 
that year upon the contract tea is about the average profit that they then 
made upon all descriptions of tea. 

5071. Was the profit in 1829-30 lower than in most other years?—-It was 
much lower. 

5072. Lower than any,other year?—-I think it; was lower than in 1828-9, 
but that was very low also. 


5073. How 
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5073. How do you calculate the capital of the Company employed in the 
tea trade ?—This is calculated upon the principle of taking the cost of the 
tea in China, all. the charges upon that tea, the freight that is paid, and 
every thing that constitutes the upset price and the aggregate cost is the 
capital upon which interest is computed. 

5074 . Without selecting any particular year, be so good as to state to the 
Committee, upon the average of years, what has been the profit upon the 
cost price ?—I have not the materials at present for stating it, but such an 
account can be furnished if the Committee desire it. 

5075. On referring to the account of the upset price at which the tea was 
put up in the year 1823, and the price at which it Was sold, there appear to 
be these results: the putting up price of bohea in 1823 was Is. 6d., the sale 
price 3s. 6<£; for congo, the putting up price xvas 2s. C M., the sale price 
2s. Cyfad. There is another quality of congo, which was 2s. 4 <d., the sale 
price 2s. 7&tf. Oftwankay, the putting up price was 2s. 5d>, the sale price 
3s. 5-£ad. Of hyson-skin, the putting up price 2s. 6d., the sale price 8s.5rW. 
Hyson, the putting up price 4s., the sale price 4<s. 9 tW. Were these prices 
in your contemplation when you gave your answer to a question lately put ? 
—I believe I stated in my former answer, that the calculation had reference 
to the sales of 1829-30, and that I was perfectly aware that in most of the 
earlier years there had been much greater profit. 

5076. Could you furnish the Committee with a statement of the average 
profit for the whole period from 1814< to the present time?—Certainly, if the 
Committee wish it 

5077. In the year 1827-8, the prime cost of the tea is stated as £1,981,419; 
are the Committee to understand that that is the prime cost of the tea to the 
Company?—-I apprehend that that is the invoice cost, and therefore it in¬ 
cludes freight and charges upon the outward consignments. 

5078. If the Company sold that tea so as to produce the exact sum of 
£1,981,419, they would be neither gainers nor losers P—The prime cost in 
the statement showing that amount does not include interest or insurance. 
It is only in the upset prices that these items are comprised as actual 
charges. 

5079. What is meant by giving the Committee a paper, in which this is 
stated as the prime cost, if it does not include every thing ?—I did not pre¬ 
pare that statement; but I have no doubt it was framed for the purpose of 
giving all the information that it was supposed to be the wish of the party 
who called for the account to obtain. 

5080. Does it include every thing but interest ?—It neither included 
interest nor insurance, nor freight on the homeward consignment, nor charges 
of merchandize in England. 

5081. If the Company had sold their teas for £l,981,419, they would 
have exactly cleared themselves,, without either profit or loss, with the single 

4 Q 2 exception 


<SL 


11 May 1880. 

r . C. Mm% Esq. 




11 May 1830 . 

J. C. Melvill, Esq. 



I 




670 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

exception of interest ?—The freight upon the homeward investment is not 
included in that account- 

5082. It appears that in the year 1828-9 the actual sale amount was 
£3,286,272; must not the difference between the one sum and the other be 
the amount of the profit of the India Company upon that adventure, always 
excepting the charge still to be made of interest ?—The interest, the freight, 
and the ordinai’y commercial charges at home, such as are exhibited in the 
profit and loss accounts. 

5083. Will you look at the account of profit and loss upon the trade of 
the East-India Company for the last ten years from China, and you will see 
that the total cost of the teas for ten years was £25,681,320; do you con¬ 
sider that to be a fair statement of the total cost of the teas to the Company? 

_Provided interest and insurance be added, which are not included in the 

profit and loss accounts, as they are not actual outgoings. 

5084. So that, if the Company had sold their teas for that precise sum of 
£25,681,320, they would have exactly cleared themselves, with the exception 
of interest and insurance ?—Clearly. 

5085. It appears by the same account that they did actually sell those 
teas for the amount of £35,960,064, leaving a profit upon that transaction of 
£10,278,744 ?—Clearly. 

5086. Is not that, in round numbers, a profit of about 40 per cent. ?—It is. 

5087. In what manner do you reconcile this account with the statement 
you have before given of the small amount of profit said to be derived by 
the Company?—I apprehend the charge of interest and insurance would 
make a great difference; but undoubtedly one of the principal causes is, 
that the Company, in common with other traders, have suffered a great 
diminution of profit. Their profits, as I before said, were much lower in 
1829-30 than in former years. 

5088. Does the first column of prime cost, calculated at 6s. 8r/. per tale, 
include outward freight ?—It does. 

5089. You have stated, in answer to question 4297. that all the Company’s 
consignments and remittances to China are made entirely with a view to, 
and do in fact, terminate in, supplying the treasury at Canton with funds for 
a provision of tea; are you aware that the principal object of British mer¬ 
chants, in the opening of the trade with India in 1814 down to 1818 
inclusive, was to furnish funds to purchase Indian produce for shipment 
to Europe, in the same manner that it is now the object of the East-India 
Company to furnish funds in China for their investments of tea j and are 
you further aware that since 1818 down to the present time, the nature of 
that trade to India has entirely changed, in consequence of the extensive 
demand for British manufacture in India, the purchase of Indian produce, 
in the place of being, as formerly, an object desirable as profitable invest¬ 
ment, being now become a means of remittance ?—The Company have the 
most convincing evidence of the increasing difficulty of finding the necessary 

means 
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means of remittance from India, caused in great measure by the demand of 
returns for exports to that country. 

5090. Was it not from 1814 to 1818, and at anterior periods, a difficulty 
of an opposite description ; namely, a difficulty of creating funds in India 
to pay for the articles sent out?—Not from 1814 to 1818, so fai as the 
Company were concerned. Their difficulty has been in obtaining re- 
mittances for the funds belonging to them in India. 

5091. The question refers to private merchants ?—I am not acquainted 
with the private trade ; I know that bullion used to go to India in much 
greater quantity than it does now. 

5092. Do not you know that now the difficulty is to find the means of 
remittance from India, whereas before the opening of the trade, and for the 
first few years after that opening, with reference to the private merchant, 
the difficulty was to find the means of creating a fund in India tor the pay- 
ment of goods to be brought from that country to this?—-I know that the 
difficulty now is the finding means of remittance from India; but I do not 
feel myself competent to say what difficulty of an opposite kind may have 
been experienced by private merchants. 

5093 Do you not then think that, under those circumstances, it the 
monopoly of the Company’s trade to China were discontinued, the importa¬ 
tion of tea into this country would soon assume the same character as the 
importations of cotton, foreign coffee, saltpetre, and other Indian products 
in the India trade?—I think there is a great difference between the trade 
with India and the trade with China. Whatever success may have attended 
the endeavour to export British manufactures to India, it by no means 
follows that the same result would attend a free trade to China, because the 
introduction, more extensively than at present, of such ai tides, woul 1 
depend upon local regulations. We have controlled such regulations m 
India, and have thereby interfered with the native manufactuies, but we 
could not exercise any such control in China. 

5094. In point of fact, have not the Americans already, m their trade to 
China, in a great degree produced such a state of things; namely, a laige 
importation of produce of other countries, and a consequent low price of 
tea P ?—I have heard that latterly the Americans have resorted to the practice 
of exporting British manufactures and produce to China; but I have only 
learned that fact from the evidence given before this Committee. It hac 
been my impression that the principal exports of the Americans toCjnna 
were dollars; and I still think that, upon the whole, dollars have to them 
proved the most profitable mode of paying for their teas. . 

5095. Supposing the Chinese to manifest the same disposition to consume 
British manufactures, either from their cheapness or their superior quality, 
or from any other motive, which the natives of India have manifested since 
the opening of the trade to India, would not the same result probably arise 
in the interchange of commodities between the two countries; namely, a 
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very great increase of the 'export trade of this country, and a greater 
demand in China for the produce of that country, attended with the lower 
• price probably of the article ?— It might have such an effect; but to the 
extent that it had, India would suffer by an abridgment of the means of 
remittance of that portion of the Indian revenues which is expended in this 
country. 

5096. Assuming that the Chinese will consume our manufactures, do you 
think that if they do consume them they would not find a means of remit¬ 
tance in the increased supply of tea and other articles from China?—They 
must certainly give something in return for whatever they took from us ; but 
that something would not augment the channel of remittance from India ; 
besides which, how would the difference of exchange be made up to the 
Indian community which they now derive from the profits of the Company’s 
trade. ■ 

5097* Supposing the same supply of opium and other commodities to go 
from India to China, or supposing that supply to be increased, would there 
not be the same funds created as means of remittance ?—There might be 
the same funds created as means of remittance, but they would not be 5 appli¬ 
cable to the same object. The funds that are now created as a means of re¬ 
mittance to the Company form the source from which they derive that profit 
from which the inhabitants of India now get a benefit, which they could not 
obtain in any other mode, unless directly from the people of England. 

^ 5098. Do you mean to state, that if 10,000,000 of dollars were raised in 
China by a quantity of opium sent from India to China, those 10,000,000 
would not create a credit, out of which a remittance to that amount might 
be made to this country, whether by private trade or by the Company ?— 
Ihere can be no doubt of it; and the Company already avail themselves of 
that credit for the purchase of two-thirds of their teas. 

50 99- ^011 stated in your former evidence, that the average period that the 
Company’s tea remains in their warehouses is twenty months, and that the 
charge of interest which the Company makes under the Commutation Act is 
for eighteen months, and you further stated your opinion that were the tea to 
remain in warehouse for a shorter period than eighteen months the provision of 
the Commutation Act, in sec. 5, would not be complied with: are you not of 
opinion, that the keeping of five or six months’ stock of tea in the Company’s 
warehouses, added to the quantities ordered and not arrived, as stated in the 
statute, would have been a sufficient compliance with the intention of the 
Legislature ; and would not the keeping of such stock have enabled the 

Company to supply the public with a cheaper and fresher supply of tea?_ 

I am clearly of opinion, that if the Company had so reduced their supply, 
the Act would have been infringed. I have read the Act deliberately since 
yesterday, and considered it well; and it occurs to me, that to suppose that 
the Legislature meant that the Company should consider as on hand the 
quantity of tea ordered bu,t not in warehouse, is to assume that the 
Company might have their warehouses completely empty. I think the 
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Legislature, looking at the uncertainty and liability to interruption which, 11 May 1830. 

especially in early years, was felt to attach to the China trade, must have —- 

intended to guard against the contingency of a failure of supply. And I J- MeMll, Esq 

would respectfully submit to this Committee, whether supposing that, at the 

present moment, instead of the subject of discussion now before them, they 

were inquiring into an allegation that the Company had infringed the law, 

the China trade being interrupted, and no tea being in the warehouse, the 

majority of men would hesitate to pronounce an opinion, that, under the 

Act in question, the Company were bound to do what they have done. 

5100. Would not the intention of the Legislature, which was, that there 
should always be twelve months' supply beforehand, have been complied 
with, by having always six months’ supply in hand over and above the supply 
coming in ?•—I think it would not. The Act provides a minimum, and 
states the object to be that of having a stock always beforehand. 

5101. Does it not frequently happen, in consequence of the present 
system, that the tea is sometimes two or three years in England before 
it is sold?—I think not. It is not within my department; but from what I 
have heard, I should suppose it has very rarely happened that'tea lias been 
so long as two years in warehouse. There may be cases in which tea, 
rejected at a sale, and then put up without price at the following sale, has 
bee^ kept more than two years. The interest is never charged beyond the 
eighteen months. 

5102. In point of fact, at the last March sale, were there not teas put up 
and sold that were imported in March, April and May 1827?—I am not 
aware of the fact. 

5103. Could you ascertain that ?— Certainly. 

5104. When you spoke of teas being rejected, you did not meari rejected 
for their quality, but rejected because the quantity is superabundant ?—They 
are offered for sale at the upset price, and nobody bids for them; but I 
cannot possibly say why individuals do not bid. 

5105. Then they are put up again and sold without reserve ?—Yes ; and : 
there have been instances in which teas rejected at one sale, when put up at 
the upset price, have been put up at the succeeding sale at no price, and 
have fetched more than the price at which they were first put up. 

5106. Can you state to the Committee what reduction in the upset prices 
of bohea and congo has been made by the Company in the forty years which 
have elapsed from the year 1784, when the upset price was fixed by the Com¬ 
mutation Act for the four first sales afterwards ?—T cannot. I have seen 
such a document, but I have not got it by me; it can be furnished to the 
Committee for every year. 

5107. Has the reduction in the upset price of tea since the year 1814 kept 
pace with the general reduction in the price of other articles of importation 
from foreign countries ?—My impression is, that there has been a less re¬ 
duction 
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11 May 1830. duction in the price of tea than on that of other articles, but that there has 

- also been a less rise ; I think there have been less violent fluctuations in the 

f. C. Mdvitl, Esq. p r i ce 0 f tea than in that of other commodities. 

5108. In point of fact, whatever have been the circumstances and changes 
in the value of money, or otherwise, that have so greatly lowered the price 
of all articles of foreign import, the price of tea has not lowered in the same 
proportion ?—Perhaps not; but 1 think it would have, if the price had also 
risen in the same proportion. 

5109 As far as the price was affected by the exchange and the value of 
money, must it not have risen in the same proportion, because the upset 
price was always determined by the prime cost at Canton?—What I mean 
to say is, that so far as I am informed, the rise and fall in the prices of tea 
were not so considerable as in those of other articles. 

5110. You have also stated that the profit was much larger at the period 
in question ?—It was. 

5111. Ought not then the upset price to have fallen still more in conse¬ 
quence of the profit being so much reduced as it has since been ?—The 
upset price is not regulated by the profit. 

5112. Does not the upset price now include the lower rate of exchange, 
and the import charges ?— It does; the upset price has doubtless been affected 
and reduced by the reduction in the prices at which the Company provide 
their outward consignments to China, and by the reduction in the rates of 
exchange at which their bills have been negotiated. 

5113. In point of fact, do you think that any other article of merchandize 
in general trade can be pointed out in which the reduction has been so in¬ 
considerable as in tea since the year 1814?—I really am not sufficiently 
conversant with merchandize in general to be able to speak to that. 

5114. You have stated that the sending of merchandize from India to 
China was an encouragement to the trade in one important article of Indian 
produce, namely, cotton ; can you state what has been the loss to the Com¬ 
pany on the average of ten years, ending 1827-8, upon this branch of their 
trade ?—The profit and loss accounts will probably show that, though they 
include sandal-wood as well as cotton. 

5115. Admitting that that trade is carried on at an average annual loss to 
the Company, do not you consider that the persevering in a trade which is 
attended by a yearly loss is more likely, by deranging the necessary relation 
between supply and” demand, to prove a discouragement than an encourage¬ 
ment to the trade in any article of merchandize ?—As a general principle, 
that may be correct. 

5116. Do you think it is so in this particular case?—In that particular 
case the result is arrived at after adding the Company’s freight. 

5117. Are you not of opinion that in whatever degree there might exist an 

effective 
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effective demand for cottons in the Chinese market, that demand would be 
naturally supplied by the merchants of India ?—I have no doubt of that. 

5118. Then is it desirable that the Company should waste their funds in 
such a trade ?—-They do not waste their funds, because the freight upon the 
ships must be incurred at any rate ; and deducting that freight, which, but 
for being put upon the cotton, would come upon the tea, the Company, by 
their cotton transactions, realize the tale at a lower rate than they would by 
bills; and therefore, so far as the upset price of tea is concerned, it is clear 
that the Company’s consignments of cotton are advantageous. 

5119- Although at one period they did realize a lower rate than by bills, 
would they do so now ?—The last two or three years they would not; but 
upon, the average of years they would. 

5120. Supposing the same trade, to the same extent, to have been carried 
on by private individuals, would not imports be created in Canton to the 
same amount ?—Yesj but the tale would be more highly valued, because 
the sending of cotton is one mode of reducing the expence of the freight 
upon the tea. 

5121. Then, supposing the freights of the Company to^ be much higher 
than the freights of individuals, would not that affect it ?—That would affect 
it, undoubtedly j but the Company’s freights depend upon the law which 
regulates their shipping. 

5122. You stated, in answer to questions 4326 and 4327, that the most 
disadvantageous mode which the Company could adopt of providing funds 
for the purchase of teas was by sending British manufactures to China; and 
further, that the Company have always been desirous, from policy, of ex¬ 
porting the produce and manufactures of this country to places to which they 
have an exclusive privilege of trading, and that they have felt themselves 
under something like a moral obligation to do so. Are you aware that, 
during the last twelve years, the export of British manufactures by the Ame¬ 
ricans to China has greatly increased, whereas since the commencement of 
the present charter the export of the East-India Company has diminished ?— 
I have not by me the particulars of the American trade. I see, by the state¬ 
ments that have been submitted to this Committee, there has been an increase 
in their exports of British manufactures, the amount of which, however, falls 
far short of the quantity exported by the Company. 

5123. Has not the quantity exported by the Company been diminished ?— 
I rather think that there has been no material decrease in the quantity } the 
value is of course less. 

5124. Can you suppose that when the Americans have been increasing’ 
their exports they could be actuated by any other consideration than a 
view to their own interest ?—I should think that no merchant would export 
goods that he did not expect to make a profit upon; but as to any comparison 
of the Company’s exports with those of the Americans, it would be desirable 
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to ascertain the result of the Company’s consignments in the years 1828-9 
and 1829-30. Information has been .received, from which it may be inferred 
that the Company’s consignments of those two seasons will prove one of : the 
best modes of remittance that the Company have adopted ; and it is not un¬ 
likely that some of the favourable statements which the Committee have 
received of the American exports may have reference to a later period than 
those yet made up of the Company’s. 

5125. In point of fact, you have stated that hitherto it has been the worst ? 
—It has hitherto, upon an average of the years since 1814-15. 

5126. Supposing it should turn out that the best mode which the Company 
can now resort to of creating funds in China is the export of British manu¬ 
factures, whilst that export is also increasing through the channel of American 
commerce, would it not lead to the inference that the Chinese are become 
more disposed to consume the manufactures of this country, and thereby to 
afford a greater facility to the extension of their trade ?—The improvement 
has probably arisen from the low rate at which the goods have been purchased 
here. There can be no doubt, if the fact should be established that a profit¬ 
able trade is carried on with China in British manufactures to a larger extent 
than used to be, and that such should continue to be the case, that that will 
show an increasing demand for them. 

5127. Will not the benefit of that fact have been principally supplied by 
the enterprise of the American private trade?—I cannot say that I think the 
American trade has reference particularly to late periods. There has been a 
great depression of the prices of manufactured articles in this country, and I 
believe the profit upon them will in consequence be large this year, and that 
it has been large in the last year $ but that will be the case with the Company’s 
consignments, as well as with those of the Americans. 

5128. If there should be a favourable result, should you attribute it to the 
fall of prices of British manufactures ?—I should think principally. I would 
explain, upon the subject of British manufactures, that the chief loss which 
the Company would appear to have sustained has been in articles made of 
British wool, and that the obligation under which the Company have felt 
themselves has been to protect that trade in particular. In articles made in 
England of foreign wool, the remittances have upon the whole been rather 
profitable than otherwise. 

5129. You stated, in answer to question 4330, that the insurance is charged 
by the Company at the rate of three per cent. It has been given in evi¬ 
dence to the Committee, that the ordinary rate of insurance for sea risk on 
the voyage to or from India is from two to two and a half; and it is further 
stated, that the risk in the Company’s ships is smaller than in any other 
class of vessels j does not the enhanced rate charged by the Company add 
to the upset price of the teas ?—I am satisfied that if the Committee will be 
pleased to call for further information upon that subject, they will find that 
that which has been given in evidence is incorrect. I had an opportunity of 
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converging with one of the most experienced members of Lloyd’s, who has 11 May 1830. 
been there more than forty years, and who states that he is prepared to give —— 

it in evidence to this Committee that the ordinary rate for insurance at the J-Meivill, Esq 
present moment upon a Company’s ship is three per cent, out and three per 
cent, home, that is, six per cent, for the whole voyage. 

5130. What is the actual loss of the Company by sea-risk?—It is very in¬ 
considerable indeed ; I believe not above three-quarters per cent. 

5131. So that the difference between the three-quarters per cent, and the 
three per cent, you consider to be the profit to them as underwriters ?— 

Certainly. 

513&. Do the Company always insure their own ships?—They are their 
own insurers in all cases. 

5133. You have stated that there has been a greater fluctuation in the 
price of other articles of merchandize than in that of tea ; do you give that 
answer after an examination of the facts of the case?—No, it is from what I 
have heard. 

5184. Are you aware of the average price of pepper during the period in 
question ?—I have no information upon that subject. 

5135, Are you aware that a part of the fall in price of those articles arises 
from the circumstance of their being considered as a consignment from 
a foreign country, and the profit upon the whole transaction, including 
freight, falling in a great measure upon the outward cargo from this country? 

—I am not aware of that being the case ; but it certainly would not do for 
the Company, if they are to meet the obligations imposed upon them, to 
import their teas without realizing any profit upon them. 

5136. In answer to a question upon the subject of the export of British 
manufactures from this country to China, you made a distinction between 
the quantity and value of those manufactures; and you stated that, although 
the value of the Company’s exports of that description had decreased, the 
quantities had not decreased ; does it not appear, by this account* that there 
has been a considerable decrease in the quantities— [A printed Account being 
shown to the witness'] ?—This account is made up only'to 1827-8. In that 
year there was a decrease in woollens and ah increase in metals. 

51S 7 . Is not the amount of the metals and other articles very inconsider¬ 
able, compared with that of the woollens ?-~-It is. 

5138. Do the Company charge three per cent, on the export of bullion ? 

—No ■; they do not. 

5139. Are you not aware that bills on the Court of Directors and the 
Government of India, have for several years been in great request at Can¬ 
ton ?—I dare say they have. I have no doubt that individuals in .India would 
be very glad to avail themselves of that mode of remittance, if the treasury 
were regularly open for cash in exchange for bills. 

5140. In fact, if there be such demand for bills at Canton, is it not proba- 
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II May 1830. ble that there would - be less difficulty than you appeared to apprehend is 
j ZTT.j, r providing so large a sum as two millions sterling ?—I think two million 
. ev <sq. s t er lx n g i s a large sum to provide; and I have seen nothing in the documents 
received from China which induces me to think that the supercargoes sup¬ 
pose that they could negotiate bills to that extent annually; at the same 
time, if the treasury were regularly open, no doubt a large sum would seek 
remittance to England in that mode, but that would interfere with the ope¬ 
ration of the Company's system as prescribed by law. 

5141. In point of fact, with the increased demand on the part of the Com¬ 
pany, and with the greatly increased demand on the part of the Americans 
and other foreigners trading to China, has not the exchange been regularly 
falling from 5s. 6d. to 3s. lid. the dollar?—3s. lid. is a rate I have seen 
quoted in the Canton Register j but I have seen against it “ No bills.” 

5142. Has not it been affected by the price of silver in Europe ?—That has 
affected it, no doubt. 

5148. Do not the words ** no bills” mean that at the price of 3s. lid. or 
4s. there are no bills offered ?—I think it really means that there are no per¬ 
sons ready to grant the bills. 

5144. Then the fact is that at Canton, at the date of this price-current, 
you might have the dollar for 3s. lid. if you were disposed to give a credit 
upon London by a bill drawn upon London ?—To some extent; but the 
low rate quoted may have been caused by no bills being obtainable. Had 
bills been offered, the rate might and probably would have risen. 

5145. Then the exchange has fallen from 5s. 6d. to 3s. lid. notwith¬ 
standing an increased export of productions of China ?—It has materially 
fallen. 

5146. And this fund might have been created without producing any of 
those effects which you apprehended would arise from a demand for two 
millions sterling ?—My apprehension as to a demand in China for two mil¬ 
lions sterling was, that the Company, compelled as they are by law to secure 
the public from failure in the supply of tea, could not with safety trust to 
that mode only for obtaining their funds in China; and nothing that I have 
heard has tended to remove that apprehension. 

5147. Are you aware that in eleven years, from 1817-18 to 1827-8, the 
value of Indian opium sold at Canton alone, without including other quan¬ 
tities deposited in the other parts of China, has increased from 2,951,100 
Spanish dollars in the first of those years to 11,243,496 in the last of those 
years ?—I know that there has been a great increase in the price which 
opium has fetched in Canton; but I have understood that that price has 
greatly fallen, and that by the last accounts it was still decreasing. 

5148. Are you also aware that the exports of Chinese merchandize have 
been far from keeping pace with this extraordinary increase of exportation 
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of opium ?—l am aware that there has been a remittance of bullion from 11 May 1 830. 
China to India every year to pay the balance. ^ J C Esg _ 

5149. Does not the large remittance of bullion from China to India to pay 
the balance explain the temporary falling olf in the supply of opium from 
India to China; and does not it, in fact, show that the state of the trade 
now from China with other parts of the world is one in which they want the 
means of remittance, in order to pay for the great quantity of opium and 
other articles that they consume ?—It would appear that the Chinese can¬ 
not make returns in merchandize for all that they take. 

5150. Then the result is, that in proportion to the consignments made of 
opium and many of those other articles, there will be greatly extended faci¬ 
lities given to the Company, or any other parties trading with China, for 
making remittances to India, and from India to Europe?—-~Io India, cer¬ 
tainly ; and the Company avail themselves of that resource to the extent 
of two-thirds of what they want. 

5151. Are you not of opinion that if the Chinese could find increased 
means of remittance, they would consume a further quantity of opium and 
other goods from India and this country?—No doubt; but with respect to 
the opium trade, considerable uncertainty attaches to that, on account of 
the rigour that every now and then bursts out on the part of the govern¬ 
ment to check that contraband trade. 

5152. When you see the consumption of one article increasing, in the 
short space of ten years, five-fold, is it not a strong presumption that that 
increase is likely to be still more extended, if it be not interfered with by 
some over-ruling authority ?—It may in that period have reached its maxi¬ 
mum. 

5153. Can you state the amount of dollars and silver that was remitted 
to Bengal in the year 1828 ?—Such an account has been prepared, but I have 
not got it. 

5154. In point of fact, did it exceed 5,000,000 of dollars ?—I am not 
aware. 

5155. Have you seen the price-current in the Canton Register of the 26th 
of February 1828 ?—I have not. 

5156. Are you aware that in the price-current it is stated, that the expoit 
from Canton to India for the season 1827-8 amounts in bullion to 5,667,979 
Spanish dollars ?—I am not aware of that fact, but I have no reason to 
doubt it. 

5157. And that besides, the Company’s Factory drew bills on the govern¬ 
ment of India to the extent of 1,700,000 Spanish dollars?—Very probably 
that was the case. 

5158. Have you seen the Chinese price-current of the 4th of February 
1828?—No. 

5159. Then 
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11 May 1880. 5159. Then you are not aware that it states that the exports of bullion 

—— this season have been to a very large amount, and that in consequence of 
7. C. mtinll, Esq. the i pw rates 0 f exchange many had been induced to make their returns to 
India and Europe in metals, iron, lead and steel, to the extent to which they 
were procurable ?—-I certainly was not aware that there was such proof of 
the difficulty of effecting returns from China to Europe. 

5160. Does not this fact show that there is a very great change in the 

trade with China; namely, that apparently the Chinese are embarrassed to 
find remittances in payment of the articles which they consume from India 
and from Europe?—It would undoubtedly show great difficulty in making 
returns. . 

5161. Especially, too, if they have been driven to the necessity of sending 
goods imported from Europe to market as a means of payment? -Clearly, 
I certainly was not before aware that goods imported into China from Eu¬ 
rope had been re-exported. 

5162. Does not the difficulty of remittance from China to India equally 
apply to other parts of the world ; because, if the remittance be made through 
India, it would equally extend to other parts of the world?—-It would. 

5163. Would not the cheaper price of tea, inducing a great increase of 
consumption in this country, afford the Chinese the facility for a greater 
remittance than they now have ?—It would undoubtedly give them a greater 
remittance. 

5164. Suppose, for instance, that instead of 30,000,000 we consume 
60 , 000,000 of tea, would not the Chinese have the means of paying for a 
greatly increased quantity of European merchandize, or of the produce of 
India, whichever suited their taste to consume?—Undoubtedly ; but if the 
larger quantity of tea were sold to the consumers only for the same sum that 
is now given for the smaller quantity, there would be no more than there 
now is to expend in British manufactures. 

5165. If. there is double the quantity of tea sold, will not that give them 
a double power of consumption ?—The more the Chinese can give, the more 
they can take in return. 

5166. The Committee called for a return of any accounts or estimates, 
which have been transmitted to the Lords of the Treasury under the Com¬ 
mutation Act, showing the sales made, the quantities put up to sale, and the 
prices and other particulars referred to in that Act, for the last five years $ 
the answer to that requisition has been, that no such accounts have been sent 
to the Treasury j are you of opinion, looking at the fifth section of the Coin-' 
mutation Act, that it does not require such accounts?—That clause has 
always been construed to mean that the Lords of the Treasury were to have 
these accounts when they required them. 

5167. Is that the construction that the words,imply ?— I think it was at 

least as obligatory upon the Lords of the Treasury to call for the accounts 
as upon the Court to furnish them. „ 
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5168. The words are, ‘‘That the said United Company shall, from time to 
time, lay before the Lord High Treasurer, or the Commissioners of the 
Treasury, copies of the accounts and estimates upon which such orders for ' 
importation, or prices for sales, or quantities put up to sale, shall be grounded, 
whenever such orders shall be sent out, or as often as they shall be called 
upon for the same by the said Lord High Treasurer or the Lords of the 
Treasury.” Is not the natural construction of those words, that those 
accounts are to be regularly sent whenever those transactions take place?— 
That would have been my construction, if the word had been and instead of 
or, but there is an option given. The last clause would not have been neces¬ 
sary if the first had been imperative. 

5169. Does the East-India Company, insuring itself, pay any duty to the 
Stamp-office for their insurances?-—None at all. The Company do not 
insure. 

5170. You stated yesterday, that if the trade to China were thrown open, 
and the Company continued to carry it on in competition with the private 
trade, you thought, with all the advantages they possessed in starting, they 
might continue that competition : have the Company, with all the advan¬ 
tages they possessed at the opening the trade with India in 1814, been able 
to sustain their competition with the private traders ?—With respect to that, 

I stated yesterday that the Company’s trade from India since 1814-15 had 
realized to them a better remittance than the bills of private merchants; and 
I would now state, that the Company have been and are compelled to make 
the trade of India a trade of remittance. They must bring the rupee home 
from the government of India, and get what they can for it; I cannot there¬ 
fore look upon the Indian trade as one that the Company can conduct upon 
mere mercantile principles; besides which, in judging of the results of the 
Company’s Indian trade, the Committee will not fail to bear in mind that 
the accounts include the loss by the Board’s rates of exchange. 

5171. Have they made a profit independently of that arbitrary valuation 
of the rupee?-—I think that upon the average, since 1814-15, if the accounts 
were made up at the mercantile rates, it would appear that the Company had 
made a profit upon the Indian trade. In some of the earlier years they made 
a very large profit. The account upon the Committee’s table embraces only 
ten years; if they will call for an account for the whole period since 1814-15, 

I think they will perceive a much more favourable result. 

5179. Supposing the exclusive trade with China were taken away from 
the East-India Company, but that they still continued to carry on that trade 
as a Company, and supposing that by carrying on that trade it was considerr- 
ably more divided than it has been, would not the increased competition in 
the China market give an opportunity to the Chinese to raise the general 
prices of their tea?—I have no doubt that it would do so; and I think that 
an opinion to that effect has been given in evidence before this Committee 
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by persons who are conversant with the Chinese character and the Canton 
market. 

5173. Supposing the Indian products were considerably improved in 
quality, and produced in a larger quantity in India, would not that tend 
greatly to obviate the difficulties which you now find in obtaining remittances 
from the East ?—If you can find a market for them, a profitable extension 
of exports from India is, in my humble judgment, an object the attainment 
of which is most desirable. 

5174. Would not cotton constitute a considerable portion of these remit¬ 
tances under the circumstances supposed ?—It might. 

5175. Would not there a market be found for that cotton ?—The cotton 
of India comes into competition with Egyptian cotton, and other cottons 
which, although as cheap in their production, are probably superior to it in 
many respects. 

5176. Do not you think that the staple of the cotton might be considera¬ 
bly improved, so as to make it equal to other cottons ?—I think it is very 
much to be desired that every practical improvement should be effected. 

5177. Has not the Court of Directors taken special pains in directing the 
attention of the government to that subject?—They have. 


Jovis, 13 ° die Maij 1830 . 

ROBERT RICKARDS, Esq. again called in, and examined. 

5178. Have you had an opportunity of examining the statements delivered 
in to this Committee by Mr. Melvill, and his observations on the statements 
laid by you before this Committee ?—I have examined them, as far as the 
leisure I could devote to it would admit. 

5179. Will you turn to question 4359 of Mr. Melvill’s evidence, which re¬ 
lates principally to the prices of tea, and state what observations you have to 
make upon his answer respecting the price being charged too low by you ? 
—Mr. Melvill, in his remarks upon my statement, seems to think that I have 
taken the price of tea in China at too low a rate. He says, " Mr. Rickards 
computes the prime cost of.tea in the coin of China very far below what is 
taken eitherby Mr. Bates orMr.Thornley, andso far belowwhat is actually paid 
by the Company, that I cannot imagine that the Company could have ob¬ 
tained teas at the prices computed by Mr. Rickards without a deterioration 
in quality.” The prices included in the statement I delivered to the Com¬ 
mittee in my answer 3454a, p. 413, to show at what rate a private merchant 
could import tea into this country at a profit, are the prices, I presume, to 
which Mr. Melvill alludes. Those prices may be lower than the Company’s, 
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but they are the prices at which private merchants and individuals are con¬ 
stantly in the habit of purchasing their teas in China, and even at a lower 
rate. It is very certain that whenever the Company go into the market to 
purchase any commodity, prices rise; and this appears in the present in¬ 
stance to be the case, as the China price-currents will show ; for in every 
year, from the month of October to the month of January, the period of the 
Company’s ships being in China, prices are at the highest; after that they* 
fall. I have a price-current which states, in the month of May 1829, the 
price of congo tea (the chief article of import) to be from 18 to 20 tales per 
pecul. Private merchants profess to be in the habit of purchasing equally 
good tea at 18 tales per pecul with that of the Company, which is charged 
at 26 .tales per pecul. I have taken it in my statement at the medium be¬ 
tween 18 and 26, namely, 22 tales per pecul, deeming it a fair rate for such 
a statement as that which I submitted to the Committee in my answer 3454 a, 
p. 413, and which I take to be the statement here referred to. 

5180. You are speaking of corresponding qualities of course?—I am 
speaking of a corresponding quality, because I have repeatedly heard of tea 
which has been purchased in China at 18 tales per pecul selling here at the 
same rate, and sometimes higher than the Company’s tea of the same 
denomination. 

5181. Have you heard or are you able to assign any reason why private 
merchants should be able to purchase their tea on better terms than the 
Company do?—Private merchants will always make better bargains than the 
Company’s agents can; and, as far as my observation goes, their pur¬ 
chases are generally made at the rate I now mentioned: I believe the 
Americans do the same. In what is called the season, that is, from October 
to January, when the Company are in the market, and when their ships are 
loading for Europe, the teas are, as before observed, quoted invariably in 
the Canton price-currents at much higher prices than they are the rest of 
the year; congo, for example, is generally quoted at 26 tales per pecul, 
and immediately after the season closes it falls to from 18 to 20, and so 
continues for the remainder of the year. After the season closes, the tea 
is commonly denominated old tea, in contradistinction to the tea purchased 
during the season, which is called new tea; but the old tea is, generally 
speaking, fully as good as what is denominated new tea, or as that exposed 
at the Company’s sales; and for this simple reason, viz. that although it 
might be somewhat older tea in China than the Company’s when purchased, 
yet when it comes to this country in the privilege of the commanders and 
officers of the Company’s ships, it is sold immediately on arrival, whereas 
the Company’s tea is kept, according to Mr. Melvill’s Statement, upon an 
average of twenty months in warehouse before sale; therefore the Com¬ 
pany’s tea, when sold, must be fully as old, or perhaps older, than what is 
called old tea purchased by the Company’s officers in China. 

5182. 'Are the Committee to understand that during the large purchases 
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made by the Company in the few months of the year the prices are raised 
by that demand?—The price-currents of China invariably show a rise at that 
period. 

5183. Are you able, from any of the documents on the table of the Com¬ 
mittee, to state the relative sale prices in England of the private trade tea, 
and of the tea sold by the Company, taking the Congo as an example ?— 
According to the Account No. 15, in Paper 6 of the papers delivered in to 
the Committee in 1830, it appears that the price of the Company’s Congo tea 
at the June sale of 1823 was 2s. 7 fad., the private trade tea in the same sale 
sold for 3s. 8 fad.; in the congo tea there is a difference throughout the 
whole of those sales, from the cursory view I now take of it, rather, I should 
think, in favour of the private trade, though I do not perceive any instance 
Of so great a difference as in this June sale. 

5184. You are aware that the Company purchase a large portion of their 
tea by contract made with the tea merchants previous to the season ?—Yes. 

5185. Have the officers of the Company’s ships any other means of pur¬ 
chasing than going into the public market the same as foreigners ?—No other 
that I am aware of. 

5186. Therefore none of the private trade tea can be contract tea ?—I am 
not aware how private traders make their bargains on all occasions. Some of 
the purchases made by private individuals are, as I understand, taken from 
the Hong, and some from the outside merchants. I do not myself know of 
any contracts entered into by individuals similar to those of the East-India 
Company. 

5187- And although the tea belonging to the officers of thq Company’s 
ships is not contract tea, yet by the sale prices you have stated it sells in 
England at a higher price than the Company’s tea r —So it appears on some 
occasions, at least by this statement. 

5188. Are you able, from any communication with officers who have been 
at Canton, to state whether the prices they pay for their tea are higher or 
lower generally than those quoted in the price-currents, or stated by the 
Company to be their average price r—They are almost invariably, I believe, 
lower than the prices quoted in the Canton price-currents between the months 
of October and January in each year. 

5189. Will you look at some of the other years, and see whether the 
private trade tea sells at prices above or below the Company’s sale prices ?— 
In the June sale of 1824 the Company’s congo sold at 2s. 6d. a pound, and 
the private trade tea at 2s. 1 Od. In 1825 the Company’s congo sold at 
2s. 5-fad., and the private trade tea at 2s. 8fad. In June 1826 the Com¬ 
pany’s congo is quoted at 2s. 2fad. and 2s. 4<fad., and the private trade tea 
at 2s. 1 fad. 

5190. Will you state the result in December 1826?—In the December 
sales 1826 the Company’s congo is quoted at 2s. 2tW. and 2s. 5-?od., and the 
private trade tea at 2s. S-rsd. 


5 191. Are 
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5191. Are you able, by looking at those accounts of sales of tea in this 

country, both Company’s and private trade tea, to say whether, on an ^ 
average, the private trade tea sells at an inferior price to that of the Com¬ 
pany ?_I have not made any calculation founded upon this account, as to 

the average price of the tea sold by the Company and that sold by private 
individuals; but, on a cursory view of this document, it appears to me that 
what I before stated, in answer to the questions that have been put to me 
on this subject, is confirmed, and that the private trade tea, upon the 
average, sells at as fair a price as the Company’s tea in this maiket, and in 
some instances it has been found to sell higher. 

5192. Do you mean relatively to its quality ?—I have given my reasons 
for presuming that the quality of the private trade tea is not inferior to that 
of the Company. 

5193. Are the Committee then to conclude that the evidence given by 
you at your first examination, as to the prices of tea, is fully borne out by 
these documents before the Committee, and by the information from private 
merchants, and is not erroneous, as stated in Mr, Melvill’s evidence ?—It is 
fully borne out by the documents which I have referred to, including the 
Canton price-currents, as far as regards the prices I have inserted in the 
Statement delivered in in answer to question 3454a, and contained in 
page 413 of the Evidence. 

5194. When you state that the private trade tea is sold at the same rates 
upon the average as the Company’s tea, do you mean to abide by what you 
first said, that it was sold at a higher rate; because you set out by referring 
to a particular year, in which you showed a great discrepancy, which discre¬ 
pancy does not exist upon the whole average of years ?—I referred, in the 
first instance, to the June sale of 1823, because it was the (list column in 
this account which I was directed to examine and quote. In cursorily 
looking over the remaining sales, which are very numerous in this paper, it 
appeared to me that the average price of the private trade tea was upon the 
whole as high, and sometimes higher than the Company’s j as, for example, 
in 1827, in the June sale, the Company’s Congo sold at 2s.S T W. and 
2$. 4-fad. 9 while the private trade tea sold at 2s. 4fad f I here are certainly 
variations in the different sales contained in this account; but on the whole 
I do not see any thing that materially affects the evidence I have given on 
the subject of prices. 

5195. Do you think upon the average they sell for nearly the same?—It 
appears by this document that they do. 

5196. You have stated that the sales at the India-House, in general, have 
produced as good a price of the tea belonging to private trade as that’ 
belonging to the Company j will you be so good as state to the Committee 
whether the tea purchased by officers belonging to the Company in China, 
and sold at the India-House, is the same quality of tea which is bought by 
foreign traders in China?—I cannot pretend to say what the exact quality of 
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the tea sold at the India-House is, having never examined it, it not being in 
my way to deal in tea in any respect j but I have given reasons in the former 
part of my examination for presuming that the tea purchased in China, and 
sold by the Company’s officers in this country, is of an equal quality with 
that put up at the Company’s sales on their own account. 

5197- Is purchased in China at rates very much the same as those given 
by foreign traders?—I do not know what the Americans purchase their teas 
at. I can only judge from the regular course of the price-currents which I 
have quoted; and accordingly infer, that if British private traders can 
purchase tea at 18 to 20 tales per pecul, Americans may do the same. 

5198. Is not then the inference from your answer, that the teas sold at the 
India House of the private trade must be equal to the teas purchased by 
the India Company ?—I presume that they are equal, for the reasons I have 
already given. 

5199. Can you state to the Committee whether the teas purchased in 
China by Americans and other traders are of the same quality as those pur¬ 
chased by the officers of the Company ?—I have no precise knowledge of 
the quality of the tea purchased by Americans j but I have always had reason 
to suppose that the American teas purchased in China were of as good 
quality as those commonly sold in this country. 

5200. Then if the fact were that the teas purchased by the Americans 
and others in China were of an inferior quality, would the statement which 
you have made to the Committee of the prices which have been obtained at 
the India-House for the teas of the private trade be any regulation to the 
Committee in forming their opinion ?—I do not believe that the teas sold in 
America are inferior to those sold in this countryfor I have generally 
understood from persons who have visited America, that they have drunk 
better tea in America than they have done in this country. 

5201. If the price which the private trade tea bears in England, as com¬ 
pared with the price of the Company’s tea, is any criterion of the compara¬ 
tive quality of the private trade tea, would not also the price of the tea 
bought in China by the private trade, compared with the tea bought by 
foreigners in China, also lead to a conclusion as to the comparative quality 
of those teas ?—I have no precise knowledge of American prices, compared 
with the quality of their teas. I only know that during the season, which 
extends from October to January in each year, the tea is invariably higher 
from 20 to 80 per cent, than during any other period of the year; and 
therefore the teas of the same quality, congo, for example, that costs, during 
the season, 26 tales per pecul, will sell for 18 and 20 tales per pecul after 
the season is closed. If, therefore, one merchant can get it at this rate, I 
presume another can do the same. 

5202. Is not that tea which is bought in the private trade in China, and 
which sells in this country at a price in many instances higher than the tea 

of 
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of the Company, very often tea which passes under the denomination of old 13 May 1 830. 
tea ? —Yes it is. r. Rickards , Esq. 

5203. Do not the persons entitled to the private trade purchase their teas 
in China at the reduced price which ensues after the Company’s purchases ? 

—I have understood that they purchase some portion of it, whilst some pur¬ 
chase the whole at the reduced price. 

5204. May it not be presumed that much of the private trade tea is 
of that description ?—I am not prepared to say that the greater part of it is 
old tea. 

5205. Do you conceive that the captains of the Company’s ships buy 
generally what is called the old tea or not?—Yes, they do, very often. 

5206. Is it not probable, as the ships sail in December, that the captaius 
of the Company’s ships buy their tea at the same time that the Company 
does?—That does not always follow; because the captains and officers of 
the Company’s ships may have correspondents in China; agents whom they 
can authorize to purchase teas for them when the tea is at the cheapest 
rate. 

5207. If a foreigner at Canton purchases a quantity of tea at the same 
rate as a person in the privileged trade, does not the presumption arise that 
the qualities of those two portions of tea are equal ?—Clearly. 

5208. If a person in the privileged trade sells the tea which is so bought 
at a price equal to the price which the Company gets for its tea, is not it 
also a presumption that the tea which that privileged person sells is of as 
good a quality as that of the Company ?—Clearly ; it may be so presumed. 

5209. Does not that lead to the inference, that the tea bought by the 
foreigner in Canton is of as good a quality as the tea sold by the Company 
in England?—i have always understood that the American tea is of equal 
quality, and sometimes superior* 

5210. Is not that estimate of the qualities of the different teas an inlerence 
drawn from the prices which they respectively fetch at the Company’s sales ? 

—It is certainly a fair inference. 

5211. You have stated that old tea is sold cheaper than the new tea in 
the Canton market; by the old tea is it meant tea that has been kept ioi a 
year, or only tea that has been kept over the period of the winter sales ?— 

Only the tea that has been kept over the period of the winter sales. When 
the season closes, the tea is invariably called old tea, and sold as such, 
though only a month older than the other. 

5212. Have you ever been in China ?—Yes. 

5213. From what source do you obtain your information as to the price 
at which the privileged tea is bought?—From various officers and purseis 
whom I have spoken to upon the subject in the city, and who have in¬ 
variably 
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variably given me the same information which I now submit to the Com¬ 
mittee. 

5214. Have you not had the sale of some tea?—Yes; some of the last 
season passed through our hands. 

5215. Do the officers in the private trade invariably make their invest¬ 
ments in tea at a period subsequent to the Company ?—They have the 
means of corresponding with agents in China* and have therefore the means 
of making their purchases previous to their arrival, or before the season 
commences. 

5216. Then the officers of the Company pursue the same custom that the 
Company do themselves, of making contracts for the teas previous to their 
being shipped ?—They enter into engagements with the private merchants 
in Canton; but as to making regular contracts, Ido not understand that 
they pursue the same course in that respect that the Company does. 

5217- If they make engagements, would not those engagements fix the 
price?— Of course they will. 

5218. What effect could the purchases of the officers of the Company 
have upon the market of China after the teas which they have engaged for 
are furnished to them ?—'The effect produced on the China market by the 
purchases of tea will of course be limited by the extent of those operations. 

5219. In answer to question 4359> Mr. Melvill has stated, that on ex¬ 
amining the calculations that have been given in by you, Mr. Bates, and Mr. 
Thornley, he finds “ that one fallacy attends most of them, taking the 
valuation of the tale according to the rate of exchange at the period of un¬ 
usual depression;” will you state how far that objection taken by Mr. 
M el vill applies as to you r statements ?—Confining my self again to the statem en t 
included in my answer 3454d, p. 413,1 have taken the value of the tale at 5s. 6d. 
and the value of the dollar at 4av; now when the dollar is at 4.v. the sterling 
value of the tale will be found by a simple rule to be what I have stated, 
5s. Od. and a small fraction. It is the rate which 1 have ^adopted in this 
statement, because I know that dollars can be procured in China at that ex¬ 
change. I have myself placed many thousand pounds sterling in China at 
a lower rate per dollar than 4#.; and 1 know that private bills have been 
received in this country drawn at the rate of Ss . 10 cl. and 3s. lid . per Spanish 
dollar at six months’ sight; I therefore maintain that I am perfectly correct 
in respect to the prices which 1 have adopted in this statement, as well as in 
regard to the rate of exchange. I beg leave to add, in regard to the other 
statements which I delivered in, that they have no reference whatever to 
the rates of exchange, as I before stated in my first examination upon this 
subject. I took out of official documents the cost in pounds sterling, which 
I found there stated as the prime cost of the tea; and I considered that to 
be the actual cost to the East-India Company, without any reference to the, 
rate of exchange between tales and sterling money. 

5220. Was 
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5320. Was the exchange of 3*. 10zk to which you have alluded, esta- 13 
blished by direct draft from Canton upon England ?—By direct draft. 

5221. Would you rely upon such an exchange for the whole purchase of ' 
tea, if the quantity was as large as that’ which the Company requires ?•—It 
would depend upon the intercourse between China and this country ; if the 
intercourse were extended, and there was a great nurobei of bills in the 
market, the exchange would of course rise. 

5222. By a statement laid before this Committee from the East-India 
House, it appears that, in the year 1827-8, the rate of exchange per dollar 
was 1^/. for six months, the sum drawn for appearing to be £16,129; 
can you state what has been the rate of exchange by bills Horn pr ivate mci- 
chants in that year ?—I cannot precisely, without a reference to documents 
which I have not at hand. As nearly as I can now recollect* the private 
bills before referred to were dated the latter end of the year 1828. They 
were drawn on a merchant in the city at 3.?. ItW. oi 3.y. Wd* at the utmost. 

This too is the prevailing rate of exchange now quoted in China, and has 
been for some years past, I believe. 

5223. It appears also by the same account that, in the year 1828-9, the 
rate of exchange for the dollar was 4s. 2d» and that £o5,791 is the total 
amount of bills drawn by the Select Committee at Canton on England ; 
does the observation you made respecting the rate of exchange by private 
bills apply to that year:'--It applies to the bills I have befoie mentioned, 
which were drawn at 3s.l0tf. or 3s.lid. about the latter end of the year 
1828; but it is within my knowledge also, that from the difficulty of pro¬ 
curing bills in China, private merchants have remitted funds through the way 
of America; and though by this circuitous route, and consequently from the 
longer time bills had to run, merchants have been able to obtain rather a 
better exchange, yet those bills even have only realized in this country 
about 4s. 

5224. Then is the opinion you gave before the Committee as to the rate of 
exchange unaltered, notwithstanding the statement made in the evidence of 
Mr. Melvill ?—Quite so, as regards private transactions. 

5225. Have you made any inquiries, in the meantime, of other persons 
connected and acquainted with the trade to China, upon that subject I 
am frequently in the habit of conversing with people in the city of London 
upon the subject of China and the China trade, and I have never derived any 
other information from experienced persons on that subject except that 
which I now give to the Committee. 

5226. Do you happen to know whether, in the two years 1827-8 and 
1828-9, bills were in considerable demand at Canton?—Bills are always m, 
great demand at Canton. They must be in great demand, from the existing 
course of trade; and the reason of their being at so low an exchange is, 
because there are so few bills to meet the demand. 

5227. Is that difference as to the exchange between you and Mr. Melvill 
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13 May 1830. confined to the period of 1828-9, or does your view of it spread over the 
Ji v w ^ e P<: riocl of 6ie last fourteen years?—I cannot speak to the whole 

lc m A ’ period of the last fourteen years from recollection, and have no documents 
at hand to refer to; but this rate of exchange would naturally prevail as long 
as the demand for bills should so far have exceeded the supply. 

5228. In your answer to question No. 3454, in page 413, in computing the 
price paid by the Company for tea at an average price for the whole period 
of the present charter, you compute the value of the dollar at 4s., whereas it 
is in evidence that the dollar in exchange has, during the greater part of that 
period, been much higher; do you consider that, in order to make an 
average comparison, the prices of the tea and the rates of exchange should 
have reference to the same period ?—I have taken the average price in that 
statement of the Company’s teas at 2s. Qd. *92 per pound, from the 
official document referred to in my answer, and now upon the table of this 
Committee ; but this is the sale price in England. With regard to the rate 
at which dollars may be procured in China by private traders I speak, it is 
true, of the present time, but the rate at which dollars can be procured has 
reference to the cost price in China. All, therefore, that I mean to maintain 
in that statement is, that the tea may be procured at the prices which I have 
given, viz. so many tales per pecul. 

5229. Do not you consider that the rate of exchange and the price of tea 
should be compared in the same year, and that if the exchange is averaged, 
so ought the price of tea to be?—For the “ second” head of comparison con¬ 
tained in my statement, I know no fairer way of making the comparison than 
that which I have adopted, viz. by taking what the Company have them¬ 
selves declared to be the average sale price of the tea for the whole period of 
the charter, or 25. 9d. *92, and to compare the result with that of the 
price at which I believe it can be sold in this country, viz. 15. 6d. ; and 
having in the “ first” head of comparison taken the sale price of 1828-9 to 
compare with that included in my Statement (the average price of the 
Company in that year being only 2 s.8d. *97), they have therefore the 
advantage of the difference between 25. 3d. *97 and 2s 9d. *92 in the 
“ first” comparison. 

5230. Do not you consider that if the average of the period be taken with 
reference to the exchange, for the purpose of computing the upset price of 
the article, the average of the price should also be taken for the same period ? 
—I have taken the price in my Statement at which tea can now be purchased, 
that is, in the year 1828-9, and compared the resulting sale price in this 
country, “ first,” with the average price of the Company’s tea in 1828-9, 
or 25. 3d. *97; and “ secondly,” with the average sale price of fifteen 
years, or 25. 9 d. - 92. Had I taken the average price of many single years 
previous to 1828-9 to compare with the sale price of my Statement, it might 
justly have been objected to; the result or comparison given in the State* 
ment would, in that case, be more unfavourable to the Company; but I do 
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not exactly comprehend what connection is supposed to exist between the 
rates of exchange in China and the sale price of tea in this country. 

5231. Do you consider the rate at which bills may be negotiated at Canton 
a fair test of the rate at which the Company could purchase their teas, to the 
amount of £2,000,000 a year ?—The rate of exchange, in such a case, would 
depend upon existing circumstances. It may be impossible for any body to 
say what would be the precise rate of exchange between Canton and England, 
if private individuals were admitted into that market, with the privilege of 
purchasing 30,000,000 or 40,000,000 of lbs. of tea every year, but in all pro¬ 
bability it would be nearer the real par than at present. 

5232. Supposing the Company at present were pleased to pay for their 
tea in bills of exchange in London, do you think they could negotiate them 
at 3s. 11 d. ? —I do not think that they could. 

5233. Supposing England were supplied with tea by the private trade 
instead of being supplied exclusively by the Company, do not you contem¬ 
plate a very considerable change in the commercial intercourse between 
England and China ?—A very considerable change. 

5234. Do not you conceive that that change would, in all probability, tend 
to create a considerably larger demand for bills upon England than exists 
at the present moment ?—Certainly j but a considerably greater supply of 
bills also. 

5235. What has been the effect of the change which has taken place in 
the trade between England and India?—It has had the effect of altering the 
exchange most materially. When that trade was closed, or almost closed, to 
private individuals between England and India, I can remember the ex¬ 
change, Calcutta on London, at 2s. 7 d., 2s. 8 d. and 2s. 9d. the sicca rupee; it 
is now at Is. 11 d. or from that to 2s. 

5236. Has not the rate of exchange fallen considerably in China in latter 
years ?—Yes ; to the disadvantage of that country. 

5237. Has not that fall, in a great measure, arisen from the increased in¬ 
tercourse which has taken place between India and China, and between 
Europe, America, and China ?—J think it has chiefly arisen from the great 
difficulty there is in procuring remittances through the way of China. In 
proportion as the bills are few compared with the demand for them, the 
India and China merchants must, of course, pay a higher price for such as 
are in the market. 

5238. Has not the difficulty of obtaining bills by remittance on England 
arisen from the want of the power in Englishmen to send home goods from 
China to England ?—Certainly. 

5239. Would not, therefore, an increased intercourse by a free trade of 
imports and exports very materially alter the state of exchange; and would 
not the balance in favour or against depend on the amount of exports as 
Compared with the imports ?—‘This would clearly operate as one cause. 

4 T 5240. Would 
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5240. Would not the rate of exchange depend upon the balance of pay¬ 
ments ?—-Exactly. 

5241. Would not the amount of bills procurable depend upon the extent 
of the commercial intercourse between the two countries?—Clearly. 

5242. You have spoken of the variation of exchange with India since 
the opening of the trade ; has not the currency of this country been changed ? 
—-It has. 

5243. Since the restoration of the metallic currency, have not the ex¬ 
changes become much more in favour of this country than they were 
before generally through the world ?—No doubt the exchange will always 
depend in one respect upon the value of the currencies in which bills are 
drawn and paid; but the effect alluded to in the question is, I apprehend, 
the reverse of that anticipated from the opening of the China trade. 

5244. In answer to question 4360, Mr. Melvill states, that on examining 
your Statement, he finds that you have fallen into the same error as Mr. 
Thornley, by taking the rate of exchange in one year and the prices in 
another ?—I think Mr. Melvill must have misunderstood my Statement in 
this respect; for in the estimates I have given of the Company’s trade I 
did not refer to any rate of exchange whatever; I merely took the sum of 
the prime cost of the tea in pounds sterling, as given in the official docu¬ 
ment I then quoted, without any reference to the rates of exchange. 

5245. Are you aware in what way his observation can apply to the state¬ 
ment on which he has observed ?—It cannot apply to the statement included 
in my answer 3454, p. 413; and if he refers to the statement I have 
given in respecting the Company’s trade, he must have misconceived me, 
inasmuch as I did not in that statement, as before observed, refer to any 
rate of exchange. 

5246. Does not it refer to the statement you made when you calculated 
what the tea could be bought for ?-—It may refer to that statement. 

5247* Is it the fact that you have taken the rate of exchange in one 
year and the prices in another?—If reference be had to the statement 
included in my answer 3454, p. 413, the remark will be found not to apply; 
but if the other statement be alluded to, it will be found that, in this 
respect, I have only followed the course of the official documents before 
the public, in which, where a comparison is drawn between the prime cost 
of tea and the sale amount, the prime cost of one year is taken and the sale 
amount of the following. 

5248. Then are the Committee to understand that in ail those statements 
the rate of exchange has nothing to do with your calculation ?—With the 
statement a-elative to the Company’s trade it certainly has not. If I am 
allowed, I would make one more remark upon this statement in answer to 
question. 3454, p. 413, wherein Mr. Melvill objects to my adopting in this 
and the other statements five per cent, as the rate of wastage. In the state¬ 
ment 
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ment included in my answer 3454, p. 413, I have admitted the loss in 18 MajJ830. 

weight and allowance to buyers, commonly called draft, to oe equal to five ^ Pickards, Esq. 

per cent, and I should be glad to explain to the Committee the grounds 

upon which I have formed that calculation The Company are in the habit 

of granting a certain privilege to their commanders and officers upon their 

ships for the purpose of bringing home tea to this country, and they allow; 

them, as I understand, to fill this privileged tonnage with tea at the rate of 

9 cwt. to the ton. The commanders and officers, in availing themselves 

of this privilege, put on board for each ton 7 peculs 93 catties, 01 8 peculs 

of tea. Now 9 cwt. is only equal to 1,008 pounds, whereas 7 peculs 

and 93 catties weight are equal to 1,058 pounds, or five per cent, more than 

the regulated allowance. That five per cent, therefore, is what they consider 

to be the amount of wastage on the passage home; and it is not likely, 

unless that was the common and average rate of wastage, that they would 

adopt it as the rule of filling their own tonnage ; because if they are found 

upon their arrival in England to have exceeded the amount of their privilege, 

(that is, to have put more tea on board than they are allowed by the regula- 
tion of the East-lndia. Company,) they are made to pay, as 1 understand, 

£60 per ton for every portion of the excess. We have, therefore, eveiy 
reason to conclude that they adopt this five per cent, for wastage, on the 
ground of its having been proved, by their own experience, to be the 
amount of loss on the passage home. On really old tea the wastage is less, 
and may be estimated at two and a half to three per cent. There is, besides, 
another allowance in this country, but generally included under the term 
wastao-e, and that is an allowance to buyers of one pound upon every chest 
that is sold. Now a chest of black tea is seventy-two pounds, a chest of 
o-reen tea about sixty pounds. This allowance, therefore, is of itself upwards 
of one and one-third per cent.; and when Mr. Melvill and Mr. Lloyd 
assert that the wastage and the allowance for draft, together only amount to 
two per cent, (the wastage on the passage home being in this case little more 
than one-half per cent.,) it appears to me quite incredible, and altogether 
inconsistent with the experience and usage of private traders. By inserting 
five per cent for wastage and draft together in my statement 8^54, p. 413, 

.1 shall therefore be found to have taken it against myself if I have 
rated it at too much ; but I think, from what I have explained , regarding 
the practice of the Company’s officers, five per cent, cannot be considered 
as too much for the united allowance. At alt events, in the future state¬ 
ments I mean to deliver in, I have adopted four per cent, as sufficient to 
cover the wastage upon the passage home, and allowance for draft in this 
country ; and this 1 take to be a moderate allowance, as applicable to both- 
descriptions of tea. 

5249. In the second division of the statement you have made, contrasting 
the price at which the Company supply tea to this country with the price at 
which it could be furnished by the private merchant, you have taken the 
average price of tea during the charter, as sold by the Company, to be 
° 4 T 2 
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2s. 9 d .; and you have taken the price at which it could be furnished by the 
private trader at Is. Gd. ; would it not have been fair, as in forming that 
calculation of Is. C d. you have founded it upon the rates of exchange at 
Canton, to have considered what those rates of exchange have been during 
the whole duration of the charter*?—It does not appear to me that the rates 
of exchange in China have any thing to do with the prices at which teas can 
be sold in England in sterling money. If the private merchant can sell 
his tea with a profit at Is. Gd. per pound, I think it fair to compare it, as I 
have done, with the sale prices of the Company. 

5250. In answer to question 3454, p. 413, you have stated, that “in the 
above calculations the Spanish dollar is taken at 4s.; the rate of exchange 
at Canton was even lower last season, as many bills were drawn at 3s. 10 d. 
and 3s. lid. per Spanish dollar at six months’ sight.” Now if the Spanish 
dollar, instead of being at 4s., had been at 4s. 6d., would it not have affected 
the result at which you have arrived, so as to make the cost at which tea 
could be supplied by the private trader in this country above ls.6</. ?—It 
would not. It would only affect the result as to profit. If the dollar cost 
the purchaser of the tea 4s. Gd. instead of 4s., that would be an advance on 
the prime cost of eleven per cent.; in that case the tea might still be sold at 
Is. 6d. the pound in this country, and be supposed to leave a net profit to the 
importer of seven per cent. But I would beg leave to observe, that if the 
trade were thrown open, as I propose, it is not probable the exchange would 
rise to 4s. Gd. It is more likely to vibrate within limits nearer to the real 
par. 

5251. When you state that tea could be supplied at Is. 6 d., and that the 
exchange is no relative part of its cost, upon what principle do you regu¬ 
late the upset price ?-—A private trader in disposing of his goods has no upset 
price like that adopted at the Company’s sales. In the statement of 3454, 
p. 413, the average cost of the tea being regulated by a rate of exchange of 
4s. per dollar, it appears from the result of that statement that the teas might 
be sold in this country at Is. Gd. a pound, and then leave a profit of 18 per 
cent, to the importer. If the purchaser of the tea in China was obliged to 
pay higher for his tea there, that is, to purchase his dollar at a higher rate of 
exchange than 4s,, the only effect it would have upon this statement is, as 
before observed, to diminish the amount of the profit. 

5252. Is not your calculation made upon the lowest rate of profit at which 
a private merchant would carry on such a transaction ?—By no means. The 
private merchant would be well satisfied with a net profit of 10 per cent., 
whereas upon the grounds of this statement he gets 18. 

5253. Upon what grounds do you calculate that the private trader would 
be entitled to charge the public 18 per cent, profit?—I only say that if he got 
ls.Gi/. for his tea, upon the grounds of this calculation, he would get 18 per 
cent, as the result of the adventure; but it is probable that so high a rate of 

profit 



r SELECT COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 695 

profit would soon come to be reduced by public competition, and then the 13 May 1830. 
private merchant would not be indisposed, I presume, to take ess. ^ Rickards, Esq. 

5254. Must not the cost of the tea be influenced by the rate of exchange t 
—l admit that it is ; that is, the prime cost. 

5255. You have given two statements, one of which is a calculation of 
what the profit will be on one year’s actual transactions, and the other is a 
calculation of what the profit would be on the average of a given period ; 
you have assumed that the sale price of the Company’s tea would be 2s. 9d. 
for the whole period, and you have assumed that the price of the merchant 
would be the same; do you suppose that merchants could have procurer 
assets to buy tea during the whole period at the same rate which you assume. 

—It is impossible to say at what rate merchants could have procured the 
dollar in China during the whole of that period, if the trade with China 1 a 
been perfectly free ; neither do I think there are any documents in this 
country which would establish that fact. In the event of a perfectly 
free trade, it is probable the exchange would not vary much from the real 
par; and I therefore repeat, that if, during any portion of the period, the 
dollar should have cost the private merchant more than 4s. the effect would 
have been to raise the prime cost of the tea in China, and to dimims 1 , pro 
tanto, the result of the concern. 

5256. If the dollar had been 5s. 6d., would not it have taken away the 
profit altogether?—No doubt it would ; but that is a rate not to be con- 
templatedf 6 1 will venture to predict that if the trade is thrown open be¬ 
tween this country and China, the dollar never will rise to 5s. Gd. 

5257. Has it not done so in past years ?—Yes; and so had the sicca rupee 
risen to MU under the influence of the Company’s monopoly, but 
maintain, upon the same grounds, that the sicca rupee m India can nevet 
again rise to 2s. 9 d., so neither can the dollar rise to 55. Gd., if the tiacle bt 

thrown open. , , 

5258. You have stated that in estimating the cost of the tea you have bad 

no reference to the rate of exchange ?—I have stated that, in regard to the 
sale price, I have had no reference to the rate of exchange, but not with 
regard to the cost. I have said that a rise in the cost price will only dimmish, 
pro tanto, the ultimate profit. . ^ . 

5259. Will you turn to the answer to question 4375 in Mr. Melvilis Evi¬ 
dent in which he says, “ I am prepared now to prove that Mr. Rickards s 
Statements involve errors and omissions which, when corrected leave a^redit 
to the amount of £956,361,” and so on, stating the amount of seVeial yeais, 
have you examined those Statements, and what observations have you 
make to the Committee on the corrections given in by Mr. Me!vill to t e 
Statements, beginning with the first for the year 1820-2* . - oJ t ements 
those Statements ; and I would beg leave to observe, upon tli ^ ^ 
which I delivered on former examinations to this Committee, that they are 
founded upon my interpretation of the 57th clause of the Act of 53 Geo. m. 
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c. 155, the words of which it may be convenient here to quote : “ I hat for 
and during the continuance of the possession and government of the said 
territorial acquisitions and revenues in the said United Company, the net 
proceeds of their sales of goods at home, with the duties and allowances 
arising by private trade, and all the commercial profits and other receipts of 
the said Company in Great Britain, shall be applied and disposed of m 
manner following ; that is to say, first, in providing for the payment of bills 
of exchange already accepted and hereafter to be accepted by the said Com¬ 
pany, as the same shall become due ; secondly, in providing for the current 
payment of other debts (the principal of the bond debt in England always 
excepted) as well as interest, and the commercial outgoings, charges and 
expenses of the said Company ; thirdly, in payment of a dividend, after the 
rate of £10 per centum per annum, on the present or any future amount of 
the capital stock of the said Company.” According to my view of that 
clause in the Act, it appears to me that the Company are required to pay 
out of their net profits the interest upon the home bond debt in this country 
(the principal being expressly excluded there w r ben speaking of interest), 
together with the dividends upon their stock; and the object of those State¬ 
ments was to show that there was not a sufficiency of net profit upon the 
China tra4e (the only portion of the Company’s commercial concerns that 
I had then any means of examining) to pay the whole amount of these 
dividends and interest. When I gave in those Statements, it will be recol¬ 
lected by the Committee, that I observed upon them, that it was impossible 
they could be altogether accurate ; that they were consequently liable to 
corrections, and that having taken the items contained in those Statements 
from certain official documents which I then referred to, haying no others 
before me to quote, I merely presented them as affording proof in the abstract 
of the position I had assumed. When, therefore, Mr. Melvill brought to 
this Committee certain corrections of those Statements, it was reasonable to 
expect that he would produce an account, prepared upon mercantile prin¬ 
ciples, of the actual profit derived by the East-India Company at the several 
periods referred to; instead of which we have from Mr. Melvill an arbitrary 
combination of figures, which are not only not supported by any official 
document that I have seen, but are absolutely at variance with all those 
official documents now, as 1 understand, on the table of this Committee, as 
I shall proceed to prove. But before I go to the proof, I would beg leave to 
observe upon the explanation which is now given of the term prime cost. In 
my original Statements I took prime cost to mean, what every other private 
merchant would do, the actual price paid by the purchaser to the seller of the 
commodity ; whereas we are now informed, that the “ prime cost’ of Leaden- 
hall-street includes a variety of items which it was impossible for any private 
merchant, or I believe any human being, to conceive would have been 
included in the term prime cost, unless he had been previously admitted 
into the arcana of the India-House. I hat prime cost, as now explained, 

means it appears, not the prime cost of the tea, but the prime cost of a 

certain 
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certain quantity of woollens from England and cotton from India, with the 13 May 1830. 
charges of freight, insurance, and other items included therein (not added); . Es/ , 

amongst which I find, or rather I infer, from the examinations of Mr. Melvdl * 
and Mr.Lloyd, that the following are component items: viz. “ the cost of 
maintenance of the Factory, comprising rent and repairs ot private apart¬ 
ments, as well as furniture supplied thereto, and the expense ot the public 

table kept in the Factory that it also includes “ rent, repairs, and furni¬ 
ture, including a charge of six per cent, per annum on buildings and other 
dead stock, the property of the Company in China; Canton port charges ; 
duties on imports sold by auction ; unloading charges; expense ot the 
removal of the Factory establishment to and from Macao; charge ot trie 
Company’s schooner, boat-hire, &c.; ditto on account of their reception on 
board the Company’s ships during discussions with the Chinese authorities ; 
linguists’ fees ; Chinese masters, &c.; stationery and articles for use; wages 
of coolies and watchmen ; packing charges, &c. ; petty expenses ; printing 
establishment.” These are Chinese charges. Besides which there are super- 
added, as incurred in England, “ a proportion of the charges ot estabhs - 
ment and shipping charges attaching upon the Company s exports to China. 

This is the explanation now given of the term “prime coat at the lndia- 
House • and if i have been led into error in the first instance in not conceiving 
the possibility of “ prime cost” being made up of such a host of incongr uous 
items, I hope to stand perfectly justified in the opinion of the Committee. 

Now, however, that we understand what “prime cost means, 1 shall ot 
course adopt it in its new sense in the future statements which I shall have 
to lay before the Committee. In respect to the article of prime cost, there¬ 
fore, I stand corrected under the explanation now given. But wit !i regard 
to the next item, or the sale quantity per contra, given m Mr. MelyiiLs cor¬ 
rected statements, he has, I presume, adopted an estimated amount, by taking 
the sale quantity at two per cent, less than the original quantity, on the sup¬ 
position of two per cent, being a sufficient allowance tor wastage, which, 
according to the explanation I have given in reference to my former state¬ 
ment, I take to be perfectly erroneous. He has, moreover, adopted an esti¬ 
mated amount as to the sale proceeds of tea, for I cannot find either that 
quantity specified by him, or the amount sale proceeds thereof, in any one 
official document now upon the table of the Committee. On the contrary, 
in the official documents upon this table, both the quantity of tea sold m the 
periods referred to in these corrected statements of Mr. Melvill, and the 
amount of sale proceeds, are widely different from the quantities and sums 
he has adopted; I have therefore a right to conclude that these items aie 
estimated or arbitrary insertions. In respect to freight and demmiage, 
have not the same means of tracing these items through all the ditterent pe¬ 
riods contained in the four corrected statements of Mr. Melvill; out nt 
that it does not agree with one period in which there is an exact official ac- 
count of the China freight, and that this differs very materially from the 
amount given by Mr. Melvill; whence I can only infer that the whole ot 
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these items for freight and demurrage in his four corrected statements are 
likewise arbitrary insertions. In the corrected statement for 1827-8 by Mr. 
Melvill, he states, for example, the freight and demurrage at £550,866, where¬ 
as in the official documents before referred to, or No. of the “ accounts 
and papers delivered to the Committee, 1830,” where the freight upon the 
outward trade to China and the trade to the colonial possessions at the Cape 
of Good Hope and North America is separated from the homeward freight 
from China to England, this latter freight is there stated, for 1827-8, at 
£647,319. 

5260 . Have you any other means of comparing the charges introduced by 
Mr. Melvill for freight in the other statements, to ascertain how far the same 
variation exists which you have shown in the single official document you 
have ?—I have no other official documents for the periods given in the four 
corrected statements. 

5261 . What observations have you to make on the other corrected state¬ 
ments?—The other charges contained in Mr. Melvill’s corrected statements 
are as follows: viz. £82,114 for Canton salaries; £173,520 for charges in 
England; £236,287 for interest, and £58,654 for insurance; making a 
total of £550,575. On these items I have to observe, it is not a little 
remarkable that these charges are precisely the same in every one of Mr. 
Melvill’s corrected statements, although they are for four different afld 
distinct periods, viz. 1814-15, 1820-21, 1827-28, and an average of fourteen 
years. Now it is quite impossible that those charges could have been the 
same in each of those periods; on the contrary, we know from official 
documents upon the table, that the charges vary constantly from year to 
year. The insertion, therefore, of the same charges in every one of the 
corrected statements must unquestionably be incorrect; they cannot be 
otherwise. 

5262 . Have you the means of showing the difference between the actual 
charges for those four items by the official documents before this Committee, 
and that account given in by Mr. Melvill ?—I have for the year 1827-8, and 
will give it in in a Statement I have prepared for that purpose; meanwhile 
I would remark, upon the circumstance of those charges being invariably 
the same throughout the whole of Mr. Melvill’s corrected statements, that 
they absolutely invalidate the whole. They are not, and cannot be, those 
correct Statements of the Company’s China trade which it was reasonable to 
expect would, on such an occasion as this, have been furnished from the 
India-House. There are, however, other objections taken by Mr. Melvill 
to my Statements, which I should like to explain ; and first, with regard to 
the interest, which is £236,287, in the year 1820-21. Considering that this 
is a Statement of profit or loss on a particular adventure or branch of trade, 
and drawn out for no other purpose than to ascertain whether there was a 
sufficiency of net profit to pay the interest upon the home bond debt, and 
the dividends upon stock, I maintain that the charge of interest is a fair 
item to be introduced into that statement. In the first place my position is. 
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that the whole of the money included in the prime cost, viz. £1,874,840, is 13 May 1830. 
money borrowed from the revenues of India. The Company have no other — 

capital to trade with. They are supplied entirely with funds from the X. n*kar,k, F.,q. 
revenues of India. I believe the revenues of India to be the sole support 
of their commerce, without which they could not have existed so long as 
they have done as a commercial body. I have a number of documents to 
prove this fact, which in due time I may perhaps be called upon to produce; 
but in the meantime I would only advert to one circumstance, which hap¬ 
pened in the year 1813, when Mr. Cartwright, the late Accountant-general 
of the East-India Company, was examined before the Select Committee of 
the House of Commons, of which I was then a member. Mr. Cartwright, 
upon that occasion, was asked a question with regard to the Company s 
capital; and his answer was simply this: “ Capital, sir; 1 have been forty 
years in the Company’s service, ,and I never could find out that they had 
any capital at all.” There are gentlemen now alive who were present 
at this Committee, and well recollect his, Mr. Cartwright’s, answer. It was 
modified afterwards, in consequence of some discussion that took place at 
the Committee, one of the Directors being present, and rather displeased 
with Mr. Cartwright for giving such an answer, and he was allowed upon 
application to alter it. I am then justified, I think, in saying, t Kit 1 t ns 
money is borrowed from the revenues of India, and which I am confident is 
the case, interest thereon is fairly debitable to this account. It appears to 
me, indeed, that a larger sum of interest than the amount here specified 
should be carried to the debit of this adventure; for [ observe in one of the 
examinations of Mr. Melvill, that he states that interest upon tins account 
is only calculated for eighteen months. The interest, however, fairly 
chargeable, upon mercantile principles, in this Statement, ought to be 
nearer three years and a half; and therefore, if it was taken at three years, it 
would be double its present amount. As this, however, is i.ie amount given 
in upon official authority, we shall take it at £236,287- It may be as well to 
explain my reason for saying that three years at least ought to be, upon 
mercantile principles, included in that account. Mr. Melv.il admits in Ins 
examination, answer 4298, that, according to “ ordinary usage, as respects 
interest being included in the invoice charges with the Parhamentaiy enact¬ 
ment, the upset price of the tea should include interest from the time ot the 
first expenditure to the time when the sale proceeds of the tea are realized. 

This is a fair principle for calculating interest. According to this principle, 

I would beg leave to explain to the Committee that the largest portion of this 
sum of prime cost being furnished in goods from England and from India, is 
supplied in the following manner: There is a certain quantity of goods pur¬ 
chased in England, in ail probability two or three months before they are 
embarked on board the Company’s ships: These ships sail, say in the month 
of January. Those that proceed by the way of India go to receive cargoes 
of cotton, which are also provided about the same time as the English goods aie. 

They all arrive in China in the autumn of that year. They are despatched from 
J 4 U China 
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13 May 1830. China in or about December, laden with tea, and arrive in this country in 

—— May or June of the following year. We have here a lapse of one year and a 

R. Rickards, Esq. half; and as the cargoes brought home, according to Mr. Melvill’s own 
admission, remain in warehouse upon an average twenty months, and are 
then sold at two or three months’ prompt, there is therefore a period of about 
three years and a half between the time of the first advance of the money 
for the purchase of those goods, and the time when the sale proceeds of the 
teas are realized. On these grounds I infer that a larger sum of interest 
ought to be included in this account than is here inserted, for this is avow¬ 
edly no more than eighteen months’ interest upon sums advanced to make 
up what is called the prime cost. With regard to the insurance, the next 
item in this account, Mr. Melvill takes credit in his corrected Statements 
(after debiting the account with the premium, or £58,654) for £44,593, as 
saved by them (the Company) in the mode of effecting their insurance.^ 
Now it is very possible that they may have saved this amount in the mode of 
effecting their insurance, by being their own underwriters. If they have 
done so, I still say that this credit item has no business here. Upon mer¬ 
cantile principles, it ought to be credited in their underwriting account and 
nowhere else. On the other hand, the charge for insurance, being three 
per cent, upon the value insured, is a regular mercantile charge in all in¬ 
voices and accounts of this nature : it is a sum which the merchant either 
pays to another or to himself for the risk lie runs in regard to the capital 
employed. If he is his own underwriter, he must keep a regular account 
of such transactions, and whatever he gains or loses must be carried to the 
debit or the credit of the underwriting account, and nowhere else. It may 
finally be remarked, with reference to these credits, termed “ amount of 
interest earned on the Company’s own capital,” of £236*287, and the 
“ amount saved by them in the mode of effecting their insurance £44,593,” 
that these also, in like manner with the charges, are carried at the same un¬ 
varying amounts through every one of the corrected Statements for the four 
separate periods. Nothing therefore can be clearer, in my opinion, than 
that such insertions as these completely invalidate the whole of those 
Statements, 





SIXTH 


REPORT 

FROM THE 

SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 

ON THE 

AFFAIRS 

OV 

r 

THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 


1830. 


LIST OF WITNESSES. 


Lunse, 17° die Maij 1830. 

Robert Rickards, Esq.. 

Jovis, 20° die Maij 1830. 

Robert Rickards, Esq. 

Mr. James Layton . 

William James Thompson, Esq. - 

Lunse, 24° die Maij 1830. 

Patrick Kelly, LL.D. - 

Jovis, 3° die Junij, 1830. 

Mr. John Truelock, and Mr. William Wybrow 
Joshua Bates, Esq.. 







1 


SIXTH REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the Present 
State of the Affairs of the East-India Company, and into the Trade 
between Great Britain, the East-Indies, and China; and to report their 
Observations thereupon to the House; and who were empowered to 
report the Minutes of Evidence taken before them from time to time 
to the House •,— 

HAVE made a further Progress in the Matters to them referred, 
and examined several other Witnesses; the Minutes of whose 
Evidence they have agreed to report to the House up to the 3d 
day of this instant June, inclusive. 


3d June 1830. 
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JLunce , 17° die Maij 1830. 


William Ward, Esq. in the Chair. 


17 May 1880. 
R. Rickards, Esq. 


ROBERT RICKARDS* Esq-, again called in, and examined. 

5263. You have stated that you consider that the trade is carried on by 
means of the territorial revenue of India?—I conclude it is, from an exami¬ 
nation of the official documents before the public. 

5264. Are you aware that money to the amount of £3,000,000 ster¬ 
ling per annum is paid in this country to the account of territorial charges ?— 
Latterly it has amounted, I believe, to about £3,000,000 sterling ; but not 
to so much in previous years. 

5265. Are you able to say from what source those funds are derived that 
form those £3,000,000?—It appears to me that they are derived from the 
surplus revenue to India, and remitted to this country in goods from India 
and China. 

5266. Must it not depend upon whether there is a profit upon those 
goods ; whether there is any source from which that territorial revenue can 
be defrayed ?—As regards the result of the trade, it would appear from the 
official documents which I have had an opportunity of examining, and now 
on the table of this Committee, that the trade with India is attended with 
loss, and the trade with China with a small profit. 

5267. Supposing the goods that are sent from India in any one year to 
defray those territorial charges, in what manner are the territorial charges of 
the next year defrayed ?—In the same way, from goods purchased in India 
and in China, and remitted to this country for sale. 

5268. Then you are not able to point out any other source from which 
those territorial charges paid in this country are defrayed but what you have 
stated?—I cannot, from any of the printed official documents I have seen. 

5269. Do you consider the trade to be a losing one ?—I am led to that 
conclusion from the examination of the official documents. 

5270. From what period do you consider that trade to be a losing trade ? 
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_l have in my possession, but not here, the official statements laid before par- W May 1 830. 

liaraent by the Court of Directors for about thirty-five or thirty-six years; R mkard E 
and from these statements I Can only infer that the trade has been a losing 
one throughout at least the whole of that period. 

5271 . You say the profits on the China trade are Small ?—According to 
my view of the documents, there would seem to be a small profit on the 
China trade, but not after paying dividends and interest on home bond-debt. 

5272. And yet you say that this payment of £3,000,000 a year is made 
from the proceeds of that trade ?—•From the proceeds of the sale of goods 
for which the revenues of India appear to me to have furnished funds. 

5273. But still it is through the medium of that trade only that those ter¬ 
ritorial charges are defrayed ?—■ From the sale proceeds of the goods, not 
from the profit. 

5274. Then you still persist in the opinion that the territory supports the 
trade ?—I do. 

5275. Would your opinion remain unaltered if it were shown to you that 
Lord Melville, Mr. Canning, Mr. Bathurst, Mr. Williams Wynn, and Lord 
Ellenborough, in their offices severally, as Presidents of the India Board; 
that the Marquis of Hastings, Lord Amherst, and Lord W illiam Bentinck, as 
Governors-general; that the several Chairmen, Court of Directors of the Last- 
India Company; and that all the accountants of the India Board, of the 
Bengal government, and of the Company, totally differ from you in that con¬ 
clusion, and unite in agreeing that since the accounts were separated the 
territory has derived resources and aid from the trade ?—The question, I 
admit, contains a host of most respectable authorities against the conclusion 
I have drawn, but opinions on either side do not amount to proof. The real 
truth, whether there be a gain or a loss on the Company’s trade, whether 
the territories have supported the commerce, or the commerce supported the 
territory, must depend upon the result of figures ; that is, of figured state- 
ments so prepared as to satisfy merchants and the public at laige of the 
alleged fact. I mean to say that no satisfactory conclusion can be drawn 
upon this head from any of the official documents .1 have seen in punt; I 
refer, therefore, entirely to these official documents, without meaning to 
impugn the opinions of the gentlemen whose names are quoted in the ques¬ 
tion, for whom, on the contrary, I entertain the highest degree of respect. 

5276. If these documents never satisfied the public, how comes it that the 
successive officers who have been named should have still persisted in then 
opinion, in contradiction to yours ?—I am not responsible for their opinions; 
neither do I mean, in stating to the Committee the grounds of my own 
opinion, to insist upon it that I am absolutely right; I merely say that I have 
formed this opinion upon the official documents which have been laid before 
parliament. If further statements can be produced to induce me to alter that 
opinion, I shall be most ready to acknowledge it. 

4 X 2 5277. But 
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5277. But for the present you remain of the same opinion you have 
expressed ?—I must remain of that opinion as long as the documents now 
before the public are the only ones which I am enabled to refer to. 

5278. You say that the documents are unsatisfactory ?—The documents, 
in my opinion, do not establish the fact of the commerce of the East-India 
Company being so profitable as to aid the revenues, but the reverse. 

5279. Have you any satisfactory document upon which to coine to the 
opposite conclusion P—I would not assert this opinion so roundly as I do 
without having documents to support it; but I have not those documents at 
hand, not expecting to be examined to this particular point. 

5280. Are they official documents ?—They are, all of them. 

5281. Then are the official documents satisfactory to bring you to the 
conclusion you come to ?—They have led me to that conclusion. 

5282. Those official documents are of course known to all the persons 
whose names have just been mentioned ?—They are before the public. 

5283. Do you not think that in a point of so much importance as that of 
correctly ascertaining the state of the Company’s affairs, it would be more 
desirable that this Committee should be guided by documents framed 
expressly for such a purpose from official sources, than by statements com¬ 
piled from different accounts, which, however correct in themselves, from 
being framed for different purposes, may not admit of their being combined 
into a general result by persons not conversant with the Company’s mode of 
keeping accounts?—A correct and comprehensive view of the real state of 
the Company’s affairs, prepared on mercantile principles, and officially certi¬ 
fied, is the very thing that is now wanting, and ought, as 1 think, to be pro¬ 
duced. Meanwhile I can only add, that I have formed no opinion, nor 
drawn any conclusion as to the territory supporting commerce, except from 
the official documents I have seen in print. Those official documents are not 
now at hand, from my not expecting to be examined upon this particular 
point; but I shall be ready to give all the information in my power as to the 
grounds upon which my present opinions are founded, whenever I am called 
upon for that purpose. 

5284. And from these official documents you have formed your opinion 
that the territory supports the trade ?—Yes. 

5285. Do you conceive that you have seen official documents proving that 
the territory has produced a surplus competent to defray all the charges 
which have been paid in England on account of the trade ?—That is my con¬ 
clusion that the surplus revenue in India has been sufficient, and more than 
sufficient, to pay all the charges in England. 

5286. And that that appears from the official documents you have seen ?•—* 
Yes. 

5287. When you say that the territory has produced a surplus which has 
supported the trade, do you exclude from your estimate the territorial 

charges 
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charges arising from a state of actual war, and confine yourself to what you 
consider the ordinary revenues and charges of a time of peace?—The 
official documents which I have examined appear to me to include all the 
charges of the periods of war; and it is on this presumption that I say there 
is stiil a surplus revenue exhibited on the face of the accounts. 

5288. How do you account for the accumulation of a large debt?—That 
would lead to a very long discussion, which I am prepared to enter into, but 
I have not the documents at hand to support the opinions I should give upon 
that subject; and, with deference to the Committee, I think it had better 
be postponed till these documents can be regularly laid before them. 

5289. Can you refer to the particular documents upon which you form 
your opinion that the trade is supported by the territory ?—The principal 
documents that I refer to are the annual accounts of the state of the revenues, 
and other matters, which are laid by the Court of Directors before the House 
of Commons annually. 

5290. For how long back ?—I think I have got them in my possession for 
about thirty-five or thirty-six years back. 

5291* Do you mean to say that those accounts exhibit annually a surplus 
revenue sufficient to pay the charges of the trade ?—They do, to my 
judgment. 

5292. Including all the expences of war?—Including the expences of 
all the wars the Company have been engaged in during that period, pre¬ 
suming always, as I have said before, that those expences are included as 
they appear, and ought to be, under the head of “ charges” in the accounts 
alluded to. 

5293. Then you conclude that the large debt contracted by the Company 
has arisen entirely from losses on trade, and would not have arisen from any 
transactions as sovereigns of India ?—If my opinion is correct as to the state 
of the revenue accounts, there is no other inference to be drawn in respect 
to the accumulation of debt. 

5294*. What does the surplus of the territorial revenue amount to, in your 
estimation, during the last fourteen years?—I could not state that without 
having my papers by me. 

5295. Can you, by reference to the papers presented by His Majesty’s 
command to this Committee, state what has been the advance by the terri¬ 
tory to commerce in India, and what have been the payments in England 
for the territory by the Company for the year 1814*?—In No. IS of the Papers 
relating to the Finances of India and the Trade of India and China, presented 
in February 1830, the total amount of advances made at the several presi¬ 
dencies and settlements of India for the purposes of commerce in so tar as 
regards the purchase of investments for Europe from the year 1814-15 to 
1826-7 inclusive, is £30,545,069, of which £24,338,050 are stated to have 
been issued in repayment of territorial charges defrayed in England. In 
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IT May 1830. No. 2 of the same papers, being an account of the revenues and charges of 
—— India, the total of the territorial charges paid in England are stated to be 
H- Richards,Esq. included, and for the period here referred to amount to £20,893,206. It 
appears, therefore, from this account, that a balance of £3,444,844 would 
be due to the territory; whereas in the Account No. 25 of the same papers, 
the territory is debited in the sum of £8,142,103. These are discrepancies 
in the official accounts before the public, which can only be reconciled by 
the officers of the India-House. There are no explanations given by which 
a private individual inspecting these accounts can possibly effect this recon¬ 
cilement. 

5296. Are the Committee to understand that Accounts No. 13 and 
No. 2, which you have quoted, support the view you have taken, that only 

£20,893,206. twenty millions had been advanced in that time on account of territorial 
charges in England?—This is certainly one fact in corroboration of the view 
I have taken. 

5297. Will you state to the Committee what appears by these documents 
to have been advanced by the territory to commerce in the same period ?— 
The sum total advanced for the purposes of commerce is thirty millions, of 
which twenty-four millions are stated to have been applied to the repayment 
of territorial charges defrayed in England. 

5298. Does it not further appear in a subsequent column that £6,207,019 
were issued from the commercial funds in India?—It does; and I was going 
to add that when I was interrupted. 

5299. You were understood to state that the sum of £30,545,069 was 
advanced in India from the territory for the purposes of commerce; the 
Committee also understood you to have said, that out of that sum of 
£30,545,069 the sum of £6,207,019 was advanced to the commercial funds 
in India how do you reconcile these two answers, the one expressing that 
the whole sum was advanced for the territory, the other that a considerable 
part of it was paid for the commerce ?—I have, it is true, stated in a former 
answer, that I believe the commerce to be wholly supported by advances 
from the revenue funds ; but when I answered the question referring to this 
account I quoted the very words contained in the head of each column, and 
therefore I feel quite confident that I have quoted it correctly. 

5300. Then the Committee is to understand that you dispute the correct¬ 
ness of that heading of the last column which states the sum to have been 
issued from the commercial funds ?—The issue is here stated to have; been 
made from commercial funds, and I have no doubt is so; but according to 
my view of the Company’s accounts, I should conclude that this also was 
advanced in the first instance from the revenues. 

5301. Then, in fact, you do not speak now so much from the accounts 
themselves as from the correction which you conceive your knowledge has 
enabled you to make of those accounts ?—I speak from both. 

5302. Is 
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5302. Is it your opinion, then, that what are stated in this heading to be 
commercial funds are in point of fact, when examined into, funds derived 
from the territorial revenue?—In consistency with the answer that I have 
given in the early part of the examination of to-day, l conceive these com¬ 
mercial funds to have been also originally derived from the revenues. With 
the funds thus derived goods are purchased in India, and consigned to this 
country. Out of the proceeds other goods are returned to India for sale, 
and constitute there also a head of commercial funds. In this way, if my 
view of the state of the Company’s accounts is correct, these £6,207,019 are 
also in the first instance derived from territorial sources. 

5303. Then you conceive that the surplus revenue has been competent to 
supply those advances to the commercial funds ?—That and the debt to¬ 
gether. This sum therefore of £6,207,019 stands upon the explanation I 
have just now given. 

5304. Upon what grounds more particularly do you form the opinion 
that these £6,207,019, which have been considered by the Company and by 
the Board of Controul to have consisted of commercial funds, has in fact 
consisted of territorial funds ?—I have explained my reasons for entertaining 
that opinion very fully in the evidencel have just given. 

5305. You have stated that the territorial charges paid in England since 
the charter amount to about £20,000,000, according to the account No. 2, 
and you conceive that that column of the account gives you the whole of the 
deficiency of the revenue in India?—It seems to be stated here as the sum of 
the territorial charges paid in England. 

5306. Are you not aware that in the latter years of that period there was 
also a deficiency in India, appearing on the face of the accounts, to the 
amount of above four millions and one half, under the head of “ Remaining 
Indian surplus charge ?”—I have not that account before me; but I dare 
say the deficiency is so stated in the official accounts laid before Parliament 
as theyare now prepared. 

5307- Is not that sum to be added to the total amount of the deficiency 
of the revenues of India ?—In the statement I shall lay before this Com¬ 
mittee, to support the view I have taken of the Company’s financial accounts, 
I shall include that £4,000,000, and every other deficiency. My opinion is, 
that there is no deficiency upon the whole ; that there must be a surplus, if 
the printed official accounts are correct. I rest my opinion entirely upon 
them. 

5308. Are you aware that a sum of nearly £5,0C0,000 has been applied 
as part of the surplus commercial profits to the payment of the territorial 
debt since the charter ?—I have seen that sum stated as a memorandum at 
the foot of one of the official documents in this collection of papers; but I 
cannot find out from this, or from any other official document contained in 
this collection, whence that commercial profit arises. 
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17 May 1830, 5809* Then you conceive that as it cannot be proved to have come from 

- commerce, it must come from the territory?—It is impossible to tell from 

R. Rickards, Esg- this account where it comes from. 

5310. Does the account of the territorial revenue and charge show a 
capacity not only to defray all the expenses in England j but this additional 
sum of £5,000,000 in this circuitous way, returns through commerce ?-r-I 
think the territorial account, when fairly analyzed, will exhibit a very lame 
surplus. 

5311. Do you mean to imply that some heads, either of revenue or charge, 
are improperly stated in the account No. 2?—I am sure that if I was to 
give my view of the case here, without having my papers at hand, and 
official papers to refer to, I should only lead the Committee into a very 
troublesome discussion, and occupy their time, in all probability, unneces¬ 
sarily. 

5312. Does it not appear in account No. 2 that the whole of the interest 
on the India debt is charged separately from the territorial charges paid in 
India?—It does. 

5313. Is not a part of the interest on the India debt paid annually in 
England out of the commercial funds ; and ought not therefore the interest 
so paid to be added to the territorial charges which are to be levied in India 
for advances made in England ?—Certainly, if the debt itself is territorial. 

5314. If, therefore, the interest so paid be added to other charges, may 
not the territorial charges paid in England during the period since 1814 
exceed the sum of £24,338,050, which is stated in No. 13 to have been 
repaid in India for advances in England ?—The official accounts will show 
that. I cannot state it from a cursory view of these accounts. I cannot tell 
from these accounts whether any portion of the interest on the debt is 
included in the territorial charges paid in England; but if after paying the 
whole interest on the bond debt, as included in that column, and after paying 
the whole of the territorial charges included in the other column, there shall 
still appear to be a surplus revenue, it appears to me to be quite indifferent 
whether, as regards the ultimate result, any portion of that interest on debt 
be paid in this country or in India. 

5315. If you will refer to answer 3454 a in page 412, in your second State¬ 
ment, you will see that you have assumed that the average price at which 
tea could be supplied by the private merchant is Is. 6d. a pound, including 
a profit of 18 per cent, to the merchant; does that include interest for the 
capital employed, as there does not appear to be any included ?—No, it does 
not include interest, because the money is supposed to be raised by bills, in 
which case no interest would be chargeable; the interest would be included 
in the rate of the exchange. 

5316. If it is supposed to be raised by bills, would you assume that the 
tea should be sold as soon as the bills became due ?—The tea imported into 
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this country by private merchants would in all probability be sold either 
before the bills fell due, or much about that time, the bills being supposed 
to be drawn at six months’ sight. 

5317.. Are you not aware that the Commutation Act, by requiring a stock 
to be kept on hand, precludes the selling of tea before its arrival ?—It pre¬ 
cludes the Company, but it would not, on the supposition I have assumed in 
those statements, preclude individuals from doing it. 

5318. At what rate do you value a dollar in the computation of 1 $. 6d. 
per pound; do you not value it at 45 . ?—I have in this statement valued it 
at 45 . 

5319. Supposing the dollar were 45 . 6d., would not the profit be greatly 
reduced ?—1 have stated already that the effect of it would be to reduce 
the profit, and not to affect the sale price in this country ; but as the profit is 
a very ample one, viz. 18 per cent., there is abundant room for reduction 
from any variation that might take place in the rate of exchange, and still 
leave the merchant importer an adequate return for the employment of his 
capital. 

5320. If the dollar were at 5s. 6d. or 5s. Qd. or 6s., would there not be a 
loss ? Certainly ; but I cannot contemplate the possibility of the exchange 
rising to 5s. 6d. or 6s. per dollar, in the event of a perfectly free trade being 
opened to China. 

5621. Are you not aware that it is stated in the official documents before 
this Committee, that in some of the years since 1814 the dollar has, in actual 
transactions, been exchanged for even 6s.?— I believe it has been quoted at 
that rate ; but the exchange between Canton and England during the period 
of the Company’s monopoly is no guide for concluding what the rate of 
exchange would be under the circumstances of a free trade. We have had 
a remarkable instance of that in respect to Indian exchanges. When the 
Company had a close monopoly of the trade to India, our rate of exchange 
was then as arbitrary at Calcutta as it is now at Canton ; the rate of exchange 
then was within my recollection as high as 25 . 9 d. the sicca rupee, and very 
shortly after the trade was thrown open, and began to feel the operation of 
the adventures of private merchants in India and in England, it fell to 
15. Hr/, and 25. If the trade was thrown open to Canton I should anticipate 
that the exchange would be regulated by the same causes, and accordingly 
vibrate about the real par, being sometimes a little above, and sometimes 
below that standard, which, as regards dollars, is 45 . 3d. 

5322. Were not the high exchanges which you speak of, 5s. and 65 ., and 

the high Indian exchanges at the same period, in consequence of the Bank 
of England being at that time not open for payment in specie, and that 
dollars were in the same proportion advanced in England ?—That may have 
been one cause. J 

5323. Is it possible that the exchanges of China and India with England, 
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any more than the exchanges between any one country and another, can 
vary beyond the expense of conveying the precious metals from one country 
to the other ?—Certainly they never would, if the commercial intercourse 
between the two countries were free j but under the operation of the Com¬ 
pany’s monopoly in India, for example, the case was widely different. The 
Company had adopted the exchange of 2s. 6d. the sicca rupee, for their 
remittances to England, to discharge interest on their loans, and for other 
purposes, and that had a material effect in regulating the then existing 
exchange ; now I consider the exchange between England and India to be 
operated upon by precisely the same laws which regulate it with all the 
countries of Europe. 

5324. That is, by the charge of conveying the precious metals from one 
country to the other ?—Certainly. 

5325. Are you aware that an export duty was laid by the East-India 
Company on the exportation of treasure from India to England about the 
year 1811 or 1812?—I believe it was the case, but I cannot at this distance 
of time speak from recollection alone very precisely as to the amount of the 
duty, or the time during which it was in operation. 

5326 . In point of fact, do you know that the exchange continued as high 
as 2s. 9d. till the year 1817 or 1818, four years after the charter ?—It con¬ 
tinued high until 1817 or 1818 ; that is, untit it felt the full influence of 
a freer trade. 

5327 . You have referred to the effect upon the exchange by opening the 
trade with India; do you not think there is a great difference between the 
effect of opening the trade with India and what might be the effect of the 
same measure with regard to China, because in India no internal regulations 
exist which interfere with commerce ; whereas in China internal regulations 
proceeding from the authorities in China would so interfere that the rate of 
exchange would not be so acted upon as it would be in India ?—I should think 
that the rate of exchange would be in a great measure regulated between China 
and England, by the operations of the traders themselves, and that altogether 
independent of the restrictions that might be laid on by the Chinese govern¬ 
ment, more especially when I perceive that in regard to some of the most 
important articles of trade now with Canton, the restrictions of the Chinese 
government are completely set at nought by the merchants who trade in 
those commodities. 

5328. If your computation of Is. 6d. per pound have reference to the 
whole period since 1814 and 1815, is it not clear that the private merchant who 
sold his tea at that price would have been left greatly out of pocket, in many 
years, when, for instance, the dollar was worth 6s.; and if your computation 
be not intended to embrace the whole period, then do you not perceive that 
in your second statement, in answer 3454 <r, in page 412, you have contrasted 
your assumed price of Is. 6d. with the Company’s average price of the whole 
period, as stated by you in the first line of the statement in page 412, and 
consequently that the comparison which you have made must be fallacious 
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in its results ?—My comparison under the head “ Secondly,” with the Com¬ 
pany’s prices, is introduced incidentally. The actual comparison which I 
have rested upon is the “first” comparison, wherein the rate of exchange 
in China, and the sale price of the Company in this country, are taken for 
one and the same period. When I was examined upon this subject on 
Thursday, I observed that I really could not exactly comprehend the exact 
connection that was endeavoured to be established between the rate of ex¬ 
change in China and the sale price in this country, because these two things 
are governed by very distinct causes. If a private merchant cannot get 
1^.6a'. for his tea in this country, he must take less, or else hold the commodity. 
The sale price in this country will always be governed by the state of 
demand and supply. As to the rate of exchange in China, when it is 
quoted at 6 j., I take that to be a perfectly arbitrary rate of exchange ; the 
exchanges quoted in private letters from Canton are very frequently stated 
to be perfectly nominal. There is, in fact, no rate of exchange in China 
regulated by the same rules that govern the rates of exchange between the 
different countries in Europe; but I do conceive, and I think it will be 
proved, if the trade should ever be thrown open to China, that the dollar 
can never rise to that amount again ; it will probably be confined within the 
limits of from 4s. to 4s. 6d., the real par being 4s. 3d., and in all probability 
nearer to the real par than the utmost extent of those limits; and if the 
trade had been thrown open for the whole of the period alluded to in this 
second conparison, I for one must be of opinion that the exchange never 
would have exceeded those limits; I therefore think that I was justified in 
introducing this second comparison in the way I have done it here, more as 
an incidental comparison than as a real comparison, such as that which is 
introduced under the first head. 

5329. You are aware that a great part of the purchases made at Canton 
on American account are effected by dollars sent out from this country or 
from America; what does that dollar cost the parties in China who send it 
out ?—The price at which they can procure it in America, with the usual 
charges of exporting it to China. But the Americans, who were formerly 
in the habit of conveying dollars alone to China for the purpose of pur¬ 
chasing investments, and for the obvious reason that they could not supply 
themselves with funds in any other way, have now for a series of years taken 
also the manufactured goods of this country, which they have latterly carried 
in larger and larger quantities to Canton ; what therefore the dollar or the 
tale costs them in China I cannot exactly tell. 

5330. In your last examination you said that Mr. Melvill’s corrected 
statements were arbitrary, because they contain precisely the same sums 
as the charges of interest and insurance for each year; have you not 
done exactly the same thing in your statement; and if such insertions 
invalidate Mr. Melvill’s corrections, is not the conclusion inevitable that 
your statements are invalidated by the same cause ?—When I delivered 
in those statements to the Committee I informed them that I had only 
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official documents for the years 1320 and 1821 to refer to; having no 
other than those of 1820-1, I was obliged to include the charges contained 
in that document as an estimate in all the other statements I delivered 
in; but the case was widely different with Mr. Melvil! : he had all the 
accounts of the India-House at command, consequently the means of stating 
the exact amount of the Company’s profit for each of the periods for which 
those statements were given, instead of which he has adopted for every one 
the same amount of charges for salaries, charges in England, with interest 
and insurance, which of course, in my opinion, and I should think in the 
opinion of every merchant, must invalidate the whole of his corrected 
statements. Since those statements were drawn out I have had an opportu¬ 
nity of seeing other official documents, from which all the charges on the 
Company’s trade for one year may be more accurately collected, and I could, 
if the Committee desire it, deliver in a correction of former statements for 
the year alluded to; one that I think would at all events be a nearer ap¬ 
proximate to the truth, that is, to the real result, than any that have yet been 
exhibited. 

5331 . In correcting your statements would not it be natural for Mr. 
Melvill to take the same years which you yourself had taken ?—Certainly; 
but when Mr. Melvill came to correct errors in my statements, which I ad¬ 
mitted from the very beginning*those statements were liable to, I should 
have thought it reasonable to expect that he would have produced an actual 
statement of the out-turn of the Company’s trade with China, if not with 
India, for the years adverted to, and the more especially as no such statement 
has ever yet been exhibited to the public. 

5832. Although such a statement would be very valuable, would it be a 
correction of your particular statement?—If he showed the exact result of 
the Company’s trade, and could show that there was such a profit upon the 
trade as he has deduced from his corrected statement, then it would be a 
real and satisfactory correction of my error, instead of the fanciful or esti¬ 
mated one he has now given, and which, in such case, I should be most 
ready to acknowledge. 

5333. You have expressed your belifef that the deduction to be made 
from the tea imported by the Company for wastage and allowance must 
exceed two per cent.; would not your opinion be changed if by official do¬ 
cuments it should appear that you are mistaken ?—Of course it would, as 
regards the Company’s importations, if the document were complete, and 
certified under official responsibility. % 

5 S34<. As you in your statements assumed the gross imports of one year 
as the quantity all accounted for in the sales of the succeeding year, rec¬ 
koning the difference as wastage, (in the amount of which you and the 
Company are at variance,) was it not proper, in correcting your statements, 
to bring .to account the difference; and should you not now say that this 
is explanatory of the variation between the sale quantity in your statement, 
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and that introduced by Mr, Melviil, as far as that difference went ?—Upon IT May 1830. 

mv examination on Thursday last I explained very particularly the grounds - - 

on which I adopted four per cent, as a moderate allowance for wastage, in- u - •««*«»"*> 

eluding what is called the allowance for draught in this country, that two 

per cent, should cover those two heads of wastage appears to me altogether 

incredible; more especially as the allowance for draught, as it is called, 

amounts to very nearly one and a half per cent, of the whole amount; and 

therefore to suppose that there has only been one-half or two-thirds per 

cent, of real wastage upon the tea on the passage home, is a circumstance^ 

which I cannot account for; neither is it consistent with the experience of 

any private merchant who has traded in tea that I have consulted on this 

head. 1 may further add, that the Company allow equal, on an average, to 

about one-half per cent, on what is called the turn of the scale. These two 

allowances, therefore, are equal to two per cent., leaving nothing for wastage 

on the passage home, or until the period of its being weighed off’ to the 

buyprs $ a period generally of twenty months to two years. 

5335. You have alluded to the allowance for draught by that term; do 
you not mean the allowance made by the Last-India Company to the ietail 
dealers for the wastage which they may suffer in retailing their teas?—That 
may be the motive *, but the allowance is granted to buyers at the public 
sales, and amounts, as I have explained, to one pound upon every chest, 
besides what is allowed for the turn of the scale. 

5336 . Do you compute that one pound for every chest would amount 
to one and a half per cent?—A chest of black tea weighs about /0 pounds 
on the average, a chest of green tea about 60 pounds; theiefoie one pound 
allowed upon those chests is equal to something more than one and a third 
per cent. 

5337 - You have included in your statement, in page 4<08, in answer to 
question 3435 a, as charges, interest on the Company s own capital as well as 
dividend to the proprietors ; are you not aware that any interest which the 
Company’s capital may have earned must form part ol the fund which the 
law (53 Geo. III. c. 155, s. 57, called the Appropriation Clause) has made 
applicable to the charge of the dividend \ and that theiefoie to chaige the 
interest and the dividend is to charge the same thing twice ? X have already 
explained to the Committee my reason for giving in the statements which 
X did upon my former examination, and which were merely prepared to as¬ 
certain whether the received opinion was correct as to the net proiits of *the 
Company’s China trade being sufficient, not only to pay the interest on home 
bond-debts and the dividends in this country, but to aid the territorial de¬ 
partment with occasionally large advances, from my own inspection of 
the official documents before the public, I was unable to draw the same 
conclusion ; on the contrary, it appeared to me that there was but a small 
amount of net profit on the Company’s China trade ; and at that time, 
having no means from official documents of ascertaining the results of the 

India 



714 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 


VI May 1830. 
R. Rickards, Esq. 


India trade, I was obliged to confine myself to the profit which appeared to 
result from the China trade. I was consequently at a loss to conceive where 
the Company could obtain funds for the payment of those two items, unless 
it were from the revenues of India; and on drawing out my statement from 
the only official documents then before me, to show what the net profit on 
that trade was, I had reason to be confirmed in my belief In that state- 
ment I included, as I believe every merchant would do, interest, and pre¬ 
cisely the same sum of interest which is charged upon the concern where 
the Company make up a sum under the Act of Parliament to regulate their 
upset prices of the teas. I took that as the charge for interest upon the 
transaction, although it appeared to me that a much larger sum ought to be 
charged for interest upon mercantile principles. I have explained to the 
Committee, that according to the principle laid down by Mr. Melvill him¬ 
self, iu his answer 4298, wherein he admits that interest on mercantile prin¬ 
ciples should be charged from the time of the first expenditure to the time 
when the sale proceeds of the teas are realized, that the period which these 
sums had to run was upwards of three years instead of eighteen months, 
which he admits in another part of his examination to be the time for which 
interest has been charged; I should therefore say, that upon a fair mercan¬ 
tile statement of this account a much larger sum of interest is fairly 
debitable to it; notwithstanding which, I have only taken, as before men¬ 
tioned, the sum of interest which I found in the official documents. As to 
its being twice charged in this account, that I presume cannot be supposed to 
be the case, if my position is correct, that the whole of the prime cost must 
have been originally borrowed from the revenues. Indeed the documents 
which I have had occasion to refer to this day go a great way in support of 
this fact; and if this sum has been so borrowed from the revenues, which 
revenues are now charged with the interest upon the whole of what is called 
the territorial debt, interest in this point of view is fairly chargeable upon 
this prime cost as due to the revenues, and therefore it is not a double entry, 
as it has nothing to do with the items of interest on the home bond-debt 
and dividends on stock, which are paid to other parties in this country. 

5388. If, as a merchant, you were called upon to return an account of 
the profit and loss in a distant adventure, and you returned that account 
without debiting the account for interest upon the capital employed, or 
without debiting it for the premium of insurance incurred, supposing you 
were your own underwriter, should you not conceive that such statement of 
profit and loss would be a fallacious one ?—Perfectly so. The interest is 
fairly chargeable upon thi6 amount of the prime cost; because, even if it 
was a portion of the capital of a private merchant, it is so much deducted 
from the capital that was otherwise previously beneficially employed, and 
therefore deprives him of the means of making that interest upon 
the whole amount of ms capital which he otherwise would do. If that 
interest is returned Ao him at all, it must be returned out of the sale 
proceeds of the goods; and therefore to credit it as Mr. Melvill has 
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at all 


done in this statement twice, is, in my opinion, an erroneous entry; 
events as regards a profit and loss account. 

5589 Should you not conceive that it is the custom, as well as the duty 
of"any mercantile man, who becomes his own underwriter, in' keeping his 
books! to keep an account of the profits of underwriting, or the loss of 
underwriting, separate entirely from the particular adventures upon which 
he underwrites?—That is precisely what I have already explained in com- 
xnentino- upon Mr. Melville’s insertion here of a credit on account of 
insurance. In a former examination I have stated that this sum which he 
has credited £44,593 for the amount saved by the Company in the mode of 
effecting their insurance, has no business whatever here; it s iou d be 
carried to the credit of the underwriting account; and if that account 
exhibits a balance in favour, it is of course the underwriter s profit; but if 
the balance is unfavourable, as is often the case, it is then an actual loss; 
at all events, this credit item has no business here. I should also say the 
same of interest. I believe that most merchants on a large scale keen an 
interest-account. I know that I do; and in such a case as the mie here 
stated, I should carry the interest gained on the transaction to the credit of 
interest-account; and if the interest-account exhibited a balance in favour, 
that balance would be a profit, but not otherwise. 

5340. Should you not consider that the interest on the Company’s capital 
was to be considered as a receipt that was to be made applicable to the 
charge of the dividend ?—Certainly, if interest is gained m the way I have 
mentioned, and gained on the employment of real capital; but m the case 
before us interest would be chargeable, in the first instance, on the portion 
of capital which is employed in the China trade, since the capital would be 
losing so much interest during the time this portion of it was so employed, 
and if returned it must come out of the sale proceeds of the goods, it 
cannot be gained in any other way. 

3341. You know that previously to 1813 
territory and trade were made up together; but that by the 01th sectio 
of the Act of 53 Geo. III. c. 155, they have since that period been separated, 
and are now kept quite distinct; do you not also know that the annual 
accounts framed upon that law of separation show a very large amount o 
assets belonging to the commercial branch, and is not this large amount 
shown at na^es 61 and 62 of the papers as to the finances of India, ptesented 
by the KiK command?-! know that the Act of 1813requireda complete 
separation of the territorial and commercial accounts, but the public have 
never seen yet such statements of the commercial account as would satisfy 
a mercantile man as to the real result of the Company s commercial ranee** 
In respect to those assets which are enumerated in the vouchei No. of 
these papers, I perceive that some of them are stated at a valuatl0 " > 1 ° t ^ ‘ C1 
I have no means of forming an accurate opinion ; they may be exactly vain ' , 
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- to be no criterion of the Company’s commercial capital, more especially as 

11. Ilickards , Esq. one of the items contained in it, videlicet , £8,142,103, is there given in very 
vague terms, for there is a note of reference from it at the bottom of this 
account, which contains this remark: “This balance is subject to reduction 
by the amount of advances made in India from the territorial branch to the 
commercial branch in the Indian official year 1827-8. The documents 
whereby the amount of these advances is to be ascertained have not as yet 
been received from India, but which it is estimated may amount to 
£3,124,900, which will leave a balance due to the commerce of £0,017,203, 
including interest.” This, therefore, is at best but a mere estimate. Of 
the remaining items of this account, if my view of the state of the Company’s 
finances be correct, the whole or the greater part of the other items must 
have been furnished from the territorial revenues. 

5342. Are you able to state how far the division of charges ordered at the 
commencement of the present charter under the heads of Political and 
Commercial, has been such as to charge commerce only with the charge 
which as a merchant you would admit; and is not an examination of each 
item necessary before any person can give a correct opinion on the result of 
those public accounts between territory and commerce ?—I have seen no 
such account yet that would satisfy a commercial man as to the real out-turn 
of the Company’s commercial concerns, or whether they included all those 
charges which a private merchant would put upon such an account; and I 
have always thought it, and still think it is most highly desirable that 
such an account should be laid before the public, for without it all con¬ 
clusions that maybe drawn from accounts which have been produced are 
liable to error on the part of any private individual who may take the trouble 
to examine them. 

5S43. Will you look at No. 25 of the Accounts before the Com¬ 
mittee, and state whether the results at the bottom of that account, 
under the head of Commercial Credits at home and afloat outward, can 
be depended upon as a correct account by which the actual state of the 
Company’s affairs can be judged of ?—I cannot draw any satisfactory con¬ 
clusions from this statement. 

5344. Will you state the grounds of your opinion that no accurate con¬ 
clusion can be formed of the accuracy of this account ?—I have remarked 
upon one item, which is very vaguely stated in this account, videlicet, the 
sum of £8,142,103. It is impossible for any body, without having the 
accounts of the India-House before him, >to judge of the entire accuracy of 
this item. There are other items upon which a valuation is placed; and I 
submit to the Committee whether it is possible for any private individual to 
judge of the entire accuracy of that valuation. 

, 53 45. Does not the very fact of this note, in addition to the item of 
£8,142,103, prove a desire on the part of the Company to give the best 
information to the House that it is in their power to give ?— I have no doubt, 
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from the great respectability of the Court of Directors, that they are per¬ 
fectly disposed to give every information that can be desired by the Com¬ 
mittee, and to give that information accurately; but I must repeat that that 
information is not yet before the public. 

5346. Does not this note refer to a sum of £3,124),900 which may be es¬ 
timated to be paid to the commerce, and which is not pretended to be an 
actual statement ?—-Still it is only an estimate; and an estimate, I maintain, 
is of no kind of value in an actual cash statement. 

5347. Do you consider that the sum of £1,207,560, being the value of 
3 per cent, reduced stock belonging to the Company, is not an actual asset 
in their hands ?—That of course is. 

5348. Is not the cash balance an actual asset?—I presume it is. 

5349- Is not the amount of goods sold, not paid for, actual cash state¬ 
ments?—That will depend upon whether they are paid for or not. They 
may be sold for the amount stated, but the payment is not realized. 

5350. Is it the custom of the Company to part with their goods till they 
are paid for ?—In that respect the Company’s sales are conducted in a very 
satisfactory manner; but it often happens that goods retained in the way 
that the question supposes in the Company’s warehouses, till paid for, have 
never been cleared by the purchasers, and a loss has accrued upon the resale 
of them. 

5351. Can you state whether that is not an accidental circumstance arising 
out of the depression of prices which has recently taken place?—It depends 
more upon the circumstances of the buyer at the time. 

5352. Admitting, as you do, that those several items are actual cash state¬ 
ments, is it not reasonable to suppose that the other items are equally those 
which can be depended upon ?—How for example can a private individual, 
like myself, say with precision what the value of the goods in England un¬ 
sold is, or of the exports, or of almost all the other items? What can I 
say is the value of the ships, sloops, and vessels, exclusive of those stationed 
abroad, and the value of the East-India House and warehouses? They may 
produce the sums stated in these accounts, or they may not. 

5353. Is not a private merchant in the habit of valuing his property per 
estimate?—He is; but then the private merchant will probably well know 
the real value of his own property, when he cannot be expected to know 
the value of other persons’. 

5354. Is not the Company in the situation of individuals likely to know 
the value of their own property ?—Certainly they ought to know the value 
of their own property, and they may have placed an accurate valuation upon 
it; but in respect to property of this kind, even a private individual is fre¬ 
quently greatly deceived by valuing it at a rate which will never be realized 
when it comes to be disposed of. 

5355. Do you mean to say that the Company have less means of valuing 
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their property than a private individual has ?—No ; but I say that I have no 
means of knowing whether this valuation is correct or not. 

5356. Have you any reason to doubt it ?—I have no means of judging. 

5357. For instance: how would you understand, or how would any mer¬ 
chant understand this item, “ value of goods unsold in England ;” may it 
not mean either goods unsold valued at the cost-price, or goods unsold 
valued at the probable sale-price, or goods unsold valued with a profit upon 
them ; or is there any means of ascertaining with certainty what is meant ? 
—That is precisely one of the items in which I feel that my information is 
defective. I have no hesitation in saying, that were I to value those goods 
in my own hands in an account of this kind, I should value them at the 
invoice cost; whereas I judge, from the amount at which they are valued 
here, that they are rated by the East-India Company at the expected sale 
prices. 

5358. In page 208 of the Third Report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, which sat upon Foreign Trade in 1821, it is stated that 
the China trade was “ profitably conducted by the Company, and constituted 
their most plentiful resource in aiding the administration of the countries 
entrusted to their government.” Do you, in contradiction to the opinion 
stated in this Report, still maintain that it is the territory which upholds 
and supports the trade ?— My opinion has been already given upon that head, 
in opposition, as it appears, to high authorities. I cannot, however, alter 
my opinion upon this subject, unless I have proof of my error. The opinions 
of other persons, any more than my own, do not amount to proof; and with 
all the respect I entertain for the authorities quoted at this table, I must 
still retain the view I have given of the Company’s finances, till I can be 
convicted by actual proof of its being in error. 

5359. You stated that, supposing the Company to have made a profit by 
being their own insurers, such profit has nothing to do in an account showing 
the adequacy or otherwise of the Company to pay the dividends and interest 
upon the bonds; are you not aware that the Act of 53 Geo. III. c. 155, 
s. 57, which you upon a former occasion read to the Committee, distinctly 
appropriates to those and other objects the whole of the Company’s profits 
and other receipts, and therefore that to charge, as you did, the whole 
amount of the premium of insurance, without re-crediting it as profit, would 
be to leave the Company in possession of what the law has directed them to 
appropriate?—It will be recollected by this Committee that I prepared this 
statement with no other view than to show that the net profit upon the 
China trade was not equal to the amount of interest on the home bond-debt 
and the dividends on stock payable in England ; and I therefore drew out 
the statement in the way in which I believe every private merchant would 
draw out an account of profit and loss, charging it with interest and insu¬ 
rance, taking these two items from the only official documents then before 
me. If the Company, being their own underwriters, have upon that insu- 

. ranee 
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ranee made a profit, my position is, that that profit ought to be carried to it May 1830. 

the credit of their underwriting account; then, if on the balance of their - 

underwriting account there is also a profit, that profit would come in aid of Rickards, Esq 

the payment of dividends, as required by Act of Parliament. The same 

may be said with regard to the interest. That interest, when it is made 

good by the return of the teas from China, ought, as 1. conceive, to be 

carried to an interest-account; and if the interest-account is profitable, that 

profit would also constitute an item out of which those payments, according 

to the Act of Parliament, should be made ; but I conceive that these two 

items have nothing to do as credits in an account purporting to exhibit net 

profit; and this would be more especially the case if, as I conceive, the 

amount of the prime cost of the goods has been borrowed from the revenues. 

But an account exhibiting the real profit or profits of the Company, from 
whatever sources they arise, with the appropriation thereof according to law, 
is precisely the thing which is now wanted, which the public, in my opinion, 
has a right to expect, and which, if produced, would have been far more 
satisfactory in correcting errors or misconceptions than any thing that has 
yet come forth from the India-House. 

5860. Have you ever seen the plan prepared in 1814, under the authority 
of the India Board, and submitted to this House, under which a separation 
is made between the territorial and commercial concerns of the Company ? — 

No, I have not seen the plan. 

5361. You have remarked upon certain discrepancies in the accounts pre¬ 
sented from the East-India House, and other papers presented by order of 
His Majesty, which are now before this Committee ; are you not aware that 
some of those accounts are for a period of twenty years, and others are 
for a period of fourteen years, and that some are drawn up by the officers 
of the East-lndia House, and that others are analyzed and put together by 
the Accountant-General of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India ?—» 

The discrepancies I have chiefly remarked in the examination of those 
accouuts occur in the items given in for specific years; they are in some 
accounts stated at one amount for a particular year, and in other documents 
they are stated at another amount. 

5362. Are you aware of the fact alluded to, that they do come from 
different quarters, and for different periods ?—I cannot be aware of it until 
it is explained. When I spoke of discrepancies, I alluded to such as 
occurred at one and the same period. It often occurs, for example, that 
the quantity of tea sold, and the sale-prices of those teas, are differently stated 
in different accounts for the same year. 

5863. You have particularly alluded to the sum of £550,866, which Mr. \ 

Melvill has inserted for freight on tea exported from Canton in 1827-8, 
and the sum of £647,319 stated in an official account dated the 17 th March 
1880; are you aware that the official statement in question comprises the 
freight accounts of the ships which arrived in England in 1827, and, there- 

4 Z 2 fore. 
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17 May 1830. fore, that cannot correspond with Mr. Melvill’s account of freight, charge* 

- able on tea exported from Canton in 1827; and do you not observe, in 

K Richards, Esq. re f e rence to No. 32 of the printed papers, that the quantity of tea exported 
in 1826-7 was much larger than the quantity exported in 1827-8 ; that the 
quantity in 1826-7 was 38,567,505 pounds weight, and in 1827-8 was only 
31,593,176 pounds, and does not therefore this difference of quantity 
account for the great difference in freight ?—I cannot possibly account for 
the discrepancy in this respect from the account before tne, because no 
such explanation as that stated in the question is given here; the reason 
for that discrepancy may be the one now explained; but I would beg leave 
to observe, in regard to Mr. Melvill’s corrected statement of 1827-8, that he 
gives us 31,593,176 pounds as the amount of tea exported from Canton, 
whilst, the freight and demurrage upon that quantity being £550,866 only, is 
different from the amount of the freight charged in No. 19 of the Accounts 
and Papers delivered in to the Select Committee in 1830, which is given at 
£647,319, and expressly stated to be the “freight from China to England ” 
in that year, and to be the “ actual amount ” in that as in the other years of 
that account. I must, therefore, still infer that the insertion in Mr. Melvill’s 
corrected statement is an estimate, or a discrepancy requiring to be recon¬ 
ciled. 

5364. But you are aware that one sum applies to the quantity of tea 
exported in 1827, and that the other is supposed to apply to the quantity of 
tea imported in 1827 ?—The sum of £550,866 for freight and demurrage 
is expressly stated in Mr. Melvill’s statements to apply to the quantity of 
tea exported from Canton in 1827-8. 

5365. The two quantities being very different in the subsequent years ?— 
Yet the sum before mentioned is applied in this statement unquestionably to 
the amount or quantity of 31,593,176 lbs. of tea, and can be applied to 
nothing else. 

5366. Are you not aware that the freights are not paid at the same time 
that the goods are sold, that they are occasionally paid before the goods 
arrive in port?—That does not alter my view of Mr. Melvill’s statement, 
for which we have his express words. 


Jovis , 20o die Maij 1830. 


ROBERT RICKARDS, Esq. again called in, and examined. 

20 May 1830. 5367- Have you, since you delivered in your statements of the trade to 

- China, which have been observed upon by Mr. Melvill, had an opportunity 

. Rickards, Esq. 0 p examining the returns subsequently laid before this Committee, pur¬ 
porting 
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porting to be the real charges on the China trade during the years for which 
your statements were offered ?—I have examined statements to that effect, 
numbered 18 and 19, in the series of accounts and papers dated March 1830, 
and which contain the charges alluded to from the year 1823-4 to 1828-9 
inclusive. 

5368. How far do those returns support the accounts you have given in ?— 
I must repeat, with reference to those accounts and statements, that in their 
present state they lead to no satisfactory conclusions; in other words, that 
they afford not the means of coming "at the real result of the Company’s 
trade. It is only a general conclusion that can be drawn from them; I 
stated as much upon my first examination; and with reference to the state¬ 
ments I then and subsequently delivered in to this Committee, Mr. Melvill 
has since been at pains to refute my statements by a series of what are 
termed corrected statements; and as these corrected statements may lead 
cursory observers still to suppose that the profit on the China trade is as 
large as it has been generally reported to be, although from my analysis of 
these corrected statements it is quite obvious that the balances they exhibit 
are not even an approximation to true results, I prepared subsequently, for 
my own satisfaction, another statement, founded on the explanations given 
by Mr. Melvill and Mr. Lloyd, as to what constituted the item prime cost 
in the Company’s accounts, and the result is contained in the two short 
statements which I hold in my hand, and which, with the permission of the 
Committee, I will now deliver in. No. 1 is drawn out according to the 
view which I have taken of the Company’s financial accounts, and as I think 
a merchant would draw out a regular profit and loss account of any parti¬ 
cular transaction ; the other is drawn out precisely on the principles con¬ 
tended for by Mr. Melvill in his corrected statements, in which the item of 
interest is altogether omitted, and only a small estimated sum of one per 
cent, included for insurance. I have selected for those statements the year 
18^7-8, and the sales of 1828-9, because in those years we have, in the 
official documents upon the table, a sale amount of tea corresponding with 
that which was imported in the preceding year, allowing only four per cent, 
for wastage and draught and turn of the scale, which, from the explanation I 
gave on my last examination before this Committee, I take to be a moderate 
allowance; all the other items of this account are taken from the official 
documents which I have particularly referred to on the face of the account. 

5369- What is the result ?—The total deficiency, including the loss on 
the India trade, which I had not before the means of ascertaining on the 
authority of any official document, amounts to £999,935, and the deficiency 
on No. 2 to £787,195. 

5370. Do you mean that as compared with the deficiency shown in your 
third statement ?—This is the deficiency on the statement made out after 
the explanations given in by Mr. Melvill and Mr. Lloyd as to the items of 
charge which I had in my previous statements ignorantly added to “ prime 

cost,” 
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20 May 1830. cost,” but which I find now ought to be included in that heterogeneous 
/’ ■ F C0m P 0un “' 

[The Accounts referred to were delivered in and read, as follows .•] 


1827-8. 


No. 1. Statement of the Cost and Charges on Tea exported from Canton, from the year 1827 - 8 , 

a c ?" e8 P° nd, “g Quantity sold at the Company’s Sale in 1828-9; 

S f als °, th /, D ^ le " cy ,° f the Com l )an / s Commercial Transactions to defrag 

the Payment of the Dividends on Stock, and the Interest on the Home Bond Debt. 3 


Cost in 1827-8 of 31,593,176 lbs. of 
tea exported from Canton, as per 
No. 32 of Papers relating to the 
Trade with India and China, 4th 

June 1829. ........ . 

Freight and demurrage, as per No. 
19 of “ Accounts and Papers/’ 
delivered in to the Select Com¬ 
mittee, 1830... 

Salaries and emoluments to supra- 
cargoes and others, as per No. 18 

of ditto... 

Charges in England, as per 19 do . 

Interest, as per ditto,.. 

Insurance, as per ditto.. 

Profit.. 


Interest on home bond-debts for 
1828-9, as per No. 21 of Papers, 

&c., Feb. 1830. 

Dividends on stock, per ditto ..... 


Deficiency brought down. 

Loss on India trade, as per 
No. 4 of Papers delivered 
in to the Select Committee, 
March 1830. 

Total deficiency... £ 


£. 


l y 981,419 


647,319 


69,195 

205,537 

243,234 

61,281 

319,072 


3,527,057 


158,124 

629,071 


787,195 


468,123 


531,812 

999,935 


Sale amount of 30,269,508 lbs. of 
tea in 1828-9, as per No. 41 of 
Papers relating to the Trade 
with India and China, Feb. 
1830, being a quantity with the 
allowance of about 4 per cent, 
for wastage, equal to that pur¬ 
chased in 1827-8. 


£. 


3,527,057 


£ 3,527,057 


Profit brought down 
Deficiency .. 


319,072 

468,123 


787,195 
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1827-8. 

No. 2 . Statement of the Cost and Sales of Tea, &c. the same as the preceding Statement, but 

drawn out according to Mr. Melvilfs View of the Account, and the Principle adopted inbis 
Corrections. 


Prime cost, &c. vide preceding state¬ 
ment .... 

Freight and demurrage.ditto.. 

Salaries and emoluments, &c. ditto.. 

Charges in England.ditto.. 

Insurance, (say I per cent.) esti¬ 
mated . ......... 

Loss on the India trade, vide pre¬ 
ceding statement. 


Dividends and interest on home 
bond debt, as per preceding state¬ 
ment ... 


£. 

1,981,419 

647,319 

69,195 

205,537 

Sales, &c. as per preceding state¬ 
ment .. 

Deficiency .. 


39,814 


531,812 


3,455,096 


787,195 

■ 

| 4,242,291 

*1 


£. 

3,527,057 

715,234 


£ 4,242,291 


5571 . Are the Committee to understand that you deliver in these state¬ 
ments in corroboration of the opinions you have formed, and the statements 
you have previously given in ?—As far as regards a general conclusion, they 
certainly do confirm my former opinion; but I must observe upon those 
statements that they appear to me, as I have always observed from the com¬ 
mencement, to be of little value besides. 

5372 . To what statements do you refer ?—My own, and the whole of 
them: all the statements that have been laid before the Committee. 

5373. State the reasons why you place little value upon them ?—Because, 
in all the official documents which I have had an opportunity of inspecting, 
there is no such thing as a regular mercantile account of the profit and loss 
on the Company’s Indian or China trade, such as a respectable merchant of 
the city of London, or a professional accountant, would approve; and until 
a statement of that description is laid before the public, which I think the 
public have a right to expect, no satisfactory conclusion can be drawn as to 
the real profit, or otherwise, of the Company’s trade. It is on this account, 
I say, that estimates, particularly such as are framed from imperfect data, 
must always be considered of little comparative value. 

5374. The Committee are to understand that those statements made up 
by you are not considered of any great importance, because the data or 
documents supplied by the India-House do not appear to you to be full and 

complete ? 


20 May 1830. 
jB. Richards , Esq 
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20 May 1830. complete?—Exactly so; they only lead to the general conclusion with 

- which I set out upon my first examination before this Committee, that there 

It. Rickards, Esq. does not appear, from any thing that has been hitherto published, a suffi¬ 
ciency of profit on any portion of the Company’s commercial concerns to 
defray certain charges in this country. This Conclusion is moreover strongly 
confirmed to my mind, and I think will be obvious to other persons, from 
merely reflecting on the following circumstances. Let any person acquainted 
with the course of mercantile affairs, and the admitted fact of an universal 
depression of profits ever since the close of the last war, and the difficulties 
which private merchants have experienced in realizing even moderate 
profits upon concerns carried on with the most rigorous economy; let those 
facts, I say, be compared with the known mode in which the Company’s 
trade is carried on ; the great establishments kept up at the India-House for 
commercial purposes ; the magnificent establishment at Canton, the equally 
magnificent establishments spread all over India for commercial purposes; 
the freights paid by the Company, upon their shipping, averaging, accord¬ 
ing to one official document upon this table, £21. 10s. per ton, and in 
another between £18 and £19 per ton, for doing that which a private 
merchant would accomplish for from £8 to £10 per ton ; and likewise the 
very high rate at which the Company have on all occasions paid for their 
goods both in India and in China; and if he can, after combining all those 
facts, conceive it possible for the Company to realize any thing like a profit 
upon their trade, he must have other ways of computing profit to any which 
I am acquainted with; but whether the Company realize a profit upon their 
trade or not is, in my estimation, of little comparative importance. The 
great question, in my opinion, to be considered upon this occasion is that 
which I took the liberty of impressing upon the attention of the Committee 
at my first examination, viz. the immense advantages which must unquestion¬ 
ably result to this country, and to the eastern world at large, by the single 
act of opening the trade to Canton. We have here a question in which the 
great commercial interests of this country, the manufacturing interests, the 
shipping interests, and, by re-action, the agricultural interests, are deeply 
involved ; and this I take to be of far greater importance than whether 
£200,000 or £800,000 can be made out more or less by the turning and 
twisting of figured statements. 

6375. If all the documents submitted to Parliament, and those which you 
have seen that have been submitted to this Committee, of the commercial 
affairs of the Company, are as defective as you have stated, that no mer¬ 
chant can make up a satisfactory account from them to show the actual 
result and profit and loss from their commerce, will you state what kind of 
accounts should be furnished to enable the Committee correctly to ascertain 
what has been the state of their trade ?—Exactly such an account as I have 
just stated in a previous answer. 

5376. What sort of an account do you conceive should be made out?—It 

should 
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should be such an account as a merchant would draw out to show the real 
result of his own affairs. 

53 77 . Can you give a pro forma account of the manner in which the 
account should be kept ?—It is impossible for me to give a proforma account 
here. Neither should I think a pro forma necessary, if the accounts at the 
India-House are kept as mercantile books ought to be. From such books 
there can be no difficulty, I should think, of preparing such an account as 
would satisfy the public, containing the actual outgoings of the Company 
on one side, with their receipts on the other—a fair statement, in short, of 
mercantile transactions, prepared in mercantile form and on mercantile 
principles, such as any merchants are accustomed to prepare of all bond fde 
transactions. 

5378. You are aware that by the 57 th clause of the Act of 53 Geo. III. 
it is directed that the profits on commerce should be applied for certain 
purposes, the last being that all surplus should go in reduction of the prin¬ 
cipal of the debt in India. Are you able, from the accounts before the 
Committee, to show whether any surplus has been handed over to pay terri¬ 
torial debt agreeably to the Act?—In Account No. 23 of the Papers 
relating to the Finances of India, page 49, there is a memorandum at the foot 
of that account in the following words:—“ Amount set apart from surplus 
commercial profits for the liquidation of debt subsequent to the 1st of May 
1814, and not deemed repayable by the territory.” This, however, is but a 
simple memorandum or assertion ; there is nothing that I can find in these 
official documents to show whence that surplus commercial profit arises; and 
this is another of the many instances which constantly meet us of the defec¬ 
tive or imperfect state of these accounts. I observe also, in respect to that 
profit so set apart, that in the year 1824 it is stated at £4,754,903; the same 
sum is continued through the years 1825 and 1826, whence I conclude that 
there could be no surplus profits, real or estimated, in those years. In the 
following year, 1827, the amount is stated at £4,758,853, being a small 
advance on the preceding years of £3,950, whereas in the annual accounts 
laid before Parliament the increase of 1827 over 1826 is stated only at 
£124 or £125. This again is one of the many discrepancies which we find 
in these accounts, which may be capable of reconcilement by the officers of 
the India-House, but which it is impossible for an individual to account for 
from any explanations that are here given; and therefore it is that I say that 
those accounts, as now presented to the public, do not exhibit so satisfactory 
a result as the public have a right to expect. Neither can any such precise 
result be drawn or compiled from the imperfect information they contain. 

Mr. JAMES LAYTON called in, and examined. 

5379. What is your profession ?—I am a tea-broker. 

5380. It is your business as a tea-broker to purchase tea at the East-India 
Company’s sales for the wholesale tea-dealers of this country ?—Certainly. 

* 5 A 5381. In 


20 May 1830. 
11. Rickards, Esq. 


Mr. J. Layton. 
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5-381. In that business you are in the habit, at every sale of tea, of 
examining minutely the qualities of the different parcels?—I am. 

5382. Were you called upon to value some samples of teas which were 
brought from abroad ?—-Yes. 

5383. Where did you value them?—At my own counting-house. 

5384. From whom did you receive them?-—I received them fiom Mi. 
Jones; they were sent to me; I believe they came from the Board of 

Controul. 

5385. They were sent to your office for examination ?—They were. 

5386. Did you examine them in company with any other tea-broker ?— 
No; by myself only. 

5387. Did you give your opinion without any concert with any other 
person ?—'No ; we met afterwards and compared notes, and gave a valuation 
of prices in conjunction with several others; there were about a dozen more; 
there were many of those teas imported by the foreign companies. 1 look 
upon it that we have no such tea comes to the Company's sale, because the 
bulk of the teas that we have consists chiefly of the general qualities of 
bohea and Congo tea, which form the chief consumption of this country. 

5388. Did the other brokers examine them with you ?—No, eacli examined 
them separately by their own samples ; there were samples sent to ten or a 
dozen different houses* 

5389. For the purpose of afterwards fixing on prices, did you afterwards 
meet together ?—We met together and compared prices, and gave the result 
of that to the gentlemen who sent the samples. 

5390. Was the result an average ?—Yes, an average, as nearly as we could 
put it, of what they would have sold for at the Company’s sales. 

5391. Was there much difference of opinion between you?—There was ; 
in the finer sort of teas especially. 

5392. Were there in the congos and boheas ?—No, very little; hardly any 
at all; merely fractional parts. 

5393. Were the samples of sufficient size to enable you to judge fairly of 

them ?—Certainly. . . 

5394. Were the prices you have affixed to the teas puces which you 
thought similar teas would sell at at the Company’s sales, or were they prices 
that they would sell at in the wholesale shops r—We have no idea what they 
sell at tiie wholesale shops, for they vary so much by Is. per pound ; but we 
fixed it at the price at which we supposed, had they been put up by the 
East-India Company at their sale, they would have reached, subject of 
course to the variation whether there is more or less of the finer quality. 

5395 With respect to the teas of more general consumption, more par¬ 
ticularly the congo and bohea, was the price that you estimated them at 
with reference to the last sale-price of the Company, or with leference^ to 
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the actual market-price at the time ?—We were obliged to reckon them at 
the price we supposed they would sell at; there were several of those 
qualities of tea that the East-India Company do not import on their own 
account, but which are generally brought over by their officers, who have a 
private trade, as it is called, which is a liberty to bring home such and such 
qualities; but we cannot answer for their qualities to compare them with the 
Company’s teas. The East-India Company’s teas are always clean teas, 
and well examined before they come to this country, which the others are 
not, for their trade is by barter. In general you cannot expect an officer who 
goes out to bring the dollars; but they receive so many chests of tea as they 
may purchase by barter. Of the price we know nothing. 

5396. Were you told, when those samples were delivered to you, from 
whence they came?—No; we were summoned by Mr. Jones to come and 
see them at the Board of Control Office 5 the number was so great it was 
impossible to form an opinion of them there; each of the brokers had the 
samples sent, and tasted them, as well as examined them by the appearance. 

5397. Were you told from what part of the World they came ?—We knew 
not from whence they came; the paper states them to be from the con¬ 
tinent of Europe, but does not state from what countries. 

5398. As to the teas of general consumption, particularly the bohea, 
Congo, the hyson, and the twankay, setting aside any of the teas of which 
little is imported, were they teas of the qualities used for general consump¬ 
tion, and, upon the whole, of good fair quality?—Except the twankay tea, 
I think tliey were; that was inferior to what the Company usually have. 
The bohea tea was rather inferior, to the extent of Id. or 1 | d. per pound ; 
but that is a tea not used, or very rarely, in London; that goes generally 
into the country, where they are obliged to sell it at a lower price, particu- 
tarly to the manufacturers. 

5399- Was the congo a fair quality ?—It was not so clean as the Com¬ 
pany’s teas. 

5400. What do you mean by not so clean as the Company’s teas?—It had 
a particular taste, showing that it was not altogether so well selected. 

5401. Some of the congo is put as high as 2s. 6d. a pound; have you 
much of the Company’s congo that sells at so high a price ?—-There is some 
of the Company’s congo that sells as high as 3s. 

5102. Is the quality put here at 2s. 6d. a pound not a good quality ?—It is 
a good quality of tea valued at 2s. 6d. a pound; but wherever samples 
have been taken, and have come from a distance, they depreciate, and also 
from the tea being in paper. 

5403. Is it your opinion that the samples have not quite so fair a chance 
as if they had been drawn fresh from the chests in the Company’s ware¬ 
houses ?—Decidedly not. 

5404. Did the manner of sending them put them to some disadvantage? 
—Yes, particularly in the smell, which is a great thing we go by, as well as 

5 A 2 taste. 
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May 1830 taste. Many of those that are called Congo were a souchong kind of tea, 

—-— which, by the names they gave them, they would not bear with ours. 

• ' L La V tm ' 5405 . Were the green teas that came from New York of a good quality ? 

—I do not know from whence they came, only the samples were taken from 
which we were to form our opinion. 

5406. Were the green teas of a fair quality ?—Some of them were, and 
some were very indifferent. 

5407. How long had those samples been taken out of the chest before you 
saw them ?—That I cannot say ; I never saw the chests nor the packages. 

5408. The prices of your valuation are of course what are called the 
short prices, that is, without the duty?—Yes, because we always buy and 
sell by the short price. 

5409. Upon the whole were the congos and boheas of a quality that 
would find ready sale in this country?—Yes, they were sufficiently fine for 
sale; any tea that is clean and decent will always find a sale; for what is not 
sold in London the dealers will send to manufacturing places, and if the 
price is but congenial they will take anything, if it really is tea. 

5410. Do you consider that the tea which is sold at the Company’s sales is 
much adulterated in the tea-dealers’ shops in London ?—~Not in London ; I 
do not think there is any adulteration in tea; they mix the bohea, which 
sells at the Company’s sales at about Is. 5d. to Is. 6d., with congo teas, 
because the duty is so heavy the people in the country cannot afford to give 
it. It is the fashion now to have every thing at a low price, and that per¬ 
vades every thing, on the supposition, I suppose, that the people get too 
much profit; but they drink such tea there as I would not drink. 

5411. Did you ever look at the quality of tea sold in country towns and 
villages ?—Yes. 

5412. Do you consider it very much adulterated ?—I consider it so much 
inferior, that if I go out I always like to take my tea with me; if I were 
going out of town, I mean. 

5413. Is the adulteration there merely a mixture of inferior teas, or is it 
that some ingredients are mixed which are not teas at all ?—I really cannot 
tell what it is composed of, and I defy any person to say what it consists of; 
it is like the coffee, which is sometimes mixed with what is, I suppose, 
ground beans. 

5414. If a mixed sample of tea were presented to you, you could point 
out the portion of the different qualities, could you not ?—That is rather 
difficult; I could no more tell than I could as to a pipe of wine, whether it 
was all of the right kind. I could tell whether it was good if I tasted it. 

5415. Could not you tell whether there was any part which was not tea ? 
—At times I might. I presume the question alludes to the mixture of 
adulterated leaves which took place some time ago. 


5416. In 
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5416. In your opinion, is not there a good deal sold in remote parts of 
the country as tea which is not tea at all Yes, I conceive there is; 
what I have tasted in considerable towns that they call tea, which is very 
bad ; there has been black tea coloured and passed off as green tea when 
the price was very high—persons have been fined for so adulterating. 

5417. Do not you consider that that disposition to adulterate arises very 
much from the people in the country not being able to get real tea at a 
reasonable price ?—By no means, they may have it at a reasonable price ; 
when a man sells six or a dozen chests in London he would be ashamed to 
do that, and he would be subjected to penalties; but in some part of the 
country, I think they will do those things: a country dealer is the most 
unfortunate being, living almost in a country shop. When there was a 
quantity imported from the Continent, when the East-India Company had 
not sufficient after the Commutation Act, there was the greatest importation 
of rubbish that ever was exhibited in this country. 

5418. From whence did it come ?—From Holland chiefly. 

5419. Is there a sufficiency of the low-priced teas put up at the sales?-— 
I think that 1,200,000 pounds of the common boheas is sold every sale, or 
as nearly as possible. 

5420. Is there as much as the consumption will take ?—Quite so ; in fact 
we refuse tea almost at every sale. An observation has been made, from 
Scotland, principally, that the East-India Company did not put up enough ; 
but as soon as they put up more, they found fault directly, because it 
lowered the prices of their stock in hand. 

5421. Do you mean to say that tea is refused at the upset price of the 
Company ?—Yes. 

5422. And that of qualities in ordinary consumption ?—-Yes; it has 
sometimes been bought at a higher price ; the Company is bound by charter 
to put up their teas at the price it stands them in ; the advance price is sup¬ 
posed to be their profit; but when they do not fetch the upset price, at the 
following sale they are put up without a price and fetch as much as they can 
by competition. 

5423. Where they are put up at the upset price, are there any of the teas 
of ordinary consumption, such as congos, ever refused at the upset price ?— 
Yes, there were, last sale. 

5424. Were they refused for quality, or for redundance of quantity ?-— 
Partly from both. 

5425. How comes it that you, as a broker, pay any advance upon tjie 
upset price of the Company for any tea, where you are sure of getting some 
at the upset price itself, if the Company put up a sufficient quantity to lower 
the price down to the upset price ?—The fact is, we buy the better sort, and 
refuse the inferior qualities if there is too much put up. I look upon the 
interest of the Company and the trade to be one and the same thing. If 
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they put up a larger quantity than the consumption would carry off, then if 
that tea is put up next sale, and bought, the price of it only serves to lower 
the price of the other j the redundancy of the quantity will occasion that 

5426 . If the Company were in the habit of putting up so much of any 
certain quality as that it should be rejected for redundancy, would it not 
necessarily follow that the teas of that quality must sell at the upset price? 
—The other teas would be refused, of course, if. they put up the same 
quality, and they have refused some of them ; they would not buy any 
more than were wanted for consumption, for the sale is four times a year, 
and we seldom have an advance of a penny a pound; though the prompt is 
only the 20th of this month, any teas may be purchased at this time at the 
cost-price, except the common boheas, whiqh have had a little run upon 
them, or only at an advance of a penny a pound. 

5427. Generally speaking, the price at which they are sold is considerably 
above the upset price, is it not ?—-Yes, all teas must be above the upset 
price, unless where they have been refused at the former sale. 

5428. If there were so much put up that a portion of it was refused, must 
it not follow that that portion so refused might have been bought by the 
trade at the upset price ?—Supposing they had, and the consumption would 
not take it offj it would only remain on hand, and lower the price the suc¬ 
ceeding sale; it would not answer the purpose of any one to purchase more 
than he required. 

5429 . Would it not answer the purpose of any one if there always 
remains a portion which could at the close of the sale be got at the upset 
price, to purchase at that price ?—rTlrey cannot buy that again at the upset 
price which is once refused; but at the succeeding sale they have the ad¬ 
vantage of having that which has been refused at the upset price put up 
without a price, and they may purchase it at whatever it will fetch. 

5430. Is it not the interest of the tea-dealer who buys the tea that the 
price should not considerably fall in the market?—I do not think the tea- 
dealers have much interest about it: if one could get tea a farthing a pound 
cheaper, he would do so. The squabble is as great as if they were to give 
away the tea instead of selling it. 

5431. Is there any combination or agreement among the brokers as to 
the manner in which they shall conduct their purchases at the sale?—None 
at all. We hear one man say I want six lots, and another I Want ten lots; 
but they cannot obtain them by asking for them. 

5432. Do you consider the quality of the tea to be deteriorated by 
keeping?—-Not if it is kept in a dry place; black teas are sometimes the 
better for it, but green teas suffer. I look upon it that in consequence ot the 
mode of gathering it in China the bloom on the hyson and green teas falls 
off, and there is a rankness of taste comes upon it; in consequence, if it 
is kept a twelvemonth, I should say that is very inferior to one purchased at 
the last sale of the Company, though of the self-same description. The 
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same with gunpowders, that are described under the denomination of old 20 ? 
that has an unpleasant flavour. 

5433. The black teas are not injured by keeping?—No, not at all, if i ' u 
they are kept in a proper place, and in good lead. 

5434. You do not consider that if the Company’s teas were sold immedi¬ 
ately on their arrival they would be sold at higher prices?—No, not in black 
teas; but in green teas they would. 

5435. Does tea gain or lose in weight by keeping ?—I believe it gains, 
but it is so trifling ; in a chest of 84 or 85 lbs. it may gain a pound, but it 
must lose sometimes. But we always buy and sell by the Company’s 
weights. If they gave us more tea than we have paid for, we should sell at 
the same ; we sell by the warrant, and the person judges of the article him- 
self. 

5436. Does the tea imported by the privileged trade sell so high as the 
Company’s?—Very seldom ; it is only when they import such tea as gun¬ 
powder tea, and such teas as the Company do not import, or there are 
scarcely any sold in the Company’s sale, but the congos and hyson teas are 
reckoned far superior to those imported by the private trade officers, and 
fetch a higher price; we sometimes give as high as 5 s. 6d. to 65 . a pound 
for Company’s, while it is a rare thing for the private trade teas to make more 
than 3s. 1C )ii. to 4s. 

5437. How happens it that the Company’s teas in their books are never 
marked as very good, or very fine, or superfine?—It has been left off since 
the Commutation Act. , 

5438. No teas are so marked now ?—No ; the trade taste the quality, and 
judge of them, as they take samples for themselves, and where they agree 
they suppose they are right. 

5439. Do you mean to say that none of the teas that come to private in¬ 
dividuals are superior to many of those sold by the Company?—Supposing 
a person has a relation at Canton, he sends a present of a box of tea, 
which he obtains from the hong merchant, and he gets it as a particular 
sort of thing, like a friend sending from Oporto a particular pipe of wine, 
but that is not a thing to be regarded in the market. 

5440. The Company do not sell such teas as those:—-That is a thing 
which is quite out of the way; it is something choice, and out of the way, 
like fine fruit from a gentleman’s own garden. 

5441. Are you of opinion, that if the Company were to import some 
teas of lower qualities than they at present import, they would be suitable 
for the consumption of the poorer classes of people?—I think they might; 
but that it would be very great impolicy for them to do so; that they would 
hurt the trade at large if they did so ; the low bohea tea now is sufficiently 
low for consumption. 

5442. What is the lowest price at which bohea tea sells ?—Is. 5 d .; it is 

put 


<SL 

ay 1830. 

K I Ait/ ton. 


wiN/sr^ 



?32 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 


<SL 


SO May 1830. put up at that, therefore one farthing per pound above that will pur- 

- chase it; but it is mixed with other tea; it is then put down at the 

Mr. ,J. Layton. p r j ce a t which they want to retail it; it is written up in London at 8s. a 
pound in various shops, sometimes at 3s. 4>d .; that stands them in 25. lOci ; 
the duty they pay is 96 per cent, upon that, and 100 per cent, on all above 
2s. per pound. 

5443 . What does that sell at in the retail shops ?—From 8s. to 35.4 d. 

5444. Do not you think that if instead of 35. 4 d., good bohea tea 
could be sold in the country at 25. for instance, that would materially 
increase the consumption ?—I recollect perfectly well when the Commu¬ 
tation Act was passed, and then the price of tea was lowered very consider¬ 
ably, being subject to only twelve and a half per cent, duty, and the public 
at that time were so displeased with the quality of the tea, though they had 
the self-same tea they would have had before, the Company took it all back 
at the same cost; the people would not drink the tea ; they said it was bad, 
and some were even fools enough to go to houses I could mention where 
they might have good hyson tea, which stood them in 5s. a pound, and pay 
125., 145., and 165. a pound, because they said it could not be good if 
offered at those low prices ; and to this very day the best consumers of tea 
in this country, for the good of the tea-dealers, are the servants at your own 
houses, for they drink black tea at 65. and 85. a pound, when you 
may drink it, in many instances, at a shilling or two a pound less. 

5445 . In the instances you refer to, the people concluded that the tea 
could not be good because it was cheap ?—Yes ; and if the Company im¬ 
ported lower priced teas, they would find fault with the very article they 
were in the habit of consuming, because it was at a much lower price. 

5446 . So that if by the reduction of duty the teas were sold at a 
much lower price, you think they would refuse to take them ?—Yes; they 
would not drink the lower teas. I am convinced that was the effect 
which occurred at that time. 

5447 . Was the tea you speak of that which was so bad which came 
from the Continent ?—No; the tea I have seen on the Continent was a 
strange sort of mixture, it was bought of what are called the outside dealers 
in China; they sent over stuff which is not tea; it is prohibited now, but 
they only fine the officer for bringing it over; a good deal of that was what 
was called caper tea. 

5448. You referred to some bad tea which came from the Continent; in 
what year was that?—-I think about the year I 7 S 6 or 1787- 

5449 . How came it to be imported into this country ?—The consumption 
was so great in consequence of the taking off such a mass of duty as was then 
attached to it; they paid Is. a pound, and 25 per cent, upon the cost-price ; 
the two duties were added together, and 15 per cent, added to that. There 
was not a tenth part sold by the East-India Company at that time which there 
is now. 


5450. That 
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5450. That was imported in consequence of the East-India Company not 
having a sufficient supply ?—Yes, because they used to smuggle it; there 
was hardly a tea-dealer’s house at that time but was under the necessity either 
of doing that or shutting up his shop. 

5451. Do you conceive there is much smuggled tea in the trade now?— 
I think very little ; there is a little perhaps at a few of the outports, but if 
there is, it is only the fine gunpowder tea; they make that answer, but by 
the time they have hawked it about the country it is very much the worse 
for it. 

5452. Previous to the lowering the duty, during the great smuggling 
taking place, was not the best tea in the market the smuggled tea?—-That I 
cannot say; Ido not think it was; it was brought in bags from the Con¬ 
tinent by the smugglers, and hawked about the streets in various ways; but 
they used to buy the Company’s teas to mix with it. 

5453. You have stated that where a larger quantity than usual was put 
up by the Company complaint was made; by whom was that complaint 
made?—By the Scotch buyers; they happened to have a surplus quantity at 
that very moment. 

5454. Supposing the tea-dealers generally to have a stock of tea on hand, 
it would not be for their interest that the teas at the Company’s sales should 
sell at a lower price than at which they have purchased their own ?—They 
would refrain from purchasing when they have got a stock in hand, for they 
can only take a certain portion, and they are obliged to pay the duty at the 
time they pay for the tea. 

5455. Therefore they are interested in the price not falling?—It is their 
interest if they have got a stock in hand ; but where there are so many hun¬ 
dreds of them, they none of them keep a stock ; they only buy what they 
conceive will be their consumption from sale to sale, for they would have to 
pay a large sum beforehand for the duty; the sales come so frequently, and 
they are delivered so early from the sale, that no person keeps a stock on 
hand ; the remnant at the end of every sale is, I apprehend, very small in 
the dealers’ hands. 

5456. Are you at all acquainted with the foreign trade in tea ?—I have 
been on the Continent, and have looked at their foreign tea-trade, and was 
very much surprised at seeing how little they understand of the matter. I 
went to Antwerp on purpose, and they took a chest of tea, and bored a small 
hole, and they took the sample out on a bare board, and said, “ there is some 
fine tea for you.” 

5457. What should you say is the general quality of tea they bring ?—It 
is chiefly the congo tea. 

5458. And of an inferior description ?—Yes. 

5459- What is the comparative quality of the tea sold by the Company, 

5 B and 


<SL 


20 May 1830. 
Mr. J. Layton. 



MINISfy, 



734 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 


20 May 1830. 
Mr. J. Layton. 


<8L 


and the samples you have examined ?—I think that some of those samples of 
tea were picked qualities of tea, superior. 

5460. The question refers to the congos and boheas ?— Those are not so 
good as others. I suppose the fine pekoes and others come from Russia ; 
that they were overland teas. 

5461. Are you acquainted with the description of teas called souchong, 
imported into America ?—I know the quality of that tea, but I do not know 
what are imported into America. We used to ship to America in general 
rather an inferior sort of tea ; we never sent fine souchong teas. Very few 
people will take very fine souchong teas, unless it is gentlemen who have a 
fine taste in this country. 

546S. Did you ever drink tea made abroad ?—Yes. 

5463. What is your opinion of it as to quality, comparatively with that 
drank in this country ?—That it is much inferior in quality. 

5464. At what places did you drink it ?—It was in Holland, at Antwerp* 
and round about; the teas were then inferior decidedly to ours. We went 
over and took tea with us, and tried their tea; I did it from curiosity ; I 
found it very inferior, and very much neglected. 

5465. At what time were you there ?—I was there in the year 1814. 

5466. You have not been abroad since that period ?—No. 

5467. Have you had any opportunity of ascertaining the quality of teas 
there at a later period ?—I understand they have taken a greater quantity of 
fide hyson in Paris of late, but that that is chiefly owing to the number of 
English there. 

5468. You will therefore infer that the demand for the better tea has pro¬ 
duced a supply of the article on the Continent ?—Where Englishmen go, I 
think it has. 

546R. Are you aware that up to the years 1814 and 1815 there was very 
little tea sent to the continent of Europe ?—Very little ; there had been no 
encouragement. 

5470. Are you aware that there is a considerable increase in the import of 
tea on the continent of Europe since that period ?—Yes. 

5471 . The price of tea in Holland is lower than the price here, is it not; 
the short price r—I understand it is that they can find no sale for a great 
deal they have there. There was a great deal of money lost by their first 
importation. 

5472 . Do you conceive the difference of price is commensurate with the 
deterioration of quality ?—In some instances it is. 

5473. Supposing the tea-trade to be thrown open like any other trade, 
would it be for your interest as a broker, or not ?—I have a very great 
doubt which way it would operate. I cannot give an answer to that ques¬ 
tion. 

5474. A 
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54-74'. A good deal of tea, probably, would be sold at Liverpool and the 
out-ports?—Yes; I suppose that it would be taken about the streets in bar- 
rows as other things are, and that then people would not take it at all, 

5475. You think it is possible it might be to your injury, because people 
would leave off drinking it?—That would be, no doubt, to the injury of the 
dealers and the brokers. 

5476. Did not you say that the reduction of price in 1786, from the re¬ 
duction of duty, was the cause of importation from abroad ?—It was obliged 
to be brought, because the Company had only two sales in a year, and they 
sold much less than they do now. 

5477. Did they sell less tea at the period of that importation from abroad 
than they did before or after ?—They sold a great deal more afterwards; but 
they had cleared the Company’s warehouses of all the tea. 

5478. What caused the Company’s warehouses to be cleared ?—The de¬ 
mand, which produced a scarcity. 

54-79. Was that the effect of increased consumption ?—No ; they sent over 
to the Continent to buy teas. 

5480. What occasioned the scarcity ?—Not having the quantity by them 
at the time. Directly the Commutation. Act of the year 1784 passed, when 
they reduced it to 12| per cent., so many turned tea-dealers; where there 
were 1,000 tea-dealers there were immediately 20,000. 

5481. Did not that reduction of duty extend the demand?—Yes, because 
the stock held by those persons was excessive. It you have 100 or 1,000 
shops, every one must have a portion of stock in them ready for sale, and 
there must be a .surplus quantity on their hands, and there must be ten times 
the number provided. There were 1,000 instead of 100, and there are pow 
00,000 or 70,000 tea-dealers altogether in England. This can be known from 
the Excise. 

5482. The taking off the duty at that time produced a very much increased 
demand in this country ?—Yes, it did ; but the tea was brought from the 
Continent which used to be smuggled in, and the India Company were 
obliged to buy that tea to supply their sales. 

5483. Was it not the case before the passing of the Commutation Act 
that the consumption of England in tea was in a very important degree sup¬ 
plied by smuggled tea ?—T suppose three-fourths were smuggled in. 

5484. As the demand increased from the lowering of the duty, and as the 
lowering of the duty checked the smuggling altogether, would it not neces¬ 
sarily follow that the demand upon the Continent for tea arose from that cir¬ 
cumstance?—Certainly, because the tea that they imported found its way 
into this country. 

5485. The smuggled tea came in from the Continent previously ? Ves; 
three-fourths of it were smuggled before that. 

5 B 2 5486. Suppose 
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5486. Suppose the duty now was lowered to 12i per cent., as it was by 
the Commutation Act, and that the Company were to reduce their charges 
so as to put the upset price SO per cent, lower, would that increase the con¬ 
sumption of tea in this country or not?—It would increase the consumption, 
no doubt. 

5487. You think that any thing that lowers the price would increase the 
demand?—Yes; but if the government were to lower the duty, it would 
have a greater effect than the Company lowering the prices ; but that effect 
would be, that the prices would be better for the finer qualities, for they do 
not bear an equivalent to the lower qualities. 

5488. Supposing the Company were to lower their prices 25 per cent., the 
reduction of prices to the consumer would be more than double that amount 
at the present rate of duty ?—Certainly it would. 

5489. Would not the lowering of the price by the Company have a 
greater effect than the mere lowering the duty by government?—It would 
come to the same point whether the government or the Company lowered 
it. 

5490. You are of opinion that lowering the price would increase the con¬ 
sumption ?—Yes. 

5491. What is the ordinary advance upon the upset price at the Company’s 
sales ?—The congo teas, which they put up at Is. 8 d. per pound, sell at about 
2s. Id. on the average to 2s. 2d .; that is the principal profit, in my opinion, 
which the Company get upon their tea. 

5492. The average increase upon the congo teas at that price may be 
taken at about 5d. to 6d. ?-—Yes; but that is only on a portion of them ; for 
when they put up tea at 2s. 1 d., it frequently fetches only d farthing more, 
or is in some instances refused. 

5493. Do you know whether.any of the brokers who attended at the Board 
of Control saw the tea in the chests in which it came over?—I understood 
that two or three of them did. 

5494. How long had you the samples before you examined them ?—Ten 
days. 

5495. Did not the brokers say that they thought they should be able to 
examine the teas better if they took them home ?—Yes, at their houses. 

5496. At the time they made their request, they did not, of course, feel 
that the tea would be at all deteriorated by being taken out of the chest ?— 
No. 

5497. Are you aware of what difference there has been in the price of tea 
put up at the Company’s sales ; what fall there has been in those prices in 
your recollection ?—Very trifling in point of price ; I do not suppose there 
has been 2d. or 3d. a pound within the last ten years, 

5498. Do you recollect farther back ?—I do not, without referring to the 

sale- 
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sale-books $ but I do not think there has been any material reduction since 
the Commutation Act 

5499. Is the trade in the habit at all of remonstrating with the Company 
as to the quantity of tea they put up at a sale ?—No. 

5500. Are they never consulted ?—Sometimes the clerk asks the question; 
but we never consider it of any consequence what answer we give, for we do 
not think it has any effect. 

5501. The trade never expresses an opinion that the quantity is too great 
or too small ?—Yes, that they are overloaded with tea. They come there 
with long faces, as they do in other places, but they are never much at¬ 
tended to. 

[ The Account referred to by the witness was delivered in and ready as follows ;] 
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Samples of Tea from the Continent of Europe and America. 


No. 

No. 

No. 

1. Bohea. 

27. Bohea. 

53. Young Hyson. 

2. Ditto. 

28. Ditto. 

54. Ditto. 

3. Congo. 

29, Congo. 

55. Ditto. 

4. Ditto. 

30. Ditto. 

56. Imperial. 

5. Campoi. 

31. Ditto. 

57. Ditto. 

6. Ditto. 

32. Campoo. 

58. Ditto. 

7. Souchong. 

33. Ditto. 

59. Gunpowder. 

8. Ditto. 

34. Ditto. 

60. Ditto. 

9. Ditto. 

35. Souchong. 

61. Ditto. 

10. Pfccco. 

36. Ditto. 

62. Plyson-skin. 

11. Ditto. 

37. Ditto. 

63. Songlo. 

12. Ditto. 

38. Ditto. 

64. Hyson. 

13. Hyson-skin. 

14. Ditto. 

39. Pecco. 

85. Imperial. 

40. Ditto. 

66. Gunpowder 

15. Ditto. 

41. Songlo. 

(Poudre & Canon, 

16. Twankay. 

42. Ditto. 

67. Bohea. 

17. Ditto. 

43. Ditto. 

68. Kempoy. 

18. Ditto. 

44. Tonkay. 

69. Souchon. 

19. Young Hyson. 

45. Ditto. 

70. Ditto. 

20. Ditto. 

46. Ditto. 

71. Pecco. 

21. Plyson, 

47. Plyson skin. 

72. Black-flower tea. 

22. Ditto. 

48. Ditto. 

73. Ditto. 

23. Ditto. 

49. Ditto. 

74. Black family tea. 

24. Imperial. 

50. Hyson. 

75. Ditto. 

25. Gunpowder. 

51. Ditto. 

76. Green tea. 

26. Ditto. 

52. Ditto. 

77. Ditto. 


No. 

78; 

79. 

80. 
81. 
82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86 . 

87. 

88 . 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 
100 . 
101 ; 
102 . 
103. 


Hyson. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Young Hyson. 
Ditto. 

Hyson skin. 
Ditto. 
Souchong. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Pouchong. 

Ditto. 

Gunpowder. 

Ditto, 

Tonkay Hyson. 

Souchong. 

Ditto. 

Hyson-skin. 

Ditto. 

Young Hyson. 
Tonkay Hyson. 
Ply son. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto; 

Ditto. 


WILLIAM JAMES THOMPSON, Esq. called in, and examined. 

5502. You are a tea-broker?—I am. j w Thompson, 

5503. Your business is to purchase at the Company’s sale for account of Esq. 
the wholesale dealers in tea, is it not?—It is, for the dealers generally, both 
wholesale and retail. 


5504. Were 
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5501. Were you called upon to examine certain samples of tea by the 
Board of Control?—Yes. 

5505. Did you examine them at the Board of Control, or where ? At the 
Board of Control. The brokers who were appointed, with the exception of 
one, attended, and we were shown into two rooms, where the packages were. 
They were opened in our presence and among us, dividing ourselves into 
parties, we put up the whole 103 samples, ten from each package; they 
were, with the lapse of one day, sent to our houses, where they were ex* 
amined by each of us separately. 

5506. You took that tea, out of the chests at the Board of Control, and 
made it up into parcels to be sent to your own houses ?—We took out of such 
packages as were chests, such as were boxes, such as were tin cases, such as 
were paper parcels, for they were in various packages. 

5507 * Were there many of them in paper parcels? I he greater pant 
were in chests, boxes, and tin cases; not a very large part in chests, but 
there were some in paper parcels. I could state what they were by my me¬ 
morandum. 

5508. Do you consider that the samples of the teas of more general con¬ 
sumption, th& congos, boheas and hysons, were in a state to enable you 
fairly to judge of their quality ?-—Two or three of the samples were some¬ 
what injured 3 they had a musty smell and a musty taste. 

5509. Do you mean, arising from the manner in which the samples had 
been treated, or do you suppose that bad taste and smell attached to the arti¬ 
cle in its former state ?—I should suppose that mustiness arose from adven¬ 
titious circumstances subsequently to its shipment in China, but whether 
from the original package I cannot say. 

5510. Did you suppose it to arise from the manner in which the sample 
had been kept ?—In the bohea and congo I did not find any ; in the campoy 
I did, and in the pekoe I did : they were in paper parcels. 

5511. Upon examination did the brokers agree pretty well among them¬ 
selves as to the value, or was there much difference of opinion ? Ihere was 
on some samples difference of opinion, but those were samples not much m 
general nse. 

5512. There was not much difference of opinion upon the samples of teas 
of ordinary consumption ?—-With the exception of two or three samples, there 
was not; not more than two or three. 

5513. Speaking of the teas of more general consumption, were they sam¬ 
ples of good merchantable teas ?—They were* 

5514. Were they of such teas as would have sold readily in this country to 
a large extent?—Yes; and that our prices will show, as compared with the 
Company’s. 

5515'. Were they upon the whole better or worse than teas of the same 
description of the East-India Company ?—Very similar to the teas we have 
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been accustomed to have in England by the Company’s own importation, and 
the importation of the officers in the privilege the Company permitted them 
to have. 

5516. If those teas had been presented to you at the Company’s sale, you 
would not have thought them either better or worse than the ordinary quali¬ 
ties offered for sale by the East-India Company ?—Just so. 

5517- You were not told where the samples came from ?—It was under¬ 
stood that we were not to know; and, therefore, we did not inquire from 
whence the samples were brought. 

5518. Did you know what the cost-price of the teas was at the places 
from whence the tea was sent before you made your valuation ?—No; nor 
have I ever heard it. 

5519. Do you think the tea in this country is to any extent adulterated 
in the retail shops ?—I think it is not. 

5520. Did you ever examine the teas that were sold in the small country 
towns and villages in England ?—No, I have not had opportunity; my 
residence has been in London for nearly twenty years. 

5521. Do the teas deteriorate much by age ?—I consider that*the common 
black teas are improved by keeping, if they are kept in a proper place. 

5522. By keeping two years ?—Yes j 1 should say so decidedly, that the 
common sort of teas the East-India Company import are better liked by the 
public than they would if quite fresh j they used not to be ; they are now. 

5523. What is the quality of tea imported by the private trade ?—Generally 
inferior to the Company’s; some teas are better, but very seldom. 

5524. They generally sell at proportionably less prices ?—They do. 

5525. You are not at all acquainted with the foreign market for tea ?— 
No, I have seen samples of tea from abroad, but not very generally. 

5526. Does that opinion of yours respecting the commoner kinds of tea 
being improved by keeping, apply to the very finest sorts of tea ?—I mean 
to speak of black tea, because green teas become worse often by keeping; 
the hyson teas do; the black teas lose some of their finer properties by being 
kept; but they get stronger, and we have an increased demand in this 
country for strong teas. 

5527* Do you apply that to the green teas ?—No, the black only. 

5528. Do you conceive that the green is improved by keeping ?—-Common 
green tea I do not think is much altered} the hyson tea will become dete¬ 
riorated. 

5529. The preservation of tea depends very much upon the place and 
manner in which it is kept, does it not?—Yes. 

5580. Have you seen the Company’s tea warehouses ?—Yes, I have. 

5531. Do 
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5531. Do you think them very well adapted to the preservation of tea? 
—Yes; the cellars are not, the warehouses are. 

5532. Is the tea kept in cellars ?—When the Company’s warehouses have 
been very full, the teas have been put into the cellars, and we had at the 
last March sale some teas which I have reason to think had been put into 
the cellars. I thought so from the smell. I inquired, and was informed 
they had been put there on being first imported, till they could be put above. 

5533. Do you think that common bohea tea improves by keeping; is it 
not the case that if it has been kept more than one or two years, it sells for 

] ess ?_I should not be inclined to think that. I should think it would sell 

at rather a higher price, because it would be stronger. 

5534. The private trade teas are sold immediately on their arrival in this 
country ?—As soon as they can be, that the officers may have their accounts 
closed. 

5535. Do they sell at a higher price in consequence of being fresher ?— 
No ; but the quality is not so good as the Company’s in general. 

5536. It appears on looking at the brokers’ book that there is no tea of a 
higher quality than good middling; and that the kinds called good, very 
good, and superfine,'do not appear to be mentioned in this account; can 
you account for that ?—Those terms are now very much out of use; they 
were adopted very many years ago ; and when the Company importing a 
parcel of teas had in one break or chop two or three qualities, they were 
frequently obliged to take out chests that were very inferior, and perhaps 
mixed with leaves that were not altogether tea; but of late years the 
Company have, I suppose from their good regulations, avoided that, and 
we have no occasion to use the higher marks, so that they have sunk into 
disuse; but we differ in our use of the technical terms from their common 
acceptation ; what we call middling, persons in general would call fine, and 
so on ; our terms are too low for the real qualities. 

5537. Since what time has the alteration taken place in the marking ? I 
have been a broker now for twenty-four or twenty-five years, and we have 
not used them since I have been a broker ; we hardly ever use higher than 
good middling ; we do now and then use the word good for some of the 
Company’s best, perhaps two chops of hyson. 

5538. Supposing teas of lower quality than the lowest now put up offered 
for sale,- do you think there would be a considerable demand for those teas ? 
—• Yes, of the congos. 

5539. Have you any reason to believe there is any quantity of what is 
called tea sold by the retailers in this country which is not tea in reality ?— 
I think there is not any considerable quantity; there may be attempts to 
make an adulterated article, but not to any great extent. 

5540. Do you think there are other vegetable substances mixed with the 
tea to any extent?—I think not. 


5541. There 
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554-1. There is an impression that ash leaves and sloe leaves are mixed ; do 20 May 1830. 
you think that that is done to any extent?—-I do not mean to say that it is 
not done, because it was stated in the Excise a few years ago that they »■ J Tfumpson, 
had discovered it to be prevalent; but I do not think that that goes to any ^ 

extent. 

5542. You are aware that before the commutation that was carried to a 
great extent?—So I am informed, but that was before my time. 

5543. Are not the lower priced teas mixed to a considerable extent with 
the higher priced ?—As a broker I cannot speak to that. 

5544. Are you of opinion that if the price was considerably lower the 
demand would be greatly increased?—I think it would be increased. 

5545. To a considerable degree?—I cannot indeed say; for the use of 
coffee is increasing; though to what extent it is increasing I cannot speak. 

5546. Do you think the consumption of coffee has beat out the consump¬ 
tion of tea to any extent in the country ?—I do not think it has beaten it 
out; but I see by the returns that the consumption of coffee is increasing, 
while the consumption of tea, I believe, is not increasing, if it be not 
retrograding. 

5547. Supposing the reduction in the price of tea equal to that of coffee, 
should you be sanguine that the consumption would increase in any thing 
like the same proportion ?—I should rather look to the event than offer an 
opinion upon that. 

5548. There has been a considerable reduction in the price of coffee ?— 

There has. 

5549. And not a similar reduction in the prices of tea ?—Not to the same 
proportion, perhaps ; but there has been a considerable reduction in the 
prices of tea. 

5550. Can you state in what proportion ?—If I go back as far as twenty 
years, looking to my commencement in life, in twankay teas it is one-third ; 
in congo teas it is one-third within twenty years. 

5551. How is it in bohea teas?—That has varied less than the congo and 
the twankay. 

5552. At the Company’s sales there is very little of the tea which does not 
sell above the upset price, is there?—Sometimes we have had during the 
last year at two or three of the Company’s sales, tea which has not sold at 
the upset price ; at the last March sale the whole of the black tea put up did 
sell. 

5553. At any considerable advance on the upset price?—The average,-I 
should think, but I have not looked at it, from a penny to a penny halfpenny 
per pound on the common contract teas. 

5554. Do you consider that the upset price has much to do with the sale 

price ?—Yes, decidedly it has to do with it; because if the upset price were 
K 5 C to 


742 EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 

20 May 1830. to be lowered, from the system the Company pursue with regard to the 
77~ quantity they offer at each quarterly sale the trade would give but a small 
IV. J. Thompson. a( j vance U p 0n that upset price. 

5555. Does not the price mainly depend on the quantity put up for sale? 
—The price .does depend upon the quantity put up for sale; but we have 
found that the Company have uniformly given quantities of tea equal to the 
expected consumption. The trade have considered that the Company being 
well informed have taken care to do so. 

5556. Does the trade consider that the Company make a judicious decision 
as to the quantity put up at the sale ?—That I cannot say; there is a 
difference of opinion prevailing. 

5557. What is your own opinion ?—My own is rather a mixed opinion ; I 
should rather conceive the Company have a view to their own profit in the 
quantity of tea they put up, and that they do not overdo the trade. 

5558. You conceive that they do regulate their quantity with a view to the 
amount of profit they expect to'derive from it ?—Yes ; at the same time that 
I conceive they do regulate the quantity so as to be fully equal to the demand 
they expect, and that they calculate by former experience. 

5559. You do not think that the trade has much to complain of from the 
manner in which the Company regulate the quantity put up for sale ?—I 
should think not. 

3560. Can you state when the fall in the price of tea you have spoken of 
commenced ?—I think it commenced from about the year 1814, from about 
the time of the renewal of the Company’s charter ; that it has been gradually 
declining from about that time. 

5561. State any facts from your papers which will establish that fact ?—-I 
should think the East-India Company keep an account of the average prices 
which would show that. 

5362. Do not you imagine that the fall in price has been much greater 
since 1827 than it was previously to 1823 ?-—Yes, I know that from recollec¬ 
tion, but I think there is a fall since 1814. 


5363. Do the brokers charge a commission on the purchases they make ? 
—Yes, that is their only means of support. 



JLunce, 24° die Maij 1830. 


PATRICK KELLY, LL.D. called in, and examined. 

94 Mav 1830 5564. You have been directed by the Committee of the House of Lords 

~ \il_ ‘ to prepare a calculation of the results of the statements which have been 
p. Kelly, LL.D. made of the prices of tea which have'been laid before that Committee ?—I 
have. 
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5565. Can you furnish this Committee with a copy of the same ?—I can; 24 May 1830. 

but the calculations are not quite ready. p Ke jJ~" LL D 

5566. Will you have the goodness to explain, by a note on the paper, 
whether the duty is deducted or included in the prices, and on what principle 
the rates of exchange between the foreign and the British are computed ?— 

I will. 

5567 . You are the author of the Universal Cambist, are you not?—I am. 

5568. When the Court of Directors ordered standard weights from dif¬ 
ferent parts of India to be sent to you, in order to complete that work, did 
you receive any standards from China r —No, nor could I learn that any had 
been ever received in this country. 

5569. Will you state on what data you have made the calculations which 
appear respecting the weights of China in your Cambist ?—From written 
authorities, chiefly German, French, and English, and their statements were 
found to agree with great exactness; but I have had a further corroboration 
of their accuracy by means of attested standards, which have been lately 
transmitted to England by Mr. Reeves, the East-India Company's Lea 
Inspector at Canton, and they are now in the possession of Mr. Goodhall, 
the Superintendent of the Company’s tea warehouses in London. 

5570. Then what do you now consider the real weights of China; and 
explain to the Committee how they are divided ?—The tale is generally 
considered the unit, 16 of which make the catty, and 100 catties the pecul. 

The tale is subdivided into 10 mace, 100 candareens, and 1,000 cash ; and 
according to recent experiments, verified at the London Mint, it equals 580 
grains troy, which is only one-fifth of a grain more than the statement in the 
Cambist. The catty and pecul are of course in proportion ; but there is a dis¬ 
crepancy in commercial practice in the computation of the pecul, which 
ought to be noticed. It is reckoned to weigh 13S£ lbs. avoirdupoise, but 
its true weight is 132 lbs. 9 oz. It is stated in old books at the India House 
to weigh 132§ lbs., and this addition of § lb. has no doubt been adopted for 
the convenience of calculation; for thus 3 peculs are reckoned to maxe 
400 lbs.; 3 catties, 4 lbs.; and 3 tales 4 ounces avoirdupois. It may like¬ 
wise diminish labour to observe that 24 tales answer exactly to 29 ounces 
troy. 

5571 . How are accounts kept in China ?—In tales of 10 mace, 100 can¬ 
dareens, and 1,000 cash. 

5572 . What are the coins of China ?—I believe they have no national 
coins, except cash, which are of base nietal, and of variable value* ioreign 
coins, however, occasionally circulate, especially Spanish dollars, which aie 
sometimes cut into small proportions for change. I he tales, mace, am 
candareens are of course monies of account, and vary in their value accord¬ 
ing to circumstances. 

5513. What is the sterling value of a tale weight of silver in British silver, 

5 C 2 m 
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in dollar silver, and in pure silver ?—The tale weight of British standard 
silver at 5s. 2d. per oz. is worth 7^T,>d. sterling, and of dollar silver 72-^d. 
sterling. The same weight of pure silver is worth 8Qtf$gd. sterling, which is 
nearly the estimated value of the money tale in the books of the East-India 
Company, and was prbbably the origin of such valuation 

5574. What is the present value of the rupees of Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay, at 5s. 2d. per oz. British standard ?—The sicca rupee of Calcutta 
is worth sterling. The rupees of Madras and Bombay are each 

worth 23 f^ 0 d. sterling; and therefore the pound sterling equals 9j^%; of 
the former, and lO ygffig of the latter. 


Jovis, 3° die tJunxi 1830. 

Mr. JOHN TRUELOCK, Surveyor of Tea Warehouses in the Excise, and 
Mr. WILLIAM WYBROW, Registrar of Tea Sales in the Excise, called 
in, and examined. 

5575. Have the goodness to state the manner in which the East-India 
Company’s tea-ships are unladen, and the teas deposited in the tea ware¬ 
houses ?— (Mr. Truelock.') When they are first brought into the East-India 
Docks, notice is given by the Company to the principal officer of excise of 
their intention to unload those teas. We then despatch a warehousekeeper 
down for that purpose; he sees each chest individually unloaded. I here is 
a person appointed to attend our mark, and a number is cut, J believe, by 
the Company; but that does not come under my notice. There are also 
two clerks belonging to the Company attend at the same time at the side of 
the vessel in the dock. They are then placed in a covered caravan, locked 
by two locks, one of the excise and another of the Company, and sent up to 
the East-India warehouses. There are also two tickets sent by the same 
van in a box locked. When they arrive at the warehouse they are received 
by the revenue officers and the servants of the Company, who deposit them 
in the warehouses. That officer is called a Locker $ he remains in each 
warehouse yard. 

5576 . What do those officers do?—They unlock the van, having a dupli¬ 
cate key of the box in which the key is sent from the docks enabling them to 
open the vans; they then deposit the teas in the warehouses, and examine 
to see that they correspond with the tickets placed in the box at the side for 
their information. They then return one of the tickets to show that they 
have received the tea safe. The other is sent to the Excise Office, to be 
entered in a book kept for that purpose. It is entered by two different 
officers, a locker and a warehousekeeper, in books kept for that purpose. 

5577. Do 
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5577. Bo the excise charge the Company, on this paper sent in, with the 
amount of tea landed?—We do not weigh them at the landing. 

5578. In what mode is the tare of the chest ascertained before it is put 
up for sale ?—That is ascertained by emptying a certain quantity of them ; 
they are picked out of the different breaks and beds as they come home in 
the ships. Probably it is a variety of quantities which are opened ; thirty 
or forty chests may be opened, or five; it depends on circumstances. It is 
not a regular number that is examined; generally in proportion to the 
number taken by chance from among them. 

5579. Does the registrar of tea take an account of the prices at which the 
tea is sold, and is the charge made on the Company accordingly ?—<Mr. 
Wybrm.) Yes. 

5580. What is the practice of registering the tea-sales with a view to 
ascertaining the price at which the public are entitled to the duty?—We 
receive catalogues with the number of each chest printed, from the Com¬ 
pany ; we have those ruled, in order to mark the prices and lines for the 
account, and from those prices taken at the sale duty is charged. If a lot 
of tea is put up at a certain price by the Company, when there is any 
advance on that price, even a farthing a pound, the lot is peremptorily sold ; 
if they do not bid beyond the putting-up price the lot is refused, and it is 
put by, and brought forward at a subsequent time without price. 

5581. At what periods are the sales of the Company?—In March, June, 
September, and December; there is a quarterly sale. 

5582. Does any other list come under your inspection beyond that you 
receive from the East-India Company?—No; there are two catalogues, one 
kept by the accountant of excise, and another by me; they are both fur¬ 
nished by the East-India Company. 

5583. After each day’s sale are the prices compared by the different per¬ 
sons who have made the account of them, the registrar for tea-sales, the 
accountant, and the auctioneer ?—They are. 

5584. At the end of the sale is the same process pursued ?—At the end 
of the sale there is a compare between the excise accountant and myself, 
and the duty is charged on the account taken by us. 

5585. Are the teas weighed by the excise at the landing, or is the practice 
similar to that in respect of other merchandize?—(Mr. Trueloclc.) They are 
not weighed on the landing, but after they are put up for sale. 

5586. Is the government satisfied with the weights as taken at the East- 
India Company’s warehouses?—I never heard anything to the contrary. We 
consider the duty perfectly secure, being under our own lock ; we make up 
every ship separately, and keep every ship’s account completely separate. 

5587- Do you mean to say that the chests are unloaded agreeably to the 
manifest ?—Yes; if there is any variation we notice it. 
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5588. The whole of the labour is performed by the Company’s officers ? 
—Yes.' 

5589. And without charge to the public?—Yes. 

5590. Is it not the officers’ duty to see that the cargoes turn out agreeably 
to the manifest sent home with the ship ?— That is the case. 

5591 At what time, as far as you have information, is the duty collected 
by the Company paid to the Crown ?—(Mr. Wybro'w.) In about a fortnight 
after the prompt day. 

5592. Have you any means of knowing whether there is any charge to 
the public in respect of that ?—‘There is none whatever, that I am awaie of. 

5593. Are you solely employed about the tea?—(Mr. J.rueloc/cJ) Yes. 

5594. Are you paid by the Company, or by the government ?—By the 
King. 

5595. Have you no other duty to perforin ?—None but tea; we have 
nothing under our charge but tea. 

5596. What is the total expense of the tea establishment in London ?— 
There are about eighty-two of us employed, and the whole expense is under 

£ 10 , 000 . 

5597. Are those eighty-two persons employed in the receipt of the tea 
into the Company’s warehouses, and the discharge of it? -Yes, they are. 

Are they required also to look into the stocks oi the dealers ? No, 
not at all; those officers land the teas at the docks also. 

5599 Are not officers of customs and excise put on board the Company s 
ships from China and India for the protection of the revenue, in the same 
manner as they are put on board other merchantmen ?—I have no doubt of 
that ; but it does not come under our department. 

5600 Do you not know that officers of customs and excise attend also at 
the Iiast-In,lia Docks, and the East-India House, for the protection of the 
revenue, as they attend at any other docks ?—1 have no doubt of that, but 
I cannot speak to it. 

5601 You know the fact, as far as the excise are concerned ?—Yes ; we 
have officers attending there during the time that the ships are being un¬ 
loaded, not at other times. 

5602. Are not the officers of the excise employed to protect the revenue 
arising from tea in the same manner as they are employed to protect the 
revenue arising from tobacco, spirits, or any other article of tmpoit? Y es, 
I apprehend it is the same. 

5603. (To Mr. Wybrow.)— It is in your department ^ k Q n n °^j’\ e amount 
paid to the Crown for excise-duty ?—I think it is about £3,300,000. 

5604. The whole of the charge to the public in the excise department is 
about £10,000?—I must refer to Mr. Truelock for that. 

(Mr. 
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/M r Trueloclc.') _That is without the establishment of the stocking 

officers- I am not aware of the expense of the establishment for super- ^ ; TrmMk , 

intending the dealers’ stocks. and 

5605. Do you know any other amount of duty collected at so moderate a Mr. IV. Jlybrnw. 
charge ?—I do not feel competent to answer that question. 

5606. Have you any means of knowing what per-centage the duty on tea 
was collected in Ireland ?~No, I am not aware of that. 

5607 There is no other expense connected with your department in super- 
i,..ending , ea> except that incurred in London f-No. I am not aware of 
anything further than this establishment, 

5608. (To Mr. Wybrow .)—Have you not known the duty amount to more 
than £3,800,000 ?—Yes; I merely state that as the average sum. 

5609. The duty on tea has decreased of late years ?—I am not prepared to 
state that ; but 1 think it has rather deci eased. 

5610. Is there any superintendence of custom-house officers upon the 
India ships after they arrive in the river ?-(Mr. Trueloc c )-1 believe there 
is an officer put in to take them up the river, what is called a ticlesman, but 
I cannot speak positively to that; they are generally brought up by the 
custom-house officers till the excise take charge ot them, and the custom¬ 
house officers remain in charge till the ship is dischargee. 

5611. Where does the custom-house officer come on board the ship ? In 
the Downs or Gravesend. 

5612. What detriment do you apprehend would arise t0 the reven “f. ,, 
the duty on tea was collected in the same manner as the duty on other 
articles; instead of being collected at the India warehouses, as it is ?-l 
cannot answer that question, it would depend on so many circumstance,. 

5613. Would it be productive of loss, or not?—I apprehend that there 
cannot be any doubt ot that. 

5614. The qualities of teas are very different, are they not? Veiy 

different. , 

5615. What is the practice as to the sale?— They are laid open, and the 
brokers take an ounce, if they please, out of each chest, returning an ounce 
of the same quality, which they bring with them; they have a little tin 
measure for the purpose, therefore there cannot be any thing of consequence 

5616. The quality is very various ?—Certainly; the prices prove the 
different qualities. 

5617 Do vou know how long it is since the collection of the duty on fea 
hafbeen placed unde, the exci*Vl cannot say i I have been there. th.rty- 
five years, and it has been so ever since 1 have been in the exuse , tie 
customs had a small duty as well, but now it is entirely under the excise. 

5618. Do you consider that there is a greater convenience in ^ 
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duty ad valorem than a duty of so much a pound ?—I should think, with 
respect to tea, it is now collected very concisely, and with very little trouble, 
and every person must know what the duty should be to a farthing } I do 
not know how it might, be if it was altered; I think there must be a great 
increase of business of every description. 

5619. Supposing the trade was thrown open, do you think the same 
system which is pursued in London might be followed in the out-ports ?—I 
cannot say; it depends on whether they have the same conveniences; we 
have docks and warehouses which are very secure here; if they have the 
same places of security, it might be done, but it would be attended cer¬ 
tainly with great additional trouble. 

5620. Do you think there is any mode of collecting duty on teas so effectual 
and so likely to prevent fraud as the collection of the duty in the manner in 
which it is by the produce of the public sale?—It is impossible there 
should be. 

5621. Have you any information of the extent of smuggling?—.We know 
of smuggling only from the seizures; they are very trifling. 

5622. What experience have you had in the collection of other branches 
of revenue?—None whatever; I speak of the tea only. 

5623. The answers you give are merely with respect to tea?—Yes. 

5624. And that confined to the port of London ?—Yes. 

5625. Have you had any opportunity of judging how far the tea might be 
landed safely at Liverpool ?—None whatever; I consider the thing as satis¬ 
factorily done at present. 

5626. What smuggling of tea have you ever known?—That does not 
come under our department; the seizures are made by the custom-house 
officers if there is any deficiency ; we have no seizing deputation, but that 
is with the customs. 

5627. You know that custom-house officers are put on board the ships ?— 
Yes, I know that to be the fact. 

JOSHUA BATES, Esq., again called in; and further examined. 

5628. Have you seen the observations made by Mr. Melvill upon the 
evidence given by you before this Committee on a former occasion ?—I 
have. 

5629. Will you state to the Committee how far you consider those observa¬ 
tions of Mr. Melvill upon your evidence to be conclusive or not?—There 
are some slight errors in my evidence, which, with the permission of the 
Committee, I will correct; and in doing that will make those observations that 
occur to me upon the evidence of Mr. Melvill. On my first examination 
my answer to interrogatory 3430 should have been, that the freight was 
included in the 25 per cent, gross profit, which would leave from 5 to 10 

per 
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per cent, net profit, according to the description of tea composing the cargo. 
On my second examination, in answering interrogatory 3989,* in order to 
save the time of the Committee I gave from memory the sterling price 
of a pound of congou tea; on revising my evidence 1 found I had com¬ 
mitted an error, which I corrected, giving the true Cost of tea at ~9 tale, 
exchange 3s. lie?., \4>d. a. 19. From this I deducted, for 14 months in¬ 
terest from the date to the maturity of the bills, 5 per cent., or /C, leaving 
the cash cost at Canton 13d. a. 49. As to wastage, there can be none on tea. 

I had supposed interrogatories 3987 and $988 related to the difference in ne 
weight here and in China arising from different allowances, which I was 
aware varied in different markets. On inquiry I found that the Company s 
purchases and sales were by real tare, throwing up to the buyer the halt 
pounds, and sometimes the odd pounds, which allowances I thought more 
than compensated by the gain in weight which is invariable on tea. brought 
to a moist climate. Mr. Lloyd states the real difference in net weight to be 
<i per cent. He is probably right; but I do not think it worth while to 
disturb my figures, as I have overrated the freight very much. I had sup¬ 
posed that for so large an amount of tonnage many ships must go out in 
ballast; but Canton forms so natural a link in the chain of commercial opeia* 
tions with India, that a great portion of the tonnage would come from Beriga 
and Bombay to Canton, and would not cost over M. per lb.; and from 
experience, since my last examination, I am convinced that ~-i d. and a. 
per lb, is high enough to fix the freight for the present time, os any time 
within three years. Mr. Melvill states that the exchange is taken at too 
favourable a rate, and that the Company have not been drawn on at that 
rate: be has not slated at what rate the Company were drawn on. By the 
statement of Mr. Lloyd it appears that more than 4,000,000 of tales of tne 
6,000,000 required for the year 1828-9 were derived from bills on Bengal, 
and the sale of British manufactures, near 2,000,000 being for bills on 
Bengal. The official valuation prevents my getting at the rate of exchange 
at which these bills were drawn; but I have here a Canton price-current ot 
the 20th of February, which gives it at - - - 

of March. 200 

and of April -.* 

If 202 Sicca rupees, per 100 dlls., be taken as the probable rate at which the 
Company negotiated their bills, the exchange at Calcutta being at Is. lOjtf. 
the exchange in London would have been established at a fraction under 
3s. lOd. Bills in Calcutta are drawn at 30 days’ sight from Canton ; the 
interest gained would therefore compensate for the expense of passing the 
operation through Bengal* Mr, Melvill states that the Company ia\ e 
sold in 1829-30 only 27,455,063 lbs. of tea; but in the general account ot 
imports and exports I find the quantity of tea retained for consumption, 
deducting exports to colonies, &c. in 1828, was 29,305,757, to this^mu 
be added upwards of 200,000 exported to the colonies, making 29s mi 
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which corresponds with Paper No. 38, signed T. G. Lloyd, by which it 
appears that the quantity sold in 1826 was - - 29,409,251 lbs. 

1827 - - - 30,327,169 

1828 - 29,982,080 

I his amount includes the private trade, which, as now carried on in teas, is 
only a branch of the monopoly. Taking 29i millions, therefore, as the 
present consumption of those that are compelled to obtain their supply 
through the Company, and the difference between the price at which I have 
stated the tea could be sold and yield a profit, if free, and the Company’s 
sale price, which is 12 x V 4 ff , the total difference for the year 1829-30 would 
be £1,492,208. Since my last examination I have procured from Holland a 
sample of the tea which cost 29 tale, and also of that which sold at 3. 1 hd. 
and 2s. 7 d. at the last sale of the Company; in my judgment, the Com¬ 
pany’s highest priced tea has the preference in quality, but that which sold 
at 2s. 7 d. is barely equal to the sample from Holland. Mr. Melvill states 
that the average cost of the Company’s Congo tea, 1828-9, was 29 tales and 
a fraction. The Committee will understand that he probably speaks in the 
language of the India-House, which means that the cost of the tea in tales, 
the expenses of the factory, loss on adventures in cotton, &c. &c. all added 

together, make that cost; for I cannot bring myself to believe that the 

Company’s agents, who are clever men, would have bought congo tea at 
the prime cost, on the average (in the common acceptation of the term 
prime cost,) of 29 tales and a fraction, when the highest contract price was 
29 to private traders, and teas of nearly equal quality were 601 at tale 18 

in April, and the general prices-current quote it from 15 to 20 tales, with 

a heavy stock from December to that time. I never intended to state that 
the Company gained the sum of a million and a half, and can readily 
believe what Mr. Melvill states in regard to that. 

5630. At what did the tea, which you state cost 29 tales, sell in Holland? 
—In Holland it will not fetch the cost at present. I beg to state that I 
have with me the prices-current to which I have referred. 

5631. Do any other observations occur to you upon Mr. Melvill’s remarks 
upon your evidence ?—I have no other observations to make. 

5632. Do those prices-current which you have produced now support the 
accuracy of the statement already given to the,Committee as to the prices? 
—They do. January 1829 Congo tea is quoted 18 to 20 tales per pecul, 
and February the 20th from 15 to 18; with this remark, “There is said to 
be left over 40,000 chests of congo and souchong, exclusive of the Com¬ 
pany's winter teas; the prices are likely to be very low hereafter.” March 
the 17th 1829 the price had fallen to 15 to 17 tales. April the 6th congo tea 
is quoted at 15 tales. I have quoted it at 15 to 18, because I know that 
very good congo tea was bought at those prices. 

5633. It would appear from your evidence that you rather think the Com- 
pany r buy their tea dearer than the private dealers?-—The amount of what 

I have 
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I have stated is, that I think, the statement of Mr. Melvill embraces items 
which are not usually brought into the prime cost of tea ; that therefore, 
according to my mode of estimating the cost of tea, he is incorrect. 

563-1. You observe that Mr. Melvill states that the Company pay at the 
rate of 29 tales and a fraction for their tea; and from the price-current to 
which you have referred, it appears that the highest was to be had in the 
month of March at 18 tales?—-I did not state that contract tea was to be 
had at that price. Mr. Melvill states that the average price of congo tea 
was 29 and a fraction; I state that I cannot believe that the Company’s 
accents, who are clever men, have purchased congo tea, o( the qualities 
generally shipped, at the average prime cost, in the common acceptation of 
fhe term, of 29 tales and a fraction, when the highest contract price was 
29 tales ; and the inferior qualities and the winter teas, not bought on con¬ 
tract, would reduce that average much below the price of 29. 

5635. Have you not read from the price-current that the price of winter 
teas was 18 tales, and in April reduced to 15 tales ?—I have. 

5636. Are you not aware that in the winter shipping is entirely over at 
that time?—I am not aware that it is, because I have seen invoices of teas 
at that period. 

5037. Are you not aware that the Company are very large and extensive 
purchasers of teas ?—I believe the Company make their purchases in a great 
degree by contract, which contracts must be entered into during previous 
or early part of the year, and that the shipments are made in December; 
but that considerable portions of tea are purchased by the Company’s 
agents in the market, perhaps 50,000 or 60,000 chests, at piices much 
lower. I have taken the highest price at 29 ; even the contract prices go 
down, according to the quality, to 23 tales; I think I cannot therefore 
believe that the average purchase-price of the Company’s teas can be 29 and 
a fraction. 

5638. Are you not aware, that after the best articles have been taken out 
of the market the refuse only remain, that may be had at a much inferior 
price ?—I am quite aware of that. 

5639. Does it not appear that if the Americans purchase teas at 14 tales, 
those who have purchased at, 29 have purchased dear ?—I should say that 29 
tales maybe a very fair contract price, but the contract prices for the different 
qualities of contract teas go down below 29 tales. I have stated that in the 
month of April congo tea, of No. 2 contract quality, cost but 18. 

5640. Is that the Company’s contract?— It is the same thing; the Com¬ 
pany have not the exclusive privilege of contracting. 

5641. What is No. 2. quality?—It is a quality below the first. 

5642. Is it better or worse than what may be called the average quality ? 
—[should think rather better; congo tea should be of very good quality 

ft T5 2 5643. At 
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5643. At what time of the year was! that ?—The purchase was made in 
April 1829. The contract was entered into in the early part of the year, 
but the tea was shipped in December 1828. 

5644. By whom was that contract made?—That contract was made by a 
correspondent of our house. 

5645. Do private merchants make contracts as well as the Company for 
tea ?—They do, and would oftener do so if they found it more profitable; 
but I apprehend they feel it more advisable to deal in the middling descrip¬ 
tions of tea. 

5646. On reference to answers to questions 3251 to 3256, it appears that 
yon have averred that it is very difficult to make even a par-remittance in 
teas; are the Committee not. therefore to infer that the outward consign¬ 
ments have been profitable?—I should conceive so. 

5647. Have the goodness to turn to the account of the 30th of April 
1830, ordered to be'printed 11th of May 1880 5 is it not the fact that since 
the Americans have taken manufactures from England, about two-thirds of 
their imports have been in specie?—I should think it very possible that 


might be the case. 


5648. In that case, where was? the profit to arise from to satisfy^the mer¬ 
chants against the loss on absence of gain in the tea investments?—Thafpart 
of the business relates to America entirely, and the profits alone on tea and 
silks form the inducement to operate. The expeditions to Canton from the 
United States are undertaken by a variety of persons; one man will put 
in 5,000 dollars, another 2,000, and so on, making up the capital for a 
cargo of tea ; those persons have not extensive credit abroad, and they 

— r* 1 1 •j.. L n 11E, • 1 f it* /mi I f nu ilia Af/ii 


have no knowledge of trade in British manufactures ; it is only the more 
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extensive dealers who have made themselves acquainted with that, and ha\ e 
continued to operate in it. 

5649. You were never in China?—Never. 

5650. You sav the reason they sent dollars is that they are without credit; 
how do they get credit ?—The man who would send a few thousand dollars 
is unknown in the mercantile world ; he may have no knowledge of Biitish 
manufactures, and very little to do with England. 

5651 . Do you think that persons who have money could not buy goods 
if it was an advantageous thing ?— They are ignorant of the trade in goons; 
thev know nothing about it; and it would require a double capital to send 
goods, the sales of which are sometimes slow. 

5652. Do you mean in the great shipping ports of America ? ies, and 
even in London, where it is carried on, but few persons understand it; I 
mean the details. 


5653. Do you think that if the traders of London found it more advan¬ 
tageous to send goods than bullion, they would not adopt that mode? I hey 
0 0 would, 
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would, but it would take some time for them to understand it so as to 
conduct it successfully. 

5654. Do you speak of manufactured goods ?-Of manufactured goods. 
The persons who send out small sums of money may have no correspondents 
in London; they would have to deposit their money and they prefer, m 
order to have less trouble, to send their silver; but that course, like the 
course to Bengal, was formerly very necessary. 1 tlnnl^now it is not; and 
it is ciranging'every day, and bills and credits are supplying the place ot 

dollars. . 

5655. Upon the former occasion you stated that you could supply tea a, 
two-thirds the cost price the Company’s trade supply it at ?—I stated that 
I would supply the consumer of tea at one-third less than the Company s 
sale-prices, and I calculated on its giving a very great profit; I meant one- 
third of the price at w hich the tea is sold at the Company s sales. 

5656. Are vou aware that prospectively the Company is likely to supply 
tea costing Uj. per pound for its carriage home ?—I am not aware of that. 
I am aware that the freight ought not to be more than that in 1834.,. and 
it appears from the paper shown to me, that the rate of freight will be that ; 
i should think that probably competition might carry it a little lower, but 

not much. 

5657 Will you refer to the paper now shown to you, and state whether 
you are aware that the Company's freights are likely to be as low as £12 per 
ton in the year 1834. [an estimate of future freight being shown to the witness]. 

_I S ee by this paper that £11.19s. lid. is put down as the freight of twenty 

ships in 1834 j ; but I do not know the object for which tins is made up. 

5658. If such be the fact, would not your computation be an excessive 
one, of the comparative cost of two-thirds?—I only made that offer for the 
present time; I do not know what it might be at a future time ; the Com¬ 
pany might reduce their prices by bringing more tea to market ; they might 
reduce it to a price at which no one would be willing to compete; but 1 
merely remarked, as a proof of the sincerity of my opinion, that I should be 
willing to contract to supply the tea at twcf-thirds of the Company s present 
sale prices. 

5659. And that you compute that those prices would still give you what 
you call a fair commercial profit ?—1 was not without an employer in ma ing 
the offer. I knew where I should get commission out of it. 

5660. How much would your employer get?—He calculated on making a 

considerable sum. ... 

5661. In making this calculation, that you can furnish tea to the Lnglish 
market at one-third less than the Company, at what rate per cent, do you 
reckon that you can purchase your tea cheaper in China than the Company 
do?---I cannot say if it would be bought any cheaper; persons on tbespot 
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differ as to the mode of buying. I am inclined to think it would be bought 
rather cheaper. 

5662. Can you give any thing like a proportion ?—I cannot. 

5668. In your calculation' have you reckoned the tea as purchased in 
China at the same rate at which the Company purchase ?—My calculation 
was, that in the present improved way of carrying on trade, saving the 
immense expence of those large ships, and the small expence of the London, 
St. Catherine’s, and other docks, in comparison with the present mode of 
managing tea, with the high price obtained by means of monopoly, would 
give a very large profit to the person who should import them on the present 
improved mode of doing things; that a person unfettered by any Act of Par¬ 
liament, not having purchased large warehouses or docks to carry it on, 
would carry it on at a much less charge than the Company now do. 

5664. And not being obliged to keep a stock ?—Not being obliged to keep 
a stock; and he would spread his shipments from Canton over a greater 
portion of the year than the Company do. 

5665. How much per cent, advance upon the prime cost of teas would 
remunerate the private trader ?—That depends on the quality of the teas. 

I stated to the Committee that 25 per cent, upon a cargo of teas to the Con¬ 
tinent, but those cargoes comprise a greater portion of fine teas; that would 
not be enough on teas to England. I should say he must carry it as high 
as 35 per cent.; that would leave a net commercial profit of 10 per cent., 
out of which the agent in Canton would be paid, and the merchant here 
would take the remainder. 

5666. Would an advance of 25 per cent, on the prime cost leave a net 
profit of 10 per cent, ?—On the finer qualities it would, for the expence of 
freight does not bear the same proportion on them ; the finer the quality the 
less per-centage of gross profit may give the same result. 

5667. Would you contract to supply tea for the consumer for the next 
fiveye<irs for two-thirds of the price the Company will be likely to supply at, 
according to the documents on the table?—I could not make a contract 
which was to depend on another party j I think that would be hardly safe. 
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